


Speleo ~ p i e l . ( ~ o . 8 2 ) .  Page 1. A u ~ u s t ,  1973. 

Editor:  Andrew Skinner. 

FORWARD PROGWiE . 
Uug.10-12 - Mole Creek. F r i :  Croesus(photography,rubbish re- 

moval. ) 
Sat:  Kubla Khan (~ho tog raphy)  Andrew Skinner. 
Sat:  Pyramid-Cow Cave through t r i p .  R.1hnsfield. 
Sun: Georgies Hall-Wet Cave. Andrew Skinner. 

Aug. 14-17 - Exit  Cave. Extended mid-week t r i p  f o r  photography 
and surveying. kndrew Skinnier. 

Aug.18,19 ~unee -~1oEen t ine .  Sat  : Track n a r k i w  i n  Welcome 
Stranger.  Sun: Surf ace walking around swal le t s  
(KD, cauldron Pot )  and Junee cave. Andrew Skinner. 

Aug. 25,26 - Hastings. Sat :  Complete survey of Wolf Hole. . George V and/or Newdegat e (  easy t o u r i s t  
type day Andrew Skinner. 

/ Sept. 2 - 
c. 

Sun: Ki3 
Florent ine .  Day t r i p  t o  Frarikcombe Cave. 
Lots o f  crawling. Noel White. 

4 
U 

Sept. 5 - General meeting. Sinon and Janet  St  ephens ' , 
43 Seaview Ave., Taroona. 8 p.m.  

n Septt .+ l0  - Maria Is land.   ate tenta t ive:  Mike Ja , ,oets  boat. 
Sea caves i n  north of i s l and .  A.Skinner. 

Sept. l 5  - ANNUAL DINNER. Black Buffalo Hote1,opp. Hobart 
Matric.Col1. Bookings with P $ 2.50 deposi t  p.hd. t o  
Therese Goede by the  5th  o f  Sept. Balance of 

2.00 per.head t o  be paid before t h e  12 th  Sept. 
Cheques should be made payable t o  Tas Caaerneerine 
Club. F u l l  payment may be made when booking i f  
p re fe r red .  

Mid November - Surpr ise  Bay(wa1king t r i p ) .  Andrew Skinner. 

PICTON R I V E R  - Track-cutting most weekends. Contact B i l l  Leh- 
nann o r  Brian Co l l i n  on Wednesday n igh t s  a t  
66 Wentworth S t r e e t ,  Sth.Hobart. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . * . . . . . . . . . . 0 . . . . . . . . . .  ..................***.*.**........... 
Edi to r i a l .  

Once aga in  t h e  mighty Exit  Cave i s  i n  t h e  l imel igh t .  Clu5 
a c t i v i t i e s  seen t o  have turned f r o m  t h e  watery depths of Junee t o  
t h e t f r i e n d l y t  atmosphere of Ida Bay. Since January t h i s  year t e n  
t r i p s  have been t o  t he  a r e a  and many more a r e  planned. A c t i v i t i e s  
have included t r ack  marking, exp lora t ion  i n  Loons Cave, photography, 
an  abo r t i ve  d ig ,  i nves t iga t ion  f o r  road access ,  surface  explora t ion 
and nunbering on t h e  nor thern  s i d e  of Marble H i l l ,  and t h e  prepara- 
t i o n  of a  d e t a i l e d  nap of t h e  s e c t i o n  before t h e  t a l u s .  BUT t he re  
a r e  l i t e r a l l y  years  of work t o  be done - a t  l e a s t  two miles  a r e  
unsurveyed and the re  must be many undescended pots  on Marble H i l l .  

Late ly  TCC has had an  i n f l u x  of new members and prospectives.  
Ida Bay i s  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  a rea  where t h e i r  energy and enthusiasm 
might be absorbed. Urgent p r i o r i t i e s  a r e :  - conple t ion of napping and surveying - SRT t r a i n i n g  

- descent of potholes on Marble H i l l  - those  avens must lead 
soaewhere. 

On the  conservation/tourisn s ide  i n t e r e s t  has  been correspondingly 
high. Active lobbying has continued on t h e  Scenic Reserve pro o sa l ,  ? f i r s t  subni t ted  by TCC i n  1971. A l o c a l  group i s  most i n t e r e s  ed 
i n  opening t h e  f i r s t  s e c t i o n  o f  t he  cave f o r  t o u r i s n  but have been 
unable t o  ob t a in  povernment approval f o r  t h e i r  plans.  A de ta i l ed  
manageme~t/tlevelopment p lan  i s  being prepared f o r  t h e  a r ea  and 
should be c o q ~ l e t e d  i n  e a r l y  November. Andrew Skinner. 
L e t t e r s  t o  t he  Editor .  
h Andrew, 

Noted i n  t h e  l a s t  Sp ie l  t w o  a r t i c l e s  wherein zrid r e f e r -  
ences t o  caves a t  ~Maria Is land and j n  t h e  F loren t ine  Valley were 
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published. 

I su,~,;est t h i s  p rac t i ce  i s  undesi rable  and should be diseon- 
tinued imledia te ly .  Journals  of caving groups can r e a d i l y  f i n d  t h e i r  
way i n t o  t h e  hands of non-conservation or iented people. Although in-  
t he  present  cases doubt less  l i t t l e  damage could be done, d i f f i c u l t i e s  
a s  t o  where one must draw the  l i n e  emer(;e. 

I would request  t h a t  a l l  l oca t iona l  information be t he re fo re  
r e s t r i c t e d  t o  a . d i s t r i b u t i o n  no wider than  the  average f i l e  drawer. 

Cheers, 
Kevin Kiernan. 

MISCELL-NdGUS . 
-==- 

A warm welcome i s  extended t o  t h e  fol lowing new mer.lbers who. - 
were e lec ted a t  t h e  August general  neet ing.  
Laurie Moody, 13 Mason S t r e e t  Claremont, 7011. 
Glen ~ inn in{ ; ton (  Junior member), 20 Leighland Road, Claremont , 7011. 
Wendy lflold, Jane Frankl in  Hal l ,  Davey S t r ee t .  Wendy i s  a former 

member of t h e  Northern Branch. 
Michelle P a r r e l l ,  1B/19 French S t r e e t ,  Dynnyrne, 7005. 
Mike Jagoe, B y r i q v a l e  Hostel ,  2 Midwood St .  , New Town, 7008. 
Greg S t r ick lan2 ,  c/o Dept.of Envirornantal Design, TCAE, Mt.NeYson. 
Leonie Smith, 23 M t .  S tua r t  Road, M t .  S tuar t .  

TCC(Northern Branch) have forned a new group, Northern Caverneers. 
They a r e  t o  a p l ~ l y  t o  ASP a t  the  Melbourne committee nect iqq f o r  f u l l  
nembershipb Best wishes f o r  a c t i v e  caving i n  t he  north. 

This month we l o s e  two of o u r  m o s t  a c t i v e  nenbers. Albert Goede i s  
leaving f o r  t h e  ANZAAS Conference i n  Per th  and a t r i p  t o  t he  Kimber- 
l e y ~ ( ~ . ~ . ) .  > ,h i l i p  Robinson i s  l e a v i q  f o r  England, v i a  New Guinea. 
Phi1 was Vice-President l a s t  year and has been a dominant f a c t o r  i n  
our recent  successes a t  Junee. We w i l l  m i s s  h i s  enthusiasm and 
energy f o r  t h e  next s i x  months. Our l o s s  w i l l  be Ew:lands ga in  
(caving wise) .  
S t a t e  Ziason - Council. 

A t  a r - le~t in i  held a t  t h e  SCS clubroona t h e  f o l l o w i m  cha r t e r  
was drawn up and has been. subsequently accepted a t  t h e  T e ~  g e n e r a l . .  , 

meeting. A.Skinner and W.Lehmann were e lec ted  a s  delef;ates and 
S.Stephens w i l l  a t t end  while Rlber t  Goede i s  away. 

CHAI :TCR FOR THE TASMANIAN COUNCIL OF SPELEOLOGY. .--- P 

1. The Council s h a l l  be know a s  t he  Tasmanian Council of Speleology. 
2. Menbershi;) of the  Council s h a l l  be open t o  a l l  Pefieration member 

s o c i e t i e s  wi thin  t h e  s t a t e  of Tasmania. 
3. Each nenher soc i e ty  s h a l l  be represented on council  by i t s  Pres i -  

dent and t w o  add i t i ona l  delegates  who s h a l l  a c t  a s  i t s  spokesnen 
and s h a l l  between then exerc ise  a s ing l e  vote on behalf of 
t h e i r  soc ie ty .  

4.'The purposes of t h e  Council s h a l l  be: 
a )  where a i ~ r o p r i a t e ,  t o  speak on behalf of o r  t o  r e ~ r e s e n t  t he  

i n t e r e s t s  of a l l  nenber s o c i e t i e s .  
b )  t o  arrange such jo in t  a c t i v i t i e s  o r  i n t e g r a t i o n  of soc i e ty  

a c t i v i t i e s  a s  nay be agreed by the  member soo ie t i e s .  
c )  t o  provide a forwn f o r  d i scuss ion  of i s s u e s  of concern t o  men- 
ber  s o c i e t i e s ,  and when agreed by the  Council, t o  t ake  a c t i o n  
on such i s ~ u e s .  

d)  t o  provide a c l e a r i q ;  house f o r  the  exchange of information 
o r  o ther  co~nmunication between member s o c i e t i e s .  

e )  t o  undertake any o ther  a c t i o n  o r  func t ions  agreed by member 
s o c i e t i e s .  
provi-ded t h a t  no a c t i o n s  of the  Council s h a l l  c o n f l i c t  with t he  
general  p o l i c i e s  of t he  Federat ion,  and t h a t  no a c t i o n s  s h a l l  be 
taken i n  res3ect  of mat ters  ou ts ide  of t h e  geoc-rapliical a r ea  
covered by t e Council 's  meabership. 

5. The Council s h a l l  e l e c t  from amongst de lega tes  i t s  own cha&rqm, 
secre ta ry  and t r ea su re r .  

6. Levies r+ay 5e char,;ed upon neaber s o c i e t i e s  i n  or2er  t o  f inance 
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a c t i v i t i e s  of t he  Council, provided t h a t  any such levy  must be 
approved by a l l  member s o c i e t i e s .  I n  t he  event of such a  levy 
being charged, an  audited f i n a n c i a l  statement s h a l l  be prepared 
and c i r cu l a t ed  once i n  each calender year.  

(1t was decided by t h e  member s o c i e t i e s  t h a t  t h e i r  share  of t he  
p r o f i t  f r o n  t h e  ASP Convention i n  1970 be made ava i l ab l e  t o  t he  
Council.) 
7. Meetings s h a l l  be convened by the  chairman e i t h e r  on own 

dec i s ion ,  a s  determined by the  Council, o r  a t  t h e  request  of 
any two nember s o c i e t i e s ,  provided t h a t  a  meeting must be held 
a t  l e a s t  twice i n  each calendar year.  No dec i s ions  s h a l l  be 
taken without represeh ta t ion  f r o n  a l l  nember s o c i e t i e s .  

8. The chairman s h a l l  f u r n i s h  a  r epo r t  t o  t h e  Committee of t he  
Federat ion a t  each n e e t i x  of t h a t  Committee. 

Rules: 

Ad Hoc Cornlittees w i l l  be chaired by a n  e x i s t i n g  Cowlcil delegate.  
Ad Hoc Cornlittees may be formed f o r  p a r t i c u l a r  func t ions  and as 

such s h a l l  conta in  r ep re sen ta t i ves  f r o n  each Society but not 
neces sa r i l y  Council delegates .  

(Three Ad Hoc Committees were suggested; Cave Documentation, 
Conservation, and Search and Rescue). 

DON'T SCRWP OUR BLUFF, i s  the  t i l t e  o f ' the  l a t e s t  Precipi tous  
Bluff ca r  s t i c k e r .  I n  case you missed t h e  public  forum a t  t he  Town 
Hal l  the  Government i s  preparing a management p lan f o r  t h e  area.  
The Club has  been advised by correspondence f r o n  t h e  Minister  f o r  
t he  Environment t h a t  t h i s  i s  t o  be re leased soon. The forum was 
attended by some 400 who l i s t ened  t o  severa l  speakers,  inc luding 
Mr.Bruce Champion who presented a  very persuasive ar , ,pnent  on t h e  
uneconomic nature  of mining i n  t h e  area .  Pat Wessing, a  foundation 
member of T C C ,  received media coverage when she spoke of t he  poor 
economic condi t ions  i n  Esperance and the  need f o r  zonin;; i n  the  
area .  The Journal  of t he  Sydney Speleological  Society devotes almost 
i t s  e n t i r e  i s s u e  t h i s  month t o  an  e d i t o r i a l  and t r i p  r e p ~ r t  on 
Precipi tous  Bluff .  The Journal can he borrowed from t h e  Secre tary ,  
a s  well  a s  c a r  s t i c k e r s  and o ther  information. 

Correction: Speleo Sp ie l ,  No.81: The a r t i c l e  on Maria Is. was 
w r i t t e n  bf Andrew Skinner. snother  t r i p  t o  t h e  a rea  i s  planned f o r  
the  school holidays.  

- - 

TCC i s  preparing a Submission f o r  t h e  Enquiry i n t o  t h e  National 
Es t a t e ,  mainly concerning Ex i t ,  Croesus and Kubla Khan Caves. Our 
a t i t u d e s  t o  t h e  s a l e  of speleothems, zoning i n  cave areas .  Ideas 
and s l i d e s  of Kubla Khan and Croesus t o  Andrew Skinner. 

+++ Some he lp  i n  addressing wrappers, s tanping covers and c o l l a t i n g  
the  Sp ie l  wpuld be appreciated.  Anyone with a n  anb i t i on  t o  w i e l d  a 
rubber s t a q  o r  punch i n  s t a p l e s  p lease  see  Therese a t  8  Bath S t . ,  
Bat tery  Point.  +++ 
Next i s s u e ,  a r t i c l e  on Bast ings by Roy Skinner. 

PIfiST AUSTMLIAN CO&T-RENCE ON CAVE TOURISM. 
The F i r s t  Aust ra las ian  Conference on Cave Tourism, sponsored 

by the  Aus t ra l i an  Speleological  Federat ion,  was held a t  ~ e n o l a n  
Caves House, MS'JI~ on July  10-13, 1973. This was a t tended by approx. 
f o r t y  s p c l e o l o r i s t s  and r ep re sen ta t i ves  from Touris t  and Xational 
Parks organisa t ions  i n  a l l  s t a t e s ,  t h e  Northern Te r r i t o ry  and ACT. 

Matters of i n t e r e s t  t o  t o u r i s t  cave operators  and adminis t ra t -  
o r s  were discussed from steam cleaning of t he  Orient Czve, Jenolan 
t o  a  p r o ~ o s a l  f o r  a t h r e e  day seminar f o r  cave puides a t  t h e  College 
of Advanced Education, Canberra. 

Of p r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  was t he  declared b e l i e f  t h a t  t he  demand 
f o r  r ec rea t iona l  a r ea s  i n  Aus t ra l i a  w i l l  c e r t a i l y  increase  g r e a t l y  
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i n  t h e  near  f u t u r e ,  and t h a t  c a r e f u l  planning f o r  t h i s  i n c r e a s e  
should be undertaken a t  t h e  p resen t  time. Caves must p l a y  a v i t a l  
r o l e  i n  t h i s  planning,  wi th  Western A u s t r a l i a  and Tasmania p laying  
t h e  major r o l e s  as t h e  s t a t e s  wi th  t h e  h i g h e s t  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  f u t u r e  
develapJ2ents. 

It w a s  su[:?,ested t h a t  a follow-up conference could be held i n  
Tasnania i n  1975. R.K. Skinner. 
TRIP REPORTS. 

Sphinx Rock - Climbing P r a c t i c e ,  22/7/73. 
Partg:  Phi1 Robinson, Ros B e l i ,  k l b e r t  Goede, Andrew Skinner ,  Laur ie  
Moody, Glen Pinnington,  and b r o t h e r  Sean, Ruben ?, Richzrd Schmidt, 
B i l l  Hardemam, and u t i l l a  Vrana. 

Alber t  and P h i l i p  spent  t h e  morning on SRT w h i l s t  Ros and I 
introduced t h e  o t h e r s  t o  l a d d e r  work. Glen and Laur ie  proved t o  be 
q u i t e  p r o f f i c i e n t  but  t h e  o t h e r  two need sone more p r a c t i c e  before  
a t tempt ing  s e r i o u s  c l i n b i q  underground. I n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  I d i d  - -  
sone SRT w h i l s t  t h e  o t h e r s  continued l adder ing .  Richard and B i l l  
dropped i n  f o r  a quick look before  d e p a r t i n g  f o r  Launcestmn. Late  i n  
t h e  a f t e r n o o n  I h i l i p  and d t i l l a  decided t o  go up t o  t h e  Organ Pipes.  

Andrew Skinner.  1 

Exi t  Cave - 28,29/7/73. 
Par tg :  Andrew skim er(^), Laur ie  Moody(P), Glen Pinr~in.&on(P), 
Huben ? and two o t h e r  p rospec t ives .  

The ail! of t h i s  t r i p  was t o  draw i n  t h e  d e t a i l  on t h e  t r a v e r s e  
which was surveyed a  fo r tn i [<h t  before .  The t r a v e r s e  had been p l o t -  
t ed  on t h r e e  larF;e s h e e t s .  These s h e e t s  were t aken  i n t o  t h e  cave 
and t h e  d e t a i l  napped. On Saturday t h e  s e c t i o n  from t h e  t a l u s  t o  
Camp l ( i n c 1 u d i n g  t h e  h igh  l e v e l  s i d e  passages)  was completed. Laur ie  
I?o& t h e  o t h e r s  i n t o  t h e  s e c t i o n  behind t h e  Pendulum, but  no th ing .  
new was found. I took s e v e r a l  B&W photos wi th  m u l t i p l e  f l a s h .  On 
Sunday morning a watch was kept  a t  t h e  en t rance  f o r  Nick Gould who 
was t o  walk i n  f o r  a  da t r i p  but d i d  not  a r r i v e .  A s  i t  was l a t e  
( o r  were we simply l a z y  3 we abandmned p lans  t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  Lag of 
rubbish  a t  Camp 2. Laur ie  and t h e  o t h e r s  i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  two pas- 
sages leadin[{ e a s t  near  t h e  ent rance  w h i l s t  I completed t h e  nap 
and took nore  photos.  A f t e r  a quick lnnch o u t s i d e  we reached t h e  
c a r s  before  3  p.n. Andrew Skinner.  

Climbing p r a c t i c e  ?? - July 7 ,  1973. '-- 

Bruce Chetwynd, Andrew Skinner ,  Greg S t r i c k l a n d  and John Bluhdorn. 
Scene : National F i t n e s s  Camp, Esperance. 
Event: Dept. of Environmental I l e s i ~ n  O r i e n t a t i o n  Day. 

The morninc was spent  looking  f o r  a  s u i t a b l e  t r e e  f o r  r i g g i n g  
a  rope from. A l i k e l y  specimen w a s  found and t h e  a f t e r n o o n  was 
spent  a b s e i l i n g .  Andrew Skinner.  

Wolf Hole - 8/7/73. 
Par ty :  kndrew ~ k i n n e r ( ~ ) ,  Michel le  ~ a r r e l l ( ~ ) ,  Bruce chetwynd(p) 
and Ross b n s f  i e l d .  

Af ter  a r a t h e r  l a t e  start t h e  p a r t y  assembled a t  t h e  ent rance  
of t h e  col la i j se  Coline a t  noon. Ross and I a b s e i l e d  i n  and s t a r t e d  
t o  t ake  photos of M i c h e l l e t s  descent  when she  a c c i d e n t l y  dis lodged 
sone rocks ,  but t h e y  missed t h e  camera! None of us  had becn t o  t h e  
cave before  and it took some time t o  f i n d  t h e  way t o  Lake Plu to .  
Deciding t h a t  sone r e s p e c t a b l e  spe leology had t o  be done, a Grade 5 
survey was co~ui~enced and extended a s  f a r  a s  t h e  Lake. Severa l  s i d e  
passaE;es r e n a i n  unsurveyed, but  a t r i p  i s  planned t o  complete t h e  
p r o j e c t  and a nap p l u s  cave d e s c r i p t i o n  should appear  i n  t h e  next  
Speleo Sp ie l .  undrew Skinner.  

Ex i t  Cave - 14,15  J u l y ,  1973. 
P a r t  : Andrew  skinner(^), Ros ~ k i n n e r ( n e e  B e l l ) ,  Laur ie  Moody, 

Mold and Glen Pinnington. 
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Af te r  a  5 a.m. s t a r t  we-were on t h e  t r a c k  a t  f i r s t  l i g h t .  

Af ter  a  sg~lendid sunr i se  over Mt.La Perouse we reached Reecels Bog, 
which was under a  couple of inches of i c e .  Before enter ing the  cave 
we decided t o  l i g h t  a  f&re  and a f t e r  nuch e f f o r t ,  f o s s i l  f u e l  and 
Wendy's t o i l e t  paper, co f f ee  and t o a s t  were served. k ~ f t e r  depos i t in ;  
our rucksacks a t  Caiip 1 R o s  and I s t a r t e d  surveying whi l s t  the  others  
photographed and found t h e i r  way around the  f i r s t  s2c t ion  o f  the  
cave. A passage opposi te  Camp 1 was inves t i ea t ed  and a squeeze w a s  
pushed f o r  100 metres. Sunday was spent surveying i n  t he  Hammer 
Passage and back t o  t he  entrance. 
WARNING: L i ~ h t s  can f a i l ,  we reached day l igh t  with only one accm- 
mulator s t i l l  working and with t h e  a i d  of s eve ra l  candles.  Bendy 
had not charced he r  accmmulator and mine was on the  bl ink.  The 
th ree  carbide lamps r an  out of f u e l  o r  water and the  hand torches  
had f l a t  b a t t e r i e s .  It can happen t o  you? We l e f t  the  canp with 
l i t t l e  1i;ht and were fo r tuna t e  enough t h a t  somebody had candles 
near t he  top o f  t h e i r  pack. Nevertheless,  the  Grade 5 survey was 
completed from the  t a l u s  t o  t he  entrance.  Andrew Skinner. 

Exit  Cave Road. -- 
k road w i l l  be b u i l t  t o  Exit  Cave. It i s  not poss ib le  t o  say 

when o r  by whom, but one day a road w i l l  be b u i l t .  Fron an  aesthe-  
t i c  and exyedient point  of view!, the  l o g i c a l  rou te  t o  follow i s  from 
a point  i m e d i a t e l y  nor th  of t he  cross ing of t h e  DlEntrecasteaux 
River by t h e  South Cape f o r e s t r y  road,  then fol low t h e  course of 
t he  stream t o  i t s  confluence with Exit  Creek, and p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  
creek t o  t h e  cave entrance,  However,fron a road-makers point  of 
view t h i s  could be unsu i tab le  owing t o  t he  low-lying t e r r a i n  and 
consequent a r ea s  of water s a t u r a t i o n  c r ea t ing  d i f f i c u l t i e s  with 
s t a b i l i s a t i o n  of a  roaa foundation. 

With t h i s  i n  mind, myself and S tua r t  Gamble made a reconnoit- 
e r ing  t r i p  around the  nor th  s ide  of the  a l l u v i a l  p la in(Reece1s  Bog) 
on ~ a t u r d a y ,  Ju ly  28th. Ve l e f t  t h e  South Cape road a t  a point  
approximately one mile f ron  t h e  Cockle Creek road and t raversed 
around Su;nrloaf, endeavouring t o  maintain a n  e l eva t ion  of about 
t h r ee  t o  fou r  hundred f e e t  above sea l e v e l ,  t o  a  point  approx. ha l f  
a  mile f r o n  t h e  saddle between Sugarloaf and Marble H i l l ,  Here f r o n  
a vantage po in t ,  i t  was obvious t h a t  a  road could follow t h i s  
rou te  and n a i n t a i n  a constant  e l eva t ion  t o  Exit  Cave except f o r  the  
a r ea  irmediately below the  saddle. It was judged t h a t  t h e  d i s tance  
f o r  the  t w o  a l t e r n a t i v e  rou tes  would be s i m i l a r ,  t h e  main d i f f e r -  
ence being a chan6;e i n  course .on t h e  higher  rou te  once Xarble E i l l  
was reached. The higher  rou te  appeared s u i t a b l e  f o r  road naking 
over t he  a r ea  t raversed  desp i t e  dense,  tangled veee t a t i on  due t o  
repeated burning. Loose metal along the  rou te  ind ica ted  t h a t  exten- 
s ive  car tage  of road surface  mate r ia l  would not be necessary. 
Aes the t ica l ly  the  rou te  i s  q u i t e  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  Pine views of M t .  
La Perouse, The Hippo, Table-top and Moonlight Ridqe were obtained 
on the  inward journey, and Southport Lagoon and South Bruny Is land 
were c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e  on the  r e t u r n  ljourney. 

I n  a proposal t o  t he  Government t o  open 8 half mile s e c t i o n  of 
Exit  Cave t o  t h e  public  by l o c a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  it i s  intencled t o  t rans-  
port  a l l  v i s i t o r s  by bus from t h e  South Cape road. Disadvantages 
with t h e  higher  rou te  a r e  apparent;  ( a )  i t  c o n f l i c t s  with APPM 
l e a s e s  cu r r en t ly  being worked, and ( b )  the  abscence of a  s u i t a b l e  
a r ea  f o r  c a r  parking and a mustering point  a t  t h e  comencenent of 
t he  new road. 

lVIr.J.Casey, of Dbver, who has  had extensive  experience i n  road 
making roblens  has ind ica ted  t h a t  he proposes t o  walk t o  the  cave R along t e r i v e r  r ~ u t e  and r e t u r n  v i a  t h e  higher rou te  wi th in  the  
next few weeks.  fro^ h i s  observat ions  i t  should be resolved whether 
t h e  DfEntrecasteaux rou te  i s  p rac t i cab l e  o r  not .  

Roy Skinner. 
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More Abseil ing and Pruss iking 

by Pe t e r  Shaw. 

This a r t i c l e  i s  a  follow-up t o  my a r t i c l e  i n  the  Nov.1972 
Spie l ,  i n  which bas ic  techniques and items of equipnent were d i s -  
cussed. The in tervening s i x  months has seen a  s t a b i l i s a t i o n  of 
equipment and systems. 
Rope: Future rope purchases w i l l  be of t he  American Blue Water I1 
caving rope. For a d i scuss ion  of t h e  rope, see  t he  Decenber, 1972 
Spiel .  
Rope Protectors :  Rope pro tec t ion  i s  s t i l l  unsa t i s fac tory .  A t  the  
top of p i t ches ,  t a ck l e  bags a r e  being used and a r e  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  
However, t he  s l i t  p l a s t i c  tubing i s  unsa t i s f ac to ry  and s u b s t i t u t e  
methods of p ro tec t ion  a r e  des i rab le .  It should have the  following 
proper t ies :  

1. Lightweight, 
2. Compact, 
3. Easy t o  place and remove, 
4. frill not allow the  rope t o  s l i d e  out of pos i t ion .  

Several l i n e s  of enquiry a r e  open a t  present .  One i s  t o  f a s t e n  
cansas pads t o  the  rock using p i tons ,  small b o l t s  o r  n a t u r a l  anchor- - 
ai;es. Another i s  t o  wrap canvas around the  rope and f a s t e n  i t  using 
bulldog c l i p s ,  p ress  s tuds  o r  something s imi la r .  Another idea  yet  
t o  be t r i e d ,  i s  t o  r i v e t  sec t ions  of s p l i t  tubing t~ a  ~ i e c e  of 
m a t t i w , - t h e r e b y  combining the  advantages of t he  mattirqi and the  
s p l i t  tubing. The matting would prevent t he  tubing from turn ing  over 
which i s  the  na in  disadvantage. 
The Shaw Mark I1 S i t  ~arnes ; .  
-ess has t he  advantage t h a t  it can be made using an 
ordinary sewing nachine. None of t he  sewn j o i n t s  a r e  of c r u c i a l  
importance. P i r s t l y ,  make up a  comfortable swami s e a t  usinp t w o  
inch terylene webbing t i e d  with tape  knots.  Next, nake a waist loop 
of the  s m e  webbing, such t h a t ,  when doubled and passed around your 
wais t ,  the  two ends can jus t  be cl ipped toge ther  using a  krab. 
With two shor t  pieces o f  webbing, sew connecting s t r a p s ,  a s  i n  t he  
diagram. These s t r a p s  should not be r i g h t  behind you, but s l i g h t l y  
t o w a r d s  the  s ides .  Two krabs ,  i n  p a r a l l e l ,  should be cl ipped from 
the  swami s e a t  around both s ec t ions  of t he  waist-loop. The purpose 
of the  two -rabs i s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  any manouvres such a s  changing 
ropes, chant;inc from a b s e i l  t o  pruss ik  o r  knot passing. I f  deskred -\ 

.- 
the  centre  of the  swami sea t  can be re-inforced by s t i ~ c h i n g  an  +.D 

ex t r a  piece of tape t o  i t .  The connecting s t r a p s  a r e  sewn so a s  t o  
allow the  ou te r  tape: t o  move. The waist-loop can than be adjus ted 
by adjustill;: t he  tape kno* a t  t h e  back. - - -- 

Chest, Harness: 
A chest  harness can be made by sewing the  ad jus t i n& pa r t  of a  

s ea t  b e l t  t o  a piece of $WO inch webbing. Shoulder s t r a p s  can be 
made using one inch webbing. I f  these  a r e  t i e d  i n  loops and then  
threaded on the  chest-loop r a t h e r  than  sewn t o  i t ,  the  ches t  juiiar 
can be removed. 
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Foot Loopss 
F o o ~ ~ l o o p s  a r e  used i n  conjunct ion  wi th  C-links,  so t h a t  you 

have f o o t  loops  which a r e  comfortable when p russ ik ing ,  but which 
need not be removed a t  t h e  t o p  of each p i t ch .  They a r e  worn e i t h e r  
f o r  t he  f u l l  t ime spent  underground o r  only f o r  t h e  v e r t i c a l  sec- 
t i o n .  A C-link i s  threaded onto a p iece  of two inch  webbing, which 
i s  t hen  t i e d  wi th  a  t ape  knot so t h a t  it f i t s  comfortably onto t h e  
f o o t .  E i t h e r  a p iece  of pe r lon  o r  cord o r  something e l a s t i c  i s  t i e d  
t o  t h e  loop a s  an  ankle  s t r a p .  g\, C -1t-k 

, 

~ b s e i l i w  Devices: - -- 
For t h e  l a s x  s i x  months rappe l  r acks  have been used by mehbers 

of t h e  club. > h a l e t a i l s  have j u s t  been purchased and a  d e t a i l e d  
va lua t i on  should soon be poss ib le .  A t  f i r s t  g lance ,  t h a  whe l e t a i l  
appears  t o  be t h e  b e t t e r  of t h e  two. It i s  a b e t t e r  hea t -s ink ,  
spreads t h e  wear over more ba r s  and i s  f a s t e r  t o  put oil t h e  rope. 
It i s  more d i f f i c u l t  t o  lock  up t h a n  t h e  r a : p e l  rack. When t h e  
wha l e t a i l  wears out it must be rep laced ,  whereas i nd iv idua l  b a r s  
can be replaced on t h e  rappe l  rack. Although mainlanders claim t h a t  
t he  wha l e t a i l  wears l e s s ,  I don ' t  t h ink  t h i s  w i l l  be s u b s t a n t i a l  
u n t i l  t h e  wha l e t a i l  has  been t e s t e d  i n  Tasnanian cond i t ions ,  where 
t h e  ropes appear  t o  g e t  much d i r tme r  t han  do those  of t h e  Sydneyites 
al though I d o n ' t  know what New Lealand cond i t ions  a r e  l i k e .  

The Shaw Three -- Jumar Four phase Super-Duper, Whizz- ban^ P rus s ik i  
System: ( a c c e p ~ s u h ~ ~  

This sy s t en ,  as we l l  a s  a l lowing f o u r  s epa ra t e  p russ ik ing  
nethods t o  be used,  i s  a l l  t h a t  i s  necessary t o  change ropes ,  pass  
kno t s ,  change from a b s e i l  t o  p russ ik  and vice-versa.  I t ' s  disadvan- 
t age  i s  t h a t  i t  r e q u i r e s  t h r e e  jumars. The p r i n c i p a l  Advantage i s  
t h a t  t h e  f c u r  p russ ik ing  methods can be speed i ly  interchanged i n  
t h e  course of t h e  one p i t c h ;  thereby al lowing t h e  technique t o  be 
adapted t o  s u i t  t he  changing na tu re  of t h e  p i t c h .  This  system work- 
wel l  on t h e  e i ~ h t y  n e t r e  p i t c h  i n  Tassy Po t ,  where you have a f r e e  
s e c t i o n ,  a s lo2 ing  wa l l ,  a  s t e e p  wal l  and t hen  a broken s loping 
wall .  I f  you ever  f i n d  while in terchanging sy s t ens ,  that you're  
t i e d  up and c a n ' t  move your arms, o r  t h a t  you a r e  not  a t t a c h e d ' t o  
t o  t h e  rope ,  I can accep t  no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

The b a s i s  of t h e  system i s  t h e  ches t  jumar, which i s  threaded 
onto t h e  ches t  harness  a t  t h e  t o p ,  and c l ipped i n t o  one of t h e  two 
s i t  ha rness  krabs  a t  t h e  botdom. This  i s  very  uncomfortable t o  
walk i n ,  but @ves t h e  b e s t  r e s u l t s  when pruns ik ing ,  Unclip t h e  
jumar froin t h e  bottom krab  when moving between p i t che s ,  There a r e  
two o b j e c t s  i n  keeping t h e  ches t  jumar t i g h t  - i t  keeps your b d y  
v e r t i c a l ,  ensur ing  t h a t  no enerpy i s  wasted i n  coning t o  a v e r t i c a l  
p o s i t i o n  before  moving up; i t  a l s o  ensures  t h a t ,  when moving up, 
you do not have t o  t ake  up any s l auk ,  before  t h e  j u i a r  noves up 
a l s o .  

While t h e  secona ob j ec t  could be achieved by usin;; a n  e l a s t i c  
shock cord looped mound t h e  neck, t h e  ches t  ha rness  i s  s t i l l  nec- 
e s s a ry  t o  keel? your body v e r t i c a l  on f r e e  p i t che s .  If a l l  p i t che s  
a r e  aga in s t  t h e  w a l l  o r  hnve only  s h o r t  f r e e  s e c t i o n s ,  i t  would be 
more confor tab le  t o  use t h e  e l a s t i c  nkck cord and d ispense  wi th  
t h e  ches t  harness .  

The two rena in ing  junars  I a m  going t o  des igna te  a s  upper and 
lower. The f o o t  t a p e s  can be a t t ached  t o  your f e e t  i n  whichever 
order  you l ~ r e f  e r .  

The lower jumar t ape  i s  made by t y i n g  a double overhand knot 
i n  each end of a  p iece  of one i nch  webbing. One end i s  a t t ached  t o  
a jumar and t h e  o the r  t o  a C-link. The t zpe  should be 10% enough 
such t h a t ,  when t h e  C-link i s  c l ipped  i n t o  one of your f o o t  loops ,  
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t he  jumar i s  j u s t  comfortably w i th in  reach.  C l ip  a krab  without a 
screw-lock through t h e  loop formed j u s t  below t h e  jmmr. 

~ ? Q e 4  ~ J I R R .  

The up2er jumar t ape  i s  made up a s  per  diagram by t y i n g  a  
double overhand knot i n  t h e  c e n t r e  of a p iece  of t ape  and a t t a c h i n g  
i t  t o  t h e  jlmar. Fur the r  loops  a r e  t h e n  forned f o r  t h e  wais t  krab  
and t h e  lower junar krab. C-links a r e  a t t ached  t o  t h e  ends f o r  con- 
nec t ion  t o  t h e  f o o t  loops.  The l eng th s  of t h e  r e spec t i ve  s e c t i o n s  
a r e  ex t r eae ly  i npo r t an t .  Vhen t h e  wais t  krah  loop i s  c l i2ped i n t o  
one of t h e  krabs  on your s i t  ha rne s s ,  t h e  jumar should be a t  arms 
l eng th .  Then t h e  lower junar krab loop i s  c l ipped  i n t o  t h e  lower 
jumar k rab ,  and a  downv1ard.s f o r c e  i s  exer ted  on C-links A and C ,  
t h e  t w o  C-links should be p a r a l l e l .  When a  downwards f o r c e  i s  exe r t -  
ed on C-links B and C ,  t h e  t w o  C-links should be p a r a l l e l .  When 
C-links B and C a r e  c l ipped i n t o  your f o o t  loops ,  t h e  upper junar 
should reach t o  j u s t  above t h e  ches t  jumar. When making up t h e  t ape s  
remember t h a t  t h e  knots  w i l l  t i g h t e n  up and t h e  t a p e s  w i l l  s t r e t c h  
s l i g h t l y  when a load i s  app l i ed  t o  them. 
1. Inchwori-i System. 

v e e  -droKls only. C l ip  C-link B and t h e  upper Jumar onto a 
spare  krab a s  they  a r e  not  used. C l i p  t h e  w a i s t  krab onto your spare  
s i t  harness  k rab ,  t he  one not a t t ached  t o  your chse t  jmar.  Cl ip  
t he  lower j u r a r  krab loop onto t h e  lower jumar krab and C-links A 
and C onto each of your f o o t  loops .  While one hand s t e a d i e s  you on 
t he  rope above your ches t  j m a r ,  &and up on t h e  lower jurnar. A s  
your wei:;ht i s  t aken  by your ches t  jwnar, p u l l  up t h e  lower j m a r  
with your lower hand and repea t  t h e  process .  The main rope should be 
i n s i d e  t h e  lower jumar, w i th in  -the c i r c l e  forned by your l e g s  and 
t h e  two f o o t  tapes .  1' one a r m  g e t s  t i r e d  change hands. - 
2. Lea f r o ~ _ S  stem. 

or  f r e e  rops  o n l y .  The lower j m a r  i s  n o t  used. C l i p  C-links -Fe- + 
B and C t o  each 03 your"foot  loops  and t h e  jumar onto t h e  rope 
above your ches t  jumar. S i t  back on your ches t  j m a r  and push t h e  
upper jurnar up t h e  rope wi th  both Lands. Stand up on your f e e t ,  
a l lowing t h e  ches t  jumar t o  s l i d e  up, and +hen r e L ~ e a t  t h e  process.  
3. p- W a l k - u m t e m .  - 

For 80-90 depree smooth wa l l s .  C l ip  C-link B t o  a  spa re  krab 
and t h e  waist krab loop onto your spa re  s i t  ha rness  krab. C l ip  C- 
l i n k s  B and C t o  your f o o t  loops  and use  a  walk-up technique ,  s tep-  
ping up onto each jumar i n  t u rn .  This  i s  a  very  f a s t  technique if 
you can ,yet a rhythm gomg ,  and t h e  lower jwnar runs  proi3erly. 

i n s t  t h e  w a l l ,  except a s  above. The lower 
t h e  wais t  krab  loop onto your q a r e  s i t  

harness  k rab  and C-link B onto a spa re  krab. C l i p  C-link C onto one 
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of your f o o t  loops  and t h e  uppwr j m a r  onto t h e  rope above your 
ches t  j w ~ a r .  S i t  back on t h e  ches t  jumar and push t h e  upper jwnar 
up t h e  roye. & i t h e r  use two hands on t h e  upper j u i a r  i f  t h e  wal l  i s  
very s t e e p ,  o r  use t h e  hand on t h e  oppos i te  s i d e  t o  whichever f o o t  
i s  being used. The spa re  hand and f o o t  a r e  used t o  fend you o f f  t h e  
wal l .  Stand up on your f o o t  and t h e n  r e p e a t  t h e  process .  
Chan,ying @.=e S. 

I f  t h e  wxist krab  loop i s  not a t t a c h e d  t o  your sya re  s i t  har- 
ness  k rab ,  do so. At tach  t h e  upper jumar t o  the-new rope. Unclip 
C-links B and C and t h e  lower jwnar krab  as necessary.  Pruss ik  down 
t h e  old rope us ing  t h e  lower j m a r  u n t i l  a l l  your weight i s  on t h e  
upper jurlar. T rans fe r  your ches t  jumar and t h e n  t h e  lower jumar t o  
t h e  new rope and p russ ik  up s l i g h t l y ,  so t h a t  t h e  c h e s t  j m a r  i s  
t a k i n g  t h e  -ivveight. Reset which ever  system you a r e  us in^ and keep 
(~o ing .  
Passing Knots Upwards. 

P russ ik  ua u n t i l  your ches t  jumar i s  j u s t  below t h e  knot. 
At tach  t h e  wais t  krab  i o o p ,  i f  i t v i s  not  a i r e a d y  so. Unclip C-links 
B and C and t h e  lower jumar krab loop as necessary.  Push t h e  upper 
j m a r  a s  f a r  up t h e  rope above t h e  knot as poss ib le .  P u l l  t h e  lower 
jumar up. Rernove your ches t  j m a r  from t h e  rope and s t and  up on t h e  
lower junar, a t  t h e  same time pushing t h e  upper jumar ui) t h e  rope. 
Heulace t h e  ches t  junar and c a r r y  on. 
passing Knots   own wards. 

" 

!Then s e v e r a l  f e e t  above t h e  kno t ,  a t t a c h  t h e  wa i s t  krab loop 
and c l i p  t h e  i l lper  jumar onto t h e  rope .  Absei l  down u n t i l  your 
weight i s  t aken  by t h e  junar  and remove your a b s e i l i n g  device  from 
t h e  rope,  P russ ik  down t h e  rope us ing  t h e  lower j u m r ,  u n t i l  t h e  
upper j m a r  i s  j u s t  above t h e  knot.  Thread t h e  a b s e i l i n g  device 
onto t h e  ro ;~e ,  i m e t i a t e l y  below t h e  knot .  Stand ug on t h e  lower 
jumar and c l i g  t h e  a b s e i l  device  onto your s i t  ha rness ,  thereby 
t ak ing  your weight on t h e  a b s e i l  device.  Remove both  j u ~ a r s  from 
t h e  rope and cont inue a b s e i l i n g .  
C h a n R i n F ; e i l  t o  Pruss ik .  

Attach t h e  wais t  krab  loop and c l i p  t h e  up2er junar  onto t h e  
rope. u b s e i l  down u n t i l  your w e i ~ h t  i s  t a k e n  b y - t h e -  jmar  and re -  
move your a b s e i l i n g  device  from t h e  rope. s t t a c h  your ches t  jurnar 
and s e t  U;) a p russ ik ing  system. 

A t  A l l  Times. 
Never unscrew a s i t  harness  k rab  i& it i s  being used t o  a t t a c h  

you t o  t h e  rope. T h a t ' s  why two p a r a l l e l  k raba  a r e  used on t h e  
s i t  harness .  

daughter.  

S incere  b e s t  wishes a l s o  go t o  De l i a  Maloney and Mike Cole on t h e i r  
engagement. 

+++ The Aup,ust i s m e  of nlValkaboutH h a s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  a r t i c l e  i n  
i t  about caves i n  New Guinea. Obtainable  from most 1;ewsa:;ents f o r  
60 cen t s .  




