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M E R R Y  C H R I S T M A S  T O  A L L  

A N D  A H A P P Y  NEW Y E A R .  

.L 

party:- Phi1 Robinson; support party:- Brian Col- 
l i n  and Albert Goede. 

December 18,19 - Weekend. Al ternat ive  weekend f o r  l a s t  one i f  wea tk  
e r  i s  unfavourable f o r  t he  b ig  push on Dec.11-12. 
Our l a s t  chance before Christnas.  

December 23 Chris tnas  (and hopefully ~hazad-dun)Celebrations. 
8p.n. a% 8 Bath Btreet .  Food provided, please 
br ing own booze and bi rd .  H.S.V.F. 20 Dec. t o  

, .. Albert a t  uni.  o r  8 Bath s t r e e t .  
January 16 - Sunday. Day t r i p  t o  Wolf Hole t o  s u i ~ ; ~ o r t  Adventure 

Camp t r a i n i n g  with I a i n  Barnes. Leader t o  be ap- 
2 9 , 3 0 , 3  r pointed. 

January t - Low weekend. T r i p  t o  Nelson River. A beaut- 
i f u l  spot t o  camp with some s m a l l  but i n t e r e s t i n g  
caves t o  e ~ y l o r e .  Cone prepared f o r  walking. 
Leader: Albert Goede. 

February $L - Wednesday: General Meeting. 8p.n. Henk Meerding's 
p lace ,  7  Gourlay S t r e e t ,  Blackmans Bay. Bring 
s l i d e s  and -efreshmanbs. Raf f le  t o  be held i n  a i d  
of needy caverneering club - nanely us. Mystery 

L / 3  pr i ze  provided by the  Boulters.  
February m - Weekend. T r i p  t o  Exit  Cave. Mapping and photo- 

graphy. Leader: B i l l  Lehnann. 
EDITORIAL. DUM'S DAY I S  COMING! 

Excitenent i s  nounting a n - d a y  a m e s .  Next weekend ( ~ e c .  
11,12) nay be t he  climax of a  l o t  of l a m i n g  and prepara t ian .  Ant- 
a r c t i c  weather and heavy r a i n  caused !he conce l la t ion  of t h e  t r i p  
planned t o  Khazad-dun on t h e  l a s t  weekend i n  November. Last weekend's 
a t t enp t  t o  b o l t  t he  wa te r f a l l  p i t ches  mostly succeeded - but only 
jus t  - a s  heavy r a i n  had smollen the  creek the  night  before. But by 
the  time t h e  advance par ty  reached the  wate r fa l l  p i t c h  t he  water had 
subsided s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  allow f u r t h e r  proeress and four  b o l t s  were 
placed. Only two more a r e  needed and they can be done on Dun's Day 
provided t h e  water i s  low. On the  way back t o  t he  sur face  the  advance 
par ty  made t h e  exc i t i ng  discovery of a  s e r i e s  of caverns leading off 
from the  base of t he  70 f t .  p i t ch  and heading back s teep ly  towards 
t he  surface.  The telephones were t r i e d  out and exce l len t  comunica- 
t i o n s  were es tab l i shed  between t h e  top of t he  93 f t .  p i t c h  and t h e  
streamway. The second pa r t  of t he  l i n e  from t h e  93 f t .  p i t c h  back t o  
the  surface  i s  not yet  i n  working order.  Khazad-dum has add2d t o  i t s  
defences by t h e  prescence o f  a very dead wallaby i n  a  pool r i g h t  a t  
the  entrance. 

The'syrface t r ave r se  from Khazad-dun t o  the  Junee resurgence 
has been ca lcu la ted  and t h e  l i n e a r  d i s tance  i s  11,250 f e e t .  The d i f -  
ference i n  height  i s  1,257 f t .  - a  l i t t l e  more than t h e  1,220 f t .  
est imate obtained from a n  anerirtkd t raverse .  So Khazad-dum s t i l l  has 
a chance of beat ing New Zealand98 Harwood Hole - t h e  deepest i n  the  
eouthern Henicphere a t  1210 f t .  A t  presen* Khazad-dum 950 f t .  i s  
f o u r t h  dee i~es t  as i t  i s  exceded by two other  New Zealand caves: 
Blackbird iiole(h1t .Arthur Range) a t  1040 f t .  and Cur t i s  Ghyll(Mt . Owen) 
a t  955 f t .  

Apart f r o n  Khazad-dun one o ther  t r i p  was held s ince  t h e  l a s t  
Spie l  t o  explore two o ther  ho les  between Niagara Pot and R i f t  Cave. 
They were r a t h e r  d isappoint ing a s  one petered out a t  -25 f t .  while 
t he  o t h e r ( u n o f f i c i a l l y  naned Grandstand po t )  n e t  t he  sane f a t e  a t  
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-100 f t .  You can ' t  win them a l l  and t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  a number of, g o d  
prospects  l e f t  t o , b e  e x p l ~ r e d  i n  t h e  Junee a rea .  
Club News, 
+ Ladder p r ao t i ce  a t  Sphinx Rock every Wednesday n igh t  ha s  been 
wel l  a t tended d e s p i t e  poor weather condi t ions  and t h e r e  has  been a 
l o t  of improvenent i n  ladder  climbing techniques.  Some me~zbers wi th  
l i t t l e - p r e v i o u s  climbing experience have turned i n t o  firs% c l a s s  l ad-  
d e r  experts .  P r i ze s  f o r  t he  nos t  improvement 80 t o  Wes Carpenter,  
Nick Cumings and S a l l y  Morris and we now have a s t rong  support ' p a r t y  
f o r  IChazad-dun. 
+ Pros e c t i v e  nembers: Welcone t o  t h e  following:-- + Sue o r r i s ,  4 Sonerdale R d . ,  Clarenont. 7011. 
Andrew Skinner ,  Hastings Caves,/ 2 1  Kelly S t . ,  Ba t t e ry  Point .  7000. 
+ Changes of ,address :  Laurel Norbury, 53 Lord St . ,  Sandy Bay. A t  
p resent  s tLlying with B r i m  and Jeane t t e .  
+ Farewell  t o  Mike and Sh i r l ey  Tarburton who joined us from Western 
Aus t r a l i a  e a r l y  t h i s  year.  They a r e  (;airy< back t o  t h e  West. We wish 
them a l l  t h e  bes t .  Their  new addreso is :  c/o Carnel College, Carnel,  
Western1 Aus t r a l i a ,  6076. 
+ Mt.Wellinzton Search and Rescue. On Saturdaynizht ,  20th Novenher 
t h r e e  of our  members - B i l l  Lehxam, B i l l  Pe te r son  and Bernie Bowe - 
took p a r t  i n  a search  f o r  a pa r ty  of f i v e  missing bushwalkers and 
were success fu l  i n  f i nd ing  them. One of t h e  missing pa r ty  was Mrs. 
Merle I r e d a l e  who w a s  a n  e a r l y  menber of our c lub  and whose husband 
was c lub sec re ta ry  about twenty years  ago. The new miners l i g h t s  
were used f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im on t h e  search  and proved most success- 
f u l  i n  t h e  bush. Unfortunately B i l l  broke h i s  thumb d u r i n g  t he  search  
and w i l l  not  be c a v i n ~  f o r  a  while. 
+ k p r e l i n i n a r y  r epo r t  has  been subni t ted  t o  t h e  & t i o n a l  Parks and 
Wildl i fe  Service on t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  of adequate p ro t ec t i on  f o r  E x i t  
Gave and boundaries have been sucgested f o r  a cave reserve .  A l e t t e r  
has jus t  becn received from t h e  d i r e c t o r  - P.Murrek1- expressing 
i n t e r e s t  i n  our proposals  and he hopes t o  organize a n  inspec t ion  of 
t h e  cave soon. 
+ We welcorde t,wo, v i s i t o r s  from Wollongong, N. S. W. They a r e  Lloyd 
Robinson and Wolfgang S t e w e l  f r o n  t h e  Illawarra SpeleologicaI  Soc. 
Lloyd has  been an  a s s o c i a t e  menber of our c lub  f o r  sone years  and i s  
t he  A.S..II1. Safe ty  Off icer .  He i s  well  known f o r  h i s  exp lora t ion  and 
photogral~hic e x p l o i t s  i n  t he  S. 'JI. of Western Aus t ra l i a .  A t  t he  non- 
ent  they a r e  i n  Exi t  Cave, but they plan t o  cone t o  Khazad-dun next 
weekend followed b y , a  v i s i t  t o  Mole Creek. 
+ A t  t h e  las t  genera l  meeting t h e  precar ious  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e  of t h e  
c lub was discussed.  This  i s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  l a r g e  anounts of money 
s p e d  on equipment e s p e c i a l l y  i n  connection with t h e  expl-oration of 
Khazad-dun. There has  a l s o  been a  considerable  r i s e  i n  c o s t s  i n  t h e  

..production of t h e  Sp i e l  a s  paper p r i c e s  and postage have gone up 
s t eep ly  i n  thB las t  year.  It w a s  decided t o  hold a  r a f i l e  a t  each 
meeting t o  i nc r ea se  revenue r a t h e r  than t o  re- introduce t r i p  f ees .  
The winner of the r a f f l e  w i l l  provide a p r i ze (no t  exceeding two dol- 
l a r s  i n  va lue)  a t  t h e  next meeting. The s e c r e t a r y  k indly  donated a 
p iece  of s t i c h t i t e ( a  r a r e  mineral f r on  t h e  west coast)which was won 
by Dot Boulter.  

o f  t h e  Upper Entrance of Kubla Khan, Mole Creek, B-*-. 
a nonth aRo a na r tv  of nor thern  cavers  v i s i t e d  Kubla Khan. 

Most of t h e  pa r ty  took t h e  l ohe r  entrance while one of t h e i r  members 
went up t o  t h e  upper entrance t o  ladder  t h e  p i t ches  t o  nake a round 
t r i p  poss ib le .>  To h i s  astorubshment he found t he  e1,trance blocked by 
a wall of concyete and rubble t o  which a  b r a s s  plaque was a t tached 
with t h e  foil-owing in sc r ip t i on : -  

SAVE COLONG 
K J W  M.S.W. . .  , 

PMM N.S.W. : 
, . 

JFK V I C  . ' 5  

SEPT 1971. 
A s  a r e s u l t  he  had t o  *rush back t o  t h e  lower enkrance and do 

t h e  r a t h e r  dangerous r i v e r  passage t r a v e r s e  a lone  t o  warn t h e  o the r  
p a r t y  t h a t  %hey would not be a b l e  t o  make t h e  round t r i p .  They a l s o  
observed t h a t  a i r  movement i n  t h e  cave had v i r t u a l l y  ceased as 13 re -  
s u l t -  of. t h e  blockage. 

' Natura l ly  nembers of t h e  Norther Branch and n o r t h w e s t e r n  cavers  
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were incensed s i nce  they  were responsib le  f o r  t h e  d iscovery  of t h e  
upper ent rance  about a year  ago and were i n  t h e  process  of planning 
t o  block t h i s  ent rance  with 2 padlocked bar  o r  ga te .  

The a c t i o n  by a t  present  unknown mainland cavers  shows a t o t a l  
l ack  of con.lon sense a s  wel l  a s  a  remarkable degree of rudeness.  The 
t o t a l  blocking of t h e  ent rance  has  obviously a f f e c t e d  a i r  novement 
i n  t he  cave, would a l s o  have a f f ec t ed  cave l i f e  and would have made 
t he  rescue of a n  i n ju r ed  caver from t h e  f a r  chambers of Kubla Khan 
a l l  but impossible .  

The blockage was removed i n  a t h r e e  hour opera t ion  by members 
of t h e  Northern Branch and North Western Cavers who a r e  planning t o  
i n s t a l l  a {;ate as soon a s  poss ib le .  

The i nc iden t  has l e f t  a  bad t a s t e  i n  t h e  nouths of many Tasman- 
i a n  cavers  as i t  seems very  l i k e l y  t h a t  whoever blocked t h e  entrance 
was a s s i s t e d  by one o r  more mainland cavers  who had been shown i t s  
l o c a t i o n  e i t h e r  dur ing  t h e  conference f i e l d t r i p s  o r  dur ing  t h e  VSk 
Easter  t r i p  t o  Mole Creek. 

The blocking was done with comi~lete  d i s r ega rd  of t h e  A.S.F. 
code of e t h i c s  which s t a t e s ( r u 1 e  6 )  t h a t  If  They(members of 4.S.F. 
s o c i e t i e s )  w i l l  when v i s i t i n g  an  a r e a  f r equen t l y  v i s i t e d  by another  
club,  do a l l  i n  t h e i r  power t o  cooperate  wi th  t h a t  c l ub i i ,  It a l s o  
shows t h e  s t u p i d i t y  and arrogance of some people a s soc i a t ed  with t h e  
"Save Colongfl novernent. 

k  p r o t e s t  i s  planned by both our s o c i e t y  and t h e  Southern Cabin& 
Society a t  t h e  January Oommittee Meeting of A.6.F. Meanwhile t h e  in-  
i t i a l s  remain a mystery and nay i n  f a c t  be f i c t i o n a l .  For example 
the re  i s  no one wi th  t h e  i n i t i a l s  J.F.K. rhn t h e  V ic to r i an  Speleologi-  
c a l  Associat ion.  Meanwhile t h e  a c t i o n  of a few has brought mainland 
cavers  i n t o  d i s r e p u t e  i n  our s t a t e .  

A.S.F. Conference Proceedingo. 

Some que r i e s  have a l r eady  been received concerning t h e  confer- 
ence proceedings.  The e d i t o r s  a r e  pleased t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  progress  
although slow has  been s teady.  Holdups have been due t o  t h e  r e l u c t -  
ance of some au tho r s  t o  supply nanusc r ip t s  and t h e  problems a saoc i a t -  
ed with t r a n s c r i b i n g  t h e  d i s cus s ions  fol lowing each paper from t ape  
i n t o  meaningful w r i t t e n  English.  

A l l  e d i t i w  ha s  been done and f i n a l  typ ing  on an  e l e c t r i c  type- 
wr i t e r  i s  h a l f  complete and e ~ p e c t e d  t o  be f i n i s h e d  before  Christmas. 
The proceedinjis w i l l  be produced by o f f s e t  p r i n t i n g  and w i l l  c o n s i s t  
of approximately 180 pages made up of twenty con t r ibu t ions .  Three 
pages of l~liotographs and nunerous d i a g r a m  w i l l  be included.  The 
e d i t o r s  a r e  h o i ~ e f u l  t h a t  t h e  pub l i c a t i on  w i l l  s e e  t h e  l i g h t  of day 
before t h e  end of January. The coa t  t o  those  who d id  not a t t end  t h e  
conference w i l ' l .  be $ 3.00 per  copy. Due t o  c o s t s  only a l i n i t e d  num- 
ber of cop ies  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s a l e .  I f  you want t o  be su re  of ge t -  
t i n g  yours  put i n  a n  advance order  - now. Orders should be sen% t o  
l' The Secre ta ry ,  A.S.F. Convention 1970, Box 641 g,  G.P.O., Hobart ,  
Tasmania, 7001. Cheques should be made payable t o  A.S.7. Convention 
1970. " 

. Deep Caves i n  Tasmania. 
Severa l  months azo a reaues t  was received from Ross E l l i s  - con- 

venor of t h e  A.S.F. c o m i s s i 6 n  f o r  Longest and Deepest Caves - f o r  a  
lid of deep caves i n  Tasnania inc lud ing  a l l  caves over 230 f e e t  i n  
depth. A l i s t  inc lud ing  t h e  s i x  Tasmanian caves over 500 f t .  i n  depth  
has a l r e ady  been p u b l i s h e d ( ~ ~ e 1 e o  S p i e l ,  No.54,2). 

The fol!-owing l i s t  inc ludes  only those  caves i n  Tasrlania l e s s  
than  500 f t .  but  nore than  230 f t .  i n  depth.  A prov i s iona l  l i s t  i s  as 
fol lows:  
( 1 )  Satans  L a i r  ( Junee)  -470 f t .  

Es t imat ion  from ladder  p i t ches .  Southern Caver ~ ( 3 )  14. 
( 2 )  Niagara Pot ( Junee)  -450 f t .  

Estimation from l adde r  p i t ches .  Explora t ion  incomplete. Speleo 
Sp i e l  62, 1-3. 

( 3 )  Revela t ion  Cave ( I da    ay) -450 f t .  
Rough e s t ima t i on  only - probably generous. Speleo Sp i e l  44, 2. 

( 4 )  R i f t  Cave (Junee)  -430 f t .  
Repeated aneroid  t r a v e r s e .  A.S.F. Handbook, 262. 

(5  ) Col-in-Cavern (Nit .Anne ) -390 f t . 
Survey C.R.G.2. Spar 2, 2-5. June, 1971. 

( 6 )  Hescue Pot ( Junee)  -350 f t .  
Es t imat ion  from ladder  i t c h e s .  Southern Caver 2, ( 3 ) ,  15. 

('7) P i l l i ~ ~ : c r s  Creek Cave YJunee) -325 f t .  



SDeleo Spiel2 Page 4. December, 1971. 
Survey C.R.G.4 .  T . C . C .  B u l l e t i n  4 ,  37-38. 
Bone P i t  ( Junee)  -300 t o  350 f r .  
Rough e s t i m a t i o n  from l a d d e r  p i t ches .  A.S.F. Handbook, 261. 
JF  1 0  ( ~ u n e e )  -320 f t .  
Es t imat ion  from l a d d e r  p i t ches .  Explora t ion  incomplete. Speleo 
S p i e l  5l, 4-6. 
Execut ion Pot (Mole Creek) -710 f t .  - - 

Earna t ion  from l a d d e r  p i t c h e s .  Troglodyte(TCCNB Bul1etin)No. 2. 
Dev i l s  Pot (Mole Creek) -310 f t .  
E s t i n a t i o n  from l a d d e r  p i t ches .  TCCNB pers .  cor.tu!i, Troglodyte 
Nos. 6  and 8. 
D r i b b l e s p i t  Swallet  (Junee)  -300 f t .  
Es t ima t ion  from l a d d e r  p i t ches .  Speleo S p i e l  zv 2-3. 
O w l  Pot ( ~ l o r e n t i n e )  -250 P t .  
Depth by es t imat ion .  Southern Caver 2 , ( 3 ) ,  15. 
A t  l e a s t  two - poss ib ly  t h r e e  - otheF caves a t  Mole Creek should 

be inc luded i n  t h i s  i i s t  bu% depths  a r e  not  s u f f i c i e n t l y  a c c u r a t e l y  
knoyn a t  p resen t .  Herber ts  Pot i s  a t  l e a s t  300 f t .  and nay be 400 f t .  
deep. 'CPoesus Cave i s  a t  l e a s t  300 f t .  dee and Kubla Khan i s  prob- 
a b l y  i n  excess  of 230 f t .  Erebus (Has t ings  7 - a l s o  known as Waterloo 
Swallet  - shown i n  A.S.F. Newsletter 52 (June 1971) should be remov- 
ed from t h i s  l i s t  and has  not been included he re  because recen t  work 
by S.C.S. has shown t h a t  t h e  cave i s  approx. 200 f t .  deep. Reference: 
Southern Caver 2 , ( 4 ) ,  4-5. 

O f  t h e  lisr published here  nos. 2 ,  5 ,  6 ,  9, 18, 11, 1 2 ,  and 13 
a r e  not  included i n  t h e  p rov i s iona l  l i s t  i n  A.S.F. Newsletter - 52, 22. 

TRIP REPORTS. k l b e r t  Goede. 

Lake T i m k ,  Mt.Anne. 23,24,25 Oct, 1971. 
Par ty :  Br ian  C o l l i n ,  Phi1 Robinson, k t t i l a  Vrana and H i l a r y  Cane. 

Combined T.C.C.  - Manuka Club t r i p .  
A t  Christmas Henry Shannon stood on t h e  Mt.Anne dolomite r i d g e  

and pointed over t h e  Lots  Wife r i d g e  t o  some of Tasmania's nos% in -  
. . a c c e s s i b l e  count ry  and s a i d  t h a t  i n  h i s  opin ion  t h e  resurgence of t h e  

Lake T i m k  dra inage  could be over t h e r e .  It now appears  t h a t  h i s  pre- 
d i c t i o n  nay be t r u e .  

On Sunday we l e f t  Lake T i m k  and headed f o r  t h e  Weld River on a 
t r u e  bea r ing  of 35 degrees.  This  rou te  took us  ac roas  t h e  d r y  l a k e  
and t o  a s u r f a c e  creek.  No s i g n  of a resurgence was seen ,  i n  f a c t  
t h e  creek  we were fo l lowing went underground about h a l f  a n i l e  from 
t h e  Weld. Time forced  u s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  camp when $ mile  from t h e  Weld. 
a t  a po in t  were our now d r y  v a l l e y  met up wi th  a creek  coning from 
t h e  West, 

On Monday F h i l i p  and I c l inbed Lots Wife, o r  r a t h e r  t h e  rock 
pinnacle  i r m e d i a t e l y  e a s t  of t h e  summit. Doloni te  outcrop was ob- 
served f o r  t h e  f i r s t  600 f t .  above Lake T i m k .  Br ian  Col l in .  
( h p  accompanying above r e p o r t  i s  o v e r l e a f . )  

' M t  . h m e  - dolomite r i d g e .  6,7/11/71. 
Par ty :  Br ian  and J e a n e t t e  C o l l i n ,  B i l l  Lehmann, P e t e r  Shaw and Laur- 
e l  Norbury. 

The spur  r i d g e  overlooking Lake Timk was looked a t .  Several  of 
t h e  l a r g e  d o l i n e s  were t r ave r sed  and a l l  exh ib i t ed  t h e  t y p i c a l  s c a t -  
t e r  of l a r z c  rocks  but  no holes .  

On Sunday, a f t e r  canping nea r  a  permanent waterhole  i n  t h e  cen- 
t r e  of t h e  r i d g e  we proceeded northwards. Near t h e  end of t h e  r i d g e ,  
a t  t h e  b o t t o n  of a n  impressive d o l i n e  we found t h e  ent rance  t o  a c a v e  

The en t rance  i s  a f i s s u r e  some 30 f t .  h igh  and 1 5  ft. wide. 
Looking i n  from t h e  ent rance  we e s t i n a t e d  t h e  f i r s t  drog t o  be 40 ft. 
t o  a  wide s l o p i n g  l edge ,  t h e  second drop would a l s o  be about 40 f e e t .  
A t  t h e  bottom of t h e  second drop t h e  f l o o r  appears  t o  s lope  s t e e p l y  
a c r o s s  t h e  f i s s u r e .  It may go on o r  i t  may not.  There was no i n d i -  
c a t i o n  of a i r  novemmt. 

k f t c r  looking a t  t h e  f i s s u r e  we continued down t q  t h e  search  
camp and back t o  t h e  c a r s .  

The scrub  on t h e  dolomite  r i d g e  i s  a chal lenge  i n  i t s e l f ,  t ak-  
ii\ng about 5 hours  t o  t r a v e l  l e s s  t h a n  a n i l e .  It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  sc rub  
and one can  but admire n a t u r e s  e n t a m l e m n t s  of Scoparia and moun- 
t a i n  myrt le .  

Anyone i n t e r e s t e d  i n  cracking t h e  new cave p lease  con tac t  B i l l  
Lehmann. Brian Col l in .  
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Mau of Lake Timk - dolomite r idge  a rea .  
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Junee Area - Sa tu rday  13/11/71, 
Part  : Phi1 ~ o b i n s o n ( 1 e a d e r )  ,' Kebin Kiernan, Chr is  Har r i s ,  Judy Cham- 
d c a v e r s )  and Del ia  Maloney, B i l l  Lehmann and Jeanet  t c  ~ o l l i n (  sur-  
f a ce ) .  

Explora t ion  of ho le  between R B f t  Cave and Niaeara Pot. By some 
strange n isunders tanding we were l ed  t o  be l ieve  t h a t  t h e  quickes t  
way t o  t he  new potholes  was v i a  t h e  Junee Ridge and t h e  old f o r e s t r y  
t rack .  Althou;r,h the  rou te  was reasonably c l e a r  i t  involved a s t eep  
climb and took much longer  than expected. Af te r  2+ hours we reached 
R i f t  Cave ca r ry ing  240 f t .  of l adder  and 400 f t .  of rope, Ten minutes 
l a t e r  t h e  f i r ~ ~ t  hole  was located .  A s  the  major i ty  partook of a con- 
f o r t a b l e  lunch amid  p leasant  r a i n f o r e s t  Kevin and Chr is  descended a 
miserable,  nuddy 25 f t .  p i t c h  choked a t  t h e  bottom and leading no- 
where. 

Grandstand pot ( u n o f f i c i a l  n' me) was t h e  next ob j ec t i ve  and l a r g e  
logs  a c r o s s  t h e  s inkhole provide a good view f o r  s2ec t a to r s .  The 
cavers  abse i l ed  down a 60 f t .  drop and 30 f t .  of l adder  was l e f t  on 
the  bo t ton  s e c t i o n  f o r  an  easy re tu rn .  Frou a  f a l s e  f l o o r  of branches 
and mud a small  passage l ed  on down. This was followed with mixed 
f e e l i n g s  t o  a l e v e l  of approx -100 f t .  where a choke of mud and rocks 
prevented f u r t h e r  procress .  

Half t h e  pa r ty  re turned t o  t h e  c a r s  while t h e  kecner members 
headed f u r t h e r  west towards Niaeara Pot. Within heariry: d i s t ance  o f  
the  w a t e r f a l l  a few more holes  were found. Pe t e r  and P h i l  descended 
one f u l l  of enormous s p i d e r s ,  c r i c k e t s  and many o the r  assor ted  t rog-  
lodytes .  J i t h  t h e  a i d  of a  rope -60 f t .  was reached before  t he  in -  
e v i t a b l e  choke. There a r e  s t i l l  some ho les  l e f t  unexplored between 
R i f t  Cave and Niagara Pot. A l l  a r e  small ,  undraughty and without 
water. Prospects  of en t e r i ng  a  l a r g e  system here  look dim. 

Phi l .  Robinson. 
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Khazad-dun, (~unee ) - 4,5/12/71. 
Party:  P h i l  Robinson(leader) ,  Pe te r  Shaw, Sirnon Stephens, Kevin Kier- 
nan, Graeme Watt, k l b e r t  Goede, Wes Carpenter,  Sa l l y  Morris,  S t u a r t  
Nicholas,  David C r i p p s  and Richard Bloomfield. 

Af te r  t he  winter  snows had disappeared and with a week of f i n e  
weather,  a reasonable descent of Khazad-dun was an t i c ipa t ed .  On F r i -  
day morning t h e  Junee resurgence was down t o  a  flow of 30-40 cusecs.  
Af te r  only a few hours r a i n  on Fridaynight t h e  flow was wel l  over 
100 cusecs.  on Saturdayrnorning. The p o s s i b i l i t y  of a  pa r ty  suddenly 
trapped by f lood  waters  i s  now very  apparent .  Tasmanian weather i s  
a s  unpredic table  a s  anywhere i n  t h e  world. Caught by f lood  water i n  
Ex i t  Cave i s  inconvenient ,  down Khazad-dun h igh ly  dangerous. Af te r  
a long hard t r i p ,  soaked t o  t h e  s k i n  t h e r e  i s  a g r ea t  r i s k  of ex- 
haus t ion  and exposure. There i s  now every need t o  i n s t a l l  t he  t e l e -  
phone down t o  t he  -840 f t .  l e v e l  i n  o rder  t o  warn t h e  advance pa r ty  
of a sudden storm. 

Nevertheless ,  wi th  a high volume of water cascading i n t o  t he  
ent rance  IU-iazad-dum was entered a t  about 11.00a. m. Saturdaymorning. 
Tackle was f e r r i e d  down and t h e  p i t ches  g radua l ly  r igcpd t o  t he  
streamway over 500 f t .  underground. The pace w a s  s l ow .  There w a s  
l i t t l e  hope of a push down the  w a t e r f a l l s .  Photos were taken,  t h e  
telephone t e s t e d  from t h e  92 f t .  p i t c h  t o  t h e  streamway. Eight reach- 
ed t he  head of t he  first w a t e r f a l l  p i t c h  of 20 f t ,  The flow of water  
was heavy. Not another  t r i p  abandoned! Surely we could g e t  down?! 
There was a  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a belay on a  dodgy looking f l a k e  of rock. 
It was s eve ra l  f e e t  above and out over t he  t op  of t h e  pi%ch. P h i l i p ,  
l i f e l i n e d ,  rig;;ed a sho r t  rope t r ave r se  and s l ipped  t h e  l adder  over 
t h e  f l ake .  It avoided much of t h e  water. Volunteers t o  t e s t  t he  ar- 
rangement were sadly  lacking.  P h i l  unwil l ingly  t r i e d  i t  himself. Much 
t o  h i s  amazenent t h e  f l a k e  d idn ' t  break o f f ,  he only half-drowned 
and reached t h e  bottom nore o r  l e s s  i n  one piece. A s  Pe t e r ,  Kevin 
and Graemc were well  aquainted with w a t e r f a l l s  and t he  lower reaches  
of Khazad-dum they  a l s o  descended. Simon stayed a t  t he  t o p  of t h e  
p i t c h  t o  he lp  on our r e tu rn .  Wes, S tua r t  and David re turned t o  t h e  
surface .  Gear w a s  lowered. amid deafening no i se  t h e  streamway was 
followed down cascaees t o  t he  next p i t ch .  Two b o l t s  were i n s t a l l e d  
t o  avoid the 30 f t .  w a t e r f a l l .  One b o l t  i s  t o  ease t he  climb t o  a 
ledge 15 f t .  U, t h e  w a l l  of t he  cave. The o ther  provides a 45 f t .  
p i t c h  com;>letely dry. Down the  streamway aga in  t o  t h e  next p i t c h  - 
15 f t .  Climbing up toward t h e  roof a b o l t  was placed p o v i d i n g  a 
moderately ' d r y t  p i t c h  of 20 f t .  The cave survey was continued by 
kevin, down from i t s  previous end of -632 f t .  Throuch deep pools and 
t i n y  w a t e r f a l l s  t he  passage was descended t o  t he  25 f t .  wa t e r f a l l .  
Searching i n  t h e  roof Graeme found a rou te  above t he  p i t ch .  Among 
loose  rock s l a b s  a  40-50 f t .  dry  p i t c h  was poss ib le .  This  was deemed 
ynsafe and a l s o  long f o r  such a depth imderground (7  -750 f t .  ) ks- a 
big  push would only be done i n  d ry  condi t ions  anyway a b o l t  a t  t h e  
top  of t h e  25 f t .  wet p i t c h  would be b e t t e r .  There was only room f o r  
one person, roped up, on t h e  edge. The water was shooting out s o  fas t  
it  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  s tand up. A s  Graeme was d r i l l i q {  twice  as f a s t  
a s  anyone e l s e  without t i r e d  wrists o r  arms he o f fe red  t o  have a go. 
He suceeded adnirably .  Pe t e r  brewed up stew and coffee .  There whs no 
p o s s i b i l i t y  of going f u r t h e r .  The water f o r c e  was f a r  too  s t rong f o r  
even t h e  h$rdies t  of potholers .  Below us were 25 f t .  and 30 f t .  wet 
drops t o  t h e  b i ~  undescended d ry  sha f t  a t  approx -840'. The survey 
shows we were a t  t h e  -720 f t .  l e v e l .  The t a c k l e  was lef-b i n  t he  cave. 

A speedy r e t u r n  was made t o  t he  20 f t .  p i t c h  where Simon had 
g a l l a n t l y  waited 4-5 hours. H i s  l i f e l i n e  was wel l  ap  r e c i a t e d .  The 
p i t c h  was nothing(though wet) ,  +he t ake  off t r i c k y .  Returning t o  t h e  
streamway near  t he  bottom of t he  70 f t .  p i t c h ( a t  about -450 f t . )  Kcv- 
i n  dived i n t o  a small ho le  and disappeared. Shouts of a l a r g e  cavern. 
Pe t e r ,  Graene, Phi1 and Simon quickly followed. We were i n  a l a r g e  
passage heading very  s t eep ly  up towards t h e  surface .  Clambering up 
over a l a r g e  boulder t h e r e  were jamled rocks  everywhere, some immense. 
Under and over boulders ,  up and up. There were l e a d s  a l l  over. The 
p a r t i c u l a r  passage followed went upward 200-300 f t ,  A cool draught 
was f e l t .  I n t ens ive  exp lora t ion  i n  these  l a r g e  new caverns could 
l ead  t o  an  easy r o u t e  from the  surface  t o  t he  s tream passage. Af te r  
12 hours  underground l i g h t s  were dimning. A r e t u r n  was made up onto 
t he  rockp i le  t o  t he  92 f t .  f r e e  hanger. No l i fel ine!!!  Shouts and 
screams but no answer. The o the r s  had obviouslv l e f t  t he  cave severa l  

h o u r =  age.- 'his-ha& been  =recL E y e t  -no rope  i e f  t hanging? This was 
inconpreherisible ---?? Ph i l  eventual ly  climbed-~tp Z t I i  a c l i e s *  s l i q ~  

I 
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The rope was ly ing  i n  a  heap a t  the  top. We were out of the  cave a t  
2.00a.n. Sunday. A 15 hour t r i p .  Back through the  bush - Max had 
been on the  t r ack  with h i s  chain saw again. We were very g ra t e fu l  
f o r  an  e a s i e r  walk back t o  the  ca rs .  Also a  p i l e  of firewood a t  the  
Junee homestead - where we collapsed i n t o  s leeping bags a t  4.00a.m. 
Sunday. 

Four nore b o l t s  i n  t h e  cave, nore survey, new passage and pa r t  
cf t he  t e l e ~ ~ h o n e  system t e s t ed .  A suceessful  descent desp i t e  t he  
high water. The cave i s  laddered t o  -720 f t .  f o r  next weekend's b ig  
push - - - weather permit t ing.  

Ph i l  Robinson. 

STOP PRESS. 
Lates t  Khazad-dun news. Curses f o i l e d  again. Rain once nore has 
thrown a  spanner i n  the  works, on the  weekend of 11, 1 2  December. 
Anyway, he re ' s  Pe t e r ' s  repor t :  
Khazad-dum - 11/12/71. 
Advance par ty : ( the  milk of Aus t ra l i an  caving): Ph i l  Robinson, Peter  

' Shaw, Sinon Stephens, Chris  Har r i s  and Graeme Watt. 
P roc ra s t i na t ion  was the  s p i r i t  of t he  day. The weather r epo r t s  were 
not t h e  bes t  and so we success ively  put off  making a  dec i s ion  on 
Friday n igh t ,  Saturday morning a t  Brian 's ,  a t  t he  A. M.N. b a r r i e r ,  
a t  t he  s t a r t  of the  t r a c k  and a t  t he  entrance of t he  cave. A decisio: 
was f i n a l l y  made i n  t h e  streanway and the  bottoning a t t e n p t  was 
postponed. Assisted by t h e  telephone par ty (sepera te  r e p o r t )  we plac- 
ed 200 f t .  of S.C.S. ladder  i n  t he  streamway i n  readiness  f o r  next 
weekend. Telephone contact  with the surface enabled us  dbo arrange 
a  belay on our way out .  Having decided aga ins t  the  bottoning a t t enp t  
we turned our a t t e n t i o n s  t o  the  new sec t ions  discovered t h e  previous 
week which was surveyed by Ph i l  and Simon, whils  the  r e s t  explored. 
Highlight of t h e  explora t ion was when Graene dislodged a  rock the  
s i z e  of a rucksack t o  t he  consternat ion of those imuediately below. 
A high aven ;vith very good acous t ics  was discovered and adnired. 

After  completing t h e  explora t ion and survey we adjourned t o  the  
foo t  of the  t h i r t y ( f o o t  p i t c h )  f o r  t he  foundation meeting of t he  
Khazad-dun Gomets and Gluttons Society. After  a l a r g e  and sumpduous 
r e p a s t ,  f i v e  very bloated cavers s trugcled up the  t h i r t y  and back 
t o  the  ninety  f o r  a  welcome belay by the  support par ty .  We surfaced 
a t  seven a f t e r  a  pleasant  seven hours caving. 

For t he  information of those who a r e  wondering why the  i l l u s t -  
r i o u s  Kevin Kiernan i s  not mentioned a s  being i n  the  par ty ,  Kevin 
"pikerIt Kisrnan got a s  f a r  a s  t he  top of t he  n inety  and then  indi-  
cated h i s  d e s i r e  t o  continue no f u r t h e r .  

Pet e r  Shaw. 
One more Khazad-dum weekend before Christmas. k l a r g e  par ty  w i l l  be 
NEEDED ~.- B3GlH i f  the  weather i s  bad. A l l  t h e  gear  w i l l  have t o  be re-  - -  
moved from the  cave t h a t  weekend whether t h e  f i n a l  push i s  on on not 

PLEASE NOTE. A s  usual t h e r e  w i l l  be NO Sp ie l  And NO General Meet- 
ing  i n  January. 

Towards more 3icturesque speleo-english. 

i t  The North Ridge of Mt.Anne i s  something l i k e  the  j a w  of a  long 
dead dragon suf fe r ing  from den ta l  ca r ies . "  

Henry Shannon. 


