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MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALTL
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

FORWARD PROGRAMME. : :

December 11,12 - Weekend. The BIG push to the bottom of Khagad-dun
provided weather is favourable. Leadecrs: attack
party:- Phil Robinson; support party:- Brian Col-
lin and Albert Goede.

December 18,19 - Weekend. Alternative weekend for last one if weath-
er is unfavourable for the big push on Dec.ll-12.
Our last chance before Christmas.

December 23 Christmas (and hopefully Khazad-dum)Celebrations.

, 8p.m. at 8 Bath Btreet. Food provided, please
bring own booze and bird. R.S.V.FP. 20 Dec. to
Albert at uni. or 8 Bath Street.

January 16 - Sunday. Day trip to Wolf Hole to support Adventure
Camp training with Iain Barnes. Leader to be ap-

: 29 ,%0,%¢ pointed.

January ¥5%tyPedrt - Long weekend. Trip to Nelson River. A beaut-
iful spot tn camp with some small but interesting
caves to emplore. Come prepared for walking.
Leader: Albert Goede.

February 2 - Wednesday: General Meeting. 8p.m. Henk Meerding’s

' place, 7 Gourlay Street, Blackmans Bay. Bring
slides and refreshmmants. Raffle to be held in a@d
of needy caverneering club - namely us. Mystery

, 12,13 prize provided by the Boulters. '

February ¥333# -~ Weekend. Trip to Exit Cave. Mapping and photo-
graphy. Leader: Bill Lehmann.

EDITORIATL. - DUM’S DAY IS COMING: _

Excitement is mounting as D-day approaches. Next weekend(Dec.
11,12) may be the climax of a lot of planning and preparation. Ant-
arctic weather and heavy rain caused ¥he cancellation of the trip
planned to Xhazad-dum on the last weekend in November, Last weekend’s
attenpt to bolt the waterfall pitches mostly succeeded -~ but only
just - as heavy rain had smollen the creek the night before. But by
the time the advance party reached the waterfall pitch the water had
subsided sufficiently to allow further progress and four bolts were
placed. Only twe more are needed and they can be done on Dum’s Day
provided the water is low. Un the way back to the surface the advance
party made the exciting discovery of a series of caverns leading off
- from the base of the 70 ft. pitch and heading back steeply towards
the surface. The telephones were tried out and excellent communica-
tions were established between the top of the 93 ft., pitch and the
streamway. The second part of the line from the 93 f{. pitch back to
the surface is not yet in working order. Khazad-dum has add2d to its
defences by the prescence of a very dead wallaby in a pool right at
the entrance,

The surface traverse from Khazad-dum to the Junee resurgence
has been calculated and the linear distance is 11,250 feet. The dif-
ference in height is 1,257 ft. - a little more than the 1,220 ft.
estimate obtained from an anerddd traverse. So Khazad-dum still has
a chance of beating New Zealand’s Harwood Hole - the deepest in the
Bouthern Hemisphere at 1210 ft. At present Khazad-dum 950 ft. is
fourth deepest as it is exceded by two other New Zealand caves:
B%ag%?i;% IHole(Mt.Arthur Range) at 1040 ft. and Curtis Ghyll(Mt.Owen)
a . :

Apart from Khazad-dum one other trip was held since the last
Spiel to explore two other holes between Niagara Pot and Rift Cave.
They were rather disappointing as one petered out at -25 ft. while
the other(unofficially named Grandstand Pot) met the same fate at
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=100 ft. You can’t win them all and there are still & number of good
prospects left to be explored in the Junee area. .
Club News.
+ Tadder praotice at Sphinx Rock every Wednesday night has been
well attended desplte poor weather conditions and there has been a
lot of improvement in ladder climbing techniques. Some members with
-1ittle. previous. climbing experience have turned into first class lad-
der experts., Prizes for the most improvement go to Wes Carﬁenter,
Nick Cummings and Sally Morrls and we now have a strong support party
for Khazad-dum.
+  Prospective members: Welcome to the follow1ng
Sue Morris, 4 Somerdale Rd., Claremont. 7011.
Andrew Skinner, Hastings Caves,/ 21 Kelly St., Battery Point. 7000.
+ Changes of address: Laurel Norbury, 53 Lord St., Sandy Bay. At
present stuylng with Brian and Jeanette.
+ Farewell to Mike and Shirley Tarburton who joined us from Western
Australia early this year. They are going back to the West., We wish
them all the best. Their new address is: c¢c/o Carnel College, Carnmel,
WesterniAustralia,; 6076.
+ Mt.Wellinston Search and Rescue. On Saturdaynlnht 20th Novenher
three of our members - Bill Lehmnann, Bill Peterson,and Bernie Howe -
took part in a search for a party of five nissing bushwalkers and
were successful in finding them. One of the missing party was Mrs.
Merle Iredale who was an early member of our club and whose husband
wag club secretary about twenty years ago. The new miners lights '
were used for the first time on the search and proved most success-
ful in the bush. Unfortunately Bill broke his thumb during the search
and will not be caving for a while.
+ A preliminary report has been subnitted to the National Parks and
Wildlife Service on the desirability of adequate protection for Exit
Cave and boundaries have been suggested for a cave reserve. A letter
‘has just becn received from the director = P.Murrell- expressing
interest in our proposals and he hopes to organize an inspection of
the cave soon.
+  We:.welcone two, visitors frono Wollongong, N.S.W. They are Lloyd
Robinson and Wolfgang Stengel from the Illawarra Speleological Soc.
Lloyd has been an associate member of our club for some years and is
the :A.S.1'. bafety Officer. He is well known for his exploration and
photographic exp101ts in the S3.¥%. of Western Australia. At the mon-
ent they are in Exit Cave, but they plan to conme to Khazad—dum next
weekend followed by a visit to Mole Creek.
+ At the last genera) meetlng the precarious financial state of the
club was discussed. This is a result of the large amounts of money -
spent on’ ~equipment especially in connection with the exploratlon of
Khazad~dwi. There has also been a considerable rise in costs in ‘the
nproductlon of the Spiel as paper prices and postage have gone up
"~ steeply in theé last year. It was decided to hold a raffle at each.
meetlng to increase revenue rather than to re-introduce trip fees.
The winner of the raffle will provide a prize(not exceeding two dol-
lars in value) at the next meeting. The secretary kindly donated a
plece ‘of stichtite(a rare mineral from the west coast)which was won
by Dot Boulter.

‘Blocking of the Upper Entrance of Kubla Khan, Mole Creck,

~ About a nonth ago a party of northern cavers visited Kubla Khan.
Most of the party took the lower entrance while one of their members
went up to the upper entrance to ladder the pitches to make a round
trip possible.: To his astondshment he found the ewntrance blocked by

a wall of concrete and rubble to which a brass plaque was attached
with the following inscription:- :

SAVE COLONG
KJwW N.S.W.

PMM  N.S.W. .
JFK  VIC.
SEPT 1971.

: "As a result he had to rush back to the lower entrance and do
the rather dangerous river passage traverse alone to warn the other
party that they would not be able to make the round trip. They also
-observed that air novement in the cave had virtually ceased as 8 re-
sult of ‘the blockage. -

‘Naturally members of the Norther Branch and north—western cavers
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were incensed since they were responsible for the discovery of the
upper entrance about a year ago and were in the process of planning
to block this entrance with a padlocked bar or gate.

‘The action by at present unknown mainland cavers shows a total
lack of comuon sense as well as a renmarkable degree of rudeness. The
total blocking of the entrance has obviously affected air movement
in the cave, would also have affected cave life and would have made
the rescue of an injured caver from the far chambers of Kubla Khan
all but impossible.

The blockage was removed in a three hour operation by members
of the Northern Branch and North Western Cavers who are planning to
install a gate as soon as possihle. ‘

The incident has left a bad taste in the mouths of many Tasman-
ian cavers as it seems very likely that whoever blocked the entrance
was assisted by one or more mainland cavers who had been shown its
location either during the conference fieldtrips or during the VSA
Easter trip to Mole Creek.

The blocking was done with complete disregard of the a.S.F.
code of ethics which states(rule 6) that " They(members of a&.S.F.
societies) will when visiting an area frequently visited by another
club, do all in their power to cooperate with that club'', It also
shows the stupidity and arrogance of some people associated with the
"Save Colong" movement.

A protest is planned by both our society and the Southern Caving
Society at the January Gommittee Meeting of A.8.F. Meanwhile the in-
‘itials remain a mystery and may in fact be ficticmal, For example
there is no one with the initials J.F.K. &in the Victorian Speleologi-
cal Association. Meanwhile the action of a few has brought mainland
cavers into disrepute in our state.

A.3.F. Conference Proceedings.

Some queries have already been received concerning the confer-
ence proceedings. The editors are pleased to report that progress
although slow has been steady. Holdups have been due to the reluct-
ance of some authors to supply manuscripts and the problems associat-
ed with transcribing the discussi ons following each paper from tape
into meaningful written English.

All editing has been done and final typing on an electric type-
writer is half complete and expected to be finished before Christmas.
The proceedings will be produced by offset printing and will consist
of approximately 180 pages made up of twenty contributions. Three
pages of photographs and numerous diagrams will be included. The
editors are hopeful that the publication will see the light of  day
before the end of January. The cost to those who did not attend the
conference will be Z %.00 per copy. Due to costs only a limited num-
ber of copies are available for sale. If you want to be sure of get-
ting yours put in an advance order now. Orders should be sent to
" The Secretary, A.S.F. Convention 1970, Box 641 &, G.P.0O.,, Hobart,
Tasmania, 7001, Cheques should be made payable to " A.S.7F. Convention
1970. " ' '

Deep Caves in Tasmania.

Several months ago a request was received from Ross Ellis - con-
venor of the A.S.F. Commission for Longest and Deepest Caves - for a
list of deep caves in Tasmania including all caves over 230 feet in
depth., A list including the six Tasmanian caves over 500 ft. in depth
has already been published(Speleo Spiel, No.54,2).

The following list includes only those caves in Tasmania less

than 500 ft. but more than 230 ft. in depth. A provisional list is as
follows:

(1) Satans ILair (Junee) =470 ft.
Estimation from ladder pitches. Southern Caver 2(3), 14.
(2) ©Niagara Pot (Junee) =450 ft.
Estimation from ladder pitches. Exploration imcomplete. Speleo
Spiel 62, 1-3.
(3) Revelation Cawe (Ida Bay) =450 ft.
Rough estimation only - probably generous. Speleo Spiel 44, 2.
(4) Rift Cave (Junee) =430 ft.
Repeated aneroid traverse. A.S.F. Handbook, 262.
(5) Col-in-Cavern (Mt.Anne) -390 ft.
Survey C.R.G.2. Spar 5, 2-5. June, 1971.
(6) Rescue Pot (Junee) =350 ft.
Estimation from ladder pitches. Southern Caver 2, (3), 15.
(7) Pillingers Creek Cave %Junee) =325 ft.
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Survey C.R.G.4, T.C.C. Bulletin 4, 3%7-38.

(8) Bone Pit (Junee) =300 to 350 f¥. : '

Rough estimation from ladder pltches A.S5.F. Handbook, 261.
(9) JP 10 (Junee) =320 ft.

Estimation from ladder pitches. Exploration 1ncomplete Speleo

~Spiel 51, 4-6.

(10) Executlon Pot (Mole Creek) =310 ft.

Edimation from ladder pitches. Troglodyte(TCCNB Bulletln)No 2.
(11) Devils Pot (Mole Creek) -310 ft.

Estimation from ladder pitches. TCCNB pers. comi., Troglodyte

Nos. 6 and 8. ' ‘

(12) Dribblespit Swallet (Junee) =300 ft.

Estimation from ladder pitches. Speleo Spiel 229 2-3.
(13) Oowl Pot (Florentine) -250 Ft.

Depth by estimation. Southern Caver 2,(3),

At least two - possibly three - otheTr caves at Mole Creek should
be included in this list but depths are not sufficiently accurately
known at present. Herberts Pot is at least 300 ft. and may be 400 ft.
deep. 'Croesus Cave is at least 300 ft. deep and Kubla Khan is prob-
ably in excess of 230 ft. Erebus (Hastlngsg ~ also known as Waterloo
Swallet - shown in A.S.P. Newsletter 52 (June 1971) should be remov-
ed from this list and has not been included here because recent work
by S.C.S. has shown that the cave is approx. 200 ft. decp. Reference:
Southern Caver 2,(4), 4-5. _

Of the list published here nos. 2, 5, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12, and 13
are not included in the provisional list in A.S.F. Newsletter 52, 22.

TRIP REPORTS. Albert Goede.

Lake Timk, Mt.Anne. 23,24,25 Oct, 1971.
Party: Brian Collin, Phll Roblnson, Attila Vrana and Hilary Cane
Combined T.C.C. - Manuka Club trip.

At Christmas Henry Shannon stood on the Mt.Anne dolomite rldg
and pointed over the Lots Wife ridge to some of Tasmania’s most in-
accessible country and said that in his opinion the resurgence of the
" Lake Timk drainage could be over there. It now appears that his pre-
diction may be true.

On Sunday we left lLake Timk and headed for the Weld River on a
true bearing of 35 degrees. This route took us across the dry lake
and to a surface creek. No sign of a resurgence was seen, in fact
the creek we were following went underground about half a mile from
the Weld. Time forced us to return to camp when 4 mile from the Weld.
at a point were our now dry valley met up with a creek coming from
the West.

On Monday Philip and I climbed Lots Wife, or rather the rock
pinnacle immnediately east of the summit. Dolomite outcrop was ob-
‘served for the first 600 ft. above Lake Timk.

(Map accompanying above report is overleaf.)

‘Mt.aAnne - c¢olomite ridge. 6,7/11/71.
Party: Brian and Jeanette Collin, Bill Lehmann, Peter Shaw and Laur-
el Nordury.

The spur ridge overlooking Lake Timk was looked at. Several of
the large dolines were traversed and all exhibited the typical scat-
ter of large rocks but no holes.

On Sunday, after camping near a permanent waterhole in the cen-
tre of the ridge we proceeded northwards. Near the end of the ridge,
at the bottom of an impressive doline we found the entrance to a cave

The entrance is a fissure some 30 ft. high and 15 ft. wide.
Looking in from the entrance we estimated the first drop to be 40 ft.
to a wide sloping ledge, the second drop would also be about 40 feet.
At the bottom of the second drop the floor appears to slope steeply
across the fissure. It may go on or it may not. There was no indi-
cation of air movemant.

After looking at the fissure we continued down tq the search
camp and back to the cars. :

The scrub on the dolomite ridge is a challenge in 1tqe1f tak-
&ng about 5 hours to travel less than a mile. It is 1nterest1ng gcrub
and one can but admire natures entapglements of Scoparia and moun-
tain myrtle.

Anyone interested in cracking the new cave please contact Bill
Lehmann.,

Brian Collin.

"Brian Collin,
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Mep of Take Timk - dolomite ridge area,

‘a&fELD

River

/!
Vi ad Creek gecs

under %"0\\\!\@“ .

N

£l

%L

b

(o) MT. ANNE \\

% 1] Possibl

p N 0S5ibhle. Avea

y v TN '
* 1 . if TQr rc.suv%encc..
Ko v f \ o
< \\Q\\N“;_;/,
oA e .
) ~
l_-_eﬁﬁi"'!:\.
-—— DNhaws ro\,\tg_ fck\len '\—c Weld wndh Lo‘\.'s \'\\.‘PQ.. .
L . .
N7 ledicates dolonwnwte e .
— - "‘Q\-';\-C_ \av\ to L\OJ«C. -‘T_\.V\\‘&-
Ar=y  — lokes .
x x X ridqe (S\Jf"(-td:;. dwide),
Junee Area -~ Saturday 13%/11/71.

Party: Phil Robinson(leader), Kekin Kiernan, Chris Harris, Judy Chan-
Eers%cavers) and Delia Maloney, Bill Lehmann and Jeanette Collin(sur-
face).

Exploration of hole between R&8ft Cave and Niagara Pot. By some
strange misunderstanding we were led to believe that the quickest
way to the new potholes was via the Junee Ridge and the old forestry
track. Although the route was reasonably clear it involved a steep
climb and took much longer than expected. After 23 hours we reached
Rift Cave carrying 240 ft. of ladder and 400 ft. of rope, Ten minutes
later the firut hole was 18cated. As the majority partook of a com-
fortable lunch amid pleasant rainforest Kevin and Chris descended a
miserable, nmuddy 25 ft. pitch choked at the bottom and leading no-
where. ‘

Grandstand Pot(unofficial n-me) was the next objective and large
logs across the sinkhole provide a good view for spectators. The
cavers abseiled down a 60 ft. drop and 30 ft. of ladder was left on
the bottom scction for an easy return. From a false floor of branches
and mud a small passage led on down. This was followed with mixed
feelings to a level of approx -100 ft. where a choke of mud and rocks
prevented further progress. '

Half the party returned to the cars while the kecner members
headed further west towards Niagara Pot. Within hearing distance of
the waterfall a few more holes were found. Peter and Phil descended
one full of cnormous spiders, crickets and many other assorted trog-
lodytes. ith the aid of a rope -60 ft. was reached beforc the in-
evitable choke. There are still some holes left unexplored between
Rift Cave and Niagara Pot. All are small, undraughty and without
water. Prospects of entering a large system here look dim.

Phil. Robinson.
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Khazad=-dum, (Junes) - 4,5/12/71.

Partx:_Phil_Robinson(leader), Peter Shaw, Simon Stephens, Kevin Kier-
nan, Graeme Watt, Albert Goede, Wes Carpenter, Sally Morris, Stuart
Nicholas, David Cripps and Richard Bloomfield.

After the winter snows had disappeared and with a week of fine
weather, a reasonable descent of Khazad-dum was anticipated. On Pri-
day morning the Junee resurgence wag down to a flow of 30-40 cusecs.
After only a few hours rain on Fridaynight the flow was well over
100 cusecs. on Saturdaymorning. The possibility of a party suddenly
trapped by flood waters is now very apparent. Tasmanian weather is
as unpredictable as anywhere in the world. Caught by flood water in
Exit Cave is inconvenient, down Khazad-dum highly dangerous. After
a long:hard trip, soaked to the skin there is a great risk of ex--
haustion and eEposure. There is now every need to install the tele-
phione down to the -840 ft. level in order to warn the advance party
of a sudden storm.

Nevertheless, with a high volume of water cascading into the
entrance Khazad-dum was entered at about 11.00a.m. Saturdaymorning.
Tackle. was ferried down and the pitches gradually rigped to the
streamway over 500 ft. underground. The pace was slow, There was
little hope of a push down the waterfalls. Photos were taken, the
telephone tested from the 92 ft. pitch to the streamway. Eight reach-
ed the head of the first waterfall pitch of 20 ft. The flow of water
was heavy. Not another trip abandoned! Surely we could get down?!
There was a possibility of a belay on a dodgy looking flake of rock.
It was several. feet above and out over the top of the pitch. Philip,
lifelined, rig:;ed a short rope traverse and slipped the ladder over
the flake. It avoided much of the water. Voluntecrs to test the ar-~
rangement were sadly lacking. Phil unwillingly tried it himself. Much
to his amazement the flake didn’t break off, he only half-drowned
and reached the bottom more or less in one piece. As Peter, Kevin
and Graeme were well aquainted with waterfalls and the lower reaches
of Khazad--dum they also descended. Simon stayed at the top of the
pitch to help on our return. Wes, Stuart and David returned to the
surface. Gear was lowered. Amid deafening noise the streamway was
followed down cascages to the next pitch. Two bolts were installed
to avoid the 30 ft. waterfall. One bolt is to ease the climb to a
ledge 15 ft. uy the wall of the cave. The other provides a 45 ft.
pitch completely dry. Down the streamway again to the next pitch -

15 ft. Climbing up toward the roof a bolt was placed providing a
noderately 'dry' pitch of 20 ft. The cave survey was continued by
Kevin, down from its previous end of -632 ft. Through deep pools and
tiny waterfalls the passage was descended to the 25 ft. waterfall.
Searching in the roof Graeme found a route above the pitch. Among

. loose rock slabs a 40-50 ft. dry pitch was possible. This was deemed
_ unsafe and also long for such a depth mnderground (7 -750 ft.) As .a.
big push would only be done in dry conditions anyway a bolt at the
top of the 25 ft, wet pitch would be better., There was only room for
one person, roped up, on the edge. The water was shooting out so fast
it was difficult to stand up. As Graeme was drilling twice as fast
as anyone else without tired wrists or arms he offered to have a go.
He suceeded admirably. Peter brewed up stew and coffee. There was no
possibility of going further. The water force was far too strong for
even the hardiest of potholers. Below us were 25 ft. and 30 ft. wet
drops to the big undescended dry shaft at approx -840'. The survey
shows we were at the -720 ft. level. The tackle was left in the cave.

A speedy return was made to the 20 ft. pitch where Simon had
gallantly waited 4-5 hours. His lifeline was well appreciated. The
pitch was nothing(though wet), *he take off tricky. Returning to the
streamway ncar the bottom of the 70 ft. pitch(at about -450 ft.) Kev-
in dived into a small hole and disappeared. Shouts of a large cavern.
Peter, Graeme, Fhil and Simon quickly followed. We were in a large
passage heading very steeply up towards the surface. Clambering up
over a large boulder there were jammed rocks everywhere, some immense.
Under and over boulders, up and up. There were leads all over. The
particular passage followed went upward 200-300 ft. A cool draught
was felt. Intensive exploration in these large new caverns could
lead to an easy route from the surface to the stream passage. After
12 hours underground lights were dimming. 4 return was made up onto
the rockpile to the 92 ft. free hanger. No lifeline!l!! Shouts and
screams but no answer. The others had obviously left the cave several
— -hours ago.- This had been agreed - yet no rope left hanging? This was
incomprehensible ~--?%? Phil eventually climbed up with a chest sling.

4
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The rope was lying in a heap at the top. We were out of the cave at
2.00a.n. Sunday. A 15 hour trip. Back through the bush - Max had
been on the track with his chain saw again. We were very grateful
for an easier walk back to the cars. Also a pile of firewood at the
Junee homestead - where we collapsed into sleeping bags at 4.00a.m.
Sunday.

Four nore bolts in the cave, more survey, new passage and part
of the televhone system tested. A successful descent despite the
high water. The cave is laddered to -720 ft. for next weekend’s big
push - - - weather permitting.

Phil Robinson.

STOP PRESS.

Tatest Khazad-dum news. Curses foiled again. Rain once more has
thrown a spanner in the works, on the weekend of 11, 12 December.
Anyway, here’s Peter’s report:

Khazad-dum - 11/12/71.

Advance party:(the milk of Australian caving): Phil Robinson, Peter
Shaw, Simon Stephens, Chris Harris and Graeme Watt.

Procrastination was the spirit of the day. The weather reports were
not the best and so we successively put off making a decision on
Friday night, Saturday morning at Brian’s, at the A.N.M, barrier,

at the start of the track and at the entrance of the cave., A decisio:
was finally made in the streamway and the bottoming attempt was
postponed. Assisted by the telephone party(seperate report) we plac-
ed 200 ft., of S5.C.S. ladder in the streamway in readiness for next
weekend, Telephone contact with the surface enabled us to arrange

a belay on our way out. Having decided against the bottoming attempt
we turned our attentions to the new sections discovered the previous
week which was surveyed by Phil and Simon, while the rest explored.
Highlight of the exploration was when Graeme dislodged a rock the
size of a rucksack to the consternation of those immediately below.
A high aven with very good acoustics was discovered and adnired.

After completing the exploration and survey we adjourned to the
foot of the thirty(foot pitch) for the foundation meeting of the
Khazad-dum Goumets and Glutt®ns Society. After a large and sumptuous
repast, five very bloated cavers struggled up the thirty and back
to the ninety for a welcome belay by the support party. We surfaced
at seven after a pleasant seven hours caving.

For the information of those who are wondering why the illust-
rious Kevin Kiernan is not mentioned as being in the party, Kevin
"piker" Kiernan got as far as the top of the ninety and then indi-
cated his desire to continue no further.

Peter Shaw.

One more Khazad-dum weekend before Christmas. A large party will be
NEEDED B¥8N if the weather is bad. All the gear will have to be re-~
moved from the cave that weekend whether the final push is on or not

PLEASE NOTE. As usual there will be NO Spiel and NO General Meet-
ing in January.

Towards more picturesque speleo-english.

" The North Ridge of Mt.Anne is something like the jaw of a long
dead dragon suffering from dental caries."

Henry Shannon.



