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FORWARD PROGFUJ!JlIE. 

February 12 ,13  - Weekend. Ex i t  Cave, Ida  Bay. Cai~p underground. 
c e l e b r a t i o n  of D e l i a ' s  b i r t h d a y ,  napping and 
photography. Leader: B i l l  Lehnann. 

February 1 6  - Wednesda : Barbecue a t  Henk Meerding's p l a c e ,  
our l ay  S t r e e t ,  Blacknans Bay. Any t i n e  7+ 

a f t e r  7~:n.   rink sour  own food and-dr ink .  
February 19  : ~ u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  of Fiiagara Pot ,  

t o  push beyond t h e  450 f t .  depth 
reached so far . - leader- :  P e t e r  Shaw.  herp pas 
as wel l  as exn lo re r s  welcome, 

February 23 - Wednesday: ~ a h d e r  p r a c t i c e  a t  Sphynx Rock. 
Las t  oppur tuni ty  with s m i e r  t i n e .  Depart 
Br ianss ,  66 Wentworth S t . ,  South Hobart 6p.m. 

February 26,27 - Weekend: Combined t r i p  wi th  S.C.S. t o  Herber ts  
Po t ,  Mole Creek. One of t h e  r?ost e x c i t i n g  
s p o r t i n g  caves i n  t h e  s t a t e .  Leader: K.Kiernan 

March 1 - Wednesday: General Meeting. 89.n. B i l l  Hodge's 
p lace ,  5  Bayley S t . ,  Glebe. Bring s l i d e s  and 
refreshments .  Mystery p r i z e  f o r  r a f f l e  provid- 
ed by Cl ive  Morris. 

March 4,5,6 

March 11,12 

March 18,19 

" - Long weekend. Easy t r i p  t o  Mole Creek. Should 
s u i t  a l l  types .  Canp near  Croesus. An a t tempt  
t o  salvage t h e  g a t e  - shovels ,  rubber  boo t s ,  
waders and s ledge h a m e r s  w i l l .  cone i n  use fu l .  
Also f u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  of Tai lender  Cave 
wi th  c l i n b i m  nole.  Leader: Alber t  Goede. 

& a or  ~ e e k e n d :  P repara t ion  f o r  ano the r  and 
las t  Khazad-dun descent .  Leader: Phil .Robinson 
P 

Weekend: Another and l a s t  push t o  t h e  bottom 
of Khazad-dun t o  c o m ~ l e t e  survey and e x d o r a -  
t i o n .  ~ l s o  removal o? a l l  equ ip len t  inc iud ing  
te lephone l i n e  and eyebo l t s  f r o u  cave. MANY 
hands needed. Leaders : advdnce par ty :  P h i l  
Robinson; support  pa r ty :  Br ian  C o l l i n  and 
k l b e r t  Goede. 

WEDNESDAY - ANNUAL GENERAL MEETIKG. - 8p.n. 
a t  8 ~ . t f i T y r e F t ,  B a t t e r y  Point .  E l e c t i o n  of 
o f f i c e  b e a r e r s  f o r  coming year.  

E d i t o r i a l .  

KHAZAD - DUM BOTTOMED AT 1020 FT. ! 
A New A u s t r a l i a n  Depth Record. 

O u r  l a s t  chance before  Chr i s tnas  d id  cone of f .  Out of t h e  ad- 
vance p a r t y  of f i v e  two bods reached t h e  b o t t o n  a t  a n  e s t i n a t e d  
depth  of  1020 f t .  where t h e  s t r e a n  f lows i n t o  a  deep pond and s iph-  
ons. For  good measure t h e  las t  p i t c h  proved a  s p e c t a c u l a r  125 f t .  
wi th  t h e  b o t t o n  100 f t .  hanging f r e e .  Hopes of makin:: Khazad-dun 
t h e  deepes t  cave i n  t h e  8outhern Hemisphere o r  of f i n d i n g  a n  exten- 
s i v e  h o r i z o n t a l  cave s y s t e n  were not r e a l i z e d  but t h e  cave i s  by f a r  
# u s t r a l i a 9 s  deepest .  

A t  t h e  t i n e  of descent  i t  was t h e  t h i r d  deepest  i n  t h e  Southern 
Hemisphere but  was r e l e g a t e d  t o  f o u r t h  p lace  a few weeks l a t e r  when 
a  combined New Zealand - A u s t r a l i a n  e x p i d i t i o n  pushed a  newly d i s -  
cmvered pothole  i n  t h e  Mt.Arthur Range t o  a depth of 1160 f t .  where 
t h e  s t r e a n  siphons.  This  new ho le  h a s  been named Golc<moth. 

The bo t ton ing  of Khazad-dun was t h e  r e s u l t  of many nonths of 
planning and t r a i n i n g  and t h i s  paid off with t h e  advance p a r t y  un- 
derground f o r  only  1 4  hours. 

The fo l lowing cavers  took p a r t  i n  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  a t - tenpt :  
Advance p a r t y :  P h i l  Robinson(1eader ) , P e t e r  Bhaw , Kevin Kiernan, 
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Gra.eme V a t t ,  and S.C.S. member Chr is  Harris. - 
Weekend s u - j j ~ o r t :  Br ian  C o l l i n ( l e a d e r ) ,  Ton F o r s t e r ,  B i l l  Hodge and 
Andrew Skinner.  
Day sup;~ort(Sunday):  Alber t  ~ o e d e ( l e a d e r ) ,  David Cr ipps ,  Wenk Meer- 
d i n e ,  S t u a r t  Nicholas,  Wes Carpenter ,  Judy Chambers, S a l l y  Morris ,  
Ross B e l l ,  De l i a  Maloney and B i l l  Lehnann. 

It was a sp lendid  team e f f o r t  by our rlembers. fie a r e  a l s o  ve ry  
g r a t e f u l '  t o  t h e  Southern Caving Soc ie ty  who continued t h e i r  support  
by making a l l  t h e i r  l a d d e r  a v a i l a b l e .  Appropr ia te ly  one of t h e i r  
nenbers  i n  t h e  advance p a r t y  was one of t h e  two t o  r each  t h e  siphon. 

E x p l o r a t i o n  of t h e  cave i s  not y e t  complete a s  a  s t e e p  mudslope 
(which a p ~ ~ e a r s  t o  l e a d  t o  a  l a r g e  cavern) oppos i te  t h e  base of t h e  
125 f t .  p i t c h ,  kis not  y e t  been sca led  due t o , l a c k  of a n  i c e  pick.  
This  t r e n d s  i n  a d i r e c t i o n  oppos i te  t o  t h e  siphon. The survey a l s o  
has  not  y e t  Seen completed a l though i t  has  been extendcd t o  -696 f t .  
The t r i p s  planned i n  March w i l l  hopeful ly  t i e  up t h e  loose  ends. 

Alber t  Goede. 

Club News. 
+ Chanaes of address :  
Arthur  ~ l a r k e ,  c/o P. Wessing, 1 4 1  M t .  Nelson Rd. , Mount Nelson,7007. 
P e t e r  Shaw, 53 Lord S t . ,  Sandy Bay, 7005. 
Kerry Holloway, P.O.Box 333, Sn i th ton ,  Tas. 7330. 
John Bluhdorn, 1 2  Nixon S t .  , Sandy Bay, 7005. 
+ New nenber 
We extend a c o r d i a l  welcome t o  Andrew Skinner who was accepted as 
a f u l l  nerlber a t  t h e  l a s t  genera l  nee t ing .  H i s  address :  21 Kelly 
S t . ,  B a t t e r y  P o i n t ,  7000. 
+ Prospec t ive  members: 
Also welcome t o  t h e  nob: Sue Morris ,  4 Sonerdale Rd., Claremont, 
and Joe Donelly ex. Queensland, a s  ye t  no f i x e d  address .  
+ C ~ n ~ y r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  Roy Skinner - super in tendent  a t  Hast ings 
Caves a n T B  long s t and ing  nember of our c lub  - who has  won a  Church- 
ill Fel lowship f o r  1972. This  w i l l  enable  him t o  nake a  s tudy t o u r  
l a t e r  t h i s  yea r  t o  v i s i t  cave a r e a s  i n  New Zealand, Japan, U.S.A., 
France,  Swi tzer land,  ~ u s t r i a ,  Germany, Lebanon and South Afr ica .  
No doubt h i s  experience w i l l  be v s r y  va luab le  i f  o r  when Ex i t  Cave 
i s  developed a s  a t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n .  A s  Roy i s  not  a i)hotographer 
but  would l i k e  t o  t a k e  a  s e ~ i e s  of Tasnanian cave s l i d e s  t o  e x h i b i t  
overseas  he h a s  reques ted  t h a t  anybody who has  s l i d e s  t h a t  could be 
used make the111 a v a i l a b l e  t o  h i a  f o r  copying. P lease  con tac t  Roy if 
you can a s s i s t .  
+ Best wishes f o r  a  speedy recovery t o  Robin Booth, a t  present  
a t  t h e  P o r t  TvToresby Hosp i t a l  i n  New Guinea. Robin and h i s  wife 
Judy a r e  c lub  nernbers and Robin was v ice-pres ident  when he re s ign-  
ed i n  August 1970 t o  t a k e  up a n  appointnent  as p a t r o l  o f f i c e r  i n  
New Guinea working i n  t h e  Madang d i s t r i c t .  

He was i n j u r e d  when a  t r u c k  i n  which he was t r a v e l l i n g  plunged 
down t h e  bank of a r i v e r  c ross ing  on a rough t r a c k  40 n i l e s  south  
of Usino 2 a t r o l  pos t  and was admitted t o  bladang h o s p i t a l  with a 
f r a c t u r e d  nose,  c u t s  t o  a n  eye and n w e r o u s  c u t s  and zbras ions .  
Following t h e  acc iden t  h i s  v i s i o n  f a i l e d  t o  irrlprove and he has  been 
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Por t  Moresby f o r  s p e c i a l i s t  t r e a t n e n t .  

A.S.F. Conference = -- -- Proceedings.  
The e d i t o r s  a r e  s o r r y  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e r e  has  been a f u r t h e r  

s l i g h t  hold.-U? i n  t h e i r  pub l i ca t ion .  The t y p i s t  who was doing t h e  
f i n a l  tyi7in.g became ill and t h e n  went on hol iday .  The proceedings 
a r e  now being r e s e t  i n  1 0  p t  type  and type  s e t t i n g  an6 proof read- 
i n g  a r e  ' t w 3  t h i r d s  complete. The use of smal ler  type  to::ether wi th  
t h e  r e d u c t i o n  of diagrams w i l l  reduce t h e  number of pages t o  between 
100 and 110 and w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  a  much s u p e r i o r  pub l i ca t ion .  ihJe ex- 
pec t  t h a t  i t  w i l l  s ee  t h e  l i g h t  of day about t h e  end of February. 
Sone advance o rde r s  have a l r e a d y  been rece ived .  Orders should be 
s e n t  t o  The S e c r e t a r y ,  A.S.F. Convention 1970, Box 641 G ,  G.P.O., 
Hobart ,  Tas. 7001. Cheques should be made payable t o  A.S.F. Conven- 
t i o n  1970. and - NOT t o  t h e  c lubs .  

KUBLA KHAN - Conservat ion o r  Slow D e t e r i o r a t i o n ?  
Our p r e s i d e n t  r e c e n t l y  rece ived  a l e t t e r  from Lloyd Robinson 

( I l l a w a r r a  S,~eleo.  S o c i e t y )  from W o l l o n g o ~  , N. S. W. who wi th  a 
f r i e n d  v i s i t e d  Kubla Khan and E x i t  Cave - i n  December. Lloyd i s  a 
l e a d i n g  czve c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t  and what he has  t o  say about Kubla 
should concern a l l  Tasnanian cavers .  The e d i t o r  has  t h e r e f o r e  t aken  
t h e  l i b e r t y  of publ i sh ing  a p o r t i o n  of h i s  l e t t e r : - -  
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H The chaps who placed t h e  concrete blockage i n  t he  top  entrance 
sure  went t o  some t rouble .  M r .  Howe to ld  us t h a t  none of the  pa r ty  
involved knew of t h e  pos i t i on  of t he  top  entrance and had t o  be 
shown i t s  pos i t i on  by h i s  son; t he  Howes were t o ld  t h a t  they were 
going t o  use t h e  cement t o  nake a good t r ack  up t h e  h i l l  t o  t he  
cave. My concern i s  not with who o r  why the  cave was sealed but i n  
t h e  f u t u r e  p ro t ec t ion  of t h i s  f i n e  cave. I n  my o p i n i m  t h i s  i s  one 
of t h e  ou-tsJcanding caves i n  ~ u s t r a l i a  e spec i a l l y  with t he  s ta lagmite  
growth where t ke re  a r e  some of the  f i n e s t  examples I have ever seen. 
Also t h e r e  a r e  excel lent  h e l i c t i t e - a r a g ~ n i t e  c r y s t a l s .  I n  t h e  sec- 
t i o n  we v i s i t e d  t he re  a r e  p a r t s  where it i s  impossible t c  progress 
without walking ac ros s  and on formation. There a r e  p laces  where:- 

( a )  nore than one path i s  used across  fo rna t ions .  

(3  spent carbide and rubbish have been d-mped. 
uncovered faeces  on f  ornat ions.  

( d )  a ragoni te  c r y s t a l s  have been renoved. 
It i s  obvious t h a t  some form of control led  v i s i t i n g  t o  t h e  cave 

i s  needed, under t h e  con t ro l  of one who knows the cave. I n  our op- 
i n ion  Kubla i s  f a r  t o o  good t o  be used f o r  t r a i n i n g ,  f a n i l i a r i s a t i o n ,  
o r  s c o u % i i ~  t r i p s .  We sug,:ested t o  Frank Brown t h a t  a  lqck up g r i l l  
i s  needed on the  top  entrance;  and a  more d i s t i n c t  t r a i l  i s  needed 
over sone sec t ions .  From my experience i n  W.A. caves, Kubla w i l l  
s u f f e r  swi f t  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  i f  l e f t  a s  i t  is ,  Frank seened in t e r e s t ed  
i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we were so i n t e r e s t ed  and concerned with Kubla. 
Frank places  much emphasis on what t he  t h r e e ( 3 )  d iscoverers  of t he  
t op  entrance wish t o  be done, i f  anything, about i t .  I n  f a c t  t h e  
way he t a l k s  they have the  f i n a l  say." 

blhatever our f  e e l i n ~ s  about t he  unknown mainland-ers responsible 
f o r  blocking t h e  t op  entrance i t  i s  q u i t e  obvious t h a t  we a re  not 
d o i n g  enough t o  preserve our bes t  caves, Our president  G c e n t l y  
had a  d i scuss ion  with B i l l  Tonalin about t h e  probleu who assured 
him t h a t  a  locking bar  had been made up and was jus t  about ready t o  
be placed i n  pos i t i on  t o  block the  top entrance. 

This w i l l  be a  p a r t i a l  so lu t ion  provided t h a t ,  and here I quote 
our s ec re t a ry  Noel White - There i s  no point  i n  having a  ga te  i f  
everyone and h i s  dog can go through i t  whenever they choose. I f  
arguments about s a f e ty  a r e  t o  c a r r y  any weight the  ga te  should be 
used ONTY xhen i t s  use i s  required f o r  reasons of sa fe ty .  The bes t  
p ro tec t ion  f o r  t he  cave i s  t o  d r a s t i c a l l y  reduce the  inunbers v i s i t -  
i n g  i t .  Anyone not capable of doing t h e  cave f r o n  the  n a i n  entrance 
should not be i n  i t .  

A 1 1  c lubs  should adopt a s  a  f ixed pol icy  t h a t  - no prospective 
members should be taken t o  Kubla Khan." 

We a r e  prepared t o  s t i c k  t o  t h i s  policy and hope t h a t  o ther  
c lubs  - and u n a f f i l i a t e d  cavers w i l l  adopt t he  sane a t t i t u d e .  

Lest w e  f e e l  too smug about our a t t i t u d e  l e t  rle noint  out t h a t  
our club was responsible  f o r  a  ga t?  i n  Croesus t h a t  w>,s washed out 
under extreme f lood condi t ions  e ighteen months ago, Croesus i s  a  
very vulnerable  cave only 100 yards f r o n  a  sealed road. Yhat have 
we done about i t ?  Nothiw. I f  you f e e l  a  l i t t l e  g u i l t y  how about 
joining t h e  Illarch l o w  weekend t r i p  t o  do something about i t ,  Men- 
be r s  of o ther  clubs and northwestern cavers a r e  welcorle t o  jo in  us. 

TRIP REPORTS. - 
Khazad-dun - l8,19/12/7l. (Advance par ty  repor t .  ) 
Party:  Phi1 Robinson, Pe te r  Shaw, Kevin Kiernan, Gracile Vatt and 
Chris Harr is .  

On Sat.  18th  Dec. a t  7p.m. t he  sump pool was f i n a l l y  reached 
a t  a depth estimated near  1020 f t .  - another  Aus t ra l i an  record. It 
was a  z r e a t  triumph of team work and organisat ion.  Nuch c r e d i t  must 
go t o  t he  support par ty  numbering 15-16 during the  we~kend. Without 
t h e i r  help  t h e  attempt would have been useless .  

The t w o  previous weekends(both wet) saw the  cave laddered t o  
t h e  -720' l eve l .  An ex t r a  200' ladder  and 360' rope were stacked i n  
t h e  strearlway a t  -530'. On Saturday morning nine cavers headed f o r  
Khazad-rlun praying heavi ly  t h a t  t h e  weather would a t  last  give then 
a break. B r i m  Co l l i n  and Andrew okinner l ined  t h e  forward team 
down the  92'  f r e e  haneer. B i l l  and Ton stayed jus t  i n s ide  the  en- 
t rance  t o  t e s t  t he  telephone. During the  day t h i s  was f ixed  from 
t h e  r a i n  f o r e s t  campsite t o  t he  streanway -450' down. 

i l i thout t ack l e  t h e  streamway was soon reached. The water was 
lower than usual  ye t  s t i l l  much higher than l a s t  summer. The assaul t  
was on. The f i v e  w a t e r f a l l  p i t ches  were descended suoothly t o  t he  
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l a s t  30' .  Here a  b o l t  was d r i v e n  t a k i n g  t h e  l adder  j u s t  behind t h e  
f a l l .  It was a  long cold wait .  This  i c y  wet p i t c h  i s  t h e  most un- 
p leasan t  and e x c i t i n g  of a l l .  Abse i l s  o e r e  f a i r l y  s w i f t .  Gear low- 
ered and 'Brew Chamber1 a t  -840' was reached. Imledia te ly  t h e  g l u t -  
t o n s  s o c i e t y  s t a r t e d  work. This  s h e l t e r e d  sec t io f i  i s  a  r e l i e f  f r o n  
t h e  c o l d ,  draughty streamway. Wzter tenp .  i s  6-7 C. The b i g  d ry  
s h a f t  was reconnoi tered .  The bottom o r  s i d e s  could not  be seen. 
Rocks thrown down were only vaguely heard ,  Yet another  b o l t  was 
i n s t a l l e d  f o r  a n  easy  belay.  There a r e  few s o l i d  rock f l a k e s  o r  
boulders  i n  Khazad-dun. One hundred and e i g h t y  f e e t  of l a d d e r  was 
lowered and P h i l i p  prepared t o  descend. The t o p  25t  i s  atyainst  a 
w a l l ,  t h e  r e s t  f r e e  hanging, Below t h e  overhang t h e  l a d d e r  dwindled 
down i n t o  t h e  d i s t a n c e  hopeful ly  t o u c h h g  t h e  bot ton.  Would we pass  
1000' down t h i s  p i t c h ?  A s  Khazad-dun p i t c h e s  u s u a l l y  go a w a t e r f a l l  
appeared lower down 50-60' high. It cane c rash ing  i n  20-30' t o  one 
s i d e  of t l ~ e  l a d d e r .  The p i t c h  was 125 ' .  The w a t e r f a l l  was obviously 
t h e  one fro!:l which Kevin Kiernan r e t r e a t e d  i n  March ,71. Chr is  a l s o  
descended. Exc i t ed ly  we pressed on, c l i n b i n g  down over boulders  t o  
t h e  strearnwa'y again .  The passage i s  20-30' h igh  and wide, f l a t  wi th  
sandbanks on one s i d e .  The passage lowered t o  a  crawl i n  water ,  
f r o t h  and 1-iurky pool 20' ac ross .  The s u p  i s  ve ry  deep. Disappoint-  
ment; no nore  p i t c h e s ,  no master cave. Returning about 100 '  a  climb 
up a s t e e p  sandbank l e d  t o  a  crawl t h e n  a  d ry  upper passage. This  
was l e a d i n g  over  t h e  sump but even tua l ly  dropped down t o  t h e  pool 
again.  It was t r a v e r s e d  t o  a passage beyond. This  i s  blocked a f t e r  
20' by mud and f lood  d e b r i s .  Another small  passase was follwwed j u s t  
above t h e  Sulil f o r  2-300' l ead ing  upward, This  becace t i g h t ,  jagged 
unpromising and was not followed f u l l y .  A r e t u r n  was made t o  t h e  
base of t h e  p i t c h ,  es t imated a t  50-60' v e r t i c a l l y  from t h e  surnp i . e .  
depth  1020' .  k s t e e p  s lope  h igh  up oppos i te  t h e  p i t c h  looked a s  if 
i t  l e d  t o  a  $arge cavern.  This  would need s t e p s  c u t t i n g  i n  t h e  mud 
t o  reach  tile top.  

A good l i n e  was api , rec ia ted  back up t h e  p i t c h ,  The 100'  f r e e  
hanging s e c t i o n  i s  a  s p e c t a c u l a r  blackness ,  a  f e e l i n g  of depth.  
There were nixed f e e l i n g s ,  r e l i e f  a t  reaching  t h e  bottom y e t  a l s o  
d isenchantnent  about t h e r e  being no g r e a t  cave t o  explore.  The 
p i t c h e s  were der igged and t h e  t a c k l e  hauled back t o  t h e  base of t h e  
70 '  p i t c h ( - 4 5 0 t ) ,  Nine bags were l e f t  f o r  t h e  support  p a r t y  t o  r e -  
move on Sunday. The campsite was contacted v i a  te lephone and a be- 
l a y  arran:;ed on t h e  92 '  f r e e  hanger by B r i a h  and Andrew. The surface, 
f i r e  and c o f f e e  were reached a t  about 2.00 a.n.  Sunday - a  14  hour 
t r i p  p l e a s a n t l y  t i r i n g .  We re tu rned  once more t o  t h e  Junee home- 
s t ead  t h a n k f u l  t h a t  t h e  support  p a r t y  and not us  woulfl- p u l l  820'  
of l a d d e r ,  960' of rope ,  p l u s  k rabs ,  s l i n g s ,  b o l t i n g  gea r  and two 
te lephones  out  of Khazad-dum l a t e r  i n  t h e  day. P h i l i p .  
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M t .  Anne ~rx 31/21/71 t o  2/1/72. 
Pa r tx :  Br ian  C o l l i n ,  Wes Carpenter and Alber t  Goede. 

This  t r i p  was intended t o  be a l e i s u r e l y  t o u r  of t h e  Mt.Anne 
C i r c u i t  but  p e r s i s t a n t  bad weather forced  a change of p lans .  

A f t e r  repacking our  packs a t  t h e  Needles Hut WC l e f t  t h e  road 
a t  11.15 a .n.  headed towards t h e  north-east  r idge .  Cold cond i t ions ,  
i n t e r m i t t e n t  r a i n  and low cloud made even t h i s  i d e a  u n a t t r a c t i v e  
and we decided t o  go t o  Lake Tink. A t  t h e  beginning of t h e  t r a c k  t o  
t h e  nor th-eas t  r i d g e  we were somewhat s taggered t o  f i n d  a n  elabor-  
a t e  handcarved s i g n  po in t ing  out t h e  t r a c k  a s  only  a few months 
p rev ious ly  a l l  markers had been removed from t h e  f i r s t  s e c t i o n  of 
t h e  t r a c k  fo l lowing a  d e c i s i o n  by t h e  Federa t ion  of Bushwalking 
Clubs. 

We a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  Bearch Bamp a t  1.20p.n. f o r  lunch and f i n i s h -  
ed j u s t  i n  t i n e  f o r  t h e  next shower. We l e f t  f o r  Lake Tiak a t  2p.n. 
and on t h e  way explored two l i k e l y  p laces  a long t h e  c l i f f  f o r  c a v e s  
We reached t h e  Lake a t  5..25p.m. and had a look at  t h e  main swa l l e t  
a f t e r  pitch in^ t h e  t e n t s .  

The next  day the* weather was even worse wi th  f r equen t  showers 
and cold c o n d i t i o n s  so we had a day of l e i s u r e  concen t ra t ing  on 
s t a y i n g  w a r n ,  e a t i r g  and dry ing  out gea r  around a  h o t  f i r e .  Br ian  
improved t h e  t e n t  f l o o r  which had proved r a t h e r  mobbly t h e  n igh t  
before  while  Wes and myself amused ourse lves  by improvising a n e t  
out  of a forked s t i c k  and one of Br ian ' s  s i n g l e t s  and ca tch ing  na t -  
i v e  t r o u t  f o r  Phi1  Andrews of t h e  Tasnanian Museum. 

The fo l lowing morning t h e r e  was s t i l l  no improvenent i n  t h e  
weather so we decided t o  walk out a  day e a r l y .  We broke caap and 
l e f t  Lake, Tirlk a t  9.45a.m. reaching  t h e  Search Camp a t  12.55p.n. 
A f t e r  a 40 l l inute  break f o r  lunch we went on and reachcd tLe road 
a t  3.10 p.1-i. i'Je were back i n  Hobart a t  5.40. a f t e r  a r a t h e r  disap-  
p o i n t i n g  t r i p .  Not once dur ing  our t h r e e  day s t a y  d i d  we see  t h e  
swmit of l!it.Anne and I suspect  I have brought back t h e  uos t  d i s n a l  
looking  l o t  of s l i d e s  ever  t o  be t aken  a t  Lake Tink. Goede. 
Junee-Florent ine - Sat .  8/1/72. 
Par ty :  Alber t  Goede, Therese Goede, B i l l  Lehmann, Del ia  Maloney and 
Queensland cavers  Dave GiILieson, John Toop and John Dam. 

A day t r i p  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  new ho le  r e c e n t l y  r epor ted  by 
Max J e f f r i e s  u p h i l l  from JP 1. It was found i n  a  low c l i f f  wi th  
two en t rances  l e a d i n g  down 25 f t .  i n t o  a s n a l l  chamber Trom where 
a chinney l e d  down another  12 f t .  t o  a  choke. It d i d  not  t ake  long 
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  and was r a t h e r  d isappoin t ing .  

We t h e n  headed f o r  t h e  F l o r e n t i n e  t o  Lawrence Creel:. With t h e  
e x c e l ~ t i o n  of t h e  Goedes t h e  p a r t y  l e d  by B i l l  d isappeared i n t o  a n  
unnumbered ent rance  about 1 0  f t .  t o  t h e  r i g h t  of JF 23 when f a c i n g  
downstream. This  i s  p a r t  of t h e  JP 23 system and was a l s o  found t o  
l i n k  wi th  JP 24. The p a r t y  explored a  t h r e e  d inens iona l  Daze which 
obviously f i l l s  up completely i n  wet weather,  B i l l  e s t i n a t e s  t h a t  a  
f u r t h e r  500 f t .  of passage was explored. The f i n a l  cave t o  be v i s -  
i t e d  was Welcome S t ranger  t o  show our v i s i t o r s  t h a t  not  a l l  caves 
i n  t h e  a r e a  a r e  scungy, muddy h o l e s  without formation. It was a 
p leasan t  arld l e i s u r e l y  day. The weather w a s  ho t  and sunny and t o  go 
underground was a  welcome r e l i e f .  Alber t  Goede. 
Lake Tink Rcsurgence - 8-12/1/72. 
Pa r ty :  E r i a n  C o l l i n  and Kevin Kiernan. 

Departed from Lake Timk 1 l a . n .  on Saturday morning on a t r u e  
bear ing  of 120'. For t h e  f irst  700 f e e t  of t h e  clirlib t h e  r o u t e  i s  
on d o l o n i t e  and t h e  scrub  open. The scrub t h e n  g e t s  p r n ~ r e s s i v e l y  
worse being a d i s t i n c t  hindrance on t o p  of t h e  r i d g e  and f 'b.. . .yll 
we l l  nea r  in;?ossible on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  We wandered o f f  t h e  compass 
bea r ing  g e n e r a l l y  vee r ing  northwards i n  a  v a i n  a t tempt  t o  f i n d  eas- 
i e r  going. 'Ork's Nest Camp' was e s t a b l i s h e d  ad jacen t  t o  a small  
c reek  a t  map r e f e r e n c e  unknown. 

On Sunday we decided t o  have a look f u r t h e r  on, no packs,  no 
lunch,  no water  sample b o t t l e s  and no optimism. Within 5  a i n u t e s  - 
t h e  scrub  opened up Bnd w i t h i n  1 5  mins. we were i n  ' E l v i n  Gladet.We 
followed t h i s  c reek  down f o r  s e v e r a l  hourscagain on d o l o n i t e )  u n t i l  
a  much l a r g e r  creek coming from t h e  south w a s  found. The new creek  
was about 30' a c r o s s  and flowing only a  few inches  deep, i t s  bed was 
white  q u a r t z  sand. Time and hunger forced  our r e t u r n  t o  t h e  'Ork's 
Nest '  thanl i fu l ly  we had blazed t h e  r o u t e .  Camp was t h e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  
t o  t h e  ' E l v i n  Glade ' .  

On Konday we headed back t o  t h e  t o p  of t h e  rid;ye t h e  scrub  very 
q u i c k l y  naking progress  a n  a c r o b a t i c  f e a t .  Prom t h e  Lop of t h e  r i d g e  
we headed f o r  t h e  e a s t e r n  end of Lots  Wife and c u t  a c r o s s  t h e  g u l l y  
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t o  Lake Picone. This  a r e a  i s  ve ry  b e a u t i f u l l .  Tuesdm dawned over- 
c a s t  so a f t e r  a  few hours s i g h t s e e i n g  we headed f c r  Cots F i f e ,  Kevin 
climbed sane ,  t h e n  t o  Lake Ticlk and home. 

The creek  we found wi th  t h e  quar t z  sand bed i s  unusual f o r  t h e  
a r e a  and could e a s i l y  be from t h e  resurgence.  If we had c a r r i e d  t h e  
sample b o t t l e s  we would now know t h e  answer. k good t r i p .  

Br ian  Col l in .  
I d a  Bay - Sa t .  15/1/72. 
Pa r ty :  Alber t  Goede( leader) ,  P e t e r  Shaw, Del ia  Maloney and B i l l  L e k  
mann. 

A day t r i p  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  a  p a r t y  of Queenslanders which had a l -  
l e g e d l y  gone n i s s i n g  i n  Exi t  Cave. We l e f t  Hobart a t  9.30 a.m. a f t e r  
c o n t a c t i n g  Roy t o  s e e  i f  by chance they  had a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  Chalet .  
We f i r s t  drove t o  Roy and Pan's t h e n  south t o  t h e  s t a r t  of t h e  t rack .  
Had we but  known i t  t h e  misbing p a r t y  w a s  i n  t h e  Lune River  post-of 
f i c e  a s  W C  drove p a s t .  We l e f t  t h e  c a r  a t  12.15 p.n. and had lunch 
a t  t h e  o u t s i d e  camp before  e n t e r i n g  t h e  cave. vie went a s  f a r  a s  t h e  
i n n e r  base camp but no s i g n  of t h e  missing bods. A quick t r i p  t o  
E d i e ' s  Treasure t o  show Del ia  t h e  needles  t h e n  back a g a i n  ca r ry ing  
some r u b b i s h  back t o  t h e  ent rance .  A t  t h e  g a t e  we not iced  t h a t  t h e  
spa re  key had disappeared.  A f t e r  another  snack a t  t h z  o u t s i d e  camp 
we a r r i v e d  back a t  t h e  c a r  a t  4.45p.n. The whole t r i p  - t o  t h e  i n n e r  
base carap and back - had only t a k e n  . 49. hours.  The cave stream was 
ve ry  low and Reece's Bog was a l s o  s u r p r i s i n g l y  dry.  Yheii we a r r i v e d  
back i n  Hobart we found t h e  l ln iss ingf l  p a r t y  a l r e a d y  a t  Br ian  and 
J e a n e t t e 9 s .  F o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  our search-and rescue  coord ina to r  he was 
we l l  out of reach  somewhere beyond M t .  Anne. lllbert Goede. 
Has t ings  - Wolf Hole - 16/1/72. 
Pa r ty :  Albe r t  Goede( leader) ,  B i l l  Lehnann, De l i a  Maloney, Yeder Shaw 
p lus  n w x r o u s  ( l 5  ) Adventure Canp t r a i n e e s  and i n s t r u c t o r s  B i l l  Ton- 
a l i n  and Des Robertson. Also mountaineer Richard Bennett t o  t a k e  
photographs f o r  "The Mercurylf. 

k change from previous yea r s  i n  t h a t  a l l  but one of t h e  boys 
a b s e i l e d  down t h e  en t rance .  However, s i n c e  they  a l l  had l i t t l e  ex- 
per ience  of a b s e i l i n g  and a l l  had t o  be l i f e - l i n e d  t h i s  proved ve ry  
a i t t l e  f a s t e r  t h a n  t h e  orthodox method. Alber t  s tayed on t h e  su r face  
a s  be laye r  while  B i l l  and P e t e r  ac ted  a s  guides  un6er:yvund. An un- 
e v e n t f u l  t r i p  and a l l  were out by 4.30 p.m. Some d i d  not  a p p r e c i a t e  
having t o  wade through t h e  l a k e  e s p e c i a l l y  when they  found what was 
on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  B i l l  r epor ted  numerous unaspides i n  t h e  l a k e  near  
t h e  f a r  s i d e  and i t  i s  hoped t o  have a  r e t u r n  t r i p  soon t o  do sone - 
c o l l e c t i n g .  Albert  Goede. 


