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President:  Albert  Goede, 8 Bath S t r e e t  Bat tery  Point ,  7000, 

Secretary:  Pe t e r  Shawl, 27 Congress S t r e e t ,  South Hobart, 7000. 

FORWW PROGRAMJYE. 

February 17,18 - Weekend. Exit  Cave on Saturday. Newdegate 
Cave on Sunday. ~ c t i n g  leader :  Amskinner. 

February 24,25 - Weekend. Explorat ion of the  Lake T i &  Swallet 
Leader: Pe t e r  Shaw. 

March 3,4,5 Long weekend. Tentat ive t r i p  t o  Mole Creek. 
Execution Pot ,  with Northern Branch, and 
other  caves. Leader: Peter  Shaw. 

March 7 - Wednesda . General meeting a t  8 Bath S t r e e t ,  + a t e r y  Point.  Meeting s t a r t s  a t  8 p.m. 
Refreshments and s l i d e s  welcome. 

March 10  - Saturda . Surveying of Cauldron Pot. 
-a--= Lea er :  P h i l i p  Robinson. 

MARCH 28 Wednesday. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING a t  
8 Bath S t r e e t ,  Bat tery  Point. Neeting s t a r t s  
a t  8 p.n. Please make every e f f o r t  t o  be 
there .  Refreshments and s l i d e s  welcome. 

EDITORIAL. 
After  a f lood of a c t i v i t y ,  t he  pace has  f i n a l l y  returned 

t o  normal. PeJ~e r  and B i l l  returned f r o n  the  A.S.F.Confcrcnce raving 
about nagnif icent  deep canyons and those ho-hun deep caves a t  Bun- 
gonia. An exploratory t r i p  by Pe te r  and Jeane t te  t o  Vanishing F a l l s  
near Precipi tous  Bluff f a i l e d  due t o  bad weather. The Precipi tous  
Bluff expedit ion organised by S.C.S. found severa l  new entrances,  
found and exl~lored a 280 f t .  pot ,  and f u r t h e r  exL~lored and a l s o  
surveyed the  caves found by T.C.C. i n  1960. 

Cauldron Pot was v i s i t e d  severa l  t imes, and explorat ion has 
been pronounced complete a t  a depth of about 740 f e e t .  

On t h e  January long weekend, mainland p a r t i e s  f r o n  Melbourne, 
Canberra and Sydney coinbined with T.C.C.  t o  v i s i t  Khazad-dun, JF 1 4  
and Cauldron Pot. W i l e  a l l  S.R.T. cavers reached the  bottom of 
Khazad-durz, only one caver from the  ladder ing par ty  of a dozen 
reached t h e  botton,  a female caver from S.U. S. S. Highlight of t he  
weekend was t he  females s t i r r i n g  t h e  men up so they could go under- 
ground. JP 1 4  was connected up with t h e  botton chamber of Khazad-dun 
a f t e r  a.220 f t .  p i t c h  t o  provide one of Aus t r a l i a ' s  bes t  spor t ing 
t r i p s  f o r  v e r t i c a l  cavers.  Thanks very much t o  S tuar t  BTicholas and 
Denis Seynour who provided t ranspor t  t o  get  a l l  t he  cavers  t o  Junee. 

k recent  surveying t r i p  i n  Tassy Pot es tabl ished the  squeeze 
a t  t he  b o t  ion a5 -758 f e e t .  Explorat ion which was planned f o r  the  
same t r i p  was postponed due t o  l ack  of t i n e .  A very pleasant  t r i p  
ensured t h a t  t h i s  cave w i l l  have a r e t u r n  v i s i t .  Pe t e r  Shaw. 
Changes of Address. -- 
Tons and Jud:~ S;x--mt. 18 Bracken Lane Fern Tree. 73.01. 
~ e n k  and ~ e r r i e - v a n  ~ w i l l e r t ,  18 Nixon S t r e e t ,  sandy Bay, 7005. 
Hnne H i r s t ,  4/54 Edge Avenue, Lenah Valley, 7008. 
Clive and Dot Boulter ,  5 Faraday St .  ,Vest Hobart ,7000(tenporary) 
Kevin Kiernan, 281 El izabeth  S t r e e t ,  North Hobart, 7000. 
Andrew Skinner, 281 El izabeth  S t r e e t ,  North Hobart, 7000. 
Joe Donnelly, c/o 53 Lord S t r e e t ,  Sandy Bay, 7005. 
John Bluhdorn, 471 Macquarie S t r e e t ,  South Hobart, 7000. 
Nick C m i r q p ,  23 Parliament S t r e e t ,  Sandy Bay, 7005, 
B i l l  Hodge, 18 Scott  S t r e e t ,  Glebe, 7000. 
Delia Maloney, 63B Sandy Bay Road, Hobart, 7000, 

"H t r u e  conserva t ion is t  i s  a man who knows t h a t  t h e  world i s  not giv- 
en by h i s  f a t h e r s  but borrowed f ron  h i s  ch i ld renu .  Readers Digest. 
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Quote. l1 Wybe a  r i s e  i n  t h e  c a p i t a t i o n  f e e  i s  j u s t i f i e d ,  naybe not.  
A t  l e a s t  t h e  menbership sees  sonething glossy f o r  i t s  money these  
days. But i f  TCC w i l l  excuse me f o r  saying s o ,  I would r a t h e r  read 
t h e i r  crW:y looking 'Speleo S p i e l 1  with i t s  genera l ly  r a t h e r  exc i t -  
ing t r i p  r e p o r t s ,  than  t h e  undoubtedly exce l len t  ASP Newsletter. Of 
course I wouldn9t object  if Speleo Spie l  was i n  s ix- t rack s t e r eo  and 
supa-colour, but pr imar i ly  I an a  caver,  not a  l i b r a r i a n ,  and i t ' s  
the  news I 9n after: '  CEGSH Newsletter,  Feb. - ~ p r i l , l g 7 3 .  Coruent made 
i n  e d i t o r i a l  by Grant Gar t r e l l .  
( s o r r y  Grailt no supa-colour. This i s  t h e  bes t  we can do, Co-editor.) 

Journal of t h e  Sydney Speleological  Society. Jan,1973, page 19-20. 

I t  A t  t he  l as t .Cnmi i t%ee  Meeting (11 th  January) Mrs, Edna Penble was 
admitted t o  f u l l  membership of t h e  Sydney Speleological  Society. Mrs. 
Penble has f u l f i l l e d  a l l  t h e  requirements necessary and t h e  Comi t t ee  
takes  t h i s  oi3;~urtunity t o  wish her  continued i n t e r e s t  i n  and good 
caving with t h e  Society. 

Mrs. Pepible's p ro jec t  was a  355 page manuscript e n t i t l e d  Line- 
s tones Caves and Cavers. This well  w r i t t e n  and i n t e r e s t i n g  bookhas  
eleven cha i~ t  e r s  covering t h e  Story of Marine Limestone, Geology(at 
Chillaqoe) , S;~eleology and Palaeontology ( a t  Wellington and Nara- 
coorte $, History  (The Jenolan Saga),  Pioneering ( a t  Yarrengobil ly)  , 
The Sea Caves of Vic tor ia  Preh is to ry  (Nul la rbor ) ,  Sand D~me Lime- 
stones (Nestern A u s t r a l i a ) ,  Explorat ion i n  Tnsnania (Exi t  Cave, Re- 
markable Cave and Khazad-dun), New Guinea ( t h e  S t a r  Moui-tains) and 
Hints f o r  Seginners.  There i s  a l s o  a g lossary  and a  f u r t h e r  reading 
l i s t .  

A cogy o f  t h e  manuscript has been presented t o  t h e  Socie ty  and 
w i l l  be held by the  Librar ian .  This  book i s  t o  be published sho r t l y ,  

This p o j e c t  required many hours of d i l i g e n t  search,  l e t t e r  w r i t -  
ing  and t y ~ i n g  a ~ d  the  C o m i t t e e  ccngra tu la tes  Mrs. Penble f o r  he r  
f i n e  e f f o r t  and looks forward t o  seeing t h e  work i n  p r i n t a f t  

Quote: hole i s  nothing a t  a l l ,  but you can break your neck i n  itt1- 
f r o a  Chelsea Speleo. Soc. Newsletter,  Vol. 1 5 ,  No, 1. 

Whaletail Descender. 
Neil Nontgonery of S. S. S. i s  planning t o  nake a  batch of whale- 

t a i l s  i n  t h e  near  f u t u r e .  Cosy w i l l  be approx. $20. Anyone who wants 
one should l e t  Peter  Shaw know. 

Vanishing F a l l s ,  .- 
Brian9s  l a t e s t  p ro j ec t  i s  a  narked rou te  t o  Vanishinc Fa l l s .  

Plan i s  t o  cut  a  t r ack  t o  t h e  sumit of Mt.Bobs before Easter .  Easter  
w i l l  be taken up by a s i x  day t r i p  t o  Vanishing Fa l l s .  Assistance i s  
very welconem 

Launceston i ibo~-booll .  
The l a t e s t  i s s u e  of Skyline, t h e  Launceston Walking Club's an- 

nual magazine, has a n  a r t i c l e  on t h e  Mt,Anne area .  About a year ago 
a  par ty  of L.W.C. members s e t  off  f o r  t h e  N.E. r i d z e ,  having been 
to ld  t h a t  t h e  turn-off was easy t o  spot .  It wasn't u n t i l  they were 
half-way t o  Lake Tink- that  they r ea l i s ed  t h a t  t h e  t r a c k  they  were on 
wasn't going t o  t h e  N.E. r idge.  On t h e i r  way out they noticed t h e  
cor rec t  turn-off and decided t o  nark i t  b e t t e r .  Several nonths l a t e r  
they returned with a  l a r g e  sign-post,  but n i ssed  t h e  turn-off again  
and reachcci t h e  Rearch Canp before r e a l i s i n g  t h e i r  n i s take .  Turning 
back, they found t h e  r i g h t  turn-off ,  put up t h e i r  s i gn  and reached 
t h e  top of t h e  r idge.  The s i g n  post  and narkers  on t h e  lower end of 
t h e  t r ack  have s ince  disap;)eared, i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  preserve t h e  Pan- 
dani  Shelf area. 

l1 They delved too g reed i ly  and too deep, and d i s tu rbed  t h a t  f r o m  
which they f l e d ,  Durin9 S Bane. H 

Fron I1Lord of t h e  Rings - 'A  Journey i n  t h e  Darkff1 .  

Durins Bane i s  t h e  u n o f f i c i a l  name f o r  JF 14,  
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fRIP REPORTS. 

South Picton Range 26/12/72 - 30/12/72, o r  How Not To Go To The 
Cracrof t . 

Party:  Brian Col l in  and Albert  Goede. 
The - in t en t ion  of t he  t r i p  was t o  reach t h e  Cracrof t  l imestone 

a r ea  v i a  t h e  South Pic ton Range, t o  s e t  up camp on t h e  shores of a  
small l ake  S.E. of Burgess Bluff and from t h e r e  t o  explore the  lime- 
s tone contact  and v i s i t  Judds Cavern. 

We l e f t  on Tuesday af ternoon and spent t he  f i r s t  n ight  a t  
Blakes Opening. Next morning under th rea ten ing  s k i e s  we headed up 
Mt.Picton. The upper pa r t  of t he  Pic ton V,rackff seens t o  cons i s t  of 
an  a l t e r n a t i o n  of creek beds and buffa lo  wallows not hel2ed by the  
f a c t  t h a t  by now i t  was r a in ing  s o l i d l y .  When we reached liorth Lake 
the  view was b lo t t ed  out completely fo rc ing  us t o  c a q  f o r  t he  r e s t  
of the  day. Next morning the  weather had c leared s u f f i c i e n t l y  f o r  an  

d . e a r l y  s t a r t  t o  climb the  Hewardia Ridge and soon we were on the  South 
Pictons.  Good goinc followed u n t i l  we reached Pine Tree Saddle. Thick 
scrub was ne t  c l i n b i r g  t h e  next r idge  t o  t he  south. We reached the  
top jus t  i n  t i n e  t o  see the  scenery b lo t t ed  out by a  wester ly  change. 
We f i n a l l y  decided t o  r e t r e a t  t o  Pine Tree Saddle s e l e c t i n g  a  d i f -  

W f e r e n t  rou te  down which proved a  good dea l  worse than  the  rou te  up. 
On reaching t h e  creek I stepped on a  r o t t e n  l o g  which collapsed 
forc ing  a  s t i c k  i n t o  my eye with r a t h e r  painful l  r e s u l t s .  Af ter  f r u i t -  
l e s s  at tempts t o  r e l o c a t e  our lunch spot  a  reasonably she l te red  c a n p  
s i t e  w a s  found. Once aga in  the  r e s t  of t he  day was spent i n  the  t e n t  
with Brian a t t e n p t i n g  severa l  minor opera t ions  on ny r i e h t  eye. Rain 
pers i s ted  u n t i l  lunch t i n e  of Thursday when i t  n i racu lous ly  cleared.  
It was t o o  l a t e  now t o  achieve anything a t  Cracrof t  and as the  eye 
was s t i l l  g iving a  good dea l  of t roub le  we decided t o  head back homa 
We reached Blakes Opening a t  7  opc lock  t h a t  n ight  a f t e r  a  s i x  hour 
tramp and lunch a t  a  d e l i g h t f u l  l i t t l e  t a r n  below Mt.Picton. The I 

next morniw we were back i n  Hobart - a  l i t t l e  e a r l i e r  than expected. 
No doubt about i t .  There nust  be e a s i e r  ways - if perhaps l e s s  
scenic - t o  reach the  Cracroft  a rea .  That i s  the  way I an going next 
time . Albert Goede. 
Cauldron P O ~ ( J F  2 )  - 20/1/73. 
Party:  Pet e r  Shaw, S tua r t  Nicholas and Lairnonis ~ a v a l i e r i s ( ~ a v ) .  

Arned with a  mountain of bo l t i ng  gear ,  and spectacular  plans - f o r  bo l t i ng  o u r  way out of the  water f o r  the  undescended p i t c h  i n  
Cauldron Pot ,  we plunged downwards. Three and a  ha l f  hours from the  
sur face ,  we had examined the  problen, fo rnu la ted  a  ldan  of a t%ack 
and were having a  brew-up a t  the  s i x  hundred foo t  l e v e l  before 
s t a r t i n g  work. xn eyebolt  was placed a t  the  head of t he  p i t c h  and 
120' .of , tcrylcne hung off it.  Pe te r  abse i led  down t h e  rope f o r  t e n  

f e e t  and leaning ho r i zon ta l l y  i n  t ens ion  placed 
a  bo l t  about s i x  f e e t  away from the  water. The 
rope was t i e d  off  t o  t h i s  b o l t  and hung d i r e c t l y  
i n t o  t h e  point  where t he  water was disapi3earing 
over t he  overhang. One nore b o l t  would ge t  us out 
of t he  water. h f t e r  another  brew-up, Pe te r  abseil-  
ed f i f t e e n  f e e t  off  t h i s  b o l t  and leaned out 
again  t o  place t he  second bo l t  almost i n  t he  cor- 
ner .  Af ter  a  l o t  of mucking about t r y i n g  t o  ge t  a 
hole s t a r t e d ,  t h e  bo l t  was placed and t i e d  of f  
with a  hero loop. The main rope was t i e d  t o  i t  
and hung well  c l e a r  of t he  water. The way onwards 
was c lea r !  With a  g rea t  dea l  of doubt a s  t o  wheth- 
e r  t h e  rope reached the  bottom, Pe t e r  abse i led  
down-to f i nd  t h a t  t h e r e  was 10  f e e t  of rope Bo 
spare.  B 110 f t .  p i t c h  with the  l a s t  70 f t .  f r e e .  
~t the  bottom, was a  f a i r l y  l a r g e  chaaber with 
t he  stream disappearing inned ia t e ly  i n t o  t he  t a l -  
us on the  f l o o r .  Several  l e a d s  were noticed but 
nothing good enough t o  warrant i m e d i a t  e  inves t  i- 
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ga t ion .  Tine was running out so a f t e r  a brew-up, we headed out ,  It 
had t aken  t h r e e  and a  ha l f  hours  t o  conquer t h e  f i n a l  p i t ch .  Leaving 
a l l  t h e  ropes  i n  p l ace ,  i t  took us  f o u r  hours  t o  reach t h e  surface  
a f t e r  twelve and a  h a l f  hours  underground. P e t e r  Shaw. 
Ex i t  Cave - Jan.21-24, 1973. 
Par ty :  L a i ~ o n i s  Kava l i e r i s  and Norm Poul te r .  
A i m :  - Extended photographic t r i p ,  but photography does a i d  sc ience  - and - Resu l t :  Poss ib le  a l l  t i n e  record i n  cave fauna c o l l e c t -  

ing.  
Af t e r  a l a t e  s tar t  Kav and I f i n a l l y  s e t  out f o r  Ex i t  e a r l y  Sunday. 
af ternoon.  F i r s t  shock of t h e  day was t o  f i n d  t h e  acce s s  t r a c k  d ry  
f o r  t h e  second t i n e  t h a t  I know of - t h i s  good f o r t u n e  was o f f s e t  by 
t h e  cond i t ion  of t h e  t r a c k .  Maybe i t  i s  time t h e  Khazad-dun Highway 
Co. made a comeback and e i t h e r  upgraded t h e  e x i s t i n g  swamp o r  con- 
s t r u c t e d  t h e  long forshadowed f o r e s t  t r a i l .  

Af t e r  nmerous  nav iga t iona l  e r r o r s  Kav and I stumbled i n t o  Camp 
2 and s e t t l e d  down t o  a wel l  earned r e s t ,  planning t o  go t o  t h e  Con- 
fe rence  Concourse e a r l y  on Monday morning. Morning dawned a s  a  
islatoon of candles  were l i t  t o  save exhaust ing our e l e c t r i c  l i g h t s .  
Shor t ly  a f t e r  s e t t i n g  out f r o n  camp and i n  t h e  dimness of ca rb ide  . - 
l i g h t  I not iced  a survey t a g  hanging from t h e  c e i l i n g .  Stoppine; t o  X 

read t h e  nunber(Sta t ion  80 )  a s p i d e r  was spo t t ed  2*11 south  of t h e  
t ag .  Kav and I caught i t  and put i t  i n t o  a n  empty f i l n  c a n i s t e r .  The 
journey continued d e s p i t e  numerous f l a s h  and Diprotodon s h o t s  u n t i l  
we found ourse lves  a t  t h e  Waddle In t  Splosh i n  t h e  Concourse sec t ion .  
Kav and I had only j u s t  f i n i s h e d  t a l k i n g  about t h e  l a c k  of aqua t i c  
l i f e  i n  Exi t  and were l i n i n g  up a  s t ream photo when I spo t t ed  a n  
knaspides i n  t h e  water 50 n e t r e s  downstream of t h e  Waddle In f  Splosh. 
Much e f f o r t  was spent c o l l e c t i n g  t h i s  l i t t l e  beas t  as t h i s  t ime 
t h e r e  was a d i s t i n c t  p o s s i b i l i t y  of g e t t i n g  our f e e t  wet,  h i t h e r t o  
undampened dxe t o  t h e  low l e v e l  of Ex i t ' s  r i v e r  sy s t ens ,  Vhile s t i l l  
maintaining t h e  dryness of f e e t  we caught t h e  Anaspides and put i t  
i n  ye t  another  f i l m  c a n i s t e r .  Sho r t l y  a f t e r  we s t a r t e d  yhotographing 
our way baclr t o  Carnp 2  a r r i v i n g  i n  t h e  l a t e  evening a f t e r  a 1 4  hour 
jaunt.  

Tuesday dawned wi th  l e s s  candles  and as t h i s  was t h e  day t h a t  
we had s e t  a s i d e  t o  photograph i n  Edies  Treasure w e  were t h a t  much 
more s1ug::ish i n  g e t t i n g  out of our s l eep ing  bags. However, a f t e r  a 
lengthy b reakfas t  and checking t h a t  our l i v e s t o c k  werc s t i l l  a l i v e  - 
we d id  achieve such a  f e a t .  d 

We enetered Edies  arned with our  r e s p e c t i v e  close-U:> gear  zero- 
i ng  i n  on t h e  gy:mun t r e e s .  While pec r ing  through ray t r u s t y  bellows 
u n i t  a t  t h e  t o i ~  of one t r e e  near  t h e  ent rance  s lope  of t h e  extens jon  
I not iced a l i t t l e  brown shape t h a t  looked a t r i f l e  out  of p lace ,  On 
c l o s e r  examination i t  appeared t o  be a multi-legged c r e a t u r e  31x1. 
long. Af t e r  t ak ing  t h e  i n i t i a l  photograph we switched t o  a h igher  
power l e n s  t o  g e t  a  c l o s e r  look a t  t h e  c r e a t u r e  and a l s o  t o  g e t  a  
close-up p o s i t i o n  shot  before  a t t e n p t i n g  t o  renove t h e  bea s t  from 
i t s  precario-1s serch .  n11 t h i s  done we abandoned our  g e a r  and adjour-  
ned t o  can;) f o r  l u n c k  While having lunch kndrew Pavey and Pelter Rad- 
c l i f f ( ? )  f r o n  UNSWSS showed up having a  r u sh  t r i p  through Ex i t  on 
t h e i r  r e t u r n  f r o n  P rec ip i t ous  Bluff .  ~ f t e r  a combined lunch they  
pul led  out f o r  t h e  Concourse and we headed back t o  Edies  t o  f i n i s h  
our photo,raphy before  withdrawing t o  Camp 1. 

Ar r iva l  a t  Camp 1 was i n  e a r l y  evening and a p a r t  f r o n  a  12  hour 
overnight shot  t i n e  exposure of some glow worns(which inc id len t ly  c a m  
o u t )  no f u r t h e r  d i s c o v e r i e s  were made. 

Wednesday izorning was spent  photographing t h e  Pendulum and with- 
drawing from t h e  cave, where, because i t  had - and was s t i l l  ra in ing ,  
we. were forced  t o  g e t  our f e e t  wet as t h e  t r a c k  had becone i t s  usua l  
quagmire s e l f .  We reached t h e  c a r  by 1 p.m, and proceeded t o  Hastings 
t o  p ick  ug Pavey on our way up t o  Mole Creek and our t r i p  i n t o  K.K.  

Pou l t e r .  
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Cauldron Pot - 27/1/73. 
Pa r ty :  Pe t e r  Shaw, B i l l  Lehmann, J u l i a  James and Lainonis  Kava l i e r i s .  

With t h e  cave a l r eady  r igged on t h e  previous weekend, t h e r e  was 
no gea r  t o  h inder  us. On t h e  t h i r d  p i t c h ,  t h e  rope had been t i e d  of f  
around a l a r g e  boulder a t  i t s  f o o t  a s  an  anchorage f o r  t h e  f o u r t h  
p i t ch .  A s  B i l l  climbed around t h i s  boulder ,  he dis lodged a rock be- 
low i t ,  which was suppor t ing  i t ,  caus ing  t h e  boulder  t o  s l i d e  f o r -  
wards pullin{; t h e  rope above i t  t i g h t .  J u l i a  had a l r e a d y  reached t h e  
bottom of t h e  t h i r d  p i t c h  while P e t e r  and Kav were a t  t h e  t a p  of t h e  
p i t c h  and cou ldn ' t  see  what was happening. B i l l  and J u l i a  chopped 
t h e  rope above t h e  boulder  al lowing Pe t e r  and Kav t o  a b s e i l  down, 
while B i l l  c l e a r ed  a l l  t h e  loose  boulders  by knocking then  down the  
f o u r t h  p i t ch .  Unfortunately,  one boulder  about 2  f e e t  i n  diameter  
jammed a t  t h e  ' l i p  of t h e  w a t e r f a l l .  A new rope was r igged off t h e  
now s e t t l e d  n a i n  boulder  and P e t e r  ab se i l ed  down t o  c l e a r  t h e  one 
a t  t h e  t op  of -the w a t e r f a l l .  Ins tead  of going over t h e  f a l l  t h e  rock 
s e t t l e d  back in%o a pool a t  i t s  top.  A b o l t  w a s  placed i n  t h e  w a l l  
above t h e  boulder  t o  avoid running t h e  rope over i t .  B i l l  s t i l l  d id  
not l i k e  t h e  lonk of i t  and decided t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  su r f ace ,  J u l i a  
accompanied h in .  P e t e r  and Kav continued down t o  t h e  bo t t on  chamber. 
No major s i d e . p s s a g e s  were found. Two streams were found both of 
which sumped, I n  one s i d e  of t h e  chanber,  a passage was spo t t ed  
about f i f t e e n  f e e t  up t h e  w a l l . .  A rope w a s  knot ted  up and tossed-  
i n t o  t h e  p s s a g e  where. it jamned i n  one corner .  Pe t e r  prussiked up 
i n t o  t h e  passage and t h e n  abse i l ed  a f o r t y  f o o t  p i t c h  on t h e  f a r  
s i de .  This  l e d  i n t o  s e v e r a l  hundred f e e t  of passages wi th  no f u t u r e  
prospects .  Bc7,c1; t o  t h e  su r f ace  we went, emerging a f t e r  twelve hours  
underground. Pe t e r   haw. 
Khazad-dun and JF 1 4 .  - 28/1/73. 
Party:  Pet e r  Shaw, B i l l  Lehcenn, J u l i a  James and ~ a i m b n i s  Kaval ier i s .  

u f t e r  P h i l i p  and p a r t y  had entered '  v i a  JF 1 4  and cone out  v i a  
Khazad-dun on t h e  previous day, our  p lan  was t o  do t h e  t r i p  i n  r e -  
ve r s e ,  d e r i g ~ i n g  JF\ 14. F i f t y - f i v e  minutes a f t e r  l eav ing  t h e  en- 
t r ance ,  P e t e r  had reached Brew chamber a t  860'  and w a s  ready t o  r i g  
t h e  f i n a l  p i t ch .  The 135'  p i t c h  was r igged wi th  a n  8  mr;. kernmantel 
rope which was a  curse .  It chewed a  decp groove i n  t h e  r a i q e l  r acks  
such t h a t  i f  t h e  p i t c h  had been 400 f e e t  i t  would have pos s ib ly  gone 
r i g h t  through. Nhile Pe t e r  r igged up f o r  t h e  220' p ru s s ik ,  t h e  r e s %  
of t h e  p a r t y  v i s l t e d  t h e  sup. De-rigging JP 1 4  went ahead smoothly 
and a f t e r  n ine .hours  underground, we were back on t h e  su r f ace ,  a 
t r u l y  su2er1fi t r i p .  P e t e r  Shaw. 
JP 14  - 27/1/73. 
Party:  P h i l i p  Kobinson, Keith Dekkers, Neil  Montgomery and Andrew 
Pavey . 

Confusion s lowly c lea red  a t  t h e  Junee homestead. P a r t i e s  l e f t  
f o r  Khazad-dwi(KD) and Cauldron Pot. O u r  hope was t o  connect with 
KD. -- There was rush.  The Vic to r i ans  had over ap,)rox. 1000 f t .  
t o  descend. 

H short walk through t h e  f o r e s t  saw us  a t  t h e  en t r snce ,  a 70' 
p i t ch .  P h i l i p  and Kei th  headed down f n l h w e d  by undrew and Neil sur-  
veying. Gardening was requ i red  on t h e  second p i t c h ,  90'. The t h i r d ,  
a  180 f o o t e r ,  nceded a b o l t .  AS usua l  t h e  r o t t e n  l imestone was re -  
l u c t a n t  t o . t a k e  p i t o n s  o r  o f f e r  s o l i d  be lay  po in t s .  Howtver, Kei th  
managed a n  angle  on t h e  4 th  p i t c h ,  120 ' .  The 5 t h  t r i 2  had previous- 
l y  b e ~ n  reconnaissanced by P h i l i p  - 180 '  down he had r u n  out  of 
ladder .  S p a y  had reduced v i s i b i l i t y  t o  about 20'.  Op t imi s t i c a l l y  
400' of rope was lowered o f f  a  b o l t .  So fol lowed a t y p i c a l  an t i c l im-  
ax  - - a nere  2 2 0 f 9  ye t  f r e e  and a  ve ry  enjoyable a b s e i l .  We entered  
t h e  f i n a l  chambers of KD. Five minutes l a t e r  a wh i s t l e  was heard. 
The Vic to r i ans  had j u s t  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  t o p  of KD9s l a s t  p i t c h ,  t h e  
135 ' .  High up on t h e  f a r  s i d e  of t h e  chanber was a t renendnus view 
of t h e i r  descen t  next t o  t h e  f i n a l  60' w a t e r f a l l .  The survey w a s  
continued t o  t h e  base of t h e  135 ' ,  t h e n  a  snack nea r  t h e  s u p .  

There was s t i l l  no s i g n  of t h e  KD l a d d e r  pa r ty .  We s e t  o f f  out  
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v i a  KD. Pruss ik ing  up a n  8 m. kernmantel nylon on t h e  135'  was 
somewhat unpleasaht .  The cave had been laddered from he re  on. 'With 
t h e  water low, t h e  s i x  w a t e r f a l l s  were e a s i l y  ascended along t h e  
streamway t o  t h e  7 0 f ,  3 0 1 ,  then  up t h e  r o c k p i l e  t o  t h e  92' f r e e  
hanger. Here we n e t  t h e  t a i l  of t h e  l adder ing  par ty .  A block up of 
bods i n  t h e  ent rance  passages was even tua l ly  .c leared.  We headed. back 
through t h e  bus? i n  t h e  dark. A g r e a t  round- t r i p .  Philig Robinson. * 

Cauldron Fat - 28/1/73. 
Party:  ~ . Q o b i n s o n ,  K.Dekkers, A. Pavey and N.Montgonery. 

The cave l i v e d  up t o  and beyond a l l  our expecta t ions .  Following 
t h e  140'  en t rance  p i t c h ,  t h e  awkward bypass was soon descended t o  
t h e  streanway. Then followed w a t e r f a l l s  and cascades ,  e x h i l e r a t i n g  
a b s e i l s .  The f i n a l  110'  bad been bo l t ed  r e l a t i v e l y  dry ,  An e x c i t i , ~  
sho r t  t r a v e r s e  l e d  along and down t o  a f r e e  a b s e i l  j u s t  next  t o  t h e  
water. Af te r  a snack i n  t h e  l a r g e  chamber en thus iasn  f o r  surveying 
unfor tunate ly  decl ined .  We prussiked out  and derigged,  The water was 
r e f r e sh ing  2rovided one kept moving. A l l  ropes  (approx.600t) were 
t i e d  t oge the r  and threaded r i g h t  up. This  worked well  u n t i l  a  knot 
cane undone i n  t h e  bypass. kndrew was l e f t  mut ter ing  wi th  a l a r g e  
p l l e  of rope. An 8 hour t r i p .  P h i l i p  Robinson. 
Tassy Pot - 3/2/73. ( f o r  survey see  next Sp ie l .  ) .- 

Partg:  P h i l i p  Robinson and Pe t e r  Shaw.. 
Tassy Pot was f i r s t  explored t o  250' by T,C,C,  i n  1968, Then 

followed f i v e  ep i c  l adde r ing  descen t s  by S,C,S. i n  1970 lmshing it  
t o  k u s t r a l i a 7 s  deepest  cave (now 2nd deepes t ) ,  Depth e s t i u a t e d  by 
aneroid and ,messwork was 800' .  

An i d e a l  pot  f o r  S.R.T., we decided t o  have a survey and ex- 
p l o r a t i o n  t r i p .  u x e d  wi th  suunto gea r ,  v ib ron  and 800'  rope we en- 
t e r ed  a t  10 a.x, Entrance p i t c h  i s  42 n e t r e s ( l 3 8 ' )  a b e a u t i f u l  s h a f t  
d i r e c t l y  followed by t h e  27 m.(90'), Through t h e  chanber,  clown a 
hole t o  t h e  chimney, 1 3  m.(43 ')  and thence t o  Goodbye Cha~uber, A 
bo l t  was placed a t  t h e  b i g  p i t c h ,  74 n , ( 2 4 3 t )  and t h e  survey cont in-  
ued down t o  t h e  bottom a t  - 231 m*(-758', passage l e n g t h  490 ' )  Man- 
handling t h e  rope bags wh i l s t  surveying l e f t  u s  no t ime f o r  explor- 
i n g  t h e  ho l e s  o f f  Goodbye Chamber. It i s  h i g h l y  l i k e l y ,  t h a t  i f  they  
go, they  w i l l  drop i n t o  t h e  l a r g e  chanber below t h e  b i g  > i t c h .  Tr ip  
l a s t e d  11 hours.  Without surveying o r  exp lo r a t i on  gear  Tassy could 
e a s i l y  be done a s  a  spo r t i ng  t r i p  i n  about s i x  hours.  
Tackle: 1501 ,  100 ' ,  2 - 50'  ro;Jes, P h i l i p  Robinson, P 

-i 

LIXESTGNE AREA WEST OF LHKE SPICER - 
b s  a l b e r t  Goede. 

The f i r s t  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  a  s m a l l  a r e a  of l imektone i n  t h e  Tgn- 
d a l l  Range contained caves w a s  g i ven  by c lub  member Arthur  Clarke, 
when he  was working as a f i e l d  a s s i s t a n t  wi th  t h e  Mt,Lyell Explora- 
t i o n  Company from t h e i r  base camp a t  Lake Rol les ton ,  dur ing  t h e  SW- 
n e r  season of 1970-71. He followed down t h e  creek  f lowing through 
t h e  l imestone a r e a  and repor ted  t h e  ex i s t ance  of a l i n e s t o n e  gorge 
with caves o;>cning o f f  t h e  s ide .  

An atte1;q-t t o  reach t h e  a r e a  was made a t  Eas t e r  19n with  ' ~ o r m  
Pou l t e r ' s  long wheel base Landrover and camper but  t h c  t r a c k  proved 
too  rough and we were fo rced  t o  r e t r e a t  wi th  a broken ax le .  

I n  January I was a b l e  t o  spend t e n  days i n  t h e  gene ra l  a r ea  on 
a Geography Del~artment f i e l d t r i p  of which f o u r  days wcre sl7ent ex- 
p lo r ing ,  na;,;)ing and photographing t h e  l imestone  i:or.ge and i t s  caves 
and t o  c o l l e c t  water samples f o r  l a t e r  a n a l y s i s .  

The t r i p  was made i n  a Toyota Landcruiser  and from where t h e  
t r a c k  t u r n s  off t h e  Idurchison Hi(;hway 100 yards  North of t h e  Geolog- 
ica l '  Iflonunent i t  took us  two hours  of bone-shaking d r i v i n g  t o  reach 
Lake Dora where a base camp w a s  s e t  up. 

From he re  t h e  r o u t e  i s  west through open country towards t h e  
unnamed l ake  a t  t h e  no r the rn  end of t h e  l i n e s t o n e  outcrop. The creek 
r i s i n g  fro11 t h i s  l a k e  i s  t h e  one which t r a v e r s e s  t h e  l i ne s tone .  When 
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coning down t h e  f i n a l  s lope  towards t h e  l ake  t u r n  nor th  towards an  
open bu t ton  g r a s s  l ead  covering a  low moraine r i dge  on t h e  e a s t e r n  
s i d e  of t h e  creek  which f l o w s  i n  a  sou the r l y  d i r e c t i o n .  This  i s  f o l -  
lowed almos-L a s  f a r  as pos s ib l e  before  heading down t o  t h e  creek. 
Af t e r  c r o s s i x f  s eve ra l  l imestone s t r i k e  r i d g e s  you descend t o  t h e  
creek through r e l a t i v e l y  open f o r e s t .  The creek  i s  f i r s t  n e t  where 
i t  f lows throuyh a s h o r t  gorge-l ike s e c t i o n  i n  l imestone - t h e  edge 
of t h e  gorLe i s  followed downstream u n t i l  an  open s treanbed i s  reach- 
ed. It i s  e s s e n t i a l  not t o  reach t h e  creek t oo  soon as t h i s  shor t  
upper gorse  i s  i n  p a r t  too  deep t o  be followed. Fron t h e  lower end 
of t h i s  gorge t h e  bes t  r o u t e  i s  t o  wade down t h e  creek and a f t e r  
nea r ly  a n  hour of slow going over s l i p p e r y  boulders  t h e  second gorge 
i s  reached Yhis gorge i s  from 5 t o  1 0  metres (15 - 30 f t . )  deep and 
t h e  wa l l s  a r e  mostly v e r t i c a l  o r  even overhanging. The l i n e s t o n e  
which i s  r a t h e r  impure i s  d ipp iw s t e e p l y  t o  t h e  west and s ec t i ons  
a l igned  a long t h e  s t r i k e  a l t e r n a t e  wi th  sho r t  s t r e t c h e s  where t he  
s t r e a n  f lows downdip, 

The first  cave (LS 1 )  i s  on t h e  l e f t  hand s i d e  going upstream 
and c o n s i s t s  of a 6  metres  ( 2 0 ' )  long tube- l ike  passage l e a d i n  of f  
about 3  metres ( 1 0 ' )  above t h e  stream. The second i lcsvei l  (LS 27 i s  
a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  along and on t h e  opposi te  s i d e  and c o n s i s t s  of a  
s n a l l  s t r e a n  eLierging from a f i s s u r e  probably t oo  t i ~ ; ; h t  f o r  en t ry  
but no deterll ined at tempt was made. Some d i s t a n c e  f u r t h e r  d o w n s t r e a ~  
and on t h e  sanc s i d e  about one t h i r d  of t h e  water disapl7ears i n t o  a  
cave mouth c l e v e r l y  camouflaged by a n  enormous l o g  jan. iJe f i r s t  
discovered t h e  dcwnstream ent rance  s eve ra l  hundred f e e t  Cownstrean 
(LS 3 )  where t h e  water r e j o i n s  t h e  main stream as i t  eiLerges from a n  
impressive 5  idetre ( 1 5 ' )  h igh  passage. The cave can be t r aversed  
without a  l i g h t  i f  necessary  and con t a in s  some formation. S t a l a c t i t e s  
up t o  60 cms.(2 f t . )  long were observed. 

u very  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  f u r t h e r  downstream t h e  water  f lows throug.)1 
a n a t u r a l  a r ch  (LS 4 )  having abandoned a n  o lde r  su r f ace  course by 
a n  underground neander cut-off and s eve ra l  hundred f e c t  f u r t h e r  on 
disap1)ears i n t o  a f u r t h e r  cave (LS 5 ) .  This  i s  a r a t h e r  lon,  er cave 
up t o  7.5 n e t r e s  ( 2 0 ' )  h iyh  but by going j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  ent rance  
it  i s  pos s ib l e  t o  see  a  glimmer of day l i gh t  a t  t h e  f a r  end. 

a f t e r  pass ing  through t h i s  cave t h e  s t r e a n  g r ad i en t  becomes 
*rather s t e c p e r  wi th  huge l o g  jams and deep pools  which n e c e s s i t a t e  
g e t t i n g  r a t h c r  wet. The s t r e a n  t h e n  s w i n g s  l e f t  where unde rcu t t i~ , c ;  
has produccd a  25 metres  ( 8 0 ' )  h igh  overhanging l imestone c l i f f .  
It then  swirqs r i s h t  a g a i n  d isappear ing  i n t o  another  cave ( L S  6 ) .  
The s t r e a n  was followed no f u r t h e r  thdn t h i s  but once a ~ ~ i n  day- 
l i g h t  could be seen a t  t h e  f a r  ent rance  where t h e  s t r e a n  merges .  
How much f u r t h e r  t h e  l imestone Gorge cont inues  i s  not known. 

Caves :L3 1 t o  LS 4 were numbered. LS 5 and LS 6 were not nwn- 
bered but had n w ~ b e r s  assigned t o  t hen  a s  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  can  be 
adequately descr ibed.  

Glow w o r m  were observed i n  LS 3  and cave c r i c k e t s  belonging 
t o  t h e  genus FXcrga thus  were found i n  LS 1 and LS 3. Zone specimens 
from LS 3 were c o l l e c t e d  f o r  f u r t h e r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  

The a r ea  i s  of cons ide rab le  scenic and geooorpho1o~;ical  i n t e r -  
e s t  but  caving 2 o t e n t i a l  i s  r a t h e r  l im i t ed  a s  t h e  a r e a  of l imestone 
i s  r e s t r i c t e d  and t h e  water  t a b l e  i s  c lo se  t o  t h e  surface .  The a r ea  
was heav i l y  g l a c i a t e d  by a  s n a l l  i c e  cap dur ing  t h e  Last  G lac i a t i on  
and both t h e  gorge and t h e  caves have developed i n  post-2;lacial 
t imes.  

* . . . . . * . . . . D . . O . . . . . . O . . . . O . . . . . . . . . . . . . . * *  0 . 0 .  

Very b e s t  wishes a r e  extended t o  Ros B e l l  and Andrew Skinner 
who w i l l  be married s h o r t l y  - w i t h i n  t h e  next f o r t n i g h t ,  when t i n e  

permit!s. Fron what kndrew s a i d  t h e  honeynoon may end up being a n  
extended caving t r i p  - i n  many a r e a s ,  


