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SPECIAL GfCIERAL MEETING 

- -.- WEDNESDAY NIGHT DKmSE;R 1 - Laurie 's  Place, 13 Mason S t ree t ,  Claremont. - - 

Since the  l a s t  Spiel  there  has been considerable deter iorat ion i n  the  a f f a i r s  
of the  club mainly a s  a r e s u l t  of the  resignation of club president Andrew Skinner, 
both as president and a s  a club member. This resignation cauie i n  t he  form of an 
unsigned l e t t e r  addressed t o  t he  secretary i n  which Andrew s ta ted t h a t  he-resigned 
for  ftpersonal" ressons and a l so  because he f e l t  himself a t  odds with t he  conserva- 
t i o n  policy adopted by the  club. As vice-president I now f ind myself a s  Acting 
President u n t i l  the  posi t ion i s  c l a r i f i e d  a t  a general meeting. 

A s  the  club has been f a r  from prospering dtlring t he  l a s t  year and since there  
a r e  a number of major prdblems which threaten i ts continued existence I think it is 
very importcant t h a t  a s  many members as possible make a r e a l  e f f o r t  t o  attend t h i s  
meeting. During the  year $he club has been considerably hampered i n  i ts decision 
making by lack of a quo& a t *  general meetings. A quorum a t  a general meeting 
consis ts  of t en  members ' en t i t l ed  t o  vote. Members may vote by proxy eppointed i n  
writing provided t h a t  the  proxy i s  hinself  a member en t i t l ed  t o  vote. 

Should the  Special General Meeting cal led f o r  December 1 f a i l  t o  reach a 
quorum I intend fore-shadowing a motion f o r  disbandment a s  it w i l l  then be obvious 
t h a t  there  i s  not suf f ic ien t  i n t e r e s t  i n  t he  c lub ' s  continued operation. 

I f  t he  meeting does reach a quorum, and I sincerely hope it w i l l ,  then the  
following business must .be resolved a t  t h i s  meeting. Notice of motion is given re la t -  
ing t o  the  following business: 

(1) Election of a new president. 
(2) Election of a new vice-president o r  committee member if a vacancy is 

caused .by the  election of a new president. 
(3) Final discussion and approval of the  agreement reached with Southern 

Caving Society f o r  a year of close co-operation between the  two clubs. 
The conditions agreed t o  by S.C.S. d i f f e r  i n  several  ways from the  
proposals published i n  the  September Spiel .  Also two other matters have 
been discussed since t o  ensure t h a t  the  proposals w i l l  work i n  practice.  

(4) Two items concerning const i tu t ional  amendments : 
(a )  I n e l i g i b i l i t y  of junior members t o  vote. 

One poss ib i l i ty  is  t o  mod io  rule .4  of t he  const i tu t ion t o  abolish 
junior membership and grant rull membership t o  a l l  those who have 
a t ta ined the  age of s ixteen years and have met t he  requirements f o r  
membership. 

(b) The pos s ib i l i t y  of changing r u l e  18 of t he  const i tu t ion t o  allow a 
smaller number of members t o  cons t i tu te  a quorum. Six o r  e ight  members 
should be considered a s  possible a l te rna t ives .  

(5) Discussion of club policy f o r  items t o  be discussed ~t A.S.F. Conference 
i n  Canberra next month. 

(6) Discussion of current problems facing the  club and ways t o  solve o r  m i n i -  
mize them. 

/ Albert Goede, (7) Edit ing of Speleo Spiel  during f i r s t  half of 1977. / / Acting President. 
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FOSSIL BONES FROM MOLE: CREEX - WHICH CAVE ? ? 

I n  August Peter  k r r a y  and I made a v i s i t  t o  the Queen Victoria 
Museum i n  Launceston and went through the  col lect ion of f o s s i l  bonas. There 
i s  qui te  a l o t  of material from caves a t  Mole Creek but nearly a l l  of it is 
recent and belongs t o  species t h a t  a re  s t i l l  around today. The exception a re  
two pieces of strongly cemented bone breccia which a re  ra ther  s imilar  i n  
character and probably come from the  same deposit.  One contains a bone of a 
large and obviously ext inct  marsupial but has no data concerning i ts  origin.  
The other contains pa r t  of the  lower jaw of a wombat and i s  label led a s  hav- 
ing been donated by M r .  F.. Sinfield.  The material was donated e a r l i e r  t h i s  
century. It would be very in te res t ing  t o  know who PI. Sinf ie ld  was and even 
more in te res t ing  t o  know where he obtained the  material from. Can anyone 
help us with information? ? ? A ! 6 e r t  G o e J e  

CONSZRVATION OF BEG1 MNERS LUCK CAVE. 

The importance of t h i s  cave a s  an archaeological s i t e  dating from the  
l a s t  Ice  Age was mentioned i n  the  Spiel  e a r l i e r  t h i s  year(~iay,  1976, ~0 .112)  . 

I n  July  an o f f i c i a l  approach was made t o  head of f ice  of the  Australian 
Newsprint M i l l s  with a request t h a t  t he  s i t e  be protected from fores t ry  oper- 
ations. The following l e t t e r  was received i n  reply. 

" Dear Mr. Goede, 

Thank 'you f o r  your l e t t e r  of 26th Ju ly  concerning the  cave 
s i t e  near Settlement Road i n  the  Florentine Valley. 

A s  you know the  company has reserved several  areas  of un- 
usual or outstanding f l o r a  within the  Concession and we w i l l  be pleased 
t o  s e t  aside a small reserve around t h i s  pa r t i cu l a r  s i t e .  

I f  the  boundaries t h a t  you propose marking a re  acceptable 
t o  PI. Frankcombe, then t he  Company w i l l  not carry  out harvesting or  
roading operations within the  proposed reserve. 

Yours sincerely,  

Forests and Lmging Manager. l1 

This was followed by a request from Don Frankcornbe t o  Max J e f f r i e s  
(president-Maydena  ranch) f o r  the  boundaries t o  be marked out a s  soon a s  
possible a s  fo res t ry  operations were rapidly approaching the  area. Max acted 
with commendable speed and carr ied out the  boundary marking despite the  f a c t  
t ha t  he was j u s t  about t o  go off t o  hospital  f o r  an operation. 

We a re  grateful  f o r  the  willingness 
t o  protect  t h i s  area which is  within t h e i r  
t h e i r  prompt response t o  our request. 

I n  Speleo Spiel  ~ 0 . 9 l ( j u n e ,  1974) I 
h i s to r ica l  repr ints .  Somehow par t  2 took a 
it is. The following account of the  Flowery aily Cave was published by 
R.M. Johnston,(1888) i n  a JISystematic Account of the  Geology of Tasmaniatt, 
( ~ t r u t t ,  Government Pr in te r ,  ~ o b a r t )  , pp.4O-41. 

of the  Australian Newsprint M i l l s  
timber concessions and a l so  f o r  

Albert Goede. 

- Par t  2. 
by Albert Goede. 

published P a r t . 1  of a s e r i e s  of 
long time t o  material ize but here 

11 ILEWLCOMBE, WEST TAMAR. - A t  Ilfracombe, i n  the  v ic in i ty  of t he  gold- 
f i e l d  a t  Beaconsfield, there  a r e  a l so  rocks of a Cambrian aspect associated 
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with a non-fossiliferous limestone, identicaib i n  character and re la t ionship with 
those of Chudleigh and the  Mersey. These limestones, l i k e  those a t  Chudleigh, 
a re  pierced by extensive channels and caverns. 

A t  the  extreme l i m i t  of the  old wooden tramway there  i s  a magnificent s e r i e s  
of caves, which are  approached by a hole i n  the  h i l l s i de .  I v i s i t ed  these caves 
i n  the  year 1871, when they were i n  a perfect  s t a t e  of preservation, so f a r  as  
the  modern Vandal was concerned. 

A s teep tortuous passage leads us  downwards t o  a shingly f loor ,  evidently 
the  bed of an ancient watercourse. It is remarkable t h a t  the  general d i rect ion 
of t h i s  old subterranean stream seems t o  be a t  r i gh t  angles t o  the  Fern Tree Gully, 
through which the  present stream runs, and, so f a r  a s  I could judge, a t  a higher 
level .  It would appear, therefore,  t h a t  the  rocks i n  t h i s  neighbourhood have been 
much dislocated, probably during the  period when the  recent t e r t i a r y  basal ts  were 
everywhere disturbing the  surface of Tasmania by t h e i r  intrusions.  Like the  

- -- Chudleigh caves, the  channels a re  very tortuous. Here we abruptly enter  a vaulted 
chamber of great  height, g l i t t e r i n g  with c rys ta l s  of carbonate of lime, and 
adorned with stalagmites and s t a l e c t i t c s  of every possible s i ze  and description. 
From t h i s  chamber there  are  many smaller ones branching off i n  various directions,  
and the  passage t o  s t i l l  more extensive chambers is  frequently obstructed so much 
by stalagmitic formations t h a t  it i s  necessary t o  crawl on hands and knees a t  
times fo r  a considerable distance. In  one or  two cases the  entrance t o  large 
chambers resplendent with snowy white c rys ta l s  opens out upon the  f l oo r  of a 
similar chamber a t  a higher l eve l .  Some of t he  p i l l a r s  formed by the  union of 
s t a l a c t i t e s  and stalagmites a re  exceedingly beautiful .  Many of them are  several  
yards i n  circumference, and these are  usually surrounded by myriad snow-white 
" ic ic les  of limeH, forming a wonderfully charming scene. The extinction of the  
candlelights, or  t h e i r  concealment under a ledge of the  stalagmitic f l oo r  discloses 
the  pale blue glow-worms i n  c lu s t e r s  along roof and walls, a s  a t  Chudleigh. 

The extreme l i m i t  of one of the  old water channels a re  now completely 
closed by the  development of stalagmitic formations." 

An in te res t ing  aspect of johnstonls account i s  t he  occurregce of glocl-worms 
i n  the  cave. No glow-worms a re  known t o  occur i n  the  cave today, prcbably ref lect -  
ing changes i n  the  surface environment due t o  land c lear ing and quarrying. 

TASNANJA' S DE?ZFEST CAVES 

by Albert Goede. 

The l a s t  l i s t  of Tasmanials deepest caves t o  be published was by ~ l l i s ( 1 9 7 5 )  
early l a s t  year. This r e f l e c t s  p re t ty  accurately the  s i tua t ion  a t  the  time except 
t ha t  f o r  some unknown reason both Khazad-dum and Cauldron Pot a r e  shown a s  1 metre 
deeper than the  actual  survey figures.  The corrections have been made i n  t h i s  l ist .  
Although Ross E l l i s  l i s t s  Tasmaniau caves with depths down t o  30 metres t h i s  prac- 
t i c e  i s  not followed here where the  l i s t  i s  r e s t r i c t ed  t o  caves 90 notres o r  more 
i n  depth. Shallower caves between 30 and 90 metres i n  depth a re  very common i n  
Tasmania and have not been systematically recorded. A number i n  t h i s  category a re  

e- missing from E l l i s l s  l is t .  
Since ear ly  l a s t  year two deep caves have been extended: Khazad-dwn by 8 . 

metres and Growling Swallet by 5 metres and both s t i l l  of fe r  prospects f o r  fu r ther  
exploration under dry conditions. 

Also a fu r ther  two cayes have been added t o  the  l is t  a s  a r e su l t  of recent 
explorations. Thun Junction Cave a t  Ida Bay was bottomed ear ly  l a s t  year a t  approx. 
120 metres, while t h i s  year The Chairman i n  the  Junee area was descended t o  an 
estimated depth of 165 metres and fur ther  exploration is possible under dry condi- 
t ions .  Tasmania now has 27 caves with a depth of 90 metres o r  more although a 
number of them s t i l l  require surveying before accurate f igures  can be given. 

.( remember . - Cavers do it deeper ,and deeper, 
and Tassy! ! ) 
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CAVE - Depth i n  metres. 

(1) Khazad-dum, - - . : ' Junee Florentine - 329 

(2) Cauldron Pot, 11 11 263 

(3) Tassy Pot, II 11 - 231 

(4) Mini Martin - Exit Cave, Ida Bay - 220 

(5) Sesame I1 Cave, Junee Florentine - 219 

(6) Hidnight Hole,Nystery Ck,Cave, Ida Bay - 203 

(7) Growling Swallet , Sunee Florentine - 176 

(8) The Chairman, 

(9) Kellar Cellar, 

I1  I1  - 165 
Nount Anne - 155 

(10) Niagara Pot, unee Florentine - 149 
(11) Satans Lair, 11 11 - U3 

(12) Revelation Cave, I da %Y - 137 

(13) Rift Cave, Junee Florentine - 131 

(15) Thun Junction Cave, . . Ida Bay - 120 

(16) Col-in-cavern, Mount Anne - l19 

(17) Herberts Pot, Mole Creek - 116 

(18) Rescue Pot, Junee Florentine - 107 

(19) Three Fal ls  Ca.ve, 11 II - 107 

(20) Devils Pot, Mole Creek - 105 

(21) Pillengers Ck . Cave, Junee Florentine - 99 

(22) Bone P i t ,  

(23) Splash Pot, 

(24) Dribblespit Swallet r t  II - 91 
(25) Croesus Cave, Mole Creek - 91 

(26) Execution Pot, II 11 - 90 

(27) Kellys Pot, II II - 90 

It is noteworthy tha t  13 out of the  15  deepest caves i n  Australia a re  
located i n  Tasmania. Out of those thir teen not l e s s  than 9 are  i n  the Junee 
Florentine area, 3 a t  Ida Bay and 1 a t  Mount Anne. L i t t l e  ver t ica l  caving has 
been done i n  Tasmania during the l a s t  two years and considerable scope f o r  
further deep caves ex is t s  i n  a l l  three areas. Deep caves may a lso  be found i n  
the Precipitous Bluff, Cracroft and Mt.Ronald Cross areas. 

Information about JF-100. 
The following de ta i l s  were received from John Parker. If This cave was 

discovered several weeks pr ior  t o  2F 9 9 ( ~ h e  chairman) turning up. A group made 
up of Steve Annan, Philip Voss and myself went up t o  the cave and descended 
without ladders about 40 f e e t ,  down a steeply sloping wall t o  a f l a t  f loor.  
I had previously dug a hole through t h i s  f loor  but had not gone down. Phi1 
volunteered t o  go down - the depth was about 30 ft . ,  f r ee  hanging. No leads 
were found - the water seepine; through a rubble f loo r . (~ossy  summed the cave 
up as  a wet swine of a cave - and we a l l  vowed not t o  go near it again.) 
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Cave Numbering - Junee F lo ren t ine  Area 

November, 1976. 
. . . .  

done by Laurie  Moody and Alber t  Goede on Saturday, 9/10/1976. 

J F  101: Small s lop ing  ent rance  on western s i d e  of road branching o f f  Cashion Creek 
Road a t  g rave l  qua r r i e s .  Small t i g h t  h o r i z o n t a l  cave with two branches - 
l e f t  hand one becomes t o o  t i g h t ,  r i g h t  hand one t e r m i n a t ~ s  i n  small  
chamber. Length approx. 1 5  metres.  

J F  102: Located some 200 m&res a long from iF 101 on l e f t  hand s i d e  of l e f t  branch 
of road. A small  ho r i zon ta l  en t rance  behind a p i l e  of l o g s  l e a d s  t o  a . 
s i n g l e  small  chamber. Small s i d e  passage i s  t o o  t i g h t  t o  follow. 

J F  103: Small, normally dry cave with w e l l  decorated medium-size chamber. Entrance 
i s  narrow s lop ing  rift and i s  on southern s i d e  of  l imestone outcrop between 
Tiger  Road and F lo ren t ine  River some d i s t ance  nor th  of junc t ion  with Stan 
Murray Road. 

J F  104: Steeply  s loping  muddy entrance l e a d s  down 4 metres t o  10 metre long stream 
cave conta in ing  white  Anaspides and b l ind ,  white  amphipods. Upstream becomes 
t o o  t i g h t ,  down stream i s  a siphon. Cave i s  loca ted  near  end of uknamed 
branch road o f f  Tiger  Road nor th  of S tan  Murray b a d .  

J F  105: Sloping entrance(45O) t o  l a r g e  chamber about 16 metres down. Tight  6 metre 
l adde r  drop $hrough hole  i n  f l o o r  l e a d s  t o  small stream. Can be followed 
upstream f o r  20 metres where stream i s  l o s t .  ~ o w n s t r e b n  i s  about 25 metres 
of wet, muddy crawl l ead ing  t o  second ent rance  - a t i g h t  s t e e p l y  s loping  
squeeze t o  t h e  sur face .  Some bones found i n  streambed. 

( JF  106): Number assigned t o  second ent rance  of J F  105 but  not  y e t  a t tached .  
J F  107: Entrance i s  45' s lope  and i s  l o c a t e d  about 100 metres u p h i l l  and west of 

J F  105. It i s  s l i p p e r y  and r e q u i r e s  a rope. A t  bottom of s lope  a small 
passage l e a d s  o f f  t o  t h e  l e f t  t o  a small  chamber with some decora t ion ,  
and 1 5  metres of passage. To t h e  r i g h t  a passage l e a d s  i n t o  a l a r g e  chamber 
( e s t .  dimensions 20 X 35 X 4 metres) .  It then  cont inues  p a s t  a 1 0  metre 
long  crawl to another  chamber, low-roof ed(1-1.5 metres) but  q u i t e  wide, 
and conta in ing  formations of moonmilk, s t raws and pendulum-like forma. :; r 
Several, s i d e  passages soon p e t e r  out .  Larges t  and b e s t  decorated cave i n  
western F lo ren t ine  s o  f a r .  

TRIP REPORTS. 

F lo ren t ine  Valley - Saturday, 9/10/76. 
Party:  Laurie  ~ o o d y ( 1 e a d e r )  , Alber t  Goede , Max J e f f  r i e s  , Andrew Skinner,  Heather 

Symes, Therese Goede p l u s  Diana and Ben, h ike  ~ a r c h ( p r o s p e c t i v e )  and v i s i t o r  
Anne Bevan. 
J u s t  f o r  once t h e  weather was reasonable and we passed through t h e  b a r r i e r  

a t  10.15 8 . m .  a f t e r  ga ther ing  a t  Max1s p lace .  The first aim of t h e  t r i p  was t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a couple of holes  along a new road which branches o f f  Cashion Creek Rd. 
a t  t h e  gravel  q u a r r i e s  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  north of  t h e  Lawrence Creek Rising. 

The first was a'small s lop ing  entrance on t h e  l e f t  hand s i d e  of t h e  road. 
Af t e r  a prel iminary examination by 14ax t h e  hole  was explored by Alber t ,  Heather 

,+ and Anne who negot ia ted  some t i g h t  squaezes. They found a s h o r t  t i g h t  ho r i zon ta l  
cave with two branches - t h e  l e f t  hand one becomes t o o  t i g h t  while  t h e  r i g h t  hand 
one te rminates  i n  a small  chamber. The cave was numbered J F  101. A l i t t l e  f 'ur ther  
along t h e  road a f t e r  t a k i n g  t h e  l e f t  f o r k  a small  h o r i z o n t a l  en t rance  behind a p i l e  
of l ogs  on t h e  l e f t  hand s i d e  of t h e  road was explored. It was found t o  l e a d  i n t o  
a s i n g l e  chamber. A small passage l ead ing  of f  becomes t o o  t i g h t .  Th i s  became J F  102. 

We then  crossed t h e  F lo ren t ine  River and a f t e r  wai t ing  f o r  Pome t ime f o r  
road r e p a i r s  t o  be a f fec ted  we drove north t o  t h e  end of t h e  Tiger  Road. A f t e r  a n  
e a r l y  lunch Laur ie  and I went t o  t h e  southern  end of a l imestone outcrop between 
t h e  road and t h e  r i v e r  and numbered a previous ly  explored s m d l   cave(^^ 103). 
This  cave i s  we l l  worth a v i s i t  and conta ins  a s i z e a b l e  chamber with some very 
a t t r a c t i v e  formation. Laurie  took some photographs while  I unsuccessfu l ly  t r i e d  t o  
push seve ra l  low l e v e l  passages. Outside t h e  en t rance  we met some of  t h e  o the r s  who 
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under Maxrs guidance had explored a new hole on the  opposite s ide of the h i l l  
which apparently became too t i g h t  t o  follow a f t e r  a short  distance. 

We then followed up the un-named branch road t o  the  north of Stan Murray 
Road. The f i r s t  hole we came t o  was a sloping muddy entrance down which a 
stream could be heard. This was the place where Max had previously caupht a 
white knaspides. The  entrance(^^ 104) goes 4 metres down a steep muddy slope 
t o  a short stream passage which becomes too t i g h t  upstream end siphons down- 
stream. To my delight the stream contained blind, white amphipods a s  well a s  
white Anaspides. I headed back t o  the  vehicles t o  get  ~qy col lect ing gear while . 
the others went on t o  greater  things. I eventually managed t o  co l lec t  two 
specimens of each species. 

Meanwhile Max and CO. went on t o  the  next - a short  stream cave with 
two entrances which had f i r s t  been explored on the previous weekend. The 
higher entrance wae numbered JF  105 while Max was given 110.106 t o  f i x  t o  the  
lower entrdnce sometime. Everyone got rea l ly  muddy and the g i r l s  decided t o  
c a l l  it a day. Maxj Laurie and Mike then continued t o  the  l a s t  cave - a 45' 
sloping entrance about 100 metres uphi l l  and t o  the west of ;IF 105. The cave 
was numbered JE' 107. It requires a rope f o r  entry and i s  reputed t o  be the  
best and la rges t  formation cave i n  the  Western Florcntine with several cham- 
bers - one qui te  large.  Straws with pendulum-type formations a re  reported. 
Unfortunately I did not see t h i s  cave. We returned t o  Hobart a f t e r  a good 
day's caving. 

Albert Goede . 
Nole Creek - 16/17 October, 1976. 

Party: Andrew Skinner, Peter Watts, B i l l  Nicholson, Jean Thomas, Mike March, 
Therese Goede, and Brendon Y (sorry I 've  forgotten the surname). 

This group was supposed t o  be going t o  bit but a f t e r  a whole week of 
south-easterly weather it was f e l t  t h a t  things might jus t  be a b i t  damp i n  
t ha t  dkrection of the  s t a t e  so we headed f o r  Nole Creek instead. Andrew 
wanted t o  continue photographing i n  King Solomon and Maracoopa and B i l l  and 
Therese were a lso anxious t o  experiment with t h e i r  movie cameras. pertunately 
the r e s t  of the party were happy t o  humour the  shutter-buggers so  around one 
o'clock on Sat. afternoon we entered King Solomon and cameras clicked and 
whirred. Upon exi t ing Andrew decided t h a t  Devils Gullet would be a fan tas t ic  
place t o  v i s i t  as  the weather was being kind so 8 f a s t  t r i p  up the  Western 
Tiers ensued - much oohing and aahing a t  the  view - and then we hurried down 
again t o  check the gate a t  Croesus, a s  it has become somewhat bent. The 
night was spent a t  the  Mole Creek hut with much t e l l i n g  of t a l l  t a l e s  and 
other ac t iv i t i e s .  On Sunday, minus Andrew, the  party filmed i n  Maracoopa and 
then 4 people entered Genghis and had a look a t  the  spectacular formation i n  
t h i s  cave. The Renault was heavily laden on the re turn t r i p  due t o  an unex- 
pected extra passenger and also we had t o  detour due t o  flooding near Long- 
ford. I n  a l l  a ra ther  enjoyable t r i p .  Therese Goede. 
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