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FORWARD PROGRAMME 

May 9 - Wednesda : Wine and Cheese evening a t  Brian and 
d s  place ,  66 Wentworth S t r e e t ,  South Hobart. 
Bring your own wine and cheese. 

May 10 - Thursda : University Revue S i l v e r  Nickers ". Late 
n?-= oo lnps  acceptable contact  Therese Goede o r  Albert 
Goede (Ph. 23 0561 ext .  415 o r  leave nessa-re f o r  him 
with t h e  secre ta ry  of  t he  Geography ~ e ~ t . 7  Payment 
t o  Therese by Wednesday 9th. $ 2 per person. 

May 12/13 - leekend: Hastings. Only f o r  those dedicated t o  sur- 
veying. Leader: Andrew Skinner. 

May 1 6  L. Wednesda : Prec ip i tous  Bluff Court Hearing. Mineral + 01 ings  w i l l  appeal aga ins t  t h e  dec i s ion  of the  
Mining Warden. Hobart Suprene Court. 

May 19/20 - Weekend: Mole Creek. Conbined t r i p  with SCS. On Sat- 
urday c o l l e c t  bugs i n  Marakoopa 1. On Sunday through 
t r i p  Georgie ts  Hall - Wet Cave - o r  Pyranid Cave. 
Leader: Andrew Skinner. 

May 26/27 - Weekend: Exit Cave, Ida Bay, May start Fridaynight 
t o  Canp 1. Digging t r i p  t o  excavate bed of small 
creek meeting main stream passage south of Grand 
Fissure.  Possibly a l s o  Conference Concourse. 
Leader: Albert Goede. 

May 28 - June 1 - Monday t o  Fridag:(or  f o r  f i r s t  2 days only). 
W R I A  - ~ S U N D . T O  inves t iga t e  caves reported by David 
Gi l l i e son  (UQSS), c o l l e c t  i n s e c t s ,  c l i n b  M t .  Maria(?) 
map abandoned sewers under Darlington, look a t  base 
of l imestone c l i f f s .  Leader: kndrew Skinner. 

June 3 Sunda : Day t r i p  t o  w-le, Hastings. d: Andrew Skinner. 
June 6 m Wednesday: General nee t ing  a t  Albert  and Theresets  

house, 8 Bath S t r e e t ,  Bat tery  Point,  at 8 p.m. 
s l i d e s  and re f reshnents  welcbme. 

- 

J u n e 1 7  - Sunday: Day t r i p  t o  Junee or  Florentine.  Leader: 
Albert Goede. 

July  15-24 - Noel Rawlinson f r o n  Jenolan w i l l  be i n  Tasmania f o r  
an  extended t r i p  t o  Exi t  and a l s o  t r i p s  t o  Junee and 
Mole Creek. 

EDITORIAL. 
Conservation i s  a premier i s sue  i n  Tasnania (no pun intended) 

and i s  perhaps a p r i n c i  l e  t h a t  cavers could apply nore t o  t h e i r  
work. Mineral Holdings t! Aust ra l ia )  a r e  appealing t h i s  month agains t  
t he  d e c i s i o n  by the  mining warden a t  Devonport t o  d isa l low an  ex- 
p lo ra t ion  l i cence  f o r  l i nes tone  a t  Prec ip i tous  Bluff.  It i s  l i k e l y  
t h a t  the  a p l ~ e a l  t o  t he  Suprene C n u r t  w i l l  be unsuccessful.  

The TCC proposal f o r  a S t a t e  Reserve f o r  Exi t  Cave has  been 
temporari ly blocked by a measure of opposi t ion from fores*ry i n t e r -  
e s t s .  The Reserve proposal and subsequent negot ia t ions  have been a 
long and thankless  job f o r  Albert Goede and perhaps a pos i t i ve  re- 
sult can be expected soon. Another proposal t o  develop Exit  Cave 
f o r  t o u r i s n  was submitted t o  t he  government s eve ra l  months ago by 
Michael Hodi;.ria5, MLC, on behalf of S tua r t  Gmble and J i n  Casey and 
a s s i s t e d  by Roy Skinner. 

Kevin Kiermn summarises t o u r i s n  w e l l  i n  h i e  conclusion i n  a n  
a r t i c l e  published i n  "Southern Caver", vo1.4, no.3: 
"Tourist  caves a r e  one of t h e  few th ings  t h a t  cavers have going f o r  
them, one of the  few ways of g e t t i w  the  cave nessage ac ros s  t o  t he  
publ ic ,  if t h e  cave i s  presented and in t e rp re t ed  wisely, Some look 
upon openin(: a cave f o r  tourism a s  a s a c r i f i c e .  Let us ins tead  look 
upon it a s  an  investnent  i n  the  f u t u r e ,  and a r e a l  advance i n  con- 
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Thi.s y e a r  I i n t e n d  t g  i n c l u d e  a t  l e a s t  .one, : p r e f e r a b l y  ~ J V Q ~ , , : - ; . ~ .  

' articl 'e 's '  i n  .each' i s s u k  o f  ' t h e  .Sp i ie l .  You a r e  - i n v i t e d  t o  con.t;r,i'tsg$-9: l,. 
but. , .do ,-not  nake t h e  a r t i c l e  t o o  long .  T h i s  non th  we p u b l i s h  P a r t  l, 
i n  a  s e r i e s  on Cave Fauna b y  A l b e r t  Goede and  a l s o  an i n t e r e s t i n g  ...' 
r e p o r t  on t h e  Mole Creek ~ime..'Works:. by .Prank Brown. 

5 . . . . Andrew Skinner .  
Club and Caving News.. . 

.. 

+ u t  t h e  l a s t  ~ e n e c a l  Meet ing  ~ t u a r t  Wrnb1.e was e l e c t e d  a f u l l  
member: ' o f  t h e  C l u b  ..and. Andsew S k i n n e r  w a s  e l e c t e d  a Pa r ty .  Leader* , , 

+ j :  Th.e , F i r s t  Aus t ra la : s , i sn  Corxfererye o n .  Cave ..Touri-sm w i l l  be spon- 
sored  by t h e  ASP a t  Caves House.,. J e n o l a n  dur ing .  t h e  p e r i o d  10-13th 
J u l y  ... Ta ' ta l  . c o s t  ' t o  a n d -  from Sydney A i r p o r t  i s  f.rom $49.50. Bookings 
t o  John,Dunkley,  22/53 A l i c e  . S . t r e e t ,  Wiley Parlc, 2195. F u r t h e r  in- 
f o r n a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  f . ron .  Roy . Skinner.,  . . .  

+ The T o u r i s t  Dept . .  a t  Hast5ngs have f o r n u l a t e d  a new p o l i c y  ':on' 
a c c e s s  t o  g a t e d  c a v e s '  on  : the  Reserve.  Keys v!,i l , l  . o n l y  be g i v e n  t o .  
p a r t y . l & a d e r s  o f  SCS and TCC,. .A l i s t  of , c u r r e n t  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  w i l l  
be s e n t  t o  Hastings. This  .ar rangement  . shou ld  a l s o a p p l y  t o  E x i t  Cave. 
+ ' A ' s t a r t  h a s  b e e n t n a d e  . on renova&ions  t o .  t h e ,  has tin;;^ Hut. w i t h  . a : 
hew l o c k  and key-(kept . a t  t h e  Su.peri~tenden?s h o u s e ) ,  a d o n a t i o n ' b o x  
and some cave naps..- . - .. A nolt ice h a s  a l s o  been e r e c t e d .  I f  p a i n t  c a n  be 
ob ta ined  cheap ly ,  sone nembers, o f ,SCS  h a v e : o f f e r e d  t o  h e l p  i n  p a i n t -  
ing '  t h e  i n t e r i o r  ,. t-h.e,. roof cznd . the . ,  t ank .  , . . . 

+ :Correspondence:  h a s  been receiv:ed f rom,  S65 e x p r e s s i n g  concern  "' 

about . . . : the .  d a ~ e r s  o f  . two-nan ..tr.ips .. t h a t  T C C :  have he ld .  Whilst t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  i:s, r a t h e r . - \ d i f  f e r . e . ~ t . : , r l i t h  SRT , t h i s  a d v i c e  should  be heeded. 
+ UNSWSS v i s i t o r  Chris  ? i s h e r h a d  a few c o n n e n t s - a b o u t  t h e  q u a l i t y  
of1: 'TC'CNB , s e a r  i n  t h e  l d t  e s t i  i s s u e  o f  ' : S p a ~ l . ~  , . 7 

. , : . ; ".. :; .TCCm,, so 1 am t o l d , , ~ ~ d ~ t h g , ~ g g r  o the ' fc lubs  amp, . . .' t h k y - - . k f  :?er f rom r e g u l a r  ladr ier  . f a i l u r e s  e t  c .  . :. . !.,lf, 
. DiddWis, C h r i s  ,: bri.:ng your  own. next ,  t i n e .  

+ The- 1 a t e . s t  '!N8rgun1I ;: .PSA Newsle-,bter, h a s  vol&nous t r i p  r e p o r t s  
of t h e  A u s t r a l i a  Day %rig: f ~ : - ~ a z a d - d u n .  . . 

Lou F i l l i a n s  conc ludes  '!We spen-b 30 h o u r s c a d r i g  and 1 0  h o u r s  s l e e p -  
$*. - ' a  y e a l l y  good {va lue  f o r  noneg cav ing  t r i p .  B r i a n  C o l l i n  and . . .  . .  

h i s  h e l p e r s  are. t o  be !.congratulalted. 'on some" ' f iner '  or ; ;anisat ion of 
. . .  26 tro[:s. l '  . . . . 

+ ~ h a q q e  .of addres 's :  
A s  of May 25 Andrew Sk inne r  w i l l  be  r e s i d i w  at  2/62 C o l v i l l e  s t r e e t ,  
B a t t e r y  P o i n t ,  7000. - . ,-- -- 
+ C o r r e c t i o n  t o  nap  of Cauldron Pot .  

Th i s  nap pub l i shed  i n  ~ ~ e l y ~ p i e l  No.78(page 8 )  should  bg 
c o r r e c t e d  by t u r n i n g  th6 True North arrow clockwise th rough  28 i 
When magnetic b e a r i n g s  wer'e conve r t ed  t o  t r u e  b e a r i n g s  t h e  rrragrrcitic 
d e v i a t i o n  of 14O was a c c i d e n t l y  s u b t r a c t e d  i n s t e a d  of added,  3 
SUBSCRIPTIUNS 

For t h o s e  nenbe r s  who have no t  y e t  pa id  t h e i r  subscription fox  
1973-74 t h i s  w i l l ' d e f j . n j . t e l y ' b e  -- -,-&L t h e  l a s t  i s s u e  o f  t h e  S p i e l  t h e y  
w i l l  r e c e i v e ,  B i l l  Lehuann w i l l  b$ p l ea sed  t o  t a k e  your  poney or 

- p o s t  your  cheque t o  t h e  c l u b  box. P u l l  members $4.50~ P a n i l y  member- 
s h i p  $7.00, J u n i o r  and A s s o c i a t e  nenbe r s  $2.00. 

If t h e r e  i s  a c r o s s  

i n  t h i s  s q u a r e  

you a r e  UITFINANC1A.L 6!! 
Suppo~rt  a needy o r g a n i s a t i o n  today  - p l e a s e  pay. A 
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MOLE CREEK LIME WORKS 

On t h e  24th February, 1973, I took a  par ty  f r o n  the  l o c a l  branch 
of t h e  Royal Austra l ian  Chemical I n s t i t u t e  t o  v i s i t  t he  David Mit- 
c h e l l  Es ta te  L t d .  Line Works a t  Mole Creek. I n  naking arrangenents 
f o r  t he  t r i p  I had l e t  i t  be known t h a t  I was a l s o  a  seabcr  of t he  
TCC. I had paid two v i s i t s  t o  t he  s i t e ;  one i n  May 1972 and t h e  o ther  
i n  January, 1973. On both occasions I was t r ea t ed  with courtesy by 
everybody I spoke t o  on the  s i t e ,  even though I a r r ived  a t  a  r a t h e r  
busy t i n e  on t h e  f i r s t  occasion. The manager, M r .  Mike McBain, was 
qu i t e  keen t o  show our pa r ty  around and arrangenents f o r  t h e  inspec- 
t i o n  were nade with a  nininun of bother.  

The f i r s t  view of t he  s i t e  i s  very inpress ive .  I consider 
quar r ies  genera l ly  t o  be about t he  biggest  eye sores  i n  t h e  country 
on t h e  l e v e l  with rubbish dunps and b i l l  boards. A t  t h i s  s i t e  how- 
ever,  t he  zininun nunber of t r e e s  have been r e ~ o v e d  and sone poplars 
have a c t u a l l y  been planted. There a r e  sound reasons f o r  this conser- 
va t ion ,  i f  you w i l l  excuse the  pun. A l s o  t h e r e  i s  the  p r a c t i c a l  
aspect t h a t  t he  t r e e s  he lp  pro tec t  people and property by o f t en  
stopping the  odd f l y i n g  rock, which i s  a  hazard i n  l i nes tone  nining, 
Naturally thc  vege ta t ion  helps  reduce e ros ion  and a i d s  i n  nainta in-  
ing the  roads and t r acks  i n  the  a rea  and reducing the  sloppy nud 
which i s  a f e a t u r e  of t h e  quarr ies .  Las t ly ,  a s  M r .  McBain pointed 
out ,  i t  i s  nuch n icer  t o  work anong the  guns. There i s  one g lor ious  
exanple of conservation,  where a  t r e e  has been l e f t  very c lose  t o  a  
conveyor b e l t .  I n  a high wind t h e  b e l t  i s  threatened and the  i n s t a l -  
l a t i o n  of nore p lan t  w i l l  n eces s i t a t e  t he  removal of t h i s  t r ee .  The 
whole s i t e  i s  a  marvellous example of p r a c t i c a l ,  working conservat ion 

The conl)any i s  pr imari ly  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  the  highest  qua l i t y  
l ines tone  i.e. high percentage of CaCO t o  produce high percentage 
CaO. This type of rock occurs i n  a  poc 2 e t  on the  s i t e  i n  an  a n t i -  
c l i ne .  The low q u a l i t y  rock, nixed with c lay  i s  being used by the  
Fores t ry  Co;mission on the  Merszy Road. This neans t h a t  t he re  i s  
l i t t l e  wasta.ge and dunping and a l s o  t h a t  t h e  Comiission has not had 
t o  quarry i n  t he  Mersey Valley limestone a rea ,  Of the  CaO produced, 
80% i s  being used i n  po l lu t ion  con t ro l  work, na in ly  n e u t r a l i s a t i e n  
of ac id  waste. What i s  being done with the  r e s u l t i q  ca lc iun  s a l t s  
i s  another s to ry ,  and I would apprec ia te  any in fo rna t ion  regarding 
5 h i s  aspect! This quoted f i g u r e  of 80% has had a  g rea t  inf luence on, 
ny way of thinking.  Personally I would r a t h e r  l o s e  a couple of caves 
than have ny food and a i r  supply contaminated, The company i s  a l s o  
s u p p l y i q  ground limestone t o  f a r n e r s  and l i n e  f o r  t h e  paper m i l l s .  
The l a t t e r  have closed down some of t h e i r  p l a n t s  as 7" r e s u l t  of the  
bui ld ing of t h e  Mole Creek plant .  Transport of t h e  l i n e  i s  by tanker 
and trucks. 

The k i l n  i s  a v e r t i c a l  o i l  f i r e d  model with the  l i n e  being 
ground and piped t o  a  s i l o  f o r  s torage.  I n  my e s t i m t i o n  t h e  process 
i s  renarkably c lean,  with a  nininun of dust  and smoke. The 2 lan t  
employs 15 nen and of course suppl ies  work f o r  severa l  l o r r y  dr ivers .  

Conclusion 
I n  t h e  above few words I have t r i e d  t o  ob jec t ive ly  repor t  on 

the  lineworks a t  Mole Creek and I bel ieve t h a t  a  s incere  2t%empt i s  
being nadc a t  t h i s  s i t e  t o  run a  t i d y  operation. Unfortunately f o r  
cavers ,  l i x s t o n e  i s  a  very important n a t e r i a l  i n  our socie ty .  I 
would be only too happy i f  t he re  was no operat ion of t h i s  type a t  
Mole Creek but I f e e l  we nust  be pragnatic.  I can see n o t h i q  t o  be 
gained by waring a canpaign aga ins t  David Mitchell  Es t a t e  and A.P.P,M. 
t o  h a l t  mininp. I bel ieve t h a t  t he  bes t  way t o  handle t he  s i t u a t i o n  
i s  t o  make f r i e n d s  with the  management now, and i n  10,  20, 30 years 
when they requi re  another h i l l ,  we can say "Please don ' t  go here ,  
here  o r  herei1 and I bel ieve t h a t  they w i l l  l i s t e n  and co-operate. ; 

I f  we wade i n  waving rtachetes, p i ton  harmers, "Save Nlole Creekw 
banners ancl s in i , le  shares ,  we w i l l  ge t  n ice  expensive cour t  ac t ions  
and we w i l l  ui?set t he  l o c a l  people. I consider t he  l a t t e r  t o  be very 
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inpor tant .  We p o b a b l y  have the  bes t  working r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  l o c a l  
farmers and cave guides i n  the  whole of Austra l ia .  I would hate t o  
fou l  i t  up and l o se  t h e i r  co-operation i n  cave f ind ing ,  csnping and 
rescue operations. A l s o  I believe t h a t  any conpany t h a t  nakes a n  
effor*  t o  p r a c t i s e  conservation should be praised t o  t h e  sk i e s ,  jus t  
a s  any f o u l ,  po l lu t ing  f ac to ry  should be danned. 

The s i t u a t i o n  e x i s t s .  A mi l l i on  d o l l a r  operat ion i s  i n  operation. 
Let us a c t  i n  such a  nanner t h a t  t he  conpany has  t o  t r e a t  us i n  a  
gen t l enmly  fash ion  and not accuse us of being "Those caving ratbags'! 

Frank 
TASMANIAN CAVE FAUNA. 

by Albert and Therese 

Par t  I - Introduction.  

C. Brown (TCCNB) 

Goede. 

Like so nany o ther  cavers we spent qu i t e  a few years  crawling 
around i n  czves without r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  nany of t h e n  a r e  f a r  f r o a  
being the  l i v e l h s s  voids which they appear t o  be a t  first; s igh t .  
True, l ike  nost  o f  you, we had seen cave-crickets  and Cave Spiders,  
espec ia l ly  near cave entrances,  but beyond t h a t  t he re  seened l i t t l e  
b i f e  t o  be found. We knew t h a t  i n t e r e s t i w  cave faunas were presenb n 

i n  caves elsewhere i n  t he  world but i t  was only when we began look- 
ing c lose ly ,  s t i nu la t ed  by requests  f r o n  people wanting t o  study 
pa r t i cu l a r  groups, t h a t  a l l  kinds of s n a l l  but i n t e r e s t i n g  animals 
s t a r t e d  t o  cone t o  l i g h t .  We were not the  f i r s t  t o  becone in t e re s t ed  
i n  Tasmania's cave fauna. A s  e a r l y  a s  1884 Higgins and Pet terd  had 

. described t h e  Tasnanian Cave Spider(Hicknania t rog lodytes )  f ron  a  
cave i n  the  Mole Creek area .  I n  1910 Lea described severa l  cave in -  
habi t ing b e e t l e s  f r o n  caves a t  Ida Bay and Mole Creek including 
Idacarabus t roglodytes  f r o n  Mystery Creek Cave which f o r  near ly  
hal f  a  century renained the  only t r u l y  cave adapted an ina l  known 
f ron  Austra l ia .  

Caves provide a  very s p e c i a l  h a b i t a t  and a r e  usua l ly  divided 
i n t o  th ree  zones. F i r s t ,  a s  you e n t e r  t he  cave, i s  the  tw i l igh t  
zone-where sone l i g h t  i s  present  and green p l a n t s  can s t i l l  crow. 
Then we en tc r  the  dark zone where l i g h t  i s  absent.  This zone i s  , 
sonetimes Civided i n t o  a  t r a n s i t i o n a l  zone, where da$ly va r i a t ions  
i n  tenperature  and hunid i ty  a r e  s t i l l  f e l t ,  and a  t r o g l i c  zone where 
the  tenperature  v a r i e s  very l i t t l e  throughout t he  year and where the  
hwid i . t y  i s  always high. The t r u e  cave an ina l s  occur i n  t h e  t r o g l i c  -? 

zone Since l i g h t  does not pene t ra te  and the  a i r  i s  always hurlid t h e i r  , L 

eyes nay bc reduced o r  even absent and they a r e  much th inner  skinned 
than t h e i r  cousins outside.  Pignents which pro tec t  an ina l s  outs ide  
f r o n  the  sun ' s  r a d i a t i o n  have o f t en  been l o s t  and nany cave an ina l s  
a r e  l i g h t  coloured o r  even white. Instead they have developed t h e i r  
senses of heariqy,  s n e l l  and touch t o  a high degree t o  f i n d  t h e i r  
way around. They of ten  have slender bodies with long f e e l e r s  and 
spec ia l  h a i r s  t o  " f ee l f r  t h e i r  way around. k keen sense o f  s n e l l  i s  
e s s e n t i a l  i n  order t o  f i n d  food o r  a nate.  

Food i n  o u r  caves i s  usual ly  scarce and t h e  supply v a r i e s  enor- - .  mously. A l l  an ina l s  u l t i n a t e l y  der ive  t h e i r  food f r o n  p l a n t s  and 
s ince  green p l an t s  cannot grow i n  caves a l l  food has t o  be broupht 
i n  from outskde. I n  nany p a r t s  of t h e  world b a t s  play an inpor tan t  
r o l e  .because while they breed and l i v e  i n  caves i n  l a r g e  colonies  . 
they go outs ide  a t  night  t o  feed on f l y i n g  in sec t s .  Bat guano and 
dead ba t s  provide a  l a r g e  food supply. I n  Tasnania therc  a r e  no cave- 

. inhabi t ing bats .  Nest food i s  brought i n  during f loods  i n  the  f o r n  
of organic debr is .  A l i t t l e  i s  a l s o  provided by an ina l s  f a l l i n g  down 
f i s s u r e s  and s h a f t s  and by droppings f r o n  some of the  l m g e r  a n i ~ i a l s  
which occasional ly  v i s i t  caves such a s  wombats, o s s u . ~ s  ancl platypus. 
Cave c r i c k e t s  a l s o  play a p a r t  s ince  they o f t e n  f i ve  i n  lar{;e colo- 
n i e s  near cave entrances and go,,outside a t  ni{.;ht t o  feed. Their 
carcasses ,  d u w  and eggs becooe'a food supply f o r  o ther  cave a n i n a l s  

Aniuals found i n  caves a r e  usua l ly  diyided i n t o  th ree  groups 
by cave b io log i s t  S: 

l - - -- - * .  

- 
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( i>  Tro{;loxenes. - Animals which u s u a l l y  l i v e  on t h e  su r f ace  buh a r e  

a c c i d e n t l y  found i n  caves.  Some may have becone t r a p p d  t h e r e  
o r  were washed i n  by f l oods .  Others may have been a t t r s c t e d ' b y  
t h e  n o i s t u r e  and darkness.  They can not  pcrrianently l i v e ,  feed  
and reproduce i n  caves. 

( i i )  Troclophi les .  u n i n a l s  which can l i v e ,  f eed  and re:,;roduce i n  
caves but  they  a r e  a lso found i n  dark ,  hunid p laces  i n  t h e  
out s i d e  world. 

( i i i )  Troglobi tes .  They a r e  t h e  t r u e  cave animals  and have becone so  
adapted t o  t h e  cave env i romen t  t h a t  they  can no longer  l i v e  
anywhere e l s e .  They a r e  never found a t  t h e  surface .  

Trog lob i t e s  a r e  t h e  nos t  i n t e r e s t i n g  group t o  s tudy because they  t e l l  
us somethin[; about t h e  way i n  which a n i n a l s  become adaijtcd t o  l i v i n c  
i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  env i romen t .  Some of them a r e  l i v i n g  f o s s i l s  whose 
ances to r s  - once su r f ace  dwel le r s  - have long s i nce  d ied  out .  They 
have becone p r i sone r s  of t h e  cave system i n  which they  l i v e .  However, 
s i nce  t hey  a r c  n o s t l y  very  s n a l l  t hey  a r e  o f t e n  a b l e  t o  nake use of 
connect ions between caves t h a t  a r e  i n a c c e s s i b l e  t o  us.  They a r e  a l -  
ways confined t o  one l i a e s t o n e  a r ea .  The b e s t  Tasnanian exanple a r e  
t h r e e  mall b e e t l e s  belonging t o  t h e  genus Idacarabus.  They occur i n  
caves a t  Hnst ings,  I da  Bqy and P rec ip i t ous  ~ l u f f  but  each of t he  
t h r e e  caving areas,$ag i t s  own spec ies .  No Idacarabus b e a t l e s  have 
ever  been found on t h e  su r face .  

A l l  our Tasnanian cave spec i e s  a r e  s n a l l  i n v e r t e b r a t e  an ina l s .  
I n  o the r  p a r t s  of t h e  world - p a r t i c u l a r l y " i n  Europe 2nd t h e  United 
S t a t ~ s  - sonc of t h e  h i g h e r ' a n i n a l s  such as f i s h  and salarzanders 
have a l s o  becone t r u e  cave dwel lers .  

Co l lec t ing  by ourse lves  and o t h e r s  i n  r e cen t  yea r s  has  brought 
t o  l i g h t  an extens ive  and i n t e r e s t i , ~  cave fauna  and i n  f u t u r e  i s sues  
of t h e  S p i e l  we hope t o  d i s c u s s  i nd iv idua l  groups to{;ether with h i n t s  
on how t o  c o l l e c t  them. * . . . . * . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Sea Cavirq nid  March '73. 
Phi1  ~ob inson(convenor ,  s t i r r e r ) ,  Glen Kowalik, Chr is  Rathbone and 
Pe t e r  Shaw. 

The spec t acu l a r  206' Tasnan Arch down on t h e  peninsula  i s  one 
of t h e  s t a t e ' s  s tandard t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n s .  With 300' Blue Water, 
r appe l  r acks  and j m a r s  a  a a y l i g h t  descent  seened a ve ry  s i n p l e  and 
a t t r a c t i v e  p ropos i t ion .  One Sa t .  norni-ng we drove down and looked 
over t h e  edge. "Hell!'.Those waves a r e  bi{;. It was intcncled %o hanc 
t h e  rope r i i ;h t  i n  t h e  n idd l e  of t h e  sea  a r ch  g iv ing  a f r e e  f a l l  of 
some 180'  below t h e  head wal l .  This  was soon d ive r t ed  t o  one s i d e  so 
we could land on a  wave cu t  p l a t f o r n .  The drop w a s  s t i l l  f r e e .  The 
rope w a s  t i e d  t o  a t r e e  and wel l  p r o t e c t e d ( o r  so  we thou:;ht). Glen 
donned h i s  b r i g h t  orange J . B .  (showman) and w a s  kicked over  t h e  edge 
j u s t  a s  t h e  f irst  bus load  of t o u r i s t s  a r r i v e d .  ltOohs ... Aahs...etc!l 
Most of t h e  n i t s  thought we were climbing t h e  rope hand over hand, 
expect ing us  t o  f a l l  o f f  any minute. Chr is  and P h i l i p  a l s o  descended. 
Pe t e r  (Ver t igo)  Shaw r igged a t e r y l e n e  rope down a n  easy r o u t e  i . e .  

d 2 0 1  handl ine  p i t c h  + 80 '  f r e e  f a l l  t o  meet us  a t  t h e  bot ton .  The 
views were trenendous and f i l n  r a t t l e d  o f f  i n  p l e n t  . J w a r i n g  out T w a s  no worry u n t i l  t h e  rope was hauled back i n . ( ~ e  r ans f e r r ed  t o  
another  roile 35'  f r o n  t h e  t op  t o  avoid moving p r o t e c t o r s ) .  k nik;hty 
abras ion ,  t h e  o u t e r  sheath  worn through approx.30' down. "B...... 
cursesI1,  again.  S t i l l  keen f o r  nore a c t i o n  Glen and P h i l i p  descended 
t h e  ' D e v i l ' s  Kitchen1.  This  gave ano ther  200' f r e e  f a l l  down t o  a  
t e r r i f i c  sea  swe l l .  
The Resul t : -  P e t e r ' s  llMercuryn 27/4/73 photo ppectacular .  Quotes:-- 
l!.. a chznge from crawlin& through narrow passages deep i n  t h e  bowels 
of t h e  e a r t h . "  ll . .the c l u b ' s  i dea  of a p l ea san t  day i n  t h e  sun, a  
206' f r e e  f a l l  (no hand o r  f o o t h o l d s )  descent  of t h e  Tasnan Archf1. 
' l .  .. j u s t  sol-le s p e c i a l  equipnent and t h e  caverneers  nerve and exper- 
i ence .  l1 ' I . .  . t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between a good day1 S s p o r t  d i s a s t e r . "  
D i s a s t e r  d ive r t ed .  Next event .  The Chasr? a t  Cape P i l l a r ?  a  n e r e  900' 

P h i l i p  Robinson. 
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Kubla Khan - Mole Creek,,Sat.7th A p r i l ,  1973. 
Part  : Nick Cuunings, Henk van L w i l l e r t ,  Ron Wrhurst, Bruce Varley 
I+), Andrew Skinner, Henk Meerding , Peter  Shaw, Michelle F a r r e l l ,  
Ross Mansfield, Yvonne C3l l in ,  Wes and Judy Carpenter. 
Peter  led t h e  par ty  down the  streanway while Andrew f loa t ed  down the  
creek i n  a wet s u i t ,  t o  t he  Pleasure Done. Many photographs were 
taken i n  the  Pleasure Done and a shor t  lunch s top  was nade. The par ty  
s p l i t  up with kndrew, Nick, Ross, Michelle and Wes eping on t o  the  
Khan Hall. We had a quick v i s i t  t o  the  Jade Pool and sone r e f l ec to r -  
i sed markers were l a i d  along the  periphery of t he  flowstone next t o  
the  Khan's Arny. On the  way back up the  streamway a l l  except Ross 
decided t o  wade. Poor Nick immersed h i s  canera r e s u l t i n g  i n  $35 dan- 
ag;e. Roy Skinner, Bruce Chetwynd, David Nichols and Fiona Skinner 
went t o  Gunn's Pla ins  on Saturday f o r  a discuss ion with the  cave I 

guide and a br i e f  look a t  t he  cave. 
Croesus Cave - Mole Creek, Sunday 8 t h  A p r i l ,  1973. 
Part  : Andrew Skinner(kcting Leader), Bruce Chetwynd, David Nichols, d Varlcy, He* Peerding, S t e l l a  Farley,  * -  ,--- . and Henk 
van Twil ler t  . 

A quick inspec t ion  of t h e  cave was made as f a r  a s  t h e  Golden 
S t a i r s .  Peter  Shaw absei led i n  the  A p r i l  Fool 's  entrance with anothw 
par ty  and n e t  us ha l f  way back t o  the  bottom efitrance* In retrospect, 
r e f l ec t a r i sed  sa rke r s  i n  several  a r eas  could be removed a s  they '7 
serve no func t iona l  purpese. 

Ron Akhurst had a r a t h e r  shor t  tr$ip, los ing  h i s  way i n  the  sorub 
before reaching the  cave. When he f i n a l l y  found t h e  en-~rance the  
r e s t  of t h e  mb had gone. Andrew Skinner. 
Marakooga Cave, Mole Creek - Saturday, 7 th  A p r i l ,  1973. 
Par t  : Frank B ~ O W ~ ( T C C N B ,  l e a d e r ) ,  approx. 7 nor thern cerlbers, Albert d and S t e l l a  Farley. 

After  having decided t o  s t a y  a t  t h e  hut r a t h e r  than ge t  wet i n  
Kubla Khan(1 had a cold and wanted t o  keep my f e e t  d ry )  we were t a lk -  
ed i n t o  joining Franlt Brown's party. S t e l l a  went a s  f a r  as the  Can- 
yon but I went through the  F i r e  Place with the  r e s t  of t h e  party.  
While Frank and sone o thers  s t a r t ed  a swvey  f r o n  the  first s w p  
back towards the  entrance four of us found our way through the  R o l l  
Along(thanks t o  the  very dry condi t ions$,  and were ab le  t o  explore 
the  seldon v i s i t e d  upstream sec t ion  of t he  cave. No new discover ies  
were nade. I col lected th ree  cave bee t l e s  f r o n  a s@dy bank. They 
were placed i n  a soap box and a matchbox a s  unfor tunate ly  I had l e f t  
my collectind. gear on the  o ther  s ide  of t he  Roll Along. A s  no bee t l e s  ' 
had previously been co l lec ted  f r o n  Mm-akoopa i t  was r a t h e r  unfortun- - .  
a t e  t h a t  only one mutilated specinen renained when I reached my col-  A 

lec t i rq  k i t ,  About fou r  hours were spent underground i n  dry and 
pleasant conditions. 
Tailender Cave, Mole Creek - Sunday, 8 t h  Apri1,1973. 
Partg: x l b e r t  Goede(leader),  Judy Carpenter and F iom Skinner. 

, While the  others  v i s i t e d  Croesus we headed up the  near ly  dry 
bed of the  Mersey River. M i l l  Cave was soon located and following up 
the  dry va l l ey  i t  d i d  not take us long t o  f ind  Tailender. Frank Brewn 
had warned us t o  expect a t yp ica l  p o t t y  Queensland type cave and he 
was r igh t .  A r e s t r i c t e d ,  crawly but dry d t rean  passage was followed 
up u n t i l  we cane t o  a nore rooony r i s i n g  passaGe turning r i g h t ,  Here 
the  cave opens up and the re  i s  some good forna t ion  but we soon reach- 
ed a 2 5 '  v e r t i c a l  c l i f f .  The most a t t r a c t i v e  por t ion of t he  cave , 

i s  reputed t o  l i e  beyond but s ince we had no sky-hooks we had t o  ' 

r e t r e a t .  A v i s i t  t o  the  upstrean end of t he  s t r e a n  passage revealed 
t h a t  the  sWp was extrenely  low. ~ l t h o u g h  indicated bp Henry Shannon 
a s  a 20' drop I went down a t  l e a s t  60' along a s teep ly  slo;~ing gravel 
chute u n t i l  I reached a shallow pool a t  the  botton. We e~ierged a f t e r  
2 hours undergaound. I an sure t h i s  cave w i l l  becone very i~opular  
a f t e r  a l l  the  o ther  caves a t  Mole Creek have been quarried away but 
d e f i n i t e l y  not before. Albert Goede. 
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Splash ~ o t n l ?  1 0 )  - 14/4/73. 
Party: Pe te r  Shaw, S tua r t  Nichblas and Ron nkhurst.  

The t r i p  was a  surveying and explora t ion  one. On a p x v i o u s  t r i p  
2* years  ago, B i l l  Lehmam had reached the  bottom and sa id  the  stream 
was f lowiw- i n t o  a  2 '  x 2 '  hole.  P o s s i b i l i t i e s  of exp lora t ion  bu% 
nothing exc i t ing .  We surveyed downwards and i n  four  hours had reached 
the  b o t t o ~ l  a f t e r  pu t t ing  i n  a  bo l t  f o r  the  f i n a l  p i tch ,  the  water 
flowed i n t o  a  s n a l l  hole  a t  the  foo t  of a  high r i f t .  Surveying a s  we 
went, we exillored along the  narrow r i f t  and soon found ourselves i n  
the  roof of t he  passage, The s t r e a n  disappeared off  i n t o  a  s i f t  a t  a 
lower l e v e l  while we continued i n  the  roof and eventual ly  s t a r t e d  t o  
climb upwards following a  very s t r o r g  draught.  Af ter  severa l  shor t  
climbs the  :lassage became too t i g h t  and we r e t r e a t e d  leaving one 
m a l l  s i de  passage unexplored. I had a  look along the  r i f t ,  contain- 
ing the  s t r e a n ,  which was very narrow and awkward. This involved 
chinneying i n  a  hor izon ta l  pos i t i on  a t  wherever the  r i f t  was widest. 
Eventually a  s ec t ion  which was too narrow hal ted  me, n h a m e r  would 
be necessary t o  continue. We returned t o  the  foo t  of t he  p i t c h  and 
then took four  hours ~o reach the  surface  a f t e r  12 hours underground. 
Four p o s s i b i l i t i e s  remain: 

1. The unex;>lored s ide  passat;e i n  t h e  u p h i l l  sec t ion.  
2, The s t r ean ,  A harmer would be necessary. 
3.  The high-level passage en te r ing  the  chamber a t  t he  foo t  of t he  

l a s t  i , i tch.  
4. A t  the  fo rna t ion  corner ,  t he  downstream passa(;e roof i s  jus t  

above your head. Where t h i s  passage leaves  t h e  p i t c h  chanber 
i t  i s  150'  hich. By climbing up near t he  formation corner,  a  
cont inuat ion of t he  r i f t  nay be found. 

Tackle requirements: 
1. Entrance Pitch:  30' l adder ,  shor t  header. 
2. The na in  ;?itch i s  s p l i t  up i n t o  3  s ec t ions  which a r e  belayed 

separa te ly  and t i e d  off t o  each other .  A s i ng l e  rope could be 
used. 

( a )  70' ro2e. 2  rope pro tec tors .  1 tack le  bag. 
6 '  header. Belay t o  f l ake .  Pi tch  i s  aea ins t  t h e  wall .  

( b )  50' rope. 1 t a c k l e  bag. 1 0 '  header. Belay t o  t h e  
knob on r i g h t  hand s ide .  Against the  wall. 

( c )  70'  roi2e, 1 t a c k l e  bag. Bolt bracket required.  Belay t a  
b o l t  i n  l e f t  hand s ide  out alonf; r i f t .  2  rope protectors .  
Belay t o  t he  rope above while g e t t i n g  on and off t h i s  
i ~ i t c h .  Free pi tch .  Pe t e r  Shaw, 

Exi t  Cave - 14,15/4/73. 
Par t  : Andrew ~! r inne r (Ac t i  l e a d e r ) ,  Greg a trick land(^^^), Leonie T % S , ,  and Andrew Davey(TUM ). 

The par ty  walked i n  on Friday night  t o  Camp 1 and s t a r t e d  work 
on t r ack  narkin;; inned ia te ly .  The Ballroon and the  Colonmdes were 
marked, the  i ~ a r t y  r e t i r i n g  t o  bed a t  4 a .m.  On Saturday we went t o  
the  end of Conference Concourse t o  i nves t iga t e  t he  t a l u s  and s t r e a n  
passage beyond the  Last Straw. The t a l u s  i s  q u i t e  r ecen t ,  and is  de- 
r ived f r o n  t h e  roof overhead. Underneath t he  t a l u s  a r e  stream gravels.  
The t a l u s  was e a s i l y  negotiated f o r  about 7  metres u n t i l  it  becane 
too low t o  crawl along without g e t t i ~  wet. This passaze could cer- 
t a i n l y  be pushed i n  wet s u i t s .  Quite a  drau6;ht blows out so t he re  
should be a i r  space. Digi;inp i cp l enen t s  nay be required.  On the  way 
back t o  Car112 1, t r ack  markers were placed throuk;h the  Chanber of 
Damocles, Edie ' s  Treasure was v i s i t e d  and some rubbish was co l lec ted  
from Camp 2. There i s  c e r t a i n l y  only one rucksack load t h e r e  now. 
After  a  p leasant  12 hours caving we f e l l  a s l eep  under t he  1 i ~ h - t  of 
t he  glow-worns. A t  2  pen.  on Sunday we nade our way out of the  cave, 
reaching the  road jus t  a s  t he  r a i n  began. Andrew Skinner 

Easter  T r i - 2  To Sur r i s e  Ba . - 20-24/4/73. 
c  l e a d e r ) ,  R o s  Be l l ,  Fiona Skinner,  Leonie d Greg S t r ick land ,  David Nichols, Stefan ~ a r p i n i e c  (TUIG) , and 

Mary h c W h e r t e r ( ~ ~ ~ C ) .  
Good Friday dawned wet and cold with a good snowfall  on Mt.We1- 
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l i w t o n .  Under such condi t ions  i t  was decided t h a t  t h e  road t o  Cockle 
Creek would be awash. Indeed i t  was, a s  an  SCS pa r ty  f o u d  and had 
t o  t u r n  back desp i t e  having a Land Rover. So t o  H a s t i w s ,  and Friday 
was spent i n  t he  Newdegate system, f i r s t  going t h r o q ~ h  the  Binney 
and l a t e r  up hystery  Creek, which was flowing well.  Many photographs 
were taken with a u l t i p l e  f l a s h  and t r ipod .  A quick inspec t ion  was 
made of t he  n'lagnificent P i p e t t e  Cgamber. On re tu rn ing  t o  t h e  creek 
f r o n  the  Pop-bole it was observed t h a t  t h e  water had r i s e n  about 12 
cm. so a quick e x i t  was made before i t  siphoned. On Sunday +he par ty  
l e f t  f o r  t h e  Old Quarry a t  Ida Bay, intending t o  go t o  Entrance Cave. 
The water was too high t o  e n t e r  s a f e ly  s o  we camped i n  an  o l d  shed 
north of the  quarry. This edi face  would be worthy of recons t ruc t ion  
f o r  t h e  use of ; jarties caving on t h e  nor thern  s ide  of Marble H i l l  - 
any volunteers t o i e a r r y  roof ing i r o n  and timber? On Monday n o r n i x  
we were awakened by a pa r ty  of p r i v a t e  cavers going t o  Entrance Cave. 
They inforned us t h a t  they had been t o  Entrance eeveral  t i a e s  and 
were jus t  about t o  make t h e  b ig  breakthrowh t o  Exit  Cave. However, 
from t h e i r  de sc r ip t ion  they had not yet  reached t h e  canyon - keep 

. t r y i n g  f e l l a s ,  see you a t  Camp 2. They were f a i r l y  well-equipped and 
seemed t o  know something of cave sa fe ty .  Four hours l a t e r  they came 
out unharmed but very wet. It i s  apparent t h a t  many such p a r t i e s  a r e  
using t h e  cave. A s  i t  has  a pauci ty  of decorat ion they can do l i t t l e  
damage, exce2-1; t o  themselves. On Monday night  a photoi:re;)hia: t r i p  t o  
Newdegate was held - t o  t h e  Tour is t  Section. A . n e w  war c ry  was coin- 
ed with numerous bods running around with cameras shouting " ksah i  
cl ick!  If  (pronounced uh-sa-high). Andrew Skinner. 
Picton-Cracroft Area - 20-23/4/73. 

C 

Party:  Peter  Shaw and Je'anette Col l in .  
The plan was Vanishing F a l l s  v i a  Pine Creek and Mt.Bobs. The 

fo recas t  was r a i n  f o r  s i x  days but t he  weather bureau had been wronG 
before. It wasn't  t h i s  t i n e .  It snowed and i t  ha i l ed  and it;,raihed! 
Four days of continuously wet scrub,  and then  we went hone. I n  t he  
meantime we v i s i t e d  J u d d f s  Cavern, which was g u s h i w  l a r g e  volunes 
of very brown wat'er and cou ldn f t  be entered. This cave has a c l a s s i c  
entrance;  no rock f a l l  a t  t h e  ent rance ,  jus t  a ?Of hi2;h archway i n  a 
c l i f f .  We a l s o  inves t iga ted  t h e  l ake  i n  a depress ion on t h e  spur 
south west of Burgess B lu f f ;  and found t h a t  i t  had a s t r e a n  flowing 
out of it. On the  way back we found t h a t  t he  Pic ton had flooded and 
washed f lood deb r i s  ac ross  t he  t rack .  Vanishing F a l l s  renains .  

Pe te r  Shaw. 
Hastings Area - 3/5/73. 
Party: andrew ~ k i n n e r ( ~ e a d e r ) ,  Noel ~awl inson (cave  guide and speleol-  

\ og i s t  f r o n  Jenolan) ,  and Gary Dlelville(cave guide f r o u  Mole creek).  
The a i d  of t h e  t r i p  was t o  take  tho v i s i t o r s  t o  Exi t  Cave t o  ' 

photograph the  s ec t ion  before t h e  t a l u s  and t o  replace  narkers  i n  
the  Harmer P a s s a ~ e .  After  t h r ee  inches of r a i n  a t  Hastings during 
the  previous d.ay and a quick look a t  t he  very swollen DtEntrecas- 
tea- 'River, t h e  t r i p  was abandoned. On t h e  r e t u r n  t r i p  we were 
p e e t e d  with a subsided Lune River br idge;  with a dep-ess ion about 
a foo t  dee? i n  the  centre .  Whilst t h e  r e s t  of t h e  pa r ty  hop;led out 
Gary bravely drove h i s  Holden across  t he  bridge. The d r i v e r s  of t he  
limestone t rucks  were more caut ious  and e lec ted  t o  r ena in  stranded 
a t  Lune River. The bridge over Hot Springs Creek was washed out so 
accompanied by some t o u r i s t s ,  w e  walked t h e  l a s t  n i l e  t o  t h e  cave. 
After  some photography, we returned t o  Hobart. 

Noel, desl3erate t o  see  some Tasmanian caves, has arranged t o  
cone again  f o r  a f o r t n i g h t  i n  Ju ly  t o  v i s i t  Exi t  f o r  s eve ra l  days, 
a l s o  Mole Creek and Junee-Florentine. 

Undrew Skinner. 
Maps o f  Sxecution Pot and Splash Pot on next t w o  pages, For d e t a i l s  
o f  Execution Pot t r i p  see  Sp ie l  No.78. D e t a i l s  of  Splash Pot t r i p  on 
page 7 of t h i s  i s sue .  






