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Wednesdax. Wine and Cheese p a r t y  a t  Urian and 
J e a n e t t e ' s ,  66 Wentworth S t . ,  South Hobart. 
Bring your own wine and cheese. 
(mid-week) Ex i t  Cave. F i n i s h  t r a c k  narking,  
c a r r y  out  remaining rubbish  and look/survey 
e a s t e r n  extens ion .  Acting Leader: Andrew Skin- 
ner  - hdve one VSA, one SCS a l r e a d y ,  but o t h e r s  
welcome. 
Friday.  Aqua Mire, Hast ings - i f  t h e  creek  i s  
low. ~ c t i n g  Leader: Andrew Skinner. 
Weekend. Mole Creek, S ing le  rope exp lo r a t i on  i n  
Execution Pot .  Leader: Pe t e r  Shaw. 
Mole Creek. Proposed t r a c k  marking i n  Croesus 
and Georgies,  Acting Leader: Andrew Skinner. 
Wednesdax: ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING a t  8 Bath 
~ t r e e t y ~ a t t e r ~  Point .  Meeting s t a r t s  a t  8 p . a .  
Refreshments and s l i d e s  welcome. 
Weekend. Mole Creek. Photographic t r i p  t o  Kubla --.-..-- 
Khan and o the r  caves. Leaders: k l b e r t  Goede 
and P e t e r  Shaw, 
S a t u r d a , ~ .  Exp lora t ion  i n  Splash Pot (JF 1 0 ) .  - 
Leader. P h i l i p  Robinson. 
Eas t e r  weekend. Explora t ions  a t  Montagu i n  N.W. -- -.--m m 

Tasmania. Leader: k l b e r t  Goede. 
Extended Eaater  weekend. Explora tory  t r i p  t o  - --. 
Vanishing =?is. 

CAULDRON POT - AUSTRALIA'S SECOND DEEPEST! 

A r e cen t  surveying t r i p  -to Cauldron Pot e s t ab l i shed  i t s  depth  
as 862 f e e t .  This  cave wi th  i t s  superb ent rance  p i t c h  and f i n a l  
p i t c h  i s  dcs t ined  t o  become a  c l a s s i c  f o r  deep cavers .  That survey- 
i n g  t r i p  nus t  be a prime example o f  unsafe caving. So many v io la -  
t i o n s  of t h e  s a f e t y  code occured t h a t  we should probably be thank- 

y f u l  t h a t  everybody emerged a l i v e .  
p. The P i c ton  River  t r a c k  i s  proceeding s t e a d i l y  i n  a r a t h e r  

.- patchwork manner wi th  b i t s  of t r a c k  spread t h e  l e n g t h  of t h e  r i v e r  
i n  d i f f e r e n t  s t gges  of completion. It should be ready f o r  t h e  b ig  
push t o  Vanishing F a l l s  a t  Eas t e r .  

P e t e r  Shaw. 
P i c ton  River  Track Cuttinpc 
=king p lace  every weekend. Cone f o r  a day o r  
t h e  weekend. I f  you have not go t  a  s l a s h e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  p l en ty  t o  
spare .  I f  you can not  use a  s l a s h e r ,  you can move c u t  branches off 
t h e  t r a c k  o r  t i e  markers on t r e e s .  A l l  o f f e r s  of a s s i s t a n c e  a r e  
welcomed. See Br iah  f o r  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s .  
Membership shbsc r i p t i ons .  

These f a l l  due a n n e  forthcoming A.G.M. F u l l  membership sub- 
s c r i p t i o n  ha s  r i s e n  because 05 t h e  i nc r ea se  i n  t h e  A.S.F. levy.  
Rates  a r e :  
F u l l  mernbers(over 18 y r s . )  - f o u r  d o l l a r s  and f i f t y  cents.  
Junior  members - two d o l l a r s  
k s s o c i a t e  nembers two d o l l a r s  

P u l l  membership .fee i nc ludes  $1.50 c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  A.S.F. 
and e n t i t l e s  one t o  r e ce ive  t h e  A,S.F. news le t t e r .  J un io r  and 
a s s o c i a t e  nelibers wishing t o  subsc r ibe  can do so by paying a n  
e x t r a  one d o l l a r  and f i f t v  c e n t s "  " 
Unsafe Cavl 

The f o l  '?eL owing i n c i d e n t s ,  which a l l  took p lace  on t h e  r ecen t  
surveying t r i p  t o  Cauldron Po t ,  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  need f o r  a g r e a t e r  
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s a f e t y  consciousness i n  t h e  club.  
1. The m p e  w 2 s  r igged i n c o r r e c t l y  through a  r appe l  r ack  on t h e  

ent rance  p i t q h ,  f o r c i n g  ' t he  brake ba r s  open i n s t ead  of keeping 
them c losed ,  When weight was t aken  on t h e  rope ,  t h e  bottom t h r e e  
ba r s  spran4; open, before  t he  caver  concerned scrambled back over 
t h e  t op  of t h e  p i t c h ,  
2,  k ra;~;?el rack  was c l i p r e d  i n t o  a  wais t - length  krab  i n s t ead  of 

t h e  s i t -ha rness  krab  on t h e  en t rance  p i t c h .  When t h e  a i s t a k e  
w a s  no t i ced ,  t e n  f o o t  down t h e  p i t c h ,  t h e  caver  concerned balanced 
on a  small  ledge  and t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e  rack t o  t h e  r i g h t  krab  without 
f i r s t  s e t t i w  up some p ro t ec t i on ,  
3. k l i g h t  f a l e d  i n  t h e  upper s e c t i o n  of t h e  bypass 2assage. The 

caver  concerned re tu rned  t o  t h e  entranoe chanber i n  t h e  dark  
and re turncd t o  t h e  su r f ace  alone.  
4 A t  t h e  second p i t c h ,  a newcomer t o  t h e  cave w a s  f i r s t  down t h e  

rope,  gassed t h e  be lay  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  p i t c h  and sto12;:ed on a  
ledge partway down t h e  t h i r d  p i t c h ,  when he had reached t h e  end of 
t h e  rope. 
5. On t h e  f i n a l  p i t c h ,  a  caver  go t  i n t o  t r o u b l e  t r y i n g  t o  pass  t h e  

b o l t s  and d i s l oca t ed  h i s  shoulder ,  This  could probably have 
been avoided by a g r e a t e r  knowledge of t h e  technique requ i red .  
6. The rope ip-otector was not placed on t h e  overhang on t h e  f i n a l  

p i t ch ,  By t h e  time t h e  l a s t  man had prussiked u;3 t h e  p i t c h ,  n 

both t h e  o u t s r  and i n n e r  shea ths  of t h e  t e ry l ene .had  been almost 
completely severed. 

That everybody emerged from t h e  cave uninjured can only be 
ascr ibed t o  luck .  Although t h e  c lub  i s  u sua l l y  ex t r ene ly  sa fe ty -  
conscious,  t h e  preceeding events  show what can hapl)en when we g e t  
a  b i t  l a x ,  P e t e r  Shaw. 
New Cover. 

The c r e d i t  f o r  our new cover goes t o  Therese. Any resemblance 
between t h e  cover drawing and your f r i e n d l y  neighbourhood pha l lus  
i s  pure ly  CO-- inc identa l .  P.S. 

North West l?eport. 
Last  S ~ ~ t u r d a y ,  Des Robertson, John Boden, Br ian  Parsons and I ,  

took a  p a r t y  of 8 Monash Uni. cavers  through Kubla. A bcaut .  bunch 
of f e l l a h s  and one very  game g i r l .  She coined a  nel-1 word i n  cave- 
formations when she pointed ou t (ve ry  l oud ly )  a n  imuense Iiphallac- 
t i t e l l  which she found in te res t ing!? !  The t r i p  went very  smoothly 
and t he  shu-L-ters c l i cked  r ap id ly .  The r i v e r  k lph  appears  t o  have - -  

diver ted  i t s e l f  i n  Cai rn  H a l l  and now d i sappears  under t h e  South- 
East wal l  i n s t e ad  cf running t o  a sump a t  t h e  end of t h e  H a l l .  
True, t he  water i s  s t i l l  h igh  i n  t h e  s q p  but t h e r e  i s  a d ry  s t r e t c h  
where once r a n  t h e  Alph. We're going i n  soon wi th  l i l o s  t o  check 
where t h e  h e l l  i t  i s  gutng.- 

, Anyway, a f t e r  t h e  t r i p  with Monash, we were i n v i t e d  t o  t h e  
Mole Creek pub where much beer  flowed. The landlady was r i o s t  help-  
f u l  and o f i ~ r e d  t o  prepare sandwiches e t c .  She a c t u a l l y  asked f o r  
t h e  cap t a in  of t h e  team,(some of t h e  Monash blokes had t r o g s  p r i n t -  
ed on t h e i r  s h i r t s  wi th  It54 B.C." w r i t t e n  underneath - i t  t r an s -  
p i red  t h a t  t h e  l ady  thought i t  meant llBcwls Clubll!!) 

He. f i l n i n g  i n  Kubla. We a r e  now g e t t i n g  down t o  t h e  f i n e  
d e t a i l s  of naking a movie i n  Kubla. We have decided on a n  ou t s i de  
genera tor  and a  b a t t e r y  of f l o o d l i g h t s  - l e s s  p o l l u t i o n  and no 
noise .  I f  any of your nob f i n d  telephone cab le  i n  t h e  cave,  don' t  
move i t  y e t  - we w i l l  c l e a r  i t  a l l  out  of t h e  way! and i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  
I wonder what t h e  cave w i l l  look l i k e  under 3000 w a t t  f loods!  We 
w i l l  not nake any move a t  a l l  i n  t h e  f i l m i n g  u n t i l  we have 
d e t a i l s  worked out t o  t h e  Clubs' s a t i s f a c t i o n .  I f  you have any 
t e chn i ca l  i i?fornat ion r e .  Movies underground, p lease  l e t  us  know. 
We're amateurs and anything w i l l  he lp .  

B i l l  Tomalin. 
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TRIP ddPOBTS5 

w e r i a l  e x i ~ l o r a t i o n  of S.W. caving a r e a s  - 22.12.72. 
Par ty :  P e t e r  Shaw, J e a n e t t e  and Yvonne C o l l i n ,  J i m  England(pi1ot) .  
Purpose of t h e  f l i g h t  was t o  survey a  r o u t e  t o  Vanishing P a l l s  and 
check t h a t  Vanishing P a l l s  was worth v i s i t i n g .  F i r s t l y  we headed 

s e v e r a l  low passes  over t h e  f a l l s .  The 
f a l l s  drop i n t o  a  pool but no water 
can be seen  f u r t h e r  6own t h e  gorge. 
Subsequent examination of t h e  s l i d e s  
showed a  l a r g e  en t rance  on t h e  west- 
e r n  s i d e  of t h e  gorge while  t h e  east-  

/ /  3ocE,,,a e r n  s i d e  appeared t o  be d o f e r i t e .  
Fur the r  down t h e  gor{{e t h e  water r e -  

SLYCRQL / appeared and seened t o  be coning from 
a s h o r t  b l ind  v a l l e y  l e a d i n g  i n t o  
t h e  main gorge.  Severa l  d o l i n e s  were 
v i s i b l e  on t h e  r i d g e  on t h e  western 

V R N , S C ( , ~ ~  s i d e  of t h e  gorge.  
Prom Vanishing P a l l s ,  we headed 

f o r  a l a r g e  d e p r e s s i o n  two mi les  
south  .o% Federa t ion  leak.  On t h e  
Huon map, t h i s  i s  shown a s  a shallow 
depress ion ,  h a l f  a mi le  i n  d iameter ,  

k ,L- with  f o u r  s t reams f lowing i n t o  it 
from oppos i te  corners .  A s  we f l ew 

towards t h e  a r e a  i n  t h e  upper r eaches  of t h e  New River ,  s e v e r a l  
prominent c l i f f s  appeared t o  be l imes tone .  A f t e r  l o c a t i n g  t h e  de- 
p r e s s i o n ,  we followed t h e  s t r e a n  i n  i t  t o  where i t  sank i n t o  a 
l a r g e  en t rance  a t  t h e  f o o t  of a c l i f f  on t h e  N.E. s i d e  of t h e  de- 
press ion .  If t h e  cave t r e n d s  i n  a N.E. d i r e c t i o n ,  p rospec t s  of a 
l a r g e  cave a r e  s m a l l  as t h e  New River  i s  only  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  away. 

On our way back t o  Hobart ,  we examined t h e  s t r e a m  f lowing of f  
t h e  western s i d e  of t h e  r i d g e  n o r t h  of P r e c i p i t o u s  B lu f f .  A l l  appear 
-ed t o  be f lowing r i g h t  down i n t o  t h e  New River.  

Lake T i m k  - 17 ,l8/2/73. 
Par ty :  Peker Shaw, Yvonne Col l in .  

The o r i g i n a l  p l a n  was t o  walk i n  v i a  Search Camp but  t h e  weath- 
e r  was so  magnif icent  t h a t  i t  seemed a waste t o  spend t h e  day i n  
t h e  f o r e s t ,  so  a change of p lan  was made. Without map o r  r o u t e  

/ 

A guide ,  we headed up Mt.Eliza a n q l u n c h e d  on t h e  s h e l f  near  Mt.Anne. 
Prom h e r e ,  we t a c k l e d - t h e  p rob lea  of c r o s s i n g  Mt.Lot. By f o u r  o' 
c lock  we were on t h e  B u m i t  of idt.Lot and looking  a t  t h e  problem of 
g e t t i n g  down t o  Lake P" one. ~ f t e r  a l o t  of s t e e p  t r a v e r s i n g  and 
r e t r a c i n g  of s t e p s  we f x  a l l y  reached Lake Picone and camped j u s t  
on dusk. Next morning, webqQeaded pa'st Lots  Wife and t h e n  down t o  
Lake Timk f o r  lunch. With wet s u i t  on and rope r i g , . ~ e d ,  P e t e r  crawl- 
ed i n t o  t h e  s w a l l e t ,  and t h e n  r e t r e a t e d .  Although t h e  l a k e  w a s  
q u i t e  low, t h e r e  was s t i l l  a l a r g e  volume of water  thunder ing  down 
t h e  narrow s l o t f i $ u g t . i n s i d e  t h e  ent rance .  Exp lo ra t ion  i s  going t o  
be p o s s i b l e  i n  e B r e b 8 d r o u g h t  c o n d i t i o n s  only. 

P e t e r  Shaw. 
Ex i t  Cave - 17/2/73. 
Par ty :  hndrew Sk inner (kc t ing  Leader) ,  Wes Carpenter ,  Ros Bel l ,  Roy 
Skinner ,  Piona Skinner , .  Xath ~ e d l o c k ( S C S )  , David Ni~hols(SCS))~.land 
l o c a l  residents B a s i l  Bradley and P e t e r  Martin. 

Roy sugqcsted d w n u l d  be f u n  t o  go v i a  t h e  DfEntrecas teaux 
f o r  a change. Thr* hours  l a t y  ... we reached t h e  en t rance  of E x i t  
a t  1 p.a. A f t e r  a s h o r t  l u n c h ~ t h e  a r t y  s e t  o f f  t o  v l s i t  t h e  h igh  
l e v e l  s e c t i o n s  before  t h e  tal'us. T R ~  , r e f l e c t o r i s e a  n a r k e r s  placed 
on a previous  t r i p  i n  t h e  Ballroom a r e a  now seem t o  need-qome minor 
r e p a i r s .  Thc r e f l e c t o r  t a p e  h a s  peeled o f f  s e v e r a l ,  but  ca ' abe  r e -  
pa i red  with a r a l d i t e .  The;"Collonade and t h e  Hamer Paszage a r e a s  
were a l s o  v i s i t e d .  These ' a r e a s  a r e  i n  urgent  need of re-narking 
wi th  r e f l e c t o r s .  The p a r t y  s p l i t  up a t  2.30 wi th  Roy t a k i n g  Ros, 
Fiona and t h e  l o c a l s  back t o  t h e  en t rance  w h i l s t  t h e  o t h e r s  went: 
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S N (S~V IPL I  OED) 

CHG E 

800' - 
a .  o ~ * ~ ~ e e ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ * e ~ d ~ 4 0 o * ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ * ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ * ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ * ~ e * * ~ e ~ ~ e e ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ * * ~ * * ~ ~  

through t h e  t a l u s .  The bottom of Mini Mar t in  provided a n  i n t e r e s t -  
i n g  d i v e r s i o n  on t h e  way t o  t h e  Grand F i s s u r e ,  We l e f t  sone g e a r  
near  Camp 2 wi th  a candle  burning. The markers i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  Grand 
F i s s u r e  have a l s o  d e t e r i o r a t e d  a l i t t l e  but  could e a s i l y  be r e p a i r -  
ed. Time T,vas s h o r t  so we turned  back a t  t h e  beginning of Conference 
Concopse ,  The gea r  was picked up nea r  Camp 2 and t r a c k  na rk ing  
work comenced i n  Edies  Treasure.  Aluminium pegs and! p l a s t i c  t a p e  
were used t o  i t fence o f f "  t h e  l e s s  damaged a r e a s .  The f i n a l  chamber 
a t  t h e  end of t h e  low Dassace was c losed  o f f .  To f u r t h e r  use t h i s  
chamber would r u i n  the -on lyvrena in ing  e x t e n s i v e  gypsum needles  i n  
Edies  Treasure.  About h a l f  t h e  remaining rubb i sh  was renoved from 
Camp 2. One rucksack f u l l  remains. The remainder of t h e  ruSbish 
from Camp 1 was a l s o  removed. The padlock was placed on t h e  ga te .  
The p a r t y  reached t h e  road a t  9.30 p.m. andrew Skinner.  
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Has t ings  - 18/2/73. 
P a r t y :  imdrew s k i f n n e r ( ~ c t i n g  Leade r ) ,  Kath Medlock, David Nichols  
went u n d e r g o u n d  w h i l s t  Ros B e l l  p iked ou t  a t  t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h .  
Fiona and Roy Skinner  poked around on t h e  s u r f a c e .  

The trii3 was i n i t i a l l y  planned t o  go downstrean i n  Newdegate 
t o  scrub--bash some t a l u s .  However, S t even  J a g e r ,  p a r t - t i n e  gu ide  a t  
Has t ings  had l o c a t e d  a n  e n t r a n c e  upst ream from t h e  b r i d g e  on Hot 
Sp r ings  Creck. The e n t r a n c e  i s  a t  t h e  base  of a d o l o u i t c  c l i f f ,  
n o t  t h r e c  me t r e s  above c r e e k  l e v e l .  (The c r e e k  was d r y ) .  The f i r s t  
chamber was a l a r g e  f i s s u r e  w i t h  a s l o p e  of 30'. Fo l lowing  t h i s  
t h e r e  was a 22 met re  p i t c h ,  r a t h e r  t i g h t  and descene ing  th rough  
t y p i c a l  Has t ings  mud. The top of t h e  p i t c h  was below t h e  l e v e l  of 
t h e  creek.  A t  t h e  bottom t h e r e  was a h o r i z o n t a l  passage  w i t h  a n p l e  
mud. To t h e  r i g h t  ( towards  Newdegate) a t i g h t ,  s l i p ? e r y  v e r t i c a l  
squeeze was n e g o t i a t e d  t o  a small l e d g e ,  abou t  7  m e t r e s  v e r t i c a l l y  
from t h e  botto1-3. of t h e  l a d d e r  p i t c h .  A f u r t h e r  clirnb clown over  t a l u s  
brought u s  t o  a s m a l l  chamber w i t h  a passage  l e a d i n g  o f f  s t e e p l y  i n  
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of Newdegate. This  was n o t  pushed. The l o w e s t  p o i n t  
reached i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  was approx.  45 me t r e s  below t h e  en t r ance .  
R e t u r n i r g  t o  t h e  b o t t o a  of t h e  p i t c h  a f t e r  a h a i r y ,  auddy squeeze- 
c l imb,  a passage  l e a d i n g  downward towards  t h e  c r e e k  was n o t i c e d .  
k t i g h t  low crawl  was pushed t o  a l a r g e r  chanber  which t r ended  d o w b  
wards on a 45O a n g l e  towards  t h e  c r eek .  The f i s s u r e  w a s  descended 
without  g e a r  u n t i l  i t  became h a i r y .  u t  t h i s  s t a g e  we were 50 n e t r e e  
below t h e  e x t r a n c e  and 47 me t r e s  below t h e  c r eek .  The f i s s u r e  w a s  
s t i l l  t r e n d i n g  downwards s t r o r g l y ,  showing no s i g n  of becoming 
smal le r .  
Hydrolo~&cal ~ ~ o s s i b i l i t i e s :  

The f y c t  t h a t  t h e  cave was up t o  150 '  below t h e  c r e e k  nakes  f o r  
i n t e r e s t i n g  s p e c u l a t i o n .  Next d a y l ~ o n . 1 9 t h )  a n  SCS p a r t y  found i t  
f u l l  of wa te r  up t o  about  30 m e t r e s  below t h e  en t r ance .  Two i n c h e s  
of r a i n  had f a l l e n  t h e  p rev ious  n i g h t  and t h e  c r e e k  w a s  f u l l  t o  t h e  
brim. Mystery Creek i n  Newdegate s t a r t e d  f l o w i  1 7  h g u r s  a f t e r  t h e  
r a i n  s t a r t e d .  It i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  a n y ( o r  l i t t l e  7 wate r  i s  f lowing  
underground a l o n g  t h i s  s e c t i o n  of Hot S p r i n g s  Creek i n  s w e r  as i t  
seems t o  r u n  a long  a n  anabranch.  ~ f t e r  r a i n ,  t h e  h o l e s  i n  t h e  dolo-  
mi te  under t h e  t h e  c r e e k  may s lowly  f i l l  up w i t h  wa te r  when t h e  
s u r f a c e  c r e e k  s t a r t s  running.  I f  t h e r e  i s  enough r a i n ,  t h e  under- 
ground drains,;? may s p i l l  ove r  i n t o  Newdegate ' S Mystery Creek and 
r u n  down t h a t  channel .  Mystery Creek nay  be a n  anabrahch  a t  a high-  
e r  l e v e l  t h a n  t h e  main underground f low,  t a k i n g  t h e  s p i l l a g e  i n  
h i g h  water .  Also f o s s i l  c r e e k  s w a l l e t  i n  t h e  ne ighbour ing  g u l l y  t o  
Newdegate f u r t h e r  c o n p l i c a t i n g  t h e  n a t t e r .  Due t o  ttmismanagenentH 
a  f l u o r o s c e i n  t e s t  of t h e  wate r  i n  f o s s i l  c r e e k  was i n c o n c l u s i v e .  
The p o s s i l ~ i l i t y  of unde r s t and ing  t h e  s u b t e r r a n e a n  hydro logy  a t  
Hastings l~lalces t h e  new cave a v e r y  n a j o r  f i n d .  

P.S. SCS have adopted t h e  name "Aqua Miref f  due t o  i t s  q o s t  out-  
s t a n d i n g  i e a t u r e s  --- water  and mud. Andrew Skinner .  
Mole Creek - 3,4/3/73. 
P,a.r-ty,:. Ye$zr Sha-W, Yvonne. C .o l l iq  .and n o r t h e r n  b ranch  nonbe r s ,  Frank . . . . , . 
~ r o w n ( o n  Sa t .  ), Bob ~ o o l h o u s e ( o n  Sun. ), Richard and Lorna Schmidt , 
P e t e r  Dowde, Mar t in ,  R icba rd ,  Godfrey; and ~ a r v e y ( f r o n  SUSS). 

Sa turday  was s p e n t  i n  a v e r y  l e i s u r e l y  manner. Frank took  u s  
up L i t t l e  Tr ini ier  v a l l e y  and showed u s  t h e  e n t r a n c e s  t o  Execut ion  
Pot and L o n ~  Drop. On t h e  way back,  we v i s i t e d  Lit-tihe Tr in i ie r  cave - 
and spen t  a i3leasant  hou r  o r  so  underground,  A f t e r  l u n c h  we moved 
around t o  t h e  c l i f f s  above Naracoopa and a b s e i l e d  and p r u s s i k e d  f o r  
a couple  of hours .  

On Sunday, the key t.o Kubla was c o l l e c t e d  f rom t h e  Howes and 
a th rough  t r i p  too'k p lace .  S igns  of cave d e g r a d a t i o n  were s e e n  a t  
t h e  Jade Pool  where t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  wh i t e  f o r m a t i o n  had been d i r t i e d  
by c a v e r s  who had t r a v e r s e d  i n  t h e  w a t e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  around t h e  
edge of t h e  poo l ,  Carb ide  dumping i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h s  f o o t  of t h e  
Khan was a l s o  n o t i c e d ,  a l t h o u g h  what a t  f i r s t  appeared  t o  be c a r -  
b i d e  on some of t h e  f o r m a t i o n s  t u r n e d  ou t  t o  be n a t u r a l  on c l o s e r  
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examination. '\//e emerged a f t e r  a pleasan* f i v e  and a h a l f  hours 
undergmund. Sure ly  one of t h e  spec t acu l a r  s i g h t s  i n  t h i s  cave, 
as wel l  a s  t h e  Khan and t h e  P leaspre  Dome, i s  t h e  view of t h e  foo t  
of t h e  l adde r  p i t c h ,  from t h e  t o p  of t h e  chimney i n t o  t h e  stream 
passage. The f e r n s  glowing i n  t h e  day l i gh t  a r e  i n  narked c o n t r a s t  
t o  t h e  darkness  of t h e  ent rance  chamber. Pet e r  Shaw. 
Cauldron Pot - 10/3/73. 
Par ty :  I h i l i p  Robinson(Leader , Pe t e r  Shaw, S t u a r t  Nicholas ,  Leigh 
~ l e e s o n ( S C S ) ,  Chr is  Harris(SCS 1 . 

Having f a i l e d  t o  persuade a p a r t y  of mainland ; iheav ies f t ( ?? )  t o  
survey Cauldron Pot(presunab1y dus t o  i t s  aqueous n a t u r e )  a Tas- 
manian p a r t y  had t o  be organised. For Chr is  and Leigh i t  was t h e i r  
f i r s t  r e a l  S.R.T. t r i p .  

A t  about 11.00 a.m. we a b s e i l e d  t h e  135 '  en t rance  p i t ch .  Though 
r a i n i n g  t h e  water  l e v e l  was reasonable .  P e t e r ,  Leigh and S t u a r t  
disappeal.eC wi th  a l l  t h e  rope. P h i l i p  and Chr is  surveyed down t h e  
hy a s s .  It i s  a c o n s t r i c t e d  tunne l  4 '  X 1' i n  p l ace s ,  s loy ing  a t  
459 - 55' f o r  280'. Eighty f e e t  down t h i s  passage C h r i s ' s  l i g h t  
refused  t o  work. There w a s  no a l t e r n a t i v e  but  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  
surface .  Leaving a survey c a i r n ,  P h i l i p  sho t  down t o  j o i n  t h e  o the r  
t h r e e  a t  t h o  l a s t  p i toh .  The rope t r a v e r s e  r igged ,  Pe t c r  jumared 
down t o  below t h e  t h i r d  b o l t .  Leigh t h e n  managed t o  g e t  a c r o s s  but 

I S t u a r t  had sone d i f f i c u l t y .  With f r o z e n  hands he evea tua l l y  had t o  
r e t r e a t .  To add t o  h i s  d iscomfor t ,  climbing back up t h e  sho r t  cas- 

.- cade,  he sli;~;3ed and pul led  an  arm out  of j o in t .  Now t h i s  w a s  s e r -  
i o u s  and very  l3ainful. He r e s t e d  as P h i l i p  crossed  t h e  t r a v e r s e  
and abse i l ed  t h e  115'  p i t c h  t o  inform t h e  o the r s .  Leigh soon prus- 
s iked out wi th  t h e  s tove  and brew. P h i l i p  and P e t e r  quickly  recov- 
ered t h e  ropes  from t h e  h igh  l e v e l  passage and surveyed from t h e  . 
s m p .  

Back ui2 t h e  b i g  p i t c h  S t u a r t  had managed t o  f o r c e  h i s  arm back 
i n .  Needless t o  say  t h i s  had been a n  unpleasant  opera t ion .  P h i l i p  
and S t u a r t  surveyed out as Pe t e r  and Leigh derigged. Somehow t h e  
survey book renained q u i t e  d ry  d e s p i t e  t h e  copious supp l i e s  of 
water.  fle gathered a t  t h e  base of t h e  bypass wi th  heavy haversacks 
5 i n  a l l ,  f u l l  of wet rope and hardware. How t o  f i n i s h  t h e  l a s t  b i t  
of survey and a l s o  remove t h e  t a c k l e ?  P e t e r  and Leigh volunteered 
out wi th  two bags each, a f a n t a s t i c  e f f o r t  up t h e  very awkward 
bypass passage, 

The survey was t h u s  completed. u t  -862' Cauldron i s  h u s t r a l i a t s  
L. second der-pest cave. P i t che s  of 1 3 5 ' ,  5 0 f ,  48 ' ,  3 6 ' ,  4519 115'  ( a l l  

with w a t e r f a l l s )  l ead  t o  t h e  l a r g e  chamber(l60' X 7 o t ) ,  t h e n  onto 
t h e  sump. T r ip  l a s t e d  12  hours.  See next S p i e l  f o r  survey. 

P h i l i p  Robinson. . ~ . . * * . . . . . * . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . * . * * * . . * * . . .  
( p l ea se  t u r n  t o  page 8 f o r  s t a r t  of ~ n n u a l  Repor t . )  
But reme~nber i t  t ake s  two t o  make a wedding. ? 

F i n a l l y  I would l i k e  t o  thank t h e  out-going o f f i a e  bea r e r s  =* 

f o r  a job wel l  done. I have been p res iden t  f o r  s i x  yea r s  out  of 
t h e  l a s t  sevcn and a s  I s h a l l  be away from Hobart f o r  apmox.  s i x  
months dur ing  t h e  coming year  I s h a l l  not  be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  re-elec-  
t i o n .  xnyhow, i t ' s  t ime f o r  a change! 

Your P r e s iden t ,  
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TASMANIAN CAVERNEERING CLUB . 
Annual Report 1972-73 

The pa s t  year  has  not been as a c t i v e  a  yea r  f o r  t h e  c lub  a s  thc  
previous one but t h a t  was perhaps not t o  be expected cons ider ing  
t h e  h e c t i c  pace of 1971-72. There has  been a  d e c l i n e  i n  membership 
d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  f o u r  new members joined t h e  ranks.  Most of thc 
caving was done by a small  core of ve ry  a c t i v e  members and t h e  t r i p s  
have gene ra l l y  been d i f f i c u l t  ones. We should keep i n  mind t h a t  t h i s  
i s  not everybody's cup of t e a  and t h a t  t h e  c lub  p rograme  should i n -  
clude a v a r i e t y  t o  s u i t  a l l  t a s t e s .  For example, exp lo r a t i on  of sea  
caves has  r e c e n t l y  become very  popular i n  N.S .V .  and wi th  our coas t -  
l i n e  t h e r e  i s  almost unl imited s cope ' f o r  exp lo ra t ion .  I n  any case  
exp lo ra t ion  i s  not t h e  only aspec t  of caving - i n t e r e s t  i n  survey- 
i n g ,  photogrzphy, fauna c o l l e c t i n g ,  e t c .  has  decl ined  desi3ite t h e  
tremendous p o t e n t i a l  i n  our  caves f o r  a  wide range of a c t i v i t i e s .  
Explorat ion.  Once a g a i n  t h e  Junee-Plorentine a r e a  seems t o  have 
been t h e  focus  of our a c t i v i t i e s .  I n  Cauldron Pot a major break- 
through was i:lade enabl ing t \ e  cave t o  be extended t o  a n  est imated 
depth of 740 f t .  Niagsra Pot was a l s o  i n  t h e  news wi th  t h e  d i s c o v e q  
of s eve ra l  l a r g e  chambers. JP 1 4  offered p l en ty  of e x c i t e w n t  and 
was f i n a l l y  l inked  v i t h  Khazad-dum on a combiheCd t r i p  wi th  Vic tor ian  - 
and N.S.1N. cavcrs .  Hopes of extending Khazad-dun were not  r e a l i s e d  
and t h e  Junee master cave - i f  i t  e x i s t s  - cont inues  t o  elude us. 
I n  t h e  P lo r en t i ne  Valley Gormenghast was surveyed and a good d e a l  
of su r face  exp lo r a t i on  c a r r i e d  out i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Growling Swal- 
l e t  r e s u l t i n g  i n  s eve ra l  new f i n d s .  A t  Idole Creek s e v e r a l  new caves 
were discovered and a number of t r i p s  a l s o  went t o  Ida  Bay. A t  
Mt.unne scrub bashing had i t s  rewar'd when t h e  probable resurgence 
of t h e  Lake T i m k  dra inage  was discovered - un fo r tuna t e ly  t h e r e  was 
no way i n .  decen t ly  i n t e r e s t  has  switched t o  t h e  Bracrof t  a r e a  
which has  cons iderable  caving p o t e n t i a l  and a l o t  of work i s  being 
done t o  f l rovide a b e t t e r  access  t r a c k  v i a  t h e  P i c ton  River  Valley.. 
Techniques and - Equipment, P There ha s  been a spec t acu l a r  change i n  
our cavin;; techniques  dur ing  t h e  gea r .  The i n t r o d u c t i o n  of s i n g l e  
rope techniques  has r evo lu t i on i s ed  exp lo r a t i on  of deep 2 o t s  and 
severa l  1:ierlbers have made a  c 'onsiderable investment i n  spec i a l i z ed  
personal  e q u i p e n t .  The c lub  equipment s i t u a t i o n  h a s  a l s o  continued 
t o  improve with t h e  purchase of a cons ide rab le  amount of rope and 
nqw .ladder bags. A c lub  charger  f o r  miners1 cap lamps was b u i l t  by 
B i l l  Lehnann and thanks t o  our qua r t e rna s t e r  has been used very  
e f f  e c t i ve lv .  
S e l eo  S  i e h  The Sp i e l  has now conpleted seven g e a r s  of continuous 
publica i o n  and has r e c e n t l y  requ i red  a  cover and new(netric!) f o r -  *" 
mat. I a m  t , r a t e f u l  t o  pe t e r -  ~ h a 6  who has  been t h e  e d i t o r  and t o  rqy 
'wife Theres;  who has  continued ' t o  cu t  t 'he s t e n c i l s  and t ake  ca r e  of ' 

t h e  d iskxibut ion .  The S p i e l  cont inues  t o  f i l l  a r e a l  need - some 
members even read t h e  forward programe!  Back handed p r a i s e  f o r  our 
pub l i ca t ion  has  coms from a s  f a r  away as South-xus t ra l ia !  
Conservation. This  cont inues  t o  be a major i s s u e  and one i n  which 
t h e  c lub  ha s  not  t aken  a s  much i n t e r e s t  as i t  should. P r ec ip i t ous  
Bluff appears  t o  have been saved from l imestone  mining f o r  t h e  t i n e  
being. The pro2osed s t a t e  r e s e rve  a t  I d a  Bay i s  a t  l a s t  r e c e i v i r g  
s e r i o u s  a t t e n t i o n  frcm t h e  National Parks and Wi ld l i f e  Author i ty  
and a  dec i s i on  can be expected i n  t h e  near  f u t u r e .  The c lub  ha s  
a s s i s t e d  with t h e  g a t i n g  of K i n g  George V Cave a t  Hastings while  
a new chain  and l ock  have been provided f o r  t h e  Exi t  Cave g a t e  
which i s  now being kept  permanently locked. The c lean ing  up of 
camp s i t e s  i n  3 x i t  i s  a n  exanple of p r a c t i c i n g  what w e  2reach. 
In te r -c lub  r e l a t i o n s .  Close t i e s  have been maintained w i th  a  num- 
be r  of mainland c lubs  and a l s o  wi th  t h e  Southern Caving Lociety.  
There i s  t a l k  among t h e  ounger members of working towards a union 
between t h e  two c lubs  an$ t h i s  would imdoubtedly have a nunber of 
advantages. The annual generz l  meeting seens a n  app rop? i a t e  t ime 
t o  t e s t  t h e  f e e l i n g  of t h e  menbership as a whole on t h i s  mat ter .  

(Turn back t o  page 7 p l ea se ) .  


