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FORTARD PROCRALE,

May 8 — TMlorentine Valley:— Leader: Laurie Moody,
May 15 - PFlorentine Valley:— Leader: Laurie iloody.
May 16 — Tda Bay:- Entrance Cave = Leader: Anthony Culberg.

May 23-27 =~ Maria Island Trip:- Moody & Skinner.
May 29-30 ~ Mole Creeck:- Leader: Tony Culberg,

Junc 2 — QGeneral Meeting:- Laurie Mondy's, 13 Mason Strect, Clarembﬁt.
June 5 - Junee-Tlorentine:- Leader: Laurie lloody.
-+

Editorial.

Apologics again arc due for yct another late issuec. FHowever, I have been |
extremely busy and duc to one thing or another, have not been able to settle down
and start typing, Tt's been quite a month for speleology, Sinéc‘tho beginning
of May, a good amount of work has becn donc in the TFlorentine. Four ncw caves
have becn discovered, onc of which has been surveyed to a length of ncarly 400m.
Another important piece of information was also relcasecd this month - it concerns
Beginners Luck Cave, also in the Florentine, Carbon dating has confirmed that
this particular cave is an impottant archaeological sitc in as much as it was an
aboriginal shelter cave some 12,000 years ago, This makcs it the oldest aborig-
inal site on the Tasmanian !ainland, Albert Gocde has provided us with an art-
icle dealing with this information and it can be read on page 2.

4+

M1l Member

Jean Tho@as was voted in as a full member at the May gencral meeting and on
behalf of TCC, I would litc to say welcome to the meb! Jean has already proved
how keecn she is by travelling from Burnie to take part in a recent trip to the
Florentine. Her address is :~ 2/582 Bass Highway, Heybridege., 7321

Meotings
The May general meo}ing was rather poorly attended and it is hoped that this

docs not occur in futurc. Thanks are extended to Hank and Mrs. lcerding for an
enjoyablc evening and the supper. ' ' '

. Film Evening

Two films dealing with Iceland, with an introduction by Bob Holderness-Roddam,
who has travellecd cxtensively throuchout the country, will be shown at the Domain
House on Thursday, 10 June at 8.N0PM. /Admission is $1.00, . The films are highly
recommended and members are advised to see them,

Subscriptions -~ quite a number arc still outstanding. If you.arc one of these
pecople, plecasc contact the sccretary and get-him off my back!
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OLDEST WIOWN ARORICINAL STTE OF T IASHATIAY MADILATD.

 Begimners Luck Cave . (JF 79-83) in the Florentine Valley has recently become the
oldest mown archaeological sitc on.the Tasmanian mainland when charcoal from a
deposit containing archacological material was rcceutly dated at 12,500 years before
the present. It shows that Tasmanion ‘aborigines were present in inland Tasmania at
 least scasonally during the last Ice .oe which came to an end about 10,000 vears.
ago. Dating of bonns of an extinct specics of hrowsing langaroo (:thnnavuo\ Trom
"anothor deposit in the same cave gave an ago of 14,150 yoars aro. Tt may bo that
this animal was hunted to extinction by aborlplnal tlan. Y paper on the site was

preseated at the Hobart. ANZ.AAS COIFeronco this month by Icter Murray and mvsell.

V4

Albert Goede,
+
TUSIUNLA'S LONGEST CAVES (May, 1975)

The caves are listed in order of surveved length in metres, There the ostlmated
total length of a cave system appaars to be’ 51ﬁﬁ1|1cant1y greater, it is shown in
brackets behind the surveyed length. 011 caves with an ostlmatcd total length of
400 metres or more, arc included ;cvardlrss of tho length of passage actually sur-
veyed,

In contrast to the decpest caves, the 1onﬁost caves of Tasmania have been. very
poorly documented and estimatcs have frequently been sheer gucsswork. Despite
considerable efforts by Ross Ellis, his latest published list (Fllis, 1975) is
based on very poor information because nothing better vas available., This has
spurred me on during the last year to qttompt to obtaln more accurate information
on our longest caves.

I am gratcful for information and assistance from Androw Skllncr of TCC, elgh
Glecson and Steve Harris from SCS and also 3ill Tomalin (formerly of NC) who suppllod
information on Kubla Fhan and Pyramld Caves, Wole Crecek,

The list is as follows:—

(1) ' EBxit Cave, .Ida Bay , . - ©13,000 = (16,000)

(2) Herberts Pot, iole Creek - ' 5,322 ( 5,730)

(3) Xubla Fhan, HMole Creck 2,507

(4) FKhazad-dhm, Junce : ' 1,774

(5) Crocsus Cave, Mole Creck 1,758 ( 2,050)

(6) Judds Cavern, Cracroft 1,721 ( 2,000)

(7) et Cave-Georgies Hall, Mole Crecek 1,554 . R

(8) Pyramid Cave System, Mole Crcek ‘ 1,455 . ( 2,000)

(9)  Welcome Stranger, Florentine Valley ) 1,201 . '

(10) Newdegate Cave, Hastings ' ' 1,207  ( 1,600)

(I1) Lynds Cave, ilole Crecek . ‘ 1,081 '

(12) ‘olf Mole, Hastings 1,056 ( 2,000)

(13) Honeycomb Cavc, Mole Creck 1,024 -~

(14) Damper Cave, Proccipitous Bluff 990 =

(15) "uctzalcoatl Conduit, Precipitous Bluff _ - 95Q .

(16) Tarakoopa Cave, lMole Creck S 12910 g

(17) 'Mystory Creck Cave (Bntrance Cave), Ida Bay 902  ( 1,200)

(18) Mostyn Hardy Cave, Loonmana 695 ( 800)

(19) CGormenghast, Florentine Valley 582

(20) Mersey Hill Cave, lole Crock ) 540  ( 1,000)

(21) TFrankcombe Cavc, Florontine Valley o T 520 ( 980) .

{22) Un-named Cavc, Heka, Cunns Plains Lo 500

(23) Kellys Pot, Mole Creck . 457 - ( 610).

(24) Loons Cave, Ida Bay . 411 ( 1,000)

(25) WNiagara Pot, Junec 410 SR

(26) King Gcorge V Cave, Hastings - 381 (  590)

Cont, On Page 3.
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TiSILIIL'S LONCTIST CAVES Cont;

(27) JF 88-89, Florentine Valley 377 '

(28) Cumns Plains Cave, Guans Plains ‘ 291 ( ?500)
(29) Grovling Swallet, Florentine Valley 207 (  600)
(30) Tailender Cave, lMole Creek 200 ( 1,000)

It can be scen from the list that there is considcrable scope for surveving,
as many of our long caves have only been partially surveycd.,

The most cxciting prospect is Herberts Pot which appears to be Jlustralia's
fifth longest cave on surveyed length, Some surveying remains to be done and there
are good prospacts of cxtending the cave cven further.

Exit Cave was the longest cave in the Southern Hemisphere untll rcecently. - It
has now bhcen surpassed by Selminum Tem in Papua New Guinea, which has over 20 kms
of survecyed passage.

On a world scale, Exit Cave does not rank all that high, A recent list of the
twenty-five longest caves in the world (Blanchard, 1976) shows that for a cave to
bo included in this list it must have a surveyed passage length of 24 kms, The
vorld's longest is Flint-Mammoth (U.S..\..,) with 2836 Xms, followed by Hollock (Swit-
zerland) with 123 kms while third place goes to Optimistitscheskaja (U.S.5.R. )rith
109.1 kms of passage.

Our caves arc not likely to rcach such exalted longths but at least we can
document what we have got, There's a long way té go; :

Albert Gocede.
Reforences:
Blanchard, H.,7, 1976: The Twenty-Five Longost., NSS News 34 (2), 29-30

Ellis, R. 1975.
4+ -

TRIP_IEPORTS
CENGHIS KIL'N, MOLE CRREE » 10-11/4/76.
Party: Therese Goede (A/L), Pcter Watts & Bill Nicholson (TCC),

A trip for shutter buggers only, Six and a half hours werc spent underground,
nany photographs were taken & a Polaroid Colourpak 80 Camera was used undecrground
to sée if rcasonable photographs could be produced with same, There are somec
problems but once the technique was acquired some good picturcs irere taken. No
further damage was noted since the previous trip with Ross Bridges.,

Thercse Gocede,
GENGHIS KHAN, MOLE CREEK -~ 25-26/4/76,
Party: Thercse Goede (A/L), Graham Rewling & Steven Nieuwendyk from S.S.S.

A quick trip for the benefit of two Sydney cavers, one of whom had partaken
in the assault on Khazad-dum, Cauldron Pot, Tassy Pot & Dwarrowdelf over the
Easter vacation, Five hours were spent below, Trosh and extensive damage was’
noted which danpened the pleasure of the trip., Elaboration would serve no pur-
pose, but those who have previously admired the cave would be 31cPeled by what
hag occurrcd, Dnough said,

Therese CGoede,

JUNEE~FLORENTINE - 10/4/76.

Party: Tony Culberg (L), Max & Tim Jeffries, John Miller, Phillip Voss, Steven
Annan, Jon Parker, Pat Tullectton, (TCC/TCCHMB)
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TRIP REPORTS Cont;

T™e party assombled at the 1N, gate at 10,00am and made it's way to Wine Road
where John Jiller led the way to a hole that Lie had distovercd. It went - 6 netres
vertically, We then went to another hole further round the base of MNt.Field "est,
it was even snaller, Tim & Phillip explored another ncarby’ hole, which started vell.
I took a ladder down and rigged a short pitch, The cave slopes steeply, about 50
degrees for 50 metres, with sone formation, The tube is ahout ,85m diameter, with
very sharp rock on the sides. The pitch vas 6 nmetrcs and cnded in a choke. There
vrere nunerous bones in this part, probably of .animals that fell in recently., About

1-5 retres down, a horizontal passage led off to two chambers with rud floors, I
suspcet that there is a sinilar cave sloplng in fron the other side b1v1nb a Y’cross—
scction.,

The rest of the day was spent looking at a hole that Laurie and Max had cxplored

the previous week. (JF 88—89)
Tony Culberg.

FLOIENTTVE = 8/5/76.
Party: -Lauric Moody (L), Andrcv & Ros Skimmer plus Ailsa, Max & Tin Jeffries. -

After the usual slow-type start, we arrived at laydena, collected MNMax & Tim and
headed off into the Florentine: The purpose of this parficular trip was to survey
the latest of our finds in the lower Cashion Creek area, The cave was duly reached
and nunbered JIT 88-39, The length of passage surveyed exceeded our expectations -
approx, 377 netrcs. This nakes JF 88-89 the fourth longest cave in the Florentine
Valley. fter lunch, we did soite scrub-bashing along the burnt-out ridge north of
JF 88-89 and located a large shelter cave and another cave with g rather tight
entrance which was blocked with rocks. Jfter sone digging by Tin (who said ce -
doesn't do any digring?), access was gained and inspectation proved that it was
well worth a nunber, There is somc good Formation, flowstone and rimpools, After
exploration of this cave had been conplected, we drove to an area on the opposite
side of the road to Beginners Luck and inspected a cave which had becn noted on a
previous trip, This proved to be another worthy of.a nunber and also sports a bit
of formation., .s 1t was now approaching nightfall, we decdded to call it a dav
and return to beart‘ »

FLORENTIITE VALLEY - 15/5/76.

Party Laurie Moody (LY, Louise & Richard dedy, Jean Thomas, Tony Culberg, Pat
Fullerton, .ndrevw & Ros Skimner plus iilsa, (TCC), Wax Jeffries and Pnllllp
Voss (MB/TCC),

The party arrived in dribs and drabs at lMaydena and rost everyone met at the
shop, which I noted has now changed hands., The new ovmers appear to like cavers
and this is a good sign. We also ran into .ilbert Goede and Peter Iurray who were
taking a party of archacologists out to Begisners Luck for a look, I 'had also
nnentioned to Albert about the discovery of a shelter cave in the area of JF 38-89
and agrecd to show then vhere it was, .After this had becn acconplished, wve left
the archaelogical party and procecdedto another hole vhich was close to JF 88-89
and thought to comect with saries Two 9 ladders were nceded and Phillip and T
descended. The bhotton of the pitch wras found to contdin a collection of bones
and two skulls. .t this point the cave was found to have a higher level and by
chimmeying, wve were able to nake our way to where a further pitch of 5-611 netres
was encountered, After an assurance by Phillip that vve could get out again, this
pitch was chirmeycd and we then found ourselves in a large chanber., Two daylight
holes were noted in the roof and there were two leads. We chose the botton one
for a start and after sone craling, it was found to choke off. e retraced our
route back to the main chanbor vhich contained sore extremely ood flowstone and
again chimneyed up the other lead and made our way throush sorne well-decorated
passage which eventually terninated Jlth no way on. ;6ﬂ1n we nade our, ay back




SpologL§p;el. _ Page 5. May - 19764

TRIP RPORTS Cont; ,

to the nain chanber and Phillip (don't ask rme how?) nanased to pull off a yery
tricky picce of chiimeying to emerge on yet another level. Despite his assuring
statencnts of hows casy it was, yours truly could not be coaxed into giving it
a o! Tven his conJo~ts'rcb9rd1nb how the lMaydena Branch nceded riorce training
did not ontice ite to follow suit! Pron his perch, Prillip then described vhaot was
thete - uore passafc and a dafllbht hole which he could sce out of., It vas then
decided to emerge and see if e could gain entrance via the surface. T stood be-
lowv and nrayed that his rcturn trip was without nishap - it was! Mter saining
the surface, the Aaylisht Role in question was located and excavating bhegan, I
night also add that viork is still in prosress. Work was abandoned in favour of
lunch and 'I proceeded to JI* 88=89 vherc llax had taken ny youngsters on a tour.
I catercd the cave to find then energing but as Jean had not secen the cave, e
procecded in again ninus Max, Thanks to his offorts, the piteh can now be by-—
passed via the "squecze". o finally cenerged and it was then that I discovered
that ny watch had stopped. Due to this, a prlor aranged neeting vith Alhert to
show then another bone deposit, was foiled, .1 trip to this same arca on June 5
will he pr1n01pally'to muiber other recent discoveries.

Laurie'ﬂoody.
JUNEE = dato unknovm  (sonetine in .ipril)

Party:' Tony Culberg (L), Pat Fullerton, Jean Twonias (P) (TCC), Heather Syres and
Stephon Gilbert (GBIS), .\drian Davey, Rudi Frank, Rccce 70111n5ton, Marg
?  (VS.) Max and Tin Jeffries (ITBICC)(Sat. only)

Laurie Noody was running this trip but his car went on strike. . Jeoan Thonas
was kecen to go caving, I took over the trip. We net at Hax's at about 10,30an
and procceded to the AT gate, collected sdrian and Co. and went to K,D. with a -
large (partly unfit) party. We only.went as far as the 90' pitch, an . exercisc
vhich took quite a dcal of tine. e also looked at the Scerpontine, .Thé! Victorians
werc suitably inpressed. ' LT e

As the weather was lousy we retrcated to the Hormestead and a warn fire, On
Sunday, we tricd to find Beginners Luck-Yoriguano and drove past it, It is anaz-
ingsthe diffcrence a bushfirce and a bulldozer can nake!: I have now a hetter idea
of howr the arca is put together! ! S

The Victorian contingent went nad at the sight of-all that lirestone and
the fact that nost of it is unexplorced, About an hour after arriving, we assenb-
lcd the party and had a look at the systen. Mrian a1d Rudi collceted hugs, while

he rest of us toured the cave. N ‘ o ' }

As the V31 nob had to catch a plane and Jean had to drive to Bumic, we wound
up at this point. WNo ncw work was done but the V3. nembers have a better idea of
the Junee~Florentine area, ' '

’ Tony Culberge - .

TCC JENBER_ON 'JORLD TOUR - ' .

Ruth Stcphenson has advised us that she is having a great time., A letter vas
received from Ruth and is dated 29 April. Places that she has visited so far are
Singapore, Hong Kong, Banglkok, Kaslnir and New Delphi. Anyone wishing to read
this lectter can do so by contacting the Editor. .

-+

"The best caves are thosc without entrances" -.= Turphy, 1885 (?)
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OPERATION "IERRET" or PLE.SE DON'T GET STUCK 1T .\ CAVE!
1-2 l'ay, 1976. llole Crock,

Organisations concerned with Scarch & Rescue in eaves, converged on the small
tomship of ~olc Crock on the weekend of 1-2nd of llay, This long-awaited event
was run in conjunction with the Pelice Scarch & Rescue Unit, St.John Ambulance,
Tasnanian Clinbing Club, National Parks & 7ildlifc, and othcr representatives
fror thrce of Tasnania's four caving bodics., It was rather disappointing to note
that onc particular club was comspicablc by its absence. One of the main functions
of this cxcrcisc was to test the Police Scarch & Rescuc winch, and the feasibility
of tho Neil Robinson stretcher and other cquiprnient under cave conditions,

The cave in quostion, was Herberts Pot. I personally thought that this part-
icular gave was a dubious choice as far as caves go., It is renowned for »eing a
hard and difficult cave to necgotiate., However, after sceing the operation being
carricd out and participating in sane, perbaps Herberts Pot was not a bad choice
after all,

The large party, consisting of approx. 30-40 cavers and police,descended on
the cave, thanks being duc to Inspector Massic and the Police Land Cruiscr. Prior
to entering the cave, a brief discussion and dclegation of various tasVs werec allot-
cd, This wvas one’particular point, vhere I fecl that norc time could have heen
spent as it Dbecane obvious that sone partlclpants had not recccived enough, for want
of a bettcr word, "faniliarisation" as to caving procecedure underground,

An advance party, consisting of the norc cxpericnced abscilers (both police
and cavers) procceded dowm the 30n ontrance pitch and rade its way to the far end
of the cave wherc it cxperdrented in the usage of rubher drag nats, Thesce proved
to be quite adequate for the purposce of which they werc designed. A sccond party
also followed dovm the pitch and experinented with the Neil Rohinson stretcher,
This particular stretcher also proved successful to a degrec bHhut warrants further
nodifications to make life just that little ecasicr, 1 third party then procceded
into the cawe. to rigs the winch and by this stage congpstion Decarie soncthing of a
probleri, This winch also proved successful buf was operated hy police and climbers
only., Faniliarisation for cavers is heing planncd,: _

Onc pronlerl, which was only to e cxpected, was the extrication of the 24 Dods
who rcached the botton of the pitch. This proved to he a loag and slow process,
Mter being in the cave sore eight hours and being the third last up the ladder,
onc rust rcalisc that a nini'un awiher of pcople rmust be considered in future
excrciscs vherc a pitch of any renown is concerncd. The Iong wait in wet and cold
conditions can Me rather disconcerting and cxhausting as was showm, Another thing;
of notc was the incvitable disturhance of loosc rocks from the top of the pitch,
Fortunately, no onc was soriously injured although onc person was knowm to have
Yeen struck on the leg. /An SCS ladder, however, did not cscape u1scat1cd as the
Huckled rung at the Dotton of the pitch tostlflod

All in all, a very successful excrcise., .\ de=hricfing was held on the ouaﬂay
norning and a 1of of uscful idcas werce forwarded and should nake the next cxcrcise
which, I understand, is to be run in the znear future, a picce of cake! I would
like to thank the Police for their valuecd assistance and co-opcration and I'n surc
that all of us who participated lecarnt soidthing from the exercise, Ilenbers of
TCC vho participated were as follows:—  Brent Hightingale, Bill Nicholson, Stuart
Nicholas, Shane Garlick, Androwv Skinner and Laurie floody. If I have nissed anyonc,
plecase let ne know and I will aclmovledge you in the next Spiel.

Lauric !Moody.

AUSTRALIAN SPRLEO ABSTRICTS — 1974.

,

Are now available fron Greg 1Tiddleton, 9 Nixon Street, Sandy Bay. 7005
If you have.not yet orfered a copy, get in touch writh Greg., I an not
yet sure of the price hut this will »c advertised in the next Spiel.




