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Surface explorat ion on Marble H i l l ,  Ida Bay. 
Leader: Brian Coll in.  
Saturday: Surface explorat ion alouq; Up;:er Tyenna, 
Junee. Leader: Albert Goede. 
Sunday: V i s i t  t o  Growling Swallet ,  Plorentine.  
Leader: Laurie Moody. 
Saturday: Exploration and cave fauna co l l ec t ing  a t  
Sco t t s  Peak. Leader: Albert Goede. 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING Please be there! 
8p.m. a t  8 Bath S t r e e t ,  Bat tery  Point.  
Saturday.' Surveyirq i n  Niagara Pot, Junee. 
Leader: Peter  Shaw. 
Saturday. Surveying i n  WLf Hole, IIastiws. 
Leader: Andrew Skinner. 
Saturdax: Further expilaxation i n  Splash Pot,  Junee. 
Leader: Peter  Shaw. 
Easter:  Trip t o  G w u ~ s  P la ins  and/or Loowana. 
Leader: dndrew ~ k i n n e r ( ~ . ~ . ) ,  Albert ~ o e d e ( ~ ' g a n a . )  
Easter:  Trip t o  Judds Cavern, Cracroft .  Leader t o  
be apgointed. 

- Dec. 1974-Jan. '75 - ~ e n t h  A. S.F. Convention i n  Brisbane,, Queensland. ;~L, - f~$ . - . - . -* - , - . - . - - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - - . - . - - . - - .  .-.-.-.-*-*-• . - *  

EDITORIAL. 
Once again  TCC spr ings  t o  l i f e !  During the  pas t  nonth 

Brian Co l l in  and h i s  team discovered a way through the  siphon i n  
Judds Cavern i n  the  Cracroft a rea .  u t i l l a  Vrana did a ' C ~ s t e r e t '  
i n  pushln through the  ' s m p ' ,  but was too c o l d  t o  explore the  
t a l u s  beyond. Judds Cavern i s  now about 1000 ~ l e t r e s  i n  len{;th 
and prospects  f o r  f u r t h e r  explorat ion a r e  br i t<ht .  Another cave 
entrance l-las a l s o  found i n  the  Cracroft  a rea  but was not entered 

.W due t o  lack of l i g h t .  
* Surface explorat ion has s t a r t e d  again  on Marble H i l l  and four  

-. - I new holes were found, but have not yet  been descen6ed. 2crub-bashin 
i n  the Plorent ine  near Frankcornbe Cave yielded several  m a l l  caves 
with the  110s - ib i l i t y  of f u r t h e r  explorat8on. G r o w l i r q ;  Swallet was 
v i s i t e d  with the  a i n  of chasing a drauc:ht near the  sWq. However, 

* the draught was coning from small cracks and exp lo ra - l~on  has now 
been declared conplete.  

Exit Cave was v i s i t e d  twice,  both t o u r i s t  t r i p s , o n e  f o r  
Max Binghan, id.H.A.(leader of opposi t ion)  and the  o ther  f o r  the  
benef i t  o f  uainland v i s i t o r ,  D r .  Joe Jennings. 

Andrew Skinner. 
Speleo--niscellany: 
+ Congratulations t o  Yvonne Co l l in  who was e lected a s  a f u l l  merL- 
ber a t  the  l a s t  general  meeting, 
+ Con,;raLulations t o  Delia(1daloney) and Mike Cole who were nar r ik '  
on the  9 th  of March. 
+ Chan;;e of ac'dress: 
Frank C.Erown, 68 Carel la  S t r e e t ,  Howrah, 7019. 
N o r m  PoulLer, 81 Hamersley Avenue, Norely, W.A. 6062. 
+ The dec is ion  on whether o r  not t o  jo in  t h e  Taslaanian Conserva- 
t i o n  Trust a s  a Club has  keen held over t o  t h e  AGU pending c l a r i f i -  
ca t ion  of the  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  of t h e  Club. 
+ Cave nunbering: 
JF 48,49 - I,Tudc7y cave 120 metres 1ong;contains i n t e r n i t t e n t  s t reai i -  
Three entrances.  Nlay be an overflow o u t l e t  from E'ranlccznbe Cave. 



Speleo S~ix, Pa[:e 2. i-arch, 1974. 
JF 50: Bmall cave near  JF 48-49. Side passage with draught has bec :~  
excavated but i s  blocked by a  l a r g e  rock. 
Sco t t s  .@ak --.=P Area. 
S u g ~ e s t e d  a r ea  code i s  SP, 
SP 1-2: Small cave i n  do lon i t e  near  quarry a t  Sco t t s  Feak. Two e n .  
t r ances ,  one a t  r i v e r  l e v e l ,  t h e  o the r  a 10  n e t r e  s h a f t .  Contains 
a small pool.  No decora t ion .  
SP 3: ~ u t f l o w  cave. Small creek f lows undergnound, but  i s  too  c losc  
t o  surface .  

P r e s i d e n t ' s  Report - 1973-74. 

,Wel l ,  I did  warn you when you e lec ted  me l a s t  March t h a t  you 
wouldn't oee r ~ c h  of your Pres ident  a s  f o r  t h e  f irst  h a l f  of t h e  
year 1373 I would be pre-occupied wi th  a double teachin?  load and 
d u r i n g  t h e  second ha l f  o f  t h e  year  I would be away on s tudy leave .  
Since I have not been involved much i n  c lub a c t i v i t i e s  t h e  secretzil; 
has p repre? .  a d e t a i l e d  r epo r t  which was published i n  -the last- S p i d  
The year  aiJpears t o  be c los ing  wi th  s i gns  of i nc r ea s ing  caving ac- 
t i v i t y ,  and t h e  exc i t i ng  d i s cove r i e s  i n  Judds Cavern on the  March 
ion,? weekend form a f i t t i n @  f i n a l e  t o  the. cu r r en t  f i n a n c i a l  year.  

The f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  club i s  not  c l e a r  a s  t h e  t r e a s -  
u r e r  i s  away on s i c k  l eave  and some l a r g e  h i l l s ( n o  pun in tended)  
remain t o  be paid.  ~t the  AGM we should have t h e  f u l l  p i c t u r e  and 
some inc rease  i n  subsc r ip t i ons  may he necessary e s p e c i a l l y  a s  paper 
and postage c o s t s  f o r  t h e  Sp i e l  continue t o  r i s e  r a i ~ i d l y .  

I would l i k e  t o  thank outgoing o f f i c e  beare r s  f o r  doing t h e i r  
job and would l i k e  t o  remind members t h a t  t h e  e l e c t i o n  of o f f i c e  

. beare r s  1s not a mat te r  of 'dabbing' somebody i n  but t o  e l e c t  those 
who a r e  l i k e l y  t o  i a k e  a  '(3dod joB of t h e  , p o s i t i o n  f o r  which they . 
have been noninated. 

I have now been p res iden t  f o r  seven yea r s  out of t h e  l a s t  
e ight  and f e e l  i t  i s  time f o r  a  change, I s h a l l  t h e r e f o r e  not be 
ava i l ab l e  f o r  r e - e l ec t i on  t o  t h e  presidency. I wish t o  thank 
members f o r  support ing t h e  same old f a c e  f o r  so many years  and I 
wish my successor  t o  t h e  presidency every success i n  t h e  coming 
year. Your r e t i r i n g  p r e s iden t ,  .) 

Alber t  Goede ( si .  x e d ) ,  

Membershi2 Su5scr ip t ions .  
Menl~ers a r e  reminded t h a t  t he se  f a l l  due at t h e  AGTJ. The 

present  subsc r ip t i on  r a t e s  a r e :  
F u l l  Melzbers(over 18 y e a r s )  - $4-50. 
FamiJy Uubera -- -- - - - - $7-00- -- . 
Junior  Members - $2-00. 
Associate Menbers - $ 2 4 0 .  

Only - f u l l  and faul i ly members a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  vote  2nd t h e  
f u l l  and family merlbership f e e  inc ludes  a $l-50 contribution t o  

- 
ASF and e n t i t l e s  one t o  r ece ive  t h e  ASP Newsletter. Jun io r  and 
a s s o c i ~ ~ t e  ae;_lbers wishin(; t o  subscr ibe  can do s o  by paying t h e  
ex t r a  $1.-50. 

Menihers a r e  asked t o  pay as soon a s  poss ib le  anil ~ r e f e r z a b l ~  
a t  t h e  AGN us t h i s  w i l l  save t h e  incoming t r e a s u r e r  and Speleo- 
Sp ie l  e d i t o r  a considerable  amount of unnecessary work. Members 
who have not paid by Apr i l  w i l l  r e ce ive  t h e  Apr i l  S p i e l  with a 
warning. Unless YOUR subsc r ip t i on  i s  received Ly t h e  t i n e  t h e  May 
Sp ie l  i s  ;lasted no f u r t h e r  i s s u e s  of t h e  news le t t e r  w i l l  be s en t .  

Intendini: members of t h e  c lub a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  ONE f r e e  i s s u e  
of t he  SL3iel. If they wish t o  continue r ece iv ing  t h e  Sp i e l  they 
can do so by paying a  a . 0 0  ent rznce  f e e  and beconiw; prospe&tiut ;  
members. This e n t i t l e s  them t o  s i x  i s s u e s  of t h e  Sp i e l  by which 
time they can reasonably be expected t o  have q u a l i f i e d  f o r  c lub  
membership. 

Your c lub needs YOUR support  F inanc ia l ly !  ! 
, . 
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I n  Defence of S.R.T. - - - - -  

by Pe t e r  Shaw. 
This a r t i c l e  i s  a r e p l y  t o  a n  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  October, 1973 

i s s u e  of t h e  ; i50uthern Cavertt e n t i t l e d  "The E th i ca l  Bas is  of S.R.T!' 
by Kevin Kiernan. I n  t h i s  p r o l i x  d i s cou r se ,  Kevin s l in tys  mud a t  
S.R.T. and i t s  proponents,  with a l l  t h e  d i r e c t i o n a l  acclrracy of a 
lump of t h e  p o v e r b i a l  t r o u s e r  f i l l e r  h i t t i n g  t h e  ~ r o v e r b i a l  f an .  

The d i s t i n g u i s h i w  f e a t u r e s  of s i n p l e  rope technique a r e  i t s  
comparative phys ica l  ease  and i t s  speed. Kevin d e c r i e s  these  as- 
pec t s ,  maintaming t h a t ,  while l adder ing  i s  much more t i r i n g ,  i t  
i s  t h e  hzrdship  t h a t  i s  t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  of c av i rq ,  3.R,T, i s  s a id  t ?  
inc r ea se  cons i f -erably  t h e  r a t e  of cave exy lo r a t i on ,   hereby leav in ,  - 
l e s s  explor( : t ion f o r  l a t e r .  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  a  con ten t i cus  po in t ,  
a s  I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  t h e  amount of cave discovered i n  a  period 
w i l l  r i s e  by very  much, a l thouch it  w i l l  r i s e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
number of hours  spent  underpound.  

L e t ' s  look a t  t h e  advanta,ges of S.R.T. i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  a  r e -  
duc t ion  in. t h e  amount of phys ica l  s t a n i n a  requ i red .  It ~~~~~~~~~~es 
more cavers  t o  go deeper by conver t ing  phys ica l  c h a l l e q e s  t o  men- 
t a l  chal lenges .  It a l lows a l l  c a v e r s  -in+ t r i p  kt;s reach  t h e  bot to :~  
r a t h e r  than  be l e f t  behind a s  p a r t  of t h e  support  team f o r  t h e  
lucky few. 

Less nan-made junk i s  brought i n t o  t h e  cave. Ins tead  of l a r g e  
p i l e s . o f  [;ear and t h a t  g r e a t  caving mons t ros i ty ,  t h e  caving l adde r ,  
you have a  s i n ~ l e  ' 'piece of s t r i n g t t  a s  t h e  only  connect ion between 
yourself  and t h e  world above. Who can f o r g e t  t h a t  ep ic  t r i p  i n  
Khazad-dur~ when, i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  cu t  down on gea r ,  t h e  90, 70 ancl 
90 were f r e e  climbed by t h e  f i r s t  person up t h e  l adde r?  

"A long ,  d i f f i c u l t ,  wet, co ld ,  miserable  t r i p  l i v e s  on, en- 
joyment of i t  i nc r ea s ing  as  accuracy f ades  i n t o  a  t y n e r a l  aura  of 
bu l ldus t " .  Yes, i t  i s  n ice  t o  have a n  ep i c  t r i p  every so o f t e n ,  
but what was t h e  e f f e c t  of those  t r i p s  t o  Khazad-dwn? Xobody woul? 
go caving f o r  months a f t e rwards  and vo lun tee r s  f o r  f u t u r e  t r i p s  
were very few. The only reason  t h a t  Khazad-dm was cold and miser-. 
ab l e  was because of t h e  d u r a t i o n  of t h e  t r i p .  Tr ips  were long an? 
d i f f i c u l t  because we were a l l  encunbered by mountains of l adders .  
We might a s  wel l  c a r r y  f i f t y  k i l o g a n s  of l e ad  w e i ~ h t s .  Any cave 
would be nore d i f f i c u l t  with t h i s  s o r t  of handicap. 

''With .... neg lec t  f o r  t he  s p i r i t  of t h i n g s ,  t h e  r e b o l t i r g  
SRT-ites answered and Khazad-dum was ravished H .  This  i s  u t t e r  
rubbish.  Kevin should know, because Kevin was t h e r e  and took p a r t ,  
t h a t  a l l  t h e  b o l t i n g  i n  Khazad-dum was done by l adder ing  p a r t i e s ,  
as a prelude t o  t h e  push t o  t h e  bottom, because speed on t h a t  bot- 
toning t r i ;~  was e s s e n t i a l .  This  would n o t - * m e n  nea r ly  as much 
with SRT p a r t i e s ,  where t%me i s  not  so important .  Anyone who t h inks  
t h a t  b o l t s  a r e  put i n  when they  a r e  not  a b s o l u t e l y  necessary,  has 
got h i s  ha5ds i n  h i s  t r o u s e r s ,  as anyone who ha s  bashed away f o r  
twenty minutes t o  put one i n ,  would t e s t i f y .  

SRT encourages caving by a l l o w i w  deep t r i p s  by s n a l l  p a r t i e s ,  
which a r e  riuch nore p leasan t  t han  t h e  swamp-it-with-menpower ap- 
proach. Ce r t a in ly ,  l a r g e  nunbers of cavers  turned ui) f o r  t h e  bot- 
toning p a r t i e s  t o  Ehazad-dum, but how many were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  
prepara tory  t r i p s ,  o r  i n  exp lo r a t i on  once Khazad-dun was bottomed? 
Is t h i s  exp lo r a t i on  o f  g lo ry  huntily-? 

ltThere a r e  nany mainland cavers  who long f o r  a ?,i t  of decent 
exp lo ra t ion  such a s  t h e  average Tasmanian t a k e s  i n  overdosets.  I f  
mainland cavers  want t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g  badly enouch, t h e y ' l l  move 
t o  Tasr.~ania. Obviously, they  d o n ' t .  Once t h e  h i l l  over Exit  i s  ex-- 
g lo red ,  and un l e s s  -the Cracrof t  becomes nore  a c c e s s i b l e ,  t h e  e r a  
03 grand exp lo ra t ion  w i l l  be f i n i s h e d ,  and Itnook and crannyt1 cav ix  
as ~ r a c t i s c ?  on t h e  mainland. w i l l  commence. * 

SdT a c t u a l l y  a l lows more t i n e  f o r  exp lo r a t i on  on a caving t r i .  
because t h e r e  i s  l e s s  time consumed i n  xea r  haul in^. There i s  l e s s  . > .> 
of t h e  i t rush  t o  t h e  bot%omtt a t t i t u d e .  



Speleo Spie l .  -. Page 4. I,krch, 1974. 
It may be more comfortable ,  but it i s  an  i n t r i n s i c  ~ a s t e l a n c ' . ~ ~  

TO desc r ibe  t h e  i n t r i n s i c  na tu re  of a t h i n g  when you have had l i t t l e  
i f  any involveilent i n  i t  i s  absurd. Don't knock i t  i f  you haven ' t  
t r i e d  it! 'Iho could f o r t e e t  a b s e i l i n g  t h e  second p i t c h e s  i n  Execu- 
t i o n  Pot and Devils  Po t ,  t h e  ent rance  and f i n a l  p i t c h e s  i n  Tassy 
Pot o r  t h e  two main p i t che s  i n  Khazad-dwn. It i s  t h e  f i e r c e  exc i t e -  
ment of s l i d i n g  slowly through magnificent s u r r o u n d i ~ s ,  a n  exper- 
ience  t h a t  could never be achieve' on a l adder .  

Kevin's   lea f o r  a  r e t u r n  t o  l adder  i s  a  r e f u s a l  t o  accept  
t he  r e a l i t i e s  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  SRT w i l l  proeper.  A s  Kevin says ,  
t h e  b e n i f i t  of caving i s  i t s  p r im i t i ve  challen[;e, 3RT cavers  h re  
meetins t h a t  chal lenge wi th  t h e  mininun of equipment and i n  t h e  
process  a r e  ex tend iq ;  t h e  caving p o s s i b i l i t i e s  t o  t h e i r  present  
day l iai ts .  Roll  on, ant i -[yravi ty s u i t s !  

TRIP REPORTS. 

Exit  Cave, I d a  Bay - ' 9/2/74. 
Party: Albert  Goede(leader) ,  v i s i t o r s  Joe J e n n i n ; ; ~ ,  Bob Wasson, 
Pe te r  Downes and Greir Middleton. 

The t r iL~  was nade under f i n e  condit io 'ns  wl th  t h e  access  t r a c k  
reasonably dry.  k s l i ~ h t  de lay  w a s  experienced a t  t h e  entrance z s  
t h e  lea<-er  had f o r g o t t e n  t o  b r ing  t h e  key. We v i s i t e d  and photo- 
graphed t h e  Colonnades and t h e  Ballroom and continued t h r ~ u g h  t h e  
upper l e v e l  t o  t h e  t a l u s .  On reaching CanpII we v i s i t e d  Ed i e ' s  
Treasure where much photography was c a r r i e d  out.  Mext we proceedeci 
t o  t h e  Testern Extension where t h e  l e a d e r  mana ;ed t o  l e a ?  t h e  pa r t y  
a s t r a y  both ,,oiq?and - going out.  The main purpose was t o  v i s i t  sone 
snail d e b r i s  cones r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  wedring a c t i o n  of {rowing 
gypsuii c r y s t a l s  on t h e  l imestone.  We re tu rned  t o  t h e  veh i c l e  a t  
about 6 p .a .  Alber t  Goede. 

Exit  Cave, Ida  Bay - 10/2/74. 
Party:  Roy Skinner,  Fiona Skinner ,  Max Binghan M.H,A. ,  ? e t e r  and 
David Biryham, J i m  and Denise Casey, Greg Middleton, S tua r t  Gamble, 
Pe te r  D O W ~ ~ ~ ( U P S W S S ) ,  kndrew Davey, Pe t e r  Coulson, Ken Lane, Doul; 
Denny, Chr is  Eden, Eddie ?, and Hans ?. 
The main 2urpose was t o  f a m i l i a r i s e  MrAingham wi th  t h e  " t o u r i s t n  
sec t ion ,  inet a t  t h e  Dover Post Off ice  a t  9.70 a.n. and entered 
t he  cdve a t  11.30 a.m.  The t r a c k  had been put i n t o  bet-Ler shape 
by Roy Skinner ,  Greg Middleton and Chr is  Eden haviq:  cu t  sone o f  
t h e  l ogs  e t c .  av;ay e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  week. The walk in took the  pa r ty  
jus t  one hour. The creek was q u i t e  low, so most of t h e  pa r t y  en t e r -  
ed t h e  cave hy wadknc t h e  c r e e k - w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r s  used t h e  h igh  
l e v e l  rope. ,;e v i s i t e d  t h e  Colonnades and %Fe Sal l roon .  G r q  Midc!? t - 
t o n  and Chr is  Eden went through t h e  t a l u s  s e c t i o n  t o  t h e  bottom of 
Mini-Martin, The r e s t  of t h e  pa r t y  debated whether t o  ;;o t o  t he  
Hafvjmer Passa: ,e ,  but decided a g a i n s t  i t .  We viewed t h e  ,;low-worms 
on t h e  way out .  They were p a r t i c u l a r l y  good. We l e f t  t h e  cave a t  
approximately 2.30 p.n. a f t e r  a n  enjoyable " t o u r i s t f v  t r i p .  

Fiona Skinner. 
Marble B i l l  - 10/2/74. 
Pa r t  g Brian C o l l i n  and Noel Vhite. 
+he ob jec t  o f  t h e  t r i p  was t o  l o c a t e  ho l e s  f o r  su:;sequent 
exp lo ra t ion  by t h e  t r a i ned  monkeys(i. e. exponent S of SRT) . k t t e n t  -L ri 
was concentrated i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Western Creek. The swa l le t  on 
Western Creck i s  now open an2 a c c e s s i b l e  wi th  some d i f f i c u l t  as 
t he  main drop nus t  be approached. by a t i c h t  narrow pnaon{;e. %our 
o the r  ho l e s  were loca ted  wi th  f i r s t  drops ranging up t o  a n  e s t i - ,  
nated 80 f e e t .  These should provide good s p o r t .  Only a  very  small 
a rea  was examined, and even w i t h i n  t h a t  a r e a  t h e r e  a r e  no doubt 
many ho les  we n i s s ed .  Noel White. 

AGM 27/3 - AGM 27/3 - AGX 27/3 - AGN 27/3 - AT 
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Growling Swallet  , Flo ren t i ne  - 16/2/74. 
Party:  Pe te r  Shaw, P h i l  Robinson and Ross Mansfield. 

.The a i n  of t h e  t r i p  was t o  f u r t h e r  explore  t h e  draughtily; 
passaqe near  t h e  sump i n  Growling Swallet  which had been opened 
up by Brian C o l l i n  and myself two yerirs apo. A t  t h o t  t i n e  I hacl 
descended a narrow n ine  n e t r e  r i f t ,  t o  f i n d  i t  blockcc- a t  t h e  bot- 
tom wi th  no s l , ,n  of a  drau~:ht .  We had not t r i e d  c l i m b i q  i n  t h e  
roof i n  sea rch  of a draught and t h i s  t h e  p resen t  p a r t y  2reposed 
t o  do. Af t e r  batt l inlr;  a lonc  t h e  t r a c k  t o  G r o w l i q  Swal le t ,  we 
a r r i ved  a t  t h e  cave a t  ll.OOa.m. h l o t  of f r e s h  dead- fa l l  pn t h e  
t r a c k  has aade i t  nuch ha rder  t o  t r ave r s e .  krned wi th  p i t ons ,  b o l t s  
two l adde r s  and a rope ,  we s e t  of f  i n t o  t h e  cave t o  do b a t t l e .  
An hour l a t e r  we were a t  t h e  sunp a f t e r  a p leasan t  trill dcwn t h a t  
magnificent stream passage with i t s  l i t t l e  cascades.  Ross expresse:'. 
doubts about t h e  be lay  f o r  t h e  30 f o o t  p i t c h ,  but pas t  experience 
won t h e  clay, e s p e c i a l l y  when he d i d n ' t  have t o  go down f i r s t .  We 
headed up t h e  (h-aughting passacye t o  t h e  scene of t h e  previous 
blockage, where Ross climbed up i n t o  t h e  roof wi th  no r e s u l t s .  
We then  t r zve r s ed  a long t h e  rift and climbed i n t o  t h e  roof again.  
Here, a  1ar;;er passage l e d  t o  t h e  bot.ton of a s h o r t  drop up which 
Ross and Phi1 climbed. d few rgetres l a t e r ,  a scall t r i c k l e  of water 
entered and disappeared! i n t o  t h e  t a l u s .  A f t e r  P h i l  had climbed doivn 
i n  t h e  t21us ,  exp lo ra t ion  was declared  complete. The draught  was 
coning from s ~ i . ~ a l l . c r a c k s ,  which were t oo  narrow t o  en t e r .  To ta l  
l eng th  of t h e  new passage was about 60 metres .  On t h e  way ou t ,  I 
spot ted  another  s i d e  passage wi th  a draught enercinp;. B few metres 
of crawling and t h i r t y  seconds of dig&% i n  t h e  f l o o r  brought a  
f i v e  metre clrop t o  l i g h t .  k hand l i n e  was r igged and we a l l  de- 
scended i n t o  a passage t h r e e  metres wide, f i f t e e n  n e t r e s  h igh  and 
t h i r t y  metres  low-. A% t h e  end of t h e  passage, s e v e r a l  crawls  l e d  
of f  but close?. o f f  very  quickly.  We s e t  o f f  f o r  t h e  enkrance, 
gleased a t  two new passages discovered and disapimintecl t h a t  they 
had not continued f u r t h e r .  The su r face  w a s  reached a t  4.001).m. 
a f t e r  f i v e  hours  underground. A p leasan t  day ' s  caving. 

Pet  e r  Shaw. 
Junee-Florentine - 17/2/74. 
Pa r t  : Laurie  Moody(leader), Max J e f f r i e s ,  Glenn Pinnington,  Ros 
d n d r e w  Skinner ,  Roy, Pan and Fiono Skinner p lu s  Sheona(dot7). 

The ob j ec t  of t h i s  t r i p  was t o  explore a  number of ho l e s  l o -  
ca ted  by Max i n  December of l a s t  year  p lu s  a u t o u r i s t  type" t r i p  
i n t o  Welcome St ranger  t o  c l e a n  d i r t y  f orrnations. 

Ve a l l  met a t  t h e  ANX {;ate a t  about 9.15 and proceeded t o  t he  
turn-off ol-l t h e  Wydena s i d e  of FrankconQs Care v i a  a quick t r i p  
t o  t h e  Junee Homestead. The reason  f o r  t h i s  s l i g h t  d i v e r s i o n  was 
mainly t 9  do a b i t  of f r i e n d l y  s t i r r i n g  as we had been informed 
t h a t  some cavers  were s t i l l ,  i n  t h e  a r e a  from t h e  previous  day. 
Alas,  t h e  I-Ionestead was dese r t ed .  

With Max lead ing  t h e  way, we followed a new road which winds 
round behind Frankcombes and a l l  but  drove s t r a i g h t  i n s i d e  t h e  
f i r s t  cLive which bore t h e  number 260. The en t rance  had been s l i e h t - -  
l y  damaged @ue  t o  b l a s t i w  but  a cce s s  was not  a f f ec t ed .  The v e a t h c ~  
had done u s  proud wi th  t h e  temperature r a p i d l y  climbing, so we 
trogged up and went i n  f o r  a look. Unfortunately t h i s  cave pe te re5  
out a f t e r  about 30 metres.  Nos, being t h e  s l ~ a l l e s t ,  was encoura :c? 
t o  push a t i d h t  squeeze with a chamber on t h e  f a r  s i d e  but  with 
o the r  ho l e s  t o  be looked a t  t h i s  was abandoned t o  a l a t e r  da te .  

Another ent rance  was l oca t ed  some 50 metres  f u r t h e r  along t h c  
road and while  some a f  us  i nves t i ga t ed  t h i s ,  Xax and Roy searchec? 
f o r  ye t  m o t h e r  ent rance  t h a t  appa ren t l y  had go t  i t s e l f  l o s t !  Our 
second ent rance  proved t o  c c n t a i n  a pool of water  a f t e r  only sever-  
a l  metres and on emerg iw,  were informed t h a t  Roy and Max had 
found t h e  e lu s ive  ent rance  and had a l r eady  descended. TJith t h e  
except ion of Pan, t h e  r e s t  of us p lus  pooch went i n s i d e  and severa l  
squeezes W - r e  t hen  i n v e s t i t ~ a t e d .  Andrew and myself pu:,hcC throu{:h 
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a  muddy passage and covered sone d i s t a n c e  before  f i n a l l y  h a l t i n g  
approxina te ly  80 metres  from t h e  ent rance .  This  p a r t i c - d z r  passag;e, 
i n  my opin ion ,  could be t h e  one l e a d i n g  i n t o  Frankconbes Cave. 
On our r e t u r n ,  another  s i d e  passace which l e d  back towards t h e  r o z i  
was i n v e s t i p t e d  by Roy9 Xsx, Ros, Andrew and myself ,  A t  t h e  end 
of t h i s  passace,  we discovered a s n a l l  but h igh  chanbcr which con- 
t a ined  a  d a y l i g h t  ho le .  Xax inforned us  t h a t  e n t r y  had been made 
through t h i s  ho le  dur ing  t h e  road c o n s t r u c t i o n  by one of t h e  work- 
e r s .  S i ~ n s  of e n t r y  p r i o r  t o  our v i s i t  were not apparent  i n  t h e  
cave i t s e l f .  

A f t e r  retaining t h e  s u r f a c e ,  i t  was agreed t h a t  -the cE~ve wns 
IfBloody Muddyf1 and t h i s  name was t h e r e f o r e  adopted. Andrew t h e n  
suggested t h a t  we number t h e  en t rances  but  our  i l l u s t r i o u s  l e a d e r  
had nez lcc ted  t o  br im< h i s  d r i l l ,  so t h e  numbers w i l l  have t o  
wai t  u n t i l  a f u t u r e  t r i p .  

An hour o r  s o  was t h e n  spent  both flroad-bashi-n.gw and Irscnub- 
bashingu but nothing e l s e  w a s  found. Linestone o u t c r ~ p s  a r e  nuner- 
ous but h o l e s  were scarce .  It was t h e n  suggested by Max t h a t  we 
have lunch a t  t h e  ANM p icn ic  s i t e  some 5 k i lomet res  f u r t h e r  out 
t h e  F l o r e n t i n e  %ad bes ide  t h e  F l o r e n t i n e  River.  Our r o u t e  was 
blocked by t h e  l o g  crane which w a s  being over-hauled I,ut a f t e r  a  
s l i g h t  de lay  we were a b l e  t o  proceed. 

The s i t e  i t s e l f  was i a e a l l y  s i t u a t e d  bes ide  t h e  r i v e r  with a 
fspagoda s t y l e f 1  hut  t h a t  had been b u i l t  from l o g s .  Seatin,? i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  hag a l s o  been rnade f r o n  l o p s  and i n  each case t h e  l o g s  
had been coated i n  va rn i sh .  Very impress ive ,  were our combined 
remarks , 

~ f t e r  lunch,  we adjourned t o  Welcome S t ranger  an? tenporary  
r e l i e f  f r o n  t h e  o p p e s s i v e  hea t .  Leaving Andrew and Kos(who both 
k ind ly  o f fe red  t o  c l e a n  t h e  f o r m a t i ~ n s ) ,  I escor ted  t h e  o t h e r s  t o  
t h e  end of t h e  cave where Roy l o c a t e d  a n  Anaspides, It was place2 
i n  a t o b ~ ~ c c o  t i n  of n i n e  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  purpose6 but on in -  - - 
s p e c t i o n  back a t  t h e  c a r s ,  he a p p e ~ r e d  t o  have succwbeCL t o  t h e  
v a s t  chan;;e i n  t enpera tu re .  An hour o r  so was spent  i n s i d e  t h i s  
cave with Ros and kndrew emerci l a s t .  (Many thanks - from a l l  
t h e  format ions  you both  cleaned? 

l i f t e r  cold d r i n k s  and p cold i c e s  a t  t h e  h o t  p i e  shop, we head- - ed home a n d % m c i n g  from t h e  remarks,  a  ve ry  ~ n t e r e s t i n g  days- cav- 
ing  was had by a l l .  Laur ie  Moody. 
F lo ren t ine  - 24/2/74. 
Par ty :  ~iiclrew ( l e n d e r )  and Ros Skinner ,  Bruce Chetwynd , I'r. and 
M r s .  Be l l .  

Three nmlbers were a f f i x e d  t o  t h e  h o l e s  discoverec? t h e  pre- 
v ious  ~unf iay ,  t s e e  map and d e s c r i p t i o n s ) .  A draughty  sic 'e-pa5sa~;e 
i n  JF 50 VJGS excavated f o r  about 90 minutes but  proqress  was hp-lted 
by a, larm,ye rock. Some scrub-bashing f u r t h e r  up t h e  h i l l -  towards 
Frankconbes Cave produced ano the r  en t rance .  k s h o r t  i n v e s t i c a t i o n  
was nade but l a c k  of l i ( 7 h t s  prevented proper  e x @ l c r a t i o n ,  t h e  new 
hole  i s  u i ~ h i l l  from JF 48-49 and maybe t h e  upstream connect ion of 
t h i s  cave, It should be numbered and e x ~ j l o r e d  on a subsequent trip. 

Andrew Skinner.  
Judds Cavcrn, Crac ro f t  Val ley - 2-4/3/74. 
Par ty :  Cr ian  and J e a n e t t e  C o l l i n ,  a t i l l a  Vrana and P e t e r  Shaw. 

Yith t h e  d ry  weather of t h e  l a s t  few nonths ,  t h e  long weekend 
was a n  i d e a l  oppor tuni ty  t o  have a  b e t t e r  look a t  Judds Cavern. 
With t h e  p rospec t s  of a f i n e  weekend we took only one t e n t  and one 
parka between f o u r  of us. On Fr iday  n igh t  we walked up t o  Hi[-h 
Camp on t h e  P i c t o n  River.  From h e r e  we reached Judds Cavern a t  
t h r e e  o l c l o c k  on Saturday af te rnnon.  With b e t t e r  larlps t h a n  previow 
p a r t i e s ,  we entered  t h e  cave, looking  f o r  s i d e  passages on t h e  way 
t o  t h e  sw~lp. Only one major s i d e  passage w a s  d i scovered ,  en te r iq :  
from t h e  n o r t h e r n  s i d e .  This  passace l e d  f o r  over s i x t y  n e t r e s  an( 
was drau:;ht$ng q u i t e  s t r o n d y .  Not being i n  caving g e a r ,  we i t i i tn l t  
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push very s t r onp ly  and p o s s i b i l i t i e s  s t i l l  e x i s t .  We next  turned 
our a t t e n t i o n  to t h e  sunp. This  was a passa~7e wi th  about f i f t y  
c e n t i n e t r c s  of a i r space .  A t i l l a  waded around i n  thi{;h deep water 
next t o  t h e  wall and thought t h a t  t h e  passage was cont inuing with 
a  lower roof ancl r equ i r i ng  a s w i m .  AS t h e  water  was f r e e z i n g ,  we 
r e t i r e d  t o  t h e  camp f o r  t h e  n igh t .  

Next norning we surveyed i n t o  t h e  cave t o  t h e  sur.lp passage. 
Here, A t i l l a  s t r i pped  off  and plunged i n t o  t h e  passage a t  h igh  
speed. Af ter  t h i r t y  metres ,  mostly swimning, and inc lud ing  a  low 
s e c t i o n  wi th  e igh t  cen t imet res  of a i r  space,  t h e  pasza:;e opened up 
aga in  an6 he reached a t a l u s  p i l e  with deep water  on both s i de s .  
A w a t e r f a l l  could be heard.  I n  no s t a t e  t o  climb t h e  t a l u s  p i l e ,  
because of t h e  co ld ,  he re turned t o  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  p a r t y  and sone 
warm c lo th ing .  We then  headed back t o  t h e  entrance.  

The water i n  t h e  cave was t h e  lowest ever  seen ,  which was 
fo r t una t e .  I f  t h e  water had been h igher  t h e r e  woulc' h2ve been no 
a i r space .  

That a f t e rnoon  we walked on a  no r th - ea s t e r l y  bear ing  over t h e  
r idge  above t h e  cave. On t h e  nor the rn  s i d e  of t h e  r i d s e  we found 
a s inkhole  wi th  an  ent rance  but had no l i g h t s  t o  explore  i t .  By 
t h e  l i g h t  of na tches ,  we 2ene t ra ted  t h e  ent rance  chanber and a 
sho r t  way i n t o  a s i d e  passaGe l e ad ing  o f f .  This  cave s t i l l  cont in-  
ues and awai t s  a  b e t t e r  equipped exp lo r a t i on  par ty .  

We followed t h e  r i dge  onto t h e  s lopes  of Burgess Bluff  and 
discovered a l a r g e  do l i ne  on t h e  upper edge of t h e  l i ne s tone .  No 
en t rances  were discovered,however. 

iqe re tu rned  t o  canp and t h a t  n igh t  entered  Judds Cavern a{:airi 
t o  t ake  sone pho togaphs .  s l e i s u r e l y  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  c a r s  on Monday 
saw us do t h e  r e t u r n  t r i p  i n  n ine  and a  h a l f  hours ,  inc lud ing  q u i t e  
a  few long breaks.  

Judds Cevern i s  a cave we l l  worth t h e  e f f o r t  of ~ o i n g  t o  see.  
With over a  k i lometre  of passa,re, averaginp twelve t o  f i f t e e n  metree 
high and wide, it i s  a h o r i z o n t a l  cavers  dream. The next t r i p  t h e r e  
w i l l  r e q u i r e  wet s u i t s  t o  probe t h e  reg ions  beyond t h e  sunp passct,:c. 
The p o t e n t i a l  f o r  f u r t h e r  cave i s  enornous. Pe t e r  Shaw. 
S c o t t s  Peck, Huon River - 2/3/74. 
Pa r t  : Andrew(1eader) and Ros Skinner ,  Bruce and Martpret  Chetwynd , --?F Max e f f r i e s ,  Glen Pinulington, Laur ie  Moody. 

Saturddy was spent  walking up t h e  Huon River  from a poin t  n e : ~  
t h e  Red Knoll Lookout road. Max, Bruce, Laur ie ,  Glen and I walkeC 
i n  ac ro s s  bu t tongrass .  Near t h e  r i v e r  t h e  vege t a t i on  changed t o  
t h i c k  h o r i z o n t a l  scrub,  corresponding wi th  t h e  dolomite outcrop. 
Doloni te  outcrcps  u p  t o  5 L n e t y e s  ye r t i c a i l l g  above t h e  r i v e r  bee.. 
Upon reachin,?; t he  r i v e r  t h e  view was q u i t e  impressive - ~ l o w n s t r e ~ ~ . ~  
was a  r e a l  k a r s t  landscape,  with dolomite p innac les  znd s n a l l  h o l c ~  
l a r g e  c l i f l s  and small  w a t e r f a l l s .  However, we decided t o  head 
upstream towards t h e  dolomite quarry  near  t h e  Scot-6s Peak dam. 
Several  s n a l l  ho l e s  were i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  but  were not  worth nunber- 
ing.  Cave c r i c k e t s  were collectecl from a f i s s u r e  cave. l i f t e r  a  
few hundred metres  t h e  bedrock changed from d o l o a i t e  t o  q u a r t z i t e ;  
but  t h i s  only outcropped upstream f o r  about 500 n e t r e s ,  where 
dolomite was a{;ain p resen t .  

C l i f f s  a long t h e  r i v e r  made hashings.through hor izonta lasca l rk  
necessary.  l i f t e r  about a n  hour of t o i l  we reached a srnall creek 
t r i c k l i n g  through a t e n  metre deep cu t  i n  t h e  dolomi-tee It was 
followed up t o  a n  outflow cave,  but due t o  t h e  low r e l i e f  of t h e  
rock t h e  water was f lowing q u i t e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  su r face .  Enthusiasn 
ebbed soi~ewlizt and Max handed around sone "Mintiesv.  Af t e r  t h i s  
sho r t  break we aga in  headed upstream and soon a r r i v e d  ~~t t h e  ?olo-  
mite  quarry.  A cave near  t h e  quarry  was explored but y ie lded only 
80 metres of passage(see map).The r e s t  of t h e  weekend was spent 
climbing ilt .Anne and sir:ht see ing .  The fo l lowing Thursday evening 
Bruce and I re turned t o  survey t h e  cave near  t h e  quarcy and t h r e e  
numbers were a l s o  a f f i x e d ( s e e  d e s c r i p t i o n s ) .  Andrew Skinner. 




