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Editorial, 

F i rs t ly ,  I would 'like t o  a p o l o ~ i s e  f o r  the e r ro r  which occured i h  the Sept. 
ed i tor ia l  when I rrentianea that  Kbzacl-dun naa on a re l ie f  of 488 netres. It 
shoul'd have read 688 netres: Secondly, ny hopes of' loaating Bone "nen firids" 
i n  the area north of Bone P i t  nere clashed: Evidence that SCS have already done 
a thorou* j o b  in t h i s  area vas plai2lly apparent. . Oh well, you can't w i n  thep - 
a l l  : 

Hamever, the t r i p  did not prove t o  he a conplete waste of tine. 9 brief 
inspection of a landslip area beneath Vherrett% Lookout on the Jmee side of 
the Gap, resulted i n  the su?,sequent diecpvery o f  a t  l eas t  a dozen pronisidg 
shafts. 2s a n u n b r  of these shaf ts  exceed 30 ne tms  f o r  the f i r s t  'pitch, it 
is boped tha t  a najor discovery of 3orre kind is in  the offing. The re l ie f  is' 
good and an assaul t  on th i s  area is planned f o r  Octoberl&.l9. 

On the whole, Soptenher.was a very quiet nmth  with very l i t t l e  aavirg beiry; 
done. Several interest ing a r t i c l e s  appear in t h i s  ~ o n t h ' s  nagazine w i l l  no 
doubt provide sone interest ing readiw. 

+ - + - + - + - + - + - + - + - 4 - + - + - + - + - + g  

We would l ike  t o  take t h i s  opportunity of expressing our ~ongmrhla t ions  t o  
Delfa and B?ichaeI('Ncb) Col@ on €he b i r th  of t h e i r  son, Joshua Penis, on €he 
20th. of September. Delia nas a nenber of TCC f o r  naqyeyears &til she vent 
and discovered Nike SCS. 
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.. -t_ lKr' ' ~ d i t o r ' . -  Your metric s l i p  is showing! 
. . 

The ed i to r i a l  of the September Spicl  (Yo. 105) indicated that-Yhazad-dum is 
a t  an elevation of 488 metres. This f igure  is incorrect  tmd should be 6% m., 
base& on a sumey traverse from Junee Cave t o  !Chaaa4-.ilum rrit3 Jmee  Cave a t  an 
elevation of 395 metres. (1,000 f e e t  ). X t  appears t h a t .  t h i s  is much the  same 
height as the "newly discovered" w a l l e t  near Sesame. m a t  fa ,  i f  i t  is a nercp 
6iscover-y. SCS have d0ne.a l o t  of exp-loration in that area  and not a l l  the 
caves tha t  have been found have beefi numbered. Plenty of scope f o r  a deep cave ' 

.but it w i l l  be hard t o  beat Khmnd-dum. ... 
Albert Goede . 

& 

h apology regarding the above-ment ioned conmentra appears in- - this  month 'S 

ed i to r i a l .  :l s l i p  of the f inger  on- the typevri ter?  No! Jus t  a "boo-hoot' on 
- ray par*! LRlcl. -, 

~ i o n a  Skinner, F l a t  2, 561 Nelson ~ o a d ,  Mount Nelson, 7007, 
\ 

.- 

ATPENTION-- Chanm of Meet in&:Phce. . . . , . ., 
. . .  . . . .  ,;: ;? . . . . 

The venue of meekly 7edne$day iiight meetings -has . bem changed. From now on, 
we w i l l  he meeting ak:the-hohe-oY 4 h l r e n  and Ros ,Sk iGer ,  18 Nixon Street., ,  
Sandy Bay, %re are  a l s o . m w e s  f&r Stuar t  Nicholas t o  take. over a s  quarter- ....- 
m ~ s t e r  from B r i m  Coll in i n  the near futpre.  - .  ... ! . . . .. 

. . 
I :  

::le are  extremely gratef,ul  t a  ~ & - i & f i  qnd ~e&e t tg : .Co l l J r : ' f a r  t h e i r  hospi$al i ty . ,  
and ope9 house on U'ednesday:. nights fo'r many years. Also t o  ~ r i a n  f o r  h i s  long 
and valuable service a s  qunrtermaster. His loving rqare of caving equipment and 
careful  planninghas contr4buted a @eat deal  t o  ?.!C exploration act ivTt ies  i q  . . .  

the l a s t  seven years o r  SO. . . . . . . . .  

General meetings m i l l  continue t o  be held on ,the f i . r s t -  Verlnesday of each 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  month (excepting ~ a n u a r y )  and ' their  venue w i l l  be announced i n  the Spiel  ,V :,: 

>: '  . 
. . 

Special  Thanks;- . . ' . - . . . . . .  ,., . . . .  r -  

Are extended t o  Roy S k b i e r :  for ,.the way i n  .- 'Ghich . .  he organised the , d.imual 
dinner.' ,.It ,proved t o  be .a '*ry 'enjoyable evening and obey 3.6' nenbers, including 
represent &i&s , f r o n  our, Maydeh' Br&ch, . . a t  t kndsd.. , Thanks Ray!' . 

. _ . . .  . . I . .  . . 
, . ' .  . . . . .  + 0 + - + - ' +  - + + - + . -  + - + - + - + - + . -  + - + - + 

FAMOUS hnlERICAN C A m  SYSWT\rlS.- 

OHEGON CAVES, RIJsSJ~LL CAVE ADD TDPA~EOS CAVE. 
'$l~p.Orogon Caves a r e  s i tua ted  In  the s t a t e  of Oregon and the area  which was 

decIared a National Monment in 1909, covers 480 gores. The caves themselves 
are  a labyrinthine s e r i e s  of chanbers on four  leuels ,  deep ~ i t h i n  E I i j a h  M t s .  , 

: i n  the Siskiyou Mountains (par t  of the Ioanath Range), 32 kilometres south-east 
of Cam Junctioa in the  errtpene southwestern par t  of the s t a t e .  

The caverns were discovered i n  1874 by E l i j a h  DaaiBson and contain an in te res t -  
ing display of s t a l a c t i t e ,  s t a l a p i t e  and p i l l a r - fo rna t ions .  They are the r e su l t  
of both volcanic and g l ac i a l  ac t iv i ty ,  f o r  the  or iginal  f i s sures ,  made by c m s t a l  , 

nomnents, mere enlarged and decorated by s t r e a m  of g l ac i a l  origin. ,Calciun 
carbonate dissolved f ron the  rock by tbe water was re-deposited i n  other places , 
where the water tras su5ject  t o  evaporation. Som of the  rkposits  have assumed i 

grotesque and failtas-tic shapes, while othem, especial ly  the-n in ie ture  na t e r f a l l sL  
created i n  stone, a r e  cxtrenely.. graceful. The inevi table  descr ipt ive  nanes which. 
have been applied t~ vatidus parts of  the  caverns include -,11ara3ise Lost, Gbaet 
Chamber, Nephes"Grotto, Joaquin Ki l le r s  Chapel and Stans Cradle. The caverns 

Continued Page 8. 
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SOME SOUTH AFRICAN CAVES. 

A t  the end of July, Iwent t o  South Africa f o r  some ten days t o  attend the 
First International Symposium on Cave Biology and Cave Palaeontology a t  a place 
called Oudtshoorn and t o  present a jo in t  paper with Petor Murray an the cave 
bone deposits a t  Ybontagu i n  North-'Jest Tasmania. A report  on the symposium w i l l  
be presented i n  the ASP fletjsletter in the near future.  I also managed t o  get  a 
look a t  some of the country's caves. 

I arrived i n  Johannesburg on Thursday, 31st July, and was met a t  the a i rpor t  
by two -hustralian cavers . One Tiras Dave ITavk, a nenber' of CEGSA, who is  spendklg 
a year i n  South Africa studying f o r  a higher degree (K,sc.) a t  t h e  University oT 
Vitnatersrand - the topic  of h i s  study concerns the evolution of sone caves i n  
the Transvaal. B e  other was h a n s  Kavalieris - a forner  caving conpanion of 
noel m i t e  and brother of Labonis  (u~~atrf ' ) ,  who is  well-born to  many of t h e  
Tasnaninn cavers. h a m  is working as a geoIogist with the Geolo@cal Survey 
and is- stationed a t  Pretoria,  a c i t y  t o  the north of Johannesburg, I was taken 
t o  the University and introduced t o  most of the s t a f f  i n  the Geography Depart- 
ment including D r .  FBrgaret Narker - a kars t  geonorphologist who has been study- 
ing the caves i n  the Transvaal. 
fn the afternoon, I attended a lec ture  on D r .  Narker's favouri te  topic  9 caves 

of the Transvaal - and then v i s i t ed  the palaeontological mseun where work is 
being done on extracti l l6 bones f ron sow of South M r i c a r s  well-lmown cave bone 
breccias fron such fanous s i t e s  as Sterkfontein,  Snartkrans and Krmdraai,~which 
contain r e ~ a i n s  of Australopithecines- - tho Soui;h African Apenan vho l ived  bet- 
veen 1 and 3  illi ion years am.  - These very old cav? f i l l s  have hecone alnost  as 
hara as the or iginal  r w k  and the bones a re  extrenely d i f f i c u l t  t o  exfract . '  Our 
bone depqsits a t  X o n t a ~  a re  very youAng by conparison. - alnost  cer ta in ly  l e s s  
than 100,000 years old. 

- 

The follov~ing day - Friday - me s t a r t ed  the long rtrive t o  Oudtshoorn i n  East 
Cape Province, a distance of some L700 k s .  Apart f r m  rryself, We party in- 
cluded Dave Ramk and Frances Niven - a s t a f f  nenber f r o n  V i t s  University with an 
in te res t  i n  studying cave cl inates .  Ve arrived a t  Oudtshoorn a t  lunchtine on 
Sanday and af t c r  f inding soner;here t o  stay,  went t o  Cc?n,-o Cave f o r  a t ou r i s t  
t r i p .  The cave a t t r a c t s  a laq-e n m b r  of t ou r i s t s  and surface f a c i l i t i e s  are  
excellent with a nodern res taurant  and other aneni t ies  including a large carpark 
and beautifully landscaped o rdens .  The cave is  quite l a r ~ z  and extensive and 
including a n'em discovery nade the previous day is several ki lonetres  Tong. It 
includes large chanbers and impressive fornations but lacking the var ie ty  in 
colour f O U ? ~  i n  the best  of our ? b l e  Creek caves. ~Uso ,  i n  the t ou r i s t  cave a t  
l ea s t ,  nost of the f omation is dead, Another curious fcciture is tha t  since the 
fornations r e r e  forned, a l n r p  quanti ty of agcressive water has f i l l e d  up -md 
flo:;red through the cave par t ly  fl issnlving the fon-ratims. !Ibis ra re  phenonenon 
has given r i s e  t o  sone unusual sculpture. The guidecl tour  is  a mixture of go;\d 
and bad. Quite a lc~t of coloured 1i:yhts a r e  used - not altzzys t o  advantage. Aa 
Ge arrived a l i t t l e  l a t e ,  me nissed out on the 4eginninc of the tour  where a 
d ~ m y  of the ori::ina,l explorer (Van  Zijh) is shown s l i d ing  dovma rope in to  the- 
entrance chanber. In f a c t ,  7e a r r ive1  jus t  i n  time t o  see a l l  the l i gh t s  tuimed 
off and t o  l i s t e n  to  a recorded rendit ion of the South Rfrican Natianal Anthen. 
The reason f o r  t h i s  piece of pa t r io t i sn  vas the f a c t  tha t  it had been m i t t e n  73y 
a native of hd t sh~orn . .  H i s  one t i ne  yesidence i n  the t o m  has been turned in to  
a national shrine, 

It t:le f a r  exd of the t ou r i s t  cave an in t e r e s t i ng  option was offered t o  the 
ynuwer and nore enterpr is ing tou r i s t s  i n  the f orn of a self-~mided tour through 
a squeeze and a s e r i e s  of crawls, c l i : Y ~  and s l ides .  O f  coarse I had to' be in 
it! !!?he whole route was over very highly polished f lo t~s tone  and renarkably clean. 
Even so, i t  didn' t  inprove the ~ooci trousers tha t  I was vearing: 

On Tlmrsday, follmiing the Conferezce, I had another opportunity t o  see C a n s  
Cave. This t i ne  I nas in a caving party and su i tah le  equipped t o  see Cango 2 - 
the extension tha t  was found during Roy Skinner's v i s i t  t o  South Africa three 
years ear l ie r .  At the sane t h e ,  sone of the hardy types nade a quick re turn 
v i s i t  t o  Cango 3 - discovered-the previous Sa tu rby .  As t h i s  entai led a long, 
wet and m l d y  cram1 through a s t rean  passal;e (r7it'n continunus punping to  keep 
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the water dawn t o  a level  where it is just  possiMe to- keep your nose above the 
va te r ) ,  I decieed t o  opt- out of being a hardy type! Besides; what do you do with 
met and m6dy c lo t l~es  when you have t o  t ravel  round with everything in a s ingle  
suitcase? 

C m o  2 was-certainly worth a v i s i t .  It ha6 or iqinal ly  been d i f f i c u l t  t o  m t  into 
'ITUt r~ining operations T-,y t3e- Oudtshown Towist  Authcrity under the energetic IZacT- 
ership of the town clerk, !like Schultz, had turnec? squeezes in to  very confortable 
passages by quarrying away f w r  f e e t  of so l id  flowstone fron the floor.  Unlike the 
fomnt iom i n  the tou r i s t  cave, those i n  Cango 2 ha3 not been affected by resolution 
processes an4 r e re  alive,  wet and sparkling, Really outstan.l.ing features  are the 
spectacular and abundant h e l i c t i t e s  and also the large ca l c i t e  c rys ta l s  ~roming i n  
sane of the pools. A s u r p r i a i x  feature  nas the occurence of nunerous %at skeletons 
scattered throughout the extension, Many of then vere cer~ented into the flovstono 
floors.  TJu~erous phqtograpbs vere taken and a TV reporter fron one of the national 
s ta t ions t r i ed  to  take sorrc n m i e  f i h .  h a l l ,  it ms a very worthwhile v i s i t .  

Saturday norning saw rre several  hundred n i l e s  away i n  the suburb of Cape T o m  
struggling-up a nountain near Kalk Bay hehind P i e t s r  Breecft - a ncrl5er of SAS9 (south 
African SpoIeological Issociat ion)  an3 3y profession, an of'ficer i n  the Smth African 
Navy. Although the c l i &  to  Boonslang Cave was only 1500 f ee t ,  I soon fiiscovered 
€hat P ie te r  vas a eood deal f i t t e r  tbsn I vas. ! h e  cave me were going t o  v i s i t  is 
one of quite a nunhor i n  the Ta?le Kountain Range tha t  nrns fron Cape Tom south t o  
the Cape of Good Hope. The peculiar t h j . ~  a5out these caves, is tha t  they are  not 

- 

in  Iincstone, The rock is' a hard sandstone and lobks nore l i k e  a quartzi te ,  N o t  the 
sor t  of rock you would expect t o  he soluble in va ter  ?U€ there are  i n  f a c t  solution 

-- 
features on the surface - poorly developed karreri and solut ion pa3s. h d ,  -3s I d i s -  
coverecl i n  Boonslang Cave, the caves are  tme solution caves- - not just  rridened- 
f issures ,  A1thoui;h nost of the caves are  not large, they are  well-knomifor t he i r -  
cave fauna rzhich inc1u;les quite a f ev  c3ve adapted species. 7 h i l s t  there, I co$lect- 
ed some ca* cr ickets  f o r  hola Richmds. I a lso  discovered that  the cave is one of 
the nest polluted that  I have seen. It is 1-ittercd vitb enpty %er  an2 vine h t t l e s ,  
t ins ,  wrappers and even ro t t i ng  neat anc? othcr 'fmdscraps.  Broken glass is a najor 
hazard. The f a c t  that  the cave is so cl?se to  the srxhurbs of Cape- Tom has obvious 
disaclvantages. Vane w r i t i n g  is another favourite occupation of the local  yokels. 

lllthough sone local oavers are  !zec~ninl; cnncernec? a3out t5e s t a t e  of the caves i n  
the Table Mountain Range, they have not so far'Cone very nuch a ~ ~ o u t  it. B redeening 
feature' of the cave is that  i t  goes s t r a igh t  throuf;h the mwrtain ancl the oprosite 
entrance offers spectacular views o f  Sinonsto~m and False Bay. 

On Saturday n i@t ,  I nas back i n  Johames7~urg a f t e r  an uneventful fliat fron Cape 
'l?bwn. Having enjoyed the hospi ta I i ty  of Francis Stewart another SAS11 caver and h i s  
fani lg ,  where I stnye-l f o r  the nic5t - I !;rent out mith Inans Ihva l ie r i s  t o  see two 
h.ansvaa1 caves, The f i r s t  m s s  a wild cave a t  'iJonderfontein t o  the south-vest of the 
city,  It mes a arg cave with a conplex network of passaces i n  almost f l a t - l y i q  
dolomite. It's outstanding character is t ics  seen to  5e a mnera l  lack of Aec,~ration 
and cave l i f e  (other th,m bats  ), hans knelz the cave n e l l  as he m d  Francis had 
been napping it. It was jus t  as veil, f o r  I m d s  soon conpletely flishorientei! i n  t h i s  
t n o  dinensiona1 naze mhere one y a s s a p  looks mch  l ike  the other; 

After lunch, me v is i ted  SterAcontein Cave - fnrlous f o r  its bone deposits. ,b a 
touris t  cave it was very badly developed. UhtiP recently, t qu r i s t s  had tr: ty t%rou[* 
it with car5iife 1-s and candles. The cave l i gh t ing  is of  about the sane standard 
as the averat- un~lerl.round rnrnicipal puMic lavatory, The native guide' explained in 
Afrika-ms and had En;;l ish,  the weird anrl wonderful thin@ tha t  can be seen - TT -hag- 
inativc people. You shouldn't .really have t o  go m6eryround i n  Africa to  see an 
elephant 1s behind! 1 s t  a single  mor5 m s  s a i J  a5pcmt the 30ne deposits rhich have 
rrade the cave famous. An in te res t ing  feature  of the cave is that  it Goes dom t o  
aater-table. In the shallow water on the eJ&e of an extensive pool, we could see 
small bliad shrinps w~in! ing  arourl. 

Afterrvrards, we made a quick v i s i t  t o  the s n a l l  rluseua where sone fanc i fu l  m-con- 
structions of the Apenanls way of l i f e  can he seen. Then, back t o  Joha_rlnes'~ur~. A 
few hours' I a t e r  rtld I was leaving the c ~ u n t r y  a t  37,000 f e e t  jm-packed in a meing 
74'7 a ~ d  repetting that  I couldnlt have spent l o r e  t ine  i n  t h i s  in te res t ing  country, 
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The following a r t i c l e  vms compiled by Pe te r  Blurray and supplied f o r  publication 
i n  Speleo Spiel  by i ~ l b e r t  Goede. 

Featured b e l m  are iden t i f ica t ion  lists of two l o t s  of bone nn te r i a l  vrhich have 
been collected by hdrew Skim-dir f ron caves a t  l o l e  Creek and in the Florentine 
Valley i n  recent months . 
LOT' 1: Collected on 20/6/75 f ron a small un-named, un-numberod cave S7.7 of Rowots 

. house i n  the Kubla Khan are?". 

Short-nosed bandicoot (Isoodon obesulus) 
PHALANGERTDSE. 

Bmshtai l  possum (Trichoaurus vulpecula) 
I-ICROP OD I3~u. 

Incisor, possibly of :later r a t  I? ilyJro?-ys) 
c 

LOT 2:. Collected on. 16/8/75 fron JT 86, a G metre deep pothole in the Florentine 
Valley. Located on a ridge near Frizons Road. 
For t r i p  report: See Speleo Spiel  Wo. 105, pp. 4.6. 

T lCHYC LOSS IDU. 
Tlnsmanian echidna (Tachyglossus setosus ) 

omTI!rHoRIIYNCII IDAE . 
Platypus (Ornithorhynchus m a t  inus ) 

DIS WR IDLE. 
Eastern native c a t  (Daswrus quo11) (inmature) 

PERVdIL I D L E .  
Shorknosed bandicoot (Isoodon ohesulus) 

VOhTl3AT TDliF:. 
nombat (7ombatu1 u r s  inus') 

KX R0PODU):iE . 

F.mTDAE . 
Eastern swamp r a t  ( R R ~ ~ U S  lutreolus  ) 

A l l  the species recorded from the two s i t e s  are  s t i l l  l i v ing  today. 
Peter noulg be very pleased t o  be to ld  of any fu r the r  deposits of hones 

t ha t  cone t o  l i g h t  5n t h e  course of fur ther  exploration. However, he prefers 
t o  co l lec t  the na t e r i a l  I rhself  as see i rg  the material  i n  s i t u  can give clues 
as t o  hen the animals died or  as t o  how they reached t h e i r  present posit ion in 
the cave. Tzl the case of the older bones, vrhich may be embedded i n '  cave f i l l  
o r  rock f a l l ,  it is extremely important not t o  co l lec t  indiscriminately. For 
exanple, a deposit i n  Beginners Luck Cave (JF 79) contrined not only bones but 
a l so  charcoal n l~ ich  can he used t o  deternine the age of the deposit 5y Carbon 
14 dating. A charcoal sanple f ron t h i s  s i t e  is a t  present i n  New Zealand t o  be 
dated. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

DID f OU REAR ABOUT . . . . 

The hippie bride? 3he promised t o  love, honou~ and protest! 
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as  seen upside down through a fish-eye l e k .  

I ~ i c l e s  ahout ctwes m e  published L,? sone s t r a m p  places. My at tent ion was 
drmm recently, t o  one tha t  appeaeed i n  vTraveller" - the t rave l  journal of the 
Rrrilvays of Australia (Vol. 1, No. 12, April, 1975). If you haven't heard of 
t h i s  joarnal before - don't worry, nei ther  had I. The t i t l e  of the contribution 
is  ",!estern Australia's South T;'ost Caves are  anon6 the f ines t  in the ::orldIt. 

The a r t i c l e  sports a nap an3 three photographs. The largest  of the photos 
sh& %ta lac t i t e s  and stalagmites ir. the Yallingup Cavett. This masterpiece is 
taken through a fish-eye lens and printed upside down. This is pro3a5ly an in- 
provement on the o r i ~ i n a l  ns many of the s t a l a c t i t e s  appear t o  have been broken 
off. - In  the photograph the broken ends appear as confortable sea ts  t o  sit on: 

The connection Sebeen  the caves and t'ne Rai11:ays of :'iustral.ia is obscure. 
Neither the a r t i c l e  or  the map zives an indication of hm t o   et there 5y t r a i n  
although presuclnbly there is a rai1;;ay connection betneen Perth and Aurwsta. 

The a r t i c l e  i s  m i t t e n  i:l flowery prose. A geological explanation of hon the 
!711 caves Fere formed is tuaranteed t o  baffle any g e o l o ~ f s t  - l e t  alone a layman, 
In Yallingup Cave's Chnnher of Flysterics "the ~ ~ 1 1 s  are  decorated with rryriads 
of pure vhi te  stalactites r ~ e e n 3 l i n g  coral and perfect carvi:z,y, yhi le  p a c e f u l  
folded sham, seni-trazlspsrent n:ld with vandyke edi;es , Fanc- s o f t l y  f ron the roof 7 
?ell  - it ;ioulclnlt do t o  have them hanging e t  a l l  hardly, abuld i t ?  In ,ease you 
haven't heard of ttvandykc edges" - nei ther  have I! 'le alwtlys s t a y  away from the 
edges so perhaps we never got close enou$~ t o  observe one! 

Augpsta J e ~ e l  Cave has "the norld 's  largest  s t ran ,  a s t a l a c t i t e  nearly 60 Q. 

long, backed by four. sna l l e r  s t r a m  of del icate  a r t i s t r y "  and also I1fn another 
sect  ton a brond s'?eet of f lmstone  resei-13lin:: a Prozen waterfal l  r i s e s  91.5 n. 
above the still waters of a large c rys ta l  lake". It .r?ould scen ' that  7A caves 
are nodest i n  t h e i r  c l s ins  f o r  norid records. Perhaps soneone i n  the raf lway 
off ice ha? a problen -;rith t h ~ i r  rzetric conversion? 

"The Yanchep park has a hotel  ancl tvo .pest houses t o  acconodate v i s i to r s ,  as  
n c l l  as a golf course, tezrlis courts, a r t i f i c a l  lake and snirming poolN. It is 
ny suggestion that you c a ~ p  when you go t o  Yanchop as  there cannot be much roon 
l e f t  in the hotel  RnCl , p e s t  houses a f t e r  acco~llodatin~ the bther anenities that  
are  l i s t e d .  

Tel l ,  there you arc! The a r t i c l e  co:vAudks by saying tha t  "every one of 
7iestern Australia's caves presents n different Bind of cham or Seauty an? thore 
is no sense of repet i t ion t o  the v i s i t o r  bent on seeing then all t1! It 'll take 
a l i t t l e  t i ne  t o  see then a l l  of course, so nake your  rail^,-ay reservations nox! 
They probably v o ; ~  't ;;et you there Iwt it n i l 1  hc fun trying! Homver, don't 
forget t o  get your l a t e s t  issue of Traveller - "a congenial conpanioo f o r  those 
nho journey f crtl ! 

NO% The Editor would l i k e  to qpologise t o  Alhert f o r  any fyplw nistnlces - 
or errors  tha t  nay have occured i n  e i the r  o f  h i s  co: l t r iht ions.  My 
de-coding of the aupylied hand-:mitten manuscripts is v i r tua l ly  a 
fool-proof system but even the experts can nake tt?700-hoo6t1. Also, i f  
Kerry :Tilliamson ~ o u l c !  care t o  corlnent on the '!A caves a r t i c l e ,  ve 
nould Ye pleassrl t o  hear from ym. 

I 

+ - + - + - + - + * + - + + - + - + - + - + - + - + . - +  , 

f r n D  /;F.TOTHER LIIUGH? - 
Did you hear the one about the laqrer  ~ 7 i t h  a reputation f o r  alvays 

crossinb- every ttitt and litti? Re had h i s  car  struck f r n r ,  the  rear  by a woman 
motorist on a crorrded expressmay. He imed ia t e ly  jmped .fro11 h i s  car  n i t h  % . . 
Polaroid Lmd c.mera, took pictures of the two cars fro2 d i f fe ren t  w l e s  then 
produced' a tape recorder and Se, :an dictat ing:  "This is Tred Rloggs, I :an on 
the ex-pressway a t  5:29prt. on :14oml~y, Septen5er 23, 1975. My ca r  has just  been 
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h i t  in  the rear  hy a car driven by . . . . . . .': and a t  t h i s  he handed the mike 
t o  the other driver. 

Wood heavens!" she gasped. "live h i t  Jmes  Bond!" 

Party: Laurie Moody, Stuart  Nicholas (TCC) , Max L3 Tin Jef f r ies  , Johnny Miller 
and Michael Bronf ield. 

'uTa arrived a t  the Haydena har r ie r  a t  9.30an. i n  high s p i r i t s  and with our 
fingers crossed. After s ipi ,?~;  the book, me headed f o r  Chrispls Road Eind l e f t  
our cars on the road damnhill fron Sesane One. 1.Je soon reached the a l l y  t o  
the north of t h i s  cave snd i n  no time a t  a l l  reached the f i r s t  of the wfind.s" 
fron the previous v i s i t .  I checked out the f i r s t  'wt it didn't go very  f a r  a t  
a l l .  It was un-nunhered. ;Je then rioved on and skir ted the base of a snnl l  . 
l i n e ~ t o n e  c l i f f  where JF 203 rms noted, then around the corner .;;re found the 
objective of our t r ip .  It was rather  inpressive if nothing else! Inagine the 
&roam of dejection when a netal  tag  ?!caring the m h e r  JP' 207 r a s  f ina l ly  
found! It E Volterra!! 

Feeling sonemhat deflated, we then noved down in to  the gully and while the 
others scrub-hashed uphil l  t o  the east,  Flichael an4 n p e l f  checkeci out another 
sna l l  swallet. It proved t o  have one sizcnl!le chamber and a depth of approx. 
20 netres. No sign of a nm3er coulc2 l7e found. 

Leavisl~ ?*?&X, Stuart ,  Tin  and Michsel t o  check out another sna l l  pot, John 
m d  nyself headed up above the ridge overlying Trolterra but it nas at about t h i s  
point that the linestone disappeared. 7 e  headed 3ack i n  the direction of  Cave 
H i l l ,  picked up the (one of)  creek min& d m  t o  Sesme and eventually linked 
up with the other party. So mch f o r  that! 

Over lunch, r e  discussed the f e a s i b i l i t y  of investigating the b ig  l a ~ d s l i p  
below ',Jherrettts Lookout. I'Iax had Ijeen there once 3efore but had gone up thru 
the scrul~.  It was  therefore decided tha t  m had nothiy; t o  lose but o u r  (ny) 
reputation and t h i s  was where ve headed. 

Leaving the cars a t  the hotton of The Gap, just  past Lady Binney Corner, r e  
soon located the botton end of  the landslip which stretches f o r  about 1.3 kilo- 
netres. We also discovered that the easiest  route was via the sna l l  strean , 

vhich runs donn the centre of t h i s  s l ip .  To cleviato a foot e i thc r  s7ay off t h i s  
strean rremt that you irmediatcly sad! into decp, yollow, gooey nud - Suk! 

Eve~ltually, me reached an area directly beneath the poitlt of the lmdsl ip .  
Throui;hout the uphil l  t rek  we had noted with awe the demstat ioa caused by thia 
act of nature. Massive t rees  had Seen picked up 'and scattered l ike  matchsticks. 
Mud was  evident on sone of the sunriviry; t rees ,  up t o  I0 nctres above the %me. 
To fu l ly  appreciate the force of qud and vmter tha t  mst have heen released, me 
must v i s i t  the scene i t s e l f .  

Nso a t  t h i s  point, rre noted a very interest ing display of fossiIs- on mdstono 
which was apparently unearthed hy the s l ip .  Sone are perfect specimens. Ve 
could proceed no fur ther  due t o  a smnl1 c l i f f  and it was then tha t  me clinbed 
the bank and entered the rainforest.  Joh? headet! b m h i l l  s l i & t I y  and soon 
announced tha t  he had located a hole. Ronever, Flax headed up t o  vhere-he had 
noted one on h i s  previous visit and John's was f o r ~ o t t e n  when Max hollered, - - .  - 
"Cone and l i s t e n  t o  thip"! 

By using the "dray a rock and l i s t e n  n e t M W  ke were soon able t o  deternine 
that we had a Itdeepie" - no rgatter hot7 unrelyable t h i s  nethod is. Ye t h m  se t  
off around the ridge on the sale level  i n  no tint? me had locate5 a t  l eas t  
a dozen shafts  of nhich four vere at leas t  30 - 35 netres f o ~  the f i r s t  pitch. 
The pitches are nostly a l l  free-hangers and should provide some good-sport f o r  
those interested i n  ver t ica l  caving. The remainirq shafts  vary b$wwen 20-25 
metres i n  depth. 

Continued on Pace 8. 
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T R E '  REPORT Co:lt; 

Gradually, we worked our may hack dom the val ley notin;; several  sna l l  pots. 
Finally, a f t e r  n e g o t i a t i n ~  a ra tber  deme pocket of horizontal scru3 ,' r e  arrived 
hack a t  the landslip ?mt on a nuch l m e r  level. The linestono s t i l l  continued 
t o  outcrop a t  t h i s  point. 1111 in a l l ,  things t u n e d  c?ut a I d  b e t t e r  than we 
expected: and the day was f a r  fron being a disappointnent. 

Laurie E'loody. 

I'TOTE: - I have since Seen able to  es tab l i sh  tha t  t h i s  region was apparently - 
surface trogged, by Yeain Kie-mn sorre years ago and "le a l so  reported 
the existence of deep shaf t s  i n  t h i s  area. X e t h e r  these are the sane 
ones has yet t o  be sorted out. LREiI. 

Cont ; 

have a constant temperature of ahout 9.5 degrees Celsius and are  e l ec t r i ca l ly  
illuminated. 

Russell Cave. 
This cave is one of the nost recent t o  he the s ta tus  of a National 

ITonuiient. This event took place i n  1'361. The aree protecting t h i s  cave covers 
310 acres. Russell Caye is s i tuated near Rric1,yeport i n  nwthern ;lla3aaa, and 
is a par t icular ly  f ine  a rchaeolo~ica l  s i t e  shoving evidence of almost constant 
hunan habitation fron about 8000 BC t o  1650 J !  (dates e s t a b l i s k d  hy the radio- 
active-carbon qetho2). Tho cave 77as excavate$. by an expedition sponsored by the 
National Geographic Society i n  1355-56. The Indian inha l~ i tan ts  of the cave i n  
the pcriod of nenrly 10,000 years of occhpation aere  a t  a re la t ive ly  sirlple hunt- 
ing and f ood-gather- stage of culturc. 

T inpanocos Cave. r 

This par t icular  cave i n  Utah, r a s  declared n National ~lo1xmer-k i n  1922. The 
reserve covers an area c~f 250 acres. The cave i t s c l f  contaPns a s e r i e s  of smll 

. exquisitely decorated mc?er~;.rounl! chanbers i n  ?~eds  ~f linestone v i t h i n  the slope 
of 12,000-foot LTount Tinpanogos, The cavd e1cvati.w is around 6,700 ft;  i t 's  
entrance is reached by a 2 ki lonetre  valk, with a cli'nb of allout 1,000 f e e t  fron 

, .the headquarters area on Al?erica Fork Creek. This cave is v e l l - l i t  by e l e c t r i c  
, 1i~;ht ing.  Vuch of the cave's i n t e r io r  is covered by pink and vhi te  translucent 

crystals ,  vhich g l i t t e r  anl  sparkle l i ke  jewels. There arc a l so  notabIe large- 
scale features - Chocolate FalIs ,  the Jeiwl Box and the Great Heart of Tinpano- 
$OS. 2oads hranchinz f rcn highvays be'hmen S a l t  Lake City and Prmo leacl t o  the 
Elonunent . 

LW!. 

+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-++-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+,+-+,+,+,++-+-+-+-+ 

Tony Culberg reports that  a brief v i s i t  nas nade, t o  the nem area below 
. . i,7herrete's Lookout on 0ctol)er 4th. One shaf t  :7aS descc,,ded to. a depth of 

.25 metres by lac1.dcr and it appears t o  continue - dam: Tony vent on t o  say 
tha t  he.yas venj ir~pressed by the shaf t s  ant! the nanc (S) ttPerforafiions" or  
tfPerforation Ridge't has heen s ~ ~ y g e s t e d  f o r  t h i s  area. 3 more concentrated 
e f for t  w i l l  be made on Octobex 18-19th. (K.D. - eat  your heart  out! ) 

TRIP mFORTS, T R P  REFORTS - ;ERRE ,LIE ALL THOSE BLOODY T R I P  IBJ'ORTS?????? 
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by your Northern Speleo Ferret .  

Hugh King and Jed Butler  report  t h a t  several  t r i p s  have been nade t o  Kubla 
Khan, nainly f o r  photographic purposes. JeCi has now l e f t  f o r  Northern NSV t o  
seek h i s  fortune orange picking. A t  h i s  farewell  party, h i s  s i ze  14 boots 
were nailed t o  the top of a Hydro pole! Jecl has v i s i t ed  Yarrangobilly but 
informs us t h a t  he was not very inpressed, 

LAUNCESTON SFE'EIZO CLUB. 

Roy Kearnes reports several  t r i p s  t o  the Xole Creek area,  including Kubla. 
LSC a re  soon t o  publish a year-9001c, including some photographs. A display 
was recent ly  held in the northern Regional Library fea tur ing  t r o g g h g  gear and 
photographs. The second annual dinner was held a t  the  Tom House Hotel. 

Andrew Skinner. 

MOLE CREEK - 27/28 Scptenher. 

Party: Andrew Pc Ros Skinner, Tony Culberg, Therese Goede, Ruth Stephenson,' 
Fe te r  %tts(TCC), prospectives D. Caneron and P. Ful ler ton and students 
f ron  Geilston Bay Kigh School. 

On Saturclay, several  caves i n  the Caveside area mere trogged. Honeyconh I, 
The Arch, Fyranid and Spider Cave were vis i ted.  This took place llcf ore lunch. 
In  the afternoon, 'Jet Cave was entered a s  f a r  a s  the rockfa l l  and Tailender I 
was a l so  v i s i t e d  as  f a r  a s  the  rockfa l l  hut deep water prevented access t o  
Tailender 11. 

On the Sunday, Croesus Cave received a v i s i t  going a s  f a r  a s  the April Fool 'S 

turn-off and the  sca l ing  pole was dul$ renoved, A so l i d  veekend's trogging! 

Bnclren Skinner. 

Nax J e f f r i e s  repor ts  *hat nenbers have heen joining together with TCC hods 
and doing t h e i r  c a v w  with then most of the  t ine.  !Ten?,crs are enthusias t ic  
about the  holes 5elow Vherrktt 's Lookout and a r e  expected t o  jo in  t j i th  the TCC 
assau l t  i n  nid-October. 

JUNEE HOlrlESTEAD; - work on the homestead i t s e l f  is heing c ~ r r i e d  out when -- P 

n e a l ~ r s  a re  able  t o  f ind  t i n e  and i f  anyme can supply 
na t e r i a l s  e.g. wire (chicken), t i n3e r  etc.  l e t  us knon! 

CONGR1TULYlTIONS are  extended t o  Janet and Sinon Stephens on the  b i r t h  of t h e i r  
p- 

daughter. Janet  and the %a!x are  doing fine! 7e don't h o w  
about Sinon though! 




