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FORWARD PROGlh'Ull'U. 

January 20 - Saturday. JF 14 - Abseiling/prussiking par 
excellence. This exploratory t r i p  w l l l  de ter -  
mine whether JF 1 4  connects with Khazad-dm. 
Leader: Pe te r  Shaw. 

January 27/29 - Long weekend: Khazad-dw expedit ion and cave 
cramming t r i p .  Leader: Brian Col l in ,  

February 7  - Wednesday: ~ e n e r a l  meeting a t  66 Wentworth St.  
South Hobart. Meeting s t a r t s  a t  8  pen. Refresh- 
nen ts  and s l i d e s  welcome. 

BREAKTHROUGH - I N  CAULDRON POT ! ! ! -- 
A jubi lant  team of two has  bypassed the  t a l u s  blockage i n  Cauldron 
Pot t o  energe i n  the  s t r e a n  passage a t  a  depth of 400 f t .  The way 
on i s  wet but open and should be f u r t h e r  explored before Christmas. 
The bypass passage i s  s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r  than body sized and i s  i n  
c l ean  dry l ines tone .  Cauldron Pot i s  now the  na jo r ,  probably t he  
only, contender i n  t h e  access t o  Junee n a s t e r  cave s takes ,  Watch the  
next Sp ie l  f o r  f u r t h e r  exc i t ing  developments. 

Niagara Pot was t he  subject  of a  disappoint ing t r i p ,  L i t t l e  
prospect rerzlains and t h e  cave w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  be fo rgo t t en  while o ther  
chances e x i s t  a t  Junee. I n  the  F loren t ine ,  exp lora t ion  i n  Slaughter  
-house Pot was c u r t a i l e d  when a l l  t h e  rope p ro t ec to r s  had t o  be used 
on the  f i r s t  p i t c h  - a n  object  l esson  f o r  f u r t h e r  exploratory t r i p s .  
This cave should receive  some a t t e n t i o n  i n  the  f u t u r e ,  not too soon 
though. 

On t h e  rope recovery t r i p  i n  Khazad-dun, the  v i t a l  connection 
was made between JF 4  and D 5 which allows us t o  claim JF 5 a s  an  
entrance t o  Khazad-dum. Consequently Khazad-dum i s  now 1,054 f e e t  
deep! 

A s  we go i n t o  t he  new year,  severa l  exc i t ing  prospects  a r e  jus t  
around t h e  corner i n  Cauldron Pot and JF 14. We can expect t o  see 
exp lora t ion  start  up of the  s h a f t s  above Exi t  Cave. Not ~ u c h  pros- 
pect of hor izon ta l  caves t he re ,  but good chances f o r  pleasant  v e r t i -  
c a l  t r i p s .  

A ner ry  Christmas t o  eveqyone and good caving i n  t h e  new year. 

Pet e r  Shaw . 
Ladder Prac t ice .  

Ladder and prussiking p rac t i ce  i s  on again  a t  Sphinx Rock on 
- every Wednesday night  except t h e  f i r s t  i n  t h e  nonth. Leaves 66 Went- 

worth S t r e e t ,  South Hobart a t  6  p.a. B r i n g  a  l i g h t .  I f  you want t o  
go on t h e  t r i p  t o  Khazad-dun i n  January, you must t u r n  up f o r  prac- 
t i ce !  
ItBungonia Cave S". 

A new book(hard back),  published by t h e  Sydney Speleological  
Society. Contains photographs, both colour and black and white,  
a r t i c l e s  on a l l  a spec t s -of - the  Bungonia Caves and n a p  of t he  hun- 
dred or  so caves. Available from the  soc ie ty  f o r  $7,00 which in- 
cludes postage. A wbrthwhile ~ u r c h a s e  f o r  i n t e r e s t e d  cavers.  
New cave ~ a m e s .  

- 
naughte rhouse  Pot - Two hundred yards South of Pendant Pot i n  

Florent ine  valley: A s  ye t  un-nw-nbered. Sna l l  hole 
i n  s ide  of dol ine  l eads  t o  85 f t .  f r e e  p i t c h  a f t e r  
severa l  hundred f e e t  of grovell ing.  A t  foo t  o f  
above p i t ch ,  a  climb down a  r i f t  l eads  t o  an  
undescended 70' p i tch .  Exploration incomplete. 

New Guinea E x ~ e d i t i o n .  
A f o u F  week expedi t ion t o  New Guinea i n  August 1973 i s  being 

N.Z. cavers i n  New Guinea. Pe te r   haw has t h e  c i r c u l a r .  
once you a r r i v e  i n  New Guinea. Only deep cavers need 

apply. Puri3ose of t h e  expedit ion i s  t o  break t h e  world depth record. 
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Prec ip i tous  Bluff .  

Af ter  a  campaign by conservation p o u p s  i n  which t h i s  club. took 
l i t t l e  p a r t ,  t h e  n ining warden has recornended t h a t  an  explora t ion 
licens'e f o r  t h e  limestone' m a r  Precipi tous  Bluff should not be 
granted.  Grounds f o r  t h e  dec i s ion  were t h a t  t he  long t e r n  value of 
t h e  a r ea  was o f  g r e a t e r  importance than the  shor t  t e r n  behef i t  t o  be 
derived fro:? nining.  It i s  t o  be hped t h a t  t he  goverment heeds t h e  
warden' S recor.mendatkons, 
(P.s .  It now aijpears t h a t  t he  mining company concerned in tends  t o  
appeal aga ins t  t h e  wardea7 S decis ion.  ) 
L e t t e r  t o  t h e  E d i t o r .  
-6- show t h a t  the  ed i to r  i s  f a i r  minded and oiJen, t he  f o l -  
lowing let-Ler has been published des2 i t e  i t s  defamatory remarks. 

"The Chief Off ice r ,  
Board of i d - i t o r i a l  Mismanagement, 
Speleo S p i e l ,  
G.P.O. Box 541 G ,  
Hobart, ----Tas , 7001. 

Dear S i r s ,  
r e  defamation & l i b e l  WITHOUT MUCH PREJUIlI,CiB2 

I a c t  on behalf of one K.W.Kiernan, t he  permission of whom I have 
sought t o  r e g i s t e r  complaint i n  t h i s  matter  i n  c o n f l i c t  with h i s  
normally checry and he lp fu l  a t t i t u d e  of l e t t i n g  mat ters  r c s t ,  invar-  
i a b l y  leadin;; t o  escala$ion of defamatory ac t ions  t o  h i s  l o s s .  

Fron unbiased perusal  of t he  October i s sue  of t h e  above-nen- 
t ioned publ ica t ion  I have drawn the  conclusion t h a t  your e d i t o r i a l  
po l icy  i s  t c  con t iua l ly  besmirch the  good name, high i n t e g r i t y  and 
i d e a l s  of K r .  ICitrmdn, who washes regular ly .  

I n  t h e  i s s u e  t o  which I r e f e r  he has again  been a t tacked by 
d i r e c t  naning, inference and psuedo-ar t i s t ic  expression, The a t t a c k s  
a r e  unwarranted and untrue ,  a s  i s  any statement t o  t he  e f f e c t  t h a t  
anyone has ever hanged himself i n  the  Junee Honestead. It i s  pEepos- 
t e rous ,  lud ic rous  and i r r e spons ib l e  t o  nake such c l a i m .  Equally i t  
i s  so t o  i n f e r  t h a t  Mr.Klernan has 'headed1 the  'odd cavers t  repor t -  
ing  t h e  manifes ta t ions .  He has been present  on only one of th ree  
occasions t hese  noises  have been heard,  and on t h a t  occasion heard 
only the  c los ing  s tages  of t he  sounds, a s  i t  was not u n t i l  t h a t  time 
he was awakened by the  t e r r i f i e d  screaming of another a m b e r  of the  
party.  

Mr.1Ciernan has meaely conveyed t h i s  information a s  an  extension 
of h i s  undying search f o r  t ru th .  He has himself s o u f ~ h t  t o  show t h a t  
possums a r e  responsible ,  a f t e r  t h a t  r a t s ,  then cavers,  and a f t e r  t h a t  
r a t i o n a l l y  decided never t o  s l eep  i n  the  homestead alone. 

Because of your outrageous a t t a c k  upon the  character  of M r . K . ,  
and t h e  i r r e s p o n s i b l e ,  i l l - researched and unwarranted 3renature re -  
l e a s e  of idormation regarding the  mat ter ,  please t he re fo re  be ad- 
vised t h a t  any i n t e n t i o n s  he had i n  t he  pas t  t o  provide your or- 
gan isa t ion  wi th  f u l l  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  inc iden ts  t o  da te  f o r  s a f e ty  
reasons,  a r e  i r revocably  withdrawn and such w i l l  now ap i~ear  i n  t he  
f o r t h c o m i n ~  i s s u e  of t h a t  f a r  super ior  journal of r a t i o n a l i t y  and 
t r u t h ,  Southern Caver - 7  published by t h a t  a l toge ther  nore honorable 
( a l b e i t  near ly  a s  t h i c k )  organisa t ion,  the  Southern Caving Society. 

Clear ly  t h e r e  a r e  s trong grounds f o r  a  claim f o r  u n s ~ ~ e c i f i e d  
damages on t h e  grounds of character  a s sa s ina t ion  and prenature re-  
l e a s e  of i n fo rna t ion  det r imenta l  t o  the  f u r t h e r  organised research 
of Mr .K.  a s  he seeks t o  hal f -hear tedly  i nves t iga t e  the i s s u e ( f o r  
f e a r  science ii-qinges again  on our art-based env i romxnt ) .  He f e e l s  
he w i l l  be fo rced ,  a s  a  f i n a n c i a l  member of your organisa t ion,  t o  
b r ing  a c t i o n  unless  he receives  i m ~ e d i a t e l y  an  apology, a  f r e e  
Speleo Spie l  subscr ip t ion  f o r  t he  next 50 years  and h i s  September 
copy of Speleo Spie l  which has cont inual ly  been refused him. A l l  
t h i s  rubbish i s  t o  be s tu f fed  i n t o  the  t o i l e t  bowls  of t h e  Hydro 
Eccentr ic  Condition bui ld ing t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  project  t o  d i v e r t  
a l l  running waters i n  Hobart t o  a  place s u i t a b l e  f o r  power genera- 
t i o n .  

Yours with a s  l i t t l e  respect  a s  poss ible ,  

K.  Kiernan( s i l~ned  ) 
Parliament House, Par l ianent  S t r e e t ,  Sandy Bay, Tasmania, 7005. 

I n  Pra i se  of Blue Water Rope. 
Peter  Shaw. 

The club i s  now using th ree  types of rope f o r  abse i l i ng  and 
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p r u s s i k i ~ z -  M i l l e r s  No.4 nylon, Marlowe t e r y l e n e  spinnaker  cord 
and Blue Water kernmantel nylon rope. The t a b l e  below enables  a  
quick colzparison of t h e  t h r e e  t o  be made. Because i t  i s  a  l a r d  rope 
t h e  o rd ina ry  nylon i s  only s u i t a b l e  f o r  non-free drops.  A comparison 
of t h e  t e r y l e n e  and t h e  Blue Water i s  most i n t e r e s t i n g ,  a s  t he se  a r e  
t h e  ropes  of n o s t  s i gn i f i c ance  f o r  pruss ik ing .  The t e ry l ene  i s  a  
l o o s e l y  woven rope which a c t s  a s  a  g i an t  sponge under wet condi t ions ,  
but  has  one advantage i n  t h a t  i t  has  a  h igher  melt in^ point  than  
nylon. On a l l  o the r  counts  - p r i c e ,  weight,  s t r e n g t h ,  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  
ab r a s ion  and non-s t re tch  q u a l i t i e s  - t h e  Blue Water rope cones out 
on top.  It nus t  be c lo se  t o  t h e  i d e a l  p russ ik ing  rope, Tes t s  of t h e  
ropes '  e l a s - t i c i t y  were c a r r i e d  out on a 58' f r e e  dro3 at; Sphinx Rock. 
The rope was narked where it  touched t h e  ground. I prussiked up t h e  
rope u n t i l  ~ y  f e e t  were j u s t  o f f  t h e  ground and t h e  amount of s t r e t c h  
was measured. 

Rope 

Millars No. 4. 
!2lE ~ r i c e / 1 0 0 '  - W9ght/100'fl 

l a i d  nylon $16 5.25 l b .  

Marlowe Spinnaker double sheathed $3 3  9.5 l b .  
cord t e ry l ene  

Blue Water s i n g l e  sheathed nylon $19,40 6.5 l b .  

Rope St rength  S t r e t c h ( l 6 5  l b  over 58 f e e t )  

M i l L a r s  No. 4. 4200 l b .  60 inches ,  

Marlowe S. Cord. 5000 l b .  18 inches.  

Blue Water . 7000 l b .  4  inches.  

TRIP REPORTS. 

Midnight Hole - 11/11/72. 
Par ty :  Phili;? Robinson, Ross Mansfield,  Pe t e r  Shaw, Glen Kawle and 
Baz i l  Rathbone. 

1 ~ 1 2 6 ~  magneticu s a i d  t h e  map and s igns .  Not another  r o u t e  f ind-  
ing  blunder? We wandered i n t o  t h e  bush. To my s u r p r i s e  t h e  ho le  was 
found without  d i f f i c u l t y .  Arned wi th  300' gleaning white t e r y l e n e ,  
300' nylon and t h e  usual  ironmongery we entered a t  11.30 a , m .  

Midnight Hole i s  j u s t  a  mat ter  of s tepping off  one p i t c h  on t o  
another .  7 0 1 ,  3 0 t ,  1 2 0 1 ,  3 0 t ,  l o o ' ,  180 '  a b s e i l s  l a k e r  a l l  were down 
A s o m y  looking rope was discovered on t h e  f i f t h  p i t c h ,  p e s u n a b l y  
abandonec a t  t h e  1970 conference. This was duly  hurled ?.own t h e  180'  
i n t o  Entrance Cave. Pruss ik ing  out allowed some time t o  admire t h e  
scenery. The b i g  f r e e  hanger i s  inpress ive .  The 'newt rope was d i s -  
appoint ing .  It i s  too  heavy, s o f t ,  t h e  jwnars do not s l i d e  e a s i l y  
and they  s l i i 3  when nuddy. P e t e r ,  Ross and P h i l i p  a l l  s l ip7ed  badly 
on t h e  120 '  t e r y l e n e  p i t ch .  This was d i sconcer t ing  t o  t h c  ex t en t  
a  nylon rope was lowered from Glen and Bazi l .  

T r i p  l a s t e d  only 5* hours  emphazising t h a t  S.R.T, ~ m k e s  t he  
descent  of po t s  much e a s i e r .  Two main po in t s  came f r o ~ i  t h i s  
' p r a c t i c e  sess ion .  l / ~ w n a r  on c l ean  ropes.  2/Rope p r o t e c t i o n  must 
be taken i?ucli more s e r i o u s l y  than  i s  done a t  present .  

P h i l i p  Robinson. 

Khazad-dun - -  12/11/72. 
Party:  P h i l i i )  Robinson, Glen Kawle , Bazi l  Rathbone and Ross Mansf i e l d  

The l o s s  of 240' of rope down a deep r i f t  prompted t h e  organi- 
s a t i o n  of a  recovery t r i p .  Conditions were somewhat d i f f e r e n t  t o  
two weeks i ~ r e v i o u s l y .  Snow well  down on Tyenna Peak, s l e e t  and i n t e r -  
m i t t en t  hezvy r a i n  were s u f f i c i e n t  t o  r a i s e  t h e  l e v e l  of water a  
cons ide rab le  degree - f r o n  a  t r i c k l e  t o  a  t o r r en t !  The narrow r i f t  
was descended by Glen, a  mere 80 '  t o  t h e  JP 5  streamway. The bag of 
rope was jamsed i n  some rocks  nea r  t h e  bottom. A 2$ hour t r i p ,  t hen  
back out - - t o  t h e  pouring r a i n .  

P h i l i p  Robinson. 

Niagara Pot - 18/11/72. 
Par ty :  Pe t e r  Shaw and B i l l  Lehmann. 

Af t e r  a p o n p t  s tar t  a t  7.00 a.m. from Hobart, we rcached Nia- 
ga r a  Pot by 9,45 and were underground by 10.15 i n t e n t  on explor ing  
t h e  b i g  chanbers a t  t h e  bottom. A t  t h e  t op  of t h e  t h i r d  p i t c h ,  we 
at tempted t o  p lace  a  b o l t  wi th  no success .  we could not f i n d  suf-  
f i c i e n t  f i r n  rcck  t o  put one i n .  st t h e  t op  of t he  f o u r t h  p i t c h ,  we 
placed a b o l t  i n  an  i d e a l  placement and t hen  continued downwards t o  
t h e  b i g  chanbers ,  which we reached a t  12.30. E x p l o r ~ t i o n  was c a r r i e d  
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out  wi th  s c m t  success.  u l l  we could f i n d  was a l o t  of loose  t a l u s .  
Only one l ead  onwards remains which we d id  not, explore t o  complet ion 
I n  one corner ,  a  s h a f t  f i l l e d  wi th  t a l u s  heads down t o  a  sho r t  p i tch ,  
about f i f t e e n  f e e t .  A s  t h e  ropes were a  long way away and we were 
both t i r e d ,  we d id  not r e t u r n  t o  t h i s  passage. We s t a r t e d  upwards a t  
3.30 and were on t h e  su r face  a t  6.00 p.m. a f t e r  a deno ra l i s i ng  t r i p .  
It i s  not a very  n ice  cave,  a l though i t  i s  not super  severe  as some 
people would hdve i t .  P e t e r  Shaw. 
F l o r en t i ne  Valley - 3/12/72. 
Party:  P e t e r  Shaw and B i l l  Lehnann. 

Purpose of t h e  t r i p  was t o  plumb the  e s t i na t ed  150'  depths of 
a  hole  we had diacovered s eve ra l  months ago near  Trapdoor Swallet .  
Armed with 300' of brand new, never been underground, b r i gh t  and 
shiny Blue Water rope ,  a s  wel l  as 120 f e e t  of t e ry l ene  and 100 f e e t  
of nylon, we grovel led  i n t o  t he  t i n y  entrance.  The 100 f t .  between 
t h e  ent rance  and t h e  t o p  of t h e  p i t c h  i s  awkward and very  muddy. 
The t c p  of t h e  p i t c h  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  because rocks drop ed down any 
of t he  h o l e s  i n  t h e  f l o o r  end up down t h e  p i t c h ;  t h e  f l o o r  i s  perch- 
ed. A f t e r  r i g , , i ng  t h e  Blue Water, Pe te r  s e t  of f  down t h e  drop, touch- 
i n g  t h e  wa l l  a f t e r  twenty f e e t  and then  dropping s i x t y  spacious f e e t  
t o  t h e  f l o o r .  ' ( h i l e  anyone i s  on t h i s  p i t c h ,  i t  i s  i~npe ra t i ve  t h a t  
anyone a t  t h e  t o p  of t h e  drop does not move. Due t o  t h e  shape of 
t h e  hole  a t  t h e  t op ,  i t  was necessary t o  use a  t a c k l e  bag and s i x  
rope p r o t e c t o r s  on t h i s  p i t ch .  B i l l  followed Pe t e r  down, pu t t i ng  on 
t h e  rope p r o t e c t o r s  and curs ing  a s  he d id  so. An examination of t h e  
muddy, r u b l ~ l e  s t rewn chamber revealed only one way on, - a narrow 
r i f t  which loLaksd a s -  though i t  closed of f  a t  t h e  bottoln. Clambering 
down t h e  r i f t ,  Pe ter .  dis lodged a  rock - CRfiSH, CRA3H . . -. ?. .CRASH! 

'We might need a  rope heret1.  The t e ry l ene  was t i e d  t o  a  l a r g e  boulder 
and lowered down t h e  drop. No rope p ro t ec to r s  l e f t ,  j u s t  t h e  one 
t a c k l e  bag which we used t o  pad t h e  edge. Pe t e r  abse i l ed  down t h e  
s lope  t o  t h e  edge which was l i k e  a  kn i fe .  To go on without rope 
p r o t e c t o r s  would be foolhardy.  The rope hung f r e e  f o r  f i f t e e n  f e e t  
t o  a ledge and t hen  dropped another  f o r t y  f e e t  t o  t h e  f l o o r  of 
q u i t e  a  l a r g e  chamber. k f t e r  B i l l  had had a  look a t  t h e  way on a l s o ,  
we withdrew, reaching t h e  sunshine a f t e r  f i v e  hours underground. 
Suggested nzae f o r  t h e  cave i s  Slaughterhouse Pot. 

Pe t  e r  Shaw. 
Cauldron Pot - 9/12/72. 
Par ty :  P e t e r  Shaw and B i l l  Lehmann. 

Cauldron Pot has been laddered t h r e e  t i n e s  previous ly  but on 
each occasion only one person has been t o  t h e  bottom of i t s  140 f t .  
en t rance  p i t ch .  Theoris ing t h a t  one man on h i s  own w i l l  not push 
very  hard ,  we headed f o r  Cauldron Pot wi th  a  couple of ropes t o  put 
two people a t  t h e  bottom of t h e  p i t c h  and have a  good look around. 
I f  nothing was found i t  would s t i l l  be good spor t .  The p i t c h  was 
qu ick ly  riggee. and Pe t e r  dropped over. Unfortunately i t  was r igged 
from t h e  wrong spot  which meaht t h a t  t h e  l a s t  f i f t y  f e e t  was under 
a stream 02 water.  B i l l  dropped i n ,  curs ing  t h e  mater,  snd we had 
a look around t h e  chamber. Looking up t h e  s h a f t  with i t s  c u r t a i n  of 
water was very spec tacu la r .  The l imestone d i p s  very steL:)ly, caus- 
i ng  t h e  en-Lrznce chamber t o  have a  f l a t  e teep  roof .  a f lor j r  of very 
l oose  t a l u s  dropped f o r  f i f t y  f e e t  a t  not so s t e ep  an  angle  u n t i l  
i t  met t h e  r o o f ,  a t  which poin t  t h e  stream was disappearing.  We 
began clear inf ;  t h e  t a l u s  out of a  l i k e l y  looking ho l e ,  u n t i l  we 
r e a l i s e d  t h a t  what we ware t r y i n g  t o  knock out w a s  support ing what 
we wwre s tanding on. F i f t e e n  f e e t  from this point  i n  t h e  western 
s i d e  of t h e  chamber, B i l l  found a small s i d e  passage and disappear-  
ed i n t o  i t ,  It was a very  s t e e p l y  dipping t w o  f o o t  wide :>assage 
with d ry ,  non g r o t t y  l imestone.  Ye shot  off down t h e  passage t o  
emerge a f t e r  some time on t h e  main stream. The ent rance  blockage 
had been a v ~ i d e d !  Ela t ion!  We were s tanding a t  t h e  t op  of two small  
drops.  ~t a corner  i n  t h e  passage we could see  a  t h i r d  drop down 
which s tone  r a t t l e d  f o r  q u i t e  a while.  Happy wi th  our days explora- 
t i o n ,  we headed back up, neasuring t h e  l eng th  of t h e  bypass passage 
with a waist- length.  The p russ ik  back t o  t h e  su r face  was f a s t .  
P e t e r  covered t h e  f i r s t  f i f t y  f e e t  up t h e  small w a t e r f a l l  i n  t h i r t y  
seconds. Length was 3101,  which with a very conservat ive  a w l e  of 
d i p  of f o r t y  f i v e  degrees ,  g ives  a depth gained of 220' 1 7 1 ~ s  f o r t y  
f e e t  f o r  t h e  ent rance  chamber p lus  120'  f o r  t h e  ent rance  p i t c h  
which g i v e s  a t o t a l  depth of 380'. Prospects  a r e  very  good. From 
here  on i t  w i l l  be wet. Mani2ulating one bag of gear  u p . B i l l ' s  
Bypass w i l l  be very  awkward, two would be impossible.  The s t r u c t u r e  
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of t h e  s t reaLl  passage i s  very  s i m i l a r  t o  p a r t s  of Growling Swallet .  
The w a t e r f a l l s  t h a t  we can see so f a r  a r e  very  s t e ep  cascades which 
a r e  d r i e r  t han  s t e ep  drops.  Time w i l l  t e l l .  Meanwhile Cauldron Pot 
i s  a  very  a t t r a c t i v e  prospect .  Pet e r  Shaw . 
STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS 

More news of Cauldron Pot has jus t  come t o  hand. 

Cauldron Pot - 16/12/72. (C.P. now approx. 550' deep. ) 
Par ty :  Peker Shaw, B i l l  Lehnann and Brian Col l in .  

With good prospects  f o r  a  deep cave, we could not wait  t o  g e t  
back t o  Cauldron Pot.  The rope was r igged,  d i f f e r e n t l y  t o  t h e  pre- 
v ious  t r i p ,  f r o n  t h e  t r e e  near  t h e  nuuber, which gave a f r e e  drop,  
a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  t h i r t y  f e e t  down the  wall .  d t a c k l e  bag a t  t h e  
top  and two rope p r o t e c t o r s  a t  t h e  s t a r t  of t h e  f r e c  s e c t i o n  were 
needed t o  2 r o t e c t  t h e  rope ,  with a  t a i l  hanging down t h e  s e c t i o n  
aga in s t  t h e  w a l l  t o  avoid having t o  move t he  p ro t ec to r s  on t h e  way 
up, The t r i p  down B i l l ' s  Bypass was more d i f f i c u l t  with t a c k l e  bags,  
but we soon a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  previous l i m i t .  k b o l t  was placed and 
s i x t y  f e e t  of rope r igged t o  ge t  us i n t o  t he  stream and down the  
next two t e n  f o o t  cascades.  Another b o l t  w a s  placed ~ i t h  t h e  l i n e -  
s tone  provin:; r a t h e r  r e l u c t a n t  t o  take  it. A 120 '  rolje was t i e d  t o  
i t  and P e t e r  descended t he  w a t e r f a l l .  The f i r s t  twenty f e e t  was 
down a stet;; s l i p p e r y  d i p  chu te ,  and t hen  a  t en s ion  a b s e i l  f o r  20' 
enabled t h2  worst of t h e  water t o  be avoided. The r e s t  of t h e  rope 
was anchorcd t o  a  l a r g e  t a l u s  block and thrown down t h e  next drop. 
This  was a  f i f t e e n  f o o t  s e c t i o n  which could be c l inbed ,  followed 
by a 25' 13itch. Here aga in  t he  water could be avoided by s k i l f u l  
a b s e i l i n g .  Pollowing t h e  passage down s t eep ly  around s eve ra l  co rners  
we a r r i v e d  a-L t h e  next drop. s t h i r d  bo l t  was placed an6 B i l l  ab- 
s e i l e d  down t o  one s i d e  of t h e  water.  This p i t c h  was abou-b f o r t y  
f e e t .  ~t t h e  f o o t  of t h i s  drop,  a  climb up i n t o  a s n a l l  chanber 
gave some res; , i te  from t h e  thundering water. Down t h e  streanway, a 
120'  rope was t i e d  t o  a  l a r g e  block of t a l u s  and Pe t e r  descended 
with some misgivings.  s t e n  f o o t  drop,  t e n  f e e t  of passwge and then  
nothingness.  The water was crashing down i n t o  a  wide s h a f t  with an  
e s t i n a t e d  de;)-Lh of 100 f e e t .  There was no immediate way of avoiding 
t h e  water ,  and progress  was h a l t e d ,  The next pa r t y  must e i t h e r  use 
wet s u i t s  o r  avoid t h e  water. A t  t h e  top  of t h e  p i t c h  i s  a s t e ep  
s l a b  ac ro s s  which i t  would be poss ib le  t o  p lace  a  b o l t  t r ave r s e .  
A t  t h e  f o o t  of the  p i t c h ,  t h e  charac te r  of t h e  cave s e e m  t o  change 
t o  l a r g e  chdubers r a t h e r  than  s t e ep  narrow passages a s  was t h e  
na tu re  of t h e  cave so f a r .  Back up t h e  w a t e r f a l l s ,  we went t o  t h e  
foo t  of t h e  bypass. Prom he re ,  i t  took us an  hour and a  ha l f  t o  
nego t i a t e  t h e  t h r e e  hundred f e e t  of c o n s t r i c t i o n s  t o  t h e  ent rance  
chamber, R w ~ l c o n e  break was had i n  t he  ent rance  chamber, a s  we 
admired t h e  rope hanging down t h e  cen t r e  of t h e  sha f t .  No t r oub l e  
was eigpericnced i n  p russ ik ing  up t h e  140' t o  t h e  su r face  and t h e  
change over t c  t h e  t a i l  went smoothly. The gea r  was hauled up and 
we were away a f t e r  an  e leven hour t r i p .  P r ac t i c e  w i l l  now be had 
i n  h o r i z o n t a l  b o l t  t r ave r s e s .  Cesare Maest r i ,  were a r e  you now? 


