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March 1'5 - Saturday: Conplete c u t t i n g  of t r a c k  t o  !leld River.  

Leave 7  a.m. from 8  Bath St.  Leader: A. Goede. 

March 27,28 - Weekend: Tr ip  t o  Ex i t  Cave t o  f u r t h e r  explore new 

extens ion .  Leader: B. C o l l i n  o r  P. Robinson. 
March '51 - Wednesday: ANNUAL GENERBL MEETING. 8 pen. a t  

> 

6 8 Bath S t r e e t ,  B a t t e r y  Poin t .  Make su re  you a r e  
t h e r e ,  e l e c t i o n  of new p r e s i d e n t ,  vice- ixes .  and 

committee f o r  t h e  coning year .  

A p r i l  9-12 - Eas te r :  Lake idargaret a r e a .  Canping ou t .  To explore  

caves r e c e n t l y  found. by u r t h u r  Clarke. Inpress ive  

g l a c i a l  scenery.  Owners of 4 wheel d r i v e  v e h i c l e s  

e s p e c i a l l y  i n v i t e d .  Leader: F. Brown o r  A. Goede. 
-. - 

A p r i l  24 - Saturday: Day t r i p  t o  
E x i t  Cave wi th  group.:~of 
15  phys ica l  educat ion  
s t u d e n t s  doing Adventu 
type  t r a i n i n g  wi th  I a i n  
Barnes. Leader: t o  be i 
a;spointed. 

E D I T O R I A L .  
i 

Khaead-dun - now 970 f e e t  deep !! 
I 

Another A u s t r a l i a n  de7th  record and I 
i t  keeps on going. The A u s t r a l i a  Day 
long weekend saw a  combined T .  C .  C .  - 
S.C.S. p r t y  launch another  a s s a u l t  j 
on t h i s  f a s c i n a t i n g ,  f r u s t r a t i n g  and 
enerva t ing  system. 

The dcvance p a r t y  was under - 
ground f o r  21-5 hours .  Far  too  long 
f o r  e f f i c i e n t  caving a s  i t  turned o  
The r e t u r n  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  was sone - 
what a k i n  t o  lVapoleon9s r e t r e a t  f r o n  
Moscow as cold and exhausted cavers  
s t rugg led  ~ a i n f u l l y  wi th  mountains 
gea r .  Unllke Napoleon but more 
through good luck  t h a n  judgement we 
managed not  t o  l e a v e  any gear  o r  bods 
behind. 

Wny of u s  on reaching  t h e  
f a c e  swore a  so lenn 02th  not  t o  r e -  
t u r n  t o  t h i s  d a s t a r d l y  cave. No 
doubt we w i l l  be back but i t  w i l l  not 
be before  next  sumier. The t r i p  was 
not  without  i t s  successes .  The 70 & 

l 
95 f t .  ladc1er p i t c h e s  were by-passed 
fo l lowing a new r o u t e  which involved 
only  a 25  ax.1 a  60 f t .  p i t c h .  A 1  - 
though t h e  wet way down from t h e  860 1 
f t .  l e v e l  roved a  l i t t l e  too  wet t o  I 
be f e a s i b l e  a deep d r y  s h a f t  was 
covered t o  go down frola t h i s  l e v e l  
and no doubt w i l l  be t h e  main o b j e c t  
i v e  of t h e  next  e x ; ~ e d i t i o n .  i 
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Meanwhile some planning and p repara t ion  during t h e  coning win- 
t e r  could ir.?i)rove our chances f o r '  next sum -er.  Gear handl ing could 
be speeded up if ropes a s  wel l  a s  l adders  were carried. i n  bags. 
P e t r o l  p r i n u s e s  a r e  much super io r  t o  s o l i d  f u e l  s toves  and should 
be t aken  next  t i n e .  The 150 f t .  s h a f t  should be r igged f o r  lower- 
i n g  and r ~ i s i n g  of gear .  A te lephone l i n e  f r o n  t h e  su r face  t o  t h e  
bo t ton  of t h e  92 f t .  l a d d e r  drop would obvia te  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  a 
support  p r t y  t o  wai t  long hours a t  t h e  t o p  of t h i s  p i t c h  and 
would l e a v e  t h e n  i n  b e t t e r  shape t o  a s s i s t  wi th  t r a n s p o r t  of gear .  
Use of nechanica l  a b s e i l i n g  and rope c l i r b i n g  nethodo would consid- 
e r a b l y  reduce m o u n t  of gea r  r equ i red  f o r  t h e  cave. No doubt o the r  
improvenents a r e  p o s s i b l e  and i t  i s  worth g iv ing  sone thought while 
t h e  experience i s  f r e s h  i n  our ninds.  

C L U B  N E W S .  

+ Congra tu la t ions  t o  Bernard Howe and h i s  b r i d e  who took t h e  
plunge on 20th Feb. We hope t o  see  them a t  t h e  next n e e t i n g  a s  we 
have not  y e t  had t h e  p leasure  of meeting her .  She ~ ius - t  be a n  under- 
s tanding  wonan a s  Bernard s t a t e &  i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  t h a t  
we nay s t a r t  s ee ing  h i n  aga in  on t r i p s  soon. Thei r  new address  i s  
46 McKinly S t r e e t ,  Midway P o i n t ,  7171. 
+ New nenbers:  Congra tu l t ions  t o  t h e  fo l lowing t w o  new nenbers 
e l e c t e d  a t  t h e  l a s t  g e n e r a l  meeting: 

P 

u r t h u r  Clarke ,  2/46 King S t r e e t ,  Sandy Bay, 7005. ( P u l l  i e n b e r )  
David Cripi?s, 442 E l i zabe th  S t r e e t ,  North Hobart, ( J u n i o r  riember) . 
+ Cave -nullbering: - Junee F l o r e n t i n e .  

Four caves were numbered i n  t h i s  a r e a  dur ing  t h e  l a s t  nonth. 
A l l  were nunbered on 28/2/71. 
JP 12 - Unnaned pothole  discovered on 28/2/71. Unexplored. Depth 

of f i r s t  s h a f t  e s t i n a t e d  60 f t .  ~tunber  placed on t r e e  
a s  no rock f a c e  a v a i l a b l e .  

JP 1 3  - Urmaned pothole  discovered and explored on 7/2/71. Depth 
approx. 300 f t .  Four l adder  p i t c h e s  of 30, 60, 180, and 
30 f t .  

JF 1 4  - Unnaned pothole  discovered and p a r t i a l l y  explored on 
7/2/71. Depth reached 70 f t .  

JP 15  - Hcirygoat Hole. Dhscovered on 26/9/70. hxplored on 18/10/ 
1970 t o  dep th  of approx. 150 f t .  

+ New caving a r e a s :  
-caving a r e a s  have turned  up s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  Sp ie l .  

Arthur Clarke who has been geo log ica l  f i e l d  a s s i s t a n t  f o r  Mt.Lyel1 
dur ing  t h e  s u n ~ i e r  r e p o r t s  t h e  presence of caves i n  t h e  s i d e  of a  
gorge i n  t h e  Lake Margaret a r e a  N.E. of Queenstown. The caves 
occur i n  an z r e a  g l a c i a t e d  dur ing  t h e  i c e  ages  and a t  a n  a l t i t u d e  
of 2000 f t .  They a r e  i n  Gordon l i n e s t o n e  and c o n t a i n  fort-lation and 
glow woras, A t r i p  t o  t h e  a r e a  i s  planned a t  Eas ter .  

A sr-lall p a r t y  of t h e  Manuka Club have repor ted  sor?e cave en- 
t r a n c e s  i n  l a r g e  d o l i n e s  i n  t h e  Cracrof t  a rea .  One has  a Kubla Khan 
l i k e  ent rance  while another  has  a  s t rong  draught.  A r e g o r t  f r o m  
t h e  p a r t y  t h a t  t h e  rock i s  dark nay i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i t  i s  Gordon 
l i n e s t o n e  r a t h e r  than  dolomite.  If t h i s  i s  s o  t h e  prospects  f o r  
l a r g e  cavcs a r e  e x c e l l e n t .  
+ Adventure Tra in ing:  A l e t t e r  has  been received f r o n  I a i n  Bhrnes 
(Xat ional  F i t n e s s  Counci l )  ask ing  f o r  our a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t a k i n g  15 
f i n a l  year  i ~ h y s i c a l  educat ion s tuden t s (age  20 - 21, 6  rlen and 9  
wonen) on n da t r i p  t o  Exi t  Cave on Saturda 24 t h  h p i l .  The 
s t u d e n t s  w i l l  %e dolng t h i s  o s  p a r t  of a  1 5  !by adventure t pe 

We hope t h a t  c lub  nen~bers  w i l l  p a r t i c i p a t e .  
camp and t h e n  programne a l s o  inc ludes  canoelng and bushwal 1%. 

+ Congra tu la t ions  t o  Cl ive  and S a l l y  Kor r i s  on t h e  b i r t h  of t h e i r  
second o f f  sp r ing .  

T R I P  R E P O R T S .  
1 Junee Area(approx.s  mi le  S. E. of Khazad-dm) . 

Date: Sunday, 7 t h  February,  1971. 
Pa r ty :  Br ian ,  J e a n e t t e  and P e t e r  C o l l i n ,  B i l l  Lehnann, Pe te r  Shaw, 
Kevin Kiernan, P h i l i p  Robinson, S t u a r t  Nicholas and David Cripps. 

The purpose of t h e  t r i p  was t o  f i n d  a  d i r e c t  d r  way from t h e  
s u r f a c e  i n t o  Khazad-dum t h a t  would by-pass t h e  1 0 d t .  w a t e r f a l l  
(now known t o  be 70 f t .  ). We f a i l e d  but t h e  t r i p  was not  withou* 
i n t e r e s t .  

A s u i t a b l e  h o l e  was found(nunbered JF 1 3  on 28/2/71)? it  prov- 
ed t o  be a nore  v e r t i c a l  than  h o r i z o n t a l  system, i n  f a c t  i t s  pr in-  
c i p a l  di i lensions were 50 f t .  h o r i z o n t a l ,  and 300 f t .  v e r t i c a l .  The 
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p i t c h e s  being 38, 60, 180 and 30 f t .  
The e s t i n a t e d  depth of t h e  180 f o o t e r  var ied  from 150 f t .  t o  

400 f t .  s o  Kevin descended us ing  190 f t .  of ladder .  A ledge  a t  100 
f e e t  was 2 welcone s u r p r i s e  but t h e  30 f t .  drop near t h e  bo t ton  
of t h e  180 f t . e r  was awkward a s  he had no spare  l adcer .  A wet Kev- 
i n ,  B i l l  2nd Peter(Shaw) cane t o  t h e  su r face  f o r  a conference. The 
outcome savi P h i l i p  a t  t h e  bo t ton  of t h e  180 f o o t e r ,  B r i m  90 f t .  
down t h e  sane p i t c h  and prevented f r o n  going f u r t h e r  a s  t h e  l adder  
had cau:;ht on a p ro j ec t i on  and Kevin on belay. ~ n o t h c r  lengthy con- 
ference .  The outcone t h i s  tirne was t h a t  Brian joined IZevin and 
P h i l i p  descended t h e  30 f t .  p i t c h  on h i s  own. P h i l i p  r e tu rned  t o  
t h e  bottof! of t h e  180 foo t e r  and c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  s a f e t y  rope. Kevin 
promptly t i e d  a  s t r a y  rope end t o  a  belay and Br ian  threw P h i l i p  
a l l  t h e  s a f e t y  rope a s  requested.(Curses unpr in tab le  were heard.)  
Some t i n e  was spent i n  g e t t i n g  another  s a f e t y  rope an6 a  wet P h i l  
B r i a n  anc? Kevin cane t o  t h e  surface .  

Whilst t h e  f i r s t  a t t e n p t  was i n  progress  S t u a r t ,  David, Brian,  
J e a n e t t e  and P e t e r ( ~ n r . )  looked a t  a  second hole  sorle 300 yards t o  
t h e  ea s t .  (Nuribered JF 1 4  on 28/2/71). S tua r t  r a n  out of l adder  a t  
60 f t .  Davii! bottoned a t  70 f t .  and f roWl  h i s  d e s c r i ~ t i o n  it  appear- 
ed t h a t  a mssage  continued si1;ilar t o  JF 10. The p a r t y  re turned 
t o  t h e  o-thcrs a t  JP 13. 

By t h e  way both caves had soaky type  shower sys te - l s  i n s t a l l e d  
and e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  f i r s t  one(JF 1 3 )  sorle i n t r i g u c i n g  ledges  of 
loose  rocks  which took t h e  .onotony out of wdit ing f o r  t h e  next 
person t o  corx down. 

Sor:e apC but unpr in tab le  nanes have been suggcstcd f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  cave. A good t r i p ,  Br ian  Coll in .  

I da  Bay - , 13 th  February, 1971. 
Par ty :  , J eane t t e  and Pe te r  Co l l i n ,  Pe t e r  Shaw, Phi1 
Robinson, Alber t  Goede, S tua r t  Nicholas, David Criplis and Sillon 
Stephens. 

The p a r t y  l e f t  Hobart a t  7  a.n. with t h e  r a t h e r  op t iy l i s t i c  
f e c l i n g  t h a t  t h e  day would see  a  t r iurLphant  l i n k  ui) between t h e  
sriall swal-let  near  t h e  old quarry  and Exi t  Cave. Maybc we should 
not have gone on t h e  13th! Jeane t t e  and Pe t e r  were l e f t  a t  base i n  
t h e  o ld  quarry  with a  good f i r e  going. Then t h e  s i x  of u s  headed 
f o r  t h e  s n a l l e t  which was not q u i t e  as scungy and dangerous as 
Br ian  had l e d  u s  t o  be l i eve .  It d id  not t ake  long t o  reach t h e  
20 f t .  p i t c h  a t  which t h e  f i r s t  pa r t y  had stopped. P h i l i p  went 
down and a f t e r  fo l lowing a passage a t  t h e  bo t ton  f o r  a  sho r t  d i s -  
tance  found t h a t  t h e  cave ended i n  an  i r lpenetrable  crack. Meanwhile 
Sinon and Alber t  explored a  passage near  t h e  t op  and t o  t h e  l e f t  
of t h e  20 f t .  p i t c h  but  t h i s  continued back towards t h e  su r face  
and was followed as f a r  a s  poss ib le .  The only f i n d  of i n t e r e s t ,  was 
an  Idacarabus b e e t l e  co l l e c t ed  by d l b e r t .  Rather d isa2pointed  we 
untackled cave and re turned t o  t h e  quarry  f o r  lunch. Suggested 
nalxe f o r  swa l l e t  - D i s a p ~ o i n t n e n t  Pot. 

Ear ly  a f t e rnoon  saw a  couple of hours  of scrub bashing i n  a n  
a r ea  t o  t h e  S.%. of t h e  quarry.  It c o n s i s t s  of broken li!!estone 
wi th  nuicrous  d o l i n e s  and m a l l  caves none of any s ign i f i cance .  
F i n a l l y  on going u p h i l l  we found a  prorlising hole .  Si.?on went down 
a  20 f t .  p i t c h  on 2 rope but  repor ted  use of l adde r s  de s i r ab l e .  
Alber t  and David went back t o  t h e  quarry t o  c o l l e c t  so:le gear .  The 
ent rdnce  p i t c h  having been r igged Brian,  Hlber t  and P e t e r  went 
down. A t  t h e  bottorl of t h e  p i t c h  a  t i g h  s t r e a : ,  passage can be f o l -  
lowed f c r  a  s h o r t  d i s t ance  - then  another  10  f t .  drop wi th  a  pas- 
sage t o  t h e  r i g h t  t o  a  s n a l l  cha:iber. Fro:i he re  an  i nc r ea s ing ly  
t i g h t  strearz passage s lopes  downwards. Brian went f i r s t  and r epo r t -  
ed two ho l e s  too  si:all t o  e n t e r  a l though a draught was not iced .  
Then Alber t  decided t h a t  t h e  l e f t  hole  could perhaps be deep- 
ened by r e i c v a l  of waterworn boulders .  This sugges t ion  was follow- 
ed up by Pe t e r  who Aloved therz out of t h e  l e f t  ho le  i n t o  t h e  r i g h t  
one but  found t h a t  solie l a r g i s h  rocks near t h e  f a r  end were in -  
pos s ib l e  t o  shd f t .  He turned h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  r i g h t  ho le  by 
s h i f t i n g  t h e  boulders  back i n t o  t h e  l e f t  one. He then  atterzpted t o  
g e t  through f e e t  f i r s t  but found h i s  shoulders  j a r~ led .  A s l i g h t e r  
person !lay be a b l e  t o  ge t  through a s  t h e  passage see.._s t o  widen 
a  l i t t l e  beyond. The use of explos ives  i s  another  p o s s i b i l i t y .  
This  cave i s  worth another  t r y  and t h c  nalle slBottlencck Cavet1 i s  
suggested. Albert  Goede. 
BE THERE, GET WI- l - 

-- ANNUAL, GENERAL NE23TI?~Z 31/3/71. 
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KHHZkD-DUTiI - Peb 27 - March 1, 1971.  
Par ty :  P h i l i p  Robinson, k l b e r t  ~ o e d e  ( l e ade r s  ) , &&er Shaw , Bornan 
Pou l t e r ,  David Cripps,  S tua r t  Mcholas ,  Richard Blooc~f ie ld ,  Kevin 
~ i e r n a n ( B C ~ ,  T C C )  , Chris  Harris(SCS) , Graexe Vatt($CS) , David IVIit- 
chell(SCS4, Del ia  Maloney(who did  t he  cooking) ,  and su r face  sup- 
por t  p a r t y  on Sat .  Bob Cocker i l l  and Aleks Terauds f r o  I $CS. 

Ninehundred and seventy f e e t  down and forced back by a raging 
t o r r e n t  of a  w a t e r f a l l .  Depth unknown. So ended one of t h e  ha rde s t ,  
rnost e x c i t i n g  caving expiidit ions i n  Tas :~ania  f o r  zany years .  Khaz- 
ad-dun i s  providing a  r e a l  chal lenge ,  one which few yeople wanted 
but  a l l  expected. 

Fouteen people gathered a t  t h e  Junee hoxestead on Saturday 
norning. Kopes were h igh  of breaking 1000 f t .  Conditions were d ry  
and t h e  weather good. 700 f t .  of l adder ,  1000 f t .  of rope p lus  
b o l t s  and s l i n g s  were haulcd through t h e  scrub t o  t h e  cave entrance. 
The day was spent ladder ing  t he  e a r l y  p i t che s  and drak,,ing t he  
t a c k l e  t o  t h e  20 f t .  w a t e r f a l l ,  590 f t .  underground. A l l  was rout -  
i n e  down t h e  f a ~ l i l i a r  drops,  t he  1 5 '  s c a l i ng  pole pi-tch, t h e  1 5 '  
l adde r ,  100 '  rope clir:b,  t h e  f l a t t e n e r ,  t h e  92 '  f r e e  hanger on t o  
t he  rock p i l e ,  t h e  70'  and t h e  f i n a l  9 5 '  p i t c h  next t o  t h e  water fa l l .  
The work was e s s e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  f i n a l  push on Sunday. 

Not a l l  e leven cavers  were needed f o r  lowering t h e  gear.  N o r r ,  
Pe te r  and Chr is  s e t  of f  t o  explore a  passage a t  t he  base of the  
rock p i l e ,  depth -300'. A 25' p i t c h  was descended and followed 
along t o  a  60' drop. Norn descended on a  rope t o  f ind  hi l lself  a t  
the  base of t he  95 '  p i t c h  i n  t h e  streailway. A easy w a j  down had 
been found, avoiding t h e  70' and 95'  l adder  p i t ches .  

Unfortunately by t h i s  t i l i e  a l l  t h e  gear had been lowered down 
the  70 '  p i t c h  and t h e  old rou te  had t o  be followed. How Norn clirLb- 
ed back t h e  60' p i t c h  on a rope i s  s t i l l  a  nystery.  The f i r s t  
25' i s  a  v e r t i c a l  wa l l ,  then  a  ledge and a  f u r t h e r  one 1 5 '  frori  
t h c  t013.  

~ f i t h  no gear  a t  a l l  the  su r face  was reached very  speed i ly  and 
t h e  walk back through t h e  bush was wonderful. S a t u r d ~ y s  t r i p  under- 
ground l a s t e d  seven hours.  

Everyone was renarkably l i v e l y  on Sunday !lorning, eager t o  be 
away. A i7arty of s i x ,  P h i l i p ,  P e t e r ,  N o r i ~ ,  Kevin, Chr is  and Graerle 
were t o  r each  t he  bc t t on  a t  860'  and push i t  t o  t h e  lhit .  A t  12.00 
noon Albcr t  and David Mitchel l  en tered  t o  belay t he  92'  f r e e  ham-  
e r .  They re turned t o  the  su r face  cojzing back oh Sunday n igh t  w i t K  
Richard and David Cripps.  

The new rou t e  was-followed, t he  25' and 60' p i t che s  r igged 
with ladcler. Yhe s i x  descended t o  t h e  20' w a t e r f a l l  t o  f i n d  rzounds 
of l adde r s  and ropes  l e f t  t he  previous day. S p l i t t i n g  up, P h i l i p ,  
Pe ter  and Noru s e t  off  l addcr ing  t he  shor t  wa t e r f a l l s .  The o the r s  
followed wi th  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  gear .  The 20, 30, 15,25,25 and 30 f t .  
p i t che s  were descended t o  a  depth of 860' .  averyone was now cold 
and e x t r e . 1 ~ 1 ~  wet ba t t e r ed  about on the  w a t e r f a l l s ,  ~ b s e i l i n g  down 
the  w a t e r f a l l s  was found t o  be h igh ly  e x h i l i r a t i n g  a l s o  reducing 
the  tii-e spent  i n  t he  water.  It took f i v e  hours t o  reach the  bot- 
ton. An hour was spent  d r i v ing  i n  a  b o l t  beneath t he  spray  and ga l e  

rovided by t he  l a s t  30 ' .  Each person eager ly  awaitkd a  bash with 
!he h a m ~ e r .  Even wet s u i t s  were i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  keep one war]:. 

Meanwhile, t h e  drop was t r aversed  t o  f i n d  a  dry  passage run- 
ning f o r  30 - 40' t o  a  s r la l l  charlber. Prori he re  one could c l i ~ r b  up 
a 1 2 '  wa l l .  Peering over a  d ry  q u i e t  s h a f t  f e l l  away i n t o  t h e  dark- 
ness.  Four seconds l a t e r  a rock h i t  t h e  bo t ton  bouncing off  a ledge  
t w o  seconds down. This  was a  g r e a t  oppnrtuni ty t o  avoid t h e  water- . The b o l t ,  however, provided a  d ry i sh  p i t c h  next t o  t h e  water- 
f a l l .  There were t h u s  t w o  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  It was decided t o  fol low 
~ t h e  strea.lway t o  t he  l i n i t .  I f  we could go no f u r t h e r  then  we would 
\ r e t u rn  t o  t h i s  d ry  rou te .  

Attached t o  t he  eyebo l t ,  ladder  was lowered over t he  drop. 
'Kcvin descended a 70'  f r e e  hanging p i t ch .  P h i l i p ,  Nor11 Chris  and 
ltackle followed. Down a  1 0 '  w a t e r f a l l  and a  pool chcs t  deep another  
p i t c h  was encountered. For ty  f e e t  down what appeared t o  be t he  b o b  
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tor-1 could be seen. Ladder was a t t ached  t o  t h e  end of t h e  70 ' .  
Kevin descended. I n  t h e  n idd le  of a  trenendous w a t e r f a l l  h i s  l i g h t  
d i s a p p e z e d  down, 101. .20 ' . . .30 '  ..... t h e n  a  t e r r i f i c  s h r i e k  of 
llup ropeis (and Ksvin s e t t l e d  f o r  t h e  Isor bus t  Slowly lie dragged 
h i c s e l f  over t h e  edge badly shaken, exhausted and a  hi trifle" wet. 
Apparently what we could see  was only a  s loping  lebge,  The p i t c h  
continuec- w e l l  below 301 - it  could even be 100 ' .  It was t oo  dan- 
gerous t o  cont inue down t h i s  p i t c h  with Kevin suf.Cerin:.: shock, t h e  
cons tan t  r o u  of water ]xiking i t  d i f f i c u l *  t o  hear  one ano the r ,  
t h e  cold  drauc;ht and everyone soaked. We had t o  r e t u r n .  Cven wi th  
b o l t s  t h i s  w a t e r f a l l  could not be avoided. Kevin h2d rezched 970f-t. 

Soon, belayc6 by Graerie and Pe te r  we were back up t h e  70' p i t ch .  
Moving i n t o  t h e  d r y  passage an  atter?pt.ed brew up followed. The 
s o l i d  f u e l  s tove  was very  slow. Nevertheless we were a l l  g r a t e f u l  
f o r  a  few :?outhfuls of warr.1 chicken soup and stewed apisle. It was 
too  l a t e  t o  a t te r lp t  t h e  d ry  a l t e r n a t i v e  rxch a s  we woulci have l i k e d  
t o  do so. :!e had been down 9% hours.  It would t a k e  a long t i c e  t o  
hau l  t h e  g e a r  r i g h t  out of t h e  cave. 

Chr i s ,  Kevin and Morr; s e t  off  back wi th  t a c k l e  l aav ing  P h i l i p ,  
P e t e r  and Graene t o  de-r ig  t h e  p i t ches .  It was a  very  slow r e t u r n .  
People were s l eepy ,  cold and exhausted. Tine was wasted haul ing  
gear  up onto t h e  rock p i l e .  It was hoped we could hau l  i t  s t r a i g h t  
up t h e  150 '  drop. Four o r  f i v e  a t t e n p t s  t o  throw t h e  rope down 
f a i l e d .  Norn and Chr is  with David Mithhel l   fro!^^ t h e  s ~ p : ~ ? o r t  p a r t y  

-- 
r e tu rned  t o  t h e  60 ' .  The p i t c h  i s  narrow wi th  ledges.  P h i l i p  and 
David pos i t ioned  thelnselves on t h e  ledges  t o  guide gea r  ug. Slowly 
we reached t h e  92' f r e e  hanger. Albert  and support  hcd been wait-  
i n g  nine hours  a t  t h e  t cp .  Fron here t o  t h e  su r face  was p a i n f u l l y  
s l o w ,  t i r e d ,  wet and cold.  It took 1 2  hours frollz t h e  bo t ton  of t h e  
cave. Future  t e a u s  nus t  leave  t h e  de-laddering f o r  ano-bher day. 
It s t a r t e d  t o  r a i n  a s  we re turned  wi th  heavy, soggy packs. Near 
10.00 a.n. t h e  horiestead was reached. Del ia  provided stew and f r u i t  
f o r  t h e  p a r t y  f o r  which we were a l l  e ~ t r e . ~ e l y  g r a t e f u l .  

Was i t  worth t h e  e f f o r t ? ?  Seven hours underground on Saturday 
21 hous underground t h e  fol lowing two days. One hundred and t e n  
f e e t  have been added t o  t h e  Aus t ra l i an  depth  record ,  now 970 f t .  
The cave ceases  t o  be enjoyable and becolles a  r e a l  struc<gle i n  
c o n d i t i o n s  such a s  these .  But t h e  cave goes on, t h e  clry L ) i t c h  i s  
t h e r e ,  860'  underground wai t ing  t o  be descended. 

Khazad-dui i s  providing a  worthy chal lenge  which can only be 
t a k e n  up by a s t rong  tear: of experienced potholers .  

P h i l i p  Robinson, 4/3/71. 

Junee a r e a  - Zunday, 28th February,  1971. 
Owing t o  l a c k  of space t h i s  r e p o r t  w i l l  be published i n  t h e  

next Sp ie l .  h 

SOON - YOU w i l l  be UNfinancial - saving t h o s e  c e n t s  now so 

you can m k o  our new t r e a s u r e r  by paying hi;- pro! lptly! ! ! 
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My e l e c t i o n  a s  p res iden t  l a s t  year  took p lace  dur ing  ny ab- 
sence overseas  and i t  was not u n t i l  t h e  end o f  June t h a t  I was a b l e  
t o  t a k e  u2j o f f i c e .  A t  t h i s  t i n e  t h e  c lub  was doing very  l i t t l e  cav- 
i n g  and seerled on t h e  verge of e x t i n c t i o n .  It has been ve ry  g r a t i -  
f y i n g  t o  s e e  t h e  t rexendous upsurge i n  a c t i v i t y  and !..l?: ;bcrsh ip  
s ince  then.  During t h e  p a s t  year  no l e s s  than  17 new riei-lbers have 
joined t h e  c lub  of which f i v e  were junior  m e ~ ~ b e r s ,  and they  now 
f o r n  t h e  a c t i v e  co re ,  There i s  every reason t o  hope -that t h e  pres- 
ent  a c t i v e  ~:le;-.bership w i l l  cont inue t o  grow. However i t  should be 
kept i n  nind t h a t  not a l l  nenbers  l i k e  d i f f i c u l t  t r i p s  and t h e  c lub  
p rograme  should inc lude  a  v a r i e t y  t o  s u i t  a l l  t a s t e s .  
Explorat ion.  There has  been a  narked concen t ra t ion  of caving a c t i v -  
i t i e s  i n  t h e  Junee a r e a  with cons iderable  success.  A l a r g e  nunber 
of new po tho les  was discovered - sone not ye t  f u l l y  ex;Aored due 
t o  l a c k  of t i n e .  Our g r e a t e s t  success  was undoubtadly I;hazad-aurn. 
Explora t ion  was g r e a t l y  a s s i s t e d  by cavers  f r o n  a  nui.;Ser of c lubs  
during t h e  B.S.F. f i e l d t r i p s  and subsequent ly by t h e  s t rong  sup- 
por t  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of t h e  Southern Caving Society.  The cave i s  
now t h e  deepes t  i n  A u s t r a l i a  a t  970' and s t i l l  going s t r cng .  The 
F l o r e n t i n e  Yal ley was v i s i t e d  a  nurlber of tir-ies - n a i n l y  t o u r i s t  1 

. t r i p s  were he ld  t o  Franconbe, Cashion Ck. and We1coi:le S t ranger  
Cave S ,  

I d 2  Bay was v i s i t e d  r e g u l a r l y .  Tr ips  were n o s t l y  t o  Ex i t  but 
Midnight Hole was prepared f o r  a b s e i l i n g  dur ing  t h e  year.  I n  Ex i t  
Cave a n  A.S.F. f i e l d t r i p  nade a  riajor breakthrough adcling another  
n i l e  of pas:;age and r a i s i n g  hopes of a  r o u t e  through t h e  h i l l  and 
a p o s s i b l e  l i n k  with Mystery Ck. Cave, <h 

Surface  prospect ing  was c a r r i e d  out a t  Mt.Anne. Reconnaisance 
work paved t h e  way f o r  t h e  B.S.F. par ty .  Lake Tirik was reached and 
a  :narked r o u t e  now connects  i t  wi th  t h e  search  ca!-;p. 

Two t r i p s  were nade t o  t h e  N.E.. and s ~ i a l l  caves a t  Gray a s  
wel l  a s  a g r a n i t e  cave near  Sco t t sda le  were explored. Kole Creek 
rece ived  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  dur ing  t h e  year  m i n l y  a s  a r e s u l t  of 
our preoccupat ion  with a r e a s  c l o s e r  t o  Hobbrt. 
Techniques and equipment. The equipr-lent s i t u a t i o n  has r e m i n e d  
s t a t i c  dur ing  t h e  year .  Ladders suf fered  record  use and p lans  a r e  
i n  hand f o r  t h e  zaking of another  e i g h t  30 f t .  lad(i.ers. A l s o  360' 
of nylon c l i x b i n g  rope was bought during t h e  year .  
Search an6 Rescue. For tuna te1  t h e  sea rch  and rescue  tean was not 
c a l l e m d u r i n g  t h e  year .  S  $ a t e  sea rch  and rescue  was reorganized 
and we a r e  now a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  Federa t ion  of Tasrlanian Bush- 
walking Clubs. It i s  hoped t o  have a  new sea rch  and rescue  l i s t  
out soon. 
A.S.F. Conference. The event of t h e  year  was t h e  A.3.F. Eighth 
Biennia l  Conference f o r  which our c lub  and S.C.S. were j o i n t  h o s t s .  
I f  t h e  f l a t t a r i n g  accounts  i n  rx in land  caving journals  and l e t t e r s  
of thanks fro:l i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h e  conference and 
f i e l d  t r i p s  were c e r t a i n l y  a  success .  The occasion has  a l s o  brought '. 

about xuch c l o s e r  coopera t ion  of our c lub  wi th  S.C.S. There had 
long been t a l k  of c l o s e r  coopera t ion  but i t  needed a  conference t o  . 
make i t  work. Mutual susp ic ion  of t h e  pas t  seeils t o  have been re-  
placed by ~ i u t u a l  r e s p e c t  a s  we got  t o  know each o t h e r  b c t t e r .  
Speleo - S p i e l .  With t h i s  i s s u e  t h e  S p i e l  has  completed f i v e  yea r s  
of s u c c e s s f u l  e u b l i c a t i o n .  I a? g r a t e f u l  t o  ny wife iherese.who 
has  continued o  cu t  t h e  s t e n c l l s  and has  a l s o  t aken  over d l s t r i b u -  
t i o n .  Also t o  J e a n e t t e  C o l l i n  and I a n  Far l ey  who kept  i t  going dur- 
i n g  our s i x  nonths absence overseas  and f i n a l l y  t o  t h e  t r i p  l e a d e r s  
whose e n t h u s i a s n ( ? )  f o r  r e p o r t  w r i t i n g  has  enabled t h e  S p i e l  t o  r e -  
n a i n  a n  alrzos-t: coriplete record of our caving a c t i v i t i e s .  

F i n a l l y  I would l i k e  t o  thank t h e  out-going o f f i c e  bea re r s  f o r  
t h e i r  supJor t  dur ing  t h e  year .  The rap id  i n c r e a s e  i n  llwibership i n  
r ecen t  ~ ~ o n t h s  o f f e r s  a  good oppor tuhi ty  t o  e l e c t  a s t r o n g  and ac- 
t i v e  c o r ~ ~ i t t e e  f o r  t h e  cor,ing year .  yours sincerely, 

Pres ident .  


