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March 1 2  - 

Exit  Cave, Ida Bay. Leader: Andrew Skinner. 
Mole Creek. Cave numbering and surveying i n  Croesus. 

Leader: Andrew Skinner. 

L o w  Weekend. Exi t  Cave, Ida Bay. Combined t r i p  with 

Launceston Speleo. Club. Leader: Andrew Skinner. 

Saturdax. LILO t r i p  down t h e  P loren t ine  River. 

Leader: Laurie Moody. 

Wednesday: 8 p.m, General Meeting a t  Brian and Jean- 
e t t e r s  house, 66 Wentworth S t r e e t ,  Sth. Ecbart,  

S l ides  of  t h e  Cracrof t  w i l l  be shown, 

Wednesday: Birthday boose-up a t  Brian and Jeane t t e ' s  
t o  ce l eb ra t e  Tony Culbergls  bir thday.  
Wednesdax: ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 8 p.m. 

8 Bath S t r e e t ,  Ba t te ry  Point ,  A l l  members a r e  urged 

t o  a t tend.  E lec t ion  of t h e  new committee and import- 

an t  business dea l ing  with c lub management. 
- 

EDITORIAL,. 

Since the  last  Sp ie l  severa l  exc i t i ng  th ings  have taken 

plaae. The Cracroft  Expedition w a s  a resounding success. The a rea  

proved t o  be much mare cavernous than  the  l e a d e r s  had an t i c ipa t ed  

and ins tead  of a t r i p  t o  H t ,  Bobs t o  f i l l  i n  time severa l  explora- 
i 

.A t i o n  prospects  were l e f t  unfinished. Despite a  wet s t a r t  t o  t he  

t r i p  and t h e  higher  water condi t ions  which turned t h e  near  siphon 

i n  Judds Cavern ( C  1) i n t o  a  t r u e  siphon a team of foxr  nearing 

* 
wet suits passed through and explored another  1,000 metres of pas- 

sage. This included mare than  400 metres of main s-bream passage - 
te rminat ing i n  another ,  much more formidable, sump. A l a r g e  dry  

passage was found leading t o  a  day l igh t  hole  (King B i l l y  ~ o l e )  

and A t t i l a  Vranz f r e e  climbed a  d i f f i c u l t  18  metres t o  emerge on -. . 
t h e  dpposi te  s ide  of %he hi11 c lose  ;a thz  but tongrass  plaiil .  

Matchlight Cavern ( C  2 )  proved t o  be another  winner with 

some 380 metres of roomy passage and S-ome very attractive formatian 

including rimstone pools and a l a r g e  number of long straws. The 

nave was conple te ly  surveyed and seve ra l  photographic t r i y  were 

made t o  it. 
Two po t s  (,C 6 and, C 7 )  each yielded a  ske le ton  of t he  

Tasmanian Tiger  (~hylacine) . .  The two s k u l l s  were co l l ec t ed  but 
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unfor tuna te ly  one was damaged dur ing  t h e  climb out  of t h e  cave. , 

Both s k u l l s  were brought out f o r  f u r t h e r  examination. 

Draughting Hole ( C  9 )  has  so f a r  y ie lded about 130 metres 

of passage and a 1 3  metre pot .  The s t rong  draught which i s  present  

cont inues through a passage too  t i g h t  f o r  exp lo r a t i on  but with 

good prospects  f o r  a d ig .  

The a i r d r o p  was a complete success  wi th  100$ recovery. 
The only damage was some bent t i n s  and a few s p l i t  packets  of 

soup and d r i ed  peas. S e ~ e r a l ' e x ~ e d i t i o n  mernbers had l i t t l e  f a i t h  

i n  t h e  a b i l i t y  of t h e  l e a d e r s  t o  provide a n  adequate d i e t  and 

loaded up t h e i r  rucksacks wi th  a d d i t i o n a l  goodies such ?.S cheese- 

cake and - h s t a n t  puddings. One even took a  f i s h i n g  rod 'a long.  

(Where's a l l  t h a t  f r e s h  f i s h  you promised u s , ~ i k e ? )  One t h i n g  w a s  . . 
c e r t a i n  - t h e  d i e t  kept  everybody r egu l a r  and t h e  only  shovel  prov- 

ed to '  be - t h e  z o s t  popular p iece  of equipment. 

The water t r a c i n g  c a r r i e d  out a t  t h e  beg inn i iq  of t h e -  

t r i p  gave quick r e s u l t s .  Three kgs. of f l u o r e s c e i n ,  placed i n  t h e  

stream s ink  t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  main d iv ide ,  appeared i n  Judds Cav- . . 
e r n  only 12  hours l a t e r . -  a l i n e a r  d i s t ance  of nea r l y  2.5 kms. 

It demonstrated an underground breach of a . s u r f a c e  d iv ide  - t h e  

f ou r th  t o  be demonstrated i n  Tasmania. .- . 

The only acc iden t  on t h e  trip oc;urred on t h c  way oht .  

Joyce 'Nhaite f e l l  and impaled h e r  l e g  on a sp ike  and while  t h e  
acc ident  was not s e r i o u s  she was admit ted t o  The Ro$al Hobart 

Hospi tal  f o r  e week. We wish' he r  a quick recovery. 
An e x c i t i n g  d iscovery  of a ' d i f f e r e n t  na tu re  took p lace  

? 
on a u n i v e r s i t y  f i e l d  t r i p  by myself with Steve h r r i s  o f  E.C.S. 

a s  f i e l d  a s s i s t z n t .  The exp lo ra t ion  of caves near  Montagu i n  t h e  

f a r  north-vast  f o r  bone d e p o s i t s  f i r s t  r epor ted  by Kevin Kiernan 

l e d  t o  t h e  d iscovery  of a new cave 'wi th  ex tens ive  P l e i s t ocene  

bone d e r ~ o s i t s  probably between 15,000 and 80,000 yezrs  o ld .  The 

depos i t s  con t a in  bones of a t  l e a s t  s eve r a l  e x t i n c t  animal spec ies  

and t h e  Dep,rtments of Geography and Anatomy a t  t h e  Univers i ty  

of Tasmania c r e  s e t t i n g  up a combined r e sea r ch  p r o j e c t  which i s  

expected t o  cont inue f o r  s e v e ~ a l  years .  Sys t ena t i c  excavat ions  i 

a r e  expected t o  begin i n  a few weeks. Cavers a r e  reques ted  t o  re -  

f r a i n  from i n t e r f e r i n g  with any excavat ions i n  proGress when they  
v i s i t  t h e  a r e a  and on no account should any bone ma te r i a l  be r e -  
moved. - 

General meetings cont inue t o  be poorly a t t ended  and t h e  
February mecting only j u s t  reached a quorum. There was some d i s -  
cuss ion  about t h e  va lue  of monthly meetings and t h e  n a t t e r  w i l l  

be a i r e d  a t  t h e  Annual-General Meeting. Albert Goedc. 
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+ Severa l  c lub  members a r e  involved i n  Andrew Paveyis  f i lming  i n  

Kubla Khan a t  present  i n  progress .  E a r l i e r  r e s e r v a t i o n s  about poss- 

ible 'damage t o  t h e  cave appear  t o  be not a l t o g e t h e r  u n j u s t i f i e d  a s  

two r e p o r t s  of damage have a l r eady  been rece ived.  It i s  t o  be hop- 

ed t h a t  t h e  f i l m  w i l l  be a success  but  one must ques t ion  t h e  w i s -  

dom of hcving l a r g e  numbers of cavers  m i l l i n g  about i n  one of 

k u s t r a l i a l s  f i n e s t  formation caves. 

+ O i n  p r e s i d e n t ,  Laur ie  Moody, i s  now on t h e  phone and h i s  num- 
be r  i s  49 3316. 

+ Plans a r e  a t  present  being considered f o r  t h e  forn?.t ion o f a  
branch of TCC a t  Maydena where about h a l f  a  dozen people a r e  a t  
present  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  caving. 

+ A t  t h e  February Meeting t h e  Speleo Sp i e l  e d i t o r  was deemed t o  
hcve resi{;ned and Alber t  Goede w a s  nominatsd t o  hold t h e  13osition 

p 
u n t i l  t h e  Annual General Meeting. 

+ A p l a n  was suggested t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  one hundredth i s s u e  of 
Speleo S p i e i  i n  Apr i l  wi th  a  s p e c i a l  centenary  pub l i ca t ion .  Any 
sugges t ions  and con t r i bu t i ons  would be welcomed by t h e  e d i t o r .  

+ P s t c r  Shawls p r i v a t e  address  i s  now 434B Nelson Road, K t .  Nel- 
son. H i s  p o s t a l  address  has not  changed. 

New Species  Discovered i n  Exit, Cave.. 

Two Japanese s p e l e o l o g i s t s ,  both zoo log i s t s ,  who v i s i t e d  
t h e  s t a t e  i n  t h e  second h a l f  of December discovered a t  l e a s t  one 
new species .  Yoshinobu I\!orimoto, vi7ho i s  d s p e c i a l i s t  on a Croup of 
small  c r i~s t< ;ce ;  ns  known as Ba thyne l l ids ,  discovered EL new spec i e s  
i n  Western Grand F i s s u r e ,  Ex i t  Cave, which may belong t c  t h e  genus 
A t ~ p o b a t h ~ ~ n e l l a .  A~~=.-- The animzls  a r e  extremely smal l  and ba r e ly  v i s i W  
t o  t h e  na7re2 eye, They apparen t ly  l i v e  i n  water  i n  t h e  spaces -be- 
tween sand g r a i n s  making up t h e  bank of t h e  stream. They were .col-  
l e c t e d  by d igging a  ho le  i n  t h e  sand and pass ing  t h e  water t h a t  
accwnula-Led through a plankton n e t .  Ba thyne l l ids  a r e  widely found 
i n  growdwater and caves i n  t h e  Northern Hemisphere but  t h i s  i s  
bel ieved t o  be t h e  f i r s t  cave record  of t h i s  fami ly  from Aus t ra l i a ,  

Thc two zoo log i s t s  spent  f o u r  of t h e i r  n ine  days i n  Tas- 
mania v i s i t i n g  caves,  Two days were spent  i n  Ex i t  Cave and one each 
i n  Cashion Clc. Cave, F lo r en t i ne  Valley and S c o t t s  Cave, Xole Creek, 
Shun-Ichi Ueno, who i s  a s p e c i a l i s t  on cave b e e t l e s ,  was very  suc- 
c e s f u l  i n  c o l l e c t i n g  good s e r i e s  of  four  of Tasmaniaf,s cave beet les .  
This included s i x  si2ecinens of Goedetrechua nend~mse 9 a r a r e  com- 
p l e t e l y  b l i nd  b e e t l e  known from only f i v e  specincns up till now, 
co l l e c t ed  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of K e l l e r l s  Squeeze. The known d i s t r i -  
bu t ion  was extended throughout t h e  western Grand E\is:;ure. 

Alber t  Goede. 

Tasmanian k v i r o m e n t  Centre. 

Notice h s s  been rece ived of t h e i r  change of address .  They 
a r e  now a t  102 B e t h w s t  S t r e e t ,  Hobart. Thei r  phone number i s  s t i l l  
34 5543. The ent rance  i s  bes ide  Wallpaper Shop and a l l  s e c r e t a r i a l  
and i n f o r n a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  a r e  found on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  
New, - Cracrof t  Area. 

The fo l lowing new names were approved a t  t h e  l a s t  g e n e m l  meeting. 

1 )  M a t c h l i ~ h t  Cavern ( C  2) - Well decorated d ry  cave wi th  approx 



' .Speleo S p i e l .  -- Page 4. February, 1975. 
380 metres of passage loca ted  approx, 15  minutes walk 11% of Judds 
Cavern. Naned because ent rance  chamber f i r s t  explored by m t c h -  
l i g h t .  
2 ) - sku l l  Cave --- (C 7 )  - Pothole wi th  s eve ra l  rope and l adde r  pi tches.  
Entrance i s  three  metres  wide and 15  metres  long with s t e e p  s lope  
t o  f i r s t  p i t c h  a t  depth of 9 metres ,  ilTo running-water ,  ; ~ m e d  be- . 
cause of T!ylacine s k u l l  recovered from cave. 
3 )  King --=m, E i l l x  Hole (C 8 )  - 18 metre deep ent rance  t o  f a r  end of 
Judds Cavern, Steep muddy s l opes  with loose  rocks  se;)erated by 
p i t che s  oT 2 t o  4 metres .  Large d ry  t a l u s  passage a t  bottom l e a d s  
t o  stream. Named a f t e r  Kimr R i l l v  Fine found c lo se  t o  ent rance .  

U 

4) Drouf;htinx Hole < C  9 )  - Slopikg ent rance  wi th  s t r ong  draught 
a t  bottoTi.%"f do l ine .  Located aDDrox 15  minute walk t o  south  of 
main access  t r a c k  from saddle  down t o  bu t tongrass ,  Dry cave wi th  
approxina-Lely 130 metres  of passage and 1 3  n e t r e  p i t ch .  Fur ther  
exp lo ra t ion  r e q u i r e s  digging.  

Cave Nunberirq Crac rof t  Area. 

Judds Cavern. Stream cave of l a r g e  dimensions wi th  approx. 
of passage. L i t t l e  f  o rna t ion .  

~ l ' i n t c h l i ~ h t  cavern. FOE d e s c r i p t i o n  see  "New Namesfi. 
Unn~7.mc.d ho le .  Entrance approx. 1 metre i n  6 i a m e t ~ r  g ive s  
access  t o  6 metre p i t c h  ending i n  north-south t reni i ing 
i"issur.c 1 o,etre wide and 3% metres  long. No f u - t h e r  pros- 
pec t s ,  
Unnamed hole .  F i s su re  30 cns.  wide and 2& metres  long. 
Three and a  h a l f  metre p i t c h  t o  p a v e 1  f l o o r .  ?To f u r t h e r  
l ;rospect s. 
Urmaned f i s s u r e .  Trends N-S. Twelve metres  deep with ledge 
ha l f  way down. Chamber two n e t r e s  wide an6 s i x  n e t r e s  long 
a t  bottom. Contains bones. No f u r t h e r  prospects .  
Urnaxed pothole.  E1issure type  ent rance  l$ m t Y c s  wide and 
A '  n c t r e s  long loca ted  i n  s n a l l  do l ine .  Threc ' - e t r e s  6own 
tc l i p .  Two 1 5  n e t r e  p i t c h e s  s spe ra ted  by rock j av0  Pas- 
sage z t  bottom becomes too  narrow. Skele ton  of Wylac ine  
found. To ta l  depth 39 metres.  
Sku l i  =---p Cave.  or- d e s c r i p t i o n  see "New Naneslv. 
Liliq- 3i11y Hole_. For d e s c r i p t i o n  see  j1New l?arxsil. --a. 
Draugllting Hole. - 11 11 11 ii . 

NOTICE OF - J ~ ~ ~ I O N ,  

A motion w i l l  be put a t  t h e  Annual General PEeeting that meetings 
w i l l  be he ld  q u a r t e r l y  u n t i l  enthusiasm i n  t h e  club :licks up." 

TRIP KE1)CRCIT 

Judds Cavern, Crac rof t  Area. - Tuesday, 28/1/75. 
Explora t ion  o f  =.p-- t h e  a r e a ~ s t r e a r a  - f r o l a  t h e  f i r s t  s u ? ~ ~ ,  
Par tg :  6 t L i l a  Vrana, P e t e r  Shaw, Br ian  Lefoe and P e t e r  Downes. 

i i f t e r  t h e  r a i n  of t h e  previous few days,  t h e  steep! was 
s t i l l  about  f o u r  inches  h igher  t h a n  usual  a s  we entered  t h e  cave 
with t h e  r e s t  of t h e  exped i t ion  pa r t y ,  some of whom were t o  sup- 
po r t  us a t  t h e  sump and some who were t o  explore  t h e  d ry  passages.  
The f o u r  of us  were wearing wet s u i t s  and were t o  use 150 f e e t  o f  
courlene a s  handl ine  i n  t h e  sump toge the r  with a  l igh twe igh t  
telephone set--up f o r  comxunication. 

Normally t h e r e  i s  not  a proper  sump but a one i x h  a i r  gap 
which extcilds f o r  f o u r  f e e t  be fo re  opening up i n t o  a charaber on 
the -  u p s t r e a ~ ~ i  s i de .  i l t t i l a  had a l r eady  placed a b o l t  o n  t h e  down- 
stream s i d e  f o r  anchoring t h e  rope a  few days previous ly .  On a r -  
r i v a l  a t  t h e  c h a ~ b e r  before t h e  s ~ m p ,  A t t i l a  tock  t h e  end of t h e  
rope and waded t h e  f i f t y  f e e t  t o  t h e  end of t h e  pool ,  Here he made 
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~ e v e r a l  s h o r t  d ive s  before  l o c a t i w  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  passage - 
and stvi~iw~ing through. On t h e  f a r  S-ide k:e crossed a _no01 and began 
p lac ing  E b o l t  t o  anchor t h e  rope. Meanwhile, wi th  onc o f  t h e  
phones tucked i n  my b e l t ,  I waded up t o  t h e  sump and eucked i n t o  
t h e  water i n  r ead iness .  The w a t ~ r  w a s  f r e e z i n g  and comylctely took 
my b rea th  away. It gave me a n  app rec i a t i on  of what a f e a t  i t  was 
f o r  A t t i l a  t o  s w i m  through t h a t  f i r s t  time without a wet s u i t .  
With t h e  i~hone on t h e  upstream s i d e ,  i t  d i d n ' t  seem as i s o l a t e d  
and we soon ?.ad a b o l t  p laced,  and t h e  rope t i e d  o f f  f o r  Brian 
and Peter  D. t o  come through. The phone h o o k u ~  organizcJ  by B i l l  
Lehmann worlicC p e r f e c t l y  and would have been d i f f i c u l t  t o  do with- 
out.  Vith t h e  f o u r  of us through t h e  sump, we s e t  o f f  u:;stream, 
wading ches t  deep i n  t h e  water  f o r  a hundred f e e t  t o  a rockp i l e .  

I Af te r  c l i x b i n g  up s e v e r a l  bculders ,  we could see  a b lack  void 
above and quickly  clambersd up. 

We were a t  t h e  end of a  long h igh  chmber  wi th  t h e  roof 
a formed by t h e  iiip s lope  which disappeared i n t o  t h e  g l o m .  Af te r  

c l i rnb iw along t h e  rock p i l e ,  we descended t o  t h e  s t r e a a  and 
s t a r t e d  fol lowing i t  upstream again.  Af te r  wading f o r  a  while i n  
t h igh  deep water ,  w e  reached. a s e a t i o n  ches t  deep wi th  a low tri- 
angular  roof  which provided j u s t  enough roon f o r  our heads. k  few 

F-- more hundrsd f e e t  and wc were a t  a  second sunp. M t e r  some i nves t -  
i g a t i o n ,  WC decided t h a t  we would not  f r e e  d ive  on s i g h t  and com- 
menced our  r e t u r n  l o c k i r g  f o r  s i d e  passages.  J u s t  b c l m  t h e  tri- 
angular  roclfcd passage, we climbed up onto t h e  t op  o f  t b c  rockp i l e  
but t h e n  wcre no onward rou t e s .  Back a t  t h e  stream c ross ing  i n  
t h e  main chmbe r ,  we followed t h e  e a s t e r n  wa l l  so~xthwards and d i s -  
covered a narrow s i d e  passage s e v e r a l  f e e t  wide and ujj t o  s i x t y  
f e e t  h igh  i n  p laces .  This  passage was followed f o r  ap:;;rgrinately 
800 f e e t  wi th  s eve ra l  s i d e  passeges which remain u~icxplcred .  We 
re turned t o  t h e  main chauher and began t o  head ou t .  'Xhile looking 
f o r  t h e  rou te  back down i n t o  t h e  s t ream, we came by acc iden t  i n t o  
a l a r g e  d ry  npyler l e v e l  passage. This we followed kcr  s eve ra l  
hundreds of f e e t  lockin[; a t  a l l  obvious s i d e  passafies culminating 
i n  t he  d iscovery  by P e t e r  Downss of a  second en t rance ,  a  dzyl.ight 
hole .  At t i l? .  c l inbed  up over  s i x t y  f e e t ,  t h s  drop being broken 
up by s eve ra l  ledges .  With t h e  r e s t  of us  unwi l l ing  t o  fo l low 
k t t i l a ,  h c  re tu rned  t o  t h e  main ent rance  overland while  t h e  r e s t  
of us r e tu rned  through t h z  sump. On t h e  f a r  s i d e  we were g ree ted  

-. by B r i m  C o l l i n  who had hot  c c f f e e  and cheese am3 b i s c u i t s  wait-  
ing  f o r  us. Very welcome!! We f i n a l l y  emerged from t h e  cave a t  
5.00 a f t c r  7  hours  underground. A very  worthwhile t r i p ,  

P e t e r  Shaw. 


