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August 24 - Saturday: F lo ren t ine .  E i t h e r  Trapdoor Swal le t ,  
Slaughterhouse Po t ,  Gormanghast o r  su r face  t rog-  

a ging south  of Growling Swal le t ,  depending on who - wants t o  go. Leader: Pe t e r  Shaw. 
/- August 24-25 - Weekend: Mole Creek. Combined t r i p  wi th  Northern 

Caverneers and Launceston Speleo.Club. Meet Sat .  
a .m.  ( e a r l y )  Mole Creek hut .  Leader: Andrew Skinner 

*September 4 - Wednesda : General meeting a t .  and J e a n e t t e ' ~  
d r t h  S t r e e t ,  South Hobart, 8 ?.m. Sl ide s  
and refreshments  welaome. 

September 1 4  - Saturday: A N N U A L  - m - - - -  ZLlgEz - Black Buffalo Hote l ,  L e t i t i a  S t r e e t ,  7.30 p.m. 

4 course d inner  - $5.25 per  person- 

Bookings t o  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  wi th  $2.00 per.pers.  
depos i t  a s  soon as possible .(The h o t e l  wants t o  
know how many t o  expect.  ) 

MAKE I T  A NIGHT TO REMEMBER - PLEASE CORTE. 

Dec. '74 - Jan. '75 - Tenth Biennia l  Caving Convention' i n  B r i s -  
bane. See Therese f o r  enrolment forms. 

Jan  25 - Peb 2 - T.C .C .  1975 Cracrof t  Expedition. 
Leaders: Br ian  Co l l i n  and Alber t  Goede. See 
June Sp ie l  f o r  more d e t a i l s .  

. ' . o . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . * * * * ~ ~ . . . . . * . . . . * * ~ . . . ~ . * * * ~ ~ . . * * ~ * * . * ~ * ~ * * ~ ~ * *  

EDITORIGL 
Another month, a few more caves. Laurie  and Max keep f ind-  

ing  caves down near  t h e  P lo ren t ine  but t h a t  b i g  cave keeps eluding 
them. - A r e t u r n  t r i p  t o  Marble H i l l  t o  look a t  a promising looking 
ho le  discovered by Brian and Noel turned i n t o  a shambles of a  t r i ~  
with  people going"everywhere, and nobody wi th  t h e  r i g h t  gear  a t  t he  
r i g h t  t i n e .  Nothing l i k e  a smooth running, e f f i c i e n t . ,  t r oub l e  f r e e  
t r i p !  Pet  e r  Shaw . 
Prus ik ina  ROII?,~~.  

The 33-ue Water ropes have a r r i v e d  and i t  i s  planned t o  cu t  the  
ropes so t h a t  t h e  fo l lowing prus ik ing ropes w i l l  be ava i l ab l e .  

...- 1 91 metre Blue Water (300 f t )  
C _  

1 70 n e t r e  Blue Water (230 f t )  

2  45 metre Blue Water (150 f t )  
2 30 metre t e r y l e n e  (100 f t )  

1 21 metre Blue Water ( 70 f t )  

2 16  metre t e r y l e n e  ( 60 f t )  
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Tasmanian Cave Faunt , 

by Albert and Therese Goede. 

Par t  4 - ---p- Pseudoscorqions. 

~seudoscorp ions( fa1se  scorpions)  make up t h e  order Pseudo- 
scorpionida and a r e  r e l a t i v e s  of t h e . t i c k s  -and mi t e s (pa r t  3 )  as well  
'as of scorpions,  h a r v e s t ~ e n  and spiders .  Because o f  t h e i r  small s i z e  
and r e t i r i n g  hab i t s  they a r e  known t o  few people desp i te  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  near ly  2000 species  have besn dasc r ibed (~ande1 ,  1965). Pseudo- 
scorpions resemble t i n y  scorpions v$ithout a  t a i l  and a r e  completely 
.harmless t o  man desp i te  t h e i r  fearsome looking p incers (ped ipa lps )  
which may be double t h e i r  body length  when f u l l y  extended. On t h e  
surface pseudoecorpions a r e  found i n  f o r e s t  l i t t e r ,  under r o t t i n g  
wood and under t he  loose  bark of some t r e e s .  They a r e  predators  and 
f o r  many species  s ~ r i n g t a i l s ( ~ a r t  1) a r e  the  pr inc ipa l - food  supply. 
They have t h e  renarkable a b i l i t y  when threatened t o  move backwards 
f a s t e r  than they move forward, an  a b i l i t y  t h a t  they probably  hare 
with very few other anirnals. 

~seudoscorp ions  i n  t he  Northern Hefnisphere whose l i f e  cycles  
'have been studied have a complicated c o w t s h i p  which preceeds mating 
and construct  cocoon-like sheltex-S :In a*'-~cin tile pass t h e  winter ,  
l ay  t h e i r  eggs and shed t h e i r  s k i n s ( S ~ ~ o r y , l 9 6 6  5 . We know l i t t l e  o r  
nothing of the  hab i t s  of iLwtral ian  ryeci-cs and most of t h e  cave . 
species a r e  known only from one or  two  q e c i ~ ~ n s ,  

Pseudoscorpions a r e  small animc.1~. Their body length  i s  usually 
l e s s  then 5 m. and f requent ly  much s n a l l e r .  I n  caves they may b e ,  
found i n  a s soc ia t ion  with bat  gvaro, - ,o%tir-g mood and vegeta t ion,  
t r e e  roo t s  penetra t ing from t h e  s u r r 3 c 2  and ~ m d e r  stones.  

Pseudoscorpions a r e  s u b d i v i d ~ d  i n t o  a number of. famil ies , .  Most 
specimens col lected from caves, part icuXarly i n  t h e  wet ter  p a r t s  of 
Aus t ra l ia ,  belong t o  t he  family Chthoniidae which has many cave 
adapted species  i n  t he  Northsrn Hemisphere. Szventeen species  be- 

. longing . t o  t h i s  fami'lg .ha~:e .now bee? ,cesc:-lbed from Aus t r a l i a  ( ~ e i e r  
1966, 13579 1968, 1971) and belong -Lo f i v e  gznera: . ' . .  . . C . .  . 

. Tgrannochthonius . 2 spec ies  (rone from caves) 

Pseudotgramizochthoni~s 9 species  ( 6  from caves) 

Austrochthonius --W 2 species  (1 from caves) I 

Sathrochthonius 3 species  (1 Jrom caves) 

Morikawia 1 species  (1 from caves) 

It can be seen t h a t  more than half  oZ the  species  a r e  from caves 
.and. with one exception they have pot been. f 0uy.d on t h e  surface.  . 

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  of these  genera i s  q u i t e  i n t e r e s t i n & . ' T p r a n h o ~  
chthonius occurs only i n  Western 9 - ~ ~ s t r a l i s  and i s  probably a r e l a -  
t i v e l y  recent  i rmigrant  a s  t h e  genus i s  widespread i n  t h e  Northern 
Hemisphere and the( Tropics. Pseu3ot~rrar,mchthonins and kustrochthbn- 

:. 
_-*- - -̂ --" - ..Y-_UI_-- - 

i u s  a r e  found i n  the  southern hz l f  of Aus t ra l ia  including Tasmanid d - - 
but a l s o  i n  southern South 1 a e r i : a  i n  Chile and Patagonia. Their fl 

or ig ins  may go back before the  time when the  Southern Continents 
' 

(Aus t ra l ia ,  Antarc t ica ,  Ind ia ,  South Paer ica  and Afr ica)  broke 
apar t  - a break up which s t a r t e d  more than  100 mi l l ion  years  ago.' 
S a t r o c h t h o n i x  i s  only found i n  Austra l ia .  Korikawia i s  another gen- 
us with an i n t e r e s t i n g  d i s t r i b u t i o n ( ~ h a m b e r r ~ ~  1962) - one species  
from the  west coast of Kexico, one from the  shores o f  Japan, t w o  
from New C ~ ~ l e d o n i a  and one cave adapted spec ies  from t h e  G r i l l  Cave 
a t  Bungonia. Its d i s t r i b u t i o n  would requi re  some explaining! 

A l l  pseudoscorpions col lected from Tasmanian caves belong t o  
the  genus Pseudotgrannochthonius. Q u i t e  a  mouthful t o  pronoowxe 
even f o r  a  zoologist! Three species  a r e  known from our caves of 
which two have been deecribed by Dar tna l l ( l970)  and t h e  t h i r d  re-  



Speleo Spie l .  Page 3. August, 1974. 
mains s o  f a r  undescribed. P.tgphlus f r o n  caves a t  Mole Creek has  a  
body leng th  of l e s s  than 3-mm. and t h e  f i r s t  specimens were discov- 
ered i n  Georgies Hal l  Cave by Alex Terauds. We have s ince  col lec ted 
specimens f r o n  Baldocks Cave and Sco t t s  Cave. The most i n t e r e s t i n g  
f ea tu re  of t h i s  animal i s  t h a t  i t  i s  completely eyeless  - both eyes 
and eye l e n s e s  a r e  absent .  

The f i r s t  specimen of P.tasmanicus was co l lec ted  by Therese 
Goede from a discarded rubbFr glove i n  t h e  dark zone of King George 
V Cave, Hastings. The desc r ip t ion  i s  based on f o u r  specimens, th ree  
from t h e  dark zone of t he  cave and one from r o t t i n g  wood on the  
surface  not  f a r  from t h e  cave entrance.  The i n t r i g u i n g  th ing  was 
t h a t  while t h e  cave specimens had l o s t  t h e i r  eyes but re ta ined  a 
small p a i r  of eye l e n s e s ,  t h e  surface  specimen was completely eye- 
l e s s .  Loss of eyes i n  cave species  i s  genera l ly  regarded a s  evi- 
dence of cave adap ta t ion  and had it not been f o r  t he  chance f i nd  of 
a surface  specimen t h e  species  would undoubtedly have been c l a s s i -  
f i e d  a s  a  t r o g l o b i t e ( t r u e  cave dweller) .  ndd i t iona l  specimens have 
s ince  been co l lec ted  both from t h e  surface  and from t h e  tw i l i gh t  
zone i n  t he  entrance chamber of King George V Cave. One of the  noEe 
r ecen t ly  co l lec ted  cave specimens i d  a l s o  completely eye less  and 
is  shown i n  t h e  f i gu re .  

A t h i r d  undescribed species  belonging t o  t he  genus i s  known 
from two specimens we have co l l ec t ed  f r o m  Cashion Creek Cave, 
Plorent ine  Valley. 

Pseudoscorpions a r e  obviously r a r e  i n  Tasmanian caves and so 
f a r  have b e ~ n  co l lec ted  from only f i v e  caves i n  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  
areas .  It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  note t h a t  t h r ee  of t h e  caves were f o r -  
mer t o u r i s t  caves where r o t t i n g  wood from ladders  and brigges has 
given r i s e  t o  an  abundant food supply. I n  non t o u r i s t  caves t he  
bes t  p laces  t o  look a r e  i n  and near  accumulations of organic debr i s .  

Specimens from o ther  caves and caving a r eas  would be of con- 
s iderab le  i n t e r e s t  but should only be co l lec ted  when a proper col-  
l e c t i n g  k i t  i s  ava i l ab l e .  Specimens a r e  bes t  t ranspor ted a l i v e  i n  
a  g l a s s  tube with p l a s t e r  of P a r i s  i n  t he  bottom and protected fro::; 
breakage i n  a n  aluminium f i l m  conta iner .  Tubes should be kept cool 
i n  a  moist c l o t h  and should be del ivered t o  Al lan  Dar tna l l  a t  t he  
Tasmanian 1'Iuseu.m a s  soon a s  poss ib le  a f t e r  being collected-.  

A ~ k n o w J ~ e u l e n ~ :  
We a r e  g r a t e f u l  t o  Allan Dar tna l l  of t h e  Tasmanian Xuseum f o r  

h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  cave pseudoscorpions and descr ib ing two o f  t he  
new species ,  We thank t h e  Tasmanian Museum f o r  making ava i l ab l e  
t he  binocular  microscope t h a t  enabled one of us  t o  draw a specimen 
o f  _ .  Patasmanicus. 
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THE IKRSTEfiN PLORZNTINE. AND BEYOND! --- 
This p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  l i e s  west of t h e  F lo r en t i ne  River  and i s  

pFesumed t o  s t r e t c h  from t h e  southern  end of t h e  Tiger  Eange t o  
CBles Creek, jus t  a l i t t l e  sou th  of thefPagoda! This  comprises of 
an a r e a  a p ~ ~ r o x i m a t e l y  one k i lometre  wide by 24 k i lomet res  long. The 
r e l i e f  i s  by no means h igh  but t h e  scope f o r  h o r i z o n t a l  caves i s  
very f e a s i b l e .  So f a r ,  f o u r  h o r i z o n t a l  caves have been numbered on 
t he  western bank, t h r e e  of which a r e  i n  c l o s e  proximity,  JP 55, 56 
and 57. The o the r ,  JT 51 l i e s  7-8 k i lomet res  f u r t h e r  downstream. 
The two l a r g e s t ,  JF 55 and 57 have ye t  t o  be surveyed hu t  both a r e  
i n  excess  of 50 metres  i n  l eng th .  Of these  two, JF 57 has  proved t o  
be t he  more i n t e r e s t i n g  a s  it con t a in s  more s i d e  passages.  

Within t h e  next few months, I hope t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a s  much of 
t h i s  a r e a  a s  poss ib le .  To d a t e ,  only  a very  small a r ea  has  been 
looked .at 2nd a l r eady  f i n d s  have been made. A couple of ~n-number- 
ed ho les  wi th  f u r t h e r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  have a l s o  been noted but  ropes  
and l adde r s  a r e  needed f o r  f u r t h e r  progress .  The a r e a  i t s e l f  i s  
!deal f o r  scrub-bashing. Sparse r a i n - f o r e s t  i n  t h e  reg ion  of t he  
r - iver ,  g a d u a l l y  g ive s  way t o  s l i g h t l y  denser  scrub,  i n t e r spe r s ed  
with myr t l e s ,  blackwood, s a s s a f r a s ,  s t r ingybarks  and towering euca- 
lyptus .  The going,  however, i s  s t i l l  very  s t r a igh t fo rward .  

La te r  t h i s  yea r ,  poss ib ly  October, a n  exped i t ion  i s  being plan-  
ned t o  e n t e r  t h e  Rasse las  Valley v i a  t h i s  r o u t e ,  A wide b e l t  of 

imeatone i s  known t o  e x i s t  on t h e  f a r  s i d e  of t h e  Tiger Range and 
extend f o r  some d i s t ance  up t h e  va l l ey .  AS t h e  caving p o t e n t i a l  o i  
t h i s  a r e a  i s  completely unknown, I hope t o  be a b l e  t o  e l abo ra t e  

. f a r t h e r  on t h e  completion of t h i s  proposed t r i p .  
Fur the r  d e t a i l s  on t h i s  t r i p  w i l l  be published i n  t h e  next 

b2 ie l  but I in tend t o  spend a t  l e a s t  f i v e  days i n  t h i s  e r e a  and i n -  
t e res ted  p a r t i e s  a r e  asked t o  con tac t  me regard ing  fur-Lher informa- 
t i on .  Laurie  Moody. 

Cave numbering: 

- Small but  spacious cave i n  t h e  r i d g e  west of JF 55. Some 
format ion ,  i n t e r e s t i n g  s i d e  passages,  two chambers. D i a -  
covered 13/7/74 by L.Moody, M.and T. J e f f r i e s ,  L., Sq i th  
and D. OtBrien. Explored same da t e .  (F )  - Sna l l ,  funnel-shaped s h a f t  on r i dge  due e a s t  of Cave H i l l L  
Depth t o  da t e  i n  excess of 25 metres .  Fu r the r  inves t iga -  
t i o n  i s  requ i red .  Discovered by M. J e f f r i e s  and L. Moody 
13/4/74. P a r t i a l l y  explored by David OIBrien  on 13/7/74 
and numbered by Moody, J e f f r i e s  and Smith. ( J )  

- Horizonta l  sex&es of small  t unne l s  l e ad ing  o f f  main pas- 
sage;  some formation;  f u l l  exp lo r a t i on  prevented due t o  
water i n  some tunne l s ;  c l o se  t o  road;  l e n g t h  est imated t o  
be i n  excess  of 40 metres. Cave numbered on 3/8/74. Locat. 
ed i n  F lo r en t i ne  Valley. - Horizonta l  cave with s m a l l  s loping ent rance  ho le  l ead ing  
t o  small  chamber; i n t e r e s t i n g  network of d ry  c rawls  and 
squeezes; roundabout l ink-up e s t ab l i shed  due t o  d ig ;  f o r -  
mation; exp lo r a t i on  incomplete;  nwnerous cave sp ide r s ;  
c l o s e  .to road;  ad jacen t  t o  JF 59; 70 metres  of passage t o  
da t e .  Numbered 3/8/74. Located i n  F l o r e n t i n e  Valley. - Tight  ent rance  ho le  opening i n t o  iwo s epe ra t e  chambers 
v i a  duck-under; moon-milk; poss ib le  ex tens ion  by excava- 
t i o n .  Numbered on 3/8/74, Located i n  F lo r en t i ne  Valley 
a t  about 420 E7611V9 (ya rd s ) .  
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TRIP RdPORTz: 

Has t ings  - I d a  Bay, Weekend 29.30 June,  1974. 
P a r t g t  A l b e r t  Goede ( l eade r ) ,  John Richardson,  Glenn P inn ine ton ,  
Robin .Smith and C h r i s t i n e  Moran(Prosp. ) S a t .  only:  ~ n d r e w  Davey and 
v i s i t o r s  Louise  E l l i s  and Tony Payne. 

John and I l e f t  Hobart  a t  8 a . m .  on Sa tu rday  morning t o  meet 
Glenn, Hobin and C h r i s t i n e  a t  t h e  Hastings Hut. They had j u s t  go t -  
t e n  up and took  o f f  wi thout  b r e a k f a s t .  Unknown t o  u s  Glenn had n o t  
been t o  Mystery Ck.Cave b e f o r e  and l o s t  s i g h t  of u s  on t h e  way. 
A f t e r  t h e  two of u s  had changed we drove  back t o  l o c a t e  him. When 
we were j u s t  about  r eady  t o  l e a v e  t h e  c a r s  Andrew Davey tu rned  up 
w i t h  two f r i e n d s .  We e n t e r e d  t h e  cave t o g e t h e r  and t h e  l e a d e r  show- - ed t h e  p a r t y  t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  rou te (ch imney  and c r a w l s )  that  l e a d s  
t o  t h e  upper  e n t r a n c e .  Then t o  Cephalopod Creek where t h e  l e a d e r  
w a s  l e f t  behind.  L a t e r  t h e  p a r t y  w a s  r e u n i t e d  a t  t h e  Ralilp where 
Glenn and t h e  two g i r l s  dec ided  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  c a r .  The r e s t  of 
us pushed on  t o  v i s i t  t h e  bottom of Midnight Hole b u t  nobody was 
game t o  n e g o t i a t e  Matchbox Squeeze which was r a t h e r  wet. Then we 
went down t h e  chu te  and th rough  t h e  t a l u s  t o  t h e  f i n a l  chamber. 

m It w a s  n o t i c e d  t h a t  a small r o c k f a l l  had blocked t h e  way down t o  
t h e  s t ream passage  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  t h e  s iphon.  Everybody i n s p e c t e d  
t h e  Canyon. We t h e n  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  c a r s .  

On Sa tu rday  n i g h t  t h e  weekend p a r t y  w i s i t e d  t h e  Dover Pub t o  
buy some medicine  t o  h e l p  them f a c e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day. The nex t  
morning t h e  l e a d e r  g o t  up a t  10 .20  a . m .  and by h i s  "goodu example 
managed t o  persuade  t h e  o t h e r s  t o  l e a v e  t h e i r  s l e e p i n g  bags. A s  
John and I were t h e  on ly  ones who wanted t o  go cav ing  we dec ided  
t o  go t o  King George Cave. We found t h e  e n t r a n c e  cunn ing ly  conceal-  
ed. About 2 h o u r s  were s p e n t  i n  King George V Cave making a t o u r  
of most of t h e  known cave  and i n i t i a t i n g  John i n  t h e  m y s t e r i e s  of 
eave fauna .  On ou r  way o u t  we removed t h e  broken g a t e  a t tachment  t o  
t a k e  back t o  Hobart  and l e f t  t h e  padlock w i t h  t h e  new cave  super- 
i n t e n d e n t  - Robert  Grauw. We rounded o f f  t h e  da  F y 4 ~ o i n g  f o r  a 
s w i m  i n  t h e  w a r m  pool  and were back i n  Hobart  a p  .m. 

A l b e r t  Goede. 
Western F l o r e n t i n e  - Junee Areas  - 13/7/74. 
P a r t  : L a u r i e  Moody, Max and T i m  J e f f r i e s ,  Leonie  Smith and David 
d ? n .  

Ve s igned  i n  a t  t h e  ANM b a r r i e r  a t  9.50 a,?,. , c o n d i t i o n s  f o&gy, 
and made o w  way ou t  i n t o  t h e  F l o r e n t i n e .  Several '  s t o p s  were made 
t o  a l l o w  David t o  t a k e  photographs .  It was around 10.30 a.m. when 
we parked t h e  two v e h i c l e s  down F e l i x  C u r t a i n  Road. Our i n t e n t i o n s  
were t o  c r o s s  t h e  P l o r e t i n e  R i v e r  and push i n l a n d  towards  t h e  T i g e r  
Range, i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e  l i n e s t o n e .  We 
s e t  o f f  and were a b l e  t o  c r o s s  v i a  t h e  l o g  n e a r  JT 55. The wate r  
l e v e l  of  t h e  r i v e r  had dropped c o n s i d e r a b l y  s i n d e  o u r  p rev ious  t r i p .  

The p a r t y  t h e n  pushed i n l a n d  and t h e  go ing  was f a i r l y  s t a a i g h t -  
forward.  S e v e r a l  d o l i n e s  were no ted  and d u l y  i n s p e c t e d ,  one of which 
may go w i t h  a d i g .  Gradua l ly  we began t o  c l imb and e v e n t u a l l y  reach-  
ed a small s t e e p  s i d e d  g u l l y  app rox ima te ly  1 k i l o m e t r e  from t h e  : 
r i v e r .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  we l o s t  t h e  l i m e s t o n e  and s t r u c k  no r th -eas t  
i n  a g r a d u a l  swelp  t o  l o c a t e  i t  aga in .  It w a s  soon l o c a t e d  and shb r t  
l y  a f t e r v m r d s  I n o t i c e d  a n  u n l i k e l y  l o o k i n g  h o l e ,  c l o s e  t o  t h e  t o p  
of a s m a l l  l i m e s t o n e  r i d g e .  David,  Max and T i m  e a g e r l y  d-isappeared 
i n s i d e  wh i l e  Le6nie and I awai ted  t h e  outcome. C r i e s  of  exci tement  
f i n a l l y  e n t i c e d  u s  i n s i d e  and t h e  u n l i k e l y  l o o k i n g  h o l e  proved t o  
be a l i t t l e  more t h a n  we f i r s t  though t .  The s m a l l  e n t r a n c e  l e d  i n t o  
a r i f t - l i k e  chamber approx.  1 5  m e t r e s  l o n g  by about  5-6 n e t r e s  wide, 
S e v e r a l  s m a l l  e x t e n s i o n s  l e d  o f f  and were d u l y  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  The 
l e f t -hand  one y i e l d e d  about  1 0  m e t r e s  of  c r a w l i n g  wh i l e  $he r i g h t -  
hand one l e d  about  4 me t r e s  on t o  a n o t h e r  chamber. T h i s  chamber was 
about  4 n e t r e s  h i g h  and a met re  o r  s o  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  f i rs t .  Flow- 
s t o n e  and moon-milk were i n  ev idence  and s e v e r a l ,  small straws were 
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noted. A left-hand passage l ed  on a sFi6PL d i s t ance  and rose  up ' td-  
dards t he  surface.  Another passage l ed  hard r i g h t  and a s l igh t -c l imt ,  
was negotiated.  A t  t h i s  point  the -go ing  became r a t h e r  cons t r ic ted  
and another sharp r i g h t ~ h a n d '  bend led  t o  a small tunnel .  This was 
pushed but ended i n  a muddy choke :~~ve r&l  o ther  passages were ex- 
amined on t h e  way out but t he  r e s u l t s  were negative. 

On emerging apter:  ha i f  an  hour,  the  cave was duly nunbered JF. 
57. It was ,eviderit tfia't - a t  Some +s tage  the  cave rece ives  a  caertain 
amount of water but . t H i s  'was , no t  % s.o on o m  inves t iga t ion ,  About t h i c  
t i m 4  fim ex:3ressed sone concern about h i s  dog, who wasn't  present  
when we reached the  surface .  Rawever, he soon showed up and we s e t  
off back towards t he  r i v e r ,  c u t t i n g  a  t r ack  which w i l l  be used f o r  
f u r t h e r  inves t igat ion.of  t h i s  area .  David zigg-zagged across  t he  
t r ack  and eventual ly  l 'ocated another  hole.  Inspect ion proved t h a t  a  
ladder  would be needed and a s  we hadn ' t  bothered t o  b r ing  one, t h i s  
w i l l  be l e f t  u n t i l  o u r  next t r i p .  Ve f i n a l l y  emerged a t  t h e  top of 
a  c l iEf  face  21nd a f t e r  checking f o r  holes(nothing t h e r e ) ,  we reach- 
ed the  r i v e r ,  a  shor t  d i s t a n ~ e  downstrean from the  f l o o d  crossing.  

After  lunch,  (2.30 p.m. ) we headed back t o  the  Juncc and . ,  , 
Chrispb Road. I n  Spie l  N0.90 I mentioned having loca ted  one of t w o  
s h a f t s  due e a s t  of Cave H i l l .  This was t h e  ob jec t ive  and armed with 
18 metres of l adder  an'd. 30 metres of rope, we a r r ived  a t  t h e  s h a f t .  7 

The ladder  was rigged and' David volunteered t o  make the. descent 
with yours t r u l y  ac,ti'hg as belay. David made: contact  with a  s t eep ly  
sloping f loo? ' a f t e r  about 10 metres and announced t h a t  it ,went - 
down. He continued o n  down ianti.1 h i s  f a i n t  voice ca l l ed  out t h a t ,  
h e f d ' r h n  out of ladder.  A f u r t h e r  drop o'T ab'out 4-5 me-tres was natel' 
a t  t h i s  point .  On surfacing David t o l d  u s  t h a t  t h e  ho le  appeared ' to  
s top a t  about 25 metres. but t'here i s  a s l i g h t  p o s s i b i l i t y  of it 
continuing a s  he could not see below t h e  s l i g h t  ledge above t h e  
4-5 metre, drop. He e x p r e ~ s e ~  the  ;wish t o  ret 'urn a t  a  l a t e r  date. 'witk 
nose, laddnr.  ,This hole -wcs .then nurnbercd JP 58. I %  9 

'Coffee and bLscuits  were consumed a t  Naxls"before we s e t  out- 
f o r  home,-arr iving ba-ck aboqt 7?09  p.m, Once aga in  a  p r o f i t a b l e  . 
dayf s c  caving wss enjoyed by a l l  and thanks go ' t o  M r s ,  J e f f r f e s  f o r  
the cuppa. Laurie Moody. 
~ a r b l e  H i l l  - 13/6/74. 
Party:  Pe te r  iihaw, S tua r t  Nicholas, John Richardson, Pe t e r  ~ e ~ n o 1 . d ~  
~ n d r e w  an6 R o s  a i p n e r .  

Under blue s k l e s  we:laboured up the  t r a c k  pas t  t he  quarry t o  
the -saddle  above Exit .  An hom.and a hal? from t h e  c a r s  we reached 
th'e f i r s t  caves a n  the. t r ack  down the  south s i d e  of the  h i l l .  Here 
we turned eastwards off t h e  t r a c k  while Andrew and R o s  went off  t o  
nwr'LIer holes .  After  a l o t  of mucking about ,  we found the  b ig ,  dry 
va l l ey  and headed up towards t h e  object  o f  our t r i p ,  a  l a r g e  impres- 
s ive  entrance fodhd' by Brian and Noel. Ju s t  before t h i s  cabe we no- 
t i c ed  severa l  ,promising .loolcing smaller  hole's, one of which was 
draughting qu i t e  well .  

~ f t e r '  so r t i ng  out t he  gear  we discovered w e  had - th ree  .sets of 
Junars between four .  We had brough-t t o  t he  cave two 60 n e t r e  r'dpes 
and th ree  20 metre ropes. A s  we wanted t o ' b e  on our way bzck up the  
h i l l p y  dark,  I decided t o  .leave one of the  60 metre ropes ou$side. 
We headed off i n t o  t he  cave, climbing down h r i f t  i n t o  .the stream. 
,passage. After  a shor t  d i s tance  we reached a ' d h o r t  p f t c h , . * t e n  ~ e t r a i  
and obviously wet. Open the  sacks and what have we got  - two ,6O m. 
ropes! Weld l e f t  t h e  wrorig one outs ide .  R shor t  d i s t ance  from the  
'foot of t h e  p i t c h ,  we reached the  end. The stream ms f l ~ ~ v i n g '  throu 
a very small hole which gave no prospects  o f  opening up . e g a i ~ .  A 
climb around the  roof of the  passage was f r u i t l e s s ,  so we headed 
out.  The p i t c h  proved t o  be a good i n i t i a t i o p  i n t o  v e r t i c a l  caving 
f o r  t h e  t w o  newcomers t o  prus iking,  p a r t i c u l h ~ l y  a s  n e i t h e r  of ther 
had a parka. There's nothing l i k e  a  wet p i t c h  f o r  d r iv ing  home the  
necess i ty  of having t h e  r i g h t  .equipment,'and, technique. Emerging 
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from t h e  cave a t  3.30 we heeded s t r a i g h t  up t h e  h i l l ,  g radua l ly  
moving westward towards t he  t r a c k  and t h e  saddle.  4e h i t  t h e  main 
t r a c k  j u s t  above t h e  aaddle and s e t  o f f  f o r  t h e  c a r s  which we reach- 
ed a t  dusk. Suggested name f o r  t h e  cave i s  Great &xpecta t icn  gave. 

Pet  e r  Shaw . 
Gitl3AT EXPECTATION CAVE (Grade 1 ske tch)  

Junee - ~at.10/8/74. 

Party:  P e t e r  Shaw, Yvonne Co l l i n  and Alber t  Goede. 
What b e t t e r  a c t i v i t y  f o r  a  b e a u t i f u l  f i n e  day t han  a grmvel 

through t h e  narrow passages of Splash P O ~ ( J F  1 0 ) ?  How about Gormen- 
ghas t  you say?! Yes you a r e  probably r i g h t .  The aim of our t r i p  was 
t o  recover  a  Jumar I had l e f t  behind on a previous t r i p .  Unfortun- 
a t e l y  i t  was no t  a t  t h e  ent rance  so we had t o  r i g  t h e  entrance p i t c '  
and head off '  i n t o  t h e  cave. Severa l  hundred fee t  of wet g rove l l ing  
l a t e r ,  we reached t h e  head of t h e  secong p i t c h  and found t h e  m i s s i -  

c- Jumar . 
Upon our r e t u r n  t o  t h e  su r face ,  we headed arounc! t h e  r i d  e  p o  

Khazad-dwn which was t ak ing  q u i t e  a b i t  of water.  iVe entered  fhe  
cave and made a b r i e f  excursion t o  t h e  top  of t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h  i n  
t h e  Serpent ine  Passage. I n t e r e s t i n g l y  t h e  f l o w  of water  down t h e  - main p a r t  of t h e  Serpentine has  d ive r t ed  a t  t h e  ent rance  and m o s t  
of t h e  passage i s  dry. The only water  going down t h e  p i t c h  i s  t h e  . 
stream en t e r i ng  from t h e  s i d e  passage above t h e  t op  of t h e  s t e p  
ac ross  t h e  w a t e r f a l l .  

u f t e r  lunch,  we walked down t h e  d r y ( ? )  v a l l e y  and up t o  t h e  
contac t  t o  J 7  1 2 ,  which was numbered two and a h a l f  yea rs  ago, and 
had never been looked a t .  It has  a  n iue  60 cm ent rance  b e l l i n g  out 
underneath. A n ine  metre l adde r  was r igged and just reached t h e  , 
f l oo r .  It turned out t o  be a t y p i c a l  Junee ent rance  - no stream 
the re fo re  no passage. It was blocked a t  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  p i t ch .  A 
poin t  of f u t u r e  consequence t h a t  a ro se  f r o m  t h i s  t r i p  was t h e  gate-  
keeper ' s  seying t h a t  t h e  b a r r i e r  i s  not manned a f t e r  8 p,m. Could 
be t h a t  t h e  Junee homestead w i l l  be see ing more a c t i v i t y  i n  f u t u r e .  

P e t e r  Shaw. 

r e p o r t  o f  3/8/74 - F l o r e t i n e  v a l l e y  w i l l  be published i n  t h e  
spiel. 
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