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Apr i l  14,15 - 

F OR WARD PRO GMidLkiE . 
Apr i l  14  - Saturday: Exp lora t ion  t r i p  t o  Splash Po t ( JF  10) .  

Leader: Phi1  Robinson. 
Weekend: Ex i t .  F r iday  n igh t  s t a r t ,  s t a y  a t  Camp 1. 
Conference Concourse on Saturday. Eas t e rn  exten- 
s i o n  on Sunday. Track narking w i l l  be completed 
( h ~ ~ e f u l l y ) ,  Acting l e ade r :  Andrew Skinner. 
E a s t e r  weekend: Explora t ions  a t  Nontasu i n  N. W. 
Tasmania. Leader: Alber t  Goede. 
Eas t e r  weekend: South Coast. kn easy walking t r i p  
t o  P r ion  Bas, wi th  t h e  opnu r tun i t s  t o  look a t  
limestoncl. a?, Surpr i se  l ay: I f  you" want t o  bludee 
on t h e  South Coast ' S  be s t  beaches,  t h i s  t r i p  i s  a  
must. Acting l e ade r :  Andrew Skinner. 

Apr i l  20-25 - 
A p r i l  28,29 - 

Apr i l  30 - May 4 

May 2  

May 9  - 

Extended   aster weekend: Exploratory t r i p  t o  
Vanishing F a l l s .  Leader: P e t e r  Shaw, 
Weekend: Bruny I s l and .  T r ip  t o  observe c o a s t a l  
landf orns  and i n v e s t i g a t e  seacaves i n  south-east  
of i s l and .  Acting l e ade r :  Andrew 3kinner.  

- Mid-week: King I s l and .  Caves have been repor ted  
i n  t h e  south of t h e  i s l a n d  by l o c a l  farriers. Cost 
$36 r e t u r n  on p lane ,  Push-bike de s i r ab l e .  Acting 
l e ade r :  Andrew Skinner. 
Wedne~day: General meeting a t  Simon and Janet  
Stephens '  p l a ce ,  43 Seaview Ave., Taroona, a t  
8  p.n. S l i d e s  and r e f r e shnen t s  welcone. 
Weekend : Exi t  Cave. Surveying i n  e a s t e r n  extension, 
Beginning of d e t a i l e d  survey of f i r s t  h a l f  mile.  
Acting l e ade r :  Andrew Skinner.  
Weekend: Judds Cavern. I n  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  S & R 
t o  t e s t  r a d i o  l ink-up. Leader: B i l l  Lehnann. 
Wednesday: Wine and Cheese evening a t  Brian and 
J e a n e t t e  S ,  66 Wentworth S t r e e t ,  South Hobart,. 
By popular  demand! Bring your own wine and cheese. 

E d i t o r i a l .  
Progress  cones t o  T C C ,  I n  t h i s  i s s u e ,  you w i l l  f i n d  a n  a r t i c l e  

by Andrew Skinner on h i s  t r a c k  marking a c t i v i t i e s  i n  Ex i t  Cave and 
a t  Mole Creek. Yes, says  my b r a i n ,  t r a c k  na rk ing  i s  very d e s i r a b l e  
t o  p r o t e c t  d e l i c a t e  a r e a s  and preserve  them f o r  f u t u r e  genera t ions  
of cavers  t o  ad-l i re .  Yet,  I f e e l  t h a t  t r a c k  narBing, t o  ne ,  i s  only 
t h e  l e s s e r  of two e v i l s .  I d i s l i k e  see ing  b e a u t i f u l  format ions  
smashed, o r  xar red  by muddy f o o t p r i n t s ;  but I a l s o  d o n ' t  l i k e  the  
i dea  of see ing  s e c t i o n s  fenced o f f ,  i t  smel l s  too  much of t o u r i s t  
caves.  I can see  no a l t e r n a t i v e  and t r a c k  marking must cont inue ,  
but 1'11 nourn t h e  days when I could e n t e r  a  cave and use n 
ment i n  decid ing  where t o  walk. Maybe t h a t ' s  why I an  a n  exp +LJudge-  o re r .  

P e t e r  Shaw. 
MEJYIBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS --m . ARE NOW DIE! ! 

Treasure r ,  B i l l  Lellmam, i s  wa i t ing  wi th  open hands -Go r e l i e v e  
you of t h e  fo l lowing sums of money: 
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. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 
F u l l  heabs..rs ( over 18  yea rs  ) - $ 4.50. 

' ~ u n i o r  xenbers  - $ 2.00. - $ 2.00. Associate  menbers 
F u l l  nenbership inc ludes  # 1.50 c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  A.S.P. and en- 

t i t l e s  one . t o  r ece ive  the..A.S,.F.. New.sletter. J u n i o r  and Associa te  
members wishing t o ' s u b s c r i b e  can do so by paying .an e x t r a  one d o l l a r  
and ' f i f t y  cen t s .  ' 

% 

New Cave Nacles. --. -. -. 
JF 1 4 .  -L Dwarrowdelf. Name suggested by Andrew Pavey of UNSWSS. 

Dwarrowdelf i s  another  naae f o r  Khazad-6un. 

Prospect ive uerlbers. --- 

Welcone t o  t he  fo l lowing prospect ive  members: 
Ray and Conliie bporne, c/o Ber r i eda le  Caravan Park, Be r r i eda l e ,  7011-.. 
Byron Dilworth,  Unit 4 ,  3A Montague St .  , Lenah Valley,  7008. 
J..Gaffey, 1 5  Drown S t r e e t ,  Vest Hobart ,  7000. 
B. Chetwynd, c/o Dept. of Enviromental Design, College of Advanced 

Education, M t .  Nelson, 7005. 
Fiona Skinner ,  c/o Ogi lu ie  Girlsf  Hoste l ,  New Town, 7008. 
Grea S t r i ck l and ,  54 P r ince s s  S t r e e t ,  Sandy Bay, 7005. 
David Nicliols, 84 Kaoota Rd., Rose Bay, 7015. 
Kathryn Medlock, 6  Bellvue Parade, New Town, 7008. 
Leonie Smith, 23 Mt.Stuart  R d . ,  North Hobart ,  7000. 
Stephen J a ~ ; e r ,  Southport ,  7116. 
Wendy Mold, c/o Jane F rank l i n  Ha l l ,  Davey S t r e e t ,  7000. 

Proepcct ive members wishing t o  r e ce ive  f u r t h e r  cop ies  of t h e  
Sp ie l  a r e  asked t o  pay # 1.00 t o  t h e  t r e a s u r e r  before  t h e  next i ssue ,  
This w i l l  be counted a s  t h e i r  en t rance  f e e  when they  j o i n  t h e  club.  

Chan e s  of aC6.ress: 
7- - 

b t  Boul te r ,  11 Sheldon P lace ,  l e s t  Hobart ,  7000. 
Noel White, 3/62 C o l v i l l e  S t r e e t ,  Ba t t e ry  Po in t ,  7000. 

Notice .of  Motion - - Chan{;e of Cons t i tu t ion .  
Notic?&is hepeby {,riven of i n t e n t i o n  t o  amend c l ause  4 of t h e  

c o n s t i t u t i o n  concerning menbership. 
Clause 4  now reads :  "Persons who have a t t a i n e d  t h e  f u l l  aGe of eight+ 
een yea rs  s h a l l  be e l i c i b l e  f o r  o rd ina ry  nenbership and l ~ e r s o n s  under 
t ha t  age but  who have a t t a i n e d  t h e  f u l l  age of s i x t e e n  yea r s  s h a l l  be 
e l i g i b l e  f o r  junior  membershipl1. T 

The proposed arienament r eads  : - 
llPersons who have a t t a i n e d  t h e  f u l l  age of e igh teen  :-ears s h a l l  

be e l i e i b l e  f o r  ord inary  mehbership and married couples  a r e  e n t i t l e d  
t o  family n e ~ i ~ e r s h i p .  Persons under t h a t  age but  who have a t ta inec!  
the f u l l  age of s i x t e e n  yea r s  s h a l l  be e l i g i b l e  f o r  jun io r  nember- 
ship I t .  

Changes w i l l  a l s o  be requ i red  t o  r u l e s  5  and 16. 
Last sentence of r u l e  5  t o  read: 

I1These r;rades of membership s h a l l  enbrace o rd ina ry  and f a i r i l y  members 
( h e r e i n a f t e r  c a l l e d  llrnemberslt) and jun io r  members ( h e r e i n a f t e r  c a l l e d  
juniors1 ' ) .  

Rule 1 6  t o  read: 
" A l l  c l a s s e s  of members s h a l l  be e n t i t l e d  t o  a t t e n d  but  only ordin-  
a ry ,  fami ly ,  a sboc ia te  and l i f e  mebbera s h a l l  be e n t i t l e d  t o  vo t e  
o r  move and second not ions .  
A PROBLEM l--_Y_ OP DET2RIORATION. _ - 

it i s  evlden% t h a t  some of Tasmania's show caves a r e  t l e t e r io ra t -  
ing d'ue t o  use by cavers  and o the r s .  One major p r o b l e l ~  i s  t h e  wi6en- 
i n g  of pathways ac ro s s  f lowstone and o the r  d e l i c a t e  f l o o r s ,  Many 
nainland v i s i t o r s  t o  Exi t  Cave have conmented on t he  imd-equacy of 
narked . t racks .  The d e t e r i o r a t i o n  i s  p r ima r i l y  causeci by t h e  widening 
o f  t r a i l s  on fra[:i le gypswn and moonmilch f l o o r s .  Accor6ingly a 
programrx of t r a i l  d e l i n e a t i o n  has been i n i t i a t e d ;  us ing  r e f l e c t o r -  
ised markers ?laced a t  i n t e r v a l s  of about two metres.  'flit11 a head 
lamp, r e f l e c - t o r s  c o n t r a s t  wel l  wi th  t he  surrounding f l o o r  and t he  
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t r a i l  is e a s i l y  fol lowed.  
Severa l  node l s  of markers have been devised.  The o r i g i n a l  markers 

used by TCC i n  Zxi t  Cave were r a t h e r  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  a s  they  d i d  not 
a t t r a c t  enough a t t e n t i o n ,  v i s i t o r s  s t r a y i n g  o f f  t h e  pathway. Model 1 
cons i s t ed  of a yellow p l a s t i c  s t r i p ,  narked wi th  red  t e x t a  co lour  
and mounted on a ;;alvanised n a i l . ( s e e  i l l u s t r a t i o n ) .  Model 11 was of 
blue p l a s t i c ,  9x3 cm., and a l s o  nounted on a  ga lvanised  n a i l .  Both 
types  were used i n  t h e  h igh  l e v e l  s e c t i o n s  of Ex i t  before  t h e  t a l u s .  
They were placed by Brian C o l l i n  i n  1967-8, and have g r e a t l y  helped 
t o  preserve  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  but  d i d  not  a t t r a c t  enough a t t e n t i o n  t o  
ensure maxinun i2rotection. 

Model 111 was cons t ruc ted  a t  t h e  Has t ings  Hut on Jan.;, 30th,1973. 
Rolled p l a s t i c  was mounted on a ga lvanised  n a i l  and a  2x2 cn. p iece  
of red  r e f l e c t o r  t ape  was placed on t h e  curved su r face .  These were 
placed near  t h e  c a l c i f i e d  mud c racks  i n  Conference Concourse, t h e  - 
Eas te rn  Grand, F i s s u r e ,  t h e  Ballroom and t h e  Collonade. On l a t e r  in -  
s p e c t i o n  t h e  t a p e  h a s  peeled o f f  some of t h e  markers a s  t h e  p l a s t i c  
was curved. The t ape  was too  s n a l l  and no e f f o r t  was made f o r  non- . 
r e f l e c t o r i s e d  u a r k e r s  f o r  t h e  use of v i s i t o r s  without  heaGlamps. 
Without a  headlamp, t h e s e  markers a r e  u s e l e s s .  E d i e l s  Treasure has  
beenlfenced-off1 by use o f  a luniniwn pegs,  about 30 cm. i n  he igh t  
and a  metxe a p a r t .  These were joined t o g e t h e r  wi th  p l a s t i c  tape.  The 
f e n c e s  may h e l p  s ro tec r t  t h e  remaining gypsum needles  i n  t h e  area.. 

The Model 1 V  marker w a s  cons t ruc ted  on t h e  1 8 t h  of March, f o l -  
lowing a dona t ion  of copious q u a n t i t i e s  of r e f l e c t o r  ta:?e by Greg 
I i I i d d l e t o n ( ~ ~ ~ j ) . ; ,  It was cons t ruc ted  of a f l a t  f l a g  of p l a s t i c ,  10x6 
cm., mounted on a n a i l .  Both r e f l e c t o r  t a p e  and b r i g h t l y  coloured 
t a p e  were used on both s i d e s  of t h e  p l a s t i c .  The advantages over 
Model 111 being t h a t  t h e  t a p e  w i l l  no t  peek o f f  as it i s  nounted f l a t ,  
v i s i t o r s  without  a  hea6lamp w i l l  s e e  t h e  non- re f l ec to r i sed  s e c t i o n ,  
t h e  r e f l e c t o r  t ape  i s  much l a r g e r  and obvious,  and t h e  marker i s  
double-side?.. hiodel 1 V  was t e s t e d  and placed i n  Croesus Cave t o  pro- 
t e c t  f lowstone a r e a s  and t o  nark  a mud-free r o u t e  over  t h e  Golden 
S t a i r s .  However, t h i s  system i s  not  q u i t e  adequate  as 1ar;er p l a s t i c  
o r  aluminiwi s i g n s ( s a y  25x25 cm., a t  l e a s t  one per  cave)  need t o  be 
placed iq a n  obvious p o s i t i o n ,  r e q u e s t i n g  v i s i t o r s  t o  fo l low t h e  
narked t r a c k s ,  not  t o  l e a v e  rubb i sh ,  mind your head mate, t a k e  your 
boots  o f f ,  e t c . ,  e t c . ,  e t c e t e r a !  - A PROGMWVLTV'IE OZ' TRACK TJIURKING 

. J- 

&. 
f d a  Bay: ~ s ~ = ~ b ~ i ~ ~ ~  t h a t  t h e  Model 111 markers i n  Ex i t  Cave need 
r e p l a c i n g  a s  t h e y  a r e  q u i t e  inadequate .  However, t h e  n a i l s  can be 
re-used and t h e  h o l e s  a l r e a d y  d r i l l e d  can be used t o  loc7p;e b e t t e r  
markers. Entrance Cave does not  possess  a r e a s  needing such protect ion.  
On a  r e c e n t  t r i p  t o  Croesus i t  was found t h a t  a  brush and a  bucket of 
water were s u f f i c i e n t  t o  remove ca rb ide  s t a i n s ;  perhaps t h i s  should 
be atternptecl i n  E x i t .  
Hastings:  One a r e a  i n  C e n t r a l  Binney wi th  choco la te  f lowstone could 
be marked. 30ne e f f o r t  could be made i n  t h e  Christmas Cave t o  con- 
s t r u c t  a low fence  - s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  i n  E d i e ' s  Treasure - t o  p r o t e c t  
t h e  C r y s t a l  Shower and t h e  Magnificent P ipe t%e .  K i q  George V i s  i n  
need of c l ean ing  up wi th  a  bucket ;  t h e  f lowstone could e a s i l y  be 
r e s t o r e d  wi th  a  few hours  work when t h e  creek  i s  running.;, Subsequent- 
l y  some t r a i l s  could be marked. 
~ u n e e - F l o r e n t i n e :  Welcome S t ranger  must have been a  sp lendid  cave 
be fo re  u s  c a r e l e s s  caver s  broke many of t h e  s t raw s t a l a c t i t e s  a long 
t h e  s t r e a n  and clambered over t h e  upper l e v e l s .  However soae t r a i l  
nark ing  may h e l p  p r o t e c t  what r ena ins .  I f  anybody h a s  any sugges t iom 
of o t h e r  caves i n  Junee-Florent ine i n  need of t h i s  type  of work, 
p lease  con tac t  me. 
Mole Creek: Many caves i n  Mole Creek a r e  s o r e l y  i n  need of some kind 
of p r o t e c t i o n  i n  t h e  form of t r a c k  marking. Here, more t h a n  i n  any 
o t h e r  caving a r e a ,  l o c a l  people Ifhave a look a t  a  few h o l e s u  a t  some 
time i n  t h e i r  l i v e s .  Untrained and unaccustomed t o  t h e  ul~deri,round 
envi ronnent ,  t h e  novice can e a s i l y  do a c c i d e n t a l  dana,;e. A c l e a r l y -  
d e l i n e a t e d  t r a c k  and a n  explanatory  s i g n  may reduce such d e t e r i o r a -  
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t ion .  Croesus has been 1arc;ely cor~:pleted, except f  OP sone c l e a n i w  
up. The markers i n  t h e  Forbidden Ci ty  i n  Kubla Khan should i~ robab ly  
be replaced with t h e  more e f f e c t i v e  r e f l e c t o r s .  A s ign ,  r eques t ing  
boot removal, could be e rec ted  a t  t h e  base of t h e  Pleasure  Done. 
Georgie ls  Hall i s  a l s o  on t h e  sho r t  l i s t  f o r  t r a c k  narking. Wet Cave, 
Westmoreland and Pyramid-Cow Cave have sone a r e a s  wi th  d e l i c a t e  
f l o o r s .  York could be a t t enp t ed  i n  t h e  upstream s e c t i o n  of Herber ts  
Pot ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  Paragon Vaults  a r ea .  S c o t t s ,  Ualdmcks and 
Lyrlds a r e  worthy of r e s t o r a t i o n  work. 

APPEAL FOR lIIT..Ii<IAL AND VORKERS 
1. Future v i s i t s  t o  decorated caves should a t t e n ~ t  t r a c k  narking 

. and genera l  r e s t o r a t i o n  a c t i v i t y .  By i n v o l v i n i  more cavers  i; 
t h i s  work, a g r e a t e r  awareness of t h e  f r a g i l i t y  of t h e  underground 
envirolvnent could be generated.  

2. Mate r i a l s  u rgen t ly  requi red  inc lude  p l a s t i c  f r u i t  ju ice  contain-  
e r s ,  p l a s t i c  i c e  cream con t a ine r s  and galvanised  n a i l s .  E a t e r i a l s  
could be l e f t  with Br ian  C o l l i n  o r  a t  t h e  SCS Clubroocis. 

3 .  A t  p resen t  t he  r e f l e c t o r  t ape  i s  donated by a mainlan?. i ~ h i l a n -  
t h r o p i s t ;  but l o c a l  sourcee a r e  u rgen t l y  needed- 

l 

Andrew Skinner. 7 

SIDE VTET FRONT VIE'v6 

.yellow p l a s t i c ,  
MODEL I ii non- re f l ec to r i sed ,  

; calvanised  n a i l .  

MODEL I1 

MODEL I11 

MODEL I V  

blue p l a s t i c ,  
non-ref l ec to - r i sed  , 
l a r g e r  than  M. I. 

s m a l l  r e f l e c t o r ,  
mounted on r e f l e c t 0  
curved surf  ace ,  

.- 

l a r g e  

. . .  . . . 
. .  - .  i 

coloured ' \ r e f l e c t o r  i 

~ a r d e r s  a r e  drawn approximately t o  sca le .  
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Cauldro-n -2o-L .- - Tackle Requirenents .  
P e t e r  Shaw. 

1. Entrance p i t c h ( 4 1  metres)  
Belay on t r e e  on e a s t e r n  s i d e  of ho le  nea r  number; 50 metre 
n a i n  rope wi th  15  n e t r e  e x t r a  rope a s  t a i l .  One t a c k l e  bag 
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  edge and t h r e e  metres  of rope p r o t e c t o r  f o r  t h e  

.overhan[; t e n  n e t r e s  down. Free  p i t c h  f o r  t h e  r e n a i n i n g  
t h i r t y  metres.  

2. Drop from B i l l ' s  Bypass i n t o  s t ream(8 n e t r e s ) ,  and two s h o r t  cas- 
cades(2  and 4 n e t r e s ) .  Belay on eyebol t  a t  t o p  of clrop i n t o  
s t reai?;  20 metre rope wi th  1 rope p r o t e c t o r  on t h e  i n i t i a l  - 
edge. A l l  a g a i n s t  t h e  wal l .  

3. Chute ~ i t c h ( l 5  n e t r e s )  
Belay on eyebol t  a t  t o p  of drop; 20 metre rope w i t h  two rope 
p r o t e c t o r s ,  one on t h e  i n i t i a l  edge and t h e  o t h e r  f i v e  metres  - 
down a t  t h e  end of t h e  chute .  Wet p i t c h  a g a i n s t  t b e  wal l .  

- 4. Eleven n e t r e  p i t c h .  
Belay on b o l t  a t  t o p  of drop. Hanger r equ i red  f o r  8 i nch  bold ,  
a l s o  t i e - o f f  t o  hold hanger a g a i n s t  rock. No rope p r o t e c t o r s .  
F i f t e e n  n e t r e  rope.  Wet p i t c h  a g a i n s t  t h e  wal l .  

5. Diagonal p i t c h ( l 4  me t res )  
Belay on eyebo l t ,  two metres  back from edge: 20 metre rope 
wi th  two rope p r o t e c t o r s .  Follow l e d g e s  on e a s t e r n  s i d e , o f  

i! i t c h  t o  avoid t h e  water.  Hang rope over  knob a t  t o 2  of p i t c h  
p r o t e c t o r  h e r e ) .  P r o t e c t o r  a l s o  r equ i red  where l3itch becomes 

v e r t i c a l .  Free f o r  l a s t  4 n e t r e s  only. 
6. Four metre cascade. * 

E i ~ h t  n e t r e  rope.  Belay t o  e x t r e n e l y  dangerous looking  boulder 
l e a n i n g  a:;ainst w a l l ( y o u ' l 1  know it when you see  i t ) ;  o r  i f  
you ' re  f e e l i n g  squeamish; put  a b o l t - i n .  No p r o t e c t o r s  r e -  
quired.  

7. Bolt  t r a v e r s e  p i t c h ( 3 5  metres)  
Spectacular  p i t c h  next  t o  w a t e r f a l l .  Free a f t e r  t e n  metres. 
Thirty---seven metre rope.  Belay t o  eyebo l t  a t  head of p i t c h .  
Absei l  s e v e r a l  metres  down rope and t i e - o f f  t o  b o l t  on west- 
e r n  s ide .  Hanger r equ i red .  Absei l  s e v e r a l  more rzetres and 
t i e - o f f  t o  second b o l t .  Hero loop requ i red .  Ensure t h a t  rope 
hanzs on t h e  s i d e  of t h e  knob away from t h e  w a t e r f a l l .  Rope 
p r o t e c t o r  r equ i red  a t  overhang. 

The swzp i s  reached by a crawlway a t  t h e  end of t h e  
chamber. Xxplorat ion p rospec t s  a r e  g r e a t e s t  i n  t h e  d r y  passages 
below t h e  Au Cheval P i t c h .  
8. Au Cheval ~ i t c h ( u p  5 n e t r e s ,  down 15 metres)  

Locatinr; t h e  passage i s  d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  you d o n ' t  kno where i t  
is ;  about halfway down t h e  chamber i n  t h e  l e f t  hand wall .  The 
passa:,e i s  a  narrow s l i t  f i v e  n e t r e s  up from t h e  f l o o r .  C o i l  
h a l a  of a twenty metre rope and t o s s  t h e  c o i l s  i n t o  t h e  pas- 
sage t o  jam it i n  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  passage. P russ ik  U;> care-  
ful ly!!  Belay a 70 metre rope t o  a block of t a l u s  i n  t h e  
main chamber and pass  it up over t h e  l i p  and down %he o t h e r  
s ide .  A t a c k l e  bag i s  necessary  on t h e  l i p .  The l i p  of t h e  
passage i s  a knife-edge wi th  t h e  f i v e  metre d r o l ~  i n t o  t h e  
main cllallber on one s i d e  anu t h e  f i f t e e n  metre drop on t h e  
o ther .  A l l  rock i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  i s  ve ry  f r i a b l e ,  no b o l t s  
o r  pe[;s could be placed.  

TRIP REPO$L'S . -- ., 
Maria I s l a n d  - 15/1/73. R~U&.%- 
Party:  Dave G i l l i e s o n  and Rosie Murphy(UQSS v i s f t o r s ) .  

While walking around t h e  n o r t h e r n  shore  of Maria I s l a n d  we came 
a c r o s s  t h r e e  s m a l l  s e a  caves ,  l o c a t e d  a t  913758 on t h e  hiaria 1:100, 
000 shee t .  They a r e  s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  base of a  west f a c i n ~  c l i f f  of 
conglomerate,  t h e  pebbles  i n  which a r e  around 5 ca. i n  len;, th,  en- 
bedded i n  a l i n y  matr ix .  They a r e  1 0  m. ,20 m. and 40 n. deep, t h e  
sha l lowest  being a t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  end of t h e  c l i f f ,  and a;l;Jear t o  be 
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con t ro l l ed  by t h r e e  ~ a r a l l e l  j o i n t s .  The c l i f f  i t s e l f  i s  about 20 n. 
high ,  and overhangs & i g h t l y , - t h e  l i p  being decorated wi th  sho r t  
s t a l a c t i t e s .  A d ry  v a l l e y  running i n  a NE d i r e c t i o n ,  s i a k s  d i r e c t l y  . 
above. t h e  l a r g e s t  cave. Some s o l u t i o n  p i t t i n g  was not iced  on rocks 
on t h e  headland i m e d i a t e l y  above t h e  caves.  The outcrop of conglom- 
e r a t e  i s  bounded on t h e  west by g r a n i t e ( s t e e p  s l a b s  and deeg gorges )  
and on t h e  e a s t  by grani te(Cape des  Tombeaux and Whaler's Cove). The 
a r e a  i s  o v e r l a i n  by d o l e r i t e .  which i s  exnosed on t h e  beach a t  

Dave goes on t o  p r a i s e  t h e  a t t r a c t i o n s  of IVIaria Islaild and a l s o  
~ J I  desc r ibe  a  mass su i c ide  3f whales on Bloodstone Beach while  they 
were on t h e  i s l a n d ,  but l a c k  of space prevents  f u l l  p r i n t i n g  of th i s .  

Dave Gil lkcson.  

Mole Creek - 24,25/3/73. 
Pa r ty  : Pet e r  Shaw , Phi1 Robinson, Yvonne Co l l i h ( su r f ace  on ly ) .  

~r rned with 500 f e e t  of rope ,  we headed up t h e  v a l l e y  towards 
Execution Pot.  "Half a  mile1! said P e t e r  on s e t t i n g  out .  n i l e N  s a i d  ' 

P h i l i p  when we go t  t h e r e ,  subsequently v e r i f i e d  a s  c o r r e c t  on exami- 
na t i on  of t h e  map. The 300 f t .  of Blue Water was r igced  t o  a s u i t a b l e  
dead t r e e  and t h e  ent rance  p i t c h  of 100 f t .  descended. A p leasan t  
p i t c h  wi th  s eve ra l  l edges ,  with some n ice  f lowstone a t  t h e  bottom. ? 

Where's t h e  szcond p i t c h ?  Toss a  rock down a  ho le  i n  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  
chamber. A loud whoosh in~  no i s e ,  a s  o f ' a  rock f a l l i n g  f r o n  a g r e a t  
he igh t ,  and t h e n  CRASH! That must be t h e  p i t c h .  The remaining 200 f t .  
of Blue Nater was t i e d  o f f  t o  a  j amed  l o g  and lowered down t h e  pi tch;  
and what a  b e a u t i f u l  p i t c h  i t  was. Only 100 f t . ,  a p i t y  i t  wasn't  
longer ,  with snooth flowatone coated w a l l s  and t h e  rope hanging about 
t h r ee  f e e t  out from t h e  wal l .  The s h a f t  w a s  about s i x  f e c t  wide and 
twenty fe :> t  long with superb acous t i c s .  Af t e r  we had both descended, 
admiring t h e  s h a f t  i n  t u r n ,  we examined t h e  s t ream passape which 
formed a  T wi th  t h e  end of t h e  second p i t c h .  A r i f t  on t h e  same l e v e l  
a s  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  p i t c h  became t o o  naryow a f t e r  a hundred and f i f t y '  
f e e t ;  The rena inder  of t h e  rope w a s  used t o  reach t h e  s t r e a n  which 
w a s  blocked by t a l u s  a f t e r  f i f t y  f e e t .  Upstream seve ra l  s h o r t  water- 
f a l l s  were c l inbed by P h i l i p  with t h e  passage s t i l l  goin;; ujyJards. 
u f t e r  com.del;in;: t h e  survey,  we re tu rned  t o  t h e  su r f ace ,  k few de lays  
occurred when Pe t e r  broke a  p russ ik  s l i n g  nea r  t h e  t o p  of t h e  second 
p i t c h ,  and Philiyl turned t h e  a i r  b lue  when t h e  rope got  t a w f l e d  as 
he hauled i t  ui) t h e  t op  p i t ch .  We reached t h e  c a r s  a t  dusk. - 

On Sunday we headed up t o  Dev i l s  Pot f o r  some nore surveyi ry .  . .f 

~ l t h o u g h  t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h  w a s  r a t h e r  e r o t t y ,  t h e  second p i t c h  w a s  - 
another  suyerb p i t c h  wi th  t h e  rope hanging f r e e  s eve ra l  f e e t  from 
the  w a l l  and a thundering w a t e r f a l l  plunging i n t o  t h e  011-sosite s i d e  . 
of t h e  wall .  A few sho r t  climbs i n  p e r f e c t l y  c l e a n  liries'ione l ead  t o  
t h e  t h i r d  p i t c h ,  a  f i f t y  f o o t e r .  Severa l  hundred f e e t  of d ry  passal;e 
brought us out onto t h e  s t r e a n  which emerged from a low ho le  and 
vanished down a  passage about f i v e  f e e t  wide w i th  s i x  inches  a i r  
space. D e f i n i t e l y  a wet s u i t  job. The r e t u r n  t o  t h e  su r f ace  was un- 
even t fu l ,  emele~ing a f t  e r  f i v e  hours  underground. A good weekend 
ove ra l l  i n  Mole Creekb f i n e s t  pots .  
Tackle d 2 t a i l s :  _ .- 
Execution Pot ,  

P i t ch  l - 100 f t , 4  rope p r o t e c t o r s ,  f r e e  f o r  t h e  l a s t  30 f t .  
P i t ch  2 - 110 f t . f r e e  with a  major l edce  a t  100 T t ,  down, 

3  rope p ro t ec to r s .  Belay t o  a jamned lop-, 
P i t ch  3  - 60 f t .  handline.  

Note: A 300 f t .  rope i s  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  a l l  t h r e e  p i t ches .  - - 
Devils  Pot. 

P i t ch  1 - 90 f t . ,  4 rope p r o t e c t o r s , s t e e p  s lope  f o r  f i r s t  
twenty f e e t .  

. P i t c h  2 - 90 f t . ,  2  rope p r o t e c t o r s ,  be lay  t o  lar,.;e l o g  ' 

opposi te  w a t e r f a l l .  
P i t ch  3  - 60 f t . ,  3  rope p r o t e c t o r s ,  be lay  t o  l a r g e  sp ike  

i n  w a l - l .  
An a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  p i t che s  2  a n d 3  i s  t o  descend t h e  passage on t h e  
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lower s i d e  of t h e  ho le  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h .  The s h a f t  i n  t h e  end 
of t h i s  passage should &ive  a 70 t o  80 f t .  f r e e  drop i n t o  t h e  cham- 
be r  a t  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  t h i r d  p i t ch .  A b o l t  may be necessary  as a 
belay. Pe te r  Shaw. 
Mole Creek - 24,25/3/73. 
Par ty :  Andrew Skinner(Acting l e a d e r ) ,  Ros B e l l ,  Fiona Skinner ,  Jose- 
phine ~ e a s l i p ( C ~ ~ ~ ~ ) ,  Jenny Forsyth(TUMC) , Pe t e r  Konyshan(l1LM!), Kath- 
r yn  Medlock( SCS) , and t h r e  nembers of t h e  Tas. Uni. Geo,:ra;)hical Soc- 
i e t y  - Vincent Smith, Roger Kellaway and Michael Pat ten .  
CROESUS CAVE ( 8a turday ) 
-yrived i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  and f i n a l l y  assembled a t  t h e  Wet 
Caves camp s i t e  a t  1190 hours.  The p a r t y  l e a d e r  had only been t o  
Croesus twice ,  and both t imes a t  n i g h t ;  hence he had only a very fog- 
gy memory of near  which b r i d t ~ e  on t h e  Mersey Croesus w a s  l oca ted .  
The pa r t y  ~ r o c e e d e d  f i r s t  t o  Union ~ r i d g e ( o o p s !  ) thence t o  ~ i e n a ( o o p s  
again! ) ;  f i n a l l y  t o  t h e  cement br idge(ahh,  t h i s  i s  it! ). The cave was 
entered a t  1300 hours.  The present  ga t e  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  u s e l e s s  a s  i t  
can be entered  a t  t h r e e  p l ace s ;  t h e  Club should a t t e a p t  t o  ensure 
b e t t e r  p r o t e c t i o n  with a s t r onge r  g a t e .  The vandal who ha s  been ac- 
t i v e  i n  t h e  a r e a ( 1 a t e s t  Southern Caver, a r t i c l e  by J!ilil.Cole) has  not 

P- been t o  Croesus s ince  Jan.27th a s  no f u r t h e r  damage had been done. 
The f i rs t  place ' lent  of r e f l e c t o r i s e d  markers w a s  opposi te  t h e  "Snow 
Bankv, i n  a n  at tempt t o  keep v i s i t o r s  away from t h e  white  flowstone. 
Xhi ls t  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  p a r t y  placed t h e  markers,  t h e  leader(who was 
wearing a wet s u i t )  cleaned p a r t  of t h e  f lowstone with a na i l -brush  
and bucket. ']_'he r e s u l t s  were not r e a l l y  encouragiwf a s  sorle of t h e  
nud i s  c a l c i f i e d  and d i l u t e  ac id  may be neededto remove t h e  s t a i n s .  
Three o the r  a r e a s  before  t h e  Golden S t a i r s  were a l s o  narked,  t o  
prevent v i s i t o r s  from walking on t h e  f lowstone and gours ,  I n  each 
a r e a  t h e  f o r n a t i o n  i s  e a s i l y  bypassed, e i t h e r  by walkin2 i n  shallpw 
water o r  c l anber ing  over a s m a l l  t a l u s  p i l e .  The Masterlock was t r a -  
versed by us ing  t h e  l e a d e r  a s  a human s tone  and t r e ad ing  on h i s  head 
while he t r od  water.  The Golden S t a i r s  a l s o  were marked t o  keep v i s -  
i t o r s  away f r o n  t h e  mud a t  t h e  t o p  and t h e  upstream end. Af t e r  a 
sho r t  lunch a t  t h e  upstream ext remi ty  of t h e  decorated s e c t i o n  of the 
cave, t h e  p a r t y  made i t s  way back t o  t h e  en t rance  c lean ing  off  nore 
flowstone a r e a s  on t h e  way. Res to r a t i ve  work remaining i s  t h e  Snow 
Bank and small a r e a s  of f lowstane  i n  upper l e v e l s .  Two d r u m  and 
misc. p i ece s  of wire nea r  t h e  Masterlock should be renoved. The 
pa r t y  re turned a t  1630 hours ,  a f t e r  a s a t i s f y i n g  5& hour t r i p .  
K I N G  SOLOi1;ON --p CAm( Sunday) 
Af te r  a very  s l ugc i sh  s t a r t  on Sunday morning, combined wi th  c a r  
t r oub l e ,  t h e  > a r t y  went on t h e  1400 hour i n s p e c t i o n  of K i n ; 3  Solomon. 
Unfortunately l i t t l e  of t h e  cave was observed as t h e  w i r i n g  caught 
f i r e .  A t  t h e  t ime Caves Guide Ches ter  Shaw had a bus p a r t y  i n  t h e  
cave, t oge the r  wi th  us .  When t h e  l i g h t s  f a i l e d ,  a l l  cavers  had he l -  
n e t s  but only one . to rch .  However, t h e  t o u r i s t s  were s a f e l y  escor t -  
ed out before  ch lo r i ne  fumes engulfed t h e  cave. The l e a d  wir ing  i n  
King Solonoii has  not been replaced s i nce  World War 1, hence it was 
i n  bad r e p a i r .  It i s  hoped t h a t  i t  i s  renewed wi th  p l a s t i c  lead .  
Both Maracooya and Newdegate have been re-wired r ecen t l y .  The s i t u a -  
t i o n  i n  K i n g  Solonon i s  agzravated by t h e  c lo se  proxir!~i ty of wir ing 
t o  t h e  t o u r i s t  r ou t e  and by t h e  s m a l l  dimensions of t h e  cave. 
HASTINGS NETYDEGATE CAVE 1/4/73 
(Condensed) Andrew Skinner took a p a r t y  of cavers  and p rospec t ives  
on a whirlwind t o u r i s t  type t o u r  of t h e  cave,  and a l s o  renoved rub- 
b i sh  and took photographs. Andrew Skinner. 
P.S. Andrew wants a p a r t y  of about 1 0  t o  c a r r y  a s c a l i n g  pole  anr2 
survey H e l l ' s  Half Acre. He a l s o  knows of l o t s  more h o l e s  t h a t  need 
looking a t .  
On page 8 i s  a p l an  and s e c t i o n  of Cauldron Pot.  For t r i p  r e p o r t  
p lease  see  l a s t  months Sp i e l .  

PLEASE PAY MEMBERSHIP FEES NOW! ! 
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Cauldron  Pot .  
Plan.  CRG 1 V .  

P a r t y :  P. Shaw,F.Hobinson, S. Nicholas .  
10/3/7 3 L.Gleeson & C.Harris. 

Depth 263 g. (862  f t .  ) 
'Length 350 u. 

. A + A  
O . S m  )( 1.5 m .  

----- ----- Grade 1 s k e t c h .  
P. Shaw. 

Cauldron  Pot .  200 - 

S.W. - N.X. approx.  f -  

225 - . . 

2'50 - 

263% 


