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IvIaydena. Explorat ion and surveying. Leader: Laurie 
Moody. 
Hastings. Wolfhole. Surveying. Leader: A.Skinner. 
Surpr ise  Bay. Walking and caving i n  coas t a l  lime- 
s tone a rea .  Leader: Andrew Skinner. 
Hastings. "Slack1I t r i p .  Leader: haur ie  Moody. 
Ida Bay. New liorfolk Hich Adventure Camp. Day t r i p  
t o  Mystery Creek Cave. Leader: Ross Mansfield. 
GENERAL &STING. 8 Bath S t r e e t ,  Bat tery  Doint. 
'Ilas.Counci1 of Speleology. Meeting on Saturday a t .  
Mole Creek. Dinner has been a r r a n ~ e d  a t  t h e  Mole 
Creek Hotel by Northern ~ a v e r n e e r i .  Delegates:- 
Simon Stephens, B i l l  Lehraann and Andrew Skinner. 
Mole creek. Explorat ion of high l e v e l  a r e a s  i n  
Wet Cave using a s ca l ing  pole. Track-narking i n  
Kubla Khan. Numbering and s ~ r v e y i n ~ y .  Leader: Andrew 
Skinner. 
ASP Committee Meet iw - Melbourne. 
Lower Gordon. lnquiEies  t o  Southern Caving Society 
Box 121, Moonah, T a s .  7009. 
m r i a  1sland.  (Tenta t ive) .  
- SF Conference i n  Brisbane, Q ' ld .  

SPHINX ROCK - Climbing p rac t i ce  every Wednesday ni?;ht. Leave 
66 Wentworth S t . ,  Sth Hobart a t  6.0Op,~.  

EDITORIAL. 
Vanishing F a l l s  has been conquered! During t h e  month Jeane t te  

Col l in  and A t i l l a  Vrana reached the  F a l l s  v i a  t he  Pic ton Valley, 
The water drops some s i x t y  metres i n t o  a deep pool,  reapi)earing a t  a 
resurgence 1.2 km. down t h e  va l ley .  No caves were repor ted but t he re  
a r e  prospects.  Brian Co l l i n  i s  planning t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  Cracroft  

- Limestone soon. 
, There i s  l i t t l e  o ther  news with only t h ree  o ther  t r i p s  re-  

ported. A t  Junee JF 46 was explored t o  a depth of 25 n e t r e s  and JF 47 
was pushecl t o  a depth of 25 metres. Some t r a c k  markiw; has  been 
undertaken i n  Exit  Cave and the  p ro j ec t  i s  almost c o n ~ l e t e .  

Speleo - miscellany. 
+ Congratulat ions t o  Laurie Moody who was e lec ted  a par ty  l eade r  
a t  t h e  NOV. general  meeting. 
+ Prospective member: 

Leona Conrades, c/o Nurses Home, Calvary Hospi ta l ,  Lenah Valley. 
+ Andrew and R o s  Skinner have moved t o  a new home. They can be 
found a t :  58 Ha~ipden Road, Bat tery  Point ,  Tas. 7000. 
+ Cave numberi-X: 

J P 4 6  - 'Quarry Holer proposed name . 
JF A7 - 'Suicide Pot1  [ .U 

For descr ip%ions  sae  t r i p  r epo r t s .  
j. 

TRIP REPOdTS. 

Ida Bay - 13/10/73. 
Party: Nick Berwick and Laurie Moody. 

The main ob jec t ive  of t h i s  t r i p  was %o l o c a t e  and n u ~ b e r  a 
s e r i e s  of ho l e s  t h a t  I had observed b r i e f l y  a f o r t n i g h t  before, 
Despite l ack  of numbers(rather unusual) Ilick and myself a r r i ved  a t  
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t h e  new q u a r r y  a t  10.30 a . m .  A b r i s k  1 0  minute  walk found u s  a t  t h e  
s i t e  of t h e  012. qua r ry .  The La Perouse  t r a c k  w a s  t h e n  fo l lowed  t o  
where t h e  w i l d l i f e  n o t i c e  i s  d i s p l a y e d .  We dumped o u r  ;;ear a t  t h i s  
p o i n t ,  t h e n  fol lowed a nearby  g u l l y  u p h i l l  i n  a n  e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n .  
I n  a d i s t a n c e  of about  t h r e e  hundred y a r d s  we l o c a t e d  h a l f  a dozen . . * .  
h o l e s  of which on ly  one wayranted n u n b e r i n g ( ~ o .  7 ) .  

A f t e r  a qu ick  l u n c h  we headed west down t h e  g u l l y  a s  f a r  as  No.& 
Af te r  cove r ing  bo th  s i d e s  of t h e  g u l l y  we l o c a t e d  seven  n o r e  h o l e s ,  
two of which were numbered,  Nos. 9  and 16.  

A descr i : ) t ion of t h e  f i n d s  i s ' a s  fo l lows :  
No.7. - Small ,  d r y  s l o p i n g  h o l e  on e a s t e r n  s i d e  of t h c  La Perouse 

t r h c k  no t  f a r  from t h e  s o u t h e r n  end of t h e  o l d  qua r ry .  
' Squeeze l e a d s  o f f  on r i g h t  bu t  was n o t  pushed. Ap i~ea r s  t o  

be sojl.e f o r n a t i o n  a t  f a r  end of squeeze.  
No.9. - S n a l l  cave i n  f i s s u r e  on w e s t e r n  s i d e  of t r a c k  downh i l l  of 

No.7. Descended by a i d  of r o p e ,  3  me t r e s .  C o n t ~ i n s  two 
small t u n n e l s  - bo th  dead ends.  Creek a t  b o t t o n  d r y  bu t  
muddy. Abundance of cave c r i c k e t s .  

N0.16. - tIiopi,er Hole l .  (proposed name). 
Snal!. h o l e  SE of No.9. Seven me t r e  e n t r a n c e  p i t c h .  No f o r -  
n a t i o n ,  small chamber a t  bo%ton.  I n f e s t e d  w i t h  cave : c 
c r i c k e t s .  L a u r i e  Moody. 

Junee Area - 28/10/73. 
Par ty :  Lau r i e  M o o d y ( ~ - ~ e a d e r ) ,  F iona  Sk inne r ,  ,Nick Berwick and Max 

J e f f r i e s .  
A f t e r  a soy-iewhat b e l a t e d  s tar t ,  due t o  a  pe r son  maned Berwick . 

who d i d n t h  pu t  h i s  c l o c k  forward ,  we a r r i v e d  a t  Max J e f f r i e s  p l a c e  
a t  8.15 a w n w  ( . f e a t h e r  i d e a l ) .  C l e a r  H i l l  w a s  g i v e n  a m i s s  as t h e  h o l e  
r e p o r t e d  i s  a p 3 a r e n t l y  n o t  i n  a l i m e s t o n e  area.(Max i s  s e e k i n g  f u r &  . 

t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h i s  one) .  Anyway, Max sugges ted  t h a t  we t a k e  a 
look a t  a n  a r e a  west of  t h e  Khazad-dum t r a c k ,  where two caves  were 
r e p o r t e d  by t i n b e r  workers.  

. A n  hour  of scrub-bashing r e v e a l e d  n o t h i n g  d e f i n i t e ,  s o  i t  was 
then- dec ide  t o  t r y  and l o c a t e  a n o t h e r  cave which i s  r e i ~ u t e d  t o  be a t  
t h e  r e &  of t h e  qua r ry .  T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  cave i s  supposed t o  be v e r y  
deep and sone y e a r s  ago c o r d i t e  w a s  t o s s e d  down i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  i t s  de$h. A h o l e  was l o c a t e d  b e s i d e  t h e  o l d  q u a r r y  and 
as i t  had no nuciber we dec ided  t h a t  t h i s  might be t h e  one concerned.  
We secured  a  l a r lder  and F iona ,  Nick and myself  descended a 5 n e t r e  
p i t c h  t o  t h e  f i rs t  l e v e l  wh i l e  %X remained on t h e  s u r f a c e .  Two sma l l  
h o l e s  were l o c a t e d  and checked o u t .  The f i r s t  dropped two n e t r e s  and 
ended i n  a choke. The o t h e r  proved t o  be a f r e e  hanging  p i t c h ,  so  
we joined two l a d d e r s  and descended t o  t h e  b o t t o n  of t h e  h o l e  except  
Fiona who e l e c t e d  t o  w a i t  on t h e  f i r s t  l e v e l  and await developments.  
Jhe p i t c h  drop;?ecL f o r  about  1 5  n e t r e s  and t h e  h o l e  con t inued  f o r  
s e v e r a l  y a r d s  f u r t h e r  b e f o r e  ending i n  a n o t h e r  chokeo A f e a t u r e  
worth mentioiling a t  t h i s  p o i n t  was a  w a l l  of  pu re  wh i t e  xondn i l ch  
which was s l i : . h t l y  damaged d u r i n g  t h e  descen t .  T h i s  cave showed no 
s i g n s  of p rev ious  e n t r y  and was d u l y  numbered JF  46. No c o r d i t e !  

Af t e r  l u n c h  w e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  s e v e r a l  nearby  s i n k s  t h e n  dec ided  
t o  t a k e  a l o o k  a t  JP 1. About t h i s  t ime  t h e  wea ther  began t o  c r a c k  
up and a f t e r  a n  i n s p e c t i o n  of JF  1 by a l l  of u s ,  we ?eciC.ed t o  head 
home but  no t  b c f o r e  t a k i n g  i n  Dead Horse Cave and n o t i n c  t h e  p o s i t i a ~  
of JF 32. 

No sooner  had we a r r i v e d  a t  Max's t h e n  down cane t h e  r a i n .  Many 
thanks  t o  Max and h i s  w i f e  f o r  t h e  c o f f e e  and f o r  t h e  u s e  of Max's 
u t e .  
Pos tno te :  JF  46 was not  t h e  cave  r e f e r r e d  t o  by q u a r r y  workers  and 
I now have a n  approximate  p o s i t i o h .  I hope t o  be a b l e  t o  t a k e  a l o o k  
i n  t h e  nex t  few weeks. 
JF 46 -' ( ' ' i u a r r y  H o l e t )  Hole 25 m e t r e s  deep;  two l e v e l s ;  5 metre  

e n i r i n c e  p i t c h ,  1 5  metre  f r e e  drop ;  nondmilch abundant ;  no 
o t h e r  d e c o r a t i o n ;  nex t  t o  qua r ry .  ( J )  
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See next i s sue  f o r  survey of JF 46. Laurie 

Exit  Cave - 3-5/11/73. 
Party: Andrew S l r i n n e r ( ~ ) ,  Peter  Dowde, Lorna Schnidt,  R.Em.nett, M. 
van d e r  Molen, T.Danie1, W.Hardman and Bob Woolhouse(~ron Northern 
Caverneers),  

Af ter  a l a t e  s t a r t  we walked i n t o  t h e  cave t o  f i n d  t h a t  t he  
water l e v e l  was r e l a t i v e l y  high. We entared using the  rope t r ave r se  
and waded across  t he  stream. En rou te  t o  Tnner Base Camp v i s i t s  were 
made t o  t he  Hanuer Passage, t he  Pendulum and Mini -Mar-tin. On Sunday 
Conference Concourse was v ih i t ed  and some photocraphs were taken 
by Bob WooLhouse. B d i e t s  Treasure and the  Dev i l ' s  Stovepipe were 
v i s i t e d  on Sunday evening. 
S p i l l s  i n  t h e  r i v e r :  Lorna near Mini Martin; Bob i n  t h e  t a lu s .  

Supplies i n  cave; - 
Wind tun&?l  - 

snall -$ o n d i n e r  of p e t r o l ,  . . 
' two sy t h e t i c  30' '  orange ropes. . -- 

Outer base Canp - one. bot t le ,  netho. ' .  
- two 30 cc. candles.' ' 

Inner Base Camp - 4 l i t r e s  p e t r o l ,  
2 l i t r e s  s h e l l i t e ,  
2 l i t r e s  methc, 
3 sealed coffee  t i n s  carbide(about  8 kg, )  
1 spade, 
two 30 cm. candles,  
1 vani ty  m i r r o r ,  
1 bag o f  blue t r ack  markers. 

a t  'The Dig' ( see  June S p i e l )  - 
2 g l a s t i c  buckets,  
1 small spade, 
1 s m a l l  pick. 

Track marking corilpleted on 3-5/11/73, 

Blue p l a s t i c  markers replaced with r e f l e c t o r s  i n  Hamer Passage, 
Oran3e t a i ~ e  and aliminiwn t e n t  peg b a r r i e r s  erected i n  Edie ' s  
Treasure. 

Track markinf:'work t o  be done: 
1) Completion of b a r r i e r s  i r u d i e l s  Treasure. 

-5- 1 2 )  " a r k a s  ac ross  a  nud f l o o r  i n  Conference concourse. 
Andrew Skinner. 

Junee Area 11/11/73. 
I " 

Party: Laurie M ~ ~ ~ ~ ( L ) ,  R o s  and Andrew Skinre r ,  Glenn Pinnington, 
Henk van Twi l l e r t ,  Leona ~ o n r a d e s ( ~ ) .  and Max J e f f r i e s .  

Miracles do happen! Everyone 'was on time and wexreached the  ga te  
around 8.30 a.m. only t o  d iscover  t h a t  no permit had been obtained. 
Thus a quick t r i p  t o  Don Frankconbefs,  who k indly  arranged f o r  us 
t o  be allowed entry.(Thanks Don). 

O u r  f i r s t  s top was the  Junee Quarry where a search f o r  t h e  
e lus ive  #;deepft cave revealed a small hole  which d i d n t t  even warrant 
nwnbering.(d.isapporhntment!) This - was the  Ithole" r e f e r r ed  t o  by t h e  
quarry worker. 

It was then decided t o  survey JF 46 and while Andrew, Ros and 
Leona surveyed, with Max a s s i s t i n g  on the  surface ,  Henk, Glenn and 
myself inves t iga ted  a s e r i e s  of ho l e s  halfway between t h e  quarry 
and Ross Walker Cave. Nothing of s ign i f icance  was found, even when 
the  survey pa r ty  added t h e i r  combined e f f o r t s  and we then  adjourned 
t o  the  quarry(scrub-bashing en r o u t e )  f o r  lunch. 

After  chow, we moved camp t o  a n  a r e a  below Sunshine Road, where 
Max had repor tsd  l oca t ing  one of the  holes  t h a t  had eluded us on our 
l a s t  t r i p .  This ho le ,  now numbered JF 47, dropped down beside a 
l a rge  t r e e  s t w ~ p  and was p a r t i a l l y  covered by t h e  f a l l e n  t r e e  trunk. 
Andrew suggested t h a t  we a b s e i l  bull a s  t he  necessary c e a r  had been 
l e f t  i n  t h e  c a r ,  t he  descent was made by ladder .  Andrew descended 
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t he  f i rs t  p i t ch  o f  about 10 metres and repor ted t h a t  a  v c r t i c a l  p i t ch  
f u r t h e r  down would requ i re  a l l  t h r ee  l adders  joined to{;ether. For 
some unexslained reason I was e lec ted  t o  make t h e  descent i n t o  t he  
blackness and on reaching t h e  bot ton,  found only 1 metre o f  ladder  
t o  spare. Unfortunately our hopes o f  f i nd ing  another  K.D. cane t o  an  
abrupt h a l t  and on hearing my f ind in ins ,  Andrew decided t o  vacate t he  
premises, l e a v i w  me t o  ascend the  15 n e t r e  p i tch .  f i s t inated depth 
25 metres,  l i t t l e  formation. 

When I f i n a l l y  stumbled out we decide6 t o  take  i n  JF 1 a s  only 
Max and myself.had been i n  previously. Leaving t h e  o thers  t o  look 
around t h e  main cavern, Henk and myself descended t h e  6 ae-tre hole  
by ladder  ancl decided t o  push a s  f a r  a s  we could. Herlk.located a  
duck-under which led  some 20 metres o r  nore f u r t h e r  on, a t  a n  angle 
of 450. Henk pushed a squeeze a t  t h e  end of t h i s  tunnel  and reported 
t h a t  it dro;?s down t o  a  l ake  of undetermined s i z e .  Fur ther  explora t ion 
i s  possible but a  ladder  i s  needed a t  t h i s  po in t .  We be l ieve  thh t  
JF 1 has only been pushed a s  f a r  a s  t h i s  squeeze. Can anyone conf i rn  
t h i s ?  

On surfacing,  we a l l  made a  bee-line f o r  t h e  shop a t  Maydena 
and I must r cgo r t  t h a t  a very enjoyable days1 caving was had by a l l ,  
no doubt due t o  t he  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  weather behaved i t s e l f .  

Laurie bloody, 
(Surveys of JF 1 and JF 47 w i l l  be published i n  t he  next i s sue ) .  

* 
N I U G I N I  --, SP~LL?OI~OGICAL RESEARCH EXPEDITION - P 1973. 

Muller Range, Southern Highlands. 
P h i l i p  Robinson. 

I n  Aus t ra l i a  t he re  hadlbeen no news o f  t h e  advance pa r ty  f o r  , 

over two weeks, Sevan, Van, John and 1 0  na t ive  po r t e r s  were cu t t ing '  
i n  t h e  high nountain jungles of t h e  Muller Range. Aer ia l  photographs 
aqd he l i cop te r  recomissance  had shown a  s n a l l  c l e a r i n g  on a  high 
pla teau above t h e  St r ickland.  It was i n  t h e  h i d s t  of an  iupress ive  
a rea  o f  honeycomb ka r s t .  A depth p o t e n t i a l  of 3-5000' with enormous 
dol ines  and s inks  had sparkeL off  t h e  1973 Aus t ra l i an  expedition. - 

The New Zealanders, Tasmanians and West A u s t r z l i ~ n s  f lew i n t o  
Sydney on August 3rd. The following day a  l a r g e  pa r ty  o f  non too 
t i d y  cavers boarded the  luxur ious  confor t  of a  Boeing 727. 'Bezutiful  
views of t h e  Great Ba r r i e r  Reef and warn t r o p i c a l  s e a s  were followed 
by touch down i n  a hot humid Port Moresby. Total  nunbers on t h e  t r i p  
were now 26 with c o s t s  estimated around $(A)18,000 (inc.$5,000 spon- 

L 
. Via DC 3  c h a r t e r  t he  main pa r ty  were t ranspor ted t o  Tar i  

(5,400' i n  t h e  Southern Highlands. J u l i a  James cane i n  t h e  followint; sorship 1 
day i n  a Twin Ot ter  a f t e r  seeing t h e  main expedi t ion suppl ies  s a f e l y  
off the  boat i n  1VIoresby. There was good news a t  Tari .  The advance 
par ty  ha? found t h e  c laa r ing .  Van and 2 p o r t e r s  had walked out t o  
meet' us. I-t  was only f o u r  days walk i n  f o r  u s  ye t  t he  l a s t  'day1 
had taken e igh t  days of t r ack  cu t t ing .  Fron Tar i  admin. t r a c t o r s  an6 
Toyotas took the  pa r ty  over a  rough, h i l l y  46 n i l e s  t o  Kelabo v i a  
Koroba. 

Eelabo was the  s t a r t  of t he  journey i n t o  t h e  w i l d  country of 
t he  Muller. L'he nountain range i s  of l inestone(9-12,000')  a l l  con- 
p l e t e l y  under f o r e s t  and usua l ly  cloud. The f o o t h i l l s  hzve numerous 
dol ines  t o  t r a v e r s e ,  up and down continuously through Imec deep mu<, 
r o t t i n g  v e ~ e t a t i o n ,  t r i p p i n g  over t r e e  roo t s  and bamboo i n  t h e  pour- 
i n g  r a i n .  lJacks of only 40-50 lb .  soon became very heavy. Nany 

P eople were c u t ,  scratched and exhausted. The Base Camp c l ea r ing  
waist hi[;h [;rass) was a  very welcome s igh t  indeed. Two t e n s  o f  e ea r  

had been a i rdropl~ed during the  walk in .  Only fou r  bags were l o s t .  
We were inpressed by t h e  p i l o t .  The s n a l l  Cessna wes stru&;ling t o  
p u l l  out st 8,900 a .s .1 .  

Base cml)  was well  es tabl ished.  There was food, runninc water,  
and a  l a rge  s h e l t e r  f o r  cooking and eat ing.  The expec i t ion  was lucky 
t o  have a  q m l i f i e d  doctor  with experience i n  t h e  t rop i c s .  Radio 
contact  was nade nos t  days with t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i s t r i c t  c o m i s s i o h e r  
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a t  Koroba. After  a day ' s  so r t i ng  out of 26 cavers and 10  ~ ~ o r t e r s  
t he  cave exp lora t ion  could begin. P a r t i e s  s e t  off i n  d i f f e r e n t  d i rec -  
t i o n s  with rope,  3-4 days suppl ies  and po r t e r s ,  Two t o  t h r e e  weeks 
were spent i n  t h e  a r ea  snd over 20 caves explored, The d e e ~ ~ e s t  were 
Kanada Heiowa H e i n ( ~ u n r i s e )  - l , O O O t ,  and U l i  Guria(Ho1e o f  t he  Earth- 
quake) -10201, Cha rac t e r i s t i c s  were deep s h a f t s  i n  creamy, sharp l i n e  
-stone(rniocene), loose rock,  mud, s n a l l  sekpage w a t e r f a l l s  and pots  
ending t o o  narrow o r  choked. Much of t h e  time was sp\;nt scrub-bashinr: 
which was why cl l a r g e  par ty  was needed, Disappointing was the  "cheesk 
co&ryu, the  a r ea  with enormous scrub choked do l ines  4-5,0001 deep, 

ki lometre ac ros s ,  b ig  c l i f f s  200' high and wate r fa l l s .  This was 
the  region 08 g r e a t e s t  expectat ion;  impressive scenery bu yielded no 
s ign i f i can t  caves. 

The na t ives  were invaluable  bushnen, t r a c k  c u t t i n g ,  l i g h t i n g  
f i r e s  and bui ld ing s h e l t s r s .  These very pr imi t ive  pecple,  l i v i n g  i n  
the  stone age only 20 years  ago, were f r i e n d l y  and he lp fu l  with a  
good sense of hunour. Twenty more were h i red  from Kelabo f o r  the  walk 

- out. The expedit ion was 4 days walk from the  nearesy vi1la:;e i n  one 
of t h e  remotest a r ea s  i n  t h e  highlands. A very worthwhile d ivers ion  
was made d u r i ~ ?  the  walk out t o  explore the  mighty Atea River s ink.  

P- 
The l a rge  fo re s t ed  r i v e r  va l l ey  ends abrup t ly  a t  the  mouth of a n  in-  
c r ed ib l s  cave entrance,  sure ly  one of the  nost  awe i n s p i r i n g  i n  t he  
world, Four hun6red cusecs of f a s t , fnan ing  white water thunder over 
an  80'  drop i n  t he  cave mouth. Most  of t he  pa r ty  were j u s t  too s tag-  
gered t o  th ink  of exploring the  system. The volume of water-was t o o  
enormous t o  touch, a  dinghy would be swept away i n  t h e  t o r r e n t .  The 
only way would he t o  t r ave r se  the  walls with hundreds of b o l t s ,  a  
tedious  t a sk  with present  bo l t ing  methods. Other p rob lem a r e  the  
big logs  30' i n . t h e  roof.  It r a i n s  heavi ly  each day. How e a s i l y  could 
one be trap;?ed o r  swept away? Depth p o t e n t i a l  i s  uncer ta in  a t  present 
(2-5,000') .  The remoteness of t he  place i s  another  d i f f i c u l t y ,  The 
explora t ion of t h e  Atea and o ther  Mew Guinea caves w i l l  p o v i d e  plen- 
t y  of excitement'and adventure i n  years  t o  come.Potentia1 tremendous. 
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