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FORWARD PROGRAMME. 

June 9 - Saturday: SRT p r a c t i c e ,  Rocky Tom. Leader:Y.Robinson. 
June 17 - Sunday: Day t r i p  t o  Plorent ine  t o  explore  two new 

caves, reported by Maydena member Max J e f f r i e s .  
Leader: ALbert Goede. 

June 23,24 - Exi t  Cave: Fridaynight s t a r t  t o  Camp 2. Sat."The Dig1\ 
Sunday: Photography i n  Eastern  Grand Fissure  and 
Conference Concourse. Leader: Andrew Skinner. 

June 23,24 - Exit Cave. Work i n  Labyrinth a r e a ,  camp i n  Grand 
Fissure .  Limited numbers only* Leader: B i l l  Lehmann. 

June 30,July 1 - Combined t r i p  t o  Mole Creek with SCS and TCC(NB). 
Booze-up on Saturday evening. Suggested t r i p s  t o  
Croesus(rubbish c o l l e c t i n g  and photography), Nara- 

- coopa l (bug  c o l l e c t i n g )  and o ther  caves depending 
on numbers. Shoxld be a  var ied  programe with oppor- 
t u n i t y  f o r  s o c i a l  in te rcourse .  Leader: Andrew Skin- 

P ner.  
July 4  General meeting a t  F l a t  2 ,  62 Co lv i l l e  S t r e e t ,  

Bat tery  Point .  S l ides  of Exi t  Cave, cour tesy  of 
Andrew, a l s o  br ing your own. 

July 1 0 ' 1 3  - ASP sponsored Aus t ra las ian  Conference on Cave 
Tourj-sm, Jenolan, NSW. 

Ed i to r i a l .  

A t  t h e  A.B.N.  t h e  c o n c e ~ t  of union between t h e  two southern clubs 
was mooted, Although t h e  idea  c e r t a i n l y  did  not rece ive  unanimous 
acceptance from the  c lub i t  has some meri t .  A long-standing nenber 
of TCCNB has  w r i t t e n  t o  t h e  c lub,  mentioning a  sugcested Federat ion 
of Tasmanian Clubs. Perhaps a  loosely-knit  s t r u c t u r e  i n  which t h e  
e x i s t i r g  groups could r e t a i n  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  may be acceptable 
t o  a l l .  One can s t i l l  rett<.in a  s t rong  i d e n t i t y  wi th in  a  l a r g e r  
s t ruc tu re .  I n  Vic tor ia  severa l  groups combined t o  f o r a  VSA, with no 
ap l~aren t  ill e f f e c t .  The var ious  groups and ind iv idua ls  s t i l l  r e t a i n  
t h e i r  i d e n t i t y  and the  ove ra l l  body has  t he  advantages of scale .  Is 

f i  
d 

Tasmania any d i f f e r e n t ?  Cer ta in ly  t h e r e  would need t o  be a separa te  
branch i n  t h e  nor th  of t h e  s t a t e  f o r  obvious geographical reasons. 

- TCC i s ' n o t  a  homo,i:enoous body even now; f o r  t h e r e  a r e  ind iv idua ls  
i n t a r e s t e d  i n  v e r t i c a l  caves and explora t ion,  i nd iv idua l s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  conservation,  o the r s  i n  hor izon ta l  caves, cave fauna and s o  on. 
We do not have a  c l e a r l y  defined c lub i d e n t i t y .  What would be t h e  
advantages of u l t i n a t e  union? Cer ta in ly  t he re  a r e  obvious economies 
of scale .  We could a f fo rd  t o  produce a  l a r g e r  and more var ied  News- 
l e t t ' e r .  Expensive i t e n s  of equipment could be more r e a d i l y  obtained. 
Duplicat ion of work could be avoided. The c l a s s i c  s i t u a t i o n  i s  Mole 
Creek, wherc n e i t h e r  gzoup knows what t h e  o ther  i s  r e a l l y  doing and 
overlap sonet ines  occurs. Ins tead of havlng ha l f  a  team of v e r t i c a l  
cavers i n  each o f  t he  southern c lubs  t he re  could be a more e f f ec t ive  
t ask  f o r c e  f o r  explora t ion.  Our existing system of cave nuubering 
has been described a s  crazy by ou ts iders .  I n  an  a r e a  such as Precipi -  
tous  Bluff we have PB 1:PB 2,PB 3 then  PB 201,PB 202 ... 
What a r e  your opinions? Comnents and l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  please! 

May was a r e l a t i v e l y  q u i e t  month with l i t t l e  new work. On a  t r i p  t o  
Maria I s l and ,  Tear f lesh  Chasm was explored f o r  almost 200 metres. 
A digging p ro j ec t  commenced i n  Exit  Cave. South of t h e  Grand Pissure  
a small s t r e a n  joins t h e  main s t r e a n  from the  west. A s t rong  draught 
i s s u e s  f o r t h  but the  passage i s  i n f i l l e d  with gravel .  A t rench  about 
7  metres long was excavated and a  f u r t h e r  t r i p  may break through 
t o  some l a r g e  chambers. Exi t  w i l l  reach 20 ki lometres  yet!! 



Speleo S p i e l .  (page 2. ) JuneL 1973.. 

This  i s s u e  we p u b l i s h  a r t i c l e s  by P e t e r  Shaw and A l b e r t  Goede. I n  
t h e  next  S p i e l  t h e r e  w i l l  be a r e p o r t  on Maria I s l a n d  e x p l o r a t i o n s  
and a second a r t i c l e -  on SRT by P e t e r  Shaw. 

Andrew Ski imer .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
CONGLOMEMTE BLURB ! 

+ New cave nanes  - P i c f a c e  Cavern and T e a r f l e s h  Chasm(Maria I s . )  
F u l l  r e p o r t  nex t  i s s u e .  

+ New'menbers - A t  t h e  las t  t w o  g e n e r a l  m e e t i n t p  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
were accei3led as c l u b  nenbers .  
F u l l  nenbers :  S t u a r t  Gamble, c/o Dover P.O., Dover, Tas. 7116. 

Tony S p r e n t ,  18 Bracken Lane, F e r n  Tree ,  T a s .  7101. 
Jun io r  member: Fiona Sk inne r ,  c/o 2/62 C o l v i l l e  S t .  , B a t t e r y  P t .  7000. 
+ P r o s p e c t i v e  nenbere .  The f o l l o w i n g  two were accep ted  a t  t h e  l a s t  
gene ra l  meet i r g  . 
Jan Hardy, 44 K t .  S t u a r t  Rd., M t .  S t u a r t ,  7000. Ph. 34 1875. 
I \ l ichelle F a r r e l l ,  1B/l9 French S t r e e t ,  Dynnyrne, 7005. 
+ Changes of a?.dress: 
Urthur  C la rke ,  c/o  IN^, P.O. Box 482, Queenstown, 7467. 
Iiodney Hu,$~es, 79 P o e t s  Road, West Hobar t ,  7000. 
+ Hear Ye V e r t i c a l  Cavers.  A l o n g  newsy l e t t e r  was r e c e n t l y  r e c e i v -  
ed ?ram B r t h u r  Clarke  now s t a t i o n e d  a t  C r o t t y .  He h a s  t h e  followirq: 
conrnents t o  make on t h e  survey  r e p o r t  of Tassy Pot i n  t h e  February  
i s s u e  of t h e  S p i e l :  

H It i s  obvious  t h a t  SRT f a n s  a r e  wrapped i n  r a p i d  v e r t i c a l  de- 
scen t /ascen t  bu t  a r e  p i k e r s  when it cones  t o  h o r i z o n t a l  o r  such t y p e  
downhil l  e x p l o r a t o r y  passaFTes o r  squeezes! If P h i 1  was wondering 
where a n o t h e r  4G1 of d e p t h  i n  Tassy Pot  could be found he should have 
l ead  h i s  en tourage  of b ravados(se1f  and p e t e r ) ,  a l o r q  t h e  BIOROCL 
 assa age ( o r i g i n a l l y  naned a f t  e r  Morley, Robinson and - Cla rke  ) th ink in ,?  
perhaps it should have been  n a m x  t h e  n s a c l e  passage  - i f  so  he  
would have p i n e d  n o r e  d s p t h  f r o m  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  b o t t o n  - and a t  t h e  
end of t h e  n o r o c l  -- could have ven tu red  i n t o  a n  even l a r c e r  chamber - 
which due t o  f a t i g u e  and l a c k  of t ime  w a s  l e f t  unexplored by Messrs. 
Morley and Clarke  - though i n  o u t l i n e  i t  appeared  i - m e n s e  w i t h  a 
h igh  roof  ex tending  up t o  be p o s s i b l y  a lower  chamber of one of t h e  
o t h e r  unexj?lored h o l e s  l e a d i w  o f f  t h e  o r i , ; i n a l  itsoodbye chanberl1. 
This  b o t t o n  c h a i ~ b e r  was darnp and nuddy and a t r i c k l e  of wa te r  l e a d  
out f r o n  it t o  connect  w i t h  t h e  b o t t o n  end of t h e  MOROCL pasaage 
(which a d n i t t e d l y  would be ha rd  t o  survey  even  by Suunto)  - and t h u s  -. - 
t h e  chanber p robably  would no t  have opened o u t  t o  f u r t h e r  d e p t h s  
bu t  merely been a t w i n  v e r t i c a l  sys tem t o  t h e  Goodbye Cl;mberl1. 
+ The P r e c i i ~ i t o u s  B lu f f  affair  c o n t i n u e s  unabated.  The d e c i s i o n  
handed down by -Lhe Suprene Court  was a b i t t e r  blow a s i t  now i s  c l e a r  
t h a t  t h e  P u b l i c  m w t  have a p r o p r i e t a r y  i n t e r e s t  o r  e s t a t e  t o  o b j e c t  
t o  deve lopnents  on Crown l a n d .  The I1public i n t e r e s t 1 '  i s  t h u s  v e s t e d  
i n  t h e  Sdiate Government. It i s  now up t o  t h e  P r e n i e r  and h i s  c a b i n e t  
t o  dec ide  t h e  i s c u e .  A l l  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c a n  do i s  t o  w r i t e  t o  Mr. 
Reece and h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  e x p r e s s i n g  o p p c s i t i o n  t o  mining and pros-  
p e c t i w  i n  t h e  a r e a .  The f o l l o w i n g  q u o t e s  f r o n  t h e  A p r i l  llS:parft nay 
s z r v e  t o  em9hasize t h e  s p e l e o l o g i c a l  importance of t h e  a r e a :  
('The t r i ?  achieved  i t s  a i m  of f i n d i n g  and e x p l o r i n g  sone s p e c t a c u l a r  
caves  ..... Caves were found i n  t h e  d i s p u t e d  l e a s e  a r e a  and f auna  
c o l l e c t i q ;  and o b s e r v a t i o n s  i n d i c a t e  a r i c h  ecology.  The caves  con- 
t a i n  e x c e l l e n t  speleothem d e c o r a t i o n  and a r e  q u i t e  uniqpe i n  be ing  
sone of t h e  n o s t  a c t i v e  ou t f low caves  exp lo red  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  Both 
P r e c i p i t o u s  B lu f f  and i t s  caves  should be i n c l u d e d  i n  a Na t iona l  
Park1'. 
Write a l e t t e r  t o  Mr.Reece NOW! 
+ TcC(ITB) were n o t  happy about  sone unkind c o m e n t s  about  t h e i r  
g e a r ,  p r i n t e d  i n  "SparN and r e p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  S p i e l .  However i t  
was sornethinp: of  an e x a g g e r a t i o n  and t h e  m a t t e r  now a p p e a r s  t o  be 
c l e a r e d  up, The wicked rumour-nonger, one Kiernan,  h a s  been  d u t i f u l -  
l y  p re sen ted  w i t h  a "new l a d d e r t t  a l l  of h i s  own. a l t h o u g h  it nay n o t  
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be i d e a l  f o r  descending on, i t  should s u f f i c e  f o r  ea t i ng  porridge. 
+ U quote was obtained from a  l o c a l  p r i n t i n g  f i rm  f o r  club ca r  
s t i c k e r s  and c l o t h  bad[;es. These would cost  approx. 70 cen ts  each. 
I f  you a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  please  contact  t he  secre ta ry .  
+ The venue #or t he  c l u b ' s  Annual Dinner w i l l  need t o  be decided . 
upon a t  t he  July  general  meeting so t h a t  a  booking can be made. 
Any suggest ions of a  good h o t e l ,  decent band and reasonable p r i ce s  
( I  suppose t h a t  i s  asking a  b i t  nuch) t o  Therese Goede before o r  
a t  the  July  meeting please.  t 

+ LOST - f r o n  the  Mole Creek hu t ,  one gas l an te rn .  Any iryormation 
on i t s  whereabouts t o  The Secre tary ,  TCC(NB), Box 315, Launceston. 
+ TEBICON i s  coning. Next ASP Conference w i l l  be hosted by UQSS 
and CQSS a t  Brisbane i n  l a t e  1974. 
+ Por Sale t he  second e d i t i o n  of t he  ASF Handbook w i l l  be completed 
by the  end of t h i s  year. Naps, guides ,  t echnica l  h f o r n a t i o n ,  summary 

- of every known cave i n  Aus t ra l i a  .... t he  "BiblefP of s2eleology. 
Watch out f o r  your f r i e n d l y  l o c a l  aeent  conning advance orders.  
+ P e t e r ' s  fa rewel l .  Last month we were sor ry  t o  have t o  say goodbye 
t o  Peter  Shaw who has l e f t  Tassie t o  go on the  New Guinea expedit ion 
v i a  Eastern Austra l ia .  Then he i s  off  t o  e i t h e r  Europe o r  New Zealand. 
Pe te r  w i l l  be so re ly  nissed.  He was club sec re t a ry  and Speleo Spie l  
e d i t o r  f o r  1972-73 and was the  d r iv ing  force  behind the  adoption of 
SRT i n  our c,lub. No doubt he w i l l  keep i n  touch and l e t  us know what 
the  caving news i n  o ther  p a r t s  of t h e  world i s .  That i s  i f  he g e t s  
pas t  New Guinea. We've jus t  been reading the  New Guinea Caving 
Expedition Ci rcu la r  No. 4: Quote: 

One of t h e  nany outstanding f e a t u r e s  of t he  a r ea  i s  t h a t  it i s  
abso lu te ly  'honeycombed' with huge do l ines  and s i n k s ( ~ a n  Watson 
reckons t h a t  we w i l l  have t o  f i t  people wkth b l inke r s  t o  s top  then 
from being d i s t r a c t e d  f r o n  the  main t a r g e t ) .  Other outstanding f e a t -  
u res  a r e  t h a t  the  a rea  i s  v i r t u a l l y  unexplored and t h e  indigenous 
population of t h e  a r ea  i s  a lnos t  wholly unaffected by European in-  
f luence.  Our p a r t i c u l a r  a r ea  i a  occupied by a  group known a s  the  
'Bugaio' who have only been contacted on raEe occasions and a r e  un- 
a f fec ted  conple te ly  by Administrat ion influence.  It i s  sa id  t h a t  they 
a r e  nomadic and a r e  s t i l l  c a m i b a l i s t i c ,  they have threatened m i s -  
s ionary p a t r o l s  i n  the  a r ea  i n  the  pas t  but f e a r  t he  weapons of the  
government. If 

A man could ge t  k i l l e d :  
A 

/ 
P e t e f s  Left-Overs. 
This i s  a  l i s t  of t h ings  I haven' t  got around t o  f i n i sh ing .  There a r e  

- more exploratory chances here than m o s t  mainlanders g e t  i n  a  l i fet ime.  
Junee - Florent ine  
1. N i a ~ a r a  Pot. The chamber where t h e  water d isappears  has  not been 
pushed-thorouGhly, I n  the  las t  big  chamber, i n  t he  f a r  l e f t  corner ,  
c l i nb  up a  s loping block i n t o  the  f o o t  of an  aven. It i s  poss ible  t o  
climb down a  long way u n t i l  a  -15' drop i s  reached.Hasn't t e e n  descend& 
2. Splash Pot. Several prospects  a s  out l ined i n  the..-Yhy Spie l .  
3. Khazad-du1:l. Go down t h e  Serpentine Passage, below the  upper sec- 
t i o n  and look f o r  upper l e v e l s  and s ide  passages. Only one par ty  has 
been down t h i s  passage and they were t r y i n g  f o r  depth. 
4. Trapdoor Swallet.  Only i n  f i n e  weather. A l a r g e  entrance dol ine .  
Could be good if you can ge t  pas t  t he  entrance t a l u s .  
5. Slaughterhouse Pot. Not  an  a t t r a c t i v e  cave but with a n  undescended 
f i f t y  foo t  p i t c h  i t  c a n ' t  be overlooked. 
6. Growlinty Swallet.  The source of t h e  s t rong draught i n  t he  s ide  
passage a t  t h e  bottom has  not been located.  A r t i f i c i a l  means may be 
necessary t o  c l i n b  up. It could bypass the  sump. 
7. Gormen::hast. I n  the  s ide  passage a t  the  bottom a  w a t e r f a l l  en te rs .  
This appears q u i t e  climbable but has  not been clinbed. 
~t . ~ n n e -  krea. - 
1. Lake Tink Swallet.  Only a f t e r  an  extended d r o u ~ h t  o r  with a  
s trong wet-suited party.    here must be qu i t e  a  b i t  of passage jus t  
t o  take  t h a t  much water. 
2. Near the  Weld t r a c k  on the  Lots Wife r idge  i s  a  hole down which a  
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Mole Creek. 
1. Upper M i l l  Creek. A l a r g e  do l i ne  i s  narked on t h e  nap. This  proved 
t o  be too  t i z h t  a f t e r  f i f t y  f e e t .  There a r e  . severa l  o the r  ho l e s  
nearby which were not looked a t .  
2. Cobbler Cooler. The s u ~ p  i s  worth a look a t .  
3. A t l a n t i s  Cave. Use a s c a l i n g  pole  a f t e r  c l i n b i n g  up t h e  mud i n  
the  l e f t  hand sec t ion .  An upper passage i s  v i s i b l e .  
4. A t  Gillam Creek, j u s t  a f t e r  going through t h e  g a t e ,  a  creek emer- 
s e s  f n n  t h e  h i l l  on t h e  r i g h t .  This  i s  very  low and wet but  has  
been penet ra ted  t o  where a h a m e r  w a s  needed t o  removs a s n a l l  ob- 
s t r uc t i on .  
5. Just  before  t u rn ing  up t h e  h i l l  towards P r o h i b i t i o n  Cave i s  
Mr. Martin% f a r n  on t h e  r i g h t  hand s i d e  of t h e  road. On t h e  r i dge  
behind t h e  f a r n  -is an undescended s i x t y  f o o t  pot .  

Tasnanian Cave Fauna, 
by Alber t  and Therese Goede. 

Pa r t  2 - S p r i n ~ t a i l s  (Collenbola ) . 
S p r i n g t a i l s  a r e  i n s e c t s  belonging t o  - the sub-class  Apterygota,  

which con ta ins  a l l  p r im i t i ve  forms whose ances to r s  never developed 
wings. They a r e  very  s m a l l  i n s e c t s  and r a r e l y  exceed 4 r m .  i n  l eng th .  
I n  f a c t  a l l  t h e  specimens s o  f a r  c o l l e c t e d  from our caves a r e  smal ler  
than  t h e  head of a  gin! However, sorze I1giantl1 su r f ace  spec i e s  up t o  
9 run. l .ong(Ceratrimeria spp . )  a r e  found i n  %he bush e s p e c i a l l y  under 
r o t t i n g  l o g r ~ F e e n ,  1969).  S p r i n g t a i l s  de r i ve  t h e i r  nane from t h e  
presence of a  pecu l i a r  spr inging o r g a n - ( f u r c u l a )  a t t ached  t o  t h e  
lower su r face  of t h e  abdomen. With t h i s  they  can make remarkably 
lar;=.e 'jumps f o r  such a  small  animal. The spr ingin ;  or{<an when not i n  
use i s  held i n  place by a ca tch(re t inacu1m-) .  

Because of t h e i r  s n a l l  s i z e  s p r i n g t a i l s  a r e  not l i k e l y  t o  be 
seen unlees  you a r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  lookily: f o r  then.  I f  you do,  you 
w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  they  a r e  remarkably cornon. They a r e  probably t h e  
p r i nc i pa l  food supply . fo r  nany of t h e  l a r g e r  cave p r eda to r s  such a s  
pseudoscorpions, harvestmen, s p i d e r s  and bee t l e s .  

I n  our  caves s p r i n g t a i l s  a r e  most o f t e n  found amonzst s t i c k s  
and l e aves  and o the r  organic d e b r i s  washed i n  by f l oods  and on damp 
mud f l o o r s "  Occasional ly they  nay a l s o  be found on t h e  su r f aee  of 
small  p o d s  of s tanding water.  Although they  a r e  not water  animals --- 
they  a r e  so s n a l l  and l i g h t  t h a t  t hey  can walk and juqp on t h e  water  
sur face  without breaking i t  and becoming wet. Elsewhere i n  t h e  world 
cave spec ies  have a l s o  been found on t h e  s u r f a c e s  of danp f o r n a t i o n s  
and they may wel l  t u r n  up i n  s i g i l a r  s i t u a t i o n s  here .  

The c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of s p r i n g t a i l s  i s  a s  f o l l owso  
Phylum: Arthrogoda 
Class:  I n s e c t a  
Sub-class: Aptery;;ota 
Order: Collenbola 

~amil ton-Smith( l967)  repor ted  i n  a  review of t h e  ar thropods  of 
Aus t ra l i an  caves t h a t  s p r i n g t a i l s  b e l o n g i w  t o  t h e  f a r l i l i e s  Entomo- 
bryidae and Isotoixidae have been found i n  New South Yales caves a t  
Jenolan and Ya r r awob i l l y .  They a r e  apparen t ly  only t r o ~ l o p h i l e s .  
Vandel(1965) i n  h i s  book on biospeleology s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  I so ton idae  
r a r e l y  g ive  r i s e  t o  t r u e  t r o g l o b i t e s  but t h a t  t h e  fami ly  Entomo- 
bryidae inc ludes  nany t r u e  cave species .  

I n  Tasnania specimens co l l e c t ed  by us from Cashion Creek Cave, 
F lo ren t ine  Valley and .a  s i n g l e  specimen c o l l e c t e d  f r o n  Mostyn Hardy 
Cave, Loowana have been i d e n t i f i e d  by Professor  Salmon of t h e  Uni- 
v e r s i t y  of Cant erbury,  New Zealand. 

The specinens f r o n  Cashion Creek Cave have been i d e n t i f i e d  as 
Cerato h  s e l l a  n rna ta  Nic.(family:  ~ n t o m o b r ~ i d a e )  and a new spec i e s  da~'1~i~s-ly : ~ n i n t h u r i d a e  ) . The f i r s t  i s  obviously a 
t r o h  has  a l s o  been recorded hy May(1963) f r o n  Waitomo Cave 
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*rLh I s l a n d  of New Zealand. The second s p e c i e s  may be a  
t r o g l o b i t e  a s  many s p e c i e s  of A r r h o p a l i t e s  elsewhere i n  t k e  world a r e  
cave adapted. 

The s i n g l e  spec inen  from Mostyn Hardy Cave was found t o  be a  new 
spec ies  and genus helonging t o  t h e  fami ly  Pa rone l l idae  which a l s o  
has  many t r o g l o b i t i c  s p e c i e s  o u t s i d e  A u s t r a l i a .  Salmon d e s c r i b e s  t h i s  
specimen a s  .... a q u i t e  unique i n s e c t ,  q u i t e  s t r a n g e  and un l ike  
anything I have eve r  seen  before  i n  anongst t h e  Paronel l inae" .  

Fur the r  specimens of s p r i n g t a i l s  have been c o l l e c t e d  f r o n  
Mostyn Harc7,y Cc:ve9 Loongana; Mersey H i l l  Cave, Mole Creek; and King 
George V Cave a t  Hastink;s. They have a l s o  been s e n t  t o  P ro fessor  
Salmon but have not  ye t  been i d e n t i f i e d .  

For c o l l e c t i n g  Hazel ton and Glennie(1964) i n  B r i t i s h  Caving 
suggest t h e  use  of a small  s i zed  water-colour p a i n t  brush  of good 
q u a l i t y .  illhen f r e s h l y  l i c k e d  i t  can be used e f f e c t i v e l y  t o  pick up 
small cave Pauiia silch a s  s p r i n g t a i l s  and d e p o s i t  then  Z i r e c t l y  i n t o  
a b o t t l e  of : ~ r e s e r v a t i v e .  The brush should be f r e e  of a l c o l ~ o l i c  pre- 
s e r v a t i v e  when used f o r  c o l l e c t i n g  s p r i n g t h i l s  f r o n  water s u r f a c e e  - a e l a l c a h o l  t e n d s  t o  push t h e  su r face  f i l n  of water  away and wi th  i t  
t h e  specinen. They can a l s o  be c o l l e c t e d  from water  s u r f a c e s  usinp 
a n  'eye dropi)er. 

fi Another nethod which we have found very  s u c c e s s f u l  f o r  c o l l e c t -  
ing s p r i n g t a i l s  i s  t h e  use of t r a p s  recornended t o  us  by Dr .Br i t ten  
of C.S.I.iI.O., D iv i s ion  of Entomology, Canberra, f o r  t h e  c o l l e c t i n g  
of cave b e e t l e s .  I n  h i s  own words: 

!'The t r a p s  a r e  3t1x1u tubes  sunk i n t o  mud i n  t h e  cave f l o o r  and 
ba i t ed  wi th  a  wet mixture of ground raw meat and s o f t  cheese which 
has been allowed t o  p u t r i f y  f o r  two weeks(in a  jar covered with a 
c l o t h  t o  exclude f l i e s ) .  A non-vo la t i l e ,  odour less  l i q u i d  i s  requi red  
i n  t h e  bo t ton  of t h e  tube  t o  k i l l  and p rese rve  t h e  i n s e c t s ,  Ethylene 
c l y c o l ( a n t i - f r e e z e )  i s  recormended but  g l y c e r o l  n i g h t  be e f f e c t i v e H .  

A similar nethod has  been used by Stewart  ~ e c k ( H a r v a r d  Univer- 
s i t y )  i n  t h e  U. S.A. but t h e  p rese rv ing  f l u i d  was Galt  l S s o l u t i o n  
( 5  p a r t s  sodiun c h l o r i d e ,  l p a r t  c h l o r a l  h y d r a t e ,  1 p a r t  potassium 
n i t r a t e ,  100 p a r t s  water ) .  Such t r a p s  when used should 1Ti:VIR be l e f t  
i n  p lace  f o r  more t h a n  a  week and p r e f e r a b l y  f o r  a s h o r t e r  per iod of 
time . 

S p r i n 2 t a i l s  can be preserved i n  a  mixture of 70% ne thy la ted  
s p i r i t s  and 309 water  wi th  a  few dropb of g l y c e r i n e  added t o  prevent  
t h e  specimens from becoming b r i t t l e .  A l l  specimens should be l a b e l l e d  
immediately a f t e r  c o l l e c t i o n  ~ i v i n g  t h e  name of t h e  cave and a r e a ,  
t h e  d a t e  c o l l e c t e d  and t h e  name of t h e  c o l l e c t o r  and a l s o  whether 
t h e  specinens were caught i n  t h e  dark  o r  t w i l i g h t  zone. D e t a i l s  a r e  
b e s t  w r i t t e n  i n  p e n c i l  on a small  b i t  of paper i n s e r l e d  i n t o  t h e  tube 
wi th  t h e  s2ecimens. 
Acknowledc~e!.!ent - S. 

Our t h m k s  a r e  due t o  P ro fessor  Salnon of New Zealslnd f o r  h i s  
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id-ent i f  i c a t i o n  of some of t h e  ~ a s h a n i a r i  cave specimens. 
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Search and Rescue L i s t i n g .  

P lease  f i l l  i n  a t t a c h e d  form(at  t h e  end of t h e  S p i e l )  and re -  
t a r n  t o  B i l l  Lehmann, 29A D1arcy S t r e e t ,  South Hobart ,  promptly. 

P lease  f i l l  i n  and r e t u r n  even if - not  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c a l l  out .  
The s e c t i o n s  headed Bush and Caving a r e  s e l f  explanatory  b a t  t h e  
s e c t i o n  headed P i r e  Emer+;ency needs e x p l a i n i w .  T 

A l i s t  h a s  been compiled f o r  t h e  Rural  F i r e s  Board of persons 
i n t e r e d t e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  of Tasmanian bush. This  l i s t  now needs 
u p d a t i w .  Volunteers  would be c a l l e d  upon i n  a n  ener{;ency o n l g  t o  
a s s i s t  i n  t h e  f i g h t i n g  of a f i r e  i n  any a r e a  i n  which t h e y  a r e  i n -  
t e r e s t e d .  This  means t h a t  i f  you a r e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  
Mt.Anne, Denison Range, Prankland Range o r  any o t h e r  p a r t i c u l a r  area 
t o  vo lun tee r  t o  f i c h t  a f i r e  endangering t h a t ' a r e a  and t h e  Rural 
F i r e s  Board r e q u i r e s  e x t r a  he lp  t h e y  w i l l  c a l l  on you. Any person 
c a l l e d  out would be covered by t h e  same arrangement a s  i f  c a l l e d  out  
on a sea rch  and rescue.  B i l l  Lehnann, 

TRIP REPORTS 

Loons Cave, Ida  Bay - Sunday, 6/5/73. 
Party:  K.Kiernan(SCS)leader, Andrew Skinner ,  Rudi F r a n k ( ~ ~ A ) ,  and 
Nichael Cole(SCS). 

Af te r  a l a c k  of t r a n s p o r t  t o  E x i t  Cave and r e l u c t a n c e  t o  f a c e  
t h e  h igh  water  on Fr iday ,  a day t r i p  w a s  a r ranged t o  Loons Cave. 
The ent rance  p i t c h  was rityr:ed wi th  30 m. of l a d d e r  but  i s  i d e a l  f o r  
a b s e i l i n g .  The cave i s  under Lune Sugarloaf and i s  a p j a r e n t l y  over- 
l a i n  wi th  d o l e r i t e  as it h a s  ex tens ive  d e p o s i t s  of mud, probably 
derived by weathering of t h e  d o l e r i t e .  The system i s  jgobebly about 
2  km. i n  l e n e t h ,  of which only  t h e  s t ream passage has  been surveyed 
t o  a  rock p i l e  a t  t h e  upstream end. Sone a t t r a c t i v e  speleothems a r e  
p resen t ,  but mud has  been depos i ted  on much of t h e  f lowstone.  There 
a r e  two l a r c e  avens connectiw: t o  t h e  s t ream passage, Both avens 
r i v a l  those  of Ex i t  Cave f o r  t h e i r  s i z e  and s p e c t a c l e .  Mud i s  every- 
where up t o  a n e t r e  i n  depth.  J u s t  before  t h e  r o c k f a l l ,  we entered  
a passage t r e n d i n c  south-eastwards.  This  was fol lowed u n t i l  it divid- 
ed i n t o  s e v e r a l  low c rawls ,  some of which were unexplored t o  our 
knowledge, A passage t o  t h e  l e f t  l e d  t o  a f i s s u r e  wi th  good decora- 
t i o n .  Here t h e  muddy f o o t p r i n t s  ended. u narrow squeeze p a s t  t h e  
formation proved f r u i t f u l ,  as i t  l e d  t o  a n  abandoned s t r e a n  passaGe 
with a  meandering p a t t e r n  and d r y  mud f l o o r .  A t  t h e  end of t h e  pas- 
sage t h e r e  was a n  ascending f i s s u r e  which seemed t o  c l o s e  up a t  t h e  
top.  On t h e  s i d e s  of t h i s  f i s s u r e  were white f lowstone d e p o s i t s ;  
t he  b e s t  I have seen  a t  Ida  Bay. Al toge the r  about 40 m, of new pas- 
sage was discovered.  Judging from t h e  d r y  n a t u r e  of t h e  passages 
i n  t h e  a r e a ,  it must be under t h e  anconforn i ty ;  and p rospec t s  a r e  
t h u s  l i m i t e d .  On t h e  r e t u r n  t r i p  t h e  p a r t y  e x i t e d  v i a  t h e  lower 
entrance.  This  proved r a t h e r  f u n  as i t  was necessary  t o  swin through 
a  w a t e r - f i l l e d ,  very  narrow passage,  wi th  only  about .3  n, of 
a i r  space i n  s e v e r a l  s e c t i o n s .  Andrew Skinner.  
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Khazad-dum ( ~ e y p e n t i n e  Extension)  - 12/5/73. 
Par ty :  Pe te r  Shaw, B i l l  Lehmann, Chuck ( ? ) a  v i s i t o r  frocl 17. S. 

The prospect  of a surveying t r i p  down t h e  Serpent ine  Extension 
was enouL;h t o  d i v e r t  me from a n  SCS t r i p  t o  Zulu Pot. Af t e r  a  quick 
whip-around, we got  enough gea r  f o r  Chuck and o f f  we went. The water 
pouring i n t o  Khazad-dun made me r e g r e t  f o r g e t t i r g  my parka. ~t t h e  
t op  of t h e  70 '  p i t c h  i n  t h e  Serpent ine  ex tens ion  we placed a b o l t ,  
and then  abse i l ed  over. There was as much water  going down t h e  Ser- 
pen t ine ,  as t h e r e  i s  i n  t h e  n a i n  streanway a f t e r  a d ry  period.  Down 
the  narrow winding streamway t o  t h e  t o p  of t h e  50' p i t c h ,  we climbed. 
A t  t h e  50' p i t c h ,  t h e  passage turned a  sharp  h a i r p i n  corner  almost 
running back underneath i t s e l f .  Severa l  nore s h o r t  p i t c h e s ,  and we 
ernereed on t h e  n a i n  streamway. We followed t h e  s t r e a ~ : ~  up t o  t h e  big 
w a t e r f a l l ,  which was c rash ing  down, an  i n p r e s s i v e  si;-ht .  Af te r  f i v e  
hours underl-c;round, we s e t  o f f  back upwards wi th  t h e  u n a t t r a c t i v e  
prospect  of t h r e e  wet p i t c h e s  f a c i n g  us.  We gathered a t  t h e  bot ton  
of t h e  70'  p i t c h  with.Chuck and myself very  wet and cold. Af t e r  what 
seemed l i k e  a n  i n t e r n i n a b l e  p ru s ik ,  we a l l  reached t h e  t o p  of t h e  

d 

p i t c h  and s t a ~ ~ e r e d  o f f  towards t h e  entrance.  An e i ~ h t  and a ha l f  
hour t r i p ,  allcl t h e  Serpent ine connect ion  now d e f i n i t e l y  e s t ab l i shed  

n 
and surveyed. Pe te r  Shaw. 
Hhstings Area - 12,13 May, 1973. 
Par ty :  Kevin Kiernan, Ros.Bel1, David Nichols,  Fiona Skinner ,  Kath 
Idedlock, Andrew Skinner and on Sat .only ;  A lbe r t ,  Therese and Hi la ry  
Goede. 

On Saturday a sho r t  t r i p  was made t o  Francistown, near  Dover, 
t o  c o l l e c t  na tu r e  specimens of cave c r i c k e t s .  I m a t u r e  specimens 
co l l e c t ed  e a r l i e r  suggested t h a t  it nay be a new species .  The cave 
i t s e l f  i a  i n  sandstone,  probably T r i a s s i c ,  and i s  si:??ly a p i l e  of 
t a l u s .  wi th  a  small creek running underneath. Unfortunately t h e  cave 
had been r e c e n t l y  f looded and most of t h e  bugs had moved out .  Kevin 
and Alber t  managed t o  c o l l e c t  a  few c r i c k e t s  wh i l s t  t h e  o t h e r s  look- 
ed around t h e  bush f o r  orchids .  On Saturday a f t e rnoon  t h e  Inaugural  
Lune River Dcrby w a s  he ld .  Kevin and 1 , t h e  two compet i tors  s t a r t e d  
out a t  t h e  i i t ; s t i e s  wearing wet s u i t s  and mounting l i l o s .  The r i v e r  
was r a t h e r  hi{:h a f t e r  t h e  recen t  r a i n s  and a b r i s k  pace ensued. We 
came ac ro s s  a  l o t  of r a t h e r  nas ty  r a p i d s  and imoedia te ly  piked out 
of t h a t  s e c t i o n  by wading i n  shal low water.  The main o b s t a c l e s  were 
l ogs  t h a t  had f a l l e n  and blocked t h e  r i v e r .  No punctures  occured and 

e soon t h e  q u i e t  water above t h e  Lune br idge  was n e t .  The l a s t  mile  
was p a i n f u l l y  slow a s  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  f a l l  i n  t h e  r i v e r ,  and we 

-I had t o  padtlle. Anybody know any o t h e r  r i v e r s  wi th  p l en ty  of f a s t  
water and easy  access?  

The aim on Sunday w a s  t o  survey H e l l ' s  Half Acre but  a f t e r  de- 
scendinc i n t o  i iystery Chamber and lookiing a t  t h e  swollen na tu re  of 
t h e  creek t h e  p r o j e c t  was abandoned i n  favour  of nud - s l i c l i q .  Survey- 
in,- t h e  res$  of Newdegate w i l l  probably have t o  w a i t  f o r  some time. 
S t i l l ,  t h e r e  i s  ample surveying t o  be done i n  Wolf Hole and King 
George V,  even i n  wet weather. Andrew Skinner.  
On a  v i s i t  t o  t h e  mainland:- 
Bungonia Caving - 20/5/73. 
Par ty :  J u l i a  James, Tony Dowling, Les,  John, 2  Grahans ( a l l  Sydney 
cavers )  and Phi1  robin son(^^^). 

Bungonia i n  N.S. has  t h e  mainlands deepes t  caves.  These a r e  
very d i f f e r e n t  t o  t h e  Tasmanian v a r i e t y .  I n  genera l  hne has  numerous 
c o n s t r i c t i o n s ,  f o u l  a i r ( u p  t o  8% C O 2 ) ,  warmth, dryness  and ba t s .  The 
cavers  d r i ve  r i g h t  up t o  t h e  cave en t rances  and o f t e n  canp f i v e  yards 
away. There nus t  have been nea r l y  100 cavers  camped i n  t h e  d ry ,  open 
woodland du r in -  t h e  weekend. Many appeared a s  novice type  crews(boy 
s c o u t s ( ? )  , e t c .y  with hemp, l a d d e r s  and inexperience.  The deepest  
system i s  B 24, Odyssey Cave a t  -485'. 

Tony and I f i r s t  v i s i t e d  t h e  " D r u n l '  wh i l s t  J u l i a  took t h e  r e s t  
of t h e  p a r t y  down Acoustic P i t .  The Drum p i t c h  i s  a  b e a u t i f u l  s h a f t  
( 140 ' )  and very  warm. I prusiked out  s l o w l y  t o  a d i ~ i r e  t h e  b a t s  which 
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were c l u s t e r e d  on t h e  walls on ly  3-4' awa . The e n t r a n c e  passa{{e t o  
Accoust ic  P i t  i s  v e r y  smal l (approx .  l X It d rops  down and a l o n g  
f o r  approx.lOOt t o  a chamber a t  t h e  t o p  of a 1 0 6 '  p i t c h .  Julia had i t  
laddered  and w a s  h a p p i l y  b e l a y i n g  people  up and down. I was next  i n  
t h e  queue and descended y e t  a n o t h e r  v e r y  a e s t h e t i c  s h a f t  superbly- 
rounded and dry.  J u l i a  and s e l f  t h e n  headed ou t  f o r  l u n c h  and B 24 
a s  Tony o rgan i sed  t h e  der ig i ; ing .  

Thoucl? l e s s  t h a n  h a l f  t h e  d e p t h  of K.D., Odyssey i s  s t i l l  a good 
s p o r t i n g ' p o t ,  p robably  t h e  h a r d e s t  on t h e  mainland as w e l l  as t h e  
deepes t .  The e n t r a n c e  i s  ""7 s m a l l .  One d r o p s  th rough  s e b e r a l  con- 
s t r i c t i o n s ( v e r t i c a 1  squeezes  i n  a rock  p i l e  u n t i l  t h e  passage  en- 
l a r g e s  enough t o  walk. Then f o l l o w  26 '  and 67'  p i t c h e s  t o  t h e  ' s h a l e g  
band c l i n b .  Hzre t h e  CO2 became n o t i c e a b l e .  I found c y s e l f  swea t ing  
and b rea th in i ,  v e r y  h e a v l l y .  The s h a l e  band p i t c h  i s  a 1 2 0 '  c l imb a t  
an a q l e  of approx.45O. Below t h i s  i s  a 65'  f r e e % p i t c h  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  
f i n a l  chaober(100 'x60 '  X 7 0 ' h i g h )  and sump. According t o  J u l i a  ca rbon  
d iox ide  c o n t e n t  was around 3.576 (compared w i t h  0.03% norfilal atmos- 
phere) .  We j u a r e d  ou t  f a i r l y  q u i c k l y ,  t h e  soone r  t h e  good e i r  t h e  
b e t t e r .  It came 20'  up t h e  2nd. p i t c h  l i k e  a s h a r p  i n v i s i b l e  boundary. 
I was suddenly coo l  and f e e l i n g  v e r y  r e f r e s h e d .  Above t h e  26 '  p i t c h  
we were n e t  by Tony and t h e  o t h e r s  who he lped  f e r r y  t h e  {;ear th rough  
t h e  boulder  p i l e .  Ire h i t  t h e  s u r f a c e  i n  a r e c o r d  t i n e  of 2 h r s .  29 m. 

Having been f o r m e r l y  l e d  on by u n s y n p a t h e t i c  d e s c r i p t i o n s ,  I 
was p l e a s a n t l y  s u r p r i s e d  by t h e  Bungonia caves ,  Coupled w i t h  a t r i p  
down t h e  fanous  ;-orge a v i s i t  t o  t h e  a r e a  i s  w e l l  worthwhile.  Many 
thanks  t o  J u l i a ,  Tony and CO.  f o r  t h e i r  generous  h o s p i t a l i t y .  

Ph i1  Robinson. 

Mole Creek - 1 9 , 2 0  May, 1973. 
Par ty :  kndrew Sk inne r ,  Harvey Cohen(nain1and v i s i t o r ) ,  David Nichols ,  
De l i a  Maloney, and S teve  and C h r i s  Harris and Mike Cole from SCS. 

The air1 was t o  r u n  a combined t r i p  t o  Mole Creek w i t h  SCS t o  
s w v e y  Dangerous Hole ,  do sone t r a c k  marking i n  Geor{;ies---Wet Cave 
and t o  c o l l e c t  bugs i n  Maracocrpa I. 

Dar id ,  Harvey and I l e f t  on P r i d a y n i g h t ,  i n t e n d i w  t o  meet t h e  
o t h e r s  a t  t h e  Wet Caves camps i te  a t  1 0  a m .  on Saturday.  A s  no c a v e r s  
had a r r i v e d  by noon, we s e t  o f f  f o r  Eldorado I i n  Georg ies  Hal l .  
Af t e r  i n s p e c t i n g  t r a c k  n a r k i n g  p r o g r e s s  done by SCS durin;: t h e i r  
Eas$rer t r i p  b o o t s  were renoved t o  walk on f lows tone  a r e a s .  S e v e r a l  
photographs were t a k e n  i n  Eldorado I. A s  we had no t r a c k  marking 
[year t o  f i n i s h  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  we e x i t e d  a f t e r  about  two hours .  Back a t  *- 
camp we met D e l i a ,  who in fo rned  u s  t h a t  a f t e r  a l a t e  s tar t  t h e  r e s t  
of t h e  p a r t y  hae l e f t  t o  survey  Dangerous Hole. A f t e r  l u n c h  we en- 
t e r e d  Wet Caves. None of u s  had been t h e r e  b e f o r e  and were cqelighte?\ 
t o  v i s i t  a wel l -decora ted  outf low cave ,  i n  remarkably ZOO< cond i t i on .  
We remained r e l a t i v e l y  d r y  u n t i l  t h e  szcond e n t r a n c e ,  where waist 
deep wate r  was encounte red .  Upstream w~:re s e v e r a l  l a r g e  chambers 
w i t h  e x c e l l e n t  ? e c o r a t i o n ,  mainly  f l ows tone ,  shawls  and d i s p l a y s  of 
straw s t a l a c t i t e s .  The o n l y  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  observed were s c a t t e r e d  
d e 2 o s i t s  of cand le  g r e a s e .  Upon r e a c h i n g  a r o c k f a l l ,  w i t h  a survey  
s t a t i o n  marked ftVSA E a s t e r  ' 73  N0.47'~, we r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  second 
en t r ance .  l i p l ~ a r e n t l y  t h i s  r o c k f a l l  i s  o n l y  a s h o r t  c l i s tance  f rom 
Georgies ,  b u t  i s  s e p a r a t e d  by deep  wate r .  S t e v e ,  C h r i s  and Nichae l  
surveyed Baiy;erous Hole u n t i l  a c r e e k  w a s  found f l o w i n i  t h rou t -h  
t a l u s .  Unfo r tuna t e ly  t h e  c rebk  was n o t  n e g o t i a b l e  and few p r o s p e c t s  
e x i s t  f o r  a l ink-up  w i t h  o t h e r  caves  i n  t h e  Mole -Creek system. On 
Sunday Croesus was v i s i t e d ,  n a i n l y  t o  show Harvey what a uclecenttf 
Tasmanian cave w a s  l i k e .  Some unneces sa ry  markers ,  two n o r e  O ~ W S  
and a q u a n t i t y  of w i r e  were removed. There i s  s t i l l  r u b b i s h  n e a r  
t h e  Master lock.  Andrew "k inner  . 
S i x  Days A s  A T r o g l ~ d y t e  - 

o r  - E x i t  Cave Report  - May, 1973. 
P a r t i e s :  Andrew Sk inne r ,  Noelene S y l v e s t e r ( ~ ~ ~ ~ S S )  and photographer  

Bennet t  from Geeveston from Tues-Friday;  and B r i a n  C o l l i n ,  
Ph i1  Robinson, Glen Kowalik, A. Sk inne r  'and Mark(?) f o r  t h e  weekend. 
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The f i r s t  p a r t  of t h e  week w a s  spent  on p r i v a t e  r e s ea r ch  an2 

photography i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  before t he -  t a l u s .  be walked i n  on Tuesday 
evening t o  f i n d  t h e  water -at -the entrmc-e ~ - ~ W - B P I O U ~ ~ I  t o  wade. 
Wednesday: Xnercinp from t h e  Wind Tunnel Camp i n  t h e  'uorninfrv i t  was 
observed t h a t  t h e  water had r i s e n  by almost 2 metres ,  so photography 
was confined t o  t h e  f i r s t  s e c t i o n  of t h e  cave. Richard, who i s  a 
p ro fess iona l  photographer,  c e r t a i n l y  brought some equipnent: two 
Pentax caneras ,  a small  R o l l e i  mini camera, a l a r g e  f l a s h  powered by 
a l e ad  ac id  b a t t e r y  weighing much nore  than  a n  accumulator and a 
Sunpack f l a s h  u n i t .  This  coapared r a t h e r  favourably  with my s i n g l e  
Pentax and s n a l l  f l a s h  u n i t .  We spent  n ine  hours  photo@raphing t h e  
l a r g e  chanbers i n  t h e  f i r s t  s e c t i o n  of t h e  cave,  us ing  up t o  t h i r t y  
s i n g l e  f l a s h e s  pe r  photograph. 
Thursdax: The water  had r i s e n  much more and most of t h i s  'day'  w a s  
spent  i n  s l e ep ing  bags i n  t h e  !Yind Tunnel, w r i t i n g  a n  a r t i c l e  on 
cave photography f o r  a macazine. A t  2200 hours ,  t h e  water  had drop- 
ped enough t o  e a s i l y  c r o s s  t h e  DvEntrecasteaux.  Eight  hours  were 
spent  photo,;ra~diing t h e  h i ch  l e v e l  s e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of t h e  
cave; wi th  nos t  time being spent i n  t h e  Hammer Passage. For t h e  f i r s t  
t i n e  I went throuch t h e  squeeze and v i s i t e d  t h e  innermost r ecesses  
of t h i s  a r ea .  Not ye t  re-r?arked, t h e  Harmer Passage i s  i n  p r i s t i n e  
condit ion.  
F r i d a ~ :  Hichard and Noelene l e f t  a t  1300 hours ,  l e av ing  ne a t  t h e  
ou t s ide  c a q s i t e .  A f t e r  l i g h t i n g  a f i r e  and drying out g e a r ,  I was 
forced  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  ent rance  chanber by r a i n .  By 2300 hours  I 
had s e t  up canp on a p i l e  of tailus. The o the r  p a r t y  arrived. soon 
a f t e r  en rou t e  t o  Camp 11. Being q u i t e  s e t t l e d  I decided t o  fo l low 
them i n  e a r l y  on Saturday. 
Saturdax: The t r i p  i n  w a s  unevent fu l ,  except f o r  f a l l i n g  i n  t h e  
creek twice.  Whilst P h i l  took Mark and Glen t o  look a t  Conference 
Concourse, Rr ian  and I corimenced t o  excavate t h e  bed of a small 
creek. This meets t h e  main stream passage nor th  of t h e  Entrance Creek 
Passage and f lows f r o m  a north-wester ly d i r e c t i o n .  ( s e e  sketch).Whilst  
t h e  lzr{;e passace a longs ide  i s  blocked by t a l u s ,  t h e  creek  has  a 
s t r onc  draui , l i t ,but  has  been i n f i l l e d  wi th  g r ave l  and mud.We s t a r t e d  
digging we l l  back from t h e  t i g h t  s e c t i o n  and excavated a t r ench  7 D. 
10ng,O.6 n. wide and 0.3 a. deep. The nud and g r ave l  w a s  removed by 
bucket t o  a nearby s i d e  passage. ~ f t e r  about f o u r  hours  we both had 
so re  Sacks and r e t i r e d  t o  Can$ 11. Fur the r  d izg ing  would be nore 
comfortable i n  a wet s u i t .  One more s p e l l  a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  nay be 
enough as t h e  passape could become l a r g e r  soon. 

, Sunday: P h i l  took Glen and Mark t o  look a t  t h e  Western Passage while 
' r/ , Brian  gathered up gea r  a t  t h e  d i g  2nd I stayed i n  bed.After lunch a t  

Camp I1 we re turned t o  t h e  ent rance  v i a  E d i e v s  Treasure ,  Dev i l ' s  
Stovepipe, t h e  Pendulum and Harmer Passage. Andrew Skinner. 

- --.- 

&VCR shaded 
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T r i p .  r e p o r t  anti map o f   in& deorge - -v  have - n e x t  month. 


