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R e g i s t e r e d  f o r  y o s t i n g  as a  p e r i o d i c a l  - Category"Bis. 
Annual s u b s c r i p t i o n  ;62,00, S i n g l e  c o ~ 3 i e s  2 0 c e n t s  

P r e s i d e n t :  A l b e r t  Goede, 8 Bath S t r e e t ,  B a t t e r y  P o i n t ,  7000. 
S e c r e t a r y :  P e t e r  Shaw, 53 Lo7d S t r e e t ,  Sandy Bay, 7005. 

P ORWARD Pi30 ~~RAMXE. 
June 24,25 - Weekend, Ex i t  Cave, Any v o l u n t e e r s  +6 l e a d  i t ? ?  
June 24,25 Weekend. Mole Creek e x p l o r a t i o n s .  P l e n t y  t o  do. No 

d e f i n i t e  p l a n s  as y e t .  Leader: P e t e r  Shaw. 
J u l y  1 , 2  - Day - - o r  we&eiid. come f o r  e i t h e r  day o r  t h e  whole 

weekend. Saturday i s  surveying  and f u r t h e r  explora-  
t i o n  i n  Gormenghast. Sunday i s  more e x p l o r a t i m  i n  
t h e  Growling Swal le t  a r e a ,  p o s s i b l y  Trapdoor Swal- 
l e t ,  Leaden: P e t e r  Shaw, 

Ju ly  5  Wednesday. General  n e e t i n g  a t  8 Bath S t .  , B a t t e r y  
P o i n t ,  Refrechments and s l i d e s  welcome. Mystery 
r a f f l e  ~ r i z e  nrovided bv A l b e r t .  

J u l y  8 ~ a t u r d a y  ~ u r t h e r a  e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  JP 14. Leader: -- -* 
P h i l  Hobinsor,  

J u l y  22923 - ---- Weekend. Ex i t  Cave e x p l o r a t i o n s  co-ordinated by 
t h a t  ve$kran E x i t  c a v e r ,  B r i a n  Co l l in .  

EDITORIAL. 
Con t ra ry  t o  l a s t  month's  r a s h  promises ,  s t i l l  no d e t a i l s  of t h e  

Khazad-dun e x p e d i t i o n  f r o n  B ~ l a n  and P h i l .  The c o n t r o v e r s y  over  t h e  
use  of l a d d e r s  and a n  underground camp, a s  ppposed t o  a b s e i l i n g  and 
p r u s s i k i n g  i n  l ightni l12 cL,;T T ~ i p s  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  consequences of i n -  
c r eased  technology  i n  c a v i n g ,  Can t h e  c l u b  a f f o r d  t o  m a i n t a i n  a  l a r g e  
volume of l a d d e r s  and f a i r l y  expensive a b s e i l i n g / p r u s s i k i n g  r o p e s  as 
w e l l ?  Who i s  <;oing t o  use  them? Does -Lhe inCroduct ion  of s i n g l e  rope  
t e c h n i q u e s  h e r a l d  t h e  exp lo ra t ?on  of e a s i e r  p o t s  wi thout  l a d d e r s ,  and 
t h e r e b y  l i n i t  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  t o  a n  even s m a l l e r  handfu l  t h a n  t h e  pre- 
sent-ladder-climbers. Almost anyone i s  w i l l i n g  t o  exp lo re  Xxit Cave; 
a.-* 

a  s m z l l e r  nuraber a r e  w i l l i &  t o  explo2e w e r t i c a l  caves  e.g. Junee. 
How many be involved  i n  s i n g l e  rope  e x p l o r a t i o n s  where weaker 
o r  l e s s  conpe ten t  members a r e  no t  a l lowed,  because t h e y  cannot be as- 
s is t  ed? 

T r i p s  t h i s  month have Seen r u n l e v e r y  weekend and have v i s i t e d  our 
f o u r  major cav ing  a r e a s .  Newde~ate  was v i s i t e d  under v e r y  d r y  condi-  
t i o n s  and a g a t e  placed on King George V'Cave by B i l l  LehrJlann and Roy 
Skinner .  k new h o l c  was explored a t  Ida  Bay w i t h  l i t t l e  r e s u l t .  Tour- 
ist  t r i p s  t o  H e r b e r t s  Pot and Kubla Khan were he ld  and some f r u i t f u l  
e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  P.l;lt Bath Cave, Cobbler Cooler and l ! t la l l t is  Cave y i e l d -  
ed 200, 400 and 800 f e e t  o-? new passage r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

Two t r i p s  t o  Junee have exp l s r ed  t h e  cave of t h e  nonth  r each ing  
f o u r  hundred f e e t  down i n  JF 1 4  w i t h  a n  e s t ima ted  e i g h t y  f o o t  s h a f t  
t o  fo l low.  For  t h e  r e p o r t  on t h e  second t r i p ,  s e e  next  noll ths Sp fe l .  
J P  1 4  i s  l o c a t e d  d i r e c t l y  above t h e  f i n a l  chamber in"Khaza2-dm but  
i t s  e n t r a n c e  i s  two hundred f e e t  lower.  Vhen you r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  t o p  
of t h e  f i n a l  chamber i n  Khazad-dum i s  a t  t h e  800 f t .  l e v e l ,  t h e  next  
t r i p  t o  JP 1 4  could be v e r y  e x c i t i n g .  P e t e r  Shaw, 
New Members. 

Welcone t o  t h e  fo1.lowing p r o s p e c t i v e  members: 
S t u a r t  Gaable ,  P. O . ,  Dover ,- 7116. 
Robert  Reid 20 Reids  Road, Fe rn  Tree.  
c h r i s ( ~ a s i 1  j Rathbone, 5 5 View S t r e e t ,  Sandy Bay, 7005. 
S a l l y  Lowe, 4/196 C h u r c ~ ~ l l l  Avenue, Sandy Bay, 7005. 

C o n ~ r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  fo l lowing  W O  were accepted  a s  f u l l  men- 
_berspatptJle l a s t  n e e t i n g :  
Richard B l o c X i e I d p  p4pTJ\Entwortlr S t r e e t ,  BelfrAve, -7Q1-6, - ( J u n i o r 1  p p p p 

Rosa l ind  B e l l ,  40 &rove Road, Glenorchy, 7010. 
Ross Mansf ie ld ,  280 Park S t r e e t ,  North Hobart ,  7000. 
TRIP REPORTS. m Creek - 20,21/5/72. 
P a r t  : P e t e r  Shaw, Joe Donnelly,  Kon ~ k h u r s t  , David Cr ipps  and Richard 
&ie ld .  

The u i n  of t h e  weekend :-.as t o  have a look  a t  t h e  upstream s e c t i o n  
of H e r b e r t s  Po t .  A f t e r  camping a t  Marakoopa h u t  on F r i d a y  n i g h t ,  we 
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were underground by e leven o 'c lock and reached t h e  s t r e a n  j u s t  over 
two hours  l a t e r .  A f t e r  a sho r t  break we s e t  of f  ups t rean  i n  a  beau t i -  
f u l  p iece  of s t r e a n  passage cons i s t i ng  of a  s e r i e s  of pools ,  some 
deeper  t han  o the r s .  By va r ious  precar ious  manoevres, nobody got  more 
t han  t h i g h  deep and we were soon gathered a t  a  pool i n t o  which thun- 
dered a  t h i r t y  f o o t  w a t e r f a l l .  An a t t e n p t  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  rou t e  around 
t h e  w s t e r f a l l  p o v e d  f r u i t l e s s ,  a l though some p r e t t y  formations were 
found i n  t h e  upper l e v e l s .  The h igh l i gh t  of t h i s  search  nus t  h'ave 
been when I d i d  a r a t h e r  a i r y  t r a v e r s e  i n  t h e  roof of t h e  s t r e a n  pas- 
sage i n  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  I was going ups t rean ,  when i n  r e a l i t y  I was 
g o i w  downstrean. On our r e t u r n  downstream, Joe and David f e l l  i n  up 
t o  t h e i r  waists which provided good en te r t a innon t  f o r  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  
pa r ty .  By e igh t  o 'c lock we were out of t he  cave a f t e r  a i ~ l e a s a n t  nine 
hours  underground. For wading i n  t h e  pools I wore waterproof t r o u s e r s  
tucked i n t o  we t su i t  boots  and found t h a t  these  kept me warn i f  not 
completely dry.  

On Sundby we 'had a look a t  Genghis Khan which i s  near t h e  up$er 
en t rance  t o  Kubla. Although not very extensive(mairily one l a r g e  cham- 
b e r ) ,  i t  has  some n ice  formations i n  t he  s i d e  chambers e s p e c i a l l y  
some b e a u t i f u l  h e l i c t i t e s  i n  one sec t ion .  Two hours was s u f f i c i e n t  
t o  have a n  easy  t o u r i s t  t r i p  through i t .  A t  no poin t  a r e  you more 
t h a n  f i f t e e n  n inu t e s  from t h e  entrance.  Pe t e r  Shaw. 
I d a  Bay - 27/5/72. 
Par tx :  Phi1 Robinson, S t u a r t  Nicholas,  Hoss Mansfield and Boa Reid. 

Rumours of s inkho les  on Marble H i l l  a r e  not uncomion - but a n  
acce s s  t r a c k  t oo?  Survey l i n e s  had been cut  around t h e  mining l e a s e  
boundary. i.'ollowily.; a f r i e n d  'S  d i r e c t i o n s  t o  our s u r p r i s e ,  we landed 
on Lune Sugarloaf .  The ' b i g 1  s inkhole  was soon loca ted  on t h e  doler -  
i t e / l imes tone  boundary. It i s  about 100'  a c ro s s  and sup;)lied by a  
small  t r i c k l e  on r a i n y  days. Bob eager ly  descended a 1 0 '  climb then  
down through wedged boulders  t o  a  p i t c h  r equ i r i ng  t ack le .  A 30' lad-  
d e r  was followed by a 20 f o o t e r  t o  a choke. P h i l i p ,  Koss and Bob 
reached t h e  bot ton .  k d i g  through a squeeze was abandoned a f t e r  a  
sho r t  while. , , tuar t  wasn't i n t e r e s t e d .  Af ter  a l l  t h e  new f i n d  was 



Speleo Sp ie l .  
*W (?age 3. ) 

oniy'- 11.0' f e e t  deep. 

Rough sketch.  

June, 1972. 

pl ,%R  LE 
k m  a 

S " G R ~ C ~ ( ~ $  

1 

1 ' 0  0 4f3 
Q 
0 0  >*\---. 

\L 

-7 
bdm * Q C 3  T S O m  

0 L ' W C  

R A I L U W  X o ~ x  To 

m D  L ~ N E  h 3 N E  q \ d ~ i z .  quna 

<NC RIVEA 
L 
N 

The con tac t  was followed down t h e  h i l l  t o  r e v e a l  s eve ra l  small  
depresshorn. No yotholes .  u l so  round t h e  h i l l  two l a r g e  s inkholes .  
P h i l i p  n e a r l y  s t m b l e d  i n t o  a hole  concealed by scrub. Clear ing  t h e  
vege t a t i on  y ie lded a 6 '  diameter  s h a f t .  S tua r t  was volunteered down 
a nuddy 60 '  p i t ch .  Bob and Boss a l s o  had a  l i t t l e  l adder  p r a c t i c e .  

P h i l i p  Robinson. 
Junee - JP 14. - 3/6i72. 

P-- P h i l i y  Hobinson( leader) ,  Noel White, S tua r t  Nicholas,  David 
r i p p s ,  don Ukliurst , Ross Mansf i e l d ,  Nick and H'el-en Cumlings and' Mieke 

Vermeulen. 
Half t h e  t r i p ( ? )  was spent gardening pebbles from the head of 

t h e  second ;]itch. P r e v i o u s ~ e x p l o r a t i o n  had ha l t ed  a t  bhe base of t h e  
70'  en t rance  p i t ch .  Prom here  a descent  of about 40' through jammed(?) 
b locks  saw Ross and Noel jumping up and down on loose  boulders  and 
r u b b l e : ~  l i f e l i n e  w a s  a t t ached  t o  Ross who once aga in  jumped up and 
down. "Thcre9s  a  b. . . .y  b i g  one perched j u s t  on t h e  edge! I need a 
geolog pickis .  Bang, t i n k l e ,  boon --- ($8.00 pick and boulder now dovm 
s h a f t .  T Ladeer w a s  even tua l ly  r igged ,  P h i l i p  and Ross descending a n  
85 sha f t (1edges  a t  1 5 '  and 4 5 1 ) .  Noel, S t u a r t ,  David, Ron, Helen and 
Nick s tayed a t  t h e  top. A t  t h i s  s t age  i t  was too  dangerous f o r  nore 
t o  go down. A s n a l l  passage approx. 4 '  h igh l e d  down v i a  two 10 '  
climbs and a crawl t o  a f u r t h e r  p i t ch .  This  was a 15  f o o t e r  through 
a t i n y  hole.  A f u r t h e r  1 0 '  drop t o  a  squeeze. Digging enlarged i t -  
enough f o r  Ross t o  e n t e r  and f i nd  a f u r t h e r  v e r t i c a l  drop. No t a c k l e  
so a r e t u r n  was made. Depth reached approx. 260'. A t  -220' a  d ry  nar- 
row s t r e a n  passage was followed t o  a t i g h t  c revice .  Rocks f e l l  f o r  
2-3 seconds. A l a r g e  s h a f t  was a l s o  found o f f  t he  base cf t h e  85 '  
p i t c h  - a 3-4 sec.  f a l l .  Three ways on. JP 14  goes - - - - down!! 

On t h e  su r face  i t  was r a in ing  and muddy. For those  who had pat-  
i e n t l y  wai ted ,  3  h o l e s  near  JP 3  were explored; unfor tuna te ly  t o  no 
g r e a t  d i s t ance .  JF 41 i s  a gry  70 '  s h a f t ,  blocked. JP 42 - 60' deep, 
a 4 '  diameter  tube a t  60-70 . u t h i r d ,  1 0 '  from JP 41 joined wi th  
JF 41. A few undescended potholes  s t i l l  remain i n  t h i s  a rea .  

P h i l i ~ 3  Robinson. 
Hast ings - - 3  4/6[7.2. 
Par ty :  Saturday- B i l l  Lehmann, Pe t e r  Shaw, Del ia  Maloney, Andrew Skin- 
ne r .  Ros. Be l l  and S a l l v  Morris. 
sunday: B i l l  Lehmann, ~b~ Skinner and Wes Carpenter.  

Af te r  a  delayed s t a r t  from Hobart we met up wi th  S a l l y  a t  Lower 
Longley and went on t o  Hast ings ,  r a t h e r  slowly as S a l l y  was ca r ry ing  
4 l a r g e  people and f u l l  packs i n  h e r  ' b e e t l e '  and I had a n  i r o n  g a t e  
cement and va r ious  o the r  a s sor ted  p ieces  of ironmongery along wi th  
myself and De l ia  and two packs i n  my ' b e e t l e ' .  Ve a r r i v e d  s a f e l y  a t  
va r i ous  t i n e s  dur ing  t h e  morning and a f t e r  co f fee  cour tesy  of M r s .  
Skinner ,  B i l l ,  P e t e r ,  S a l l y ,  Del ia  and Roy Skinner c a r r i e d  t he  cenent,  
g a t e ,  frame e t c .  up t o  King George V Cave i n  p r epa ra t i on  f o r  ga t i ng  
i t  t h e  next day. 

Af te r  lunch back a t  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t  we proceeded up t o  t h e  tour -  
i s t  cave, trogked up and went underground. 'We f i r s t  had a  look a t  
t h e  I1Popholeis and a f t e r  having a q u i t e  good time looking about we 
wen% back t o  t h e  main t o u r i s t  s e c t i o n  i n  p repara t ion  t o  p,o i n t o  I-Iells 
Half Acre v i a  Binney Tunnel and Mystery Chamber. The tri:? back had 
one amusing i nc iden t  when Delia  decided t h a t  she was not wet enough 
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and f e l l  i n t o  a l a r g e  pool of water,  scar ing the  day l igh ts  out o f  a 
t o u r i s t  par ty  who happened t o  be passing by i n  a higher gassage of the  
cave. We had a shor t  s top  while B i l l  and Peter  ran  back through the  
cave and down t o  t he  c a r s  t o  ge t  replacement head l igh ts  f o r  t w o  people 
who had neglected t o  g e t  t h e i r s  charged. 

The t r i p  through t o  Hel ls  Half Acre was very uneventful because 
t he  creek had dr ied  up and only l e f t  a few pools of water i n  the  pas- 
sage so a l l  t h e  fun  of t ry ing  t o  get  through usual ly  very wet and 
s l i ppe ry  mud was missed out on. 

On t h e  way out we met up with a par ty  led  by Kevin Siernan who 
were having a look around the  cave. 

On Sunday while t h e  o thers  went f o r  a walk t o  South Cape Bay, 
Roy and B i l l ,  with the  he12 of Wes who drove down e spec i a l l y  from 
Hobart, cemented the  ga te  i n t o  t h e  entrance of K i n g  George V Cave. 
The keys f o r  t h e  ga te  w i l l  be held by the  Head Ranger a t  Hastings. 

B i l l  Lehmann. 
Mole Creek - 11,12/6/72. 
 part^: Pe te r  Shaw and B i l l  Lehmann. 

With one wet s u i t  f o r  two people, we s e t  out t o  push two caves 
t h a t  I had previously l e f t  with explora t ion incomplete due t o  low,wet 
nature  of t h e  passages. F i r s t  we headed f o r  Nut-Bath Cave whose up- 
stream passage was unexplored. Leaving B i l l  on a s u i t a b l e  dry  perch 
I crawled upstrean f o r  a hundred f e e t  t o  a small chanber with t he  
stream emerging from a sump. After  a b i t  of work, a t h r ee  inch a i r  
space was hzwiered out and the re  was no choice but t o  continue. Never 
done' a duck before. Is the re  room on the  other  s ide? '  Grope with hands. 
Yes, p lenty  of room f o r  head. Vater i s  cold. What i f  I get  my lamp 
cord snagged?? Renove a l l  poss ible  project ions .  Now o r  never! Deep 
breath .  Ker-sp1oosh.-.-.! Easy! After  s i x t y  f e e t  the  s t r e w  emerged 
from between t w o  l a rge  boulders. Impossible. An upper l e v e l  continued 
f o r  t h i r t y  f e e t  but closed o f f .  Exploration complete. Back t o  t he  duck 
Easy t h i s  t i n e .  In to  t he  water and oops!!.? . Not qu i t e  t he  r i g h t  d i r -  
ec t ion.  Bead comes up i n  s ide  of passage ins tead of cen t re ,  a valuable 
lesson.  

Back on t h e  surface  we headed down t o  t he  llCobbler Coolerft. A t  
t he  previous upst rean l i m i t ,  we waded a pool t o  a junction with t he  
muddy Nut-Bath Cave water coming i n  from the  r i g h t  and c l e a r  water 
from the  l e f t .  a l o w  crawl brought us t o  a neck deep pool with a nar- 
row v e r t i c a l  s l o t  on t he  f a r  s ide.  Getting through the  s l o t  was tr icky 
the  widest p a r t  being a t  the  water l i n e .  More wet crawling and we 
eventual ly  a r r ived  a t  a. sump. Back a t  t he  stream junction we headed 
up t h e  stream coming from Nut-Bath Cave. Several l o w  b i t s  and some 
s l i ppe ry  nud brought us t o  the  sump. Two hundred f e e t  of new passage 
was explored i n  the  l e f t  hand stream and one hundred and e ighty  f e e t  
i n  t he  r i g h t  hand stream. 

n f t e r  lunch we headed f o r  My Cave and had a quick t r i p  through 
the  cave with a pause f o r  a wallow i n  the  sunp, before re tu rn ing  t o  
the  hut .  . . 

On Monday, we s e t  off  f o r  a quick d ig  i n  a hole I had found pre- 
v iously  i n  t h e  r i g h t  hand' va l l ey  above Marakoopa. On the  way up the  
va l l ey ,  I showed B i l l  a hole  which had gone f o r  a hundred f e e t  before 
sunping, and waited a t  the  entrance while he looked a t  t h e  cave. F i f -  
t e en  minutes l a t e r ,  B i l l  emerged and doubted my est imate of one hun- 
dred f e e t .  ! 'Did you see t h e  water?" . . f fNof l .  "What happens?" . . "It 's 
s t i l l  goingN.. "How big?" . !'Enough t o  walk in".  . . "Let 's  go! l' 

After  severa l  hundred f e e t  of f a i r l y  low passage we reached a 
T junction and turned l e f t  i n  passages which must usual ly  f i l l  t o  t h e  
roof.  ~t the  end of t he  passage a l o w  crawl l ed  off  and a dig  w a s  
commenced. Several hours and twenty f e e t  l a t e r  we decided we had had 
enough and re turned t o  t he  T junction t o  explore the  r i g h t  hand pas- 
sage. This  l ed  through a -deep dry sunp i n t o  a chamber f i f t y  f e e t  high, 
seventy f e e t  long and t h i r t y  f e e t  wide. ~ 1 1  wal ls  were coated with 
nud with no passages leading o f f .  

Scope f o r  explora t ion on the  h i l l  above t h i s  cave i s  good a s  a 
high aven near t h e  s i t e  of our d ig  contained severa l  s i zab l e  pieces 
of wood a t  i t s  foo t .  Proposed name f o r  t h i s  cave i s  i s ~ t l a n t i s  Cavet1. 

Peter  Shaw. 
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