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President:  Albert Goede, 8 Bath S t r e e t ,  Bat tery  Point ,  Tas, 7000. 

Secretary: Andrew Skinner, 2/62 Co lv i l l e  S t r e e t ,  Bat tery  Point ,  7000. 

FORWARD PEOCRAMME. 

Oct. 13  - Ida Bay, surface expiorat ion and nunbe r iq .  
Acting Leader: Laurie goody. 

Oct. 20 - SQorentine. Tr ip  t o  Growling Swallet and t o  a '  nasty 
b ig  hole,'. Leader: Noel White. 

Oct. 28 - Day t r i p  t o  Clear H i l l .  (Somewhere i n  the  S. W. ) Max 
J e f f r i e s  knows of a  cave i n  the  area.  Acting Leader: 
Laurie Moody. 

November 7 - General Meeting:- a t  Laurie Moody's, 1 3  Mason S t r e e t ,  
Claremont. S l ides  of Ex i t ,  Kubla Khan and Croesus. 

., Meeting s t a r t s  a t  8 p.m. 
Nov.10-11 - Wolfhole. Trip t o  complete t h e  survey on Saturday, 

b scrub-bashing on Sunday. Come e i t h e r  f o r  day o r  week. 
end. Leader: Andrew Skinner, 

Mid-late Nov. - Surpr ise  Bay. ( t e n t a t i v e ) .  
December 2 - Ida Bay and Hastings. Ross Mansfield would l i k e  some 

A he lp  with the  New Norfolk High Adventure Canp, and 
needs cavers t o  lead p a r t i e s  to, Mystery Creek.Cave 
and t o  Hastings. Help i s  a l s o  needed f o r  t h e  9 t h  
Dec. f o r  a  t r i p  t o  the  Wolf Hole. 

Christmas '73 - Mole Creek. S end t h e  f e s t i v e  season with a scal ing 
pole a t  Mole greek. Kubla Khan w i l l  be v i s i t e d  t o  
c lean up f lowstone . ( ten ta t ive ,  dependant on transport)  
Leader: Andrew Skinner. 

Late Jan. '74 - SCS nay have a t r i p  t o  the  Lower Gordon, 
@as te r  '74 - h r i a  Is land.  P o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  explorat ion of l a rge  

sea caves. 
Sphinx Rock - climbing p rac t i ce s  wkll  recommence a s  from the 7th  Nov. 

on each Wednesday night  except when t h e r e  i s  a gener- 
a l  meeting. not ge t  r i d  of unsight ly  fat a f t e r  
work? Leave from B r i a n l s  place a t  6.00i3.n. and bring 
t e a  and a l i g h t .  

EDITORIAL : 
News t h a t  the  Federal Labour caucus has moved on Lake Pedder 

,l has jus t  been announced. With the  present p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  !Pas- '. mania the, p o s s i b i l i t y  of t he  lake being res tored  seems jus t  a s  remote:. 
But the  $ederal decis ion i s  most s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  severa l  reasons. For 
the f i r s t  t i n e  na t iona l  consciousness on a wilderness, conservation 
i s sue  has been aroused, and t h i s  represen ts  q u i t e  a  s o c i a l  change. 
The f a c t  t h a t  Federal money may be offered t o  Tasmania i n  "compensa- 
t ionll  f o r  wilderness conservation i s  a u i t e  a  h i s t o r i c  urecedent. 
Prospects a r e  b r igh t  t h a t  the  same p r i n c i p l e  might be &plied t o  
Precipi tous  Bluff.  Premier, Er ic  Reece, i s  q u i t e  co r r ec t  - poor old 
Tasmania cannot foo t  t h e  b i l l  - i f  P.B. i s  a na t iona l  a s s e t  then 
Federal f inance must be made ava i lab le .  

Caving t r i y s  were held every week l a s t  mont&y. At Mole Creek a 
cave was explored near King Solonon, y ie ld ing  chambers with g o d  de- 
corat ion and a s n q l l  crsek,  which siphoned both upstream and down- 
stream. Scot$s, Maracoopa 1, K i r g  Solonon and Honeycomb l , l $ , 2  were 
a l so  v i s i t ed .  D u r i q ~  an unsuccessful attempt t o  l o c a t e  Baldocks, 
severa l  resur:;ences were inves t iga ted  near Sassafras  Creek, but they 
were a l l  i n  Ju ra s s i c  dolerite!! 

Ida Ba w a s  v i s i t e d  th ree  t i n e s ,  and some small ho les  were found 
and nunbere?;. Two t r i p s  t o  Mystery Creek Cave were he ld ,  one f o r  
photography and the  o ther  t o  t ake  a group of sea  scouts  caving. A 
disappointing t r i p  was held t o  E x i t ,  with only the  f i r s t  kilometre 
of t he  cave v i s i t e d .  A t  Hastinj3s we a s s i s t e d  i n  cleaning up i n  Newde- 
ga te  Cave and v i s i t e d  Kinjl: George V. Two clililbing p rac t i ce s  were held; 
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a  t o  have them on wedne.sday evenings when dny i igh t  savin;.: 
comes 'dack. 'i&to: b'$er&tJ.ion.' .. a . , . .:J . - . . . . . . , . . . . . , . . . , . . . . . . 
, L -. . ),.. The B ~ u a J , .  Dinner was:,.qui.tie a :  success ,  ,w i th  a n  exce l l en t  a t t end -  Thar;Z;'s-. 

ance,  inc lud ing  foundat ion  member Frank arown and wife Joyce'.' 
go t o  R o s  and Andrew Sk inne r  w h o  extended a n i n v i t a t i o n  t o  everyone 
t o  cont inue t h e  merry making a t  t h e i r  home a f t e r  t h e  IIloteI. c losed . : l : .  . 

Thanks t o  Henk f o r  proviJin,? $ 2.00 worth, o f  ch ips .  
F i f t y t h r e e  t r i p s  were held i n  1972-73, a drop :of e i gh t  on 1971- 

72,; but. s t i l l  an  average 'of o n e p e r  week. For. t h e .  f i r s - t  s i x  months 
of x97'3-74e %here have b e e n 4 1  t r i p s ,  not inc lud ing  unreilorted t rack- '  

. . c u t t i q .  t r i p s ,  Keep .. i t  . # 'up! 
. . 

. . 
a I 

. . 
. .. . . . . . ,  

.. . ... . . . 
. . 

~ ~ , e l e o - m = s b : e l l , a ~ ; : ;  --W .. 

Welcone t o  t h e  following: new members, who:were e l ec t ed  a t  t h e .  l a s t . .  . .  
I . . tbo  meet$nks'h , . . . . 

Robert .Ea ton ,  1 5  Yyndham Road, Claremcnt . 
Nick Berwick, 1 2  Charles S t r e e t ,  Moonah,. 

.. . . ? 

* .  . 

Nick Gouid, Main' Road, Sanuf o r d .  . . . . . . . , . . 

'elcome a1's.o t o .  t h e  .f allowing‘ prospe4t ive  nenbers:  
Graeme Whitchurch, 20 ~ou t&vi l l . e  Crescent ,  Clareino*. . . 

1 .  . 
. . . .. Paul Eaton, 15 '3yndham Road ; Claremont . . ' .  

.. . Shane P inn in~ : ton , ,  20 Leighland Avenue, Clarenont , 
Brendan @c ' Bokf ord b , l 2  B i l t o n  S t r e e t ,  Claremont . -. 

Eleven n e w . .  mer;ibers' have jo ined '  s i nce  t h e  A. G..M. - 
+ President ' ,  ' k l b e r t  Goedk, a r r i v e d ,  back i n  Tassy f o r  a f o r t n i g h t  
and i s  now i n  Auckland a t ,  $be .uni.  t h e r e .  H i s .  suntan' ,  and s l i d e s .  ,of .. 

, . . .  . . . .  
t h e  ~imberl~$s'(~?l.k. ' . ) : . '  were. admired' a t  t h e .  l a s t  'General Meeting. . . . 

, +  Noel Bawlinson(renember - t h e  red 'beard and  Cakcade countenance) 
, . 
:has  :se'nt a  d e t a i l e d  . r e p o r t  an  his-. t r i p  t o  Tasmania,' . . e x t r a c t s  from 
which w i l l  bc publ ished,  space permitt ing. ' .  . 

+ The. submission: :- t tothe Federal  GovernnenVs National 3stat .8.  E n ~ , u , j r ~  
i s  i n  t h e  p o c e s s '  of b e i y  typed and wil ' l . 'be.  exh ib i t ed  'at 66 Went- . ' 

worth StreeT on October,  24th.  The photographs have.' co s t  t h e  c lub  $12, 
.t . p rec ip i t ous  B lu f f '  p o s t e r s  ' a r e  avai la-b le  from . the  .Tasnani&fi-..-Envi,~- 
onment Centre', '  281 ~ l l i z a b e t h  S t r e e t  ; North Hobart .  
+ . p e t e r  Shaw i s . now l i v i n g  i n t h e  land of t h e  kiwi,. H i s  address:  
132-Crumner* Road ,' Grey Lynn, Auckland 2, New Zealan2. I-Iis a r t i c l e  on  
t he  Nuigini exyedi t ion  i s  p r in ted  - t h anks  f o r  t h e l s c o o p ' ,  Pe ter .  
+ For s a l e :  CEGSA Oc.casiona1 Paper - No. 4  . ~lMullamullan@ Crve Expedi- 
t i o n s  1966i1, ed i t ed  by t h e  l a t e  Alan W i l l .  It g ive s  t h e  ox;)lor.gtion : . '  
his tory , ,  t e chn i ca l  inf  orrnation and speleology of Aus5rnlia ' ~ ' ~ o h e i i t  
mainland- cave , (?  miles,) i n  30 pages' of-  d e t a i l e d , ,  e x c e l l e n t l y  printef:. . . .  . - 
ar t i c l ess  i n  book fo rn .  Available.  from: \ 

, .  . , . . The Secre ta ry ,  ,., ..: . . 

Cavo Xx7lora t ion  Group($outh ~ p s t r a l i a ) . ,  ' .  , .  , 

:k/o South 'Australi 'an Museum, 
North Terrace, . '  Adelaide,  sou th  UUS. 5 0 0 .  . . 

Pr ice  $ . 1,50 . per' copy, , inc .  postage. .  
.. . . 

Have seen t h e  sun-r i se  over Mul l~mul lang S Lake Shulba y e t  ? ? ?  . ' 

+ . !$he fo l lowing nurnbms have. been a f f i x e d  a t  Idu Bay: : . .  . '  . .. . . 

I B  8: . Sna l l  s w d l e t ;  sho r t .  d i , s tance  west  o f  o ld  l imestone quarry ,  
depth approx. 46 metres;  s m a l l  ,creek i s .  probable source of s t ream , . 

i n  Co.nfer.ence Conco.urse , Exit.  C a ~ e  p but  d i sappears  i n t o  impenetrable  
cracks.  Discovered May 1968, explored Feb. 1971, numbered 13/10/73. . 

I B  9.. .Small c a v e i n  f i s s u r e  on western  s i d e  of t r a c k .  downhill  from 
I B  7,. Descended .us ing  rope f o r  t h r e e  metr,e.s. Contains two sr ia l l  t u n i  
n e l s  -, both dead ,ends. Creek a%.. bottom ,d ry  but  muddy, Abunda.ace OS: .. 
cave' c r i c k e t s ;  . :  : ' ' 

. . .'. . .. . : : .  . . . .  

I B  7 .  Small, d ry , s lop ing  ho le  on t h e  ea~ste-rn s i d e  o f  ' the  La' Berouse 
track .not f a r  from t h e  . sou the rn  end of t h e  -old quarry.  Squeeze l e a d s  
off t o  '..ri[:ht but  was .not pushed. 'Appears.: to be- some f o r n a t i o n  a t  f a r  

, .. '. end .of. squeeze , ; .  . : , . 
I B  16'. Small hole '  SEYof I B  g.' Seven metre ent rance  p i t c h ,  No forma- 
-small roa-m'at .-bottom.'  I:nf e s t ed  w i t h  cave - c r i c k e t  S'. Suggested 

. . , . . .  , . .  . . . .  , . . 
. . 

. . - i  
. , . .  . 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - p  



Page 3. October, 1975. -. - -. 
nane i s  Hopper Hole. 
N 0 . s .  9 ,  7  and 16  were loca ted  on 30/9/73 and explored and numbereci 
on 13/10/73~ . . . . . . . . * . . . * . . . .  

The Deepest Hole i n  t h e  World. (A myth). 

P e t e r  Shaw. 
August s a w  t h e  holding of t h e  most expensive cav i rq  expedi t ion  

i n  t h e  world,  and poss ib ly  t h e  l a r g e s t .  Twenty-six cavers  from N.Z., 
Aus t r a l i a  and New Guinea combined t o  explore a  completely unv i s i t ed  
a r e a  of t h e  l i x e s t o n e  coun$ry, i n  t h e  Muller Range i n  t h e  Vestern 
Highlands of Papua New Guinea. 

Af t e r  landing a t  Mendi, we drove f i f t y  mi les  t h r o l q h  unexplored 
l imestone t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Kelabo from whence walkin:; was t o  com- 
mence. On t h e  way we crossed two r i v e r s  which, we l ea rned  l a t e r ,  
resurged from t h e  l imestone not  f a r  from t h e  road. The f i r s t  day ' s  
walking involved a 5000 f o o t  c l i n b  which combined with t h e  hea t  and * 
l a ck  of oxygen t o  knock everyone ou*. For t h e  f i r s t  few days,  we 
followed a t r a c k  cuO by t h e  l o c a l  k i ap (pa t ro1  o f f i c e r ) .  A forward 
pa r t y  of t h r e e  cavers  and t e n  l o c a l  n a t i v e s  had.alrcaciy been i n  t h e  
f i e l d  f o r  3 weeks, c u t t i n p  t h e  f i n a l  s e c t i o n  of t h e  t r a c k  t o  our 
base-camp and a i r  drop s i t e .  This  we reached a f t e r  f o u r  t i r i n g  days 
of mud and bamboo. The ha rde s t  p a r t  of t h e  walking i n  was going pas t  
a l l  t h e  d o l i n e s  and s h a f t s ,  on both s i d e s  of t h e  t r a c k ,  which scregn- 
ed out t o  be explored. 

Af te r  a day ' s  r e s t  i n  base-camp, I joined a p a r t y  which inten2ed 
t o  explore. t h e  a r e a  S.W. of t h e  base-camp known as Iicheese countryI1 
because of h11 t h e  ho l e s  i n  i t ,  as ind ica ted  by t h e  a e r i a l  photos. 
The do l i ne s  were tremendously impress ive ,  about 600 f e e t  deep with 
streams flowiny; i n t o  clost of them but no holes .  A t  t h e  bottom of each 
do l i ne ,  t h e  stream sank i n t o  an  impassable mud choke. I n  f i v e  days 
i n  t h e  "cheese ~ o u n t r y ~ ~ ,  we explored a 120 f o o t  p o t ,  anC a ra i lway 
tunnel  type  stream cave which was blocked by r o c k f a l l  a f t e r  150 f e e t .  
We were glad t o  - e t  back t o  base-camp. It was decided t o  nove t he  
base-camp back along t h e  t r a c k  towards Kelabo t o  explore  some of t h e  
holes  we had passed on t h e  way i n .  

It was he re  t h a t  we found our n a j o r  ho l e ,  Sunr ise  Cave. This  was 
ex l o r ed  and surveyed i n  two t r i p s  t o  a depth  of 1053 f ee t (p rov i s i on -  
a 1  and a 1en;;th of over  one n i l e .  On the  f i r s t  day we p s h e d  down t o  

,- 

B 
350 f e e t  and could see  t h e  next p i t c h  opening i n t o  a l a r g e  chamber. 
Next day we re turned wi th  p l en ty  of gea r ,  and found t h a t  a f t e r  two 

'I more p i t c h e s  t h e  passage evened o f f  and dropped only {y-adually t o  
t h e  f i n a l  sunp. The passat;e was gene ra l l y  20 f t .  h igh  and 15  f t .  wide 
with a  small i n t e r 3 i t t e n t  stream and s eve ra l  pools ,  one of which 
provided a l o t  of f un  a s  we t r ave r s ed  arqund i t .  Only ri;;ht a t  t h e  
.end d i d  t h e  passage become i n  any way t i g h t .  We c a r r i e d  out t h i s  
exp lo ra t ion  and surveyed out i n  twenty hours ,  emerging a t  sun r i s e .  
For tuna te ly  t h e  atmosphere of t h e  cave was p l e a s a n t ,  a l lowi ry  us  t o  
keep dry.  

While we had been explor ing  t h e  "cheese country" and Sunrise 
Cave, a second exp lo r a t i on  p a r t y  inc lud ing  Phi1  Robinson had been 
checking out s h a f t s  i n  t h e  v ic in i i ty  of C a ~ p  Horat io.  They had found 
a seven hun2recl f o o t e r  and a pot j u s t  over 1000 f e e t .  I n  one of ther. 
Paul Caffyn ha? abse i l ed  down and, f i n d i n g  he was ju s t  above t h e  
f l o o r ,  had t i e d  h i s  p ru s s ik  s l i n g s  t o  t h e  end of t h e  rope and con- 
t inued down. Q u i t e  a  s u r p r i s e  f o r  t he  next man down. 

, After  two weeks of exp lo r a t i on ,  we began t o  head o u t ,  s toppinc  
on t h e  way t o  look a t  t h e  submergence of t h e  r i v e r  Atea, A r i v e r  

-about  t h e  s i z e  of t h e  Derwent thundered over a  seventy f o o t  waterf<-l.'- 
and t h e n  flowed i n t o  a cave. Because of t h e  s i z e  of t h e  s t ream, it  
was impossible  t o  pene t r a t e  more t h a n  a couple of hun?red f e e t .  Ye 
ca l cu l a t ed  t h a t ,  i f  we bol ted  h o r i z o n t a l l y  around t h e  w a l l s  f o r  two 
and a ha l f  ~ ~ o n t h s  non-stop, we would reach t h e  resurk;ence two mi les  
away and 3000 f e e t  lower,  provided t h e r e  were no problens.  Q u i t e  a 
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few o the r  s o l u t i o n s  were suggested:- a  dam upstream; a v i acuc t  t o  
c a r ry  t he  water over t h e  top  of t h e  ho le ;  a  small  z e ~ - ~ B l i n ;  one hun- 
dred tons  of j e l l y  q r y s t a l s  . aqd . a  spoon; a $ayye re f r i i ze ra t ing  p l an t  
and sone craripons; a t e n  thousand f o o t  condom, which would be f l o a t e d  
down t h e  cave a n d - i n f l a t e d  - t r u l y  a  t echno log ica l  chal lence .  

Prom t h e   tea, we re turned t o  Kelabo and c i v i l i z a t i o n .  k l o t  of 
our superf luous  gear  had been dumped f o r  t h e  walk o u t ,  arid t h i s  had 
been seized Sy t h e  p o r t e r s  wi th  no i n d i c a t i o n  o f  s a r t o r i a l  t a s t e .  
Sone were wearing only socks,  o r  a  s i n g l e  boot ,  o r  t h r e e  s h i r t s ,  a l l  
a t  once. One very  smart looking f e l l ow  was parading around i n  t w o  
p a i r s  of J u i i a  James' l a c e  t r i m e d  pan t i es .  J u l i a  had l e f t  us  t he  
previous week t o  walk out e a r l y .  

A h ighl i{<ht  of t h e  t r i p  was see ing  t h e  n a t i v e  h u t s  and v i l l a t r es  
and'meetinp t h e  na t i ve s .  They could e r e c t  a  waterproof s h e l t e r  i n  a  
s h o r t ' s p a c e  of t i n e ,  and l i g h t  a f i r e  i n  cond i t ions  t h a t  would nake 
even ~ r i a n ( C o l 1 i n )  Peach f o r  h i s  Primus. A l l  i n  a l l ,  3 r e a l l y  merlor- 
~ b l e  experience.  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
HASIINGS CAVES (cont .  See Sept. Sp i e l  f o r  f i r s t  po r t i on ) .  

~ u r ' v e  and Ex 3 lo r a t i ono  
- c % b ~ r m a t i o n  i n  1946, t h e  Yasmanian Caverneering -, 

Club, a t  t h e  reques t  of t h e  Tasrianian Government Tour i s t  Department, V 

c a r r i e d  out extens ive  exp lo ra t ions  and a  d e t a i l e d  survey of-Newdei:ate 
Cave, on a s c a l e  of 40 f e e t  t o  one inch .  U p l an  of t h e  survey togeth-  
e r  with a  p roc ress  r e p o r t  of t h e  work done was submitted t o  t h e  De- 
partment i n  J u ly  1947 by t h e  c l u b ' s  president. ,  P ro fessor  S.W. Carey. 
The r epo r t  contained d e t a i l s  of new d i s cove r i e s  made by t h e  c lub ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  Christmas Chambers and ex tens ive  caverns downstrean in-  
cluding Mystery Chamber. 

I n  1947 t h e  c lub  comenced excavat ion  of a  tunne l  a t  t h e  f a r  
end of t h e  CL~ihedra l  t o  provide a n  a l l -weather  r o u t e  t o  t h e  down- 
s t ream s e c t i o n  of t h e  cave, inc lud ing  Mystery Chamber, which a t  t h e  
time could be entered  only under drought cond i t ions .  I n  Pebruary l950 
t he  Binney Chanbers were discovered by t h e  use of r i g i d  l a d d e r s  t o  
s c a l e  t h e  wa l l  of Mystery Chamber. Two months l a t e r  t h e  newly d i s -  
covered cha!~bers were connected t o  t h e  Cathedral  by t h e  conp le t ion  
of t h e  tunne l  ~ r o j e c t  which had i n v o l m d  about 100 f t .  of t u n n e l l i n r  
through c l ay  by t h e  c lub  over a t h r e e  year  period.  This  meant t h a t  
a n  al l -weather  r ou t e  was now a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  exp lo r a t i on  of t he  
?Lowstream po r t i ons  of t h e  cave. The 1950 ' s  s a w  t h e  su rvey iq ;  of t h e  - 
Binney Chal.ibzrs and t h e  exp lo r a t i on  of a n  ex tens ive  network of pass- 
a;;es - H e l l ' s  Half Acre - a s soc i a t ed  wi th  a  t r i b u t a r y  s tream near  

Q 

t h e  down-streaiji end of t h e  cave. V 

The al);2roximate l e q - t h  of passages i n  Newdegate ~ a v e ( a p a r t - S  
from H e l l v s  Half kc re ,  which s t i l l  r e n a i n s  unsurveyed) i s  4,000 f e . c .  
The h ighes t  poin t  of t h e  cave i s  a t  t h e  t o u r i s t  en t rznce ,  nnd t h e  
lowest poin t  a t  t h e  down-stream end of t h e  r i v e r  passage i s  140 f eLqd  
lower. Here f u r t h e r  progress  i s  blocked by a  rock f a l l .  

Fur the r  'evelopment of t h e  cave system f o r  v i s i t o r s  i s  doubt- 
f u l  because of pe r iod ic  f lood ing  of t h e  lower passages.  Although 
some f i n e  f o r u a t i o n  a r e a s  occur i n  t h e s e  lower passages,  nnnes t h a t  
have been i;iven t o  some of them such a s  The Pophole rind H e l l ' s  Half 
Acre, a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  d e t e r  a l l  but t he  nos t  a rden t  en thus ia* t .  
Several  a t t en j - ) t s  have been nade t o  connect undergorund s t r e a m  with 
su r face  s t r c a n s ,  but  t h e s e  a t t empts  have so f a r  been unsuccessfu l  
and t h e  v i s i t o r  ent rance  remains t h e  only means of enbry and e x i t .  

The Bimeg  Cz~ve: The Binne Chambers r e f e r r e d  t o  p rev ious ly  a r e  some- 
t imes known a s  t h e  Binney Bnve. This was named a f t e r  S i r  Hugh Binney, 
Govenor of  Tas~iunia 1945-1951, who a c t u a l l y  made t h e  i~ud?-y crawl 
through t he  tunne l  i n  1950. 
King Geor:;e V Cave: This  cave i s  l oca t ed  about mile(800 r i c t e r s )  
f r o a t Y l Y E G - o f  Newdei:lzte Cave and occurs  w i th in  t h e  cave re -  
serve .  k f2 , i r ly  complex cave system, much smal le r  t h a n  Ncwdegate, 
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possessing sone very f i n e  s t raw s t a l a c t i t e  format ions ,  and a  small  
underpound s t r e a n  which flows i n t e r m i t t e n t l y .  It i s  not  considered 
f o r  develogient  f o r  v i s i t o r s  i n  t h e  i n r ~ e d i a t e  f u t u r e  because o the r  
caves i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  possess  a f a r  ( y e a t e r  p o t e n t i a l .  
B e a t t i e  Cave: S i tua ted  rouphly h a l f  way between t h e  en t rances  t o  
Newdegate cne- Kinp aeorge V Caves, t h i s  small  cave i s  l i s t e d  a s  a  
f o r n e r  t o u r i s t  chamber, q u i t e  we l l  decora ted ,  but Badly danaged. This 
cave w a s  liamec', a f t e r  t h e  l a t e  J.W. B e a t t i e ,  photosrapher ,  who to0.k 
p i c t u r e s  of t h e  caves i n  t h e  first months o f  t h e i r  discovery.  I n  
"The Mercuryts of 1 2 t h  A p r i l ,  1918, ap7eared a long a r t i c l e  by M r .  
i j e a t t i e  e x t o l l i n g  t h e  beauty of t h e  caves. Its small  s i z e  precludes 
t h i s  cave a s  a l i k e l y  f u t u r e  prospect  f o r  developnent.  
The Wolf Bole: ---- This  i n t e r e s t i n g  hole  l i e s  beyond t h e  e 3 s t e r n  boundary 
of t h e  caves rese rve  i n  t h e  s t a t e  f o r e s t .  From t h e  su r f ace  it appears  
a s  a  l a r g e  ho l e  approximately 80 f e e t  deep and 40 f e e t  i n  diameter.  
It i s  named a f t s r  M r .  AEOS W ~ l f ,  who was concerned with s i l i c a  depos- 
i t s  i n  t h e  a r ea  during t h e  war yea r s  of 1939-45. It i s  p r e swed  he 
was t h e  d i scovere r .  The v e r t i c a l  s i d e s  make descent  imposxible with- 
out ropes and l adders .  Explora t ions  by t h e  Tasmanian Caverneerinp 
Club have revealed t h a t  a n  extens ive  cave e x i s t s  beyond a n  opening 
a t - t h e  bo t tou  of t h e  hole .  

e This cave con t a in s  t h e  l a r g e s t  known underground l a k e  i n  Tas- 
nania(Lake P lu to  ). 

The Thernal -.. Pool: 
Thernal sp r i ngs  a r e  not  cormon i n  Tasmania. The Hast ings 

Springs a r e  t h e  warmest and bes t  known. These occur t h r e e  n i l e s ( 4 . 8  
Km) south-east  f r o n  t h e  caves. ~t t h i s  po in t  t h e  road t o  t h e  caves 
runs  along t h e  base of a  h i l l  formed of J u r a s s i c  d o l e r i t e ,  t rending 
i n  a  north-wester ly d i r e c t i o n .  To t h e  south  of t h e  road i s  a  f l a t  
p l a i n  covered with recen t  al luvium unde r l a in  wi th  a  Pre-canbrian 
s e r i e s  composed of dolo l i i te  and q u a r t z i t e ,  which i s  i n  f a u l t e d  re -  
l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  t h e  dmler i t e .  

It i s  c3nsiGered t h a t  t h e  t enpe ra tu r e  of t h e  water  i s  due t o  
t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  water  e n t e r s  t h e  d o l o n i t e  i n  t h e  caves a r e a  
a t  a hi!;her e l e v a t i o n  than  t h e  sp r i ngs  a r e a ,  descends about 2,000 
f e e t ,  and has  s u f f i c i e n t  hydrau l i c  g r ad i en t  t o  f o r c e  i t  t o  the  sur-  
face .  This  i s  based on a n  e s t ima t i on  of a r i s e  of 5/g0 C f o r  every 
66 f e e t  df depth,  

Several  sp r i ngs  occur i n  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  avera::e t e ~ p e r a t u r e  
.C- being about 2g0 C. The warnest of t h e s e  wi th  a  t enpe ra tu r e  of 31' C 
, - was forned i n t o  a  m a l l  ba th ing  pool (40 f e e t  by 16  f e e t ,  by 3  f e e t  - s i x  inches  deep)  t o  co inc ide  wi th  t h e  opening of t h e  Newde,gate Cave 

i n  1939. The pool was enlarged i n  1962 t o  t h e  dimensions of 55 f e e t  
by 25 f e e t ,  wi th  a  depth .  o f  four  f e e t , 6  inches.  It was found t h a t  
some d i f f i c u l t y  was experienced i n  maintaining a n  zCLequzte V O ~ ~ I X  

water i n  t h e  pool during dry  weather ,  due t o  seasonal  f l u c t a a t i o n s  
of t h e  water  flow. To overcome t h i s ,  a n  e l e c t r i c a l l y  operzted p u ~ p  
i s  used t o  supplement t h e  water  supply from ano ther  nearby spr ing .  
The n a t u r a l  bed of t h e  pool i s  c l a y ,  and pebbles  have been i n t r o -  
duced t o  n a i n t a i n  g r e a t e r  c l a r i t y  3f water  when t h e  bed i s  dis turbc.-  
by ba the r s .  

To ensure a h igh  degree of c l e a n l i n e s s ,  and t o  mainta in  a 
cons tant  te1~1;erature of about 270 C ,  t h e  water  i s  re leased  each 
evening, and r e f i l l i n g  t a k e s  p lace  overnight .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
SPELEO - STATISTICS - Andrew Skinner. 
For t h e  year  31-3-72 t o  31-3-73. 

Q o t a l  nunbereof  t r i p s  - - 53. 
T r l p s  a d v e r t l s e 2  l n  Speleo Sp i e l  42 
~ x ~ i o r a t o r y  t r i p s  

- - 
- 34. 

To ta l  a t t e n h n c e  on a l l  t r i p s  252. 
To ta l  nuniber on t r i p s  - 73 
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Members on t r i p s  - - 34. 
Non-members oa t r i p s  

- 38 
Average a-t t e n ~ a n c e / t r i p  4.7.  

Comment S : 
The t o t a l  nurlber of t r i p s .  was down by 8 t o  53 - s t i l l  ve ry  

c r e d i t a b l e  a s  i t  a v e r a g e s  one t r i p  p e r  week. The nulaber of exp lora -  
t o r y  t r i p s  dropijed t o  34;  cav ing  was done by fewer  peop le ,  w i t h  t o t a l  - 
a t t endance  d r o i ~ p i n ~ ;  t o  252. One nenber  went on 37 t r i p s !  .l 

Geographical  - a n a l y s i s :  

June e - 
F l o r e n t i n e  - 
Ida   ay( 3 x i t  ) - 
I d a  ~ a ~ ( n o r t h )  - 
Has t ings  - 
Mole Creek - 
Climbing p r a c t i c e s  - 
? i c t  on/Cracrof t  - 
Naria  I s l a n d  - 
X t  . Anne - 
Lake S p i c e r  - 
For t h e  f i rs t  s i x  months of t h i s  year(31/3/73-31/9/73) t h e  t o t a l  
number of trills i s  41, one member hav ing  been on  32 of t h e s e .  

O f  t h e s e  t r i p s  3  went t o  Junee,  2 t o  F l o r e n t i n e ,  I d a  ~ a y ( 3 x i t )  - 8 ,  
I d a  Bay(nor th )  - 2,  Hastinf:s was v i s i t e d  8 t i m e s , a s  was Mole Creek,  
Maria I s l a n d  a g a i n  r ece ived  1 v i s i t ,  6 c l i n b i n g  p r a c t i c e s  were h e l d ,  
2  t r i p s  t o  t h e  l? ic ton /Cracrof t  were r e p o r t e d , b u t  t h e r e  were no re  t o  
t h i s  a r e a  f o r  t r a c k  c u t t i n g  purposes  which were n o t  w r i t t e n  up, and 
t h e r e  was 1 t r i p  t o  a p l a c e  c a l l e d  Other  (?) .  
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~ a s t i n g s /  Id2  Bay - 11-13;/9/73. 
Party:  ~ n J r e w  Skinner(L') ,' ~ a u r i e  Moody + wife Sue and dau[:hter Loui -, 
Fiona Skinner,  S t u a r t  Gamble ,' Shane P inn ing ton(p) ,  Paul Eatcn(P) .  
Tuedday: A t  11.00 hours S tua r t  Gamble and I entered  Newdegate and 
becan scrub bin,^ green  a lgae  from t h e  Es tcour t  S t a l a g n i t e .  This growth 
had b e ~ n  not iced  a few days e a r l i e r  and appwared s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  a lgze  
found pwwing under t h e  l i g h t s  i n  t h e  t o u r i s t  caves a t  Mole Creek. 
We used a wire brush, washing down t h e  res idue  wi th  water .  I f  growth 
i s  removed each t i n e  i t  becoues v i s i b l e  i t  nay not  f fescapeH t o  o the r  
a r e a s  of t h e  cave. A t  13.00 hours S t u a r t  l e f t  and t h e  o t h e r s  a r r i ved .  
Af te r  depos i t i on  of gea r  i n  t h e  hut  a sho r t  c l i m b i ~ c  p r a c t i c e  was 
held a t  t h e  s i l i c a  quarry  near  Hastings.  A t  15.00 hours  Laur ie ,  Paul ,  
Shane and nyse l f  nade thetGrand Tourf of Newdegate wi th  a quick v i s i t  
t o  t h e  Pophole and t hen  t h e  Bhmey T u m l .  Ths two prospect ive  nem 
bers  were la?.dered i n t o  t h e  Mystery Corner wh i l s t  Laur ie  and I ab- 
s e i l ed '  t h e  1 0  n e t e r  drop. Much f u n  was had on t h e  Mud S l ide .  Two 
sp ide r s  and a  f l y  were co l l e c t ed .  
Wednesda Leaving Sue and Louise a t  Hast ings ,  we l e f t  f o r  Ida Bay d 11 00 hours .  A photographic v i s i t  w a s  made t o  Ida  Bay Cave. None 
of us were f z l i l i a r  with t h e  cave,  s o  i t  was r a t h e r  e x c i t i n g  t o  
wander through,Several  wet crawls  were pushed nea r  survey-s ta t ion  
No.38. 
Thursday: Laur ie ,  Fiona, Shane and Paul v i s i t e d  King George V Cave 
f o r  about two hours  i n  t h e  af ternoon.  They r e i ~ o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  ca tch  
on t h e  ga t e  i s  r u s t d  th rourh ,  so King George i s  ac2ainfopen t o  t h e  
p u b l i c f .  About s n e t r e  of ch$in i s  needed t o  lock  t h e  ga te .  Af ter  
washing t h e  f;ear we l e f t  f o r  Hobart ,  s topping a t  S t u a r t  Ganblefs  
t o  show sorle s l i d e s .  A good t r i p  wi th  sone rewarding photographs. 

Kale Creeg - 3-5/9/73 
Party:  Andrew Skinner and Laurie  Moody. 
Monday: We a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  Mole Creek hut  a t  14.00 hours ,  and went t o  
Maracoopa Tour i s t  Cave soon af terwards .  The a i n  of t h e  t r i p  w s s  t o  
photograph t r a i l s ,  s i gns  and e l e c t r i c a l  f i t t i n g s  i n  t h e  two t o u r i s t  
caves and a l s o  t o  v i s i t  Sco t t s  and Baldocks(two f o r n e r  touris- t  
caves) .  Chester  Shaw and Jan Howe k ind ly  l e t  us i n t o  Maracoopa and 
a s s i s t e d  by Laur ie ,  I photographed most of t h e  t o u r i s t  s ec t i on .  That 
n i ~ ~ h t  i t  ' ra ined s o  heav i l y  we were convinced t h e  hu t  would co l l apse  

/-- 
under t h e  s t r a i n ,  
Tuesda$: A t  1 0  o f c l o c k  we s t a r t e d  t o  look f o r  Baldocks Cave by walk- 
i ng  up Sassa f ras  Creek. ~ f t e r  about a  mile  i t  was r e a l i s e d  t h a t  t h i s  
was not t h e  way and we attempted t o  c ro s s  t h e  creek ,  Ford-ing t h e  
swollen s t r e a n  requi red  bashing b l ackbe r r i e s .  A f t e r  a f r u i t l e s s  
search  i n  t h e  bush f o r  Baldocks we followed t h e  western edge of 
Sassa f ras  Creek back t o  t h e  n a i n  road. Severa l  r e su rgences ( i n  do le r -  
i t e )  were invest i6,ated en rou te .  A t  13.00 hours  a b r i e f  v i s i t  t o  
S c o t t s  Cave was ~;l,ada, and phot-odraphs of t h e  ace ty lene  1 i ; ; h t  f i t t in,; :  
were taken. ~t 15.00 hours  a ho le  near  t h e  pa th  t o  King Solonon 
was explore?. It proved t o  be q u i t e  a wel l  decorated cave, with 
formation s i n i l a r  t o  Kin(: Solomons. There i s  a small creek i n  t h e  
lower p a r t s ,  wi th  siphons upstream and down. A t  t h i s  sta;;e L a u r i e f s  

r l  accumulator c!,ied, f o r c i n g  us  t o  nake a quick e x i t .  llie key t o  Kin:: 
Solonon was borrowed from Gary Ifielvmlle and about a n  hour was spent 
photographinp; t h i s  cave. On our r e t u r n  t o  t h e  su r f ace  we were t r e n t -  
ed t o  a very  welcollle d inner  a t  t h e  M e l v i l l e f s .  
Wednesday: donaycomb 1 ,l+ and 2  were v i s i t e d  on t h e  way back t o  HP-:- 
a r t .  A broken SCS number was found i n s i d e  t h e  cave and was brought 
back t o   oha art. ( N O .  MK 204). Thanks t o  a l l  a t  Mole Creck f o r  a l l o v . -  
ing  us t o  conple te  t h e  photographic p ro j ec t .  Andrew Skinner. 
Ex i t  Cave ( o r  . A l l  A t  Sea)  - 22,23/9/73. 
Pa r t  : Andrew and Ros Skinner ,  Michelle F a r r e l l ,  Fiona Skinner,Gle :-I 
t o n ,  i3obert Eaton, J u l i e  F lynn(f r ie rd  of Michelle ' S ) ,  Tau1 de 
Bornford, Nick G o u l d ( ~ )  ,Nick B e r w i c k ( ~ )  and G~aeme ~ i t c h u r c h ( P ) .  
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The p a r t y  s t a r t e d  walking a t  23.00 hours  and a r r i v e d  a t  Exi t  
a f t e r  2 slow t r i p ( t o o  slow t o  p-r-i-n-t!) We were d e l i ~ h t e d  t o  f i n d  
t h e  entrance f l o ~ d e d ( t h a t  i s ,  a l l  kxce l~ t  Nick.B. who had a l r cady  had 
h i s  c?ot;gy paddle i n  l ieece 's  Bog.). Nick G. and I f i x e d  a  nylon rope 
t o  f e r r y  t h e  packs ac ross .  ~ f t e r  abcut  a n  hour both packs aild bods 
wsre assembled i n  t h e  Wind Tunnel. F iona ' s  climb aloru: t h e  rope was 
VERY moving! L i f t e r  a  mighty luncs  she made i t  t o  tht? c en t r e  o f  t h e  
rope, ,suspended by both hands, a f o u r  metre deep pocl cf brown water  
underneath. HlWh3t do I do now?" she wailed. Soon she ap13lleil energy 
t o  h e r  ques t ions  and s l i d  a c ro s s  t h e  remaining gap. Since ar r iv iqo;  
a t  t h e  cave we not iced  that; t h e  water had r i s e n  about 1 5  cl>. A de- 
c i s i o n  was ~ m d e  t c  camp i n  t h e  Wind Tunnel. Af t e r  only s i x  hours ,  
( s i x  lousy  hours ) ,  h a l f  t h e  pa r t y  decide? t h a t  they  v~a~ i t ed  t o  g e t  U:\. 
Many curses  and t h r e a t s  were made by t h e  r e s t  of t h e  p a r t y ,  but by 
11.00 hours everybody was up. The news t h a t  t h e  water  was up by about 
16 metres ,  couplet with a n  a t r o c i o u s  weather f o r e c a s t ,  povoked us L 

t o  r e l u c t a n t l y ,  r e l u c t a n t l y  I 
A quick v i s i t  was made f u r t h e r  
crossed us ing  a  rope and t h e  pa r t y  sp l i j t  up wi th  one group visit in^- 
t he  Hanne-r Passage and t h e  r e m i n d e r  going up t h e  Collonades. s f t e r -  
wards t h e  two ;Troups joined and v i s i t e d  t h e  a r e a  nea r  t h e  Pendulun. 
On re tu rn in2  t o  t h e  DtEntrecasteaux c ross ing  i t  w a s  o b ~ e ~ v e d  t h a t  
the water had r i s e n  ano ther  20 cn. However, both packs and people 
were soon s c f e l y  out of t h e  cave, en rou t e  f o r  t h e  hu t  a t  Hast ings.  
Much drowni37 of sorrows. Sunday morning w a s  spent  i n  leAsure ly  fash-  
ion ,  having brunch ad jacen t  t o  t h e  pool ,  wi th  cavzrs  !nin;;ling l i k e  
sore  t h w ~ b s  wi th  t h e  t o u r i s t s .  Sore rubbish  was reiroved f r o 3  Newde- 
pa te  before we re tu rned  t o  Hobart. 

I n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  perhaps t h i s  t r i p  w a s  only a  bad d reaa  and t h i s  
r epor t  only f e n c i f u l  inag ina t ion .  However, i f  it - i s  t r u e ,  i t  i s  
worth consiC,ering: 
D O N ' T  t r y  t o  [jet--to Inner  Base Canp wi th  a p a r t y  of e leven on a  
Friday n igh t .  
DON'T t ake  a nob who can only  s l e e p  f o r  s i x  hours .  

Sphinxdock - 16/9/73. 
Party:  Andrew and Ros Skinner ,  Piona Skinner ,  Graerne  litch church(^). 

The day a f t e r  t h e  c a v c r f s  d inner  ( HIC). This  s ~ i a l l ,  r e l a t i v e l y  
sobered-ui~ pa r t y ,  decided on climbing p a c t i c e  a t  Sphinx Rock. A 
good day wi th  sone "newu techniques of l adde r  c l i nb ing  by Fiona. 
Graene and R o s  had t h e i r  f i r s t  a b s e i l s .  Ros was r a t h e r  apl~rehens ive  
about jumping o f f  t h e  c l i f f  a t  f i r s t ,  and a l n o s t  had t o  be f o r c i b l y  
persuaded. Andrew Skinner. 
Ida  Bay - 30/9/73. 
Party:  Andrew(~)  2nd Hos Skinner,  Laurie  and Sue Moody, 'Jes Ca rpen t a  
Henk Meercling, Nick Berwick, Fiona Skinner ,  Nick Gould, Shane Pinn- 
ington Micliael and Pe te r (Scou tnas te r s  f r o n  2nd P r i x e  of Seh 
s c o u t s ) ,  seven sea s cou t s ,  and NLr.and Mrs.Patten and Judy Carpenter 
on t h e  surface .  

The nob noved o f f  a long t h e  abandoned ra i lway towards Ida Bay 
Cave(Mystery &.Cave), How xany a r e  t h e r e ?  I c o u l h l t  dec ide  i f  thc -  
were seventeen o r  twenty but f i n a l l y  decided on t h e  f i g u r e  19. 
Upon reaching t h e  ent rance  of t h e  cave Michael and I went i n  t o  s e t  
up a  photo of t h e  glow worm wh i l s t  t h e  o t h e r s  had lunch,  The giow- 
worn d i s$ lay  was sp lendid  and sone nenbers remarked t h n t  i t  surpass-  
ed t h e  present  d i sp l ay  i n  Exi t .  Downstrean t h e  p a r t y  was s p l i t ,  with 
Laurie t ak ing  one group along t h e  easy way and I l e d  t h e  s cou t s  down 
t h e  creek. 3 o s t  of them enjoyed t h e  c l i nb ing  but  one only  had shoes 
so Ros ancl I escorted h i ] :  a lonp t h e  t,asy r o u t e ,  n e e t i q ;  t h e  r e s t  of 
t h e  pa r t y  dawnstream. L a u r i e ' s  con t igen t  depar ted  f o r  t h e  s iphon 
a r ea  and Michael took t h e  scou t s  f o r  a look a t  t h e  a r e a  near  s t a t i o n  
38. Af te r  sorie nore food Henk and Wes l e f t  f o r  t h e  road a1iC I B  8 
was e x p l o ~ e d .  Laurie  and Shane loca ted  sone ho l e s  near olcl quarry.  

An?rew Skinner. 


