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FORWARD PROGR.A&EG. --.- 
March 1 5  Saturday: V i s i t  t o  non-limestone cave i n  East Tam- 

a r  a rea .  Leader: Andrew Skinner. 
March 16 Sunday: Cave numbering a t  Mole Creek. Leader: kn- 

drew Skinner. 
March 22 - Scturdag: Explorat ion of Thun Junction Cave, Ida 

Bag.  Leader: Pe te r  Shaw. 
March 22,27 - weekend: Police c l i f f  search and rescue exerc ise  

a t  CAPE RkOUL. Contcct Col Hocking, ph.43 8572 if 
Y you a r e  i n t e r e s t e d .  

March 26 - Wednesday: krmual General Meeting, 8 p.m. 
8 Bath S t r e e t ,  Bat tery  Point .  ALL members a r e  urg- 
ed t o  a t tend.  Electiolr of t h e  new com!it-%-ee and 
i m  o r t a n t  business deal ing with club ~smagement. 

March 28-April 1 -_e-3i-- E STER: Gunns P la ins  and Loonpna. Coxbined 
t r i p w i t h ~ a u n c e s t o n  Speleos. Leaderghdrew Skinner, 

A p r i l  5 - S a t u r d q :  Day t r i p  t o  The Quoin e a s t  of R o s s  - a 
chance t o  explore some non-limestone ccves. 
Leader: Albert  Goede. 

Apri l  1 2  Saturda Trip t o  Khazad-dun, Junee area .  
d k t y  ONLY. Leader: Pe t e r  Jhauv. 

Ed i to r i a l .  
130 w o r l d  s h a t t e r i m  d i scover ies  were made l a s t  :,ionth but 

t r i p s  were held t o  Mole creek,  F loren t ine  Valley and Ida 3 a y ( ~ x i t  
Cave). A t  IvIole Creek some more cave numbering was done and an  un- 
successful  search made i n  a nuber of s n a l l  caves f o r  f o s s i l  bone 
depos i t s ,  An2rew led  t h e  way i n  a very exc i t i ng  dr ive  t o  Dogs Head 
t o  l oca t e  J o e l s  Lair .  Things were not helped by wrow h r n s ,  f a l l e n  
l ogs  and r o t t e n  bridges.  I n  t he  F loren t ine  Valley Laurie l ed  a 
boating pa r ty  down t h e  Florent ine  River and discovered l o t s  of 
limestone c l i f f s  with even a few small caves. d x i t  Cave was v i s i t e d  
with t h e  Launceston Speleo Club. No repor t  t o  hand but by a l l  ac- 
counts sle'eping underground was an  important p a r t  o f  t he  long week- 
end% a c t i v i t i e s ,  

Annual General Eeeting. - - Embers  s r e  reninded t h a t  t he  A.G.M. w i l l  be held a t  8 p.m. , 

on Wednesday 26th March. A s  t h i s  i s  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  important meet- 
ing a l l  those  who can possi,bly nake i t  should a t tend.  
(At tent ion 3as t e rn  Shore members - t r anspo r t  f r o m  f e r r y  t e r n i n a l  
can be arraii;~ed. Phone 23 1920 Wed. 19 th  f o r  a r r a n g e ~ x l  t S. ) 

Notice of t he  following no t ion ,  t o  be moved a t  t he  A.G.M. 
was given a t  t h e  February General Meeting. 

i s ' l i h ~ t  cenera l  meetings be held q u a r t e r l y  u n t i l  enthusiasm 
i n  t he  club re tu rns .  

f'ittzndence at t he  March general  meeting was no b e t t e r  than 
i n  February and a quorum was not reached u n t i l  9 p . 1 ~  

Pros ec t ive  Menber. 
*.%-i;/=c~ Pe t e r  Murray, Gar thf ie ld  Ave., Cygnet as  a 
prospective nenber. Pe te r  has done some spelunking i n  t h e  U.S. be- 
f o r e  coming t o  Tasmania. He i s  now involved with A l b e r t  i n  t he  ex- 
cavation o f  f o s s i l  bone depos i t s  i n  t h e  Monts?gu Caves i n  ilorth- 
western Tasmnia .  

Ne W Name. 
-lit- t h e  March general  meeting the  nane I1'Leiuto Scenew was 



uroposed m('- accepted f o r  a small  cave a t  ltontagu l o c a t e d  c l o s e  t o  
Main Ffave(YW 201,202). The en t rance  i s  a  v e r f ; i c a l  s l i t  wi th  a 2.5 
metre dro? t o  a n  e a r t h  f l o o r .  The cave was discovered 5y Alber t  
Goede and 3teve H a r r i s  l a s t  ~ e c e n b e r ( s e e  P e b . ~ p i e l )  2nd i s  r i c h  i n *  
P l e i s t o c e n s  bone d e p o s i t s  inc lud ing  e x t i n c t  s p e c i e s ,  

Ca v  e  N~bbeCrJ , r~ . ,  . 

Mole Creek - 22,23/2/75 by kndrew Skinner and pa r ty .  

* M C  60 - Tobo:p[.;.an Cave. Hor izonta l  en t ranoe  passage followed by 
r if t  with 20 metre drop t o  bottom. Higher Icvc-Is  c o n t a i n  
n t t r a c t i v e  format ion  and r e c e n t  bone d e p o s i t s .  F i r s t  
e x - ~ l o r e d  i n  1966. 

MC 61 - TTnnameC resurgence cave wi th  t h r e e  f i s s u r e  en-trances 3  t o  
4 n e t r e s  hi;;h and 1 metre wide. Small s t ream f lows from 
l ~ f t  hand f i s a u r e .  Located below and a  l i t t l e  t o  t h e  south 
of J o e ' s  L a i r .  

MC 62 - -L_-_--- J o e l s  I a i r .  Located on wes tern  s l o p e s  of Dc15;s Eead. En- 
krancc 5  metres  wide and 2  n e t r e s  h igh;  ~tr,2ilc draught ;  
115 mctrcs i n  i s  e a r t h  s lope  followed by s i x  l e t r e  drop 
t o  deep water ;  f u r t h e r  rot?ress stopped by s u m .  

MC 63 - V111 -. Cave. (Tn i l ender  1 y  S n a l l  cave 45 metros long;  R00 
.aetres upstream from Croesus Cave. 

MC 64 - Tai lender  Cave.(Tai lender  2 )  Two hundred n e t r e s  of t i g h t  
s t ~ - e a n  passape l e a d i n g  t o  su rp  and d i f f i c u l t  1 C  l e t r e  . 
climb; beyond climb i s  a n  es t imated  800 riiebres of passage 
wi th  good fcrmat ions .  

K-D. Is  i - b  I IXLLY Fin ished??  

To bctLon Khazad-urn i s  a r e ~ u l a r  t o u r i s t  tri;? f o r  North 
I s l and  hard core  cavers  t h e s e  days - j u s t  t o  be a b l e  t c  say  t h a t  . 
you've been a t  i i u s t r a l i a ' s  lowest po in t .  Everyone knows t h a t  i t  
ends i n  a n  i ~ ~ i ? e n e t ~ a U e  sWp so when you g e t  t o  t h e  Lot ton  t h e  one 
t h i n g  t o  do i s  t o  g e t  out aga in  as soon as p o s s i b l e .  But j u s t  sup- 
pose --- t h e r e ' s  a  way on somewhere down t h e r e .  Havc we r e a l l y  in -  
vest igate2.  every p o s s i b l i t y  o r  i s  K-D one day goin;: t o  bc another  
Tassy Pot c r  I lc rber t s  Pot where cavers  from ano the r  s o c i c t y  and 
perhaps a Tuture ~ e n e r a t i o n  a r e  going t o  make ano the r  m j o r  break- 
through?? Pzr3i~ps  t o  d i scover  t h e  most ex tens ive  czve izl A u s t r a l i a  
- t h e  e l u s i v e  Junee River  System. A l i t t l e  paragraph L2ublished i n  
a t r i p  r e 9 o r t  i n  i Ja rgun(~arch  1973) by Lou V i l l i a n s ( ~ ~ 1 ~ )  nskes me 
wonder. Here I quote:  
fl A t  t h e  toy  of t h e  sand bank above t h e  sump i s  a p s s a p  l e a d i n g  
on - small  by Tass ie  s t andards  - where Phi1  Robertson(-leans Kobin- 
son.Ed. ) had been down f o r  a couple of hundred f e e t .  There were 
t h r e e  l e a d s  qinfT of f  from t h i s ,  and Rudy pushed one and Rr ian  and 
I pushed ailother whlch was soon choked by ve ry  l o o s e  t a l . w ,  but a  
passage could be seen  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of i t .  Back out  i n  t h e  main 
l e a d ,  I 2uthed on p a s t  sone format ion  and up a  s h o r t  c l imb,  most o$ 
t h e  going was f a i r l y  t i g h t  up t i l l  t h i s  s t age (and  my tro[; s u i t  be- 
gan t o  f a l l  a p a r t ) ,  i t  t h e n  apened out  but  not  f o r  long. I kept  
going u n t i l  I cane t o  a  small  chanber ,  some 50 f t .  p a s t  h e r e  it  
closed down t o  a nud- f i l l ed  f l a t t e n e r  wi th  a  good breeze - would 
have t o  be dug t o  k:et anywhere and may be a way round t h e  S L U I ~ ~ ,  
who knows. I b u i l t  a c a i r n  back i n  t h e  l i t t l e  chamber an6 inoved 
back t o  t h e  o thc r s .  On reaching them my t r o ~  s u i t  had completely 
been t o r n  t o  shreds .  

; i e l l ,  has  anyone been back t h e r e  s i n c e ?  Maybe t h a t  pommie's 
g l a s s e s  were fogged up when he f i r s t  explored t h a t  p r t  o i  t h e  cave. 
'iirho knows? It would be a  p i t y  i f  we missed ou t .  

k l b e r t  Gcede. 
Tasmania's Lqn:yest -- Caves. 

~ h e  -st was publ ished i n  t h e  January 1.375 i s s u e  
of t h e  Journal  of t h e  S.S.S. by Ross E l l i s  and i n c l u d e s  a l l  Tas- 
manian caves over  400 metres  known t o  him. The nucber i n  k r a c k e t s  
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i n d i c a t e s  r a n l c i ~ ~  i n  t h e  A u s t r a l i a ' s  l onges t  cave l i s t .  Zone cor- 
r e c t i o n s  have been xade t o  cave names and a r e a s ( t h r e e  caves were 
placed i n  wrong a r ea s .  ) 

h i t  Ceve, Ida  Bay. 17* 0 !m. 
l!crberts Po t ,  Mole Creek. 4.*4 .Im. 
\ict Cave-Georgies H a l l ,  Mole Creek. 2.29 km.  
Locn:, Cave, Ida  Buy. 2,02 Icn. 
Volf Hole, Hast ings.  2.01 3m. 
Kliazad-dum, Junee-Elorentine.  l774  m. 
Crocsus Cave, IV!ole Creek. 167C m. 
ldendeeate Cave, Has t inss .  1660 n. 
.Valcone S t r z n ~ e r ,  Junee-Florentine.  1650 m. 
Kubla :@-an Cave, Xole Creek. 1590 I.L. 
Judds Cavern, Cracrof t .  l O C O  m. 
Danper Cave, P r ec ip i t ous  Bluff .  330 m. 
Prankconbe Cave, Junee F lo r en t i ne .  980 m. 
Q u e t z a l c o a t l  Conduit ,  P r ec ip i t ous  Bluf f .  950 m. 
Iioneyconb Cave, Mole Creek. 94C m. 
Xarakoopa I Cave, Mole Creek. 910 m. 
Lynds Cave, Mole Creek. 760 m. 
Cunm P l a i n s  Cave, Gunns P l a in s .  750 m. 
Til~lyl Junc t ion  Cave, Ida  Bay. 509 L;. 
Riry; George V Cave, Hast ings.  +OC m. 
'.;hat I would l i k e  i s  a s  much informat ion  as pos s ib l e  so 

t h a t  we can  p b l i s h  a rev i sed  l i s t  i n  t h e  next few months. The 
problem i s  t h a t  our l onges t  caves a r e  f a r  l e s s  we l l  known than  our  
deepest  - a l z c k  of surveys i s  t h e  bas ic  problen. Fe7?? of t k e  above 
f i ~ u r e s  a r c  a ccu ra t e  and even fe.wer r ep r e sen t  surveyed l eng ths .  For 
example Ex i t  Cave only has  1 3  kms. of surveyed passage alt;!ough 
about 17  h : s .  i s  known. I very  much d o u u  i f  Loons Cave Is 2.02 km. 
o r  Thun J w - c t i o n  Cave 500 n e t r e s .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand t h e  l e q t h  of 
Croesus i s  c e r t a i n l y  imderestimated. Judds Cavern now has  1721 m. 
of survsye$ :>assage and about 2000 U. t o t a l  l eng th ,  

1) 

ii ) 

iii) 

i v  ) 

v ) .  

v i  ) 

- v i i )  

-Caves vhich should be i n  t h e  l i s t  but a r e  not 
Mystery C k .  C a v e ( ~ n t r a n c e  Cave),  Ida  Bay - incom1,lctely sur-  
veyed but surveyed l e n g t h  exceeds 403 n e t r e s .  
Niagara Po t ,  Junee-Florentine.  Surveyed l e n g t h  4-10 rictres(com- 
ple.l-e), 
C;orrmii:,hast, Junee-Florentine,  Surveyed l e n g t h  582 net res(cor :~-  
p l e t e ) .  
T;,ilcndcr Cave, Ib10le Creek. Only 200 m. surveyed. but  t o t a l  pas- 
sage Icngt.h e s t i n a t e d  t o  be 1000 m. 
Spider--Pyramid-Cow Cave Systen,  Mole Creek. Never surveyed. 
To ta l  ;?assage l e n g t h  coulil be 2 kms. Obviously needs (Icing. 
Mersey S i l l  Cave, Mole Creek. Surveyed l e n g t h  542 r.1~-Lres. 
Probably not  complete. 
Growling J w a l l e t ,  Junee-Florentine.  Mostly unsurvcyxl.  To ta l  
l eng th  l i k e l y  t o  exceed 500 m. 

There ' s  obviously a l o t  of surveying t o  be clone1 Any 
c o r r e c t i o n s  o r  a d d i t i o n a l - i n f o r n a t i o n  w i l i  be  welcomcd. 

Alber t  Goede, 

Keeper of Archives. 

TRIP REPORTS, --- 
Cracrof t  Zxpedit ion 1975 - The F i r s t  Three Dags. 
----W- .-- . - 

by Alber t  Goede. 
Saturda : S r i a n  and I l e f t  with t h e  t a i l  end of t h e  exped i t ion  on 
d m o r n i n g ,  25th Jan. t r u e  Oo t h e  anc i en t  t r a d i t i o n  -that lead-  
e r s  should l e ad  from t h e  r ea r .  The afivance p a r t y  l e d  by P e t e r  Shaw 
and A t t i l a  Vrnna had a l r eady  depar ted  t h e  previous  day. We l e f t  t h e  
c a r s  a t  3.55 a.n. under cool  and overcas t  cond i t ions  anC had a morn- 
ing  t e a  break a t  h igh  C.mp. A t  1 .20 p.n. we a r r i v e d  a t  Big Bend and 
l e f t  t h e  Picton.At t h e  Far~ihouse Creek c ross ing  we cau:;h-t up wi th  
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B i l l  Lehnam and. h i s  long weekend p a r t y  and jolhned force:;, It seem- 
ed a  10% h~,,rci s t r ugg l e  up Farmhouse Creek most of us  a r r i v i n g  a t  
Pine Camp a t  5.40 p.m. where we found Ton and Joycc 'Jhaite a l ready  
i n  possess ion  of t h e  one and only t e n t  s i t e .  Sorrie quick nachete 
work soon :taw us enough space f o r  a  few rolore t e n t s .  

Overnight i t  bekan t o  r a i n  and Sundaymornin;: Cawne? wet 
l k sho r t  break from t h e  r a i n  gave us tiio o;i:,nrtunity 
t o  have a kas-iy Lreakfas t .  J u s t  a s  we were about t o  l c avc  Er ian ,  
who had been cmped f u r t h e r  downstream wi th  Carey H m d f i c l d ,  s t r o l l -  
ed i n t o  canp and produced a  l a r g e  shee t  of orange g l a s t i c  t o  cut  a  
cape f o r  Gob Vo~lhouse  who had l e f t  h i s  parka i n  t h e  car .  We l e f t  
Pine Camp a t  9.40 a . ~ .  with  Bob looking r a t h e r  gro tesque  but a t  
l e a s t  keopilzg t h e  upper p a r t  of h i s  body dry .  Vhen we reached t h e  
turn-off - to  t h c  l a r g e  s inkholes  on t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  of tthc mcin 
saddle John Taylor and I took 3 kgs. of f l u o r e s c e i n  down t 2  t h e  
s n a l l  stream t h a t  d i sappears  underground. The dye was i3lCic~d i n  t h e  
stream a t  noon and produced t h e  usua l  b r i l l i a n t  g recn  ef-i'cct. On 
t h e  way back t o  t h e  main t r a c k  we were h i t  by a shower of h a i l . .  We 
r e t r i e v e d  our pscks and passed Saddle Camp a t  1 p.m, lie d id  not 
ca tch  up with t h e  o t h e r s  and f i n a l l y  a r r i ved  a t  t h e  J u d ~ s  Cavern 
Camp a t  2.45 -,.in.This looked r a t h e r  l i k e  a  refugee  centre wi th  t e n t s  
and airdro13 t i n s  everywhere. Af t e r  a l a t e  lunch and havinc s e t  up 
camp abouJ~ e iph t  of us hezded back t o  t h e  a i r d r o p  s i t e  t c  rescue 
t h e  renain i+y;  t i n s  and a l s o  t h e  supp l i e s  a i rdroppsd f o r  Tor,l and 
Joyce 'VhziLe and t h e i r  p m t y .  

The l cnde r s  came i n  f o r  a good d e a l  of l i p h t h c a r t e d  c r i t i -  
cism when it  \ a s  i i scovered  t h a t  t h e  Vihaites had dropped such t i n -  
ned goodies as han and asparagus t i p s ,  - a f a r  c ry  from our. ba s i c  
d i e t  of mues l i ,  b i x  and dehydes. Despi te  r a i n  a l l  rubbish  and pack- 
i ng  f r o r ~  t h e  a i rd rop  w a s  burned on t h e  spot  and t h e  r m a i n s  buried.  
Loaded down with t i n s  we staggered back t o  t h e  camn where a n  orgy 
of unpaclrily; and s o r t i n g  followed. Tdeanwhile i t  kept  on r a i n i n g  
and t h e  creck continue2 t o  r i s e  s t e a d i l y .  An iCeal  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  
water tracing; but our hopes of pushing t h e  siphon i n  Juc!?s grew 
s t e a d i l y  dimmer. A l a s t  negat ive  check of t h e  creek  f o r  f l u c r e s c e i n  
before turnin(;  i n  a t  11 p.m. 

Mondays A t  1 a.n. goes t h e  alarm and quick look a t  t h e  creek from 
Judds Cavern shows i t  t o  be a b r i l l i a n t  f luorescef i t  green. Eureka! 
I t r i e d  t o  s t i r  up some ~ f  t h e  o t h e r s  t o  wi tness  t h e  event but nc- 
body s emed  i n t e r e s t e d .  Next morning a t  daybreak t h e r e  w2.s no t r a c e  
of t h e  dye lcf-L and of cQursa  soDe l a z y  b l i g h t e r s  c l a i ncd  i t  never 
happened! During t h e  mornirg l i g h t  r a i n  continued and. t h e  stream 
was now qui  Le high. Everybody seemed very  l e t h a r g i c .  

P i n a l l y  a t  1 p.m. two p a r t i e s  l e f t  camp - one led by k t t -  
i l a  and on2 by Brian and myself. Both s t a r t e d  of f  by fo l lowing t h e  
Red Track. A t t i l a t s  pa r t y  soon swung downhill  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  loc -  
a t e  ?(Is tchl i rht  Ca.vern. We continued t o  t h e  sadCle throu{;l? which t h e  
t r a c k  passoe, t hen  headed downhil l (northwards)  t o  1 o c ~ l ; e  t h e  t r a i l  
we had blazed l a s t  November and where we had marked s c v c r a l  ho l e s  
with blue t ~ g e .  We fc\und t h e  ho l e  marked wi th  t h r e e  b lue  t a p e s  
(about  a G ~ ~ c t r e  d rop) .  We then  l oca t ed  ano ther  f ou r  h o l e s  each of 
which we ~ ~ r k e d  wi th  double red t ape .  The f i r s t  two requ i red  rope 
f o r  f u r t h e r  exp lo ra t ion .  The o the r  two were f u l l y  ex:pl-ored and did 
not go. 

' e  continued u n t i l  we reached t h e  ho l e  marked wi th  two 
blue t ape s  tit t h e  end of t h e  t r a i l .  A red t ape  w a s  added. This was 
a deep pot r equ i r i ng  ropes  and l adders .  A t  t h i s  poin t  ~ ~ - i ; t l l a ' s  
pc r t y  czucht U? with us and repor ted  t h z t  t hey  had found and ex- 
plored Matchli,.;ht Cavern and t h a t  i t  was a  h o r i z o n t a l  :;y::tern wi th  
some outstaniliug f o r n a t i o n s  inc lud ing  rir-lstone terrcxces numer- 
ous l o w  straws. They c la ined  t o  have explored a t  l e a s t  560 metres 
of pcissa:;e(a s i avey  l a t e r  showed 380 met res ) .  Therc wcre f u r t h e r  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  t o  be locked a t  i n c l u d i q  t w o  s h a f t s  of 1 3  and 26  
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metres  i n  2ei2th. k t t i l a  and p a r t y  l e f t  us t o  head i!W i n  a n  e f f o r t  
t o  l o c a t e  t h e  Blue Track we had marked i n  November. 

Brinn,  Bruce, John and myself r e t r a c e d  our  stc1:s downhill  
and t h e n  headed west i n  ano the r  e f f o r t  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  Ulae Track 
marking o u r  r o u t e  wi th  red  t ape .  Before long we reached Katchl ight  
C2vern. Fron t h e r e  we continued our  r o u t e  of red  t a p e  westwards un- 
t i l  we r a n  out ~f t ape .  J u s t  beyond t h i s  po in t  we found a d o l i n e  
wi th  a n  i n c l i n e d  passage con ta in ing  formation.  It was looked a t  by 
John who c la ims it nay go with a  l i t t l e  work s h i f t i q q  rocks.  F i n a l l y  
we reached a bare  l imes tone  outcrop  wi th  s t e e p l y  d ipping  beds where 
we s u r p r i s e d  a n  nnC;ry t i g e r  snake. Then down a very  s t e e p  s lope ,  
p a s t  s e v e r a l  w a t e r f i l l e d  s inkho les  u n t i l  we met Judds Creek which 
we followcZ upstream t o  camp a r r i v i n g  t h e r e  a t  5.40 p e n ,  

A t t i l a q s  p a r t y  r e tu rned  a  l i t t l e  l a t e r  h a v i q  followed i n  
our foota- tcpa and having completed our  unf in ished  red  tal3e t r a c k  
wi th  b lue  tape. k s h o r t  Ciistance M4 from t h e  decp s h a f t  where we 
had n e t  up c J a r l i e r  i n  t h e  day they  had l o c a t e d  ano the r  s t e c p l y  s lop-  
i n g  cave s y s t c x ( 1 a t e r  naned S k u l l  Cave). They had explored it f o r  
sone d i s t a n c e  without reaching  t h e  bottom. Embedded i n  t h e  mur2 t h e y  
found a b e a u t i f u l l y  preserved s k e l e t o n  of a Thy lac ine (~as ixan ian  

t Tiger )  and had brought out  t h e  s k u l l  f o r  p o s i t i v e  identification. 
That concluG-ed a  most s u c c e s s f u l  day. 

3Iy l a s t  a c t  c;f t h e  day was t o  go up t o  Judds Cavern and 
f i x  t h e  n w b e r  1 t o  t h e  l imes tone  f a c e  bes ide  t h e  ent rance .  A s  t h e  
r a i n  had s to i~: \ed  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  day t h e  creek  l e v e l  was now f a l l i n g  
r a p i d l y  r a i s i n g  our hopes f o r  t h e  f u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  of Judds Cav- 
e rn ,  (TO be cont inued)  

MOLE CREEK I!ZYOBT - OR " YERE YOU THERE WHEN THEY 19~~LTORTAlLIZED 

T H E  KHANt1. 

7-9th February,  1975. 

E!ax J e f f r i e s  and yours  t r u l y  l e f t  Hobart a t  4-.3O p.n. on a  
swe l t e r ing  Fr iday  a f t e r n o o n  an? a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  Marakoopa llut around 
9.3Op.m. The t r i p  was v i r t u a l l y  unevent fu l  a p a r t  f r o n  s e v e r a l  llwat- 
erholel l  e t o _ ) s  cm r o u t e .  S u r p r i s i n g l y  enough t h e  "Caver S A r m s u  Hot- 
e l  a t  Mole Creek was completely f r e e  of c a v i x  c h a r a c t e r s  and a f t e r  
a few quick ones we f i n a l l y  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  command pos t .  Some of 
the ' f i ln - -makersq  (BUMOFF INC.)were ga thered  around a n  ol?en f i r e  and 
in t roc?uct icns  xe re  subsequent ly made. Unfortunately I cannot remem- 
ber  whet t h e  s Z U 1  s tood f o r  but  lNOFF1 i n d i c a t e d  Xakers of Fine 
Films. Ve were t h e n  inforiiled t h a t  we should have ~ a s s e c l  t h e 1 a l c o -  
h o l i c s l  en r o u t e  t o  t h e  pub. They were a p p a r e n t l y  bein,? l e d  a s t r a y  
by some i n d i ~ l ( ~ . u n l  known ss ' Skinner  l ! ! With f i n a l  f  i l if~ins schedul- 
ed f o r  e a r l y  t h e  fo l lowing morning, Max and I s e t  about r i g p i n g  our  
t e n t  i n  t h e  n e a r e s t  a v a i l a b l e  space.  No sooner had we f i n i s h e d ,  
t h a n  t h e  l a l c o h o l i c s l  a r r i v e d  i n  s e v e r a l  c a r s .  Gree t iqys  were ex- 
changed, a l o n e  wi th  s e v e r a l  b o t t l e s  of boo t l eg ,  and e v e n t u a l l y  we 
go t  t o  bed. 

The advance f i l m  p a r t y  l e f t  f o r  Kubla Khan arcund 8.86 a . m .  
and betwecn t l ,en and m i d  -a f te rnoon a cons tan t  s t ream of cavers ,  
r e p r e s e n t i n c  nunerous c l u b s ,  headed i n t o  t h e  cave v i a  t h e  t o p  en- 
t r ance .  Aiax bnzrew Shinner  and n y s e l f  en te red  around -L1.OO a . m .  
and inmedia-tcly s e t  about  p lac ing  r e f l e c t o r i s e d  markers over  t h e  
f lowstone t o  n in imize  damage. Eventua l lv  we reached Xanadu Chamber 
and founci a Zroup of e a r l y v a r r i v a l s  s i t i i n &  around lsin;;ingl P e t e r ,  
Paul and Mary f o l k  tunes .  ?hat a  racket !  D i r e c t o r  Pavey, n i n u s  a 
c h a i r ,  wzi Lc(1- n i i t i e n t i y  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a t o r  t o  f u n c t i o n  an2 readied  
h i s  cast(eways)  f o r  t h e  next ! t ake  l .  

A f t e r  a s l i g h t  de lay ,  due no doubt t o  t h e  word of nouth 
comuunication system, t h e  power came on and on t h e  r i s k  of r epea t -  
i n g  myself a l l  systems were l g o l .  The Khan and Begun were i l lwn in -  
a t e d  by t h e  $owerful l i g h t s ,  novie  camera a d j u s t e d ,  t a c J ~ o r s l  i n  
p o s i t i o n  and n sequence w a s  du ly  f i lmed.  It was undoubtc?dy a s i g h t  
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worth see ing  2s t h e  l a r g e  cavern revealed  i t s  beauty f o r  a l l  t o  see.  
In t h e  r~~eant ime,  t h e  audience was s t e a d i l y  ~ ron in t ;  i n  t h i s  

n a t u r a l  arq-hi thea t re .  The czvern twinkled wi th  a  rnyriacl of l i g h t s ,  
t r u l y  a  nexo ra l~ l e  occasion. Out of c u r i o s i t y ,  I began t,? count t h e  
number of ; ~ c , \ ~ ~ l e  v i s i b l e  and on exceeding f o r t y ,  I save ~xp. Lloyd 
Robinson a r r i v e 2  wi th  h i s  tdi-protodonl  l i g h t i n g  systeix ancl began 
t o  s e t  up h i s  Gear. About t h i s  t ime t h e  word went cu t  t h a t  t h e  pen- 
e r a t o r  ha('. ceased t o  f unc t i on  no doubt due t o  l a c k  of fu-el .  Volun- 
t e e r s  were c a l l e d  f o r  t o  r e p l m i s h  t h e  t ank  and a s  t h e r e  ;,as l i t t l e  
we could d o  a t  t h a t  s t age  of t h e  proceedings,  Idax and I c-ecided t o  
v i s i t  t h e  Jade Fool. , 

I was pleased t o  note t h a t  f o r t y  odd p a i r s  of f e e t  had 
avoided t h i s  s e c t i o n  and undoubtedly thanks a r e  due t o  Ancrew Skin- 
ner .  hs I v:as r a t h e r  keen t o  ob t a in  s e v e r a l  close-up ~4l~;tFos of t h e  
'Cork-screwf, we s e t  of f  throu;;h t h e  Forbidden Ci ty  unt i l .  reaching 
my objec t ive .  Zow I wishe?. my f i l m  had been colour  ins-lead of black 
and white! ("liatts more, my wish - did  cone t r u e .  Unbeknown t o  me, i t  
was colour not  black and white! ! )  Around. t h i s  t i a e ,  t h e  two genera- - -- - 
t o r  vo lun t e? r s  passed by on t h e i r  way back i n ,  so Tdax ant! I e l ec t ed  
t o  retur:? t o  t h e  su r face  and keep t h e  genera to r  goini-7. 

Zricrging from t h e  cave around 6.00 p.m. we decidzd t o  pay 
a quick v i s i t  t o  Geqzhis Khan Cave wh i l s t  wa i t ing  f o r  t h e  f i l r n i w  
t o  f i n i e h . ( ~ r i g , = i n a l  e s t ima t e s  were supposed t o  be 7.06 ;,.In.) Re- 
tu rn ing  a n  hour o r  s o  l a t e r ,  we t hen  l e a r n t  t h a t  i t  was ex7ected t o  
be arom?. nldni>yht before  f i lming  would be completed, Severa l  cav- 
e r s  had ener,c,.cd inc lud ing  t h a t  well-known f i g u r e ,  Nr,i~ni;hony C u l b e ~ .  

Arounci 8.30 p.a. it was decided t h a t  a  quick smck would 
be i n  o r ? w  s a d  s eve ra l  r e e l s  of cab le  were re tu rned  t o  t h e  car-park. 
Af ter  a b i t e  t c \  e a t  we aga in  re tu rned  t o  t h e  cave ent rance  an?. found 
t h a t  t h e  @ e ~ : ~ r -  t o r  had run  out of pe t ro l .  Once more t h e  wore of 
mouth co~~uxmica t i on  system went i n t o  opera t ion .  "Do you r e q u i r e  more 
pe t ro l ? i f .  A n  a f f i r m a t i v e  "yesf t  was t h e  reply!  

Tony Culberg and yours t r u l y  heaeed back t o  t h c  car-park 
and imiiediately s e t  about ob ta in ing  s eve ra l  g a l l o n s  of f u e l  from t h e  
nos t  s u i t a b l e  tznk which f i n a l l y  turned out t o  be ny own! Less t h a p  
twenty minutes l a t e r ,  we were aga in  a t  t h e  t o p  entrance.  The g e n e r ~  
a t o r  funct ioned wi th  Max1s h e l p  and f i lm ing  comence~?  once again.  

3y 11.00 p.m. a  f a i r  ma jo r i t y  o f  t h e  cavers  ha?. l e f t  t h e  
cave and only t he  f i lming  crew and t h e  ' a c t o r s  rens incd,  Gear be- 
gan t o  t r i c k l e  cut  i n  d r i b s  and drabs.  Tony and Co. Cenarted, leav-  
ing  t w o  b o t t l e s  of c i d e r  and a  b o t t l e  of a l e  which were t o  be made 
ava i l ab l e  t o  anyone now energing. Max and I had s t a t i oned  ourse lves  
i n  t h e  ent rance  tunnek z f t  e r  encou l~ te r ing  s e v e r a l  scar 13ions nnd 
b u l l  a n t s  i n  t h e  ou t e r  f r i n g e s  of t h e  ent rance  and tneEe we made 
ourse lves  reLa t i v e l y  c c ~ f  o r t a b l e ,  awa i t ing  any d e v e l o p ~ c n t  S. Around 
mid-night Andrew Skinner and another  caver  a r r i v e d  t o  sha re  our 
v i g i l .  k f t e r  a period of t i n e  s eve ra l  cavers ,  inclufiing Lloyd Rob- 
inson and 211 h i s  gea r ,  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  su r f ace  and s t i l l  t h e  f i lm- 
ing  cont inucd. 

Around 2.30 a . m . ,  wi th  f i lm ing  s t i l l  i n  p roz rese ,  t h e  r e -  
freshments l o n g  s i nce  gone, w e  decided t o  c a l l  i t  s ?.a::. Leveral 
r e e l s  of cab le  were s p l i t  up amongst us  and we s e t  o f f  down t o  t h e  
car-park. ( I t  wzs wel l  a f t e r  4.00 a.n. before  t h e  fi ln-m!-crs r e -  
turned t o  thc: h u t ,  a f t  c r  spen?.ing apyox imat  e l y  17-18 hours  uncler- 
ground. ) 

iiost o f  US were up and. about by 10.00a.n. t h a t  same norn- 
ing  and vol-unteers were re'cuited t o  b r ing  clown t h e  rcr lzinder  of t h e  
gea r ,  which included t h e  po r t ab l e  genera to r .  On a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  ca r -  
park,  Max, Dctvid Walton(a K i w i  caver)and myself ,  found t h a t  we were 
t h e  f i r s t  t o  a r r i v e .  We reached t h e  gene ra to r ,  once a g a i n  admiring 
t he  e f f o r t  t h ~ t  had been t aken  t o  man-handle i t  up t o  t h e  cave en- 
t r ance  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p lace .  

DcciCing not  t o  waste any t ime,  we i m e d i a t e l y  s e t  about 
c a r t i n g  i t  k ick  down-hill. We had only covered a  s h o r t  1:-istance, 
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however; vhen t h e  o t h e r s  a r r i ved .  Rel ieving them of cne e x t r a  man- 
power, w 2  continued on down a r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  ca r -pwk scne twenty 
minutes l a t e r .  The o the r s  a r r i ved  some t e n  minutes l a t e r  x i t h  t h e  
remaininc ; : am and cable  and a f t e r  s t o w i ~  genera to r  am;. t h e  o the r  
s t u f f  i n  t h e  t r a i l e r ,  we a l l  proceeded t o  Union Bridze f o r  a well-  
earned swim. 
POSTNOT&, 

It would be p o i n t l e s s  t o  say  t h a t  l i t t l e  dar:~a:,e was done 
t o  t h e  cave dur ing  f i l n i n g  as r e p o r t s  of varying J e ~ r e e s  have reach- 
ed t he  w r i t e r .  iiowever, from what I personnl ly  saw, e f f c r - t s  were 
made t o  kec? damage t o  a hinimum by t h e  film-makers. Reiyrettably a 
l a r g e  nur:k:;r o f  people v i s i t e d  t h e  cave on t h e  f i n a l  <-ay of f i l n i w  
and al though c a m  w a s  t aken i n  rnost c a se s ,  f u r t h e r  :!av!age would 
have r e su l t ed .  1111 e f f o r t s  should now be ~ a < e  i n  ~ l o s i i ~  t h e  t op  
entrance f o ~  a n  i n l e f i n i t e  period.  Let us hope t h a t  t h e  f i l n  j u s t i -  
f i e d  t h e  use of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  entrance.  

Mole Creek - 22,23 February, 1975. 
Pa r t  : fln,?rew Sl r inner( leader) ,  Ros Skinner ,  Alber t  Goede, !'Like Mar- 
t y n  S.S. S. ) ,  and Dave W a l t o n ( ~ .  Z.  S. S. ). --? 

I l e f t  Hobart about 7.45 a.m. wi th  Mike and Dave. he n e t  
up with Rndrcw and Ros i n  Delornine a t  11 a . m .  and reached our des- 
t i n a t i o n  nea r  t h e  l i ~ e s t o n e  quarry  a t  Xole Creek a t  about noon. Our 
a i n  was t o  v i s i t  Toboggan Cave but  somehow I had t h e  :m-L.l.sn t h a t  i t  
was i n  t h e  aj-lall h i l l o c k  l e f t  of t h e  row3 j u s t  bef3i.c t h c  pa t e  t o  
t h e  quarry. O f  course we d i d n ' t  f i n e  i t  but  we clid l o c n t e  IgC 58 and 
MC 59 nwnbsrc? by h d r e w  l a s t  Decmber.  MC 59 w a s  ex!?lo17eb by Mike 
and Dave who found i t  only f i v e  metres  deep(not  1 0  a s  previous ly  
claimed) a  dead end. MC 58 i s  a  nore i n t e r e s t i n r  C.-ve wi th  
t i g h t  passages end some bones. It i s  clai!)zed t o  be , 3 u n  Cave but if 
t h i s  i s  so t h e  g r i d  r e f e rnce  g iven  by S,C.S.(328861) ;S i n c o r r e c t  
as  MC 58 i s  loca ted  a t  325861. On t h e  o the r  hand it ;lay n c t  be Sun 
Cave ! 

Ahn-ter a break and a look a t  t h e  nap we headed Tor t h e  
r i g h t  h i l l  and quickly  loca ted  t h e  ent rance  - a h o r i z o n t z l  tunnel  
about 1;- ~ l e - t r e s  high.  Af ter  a  s h o r t  dmstance t h i s  lea<-a t o  t he  t o p  
of a 20 metre f i s s u r e  with a  massive column providiq; a  s ~ t i t a b l e  
belay. Mike and Dave chilmeyed ac ro s s  and downwards l-o an upper 
l e v e l  where they  repor ted  good f o r n a t i o n  and r ecen t  bones, I de- 
scended t o  t i e  bottorn by l adde r ,  belayed by Andrew, but  :rr\und only 
recen t  bones. The cave was nurcbered XC 60. 

Next on t h e  programme was Do{;s Head. Despi te  &-drew lead-  
i ng  us a s t r a y  s eve ra l  t i n e s  on some very  rough t r a c k s  w e  d id  event- 
u a l l y  ge t  t he r e .  Frox t h e  t r a c k  a t  t h e  SW corner  of Do(;s Head we 
followed t h e  base of t h e  h i l l  northwards u n t i l  we located t h e  re-  
surgence which was numbered MC 61. a f t e r  a  l i t t l e  c l i n b i n g  we d i s -  
covered J o c f s  La i r  which had a s t r ong  drau6;ht cornin! out .  This was 
numbered 19C 62, h d r e w  and Ros headed back t o  Launceston t h a t  n ight  
while t h e  rcnaininp; t h r e e  of us went t o  t h e  hut  where we mcre n e t  
by a n  U.X,S,':.S.S. caver(A1an wari1d)and a p a r t y  of four .  ;Icnash 
Bushwalkera, Andrew re tu rned  i n  t h e  middle of t h e  ni,:;ht 2;rd nea r ly  
ruined us  a l l  as he t r i e d  t o  d r i ve  i n t o  t h e  garage. 

The fol lowing morning I went with Andrew and Alan t o  look 
a t  Wallaby and Ashdowns Cave, There were no f o s s i l  bone clei,osits 
but  some recen t  bones were c o l l e c t e d  f r o g  Wallaby Cave. Then back 
t o  t h e  hut ;  I n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  kndrew, wi th  ICike and Davc r a n  a  sur-  
f a c e  t r a v e r s e  from t h e  Mersey near  Croesus t o  Lynds Cave. They were 
t hen  joined by 61an and s e t  off  upstream t o  number K i l l  an6 Ta i l -  
ender Cave wilile I l e f t  t o  go t o  Burnie and on t c  IbTontagu. 

k l b e r t  Goede, 
F lo r en t i ne  River - 2/3/7 5. 

]Lax and Tin  J e f f r i e s ,  David Walton(NZSS), an6 La~ar ie  Moody 
and Su-r, Louise and Bichsrd Moody(Pick-up L ~ ~ , i n t ) .  
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An e ~ r l y  s t a r t  saw us a t  Max1s p lace  around k3,15 a.m. kf-  
t e r  a  cup of co f fee ,  we proceeded t o  t h e  AlVII.; b a r r i e r ,  sip,ned i n ,  
and headed of_:' i n t o  t h e  F lo ren t ine .  P  11 road was renchcd and neg- 
o t i a t e d  a s  Car a s  t h e  new br idge  which now c ro s se s  t h c  F lo r en t i ne  
River apjmoxixi te ly  1 .5  luns. upstream f r m  Deviatioli  Cave( J F  55) .  
The tri;? hac? L v x ~ ~ i n u s l y  been announced a s  being a  li--10 c q ~ e d i t i o n  
but l u c k i l y , ( a x d  I mean l u c k i l y )  Max was a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  use of 
a n  in f l a - t ab le  rubber  dinghy. The reason f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t r i p  
was mainly t o  view a  s e r i e s  of l i n e s t o n e  c l i f f s  kncwn tc mist i n  
an  a r ea  south of t h e  new bridge on t h e  off-chance t h a t  WC nigh t  
l o c a t e  soue new caves. However, a s  i s  conrlonly t h e  occurrence,  
t h ings  d i d n ' t  go exac t l y  t o  plan. Leaving my wehicle all? fami ly  a t  
t he  b r i dce ,  t h e  exp lo r a t i on  group headed back t o  B i l l  Hanlon's Rd. 
i n  Max1s ute .  On reachirg t h e  end of t h i s  road ,  we parlred t h e  veh- 
i c l e  and s c t  of f  down a  ' c a t  t r a c k '  towards where I ima{;ined t he  
r i v e r  t o  he - but a l a s  and e l ack  - no r i ve r !  The ,jar-ty t h e n  s p l i t  
and indiviGwal e f f o r t s  wire made t o  l o c a t e  i t  but t o  no a v a i l .  Af- 
t e r  a  b r i e f  conference we re tu rned  t o  t h e  u t e ,  co l lec tw '  t h e  d i q h y  
and gea r ,  then  s e t  off back t o  t h e  end of t h e l c a t  t r n c k ' .  Prom here  
we followc? a  s e r i e s  of red pa in ted  markers eventual-ly cnLlnp up 
on t he  banks Of a small  creek.  It w a s  t h en  decided t o  t a k e  a com- 
pass  bearing cf 260 degrees and a  s h o r t  t ime l a t e r ,  ~2 c r l m ~ e d  on 
t h e  banks of t h e  P lo r en t i ne  River.  

>'or-Ly minutes o r  so was t hen  spent  on inflaJ~j.r_:, t h e  dinghy 
and by 11.30 a.m. we were f i n a l l y  a f l o a t .  The epic  journey was un- 
de r  way but our problems were f a r  from over. kl thouch -Lhe dinghy 
proved i t s  worth, i t  was f r equen t l y  being l i f t e d  over l o g  obs t ac l e s  
o f t e n  i n  d c y )  : / a t e r ,  and being c a r r i e d  over shallow s u c t ~ o n s .  The 
western bank ljrovcd t o  be a n  almost con t i nu~>us  s e c t i o n  c ; f  l imestone 
c l i f f s  an? oxtcrops.  Only - one s tream was observed e n t c r ~ l n ~  t h e  r i v -  
e r  from t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  and t h i s  was undoubtedly t h e  S-Lreen t h a t  
k l b e r t  Goede and myself had b r i e f l y  i nves t i ga t ed  l a t e  i ~ ~ s t  year .  
The streani i t s e l f  energed some 300 metres  downstrean cf our luunch- 
in& spot.  

i'wo l imestone c l i f f s ,  i n c l u d i q  t h e  one I f e l l  Cown i n  
June of l a s t  yea r  were du ly  i nves t i ga t ed  but  a p a r t  from ane small 
cave, t h e  e a s t c r n  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  y ie lded nothing. i ~ l t houyh  only 
t w o  small  caves wcre boted on t h e  western  bd&s of t h e  r i v e r ,  pros- 
pec t s  i n l a n ?  could prove rewarding. The t r i p  even tua l ly  cnded some 
500 metres U- :;tream of t h e  new br idge  due t o  a n  excess ive  amount 
of flood d e b r i s  which could have been nego t i a ted  had tin$; yermitted.  
Wet, co ld ,  but ~ l e a s e c i  wi th  our e f f o r t s ,  we strug-);led a s l ; ~ r c  man- 
handling t h e  ?-inghy over f a l l e n  t i n b e r  u n t i l  we reachecl a nearby 
' c a t  t r a c k t .  'i'hls t r a c k  l e d  t o  t h e  P 11 Road, a sho r t  dj-7-Lance from 
t h e  brif lge,  It hat  t aken  us over f i v e  hours  t o  cover f o u r  k i lomet res  
of r i v e r ,  jnclu(1ing time spent  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  en  r cu t c .  A f a i r l y  
s u ~ c e s s f u l  day was enjoyed by a l l  and it i s  hoped thak ;,nother t r i p  
t o  t h i s  a r ea  can be organised s h o r t l y .  u map of t h e  a r m  i n v e s t i -  
gated ap1)ears over lea f .  Laur ie  IVIoody, 
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Thc L)receeding twelve months have been f a i r l y  q u i e t  with 
l i t t l e  t o  shov~ I n  t h e  way of major d i s cove r i e s .  Undoub-tedly t h e  
most s i e n i f i c a n t  event occurred i n  January-February of t h i s  year .  
The Cracrof t  Ex i~ed i t i on  r e s u l t e d  i n  tka  subsequent d iscovzry  of 
numerous caves and a 1,000 metre ex tens ion  of Judds Cavern. Indiv- 
i d u a l  e f i o r t s  iii  s e v e r a l  a r e a s  have succeeded i n  v a s t  i l tpovements  
i n  cave doc~ulc-ntation. It was a l s o  p leas ing  t o  note  Lhzt in te r -c lub  
re la t ionsh i ;>s  increased  somewhat wi th  s e v e r a l  members of S.C.S. 
working i n  c l o se  conjunct ion  wi th  myself and o t h e r  ~nei~!bers o f  our 
club. Iday 1374 saw t h e  d iscovery  and pa r t -exp lo ra t ion  of s eve ra l  
promisi-yy h c l e s  cn Marble H i l l  above Exi t  Cave. June 1374 a l s o  saw 
a  face  t o  race  meeting wi th  t h e  Min l s te r  f o r  Tourism, rc:;mding t h e  
development of Zxi t  and t h e  e s t ab l i shnen t  of cave rese rves .  Although 



an  attempt; was maC,e t o  provide us with what Could be terned a s  a  
l l sa t i s fac tory  answern, a  l a r g e  quest ion mark s t i l l  renains.  This 
p a r t i c u l a r  uonth a l s o  saw the  Itfirst everM explora t ion  o f  cLves on 
the  western banks o f  the  Florent ine  River. The r e m i n i n g  ~ lon ths  o f  
1974 consi--;Bed o f  s ca t t e r ed  t r i p s  t o  va r ious  a r eas  with an  un2is- 
puted empllasis on the  Junee-Florentine. Other events ir1cl.u-ded a  
v i s i t  t o  3 x i t  by the  Minister  f o r  Tourisn(p1us a T V  coverage),  a 
recon . t r i2  t o  the Cracroft  Area, a v i s i t  by t w o  Japanese spsleos.  
and a not icable  l ack  o f  attendance a t  t he  November and Dccenber 
general  rncclings. 

r 7 i'nc f i r s t  t h r ee  months o f  1975 have been taken up with t he  
Cracroft %x;wl~i t ion,  filmiw at  Kubla Khan, t r i p s  t o  Exit and Mon- 
tagu(wherc Albert has unearthed some ex t inc t  na r sup iz l  remains) and 
an  explora'cion by rubber dinghy of a  s e c t i o n  o f  the  PLore-Line River. 

The f i n e n c i a l  p o s i t i o n  i s  i n  t h e  capable hands o f  t he  t r e a -  
sure r  but a l a s ,  due t o  r i s i n g  c o s t s  o f  which we a r e  a l l  cware, i n  
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a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  c l u b  f e e s  w i l l  have t o  r i s e  f o r  t h e  colXixlg twelve  
months. Many thanks  t o  t h e  ou tgo ing  o f f i c e  b e a r e r s  who have  worked 
hard i n  an e f f o r t  t o  keep t h e  c l u b  r u n n i n ~  th rough  t h e  y e a r .  A s  I 
w i l l  be u n a v a i l a b l e  f o r  r e - e l e c t i o n  as  c l u b  p r e s i d e n t ,  I would l i k e  
t o  t a k e  t h i s  o i ~ p u r t u n i t y  of s a y i n g  thank  you f o r  t h e  sup;?ort  I have 
r e c e i v e d  w i t h  a s p e c i a l  t hank  you t o  A l b e r t  Goede f o r  h i s  back ing  
and adv ice .  I v:ish t h e  succeed ing  c l u b  p r e s i d e n t  t212 b e s t  of suc- 
c e s s  i n  t h e  coning y e a r .  

L a u r i e  Moody. 
T r i p  r e p o r t  ~ ( c c n t i n u e d )  . 
Mole Creek - 18,19/1/75. 

P a r t y :  hC.rew and Ros Skinner(TCC) , Jed ~ u t l e r ( N C )  ,Mif f i l i l l i a m s ,  
Margaret  R u s s e l l  , S t e w  S t r e e t  (scS)  , p e t e r  Ruxon, Nei l  IIi.clrc,c,n(~SS), 
and Lorna Scl- l i C t  (NC). 

A qu i ck  t r i p  was h e l d  t o  Croesus  t o  show v i s l b \ - r s  t o  t h e  
cave and t o  coimence t h e  underrgrl~und p a r t  of t h e  su rvey  l w o j e c t .  
ubout  600 . > e t r e s  of s u r f a c e  t r a v e r s e  were completed.  On Sa tu rday  
a f t e r n o o n  a Georp ies  Hall-Vet Cave th rough  t r i p  was h e l d .  To r tuna t e -  
l y  t h e  wate r  was r e l a t i v e l y  low - b u t  Miff i n s i s t e d  on q ~ l a s h i n g  
everybody. We had t h e  las t  l a u g h  when she  g o t  s t u c k  i n  t h e  r o c k f a l l  
and had ti, r e t u r n  t o  t h e  lower  e n t r a n c e  w i t h  S teve .  911 Sunday a 
t r i p  was h e l d  t o  H e r b c r t s  P o t ,  b u t  no e x 2 l o r a t i o n  w a s  ~ t t e m p t e d .  

A. D. Sk inner .  

E x i t  Cave - 8-10/2/75. 
P a r t y :  h?rexr!, Roy, Fiona Sk inne r ,  Tony Culberg ,  Pii) Case , Ross 
~ r i d g e s ( T C C ) ,  l i k e  M a r t y n ( S S ~ )  Jed B u t l e r ,  Penny Kilox(i:Cy ulan 
Warild , John Carmichael(  ?JITSISS) , and Dovid ~ a l t  on(Hli'G. NSSS J . 

Xost of t h e  p a r t y  e n t e r e d  t h e  cave on Sa tu rday  a f t e r n o o n ,  
a r r i v i n g  a t  i n n e r  base  camp a t  4.00p.m. A f t e r  t e a  somz v i s i t e d  t h e  
Western l a s s a e e  and E d i e s  T reasu re .  u t  7  p.m. we hea(1cd t o  t h e  Cham- 
b e r  of Danocles  t o  push t h e  t a l u s  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y .  L?;rox. 100  m e t r e s  
of passage was 2 i scove red  on t h e  n o r t h e r n  s i d e .  On Rundc?y Roy, Fiona,  
anC P ip  joi;:ed u s ,  b r i n g i n g  t h e  Sunday Examiner Xxpress.  A f t e r  a 
v i s i t  t o  t h e  D e v i l ' s  S t o v e p i p e ( r e t u r n i n g  v i a  t h e  t h i n  p a s s a g e )  Roy, 
F iona ,  P i p ,  Tony and Penny l e f t  f o r  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  The r a m a n t s  of  
t h e  p a r t y  s y s t e m a c t i c a l l y  pushed pas sages  on t h e  e a s t  between t h e  
Ta lus  and the  E a s t e r n  Extens ion .  Nothing n o t a b l e  was found bu t  John 
and Ross were r a t h e r  peeved,  a f t e r  g r o v e l l i n g  a l o n g  a n  ?..liLost water-  
f i l l e d  passa,:e,  t o  f i n d  a n  i n s c r i p t i o n  on t h e  w a l l  - i-l ;  r e a d  ' i d i o t  '. 
( K e l l e r  s t r i k e s  a g a i n ) .  IText r lorning we r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  c a r s ,  v i s - -  
i t i n g  t h e  hi{;h l e v e l  a r e a s  e n  r o u t e .  A.D. Skinner .  

Mole Creek - 15,16/2/75. 
P a r t y :  a-drew Sk inne r ,  b l b e r t  G O ~ ~ ~ ( T C C ) ,  Mike Martyn(SS:j),  Davic! t 
W ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ( E - I ' ~ ' ~ - ! \ T Z S L )  u l l a n  W ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ( U N S W S S ) .  

The m i n  purpose  of  t h i s  t r i p  w a s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  some caves  
i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  f o r  bone d e p o s i t s ,  On Sa tu rday  Sun Cavc and Toboggan 
Cave were v i s i t e d ,  bu t  no n a t e r i a l  was c o l l e c t e d .  lilurt~ijers were af- 
f i x e d  t o  Tobog;an Cave(1dC 6O), Joe  ' S  Lair(MC 62)  an6 G r e su rgence  
cave n e a r  J o e l s  Lair(KC 61 ) .  On Sunday bones were c c l l e c t e d  from 
Wallaby Cave and hshdowns Cave. A s u r f a c e  t r a v e r s e  fr~1.t t h e  Mersey 

( ~ n d r e w  S k i m c r s  o t h e r  
i n  E x i t  and Soda Creek 

B r i d g e - t c  Lyus'ts Cave w a s  conp le t ed .  Tags were a f f i x e l '  t o  PI111 Cave 
(MC 63) and T s i l e n d e r  Cave(XC 64 ) .  A.D. Sk inner .  

two r e p o r t c  p l u s  s k e t c h  maps of  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  
Cave, w i l l  be p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  ne2 t  s p i e l ) .  
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