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FORWARD Pl~OGRABX~E. 
Feb. 7  - Sun. Day t r i p  t o  Junee. Explora t ion  of s h a f t s  between 

Cauldron Pot and Khazad - d m .  Leader: B.Collin. 
Feb.14 - P Sun. Day t r i p  t o  f u r t h e r  explore s w a l l e t  a t  Ida  Bay t o  

t r y  and l i n k  wi th  Ex i t  Cave. Leader: B.Coll-in. " 
Feb.21 - C" ~ u n .  Day t r i p  t o  Khazad - dum. Explora t ion  of h igh  

l e v e l  f r o c  f a r  end of b i g  chamber and p r e ~ n r a t i o n s  f o r  - - - 
fo l lowing weekend. Leader: Phi1 Robinson. 

Feb. 27,28 - Plarch 1 - Long weekend. k t t e n p t  t o  ex;;lore Khazad - 
dun beyond t h e  de7th of 860 f t .  a l r e a d y  reached. Many 
hands w i l l  be needed f o r  sup3or-b so make it a d a t e  if 
vou can! ! Leader: Phi1 Robinson. " 

March 3  - General ---. Meetin& IKFDMESDAY. 8  ?.m. Wes Car,7enter9s, 
20 Welles1e;- S t r e e t ,  South Hobart. 

March 6  o r  7  - Surface i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of Lake Tiak a r e a ,  ?lX,Anne,. 
a c t i n g  l e a d e r :  P e t e r  Shaw, 

March 1 3  - L- Sa t .  - Complete c u t t i n g  of t r a c k  t o  Weld River.  Leader: 
d l b e r t  Goede. 

A. S.P. Con-rention -. 1970!71, 
2'he.~~:~o::-,-entir~n-i;Lnd f i e l d  tr ips have passed i n t o  h i s t o r y  
much t o  t h e  r e l i e f  of t h e  organiysrs .   he conferenc-e proved t o  be a 
ve ry  memorable one wi th  $,hat  was probably a  record  at-bendance. Many 
papers  were 2resented  and were g e n e r a l l y  of a  h igh  s tandard .  The sym- 
posiun wi th  t h e  m o s t  populzr appeal  was undoubtedly t h e  one d e a l i n g  
wi th  photographic techniques and t ravelogues .  Por those  of us  more 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  a s p e c t s  of t h e  game t h e  cave biology 
s y n p o s i w  w a s  a pa r t i cu? -a r ly  e x i t i n g  one a s  it gave a  good c r o s s  
s e c t i o n  of much of t h e  ve ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  work done i n  t h i s  f i e l d  i n  
A u s t r a l i a  i n  r e c e n t  yca r s .  TIE c o r n i t t e e  n e c t i n g s  were we l l  repre-  
sented  and a rena rkzb ly  c o a s t r u c t i v e  s p i r i t  p revai led .  There was 
almost unaninous agreement t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  c a p i t a t i o n  f e e  t o  $1.00 
per  yea r ,  John Dunkley was re -e lec ted  a s  e d i t o r  so vile can look f o r -  
ward t o  a n  inproved and up t c  Cate news le t t e r .  

The Caveman's Dinner was a t tended by 100 odd and turned  out %o 
be a r i o t o u s  and l igh t -hca r t ed  a f f a i r .  Xany prominent A.S.F. person- 
a l i t i e s  l e t  t h e i r  h a i r  down a rd  vere  photographed i n  componis ing  
s i t u a t i o n s .  F e s t i v i t i e s  c o n t i m e d  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  hours of t h e  norn- 
ing f o r  those  who had t h e  s t a n i m  t o  surv ive  t h a t  long. 

The f i e l d  t r i p s  go t  under way wi th  nany so re  heads and e c o n t i n  
- u a t i o n  of t h e  f o u l  weather experienced dur ing  t h e  conference.  Nev- 
e r t h e l e s s  they were h igh ly  success fu l .  A t  Ex i t  a major breakthrough 
was made wi th  a f u r t h e r  mile of passage found of which 3,000 f t .  was 
surveyed, The new zxtens ion  r c n s  p a r a l l e l  t o  Kyst e r y  Ck. Cave ( ~ n t r a n c e  
Cave) and t h e r e  i s  a  s t r o n g  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  it w i l l  l i n k  up wihh a 
small swall-et  on t h e  nor the rn  s i d e  of Marble H i l l .  A t  73t.dnne t h e  
Ifbig holeu(now o f f i c i a l l y  nmed K e l l e r s  C e l l a r )  was descended. The 
ent rance  p i t c h  proved t o  be a  420 f t .  f r e e  l a d d e r  drop(a new kus t ra -  
l i a n  r e c o r d )  and t h z  depth  of t h e  s y s t e n  510 f t .  A t  Junec t h e  discov 
-ery of a new r o u t e  by t h e  f i r s t  p a r t y  i n  JP 4-5 enabled Lhe second 
p a r t y  t o  r each  z depth  or-648l a s  we l l  a s  conmencing ex; , lorat ion of 
t h e  Serpent ine  Extension. 3ven a t  Mole Creek s e v e r a l  new d i s c o v e r i e s  
were made t h e  most spec tacu la r  being Tai lender  Cave near  Croesus 
wi th  some 1 ,400  f t .  of passage. 

K U Z D  - DUJ/I(JP 4-5) - a  new A u s t r a l i a n  Depth Record wi th  a depth  of 
860 ft.!!! and it s t i l l  goes on! On Saturday 23 January a  combined 
T . C . C .  - S.C.S. team with t h e  support  of two mairlland cavers  and l e d  
by P h i l i p  ~ o b i n s o n ( ~ . C . C . )  s e t  a new depth  record  i n  Khazad-dum by 
reach ing  a de-2th of 8601 a t  which poin t  t h e  p a r t y  was stopped a t  t h e  
t o p  of a 1 0 o f i + - )  w a t e r f a l l  p i t c h .  The p a r t y  was underground f o r  1 4  
hours  and a l s o  continued t h e  survey s t a r t e d  dur ing  t h e  A.S.F. Con- 
f e r e n c e  f i e l d  t r i p s .  The survey(C.B.G. Grade 4) i s  now down %o -648'. 

The weekend before  a p a r t y  of f o u r  pushed t h e  ex?lorz-Lion of t h e  
Serpent ine  Zxtension t o  a n  est imated depth  of -500' wlthout  l i n k i n g  
up wi th  t h e  main cav?. Thpy r a n  out of gea r  a t  t h i s  depth  a t  t h e  t o p  
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of a 1 2 '  drop.  This  e x t e n s i o n  could l i n k  up w i t h  t h e  :lain cave a t  - 
-524 f t .  

It now seems v e r y  l i k e l y  t h a t  g iven  s u i t a b l e  weather t h e  next  
e x p e d i t i o n  w i l l  p a s s  t h e  1 ,000  f t .  mark. I n  f a c t  t h e r e  i s  a possib-  
i l i t y  t h z t  t h e  cave w i l l  becorne t h e  deepes t  i n  t h e  5outllern Henis- 
phere  a s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  h e i g h t  between t h e  Khazad-duu s w a l l e t  and 
t h e  Junee r e su rgence  i s  approximately  1300 f t .  The depth  of Harwood 
Hole i n  New Zealand - t h e  deepes t  i n  t h e  Southern kicnis ;~here  - i s  
g i v e n  i n  t h e  Blew Zealand Spe leo lo  . i c a l  B u l l e t i n  as 1130 f t . ( 3 7 0  n e t - -  
r e s ) .  The i s s u e  i s  No. 68(Dec.1968?. Khazad-dum r e p l a c e s  Tass i e  Pot 
as t h e  dec;,est Utlstralian cave on ly  a l i t t l e  norc  t h a n  two nonths  
a f t e r  T a s s i e  Y 3 t  gained t h e  r eco rd .  Unlike T a s s i e  Pot which i s  e s s e n  
- t i a l l y  v e r t i c a l  Khazad-dun has  ap;)rox. one n i l e  of explored passage 
most of which h a s  been m a p p d . ( ~ e e  nap and c r o s s  s e c t i o n s  i n  t h i s  
i s s u e .  ) 
-S I N  AUSTRALIA. 
7 ~ h a z a d - x u n ( ~ F  4-5) - Junee F l o r e n t i n e ,  Tas. Depth 860 ' .  Explor- 

a t i o n  n o t  y e t  c o n p l e t e  - he ld  up a t  t o p  of 100 f t .  w a t e r f a l l  
p i t c h .  Surveyed t o  dep th  o# -648'. ~ n e r o i d  used beyond t h i s  
po in t .  
T a s s i e  p o t ( ~ F  223) - Junee P l o r e n t i n e ,  Tas. De;?th 8001.Longest 

260' .  Depth measured by ane ro id  and e s t i m a t i o n  o f  
l adde r  i3i tches.  Bottom reached by S.C.S. 15/11/70. 
Mini E a r t i n  - E x i t  Cave - I d a  Bay, Tas. ~ e ~ t h  720 f t .  Po thole  
c o n t a i n i n k  a  360' f r e e  l a d d e r  drop  l i n k e d  w i t h  E x i t  Cave t o  
provide  aVsystem 720 f t .  deep. ~ o t t o m  reached by T . C , C .  on 
19/8/1967, 
~ ibn ' i ch - t  ' Hole - Mystery Ck.Cave - I d a  Bay, Tas. Depth a t  l e a s t  
-ladder drops  includiimg 1 8 0 t ,  120 '  and 1 1 0 '  p i t c h e s .  
Surveyed down t o  645'. connec t ion  made by T . C , C .  on 13/10/1968. 
GrowJing Swal le t  - Junee F l o r e n t i n e ,  T a s .  Depth 560 ' .  S t e e p l y  
descending  s w a l l e t .  Only one 30 '  l a d d e r  p i t c h .  For rzany y e a r s  
A u s t r a l i a 9 s  deepes t  cave. Surveyed(Grade 4 )  t o  dep th  of 230 f t .  
T o t a l  d e p t h  from repea ted  ane ro id  readings .  Bot ton  reached by 
T . C . C .  in Peb. 1957. 
Unnanecl Cave - Bungonia(ii. S. W. ) . Dei2th 540 I. De;th probably by 
e s t i m a t i o n .  Cave c o n t a i n s  s e v e r a l  l a d d e r  drops  and rvnning  w a t -  
e r .  Bottomed a t  t c r n i n a l  pool  by conbined SSS/BSS p a r t y  on 
16/1/1971. Deepest cave i n  n a i n l a n 2  A u s t r a l i a .  
Kel:!ers C e l l a r  - Mt.knne, Tas. Depth 510 f t .  F i r s t  l a d d e r  
p i t c h  a 420' l a d d e r  drop.  Longest d rop  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  Depth de- 
t e r n i n d .  by e s t i m a t i o n  of l a d d e r  p i t c h e s .  Bot ton rczched by 
A . S , P .  f i e l d  t r i p  on 7/1/1971. 

L L i s  noteworthy t h a t -  of t h e  s e v e n  caves  l i s t e d  a s  being  deeper  t h a n  
TOO f t .  no l e s s  t h a n  f o u r  have been explored i n  t h e  l a s t  f o u r  nonths. 

Club News. 
+ New ~ i z i i ~ e r .  A t  t h e  l a s t  g e n e r a l  rzeeting Norman P o u l t e r  w a s  ac- - 

cepted  as a f u l l  nember. His a d d r e s s  i s  Sandy Bay Caravan Park 
and h i s  p o s t a l  adclress P.O. box 169,  Sandy Bay, 7005. 

+ P r o s p e c t i v e  nember: Richard Keddie, S to rey  S t r e t t ,  Lt ,harys97215. 
+ New Nanes; 

Khaza.d-dun(Junee F l o r e n t i n e )  - forrzer ly  r e f e r r e d  t o  by number 
on ly  a s  JF  4-5. 
K e l l e r s  C e l l a r ( ~ t , A n n e )  - fo rmer ly  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  "ce "b&g hole': 
S e r p e n t i n e  Ex tens ion  - a nex e x t e n s i o n  i n  Khazad-dwl beginning 
a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  S e r p ~ n t i n e  Passage and a l s o  a t  t h e  low 
crawl  above t h e  1 5 '  l a d d e r  p i t c h .  

+ There a r e  s t r o n g  rumours t h a t  S ib  and Xe i th  Corbe t t  w i l l  be com- 
i n g  bz.ck t o  Tasmania soon from W.A. t o  work w i t h  t h e  Tasnanian 
Nines Degartment. 

+ It was 2ecided a t  t h e  l a s t  n e e t i n g  t o  c o n s t r u c t  R l e n g t h s  of 30 f  
l a d d e r .  We hope t o  make a s t a r t  on it  soon. 

Change o f  --- a d c r e s s ,  Southern Caving Soc ie ty .  P o s t a l  a d d r e s s  now a t  
P.-02 - Box P 

1 2 1 x n a h ,  - - - P Tas. 7009. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

- - - - p p p p 

TRIP REPORTS.- - - - - - -  
- - - p  

E x i t  Cave - Dec. 31 - Jan.5th .  m ( 1 8 )  B r i a n  C o l l i n ,  A l l a n  K e l l e r ,  I a n  Wood, kndrew Pavey, Nick 
P e t e r  l k t t h e w s ,  Chr i s  Cosgrove, J i n  Seabrook, Tony Culberg,  

Ted Anderson, Alan Rogers,  Rick Counse l l ,  Diana Counse l l ,  Ron Al lun ,  
Henry Shaumon, Harvey Cohen, John Bennet t ,  Bever ley Ri ley .  

For several .  days  t h e  p a r t y  was r e s t r i c t e d  by f l o o d  w a t e r s  t o  
s e v e r a l  n i l e s  of passages  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  i m e r  base canp(% mi le  
undcrgroilnd). A'i t h e  f i r s t  r e s p i t e  All-an K e l l e r  l e d  a i jarty t o  t h e  
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"Mud PassageP7 a r e a  off  t h e  t lEastern Grand F i s s u r e t s  where Henry promp 
- t l y  found a way i n t o  a mile  of new cave. With a p p e t i t e s  whetted t h e  
next  s e s s i o n  was occupied i n  d e t a i l e d  pushing of t h e  new s e c t i o n  and 
a compass and t a p e  t r a v e r s e  was made of t h e  main passage(3,OOO f t . )  
Flood waters  a g a i n  r e s t r i c t e d  movements and a day of r e s t  was d e c l a r  
-ed followed by a l e i s u r e l y  depar tu re  f r o n  t h e  cave. B,Collin. 
Mt.Anne - Jan. 6  - 10. 

(16)  Br ian  C o l l i n ,  Al lan  K e l l e r ,  I a n  Wood, Andrew Pavey, Nick 
Susan i~!fhite, Chr is  Cosgrove, J i m  Seabrook, Tony Culberg, Ted 

Anderson, Rick Counsel l ,  Ran  all^, Henry Shannon, John Bennet*, 
B i l l  Lehnann, E l l e n  Davies. 

Over 500' of l a d d e r  and 1 ,000 '  of rope p l u s  a s s o r t e d  ironmong- 
e r y  i n c l u d i n g  f o u r  t e l e c o n s ,  t h e  t r i p  up t o  t h e  base c a q  w i l l  be 
remembered by a l l .  

On t h e  second day t h e  No.1 '!big ho le"  was descended by Rl lan ,  
Andrew and Ron. Of equal  c r e d i t  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  was t h e  cool  e f f i -  
c i ency  of t h e  support  p a r t y  and I w i l l  long remember t h e  p r o j e c t  
from t h i s  a s p e c t  a lone.  

Techn ica l ly  t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h  was 4.20' f r e e  i n t o  a l a r g e  chanber 
from which by devious scungy ways t h e  cave f i n i s h e d  a t  a n  est imated 
d e p t h  of 510 f t .  

On t h e  t h i r d  day t h e  No.2 Isbig holef t  was descended, t h e  f i r s t  
p i t c h  being about 150 '  and t h e  cave ended a t  a  depth  of about 350'. 

Severa l  small h o l e s  were looked a t  without success  but  f u r t h e r  
e x p l o r a t i o n  was prevented by r a i n  on t h e  f o u r t h  day. The f i f t h  day 
was occupied i n  r e t u r n i n g  t o  Hobart. 

It has  been f o u r  y e a r s  s i n c e  t h e  d iscovery  of t h e  h o l e s  on M t .  
A m  and without  doubt i t  was a group e f f o r t  t h a t  f i n a l l y  a s c e r t a i n -  
ed what was at t h e  bottom. B. Co l l in .  
Midnight Bole - Jan. 12th .  
Pa r ty :  Br ian  C o l l i n ,  I a n  Wood, Andrew Pavey, Nick ' , k i t e ,  Chr is  Cos- 
grove,  Tony Culberg, Ted Anderson, Ron Allum, Henry Shankon. 

A one day t r i p  j u s t  f o r  t h e  s p o r t  of a b s e i l i n g .  
With t h e  f a l l a c i o u s  thought t h a t  two small p a r t i e s  would be 

quicker  -khan one of n ine  t h e  f i r s t  5  soon dropped fro!;l s i g h t  equipped 
wi th  2/120' ropes  and t h e  360 f o o t e r  which t h e y  were t o  l e a v e  i n  
p o s i t i o n  on t h e  las t  d rop(180 t ) .  

The second part%'  S r ap id  p u r s u i t  h a l t e d  a t  t h e  bo-tton of t h e  
f i r s t  d r o p ( % o t )  when t h e  rope jamned and Hick had t o  i n p r o v i s e  prus- 
s i k  loops.  On h i s  way up he had ample oppur tuni ty  t o  regreft  l e a v i n g  
h i s  jumars ou t s ide .  Henry being t h e  nan of i d e a s  i n  t h e  p a r t y  decid- 
ed dur ing  t h i s  period. of enforced i n a c t i v i t y  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t y  
could use a s p a r e  helmet and s e n t  h i s  express  n a i l  partway down t h e  
next  drop. 

The second group even tua l ly  descended t h e  cave t o  be n e t  by a  
r a t h e r  cold Hon whom I suspect  was too  r e l i e v e d  t o  express  t h e  many 
a p p r o p r i a t e  remarks he must have been th inking .  

Time was now r a t h e r  s h o r t  so only a  few minutes wzre spent  i n  
a new cave t h a t  could l i n k  up wi th  t h e  e x t e n s i ~ n  recen-t ly  found in 
Exi t .  k good t r i p  where s ightsee ing(er_forced)  prevented t h e  more 
s e r i o u s  a s g e c t s  of caving being c a r r i e d  out.  B.Collin. 

Khazad-dum - Jan.16th. 
Pa r ty :  Alber-t Goede, P e t e r  Shaw, Lai~llonis K a v a l i e r i s  aild P h i l i p  Rob- 
inson.  - 

A f t e r  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  A.S.F. Conference t r i p  t h e  week before  t h e  
p a r t y  e a g e r l y  s e t  of f  back t o  Khazad-dum. It was intended t o  explore  
t h e  upper passage and undescended 9 0 ( ? ) f t .  p i t c h ,  i n  t h e  hope of 
f i n d i n g  a  quick way down t o  t h e  main streanway. A t o r r e n t i a l  down- 
pour t h e  prcvious  n igh t  had caused t h e  cave t o  f i l l  a l n o s t  t o  f lood  
cond i t ions .  The t r i c k l e  of water i n  our r o u t e  had turned  t o  a  f a i r  
s t ream but  i t  was s t i l l  negot iable .  A t  t h e  cave ent rance  a  t r u s t y  
t r e e  was f e l l e d  and chopped up f o r  two s t o u t  belays.  The cave was 
entered  a t  11.30a.m. underneath t h e  ent rance  w a t e r f a l l  and along t h e  
"Serpent ine Passageit  t o  t h e  t o p  of t h e  p i t c h .  Depth he re  i s  180 f t .  
and s e v e r a l  hundred f e e t  from t h e  ent rance .  The l o g s  were placed i n  . 

p o s i t i o n  and t h e  p i t c h  laddered ,  Kav., wel l  protected. wiLh water- 
p roofs  and P h i l i p  with wet s u i t  descended t o  f i n d  a  very  wet 70' 
p i t c h .  Trouble was experienced lowering t a c k l e  wi th  a l edge  20' be- 
low t h e  top. A 1 0 '  climb followed t h e n  another  s h o r t  w a t e r f a l l  and 
another .  This  continued f o r  a  few hundred f e e t  t h e  passage winding 
around, 1% was d i f f i c u l t  t o  t e l l  which d i r e c t i o n  we were heading i n .  
The passage i s  o f t e n  narrow and h igh ,  t h e  rock  sharp  and w3athered. 
One cannot avoid a  soaking i n  t h e  climbs. Soon another  l a d d e r  p i t c h  
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was encountered, wet and 50' deep. The f i r s t  20' a r e  climbable wi th  
a rope. A t  t h e  botton? one l ands  on a  p i l e  of l a r g e  boulders ,  sharp 
wi th  some loose .  A 30'  v e r t i c a l  drop fol iows.  For once i n  t h e  pot- 
ho le  t h i s  i s  dry.  The stream s inks  i n  behind t h e  bould-ers and emerges 
a t  t h e  b ~ . s e  of t h e  p i t c h .  It was ladciered. Af tcr  a shor t  d i s t ance  
another  wet p i t c h  was encountered, 301 deep. No t a c k l e  l e f t  a r e t u r n  
t o  t h e  previous  301 p i t c h  was made. Kav. climbed up, dropj>ed t he  
ladder  a n d  t r i e d  t o  climb back down. Unfortu.nately c1ird.biii.g down 
without a l adde r  o r  rope proved much more d i f f i c u l t  than  cl imbing up 
without a l adde r  o r  rope. Nevsr t h e  l e s s  he even tua l ly  aropped down 
and t h e  next  301 w a t e r f a l l  was laddered.  ' P h i l i p  desceiid.ed f i nd ing  
two 1 0 '  c l imbable w a t e r f a l l s  and a  small  than-ber. k l a r g e  rock wedg- 
ed i n  t h e  r i f t  was climbed and t h e  s t r ean . fo l lowed  a long a crawl t o  
a 1 2  f t .  waterfall. This was overhanging and impossible t o  climb 
without t a ck l z .  Thus t h e  pothole goes on, wet and spor t ing .  Depth 
reached down t h i s  r ou t e  i s  estimated a t  5 0 0 t ,  n i l e  from the  en- 
t r ance .  Depth down t h e  main way i n  Khazad-dun i s  -65Ot. Ho r o a r  03 
water was heard a t  t h e  1 2 I  p i t ch .  !!hether t h e  two l i n k  up i s  s t i l l  
t o  be determined, a l though i t  i s  v e r j l i k e l y .  Two co ld9  wet cavers  
r e tu rned  t c  t h e  70 f t .  p i t ch .  A t  t h e  t op  we were welconed by Albert  
and P e t e r  a l s o  very cold a f t e r  a 2-3 hour w a i t .  The t r i p  l a s t e d  s i x  
hours .  Returning t o  t h e  c a r  a t r a c k  was narked with red  t ape  along 
t h e  s i d e  of t h e  dry  va l l ey .  This  meets t h e  old t r a c k  j u s t  before i t  
heads down t h e  va l l ey .  Even though a  l i t t l e  ho r i zon t a l  i s  encounter- 
ed on t h e  new t r a c k ,  a  walk i n  of 30 - 40 ~n ins .  with a  heavy pack 

1 d  now be uossibl  e ,  ?.Robi mn. 

SERPENTINE EXTENSION. , -- - -- --.m--. ... . -- - a-- 4,-- - - - - ~ . t e ~ l ; . i i v ~ - ~ a & - e -  
wet 70' ? i t c h .  Grade 1. sketch. 

Q_!c?L -. .. ._ . .. . . . - 

30'  p i t c h  

wet 301 p i t c h  

Khazad-dun - 23,24 Jan. 1971. 
Pa r ty :  PQil ip Robinson(1eader) , Pc t e r  Sham, Kevin Kiernan, Lairnonis 
Kava l i e r i s ,  Kom Pou l t e r ,  Chris  Ha r r i s ,  Gregg Blake John Norley and 
S t u a r t  NLcholas. 

I n  a  h igh ly  success fu l  expedi t ion  t he  ~ u s t r a l i a n  depth  record 
has  becn broken. 860' underground t h e  t e a n  r a n  out of cquipnen-tt a t  
t h e  head of a  100'  w a t e r f a l l .  The cave must su r e ly  be a t  l e a s t  10001 
deep. Unllke t h e  o the r  deep potholes  i t  i s  over 1 mile  long,  3500 f t .  
of passage having been surveyed a l ready.  

We a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  Junee honestead, Maydena on t h e  Pr iday evening 
It was deciCcd t o  s e t  off  Saturday morning and have one long t r i p ,  
poss ib ly  through t o  Sunday morning. It  l a s t e d  e igh teen  hours.  

Thc teain w a s  reduced t o  e i gh t  when S tua r t  dzveloped stomach 
t r oub l e s .  To save time Pe t e r ,  P h i l i p ,  Norm and Kav. s c t  o f f  i n  ad- 
vance 30 l e & e r  t h e  e a r l y  p i t ches .  A 45 min. walk through t h e  scrub 
and we were down t h e  cave a t  11.00 a . m .  Mounds of laddcr  and ropes  
were f e r r i e d  through. 100 f t .  i n s i d e  t h e  entrance t h e  1 5 '  s c a l i n g  
pole p i t c h  was ascended. This l ed  zlong a walking passagE t o  a  1 5  f t .  





S p e l e o  - S,a&12 Page 6. F e b r u a r y ,  1971.  

e r e d .  Here  we were  j o i n e d  by  John ,  C h r i s ,  Gregg, Kevin  2nd t h e  r e s t  
of t h e  g e a r .  The 7 0 '  p i t c h  was r i g g e d  o p p o s i t e  a v e r y  i ; - ~ i ; ~ ~ c . s s i v e  
w a t e r f a l l .  Undernea th  t h e  t a l u s  p i l e  t h e  n e x t  p i t c h ,  9 4 ' ,  was l a d d e r -  
ed.  T h i s  r u n s  n e x t  t o  a n c t h e r  w a t e r f a l l  1 0 0 '  h i g h .  

Gregg,  Y h i l i p  and C h r i s  p r e s s e d  o n  down an e x c i t i n g  s treamway 
8 0 0 '  l o n g  t o  t h e  t o p  o f  a 2 0 '  w a t e r f a l l .  The l a d d e r  c a n  be h u q  t o  
one s i d e  o f  t h e  w a t e r .  Soon a f t e r  t h e  head of  a 30 '  w a t e r f a l l  p i t c h  
marked t h e  cnd o f  p r e v i o u s  e x p l o r a t i o n ( a n  B.S.P. conference t r i p  9 t h  
J a n , )  ho way t o  a v o i d  t h e  w a t e r  w a s  o b v i o u s  s o  we a l l  g o t  s a t u r a t e d .  
A s h o r t  p a s s a g e  l e d  t o  a 1 5 '  d r o p  i n  t h e  w a t e r  once  more, Va lk ing  o n  
y e t  a n o t h e r  s h o r t  w a t e r f a l l  p i t c h  f o l l o w e d ,  2 5 '  deep .  Hcre Gregg had 
t o  s t a y .  H i s  s o l e  g a v e  way and h e  had t o  l a s t  t h z  r e s t  o f  t h e  t r i p  
w i t h  one b o o t .  J o h n  a r r i v e d  w i t h  f u r t h e r  bad news. T r y i n g  t o  a v o i d  
t h e  3 0 '  w a t e r f a l l  a r o c k  had  bounced,  b r u i s i n g  NormsB a n k l e .  He had 
r e t u r n e d  w i t h  P e t e r .  T h i s  l e f t  t h r e e  o f  u s  t o  c o n t i n u e ,  C h r i s ,  J o h n  
and P h i l i p .  Kav. and Kevin  were beh ind  d o i n g  a s p l e n d i d  job  s u r v e y i n g  

Down two s h o r t  c l i m b s  a 2 5 '  p i t c h  was l a d d e r e d  o u t  o f  t h e  w a t e r .  
A 1 0 '  w a t e r f a l l  was c l i m b e d ,  t h e  p a s s a g e  f o l l o w e d  f o r  a s h o r t  way 
t o  a n o t h e r  1 O V  c l i m b ,  t h e 3  a 3 0 '  p i t c h .  With one l a d d e r  l e f t  a fran- 
t i c  s e a r c h  f o r  a b e l a y  p o i n t  was made. Using a 6 0 '  r o p e ( t h e  l a s t  of t 

t h e  t a c k l e )  J o h n  b e l a y e d  t h e  l a d d e r  way back i n  t h e  p a s s a g s .  P h i l i p ,  
ha l f -d rowned ,  descended  what seemed t h e  w e t t e s t  p i t c h  o f  a l l .  20 f t .  
l a t e r  a n  er iornous b l a c k  chasm e n g u l f e d  t h e  whole w a t e r .  Kocks th rown 
down t o o k  s e v e r a l  s e c o n d s ,  a 1 0 0 '  p i t c h  i s  t h e  e s t i i x t e .  The w a t e r  
must be  avoided.  o n  t h i s  d r o p .  It w i l l  be  d i f f i c u l t .  The c a v e  was as  
d r y  a s  e v e r  t h i s  s w u e r ,  t h e  w a t e r  t h u n d e r i n g  down s t i l l  f e a r s o m e .  
I n  a n y t h i n g  b u t  t h e s e  d r y  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e  l o w e r  w a t e r f a l l s  would have  
t o  be  a v o i d e d .  A l t i m e t e r  c h e c k s  back  t o  t h e  1st 3 0 '  w a t e r f a l l  showed. 
a d r o p  o f  2 1 0 '  + - l o t .  Kav. and Kevin su rveyed  down 650 '  t o  t h i s  
p o i n t .  Thus t h e  d e p t h  r e a c h e d  i s  8 6 0 ' .  

A s t r e n u o u s  r e t u r n  was made back u p  t h e  w a t c r f a l l s .  J o h n  d i d  
some e x c i t i n g  a c r o b a t i c s  on  Norm's !!dry p i t c h u .  a l t h o u g h  Norm had 
a v o i d e d  t h e  w t e r  a s e v e r e  c l i m b  a t  t h e  t o p  was needed.  J o h n  r e r i g -  
ged t h e  3 0 '  1 ) i t c h  back i n  t h e  w a t e r  f o r  P h i l i p ,  C h r i s  and  Gregg t o  
a s c e n d .  The s t r a i n  08 many h o u r s  underground was now b e g i n n i n g  t o  
t e l l .  P e o p l e  were  weary  m e n t a l l y  and p h y s i c a l l y ,  d r a g g i n g  a l l  t h e  
g e a r  o u t  520 '  l a d d e r ,  8 0 0 '  r o p e  i n  a l l .  A l l  e i g h t  g a t h e r e d  a t  t h e  
b a s e  o f  t h e  9 2 '  f r e e  h a n g e r ,  f o o l i s h l y  l e f t  u n l i n e d .  No one a t  t h i s  
s t a g e  was c o n f i d e n t  enough t o  c l i m b  i t  w i t h o u t  rope .  T'wenty m i n u t e s  
l a t e r  &egg,  f r e e z i n g  and wet w i t h  one b o o t ,  s e t  o f f  w i t h  s l i n g ,  had 
s e v e r a l  r e s t s  b u t  f i n a l l y  made i t .  The r e s t  o f  u s  f o l l o w e d .  It i s  . . 

s u r p r i s i n g  how s u c h  a s h o r t  p i t c h  i s  a n  o b s t a c l e  a f t e r  nany  h o u r s  
c o n t i n u o u s  e f f o r t  underg round .  The r e s t  was r o u t i n e .  h 1 1  mere o u t  of 
t h e  c a v e  a t  4.00 a . m .  Sunday morning i n  f r o n t  o f  a r o a r i n g  f i r e .  
Y a i t i n g  t i l l  d a y l i g h t  a r e t u r n  o u t  o f  t h e  bush  was made t o  t h e  c a r s .  

The p a r t y  was a n  e x c e l l e n t  one.  Everyone d i d  a w o n d e r f u l  job. 
The n e x t  e x p e d i t i o n ? ?  

A p a r t y  o f  f o u r  o r  f i v e  p u r e l y  f o r  s u p p o r t  would b e  v e r y  wel- 
come. They would spend s e v e r a l  h o u r s  l a d d e r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  p i t c h e s .  
A n o t h e r  p a r t y  c o u l d  t h e n  e n t e r  and h o p e f u l l y  push  r i g h t  down below 
t h e  1 0 0 '  w a - t e r f a l l .  Met by t h e  r e s t e d  s u p p o r t  p a r t y  o n  t h e i r  r e t u r n  
t h e y  c o u l d  a l l  h a u l  t h e  g e a r  o u t  t o g e t h e r .  

P h i l i p  Robinson.  

A Thought On K h a z a d - d b .  
The w i s e  nan g r a t i f i e s  e v e r y  a p p e t i t e  and e v e r y  p a s s i o n  w h i l e  

t h e  f o o l  s a c r i f i c e s  a l l  t h e  r e s t  t o  p a l l  and s a t i a t e  one. 
F ie ld i -ng .  

P.S. Khazad-db - s h o u l d  be  s p e l t  t h i s  way b u t  my t y p e  w r i t e r  d o e s  n o t  
p o s s e s s  one o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  h 

Ed . 


