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I J u ly  17  - Saturday: In t roductory  t r i p  t o  Newdegate Cave, Hastings. Leader: 
Noel . ih i te .  

Jul-y 25 - Sunday: Day t r i p  t o  hiystery Creek Cave, Ida Bay. Use of 
climbing pole  t o  try and l i n k  up with Ex i t  Cave. leader :  Alber t  
Goede . 

July 31 - S a t u r d s :  Explorat ion ~f Niagara Pot ,  Junee a r e a .  Leader: P e t e r  
Shaw . 

Aug. 4 - Rednesday: General meeting a t  Simon and Jana?' S p lace  a t  8 p.m. 
43 Seaviex Avenue, 'l'aroona . 

Aug.7-8 - -- ,!eekend: Explorat ion and photography i n  d x i t  Cave. 
Acting Leader: B i l l  T~hmann. 

Aug.14-15 - rdeekend: Junee a r e a  inc luding  p lac ing  of b o l t s  i n  Khazad-dum. 
Brinc a rake  o r  mattock f o r  c l e a r i n g  of camp s i t e .  
Ieader:  Ph i1  Robinson. 

Aug.21-22 - vieekend: . ia te r  t r a c i n g  t o  t r y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  connection between 
Khazad-dum and Junee . Leader: Alber t  Goede. 

dD1T OdIAl%. 
p-- 

A s  ind ica t ed  by t h e  number of t r i p  r e p o r t s  t h e  l a s t  month has once aga in  
been a ve ry  a c t i v e  one - one exp lo ra t ion  and one photographic t r i p  vrent t o  
Exi t  Cave while zhe long weekend sari a l a r g e  pa r ty  a t  hiole Creek U i n l y  bent  
on ?hotography i n  Kubla Khan. 'I'iio day t r i p s  iiient t o  Junee - one a t r a c k  
c u t t i n g  t r i p  t o  Khazad-dum and the  o the r  t o  complete exp lo ra t ion  of and remove 
b l t s  from t h e  d r y  ea t r ance  t o  t h e  system ( J F ~ ) .  iiore a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  
planned i n  p repa ra t ion  f o r  next summer. The cave seems t o  be con t inua l ly  
on our mind - horr much deeper  w i l l  it go? Will it end in a siphon o r  i n  
an ex tens ive  h o r i z o n t a l  system? I f  t h e  l a t t e r  how t h e  h--11 a r e  we going 
t o  explore  it? Last month a t,ro way .weroid t r a v e r s e  was made between 
Junee Cave and Khazad-dum i n d i c a t i n g  a d i f f e rence  i n  he ight  of approximately 
1220 f e e t .  Th i s  f i g u r e  should be accura t e  , r i th in  20 f e e t  a s  t h e r e  was 
l i t t l e  change of pressure  dur ing  the  day. 

The Ju ly  genera l  meeting was probably t h e  b e s t  a t tended e v e r  and t h e  
boede' S home was s t r a i n i n g  a t  t h e  seams. Large q u a n t i t i e s  of s l i d e s  mere 

i shown inc luding  a Poulter-(fhite-Lehman s e l e c t i o n  of Kubla Khan. It was good 

c e 
t o  see so many prospect ives ,  v i s i t o r s ,  wives and o the r  camp fo l lowers  a t  
t h e  meeting. 

CLLiB HMS. 
+ Nei~ members. A c o r d i a l  welcome t o  the  fol lowing nho {{ere e l e c t e d  as 
f u l l  members a t  t h e  Ju ly  gene ra l  meeting:- 
Henk van 'I?willert 8 Braeside Crescent,  Sandy Bay 70U5. 
Laurel  Borbury c/o 25 Broadvieta Crescent,  Launoe ston. 
+ Annual Dinser. I n  September t h e  club w i l l  be ce l eb ra t ing  i t s  tmsntp- 
f i f t h  b i r thday .  This  should be a memorable event  a d  suggest ions t o  
mark t h e  occasion ! , ? i l l  be welcomed a t  t h e  next  meeting. F u l l  d e t a i l s  w i l l  
b e i n  t h e  next  Sp ie l .  
+ Equipment. 'Three of our remaining focr headers  have been l o s t  i n  
t h e  l a s t  tbro months. Anyone having seen o r  acqui red  one r e c e n t l y  i s  
asked t o  r e t u r n  it t o  t h e  quartermasker. Pa r ty  l e a d e r s  a r e  requested t o  
exe rc i se  more care  i n  see ing  t h a t  a l l  equipment i s  accounted f o r  a t  t h e  
end of a t r i p .  New l adde r  m k i n g  i s  s t i l l  he ld  up by m a t e r i a l  f o r  rungs. 
Th i s  has  t o  come frcm a remcte c i t y  i n  t h e  North I s l and  knovrn as 
Melbourne. So f a r  it has  taken f i v e  weeks1 



Speleo Spie l .  (page 2.) July,  lm. 
North des t e rn  Branch? Recently t h e  c  ub received a  reques t  from + 

B i l l  T'omalin (1 .C .C .NB) 
' 

concerning the  2 o s s i b i l i t y  df forming 
another  branch a s  t h e r e  a r e  some t h i r t y  cavers  - a t  $resent  no* members B 
any c lub  - l iv in i ;  i n  the  la.trobe - Devonport - Burnie a rea  and doing most 
of t h e i r  oavinb a t  biole Creek. Following t h i s  reques t  a  spec ia l  committee 
meeting bras c a l l e d  go cons ider  the  matter  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a  f i r s t  d r a f t  of 
"Rules f q r  Branches" copies  of "fhich have been sent  t o  both B i l l  Tomalin 
and the  Borthern Branch f o r  comments. The r u l e s . , i i l l  be discussed a t  
t h e  next general  meeting and a r e  a s  follows:- 
Rules f  o r - ~ r a n c h e  s 

- 

r ~ a v e r n ~ e r i n g  and speleology s k l l  be t h c  ,primary i n t e r e s t s  of the  
branch. 

(2) The branch s h a l l  subscribe t o  
(a) t he  A.S.F. code of e t h i c s ;  
( b )  the  ob jec t s  of the  parent  club. 

(3 )  For the  purpose of membership of the  Aust ra l ian  Speleological  
r 'ederation members of btanches s h a l l  be subjec t  t o  t h e  same condi t ions  

a s  members of t h e  parent  club. dh i l e  the  p , sen t  club i s  a  member of tho 
A.S .E. branch wmbers s h a l l  pay the  requi red  c a p i t a t i o n  f e e s  and 
rece ive  the  same p r iv i l eges .  
( ~ o t e ;  A t  p resent  t h s  c a p i t a t i o n  f e e  i s  $1.00 pe r  annum and i s  
comp'Usory f o r  f u l l  members. It i s  opt ional  f o r  o the r  grades of 
membership where such members ,,ant t o  rece ive  the  A.S.F. n e m l e t t e r . )  

(4) Branches s h a l l  appoint  from t h e i r  memb-rs a s  pa r ty .  l eade r s  such 
persons a s  have gained t k e  experience and shown the  pe r sona l i ty  
requi red  t o  lead  p a r t i e s  underground. A l l  t r i p s  s h a l l  be l e d  by du ly  
appointed $a r ty  l e a d e r s  and a l l  members of the par ty  s h a l l  accept  h i s  
d i s c i p r i n e .  

(5) Branches s h a l l  draw up t h e i r  own consti-cution, e l e c t  t h e i r  otm committee, 
t ake  care  of t h e i r  own f inance and provide t h e i r  orm equipment. 
Branch c o n s t i t u t i o n s  a l l  comply with 

( a )  membership l ~ o l i c y  of the  Aust ra l ian  Speleological  Federation; 
( b )  r u l e s  f o r  branches l a i d  dovn by the  parent  club. 

(6) Branch membership can be terminated by e i t h e r  branch o r  L2arent club 
provided t h a t  no t i ce  of i n t e n t i o n  t o  terminate membership shal; be 
given a t  l e a s t  fou r t een  days p r i o r  t o  a general  meeting and t h a t  such 
te rminat ion  s h a l l  be approved only. a t  a  general  meeting by a  75% 
major i ty  of v ~ t i n g  members e i t h e r  present  o r  represented by proxy. 

+ F a r e v e l l s  t o  P e t e r  and J u l i e  Henley who have moved t o  Canberra and w i l l  
no doubt be doing some caving with C .S.S. 
a l s o  Tim Jkilkdcn-Brown who was unable t o  s tand Tasmania' S "hot" cl imate any 
7 

longer  a f t e r  a  y e a r  on iiacquarie I s land.  He has Left f o r  des tern  Canada 
r~here he b p e s  t o  do p lenty  of sk l ing  and some caving. Best m s h e s  and 
good luck1 
l a s t  but  not  l e a s t  Norm Pou l t e r  ( t h e  p o l t e r g e i s t )  i~ho i s  moving on t o  
Adelaide a f t e r  a  s i x  months stay. No dc ubt  he w i l l  be tak ing  some i n t e r e s t i n g  
caving memories iiLth him espec ia l ly  about Khazad-dun - where the  l o s s  of 
h i s  cheery presence and M d e r s  t r i l l  be f e l t .  H i s  camper 11il1 a l so  be 
missed by some 111 Good caving and b e s t  ?iishes f o r  the  remainder of 
your Aust ra l ian  t o u r  from a l l  of T.C.C. 
+ Conservation of Exi t  Cave. The l 2 s t  committee meeting considered 
t h e  long term problem of conservat ion of Ex i t  Cave and has sugteeted a  p lan  
f o r  accumulation of photographic ' d  documentary ma te r i a l  on the  cave and a rea  
i n  gene ra l  along the  l i n e s  of the U;Q.S.S. publ ica t ions  on the  Nount Etna 
Caves. It i s  hoped t o  prepare a  d e t a i l e d  r e p o r t  f o r  p resen ta t ion  t~ 
t h e  National  Parks and d i l d l i f e  Commission i n  say about a  y e a r ' s  time 
p u t t i n g  t h e  case f o r  a  much extended cave reserve  i n  the  area .  
You can he lp  by: 
(1) Taking black and rrhite photographs s u i t a b l e  f o r  pub l i ca t ion  - 

not on-y of p r e t t i e s  but  a l s o  of glow xorms,morphologicsl f e a t u r e s ,  
gypsum needles,  a t c  - anything of s c i e n t i f i c ,  spor t ing  o r  ~ o t e n t i a l  
t o u r i s t  i n t e r e s t .  

( 2 )  Supplying h i s t o r i c a l  information on the  a rea  and i t s  caves. 
(3 )  Noting and recording geologica l  information. 

( 4 )  Col lec t ing  unusual cave fauna. 
(5) %k%yin% t k e € r r 6  od& mi3es -of p a s s a g e s  kha t -  have_ n o t  yet - been - - - - - - 

- - - - 

. magped. 
( 6 )  Supplying ideas  f o r  the  b e s t  poss ib le  development of Exi t  Cave a s  

a  t o u r i s t  cave, 
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YKLP moms. 
ErLt Cave - 5 t h  & 6 t h  June, 1971. 
Party:  Brian Col l in ,  T i m  iialkden-~rovin, A t t i l a  Vrana, David Parer .  

The creek sec t ion  of t h e  new extension of f  t h e  mud passage (conference 
ccncourse) was explored i n  d e t a i l ,  A few minor extensions were found but 
no major b r ~ a k t h r o u g h  ?.]as accomplished. 

The f l a t t e n c r  ,ras at-cempted by T i m  but  he gave up nhen he had t a  
put  h i s  head i n  t h e  i iater .  It i s  very doubtful  "{hether t h e  f l a t t e n c r  
w i l l  be negot ia ted  but  another  at tempt,  i n  s u m e r ,  shnuld be made, 

S r i an  Coll in.  
Lole Creek: ( ~ o n g  iieekend) 12th-14th June, 1971. 
Partv:  P e t e r  Shaw ( l e a d e r )  Laurel Norbury, Phi1  Robinson, Kevin Kiernan, 
There se  Goede, Hi lary  Goede, Sa l ly  IvIorris, Richard Bloomfield, S tua r t  
Nicholas, Henk Ideerding and daughter,  Henk van ' h i l l c r t  and wife, Mike and 
S h i r l y  Tsrburton, Clive and Dot Boulter,  B i l l  Lehmann, Norm Poul ter  a l s o  
Frank Brovrn, Pe te r  Dowde, Paul k y l i s s  from 'I'.C.C.NB. 

On Saturday, a pa r ty  of 1 3  v i s  t e d  BL,.racoopa f o r  a guided t o u r  and 
then  fol loi ied Long Creek up through iJaracoopa I and I1 and over t o  Devils  
Esrhole. Af te r  a look i n t o  t h i s  magnificent dol ine  w e  moved on t o  Devils  
Pot  f o r  lundh. M t e r  lunch, ire re turned t o  Devils  f i r h o l e  end descended t o  
the  e ~ r h o l e ,  where t h e  pa r ty  s p l i t ,  ha l f  r e tu rn ing  t o  camp and the  o ther  
half  ladder ing  the  earhole  t o  d iscover  s p l e h t i f u l  supply of cave pear ls .  
After  r e tu rn ing  t o  the  surfttcc, we reached t h e  hut  a s  &rkness f e l l .  Thanks 
t q  Pe te r  Donde f o r  h i s  guidance. Af ter  t e a ,  a ~oarathon photographic t r i p  
took p lace  i n  ldaracoopa. 

On Sunday, t h e  pa r ty  s p l i t  i n t o  Lro, l ed  by Pe te r  Shaw and F r m k  Brom 
f o r  a t r i p  t o  Kubla Khan. 'The top  entrance ifas laddered t o  ga in  access  t o  
i he Forbidden City and t h e  Grand Khan. A small group a l s o  made a s ide  t n p  
i n t o  Dulcimer Hole. A p leasant  e igh t  hours underground f o r  sll. 

On blonday, a small grou? paid a quick v i s i t  t o  Croc sus  Cavc before leaving 
f o r  home. On t h e  whole, a pleasand mckend' S caving, 

P e t e r  Shair. 
Shazad-dum (environs)  - Sa t ,  19th June, 1971. 
Partg:  Brian Col l in ,  P e t e r  Sham-, B i l l  Lehmann, Norn Poul ter ,  P h i l i p  --- 
Hobinson, I.Iax J e f f r i e s  and son Timothy, Albort and Therese Goede, 

The objec t  of t h e  t r i p  was t o  do some preparatory work i n  prepara t ion  
"or next summr's a s s a u l t  on Khazad-dum, a l s o  the  more i n t r e p i d  m e m b ~ s  
i:crz t o  rccovor rope and oye-bolts from JF.5. 

Brian, Norm b1a.x and Timothy x i t h  two chainsaws complctcd thc  t r a c k  
c l e a r i n g  t o  the cavc. Max p r o f i c i m c y  with the  chainsaer effectively 
c l i u i n a t e d  most of the  l o g  obs t i c l c s .  

P c t c r ,  B i l l  & P h i l i p  word d ivcr tod  from t h e i r  main objec t  ( n . 5 )  by a 
scungy l i t ~ l c  cavd which they successfully pushed f o r  200 f e e t .  Thc t r i o ,  
nor n e t  and muddy thon placed two more eycbol ts  i n  Khazad-dun and prnmiscd 
t o  do .5 some other  day. 

Albcr t  and 'Therosc madc an aneroid  t m v e r s c  from thu Juneo e f l u x  
t o  Khazad-dum, t h e  l c v c l  d i f f c rcncc  i s  1220 f t .  hIax and Timothy joined 
L l b e r t  and Theresc f o r  a cavc f ind ing  mission, Albert  no doubt w i l l  r ovea l  
tho  d i sccve r i e s  i n  a sopers tc  report .  

B r i m  Collin. 
u'uncc: 26th Juno, 1971. 
Party.  Po tc r  Shan { leade r ) ,  Kcvin Kiernan, B i l l  Lehmann. 
___d. 

Although \ic s e t  of f  from Hobart in tending t o  v i s i t  Niagara Pot, by t h c  
t i n e  no reachcd Eaydcna we had decided t o  look f o r  t h e  cavc repor ted  by 
Llax J o f f r i e s  a s  boing bsneath  a c l i f f  o ~ p o s i t c  the  a w r y .  Only one c l i f f  
appeared t o  be prominent and t h i s  vse i n t e a i u d  t o  v i s i t .  :/c s e t  o f f  from t h e  
depressions bclom the  quarry irith 180 feet of ladder  and 420 f e s t  of ropa 
(not  t o  mention high expectat ions,  c t c ,  c t c ) .  V/e moved u p h i l l  c m i n i n g  
severa l  small holos u n t i l  wo reached the  edge of the  quarry uhcre KevFn and 
B i l l  ravcd about the  f l u t i n g .  Prom hcre we moved castwards and oxmined 
&nother  ho le  beforc dropping down i n t o  t h e  dry v a l l e y  and thon climbing 
up onto t h e  next ridge. A t raversd  nround t h L  r i d ~ c  brought up t o  a l a rgo  
entrance j u s t  a s  the  i n t e r m i t t e n t  showers turned i n t o  heavy ra in .  This 
cnve we presumed t o  be t h e  previously n is - la id  Roso liiclkur cave with seve ra l  
l a r g c  chcmbers and t h r c c  entrances.  Af ter  lunch, B i l l  dug h i s  i{ay i n t o  a 
s m l l  ho le  opposi te  t h e  entrance,  and then  tie um.mined a hole  mith a trwnty 
f o o t  p i t c h  containing a n  abundance of f i v e  t r e c  r o o t s  and some 
b e a u t i f u l  moonmilk. From hcre, a vdry d e v i o ~ ~ s  route  through t h c  
t h i c k e s t  patchus of scrub t h a t  we could f i n d  brought u s  back t o  the  c a r  jus t  
on darknciss. 

P e t e r  Shaw. 
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Khazad-dun Tn.5) 4 t h  Ju ly ,  1971. 
Party: Ph i1  Robinson ( l e a d e r ) ,  B i l l  Lehrnnn, Norm Poul tz r .  

uilith snow covering ' benan  Peak t h e  wztors  of Khazad-dum were high. 
JT.5 was entered  t o  remove a f i x e d  rope and 3 eyebolts .  Also was the  added 
excitement of t h e  unduscended p i t ch .  Down t h e  3Oft. en t rance  climb and 60ft .  
p i t c h  t o  t h e  rope t rav,rse.  No rope. It had myster iously vanished s ince  
t h e  A.S.F. conference t r i p s  a t  Xmas. Rigging a f r e s h  rope, t h e  sec t ion  was 
t r ave r sed  along and down t o  t h e  3rd  b o l t .  From a ledge, a l a r g e  drop f e l l  
away. B i l l  and P h i l i p  i n  t u r n  dcscerded s very impressive wet 125ft .  
p i t ch .  The ladder ,  5 f t .  sho r t ,  made t h e  r e t u r n  somewhat arduous. iiirith 
a 8 0 f t .  high m t e r f c l l  thundering r i g h t  next  t o  it t h i s  i s  one of t h e  niosf 
t h r i l l i n g  p i t ches  i n  t h e  Khazad-dum systeol. Unfortunately t h e r e  i s  a m a l l  
w a t e r f a l l  d i r e c t l y  down t h e  ladder  too. 'This i s  j u s t  enough t o  s a t u r a t e  
one t o  t h e  skin. One e n t e r s  Khazad-dum betwecn t h e  f i rs t  and second b i g  
i i a t o r f a l l s  about 200ft.  undaground. The sec t ion  of streamway between 
these  two i s  only 70f t .  i n  length ,  conta in ing  two l o f t .  mterf 'alls.  For 
pothol ing-water fa l l  e n t h u s i a s t s  i t  i s  we l l  worth a v i s i t .  Returning, t h e  
b o l t s ' u a r e  removed from t h e  owe .  

About l 0 0  yds. down t h c  t r a c k  from JT.4-5 a camp was se l ec t ed  f o r  
f u t u a  t r i p s .  Norm and B i l l  b u i l t  s s h e l t e r  f o r  firowood. 'Jilith some 
work t h e r e  t ~ o u l d  be  room f o r  sovcra l  t e n t s .  

P h i l i p  Robinson. 
F lo ren t ine  Valley 4 t h  Ju ly ,  1971. 
Party: Noel ; k i t e  ( l e a d e r )  Richard Bloomfield, Del ia  Maloney, Dennis Seymour, 
Alber t ,  Therese, Hilary and Diam Gocde, Clive Morris, des Carpenter, 
Hank van Twi l l e r t  , P e t e r  Albers  (?) . 

This  record  p a r t y  s e t  out from Frankl in  Square on a co ld  but  c l c a r  
Sunday morning. By 9am. lic had reached t h e  A.N.I~I. gahe, and by loam. 
were ready t o  e n t e r  sjelcome Stranger  Cave, The t r i p  had been planned f o r  
photography and t o  examine t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  geologica l  and geomorphological 
f e a t u r e s  of t h e  c m e .  d i t h  so nany t l t o u r i s t s t t  along however it  ,iss 
necessary to s p l i t  t he  ;)arty t o  a l lor i  t h e  2 h o t o ~ r a p h e r s  t o  procccd a t  t h e i r  
own Face. A f ~ t r  hours  a f t e r  en te r ing  t h e  cave our numbers were f u r t h e r  
incrensed  by a p a r t y  of S.C .S. members. 

By t h i s  time the  > a r t y  was s t runa  out  along t h e  f u l l  l eng th  of t h e  
cave. The b s t  body t o  leave  t h e  cave d id  so 6 hours a f t e r  en ter ing ,  t o  
f i n d  nos t  of t h e  group had had t h e i r  f i l l  and departed, 

The success c r  f a i l u r e  of t h e  t r i p  w i l l  be judged when t h e  s l i d e s  
a r e  shown. 

It uus t  be n d  ed t h s t  Kevin Kiurnan and o ther  members of S.C.S. 
c a r r i e d  out 2 d e l i c a t e  s c i e n t i f i c  e x p ~ r i n e n t  i n  which they e s t ab l i shed  f 

s connection betwem a s i i a l l  s m l l e t  and the  cave, by ae3ns of t h e  r a r e  and 
'\ 

expensive chemLcal knonn a s  f luo resce in .  You ,$ill no doubt rend moro 
&bout t lm  r e s u l t  of t h i s  t e s t  i n  t h e  pages of t h e  "Austral ian",  "Idercury", 
"A.S.F. Nev~Slet ter" ,  "Sou~hern  Cavertl, o r  nos t  l i k e l y  s l l  of them. 

Noel r h i t e .  
Sone Comments of Kubla Khan 
--v 

One eight-hour t r i p  through a cizve a s  l a r g e  as Kubla Khan hardly 
q u a l i f i e s  one t o  speak wi th  a u t h o r i t y  on it. Under t h e  exper t  quidance 
of B i l l  T o m l i n  and Des Robinson of our Northern Branch, however, B i l l  Lehmam 
and I m~nzged t o  b r i e f l y  see most of t h e  major f ea tu res .  Sever21 a s p e c t s  
of t h e  csve ware noted, and ?,re perhaps vo r th  commenting on. 

Before going underground a ma? of t h e  cave was examined. This 
sugkested, and i t  was l a t e r  confirmed by edtanination, t h a t  t h e  cave i s  
s t rong ly  jo in t  con t ro l l ed .  There would appear t o  be f o u r  j o i n t s  s e t s  
i n  t h e  l imestone,  t rending  ap-poxiw.tely N-S, E-vd, 600, and 1200 (magnetic). 
The cave i s  mostly developed  long two E 4  j o i n t s  which a r e  l i nked  by a 
small passage a long a 600 jo in t .  L'he R-S and -1200 j o i n t s  a r e  l o c a l l y  
important ,  bu t  ?lay l i t t l e  p a r t  i n  -the o v e r a l l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  system. 
The River  Alph" fo l lows one of t h e  E-\il j o in t s ,  and combines along it where 
t h a  cave d ivergas  along t h e  600 j o i n t .  Ph i s  would appear t h e  n m t  l i k e l y  
d i r e c t i o n  f o r  cont inuat ion  of t h e  czve. 



Speleo Sp ie l .  (page 5.) Ju ly ,  1971 . 
Fron outs ide ,  while approaching the  cave, it seemed t h a t  bedding 

would be a a o j o r  c o n t r o l l i n g  f z c t o r  i n  i t s  develo?ient .  The main entrance 
i s  n t  t h e  f o o t  of one of t h r e e  scarps  of more r d s i s t a n t  l imestone which 
occur on the  h i b l .  It i s  2 rift along a N-S jo in t ,  dropping i n t o  t h e  l a r g e  
f l a t - roo fed  entrance chamber. Most of t h e  l a r g e  chambers showed c l e a r  
evidence of bedding con t ro l ,  bu t  not  i n  t h e  way expccto'd. They a r e  
a>l;arently s i t u a t e d  i n  iniljure and hence r e l a t i v e l y  in so lub le  l i r~ls tone 
bads ghich have ex-tended t h e  charilbers upwards by stoping . The r o o f s  of 
t hese  chambers a r e  f l z t  bedding planes,  t h e  f l o o r s  confused . i l e s  of t a l u s .  

The quest ion a r i s e s  whether we see p i l e s  of t a l u s  which have f a l l e n  from 
t h e  roof of the  chmber ,  and l i e  p i l e d  on t h e  f l o o r ,  o r  do we perhrl3s 
only see t h e  t i p  of a p i l a  of rubble wh;ch has  col lapsed i n t o  a chamber 
f'ormcd a t  a lower l e v e l  t han  c a  be seen t o d a .  The impuri ty of bhe 
limestone which -che chambers a r e  i n ,  and t h e  form of t h e  chambers and t h e  
t a l u s  sugges t s  cta jo r  co l l apse  i n t o  n pre-exist ing cavi ty .  Considering t h e  
p o s i t i o n  of t he  present  stream, i f  t h e r e  mere a p re -ex i s t ing  cav i ty  it vmuld 
most l i k e l y  be be lob^ t he  present  water t a b l e .  I suggest t h a t  co l lapse  has 
occured i n t o  extremely id rge  shal lowphreat ic  so lu t ion  chambers. Fur ther ,  
t h e  extremely l a r g e  enclosed d ~ p r e s s i o n  which i s  crossed on approaching 
t h e  cave, probably- a p o l j e ,  m y  represent  a miture s tage  of t h e  same process,  

The v a r i e t y  and q u a l i t y  of t h e  decora t ions  i n  Kubla Khan i s  nothing shor t  
of s tagger ing .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  were thc: superb h e l i c t i t e s  which 
a r e  con~:~oiz i n  t h e  f u r t h e r  reaches of t he  cave. Five d i f f e r e n t  types  
of h e l i c t i t e  were seen sometimes wi th  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  kinds occuring 
together .  l ) were t h e  normcl shor t  t h i c k  curving type, l i k e  tangled 
f i n g e r s  2 )  :;Jere t h e  t h i n  s t r a i g h t  ones nhich seem t o  occur i n  r a d i a t i n g  
c l u s t e r s  l i k e  bundles of strai::s 3) were t h e  s t r a i g h t  branching v a r i e t y ,  
about $" t h i ck ,  r a t h e r  l i k e  branching twigs 4) were t h e  very  t h i n  long ones, 
about 1/16~' t h i c k  and forming s t angled  mass 5)  were nbout it' t h i ck ,  brenched 
f r equen t ly ,  and s e r e  evenly curved a s  though each length were p a r t  of a 
c i r c l e  about  3" i n  d i ane te r .  'Their ends werc pointed. 

Non I havo seen Kubla Khan it  i s  easy t o  see why nany regard it a s  
A u s t r a l i a ' s  p r e n i e r  crlve. From my own po in t  of view it i s  so cr,unued wi th  
f e a t u r e s  of i n t e r e s t  th3"t no csving geo log i s t ,  geochenist , o r  mineralogist ,  
o r  indead, any kind of czver ,  could reasonably a sk  f o r  riicre. 

Noel White . 


