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FORWARD PROGRAMME,

Weld River:~ Leader: Albert Goede
Khazad-dums:— Leador: Stuart Nicholas '
Kubla Ehan:— Leaders: Andrew Skinner & Tony Culberg
. Junce Arca:~ To investigate 20m shaft found Jan, 31st. Looks
good - could be more, Leader: Laurie Moody .
Long Weckend Trip to Exit - Labyrinth, Leader: Andréw Skimer

February 7-8

. February 14-15-
February 21-22
February 21

Feb-March 28-1

March 3 ~ General loeting:~ 1 Randall Strect, Sandy Bay. I have bcen in-
: structed o advise you that no apologices will be accepted ~ be
there! .
March 6=7 ~ Herberts Pot:~ Leader: Petor Shaw
March 13-14 -~ Mavdena Arecas-= Leader:s Tony Culberg

APPROACHING TVENTS,

April 17-20 - - EASTER - Bxit, Loader:’ Adrian Davey (VSA)
May 1-2 ' = Scarch & Rescue Excrcise. More news next issue.
Hoay - . -~ Date to be announced. REither an extended stay in Exit or
' .- . awcck on Maria Island, Leaders: Skinner & Moody.
- 4 =+ e 4+ =+ = 4 et -+ =+ =+ =+ = F =+ = 4+ - +
Editorial.

The Christmas-Now Year: period saw very little in the way of spclcological activ-
ity.  However, thc cnd of Januery saw a mass invasion of the Junce-Florentine by
onc of the largest partlos to visit the arca for some time. A promisc of ‘things™
to ¢ome? Let's hope so! Although this particular trip was in & tourist vein, two,
no - three discoveries werc madé. The hole that I discovered in November was duly
investigated and went - nowherc, & 20m shaft was lpcated and this looks good, and
2 small cave in the Florcntine was investigated and despite an obstacle which has
yet to be negotiated - has two promising lcads boyond, There arc a number of
trips in the ncar future and to a varicty of arcas., Give the trip lcaders support
and go along. Incidentally, TCC nccds a blood transfusion! If you know of anyone
who might be intcrested in caving - bring them ﬂloqg to the noxt mecting, You can
assure then of a good welcome! .

e L L LU,

Ammwal Geﬂeral neotlng.
Merbers are reminded that the A.G.M. will be held at 8pm on Wednesday, 3lst of

March, As this is o particuldrly important meeting all those who can possibly
nake it should attend. Maydena Branch members are also asked to attond if at all

possible,
As is the cormon practlcc, the A.G.M1. will be held at 8 Bath Strect, Battery Pt.

S T T e T T S

ASF NEVS $ The club has reccived a letter fron the EBditor of “the ASF Newslotter

asking that a delegate be nominated to supply ¢ludb nowa for the Down
Urder All Over scries. If a peombor could veluntoer to carry out this inportant
task it would be appreciated. The Surmer issuc is now at the printers aQﬂ featurcs
an article on the Junce-Florcentine,
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FLYING S.UCERS

SECRET BASES HIDDEN UNDERGROUND.,

UF0 basecs underground, nay sound a little far fetched but there is a nounting -
store of evilence suggesting that this night well be true. The clues that sparked
off the new theory stem from the ancient legends about dwarfs and goblins who lived
underground. Wien Dr, Morris Jessup, a fannus US UFOlogist, began scarching for
the links between "little ren fron flying SuuCOIS" AND THER LITTLE MEN OF LEGEHD
amaZ1ng facts began to enery

Dr. Jessup started thlqklwr that he was on the right track vhile studying the cavo
systens in Europc and South America that were linked with stories of "niini nmex",
fud that rost of then were carved out by hishly skilled rmasons betwoen 10,000 anu
20,000 years ago, in fact, the glazc on the wa11s indicate that a type of laser
boan was usedy 80 it woulf1 be gtupid to think that they were fa.:z,h:o.onef1 by prinltlvc
cave-Tien.

‘This night have remained a matter of speculation but for sbre dlsc§vcr1ns nadc
roccntly by Chinese archaenlagists investigating caves on the border of China and

Tibvet, They wuncoverced an incéredible collection of dises dating back at Tcast some

12,000 years. They had hnles and grooves like gramaphone records and when clectric—
ally charged - vibrated violently.

The world's oxperts have so far failed to work out what they are but they refute
the pogsibility of then dbeing nade by prinitive cave-nen. Who-over inhabited the
cave must have been highly dovelnped, That conclusion, recached by tﬁe’arcbacolog-
ists made the next discovery all the nore intriguing., Wot far from the discs, they
found the skoletons of mamy nen - all no nore than four fect tall with huge cran-
igms,

French archaeologlst, Henri Lette, stumbled onto and up to this time, unsuspec%eQ

cave system in the Sahara and was amazed to find beautlfully executed frescods de=— . :

picting men in space suits, similar to those found in Japan, Russia and Australia,

At the time, the doctor was careful to avoid speculation except to wonder how
such similar pictures camc to be acattercd so widely arbund the world, Then it hi%
him -~ the common denominator was caves and he bégan checking modern UFO-sightings |
mgre carcfully, The facts tell their own story; of the UFO's 31ghtcd, an 1ncrod-
ible number have heen necar caves or extensive undorground workings,

:Onc report had special significance for him. Twvo miners who clalmcd to have seen
a saucer land near a minc in Caledonia, Canada, said that three small men omerged-
and they were all wcarlng hats similar to those worn by mincrs, with amber lights
at thc peak. ’ ' i

‘Anothér mlne, ‘another UFO, but to date, thousands of sightings have becn reported
in similar regions, including WN.S.W. and Qucensland.

Dr, Jessup's thcory would ccriainly explain the strange markings high in the Andes
and other mountainous regions of South America. Though many of thousanda of years
old, they are clearly dircctional signs and can only be scon from the air. His ideca
is supportod by the fact that incoxplicable electrical humning n01qcs have been heard
“from caves in the areca.

And they arc not just the 1mag1n1ngs of loecal natives, Expcrloncod speleologiats,
who have delved in the depths of the world's deepest caves, have reported hearing
strange hurm and babbling sounds like pceople talking, But keeping to facts which
socn to support the "men from undergrouni” theoory, here are three that are real

ertongh, though all hard to explain., First there ig the extreme purity of the air
’13 rost caves., OSome arc totally devoid of any pollen dust or any other pollutants,
for which there can only be two cxplaqatloq Bither theore is o reservoir of purc
air inside the earth or the air is punped in! How and by whon? Second; therc are
thh vertical shafts often many kilometres long rising from the hovels of the earth
vhich arc as sioothly polished as shotegun barrels, and arc complotely straight and
gymetrical, It is rcasonable to belicve that they could be entrances to sone vast
urerground coriplex, " '

Lould this explain why -

- vast arcas of land are sinking into the earth?
- such places Dovil's Triangle exist? Ships and plancs CANNOT be sucked into a
solid, Maybe this is how air is punmped into the carth, The air being filtered

by the watcr would hecome cxtremely purc. .

v,



AMATEURS CAVE
Gunns Plains, Tas.

EXPLORED TCC/NC 17-575
PLAN VIEW ASF GRADE 2
DEPTH 30 METRES LENGTH 100 METRES
DRAWN A.D.SKINNER 26176
ASF SYMBOLS

4% BLOCKS
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MALODOROUS CAVE
Mole Creek, Tas.

EXPLORED TCC 30-575
PLAN VIEW ASF GRADE 21
DRAWN A.D.SKINNER 26-176
LENGTH 60METRES

RESURGENCES

o,

ENTRANCES

20METRES
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" If sur out-of-space caretokers wanted to study our every noVeﬁenté,'would it not
be easier from inside of the earth rathdr than fron the depths of" space?

(The abowve articlec was taken from "Insight" magazine which is the niagazine of the =
School Invostigations Connitteo of‘Acrial Phenomena). Conplinents of Therese Goedo. \

Editor's Noto: Corrrents are 1nv1ted on this one and will be publlshed in the noxt
Spiel,
. R I I T N S T SR S I S SN S

EXIT CAVE (Tasriania) HAS LOST ITS CROWN!!
by Albert Goede,

Exit Cave is no longer the longest cave in the Southern Henisphere, . That rocord
has now gone to Papua New Guinea, Menbers of the British Spoleoslogical Expeditish
to the area, which has just cone to an ond, failed to find the deep caves for whlch
they. were looking. Instead, they discovered an oxtensive horizontal systen -
Selnirmm Ter - which has now be surveyed to over 20 lkms., although the oxact
length is not yet known,

The following details have been gleancd fron the two references given at the end
of this article., The cave occurs in the Tinim Tel area = an arca ovn a high plateau
above the Hlndenburg Wall - 50 xﬁs. of cliffs and stoop escarpments’ anﬂ over 800z
high,

- The cavc is ﬂevolopeﬂ in Tertlhry linostone, The entrance is avsuall hole with a
strong draught and the systen is quite comploxs with one single passage about 3.5
ks, long. The passages arc very large and are cormonly nore than 30 wide and 30m
hlgh.' Apparnntly the cave has considerablc depth potential but no great depth tras
achiévcd. Davies' articlo in the B.C,R.,A. Bulletin shows three photographs giving

a gond 1wpr0931nn af the large size of the passages in thoe systen.

The bones of a fossil whale were found inbedd-d in the rock and were exanined by
Dr,. Rod Wells, vho nade a gpecial trip fron Adelaide., He is well-known for his ex-

‘cavatlons in the Victorla Cave at Naracoorte. He nearly care to grief in Selminun
Tenr as he was caught in a flash flond and had a narroT escape, '

~The cxpedition's geologist, Steven .Crabtrec, fell about 6 retres off a rock 31ab
1. 5 ki, fror the cntraHCe and gustained serious facial 1njurles, bru1°1ng and con—
cussion.

The deputy lcaﬁcr of the expoﬂltlan, An€lrev Bav1s, and his w1fe, rtade & llghtning
vigit.to Tasnania for a quick Inok at Ixit Cave, A mumber of Hobart cavers were
able to seec a seloction of slides of tbe actIVItIPS of the expedition, :

Roferences: A ,

Daviés; G,M,s 1975 (compiler): British Speleological Expoditinn fo”Papua New
e Guinca. Progress up to éarly Septenber., B.C.R,A, Bulletin No,
e 10 (Wovember 1975), 22-24..

Wilde, K.A., 1975: Prelininary results fron the British Speleolﬁg1c~l Exped.
' : to Papua Now Guinea, Nuigini Caver 3 (4), 109-110.

B L T e e T I e T e T T N

TWO BIOLOGICAL FINDS AT IDA BiY,

by Albert Goéde.

'Tvvo interesting finds were nmade at Ida Bay on the weekend of 15-16 Novenber, 1975,
vhen Dr, Cliff Ollier and Dr. Aola Richards, who were here to assess ‘the Ila Bay |,
Caves -Reserve proposal on behalf of the National Parks, were taken on guided tours
of Exit and Mystery Creek Caves. o o

In Mystery Creck Cave, three specinens of a new cave-adapted species of harvest-
nan were discovered by Therese Goede who acconpanied Anla Richards on a collectiig
trip, The specirens have. heen identified by Glenn Hunt of the Australian Muscun as
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belonging 'to a new specics of the genus Lomenella, It is sinilar to but not the
sarte as annther new cave-adapted species discovered five years ago, also by Therese,
in King George V Cave at Hastings,

The three SPOCI“OHS she cnllected were all fenales and before a species can be
described, speciriens of hoth scexes r*’mull be knom, so Thercse is ﬂ01np bach to
Mystery Creck €ave to hunt for nales

In Bxit Cave, Cliff Ollier found a l&rve fos5il hone lying o1 o slopiqg slab of
linnestome about 5 metres past Kellers Squecze at the beginning of the Canp Pie
Circuit. The hnne was identificd by Peter Murray as part of an cxtinct browvsing
kangaroo, ‘belonging to the genus Sthenurus. These aninals stood up to 2.5 Tetres.
tall and were considerably larger and nore nassive than the Forester Kangaron. The
hme is in a heautiful state of preservation and a thin coating of cenented sandy
sedinent on the outsidc suggests that it cores fron a cave £fill. A fresh fracture
at one end of the bhone indicateos that it was recently broken. We suspect that sone ™
caver found it sticking out of the cave sedinent in the vicinity and hroke it off.
It was probably carried a short distance and then left dbehind., A quick search in
the immediate vicinity of the find was not successful and was herpered by lack of
tine, Albort Goede and Peter Murray would dearly love to khow vhere this partice
ular speciren cane from., The anly possible entrances into that part of the cave
are vertical, as it is a long way below the surfacce, It is 1likely that the aninal
" fell Hown a shaft, If the source of the bhohe can be found, there is an excellent
chance of findling a corplete skelcton. Anyone knowing anything about the source
of this partcular Hone is asked to contact Alhert.

If ‘we don't hear from anyone in the necar future, we plan to organise a seurch in
the v1c1n1tJ of the find,

; 4 = k= 4 = =~ F - b - = A o o # ket o=t -k

TOURISH AND EXIT CAVE.

by Roy Skimmer,

- An. assessnent of comnments fron visitors and of ny ohscrvations, indicates that my
Adwenture Bxcursisns at Exit Cave are proving a link hetveen the casual cave vigit-
or and the sporting raverﬂcer.

A tyrical reactina is that from a group of 17-18 year olds vho,” after havmb got
theomaclves suitably rmidy and done their share of slithering around slippery sloyes,
cxprosse? vigorous opposition to tha idea »f any tourist "developnent" for Bxit
Cave, ‘ .

' ("You can get all that fronm Hastings - it would take all the fun out of itm)
Annther fron an Xﬁorlcal v1s1t7r T . . & the nost knﬂlluraleF caving experlcnco
wo have over hall"™

This kind. of redction expresses exactly the. concept of the need for such a 11nL.
gnﬂ on appreciation of a ninderate alternative cave experience,

Duc to digpensation ~f advaince infornation, I have so far fHund that rv cléente
ig autonatically selective, and I arm please? to re; »t that I have found a compIe
ely unaninous respect for, and awvareness of, cave enviromrent and ecvlo;y; An 111~
ustration ~f" the paychological effcect of a "7116ernog " cave towm, is that By allow-~
ing unfeticred activity around the lower, strean-Ievel scetions, I have no diffic-
ulty in inposing discipline around the vulnorable formation arcas vhere 1ntent10nal'
or accidental danage c¢~uld occur. Of course, there are not too pany caves to which
v Drand of cave tourism can ho aprlied, but because of its characteristids, Exit
Cave is ideally suitahle,

S A zy-nroﬂuct of this active participation type of cave experience 1s an fheline
at1“n in sone people to venture further, vhich I an sure will ultinately rosult ln
rpcruitnent for caving groups.

- It secns unlikely’ that the denand to visit Bxit Cave will hecone very ‘intense in
the inmediate future, and I cannot cavisage 4 mass tourism huild-up within the next
say five to ten years. Heamhile, 2 stealily rrowing rucleus of Jdevotees will
ererge vho will support the intercsts of not only Exit hut other caves which nay

~come under threat of one kind or another, S
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-:WHRT HAPPENED AT THE WOLLONGONG ASF COMMTITTER MEETING.

by Tony Culberg, Sccretary ASF,

1) The anmmual capitation fee was increased to 83.00 per full nenber. Of this,
© 32,00 has heen allocated to the A3F Newsletter. -
2) 'Soe constitutional ansndnents were passcd. Thesc were »f an adnlnlstratlve
nature only; full details are available from the Scecrétary.
3) --An anount of %300 was lent to UASS to help publish Australian Speleology 1972,
4) Pat Pullerton and Tony Culberg azreed to edit Australian Spelcolosy 1973.
5) 4n adhoé conrrittoe to praduce a discussion paper nn publication policy was
forred = Tony Culberg and Lex Browm are rumning this and would like to hear
from you,
Sovoral officers, in their rOﬁértg, larrentod the lack of fecﬂhuél fron nany
8ocietics & members céoncerning their particular tasks., In varticular, the
-elitor and the congervation secretary would like to hear of any itens of
interest.
7) Sone discussion on incorporation of ASF occurred, Any people with ideas on
this should let the Sccretary know, ' T
Bach delemate was aske’ to ensurc that his cluh discussed in Aepth the matters
raised at the cormitiee meeting an? also to ensurc that all letxcrs ete. fron
AST to clubg were discussed, at neetings.
9)  Baptist Caving Association (USW) was voted in as a full nenher of ASF,

8)

R T T i e . T S i T P

TRIP REPORTS,
HMOLE, CREEK ~ 6-7 Deceriher, 1975.

Party: Albert Goede, Ruth Stephenson anl Peter Watts,
' We left Hohart on Saturlay norning after searching in vain for Brent MNight-
ingale whon we were supposel o mcet at the ferry terninal. On arrival at Mole
Crock, we vent straight to Mersey Hill vwhere we requested permiission fron XKen Miles
to visit Merscy Hill Cave. Then a long valk dovm the hill towards the Merscy vhere
we found the entrance without difficulty. We even found the cave nurboer hanzing
precariously fron one scrov vhich goes to show that people vho are in a hurry to
muher 100 caves don't alwoys do it welll! '
Quite a hWit of tine was spent in the first part of the cave losking at the
various side passages. We even (‘.1;,covorefT the upper level passare that goes to T‘o
Dungeon hut didn't go dowm into it for lack of ladder.,

‘ Three years ago, I had starte? re-surveying the cave with field assistant,
Adrian Brwilen and gnt as far as 287 nietres. The only pre-existing survey vas a
rather posr quality one and 1300erotv. It was dmme 7y a group of Lhuncostop Qover
Scouts in 1957, vho surveyed 542 nctres of passage.”

T Ve made our way to the ond of the re-surveyed sectinn and were surpriﬂeﬂ’fhe
picce of paper with the station no, (16) siill there under a stone where it had been
left sone three years ago. YWe continue? the survey using oronge plastic narkers with
ruriched munbers as station narkers, They were pecred domm with galvanised ndils, Ve
nataged to get as far as station 45, surveyed another 229 nctres to bring the total
length of the new survey to 516 netres. Our courage failed vhen we rcached the Nut~
cracker, vhich is still a consilerable distance from the end, There is_a good chance
that a conplete survey of the cave will reach 1,000 rnetres. This rnakes it a major
gysten, Rather surprising when you comsiter how rarely it is visited by cavers. Cur
survey also included z ruddy side passame lealing off to the left sorevhere necr the
“"Frozen Brovm Waterfall"., At the far end there is a heautiful white fornation forme
ed Wy Aescending water which has pools with the same crystal formations as 'the top
of the "Snovhanlz" in Croecsus., Unfortunatcly, the formation has hecn rather nuddied,
The cave tends to Aiscouramge cxploration to the end as it is charactarised by prog-
re331vnlJ'Wetter and tighter cravls - all with gravel floors which is really hard on
the lowees.

Wren we reached the iole Creck Hut, we found tHrnc UISTSS cavers alrca'y in poss—
casion., They were Alan Warill, Lym anl a third hod vhose nane I cannot renermher.
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- Hodart after a pleasant and profitable weekend.

hone late Swxlay after a slightly ned "t enjoyeble weckend,
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They had Boen caving in the Mole Creek arca for about & week and planmed to stay a
few days longer.

The following rorning, Alan and Lymn kindly offered to take us to Genghis Khan,
a cave nnae of us hald seen. The track to it is rather ohvious and susmests 4 fair
armount of traffic in receat years. It is an »~utstonling fornation cave - the helie-
tites anl aragonite clusters are really hard to heat, The threec ~f us hegan an orgy -
of photograprhy, kinlly assisted by Alan and Lynn vho had done theirs the day hefore,
As it turned out later, the results vere very satisfactory,

. Im the afternoon hefore going hone, I pronised Alan & Co, to chow theri.vlere
Herberts Pot was, as they wanted to see it. Unfortunately, I made the nistake of
trying to approach it from South Hole Crcek, The girls wiscly stayed with the oars
and Petor goon wearied of the chase, as it was rather a hot aftermoon,

The rermaining threce of us got ourselves entangled in some really feroclous scrus
vith a vory solid understorey of blackberries. Pven*ually, we founl quite a sizeable
creclk Twing into a large depressinn which we assuned ~ wrongly as it turned out - °
to be Herherts Poct, We tried to follaw dovm the strean hut the »lackberries beat usl,
We *hon attenpted a ciréwmavigation of the d-linc on the theory that if it was
Horborts, there ousht to be an access traclk to the entrance, Oz all sides was an-
inrenetrable nass of blackherries - a crcdltable initation of the apprraches to Briar
Rose's cagtle, ¥e 4id establish hovever, that quite a simmificant stream disappears
uaicrgrounﬂ and that it was not Herherts Pvt' Ye eventually nade our way back to the
cars by neans of a rather eesier route., The disappearing strcam is wvorthy of further
investigation »:t a flanethrover is recorriended. The three of us finally returned to

Albert Goedo.
FLOFSNTINE ~ Jan, 3lst-Feb. lst,

Partys:s Thorese Gaede, Leuric IHondy, Stuart Nichnlas, Charles Franklin, Jin Stockton,
Jill Beswiclk, Vincent Snith, Bill Nicholson, Brent Nightingale, Dave Martym
and Geoff (?) - from 5SS, s and Andrew Skinner (nlus Ailsa), Max Jberlos,
Phillip Voss, Michael Bronfield and "Boo-hoo" (?7), MBICC.

Sat: Inoked at & hnle that Leurie had found sone time heforre. Frospects good but
Foar necessary ond this had heen loft at the car, 8o it was deeiled to postpone in-
vestizationg, Frocecded to Wolcore St*an or Cave so tho Sydaeyites cruld indulge in
a spot »f phntopraphy. Dmersed alter 3% hours and healed for Cashinn Creek Cave,. :

u_vhorc we riot up with Vincent, Jill an? Jin, Did Cashion Creck and thon went and hald
“Q quick 1o~k at sone hnles HMax hatl found., Speant the night at the Homesteal and Len

returiel to Hobart with the Sydney bads and Stuart and Charles 3id likevise.

Sun: Overcaat an? rain threatened, The proncsed trip up to K-D was discarded and
Mile Therese deciled to ¢ 7o to Beginners Luck, nost of the party decided to wisit

the caves near the Scott's Pealk Dan, However, Tue to the perwwreoncss of one Vincent
they never made it., Begimmers ILuck was enjoyed by those that vent therc. Returnad

Therese Goede,
IDA BAY - February 4th, (Uystery Creek Cavc)

ggrfx: Teresé Goele, Bill WNichonlson, Bront Nightingale, Tony Ware, Jin Stoclkton
and Stuart Wicholas, - _

Quick trip in to introluce Tony t2 caving, catch nales of the Lenanclla
specics and help Bill nake up for pot having heen cavinU for months! Two Harvestnen
waré caarht and hopefully they are 'men', Thanlks are “uc to Stuart who took the
others caving while Therese bum-wmted, .
Therese Gnedo.

SPACT FILLER: - Tony CuIBorﬁ adwises nenﬁors that he has a linited murder: of, corlos
nf AUSTRALTAN NATURAL HISTORY - Special Issue - Ausiralian Cdves,
If you vvul‘ likxe a copy contact Tony quickly before you vlss out,
Prlce. 51.40,




