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* FORWARD PROGRAMME,

July S5-6 - Weekend Trip: Spend two days at Exit Cave, Ida Bay.
Leader: Tony Culberg.
“July 5 -~ Saturday: Cave nunbering and scrub-hashing - Florentine
area. Leader: Laurie Mnody.
July 12-13 - Veekend Trip: "nle Creek -~ exploration and numhering,
Leader: Jndrew Skinner.
July 19-20 - WYeekend Trip: Volfhnle, Hastings. Ieader: Andrew Skimner.
July 26-27 ~ Weekend Trip: Maydena Area - Leader: Tony Cullerg.
August 2-3 - Yeekend Trip: Ida Bay Area - Track-cutting to Midnight
. Hole. Leader: Tony Culberg.
August 6 - Wednesday: General leeting at 18 Nixon Street, Sandy Bay.
: ' (Guess who lives there!)
Mgust 9-10 ~ Weekend Trip: Table Mountain Caves, South Africa. ILeader:

Albert Goede, : .
There will be NO September General Meeting! Repeat- NO Septenber meeting!

Octobei General Meeting will be held st Hnnk Meerding's, 7 Gourlay Strect,
Blacknan's Bay.

+ + 4+ 4+ + + + + + 4+ + + 4+ 4+ + + + + + + + + + 4+ + + + 4+
Editorial.

Another fairly active month with trips to usual areas. Numbering at Mole
Creek is past the centiry while in the Junee-Florentine, 86 caves now sport
a little aluminium tag., Once again, attendance at General Meetings has again
dropped and as several regulars won't be available in September, there will no
neeting for this month, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all
those people who have been supplying me with articles for Spiel - many thanks,

Laurie Moody.

+ 4+ + 4+ + 4+ o+ o+ o+ 4+ o+ o+ o+ o+ 4+ o+

IETTER TO THE EDITOR.

The following letter was received from John Bosler (UNSWSS) and is dated 1/7/75.

Dear Sir, ) ' ' .
In Speleo Spiel (No, 100), Andrew Skimnmer described a trip into Exit
Cave at Hastings. In his report, he criticised my action in cutting steps on
the rud-bank from the river to inner hase camp.

He said that "this modification makes walking upr the hank with billies
of water rmuch easier but (I) disagree strongly with the prlnclple of improving
a cave for mere convenience to cavers. Growl{i"

My decision to cut the steps was based on two factors.

Pirstly, the steps were cut after two members »f the party had slipped
on the bank, They were not cut for "mere convenience" but for gafety reasons,
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I felt they were a justifiable safety neasure.

Co Secondly, the steps were not of a permanent nature. ' I would gladly
have filled then in, thereby returning the hank to its former condition (somew that
less than pristine) had I imagined that their presence would offend others. ‘

Howe¥rer, I considered that their existence constituted a less seroiug
modification of the cave envirmment than either the netal steps bholted onto the
rock at the entrance, or the log bridge across the rlver bctween Canp One and the
entrance,

. VThere do you draw the line on cave "improvement"?

" Yours in caving,
John Bosler,
UNSWSS.
I S T T S TR T S S S S R U R S R S S S S S
Please send any replies to 45 Kyogle Street,'Mardubra. 2035, (John's address)
T T A T I S e T £ o4 o+ o4
CLUB NEVS.

Prospective Memher: Gaynor Avery (I have yet to %e supplled with her address.,
Anyway welcome to the nob!

Search and Rescue Forms.

Bill Lehman would like t6 advise that the following people have submitted their
gsearch and rescue forms:~ Mike Jagpe, Tony Culberg, Stuart Nichnlas, Andrew
Davey, Albert Goede, Clive Bolter, Vev1n Kigrnan, Laurle Moody, Brian and-wife
Jeanette Collin,-
If your narie does not appear here then fill out the fomm at the end of this

Spiel and get it to Bill Lehman as quick as you possibly can! Conprande? Don't

“ask me what that means but it sure sounds good!

+ 4+ + 4+ o+ 4+ o+ o+ AT 4+ o+ 4+ 4+ 4

CAVING CAPERS,

The following lettor was sent to Ros Skinner_by'John Carmichael after he had
received a letter from Andrew informing hin that Ros was having kittens,

"Ros, . _ ~ ‘ . .
' Please hreak news to your poor nisguided hushand slovly. He thinks you
are going to have kittens. Explain to hin that the baby-bringing bat
doesn't deliver kittens, only 1little cavers. But be gentle -~ you dmn't
want to shatter all his illusions all at once!

J.C."

acconpanying this letter was a drawing of a haby-bringing bat which was
labelled with this title: INFANTUSCHIROPTER., Unfortunately, space does not
permit us- to-reproduce this drawing at this stage. Ed.

Someone has bYeen shonting at Max Jeffries' bees - with a "Bee-Bee" gun.

ADD - Someone to bahy—éit Hank Meerding‘s workshop while he goes caving!

Contributors are adv1sed that the AUTUMN issue of this ﬂagaulne has been
completed and should be in the post later this month “(ire hope). As to the
whereabouts of the SUMMER issue - no one is exactly sure! However, a dead-
line date for articles re the WINTER issue clnses August lst,

-
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NORTHRERN SPRLEO NETS.

by your Northern Speleo Ferret.
MORTHWRN CAVERNTERS.

There have hecen quite a few trips to Mole Creek but there is little exciting
to report. One trip to survey .\pril Fools' entrance in Croesus was seduced by
fine weather and ended up as a Landrover trip up the Western Tiers, Ghengis
Khan and the Honeycomb system wers also visited.

LAUNCESTON SPELIRO CLUB.

Exploration of two new caves at Loongana has been completed: (See descript-
ion), A very successful social evening was held in Launceston, netting over
$300 for the club. ISC are planning to publish a journal soon - does anyhody
have a second-hand duplicator fofr sale? Caves visited at Mole Creek during the
month included:- Little Trimmer, Crnesus, and Ghengis Khan, Several caves were
also visited in the Howe's Cave area for numbering.

indrev Skinner,
O N . T T R S S S S S A L T . T T T S U S R

CAVE NUMBERING,

LOONGANA,

L0 13:= PUZZLE II:- Inflow cave north-east of Ulstergren bridge on top side of
road; approximately 200 metres of passage; some decor-
ation in uppeft levels; stream bhecomes too low to follow; discovered
hy LSC in May, 1975.

L0 12:~ PUZZLT I:~ Outflovw cave dovmstream from Puzzle II; about 100 metres
of tight passages; very muddy; 8everal avens; small
stréam probahly does not originate in Puzzle IT; discovered by ISC in
May, 1975.

MOLE CREFK,

MC 84 & 95:~ HONEYCOMB Y:-~ Large systen with numerous entrances and complex
system of passages; several levels with stream in
lowest; part of Mole Creek systém; mapped to Grade 6; entrances
nunbered in downstream direction. '

MC 96:~ SASS.IFRAS CAVE:~ (Cutflow entrance); stream caﬁe, being the source of
Sassafras Creek; threc entrances; fommation in the
upper levels; discovered 1900 or earlier; ends in
sSump.

MC 97:~ Un-named cave; small pothole south-east of Sagssafras Cave; 10 metres
deep; blocked with rocks; no draught,

MC 98:= IMARTIN'S C.\VE:- Medium-sized cave on hill near Sassafras Cave; 10
netre entrance pitch lecads to several chambers; some
decoration, :

MC 99:- Un-named cave; small fissure cave near Martin's Cave; two chambers
with squeeze at far end; draught; may connect with Martin's Cave.

MC 100:~ PRFIRST OUTiNG:— Small cave on opposite side of "hill to Martin's Cave;
two chambers: asome decoration,



Speleo Spiel. Page 4. July - 1975.

MC 101: Un-named cave; small cave near First Outing; one main- chamher with
' pitch leading off; decoration. '

MC 102: Swallet where Sassafras Creeck runs underground; cannnt he entered in
vet weather,

MC 103: SASSAFRAS CAVE:~ (Second entrance).

MC 104: Un-named cave south-west of Howe's house; short pitch in doline leads
to intermittent stream passage; approximately 100 metres of narrow
passages; many hones, :

MC 105: Swallet discovered by ISC; takes considerable quantity of water in
wet ‘weather; too tight to enter; located south of King Solomon turn—
off. ‘

MC 106: Un-named cave; small cave discnvered by ISC; situated south-west of
Howe's hnuse; several narrow passages; some decoration, ‘

MC 107 & 109:  HONWYCOMB IT:— Small cave through spur; part of same systen
as Honeyconh I; stream in lower level; sur=-
veyed to Grade 5 (CRG). :

JUNEE~FLORENTINE,
JF 84 (festern Florentine) Small cave beside Stan Murray's Road; small.
stream sunps; 1little formAation; two entrances nnly one numbered;
~estimated length 30 metres. C : :
JF 87 (festern Florentine) Small cave in dnline; north of JF 83; takes
some surface water; several small passages; sone formation; "dig"
pushed to sump; 1length estimated €0 metres.
+ 4+ + + 4+ + + + 0+ + 4+ 4+ 4+ o+ 4+ + + +
Above information was supplied by Andrew Skinner and Laurie‘Moody.

+ 4+ 4+ + + 4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ + 4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ + + + 4+ 4+ + 4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 4+

TRIP REPORTS.

MOLE CREEK - 20-21/6/75.
"Party: Andrew and Ros Skimmer, Jed Butler and Hugh King.

_ On Saturday, we visited Ghengis ¥han and later joined~an ISC party and’
numbered several caves south-west of Howe's house, On Sunday, Honeycomb II was
numbered .,

(That would be the shortest trip repnrt on recard, Andrew! Did your
biro run out?) :

MOLE CREEK - 15/6/75.

Party: Andrew and Ros Skinner, Roy and Fiona Skinncr, Pip Casey and Lyn
Duncomhe.,

A very pleasant day was had by all after the LSC "booze-up".  Three tags were

affixed .in the Lower Sassafras Creel: area. Baldock's, Honeycomb I, First

Outing and Sassafras Caves were visited. Several names were found .in Sassafrag

Cave, scratched on flowstone in an upper level: oné was from 1900 and two

from 1930, On Momday, we went on a trip to Loongana, arranged by LSC. Puzzle
— One and Two were visited and grovelling around in  small muddy passages was
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much appreciated, (Just like Hastings) An attempt was made to number Leven .
Cave but after wading through the rather chld waters of the Leven River - snow
and all - T found that Albert Gnede had been there before me and already had

nunbered it! (Curses - tough and all that jazz. Ed.)

MOLE CRWEK - 7-8/6/75.
Partyi indrew and Rog Skinner, John Richardson, Jed Butler.

One Saturday, we intended to visit Croesus, surveying the April Fosls!
entrance. MHowever, as the rope wasn't collected from Launceston, we decided to
drive up the Vestern Tiers. “Thilst the nther's left in Bob's Landrover, I
aqunbered entrances tn Honeywomb I, On Sunday, several caves were numbered in
the lowér Sassafras Creck area. Mumber 100 was affixed to First Outing - note
time Mr., Mondy -~ 2.%3%pm. on Sunday 8th., June.

(Time noted - but I'm not numbering rabbit burrows!!! ED.)

Andrew Skinner.

WESTERN FLORENTINE - 14/6/75.

. Party: Max and Tim Jeffries, Phillip Voss, John Miller(TCC-MB) Laurie Mondy (TOC)

The main nhjective nf this trip was to investigate several honles off Stan
Murray's Road on the Western side of the Florentine River. The holes had been
lonked at hriefly by members of the Maydena Branch prinr to this trip but as it
" was late afteemnoon, a trip back was necessary. There is quite an extensive out--
crop »f limestone in this area which extends some distance inland from the river,
Further scrub-bashing in AREA ONE could result in some sigmificant finds., AREA

TJO (see map) is at the top end of Gittus Road abnut 1— kilometres west of Gong
Cave (JF 51).

The party arrived at ARRA ONE ar-und 10.00am, A temporary obstacle in the
form of a fallen tree further down the rnad bared progress but with the aid of
Phillip's chainsaw, we were snon able to press on, IMud and slush due to the
extensive rain in this reginn, held doubts at nne stage to our’crossing the
Florentine River hut the level was much lower than we expected, Donning sur
trog-guits, we headed into the scrub and five minutes later, reached the first
of the hnles, .\ ladder was rigged and I descended the 6 metre pitch into a
small chamher which contained a sump and nothing else. Prom here, we moved a °~
short way up the bank and were able to scramble down into another hole (JF 34).
This led down a snall slope and into a passage containing a small stream and
despite a traverse to avoid wet feet, it was finally unavoidahle. The passage
ended sorme 10 metres past the creek which emerged from a low bhedding plane and
ended in a small hnle nnt rmuch bigger than a fist, It appeared to open up again
past this obstacle, Some formation, including several long straws (one metre
is long in this area) were in evidence. Phillip and myself then fnllowed the
stream a short distance to where it disappeared into a sump, emerging again -ut-
side the cave. We exited several metres away from where we went in, through
another entrance,

Fron here, we proceeded to scrub-bash the immediate area but although several
dolines and a couple of holes were investigated, nothing eventuated. (Rahbit
burrows again) It was then decided to have a look at the other "find" from the
previous visit. This was not far from JF 84 and up hill, The lMaydena boys had
explored this cave and were keen to push a "dig" at the far end of the cave.

Whilst the "dig" was in prngress, I made a Grade 2 survey and then attached
2 nurber above the entrance (JF 83). In the meantime, Max and Co. succeeded .
in widening the passage and proceeded down a short way to a sump.

Annther chnked hole on the opposite side »f the road was "excavated" by Max:
and John but failed to go very far. By now, most of the party were wet and cold
g0 we then adjourned to the top end of Gittus Road where we 1it a "bonfire" and
had lunch. After "drying out", we set off on the southern side of the road to
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investigate several large dolines. The first of .these prnduced several small
holes which unfortunately, were ton small to enter. “Thilst the exploration of
the first one was taking place, I scrambled down into an adjoining one and found
a nost impressive looking entrance - stream and all! However, after only a few
metres, it fizzled! Purther scrub-hashing revealed one nther ninsr hole which
was about 8 metres deep hut we didn't even bother to number it. (Annther rabbit
hole) _

Nothing najor resulted after the day's events but further prospects in this
region could bhe encruraging. Another trip tn this area is planned for early in
July. .

Laurie Mnody.

Map of this area appears on Page 8.

JUNEE=FLOREN T INTY - 5/7/75.

Party: Max & Tinm Jeffrles, Ph1111p Vnss, Michael Bromfield (TCC/MB) and Laurie
Mondy (TCC).

What a day to go caving! It was pouring with rain when I left Hobart
and still pouring when I arrived at Maydena! Anyway, the party assembled at '
Max's and then headed out the Junce Rnad towards Junee Rising. i week bhefore,
Max had "rescued" three teenage girls from a cave whilst checking his bees. The
cave is on the top side of the road less than half a kilometre fronm the Junee
Bridge. (See separate article on rescue). We trogged up in our wet weather gear
and climbed the clearly defined track and found a man-size hole in the limestone,
Max informed us of annther entrance some 10 netres away and after numbering it
(JF.90), e, that is Max, Michael and nyself, descended a three notre pitch into
the cave., After negotiating a steep muddy bank we then proceeded tn investigate
as much of the cave as we could. Unfortunately, everyvhere we went there was
plain evidence that the cave had heen extensively vandalised. Tree saplings had
been cut down and dropped into the cave apparently to serve as "waddies” to knock
off the formatinns. Prior to the vandalisation of this cave, it would have un-
doubtedly been the prettiest cave yet discovered in the Junee Area.

Approxinately 100 netres of passage exist and further ‘extensions could
be possible as a 4 netre pitch was nnt descended due to the absence of a ladder.
Many animal hones were noted ag were also a sardine tin and other rubhish., A4
harmer and chisel were also found and duly rermoved. Only the one entrance was
nunhered. due to the fact that the top hole is comnon knowledge and the possihil-
ity of the nurber remaining in plain view for any long perind was douhted.

We then adjourned to the Florentine Vallcy and had lunch., After this,
we then attached a further tvn numbers to Beginner's Luck Cave. The daylight
hole was nunbered JF 81 and the Womguano Passage entrance, JFF 82, Further scrub
hashing some 200-300 netres dovm the road revealed. annther hole which was duly
munbered JF 85, As it was still raining and nost of us were wet and cnld we
decided tn call it a day and returned to Maydena,

Laurie Mondy.
EXIT CAVE - 5-6/7/75.
Party: Tony Culherg (L), Peter Watts, Ruth‘Stophenson and Gaynor Avery (P).

e left the car after checking out the level of the D'Entrecasteaux
River at the hridge. It was harely gwollen,. so we headed in, Used the high
level traverse at the éntrance nerely to avoid thigh-deep water. Headed in
to Canp Two. The river crossings were a 1little deeper than on my first visit
~t5 Exit, After lunch, we visited the Chamber »f Dannclas,. adniring the'naly
"pretties" en route. Returned to Camp Two after some photographic 56831ons
and duly adnired Edie's Treasure.

After breakfast nn Sunday, we headed for the Vestern Passaﬂe and had
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a gond look raund. Back to camp for lunch and then headed out. Down to the
creek - a little deeper than 24 hours previously. At Camp One we had doubts
as to exactly where we'd be spending the night hut the river crossing at that
point was only waist deep. However, the next crossing was a completely diff-

erent kettle of fish!
A few anxious noments when we lost our footing and had to swim a hit.

Our hoots were covered by the water as we crossed the log hridge. An extra
netre of water hetween the log bridme and the gate sure changes the cave.

Corments on seeing the amount of water at the entrance:-

"Shit ehl"

"Bloody Hell"!

"Shi.t .I "

No comment - Gaynor just sat and stared!

Experiencing that anocunt of water in Exit is worth while - once BUT -
Happiness is warn, dry clothes!

Ruth Stephenson.

Culberg's thought for the day -~ Help Conserve our Native Forests - Re-use
Your Envelopes!

+ + + + F + + 4+ 4+ o+ o+ 4+ A+ + o+ o+ o+ o+ 4

RE_CAVE "RESCUE" AT MAYDENA.

During the weekend of June 28/29, Max Jeffries the Maydena Branch Pres-
ident, reported that he had cause to "rescue" three ynung girls from a cave
close tn Maydena. He had heen out checking his hee hives on the Junee Rnad
and found that somenne had heen shooting at them. Hearing shots from the
direction of Junee Rising (JF 8}, he had driven along the rnad and noticed
several bicycles. Deciding to take a look, he climbed a short way up the
bank and found a young hoy vainly trying to encourage his three girl compan-
ions to climb the r~pe back to the surface.

They had entered the cave via the "home-made" rope, knotted and near-
rotten., Max then collected his torch and entered the cave via a nearhy hole
which led intn the same system. The girls had been in the cave for ahout two
hours and every attempt to climb the 6-7 metres ton the surface had failed.

The only lighting carried was a hox of matches. Max guided the girls
out of the cave and learnt that they had not ¥nown of the ether entrance. 4
lecture from Max and it is douhted that any of the trio will he going caving
for some time. Max informed me that several of the Maydena Branch members
had looked at the cave a few weeks previously and children were ahout at that
time. It deems reasonable to assume that the children visited the cave after
Max and C», had gone. '

The cave has heen known for many years and vandalisation need not have
been necessarily caused recently. Max venturéd back the following day and
renoved the rope which I have personally seen. Anyone going Max's way is asked
to call in and take a 1nok! It's a real "eye-opener"!

Laurie Moody.

CAVE NUMBRRING. (Late Edition)

JF 8l:= Daylight hole entrance tn Beginner's Luck.

JF 82:~ Entrance to Womguann Passage in Beginner's Luck.

JFP 85:~ B8nall tight cave with 30-40 netres of crawls; approximately 300 metres
dovm road and on same side as Beginner's Luck,

JF 90:- VANDALISATION CAVRE (Suggested name); Cave with twn vertical entrances
2=3 netres and 6-7 netres respectively; a short distance above Junee
Road; approxinately 100 metres of passagé; exploratinon incompletes
previsus to being extensively vandalised, would have had perhaps the
best displays of frrmation in the Junee area; many bones. (J)
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