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................................................................................................. 
FORWARD PRoCaEAMME : 

March 5-7 - Maydena. E'lorentine area with Laurie Moody. 

- March 19-20 - Exit  Cave. Leader: A.Culberg. 

March 26-27 - - Mangmqq - look it up on t h e  map. A farewell par ty  f o r  Mike 
March and double birthday celebrations f o r  two club members 
who tu rn  another year older around t h a t  time. For d e t a i l s  on 
how t o  get  %here contact Therese o r  Mike a t  8 Bath Street .  

April 2-3 - Exif,  Cave. Lsade~:  A.Culberg. 

April 8-12 - --A-- E a s t e r .  ErLt Cave - surveying. A. Culberg. 

May4 - .  G e n e r d  t ~ : - - .  13 3 Bath S k e e t ,  Battery Pmint, 8 p.m. 

The Maydena brahch s z i l l  :.LA regula-?. weekend t r i p s .  Further info. Ph.88 2222. 

' 1  2. The objects ol" the  club a;.e:- 

( a )  To 3 r t h e r  . averneering a s  a spo2t and Speleology as a science. 

(b) To p-esc-ve caves and cave scenery 

(c) To p-~7:ac>e s c z i a l  iiibercourse between cavers. 11 

? ? ? m ?  ? S :  

A l e t t e r  has been r 2 c e ; ~ a d  frorn S.C.S. indicat ing t h a t  they wish t o  
terminate the  t r i a l  apeernent fc:: c loser  co-operation. Our club regre t s  t he  
decision but resgects  the  ri;hi;'of ?.CnS. t o  make it. Individual members are ,  
however, welcome a t  S.C.S. clubi-ox!s f o r  n a t h r  nights and it is  hoped t h a t  
combined caving t r i p s  w i l l  s tZ l  OCCC. 

Members a re  re?linded t h a t  t h e  next meeting is the  AN~IJAL GENERAL MEET- 
ING. A l l  posit ions becoxe v a c a n h o  come along and exercise your r i gh t  t o  vote. 
Your decisio.1~ are  lqm-':znb and could make or  break the  club. . 

CLUB N%Wg2 
Congratulations t o  HeaJAer Sfixs on being granted f u l l  voting r i gh t s  a t  t he  
February meeting. 

Several new cave names f o r  caves i n  the  Maydena area were proposed but it 
was decided t o  wait un:i; the  A.G.M. before approving these. . -, 

Rumour has it t h a t  Therese has got bees i n  her bonnet - (and Max is missing 
a few) . 

. - 
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The past  year has seen a moderate increase i n  ac t i v i t y  over the  previous 
year f o r  t he  club, par t i cu la r ly  a t  Maydena where a small but very keen woup 
of members has bean at'work. Their e f f o r t s  have resul ted i n  t h e  finding of a 
number of s ignif icant  ve r t i ca l  caves i n  the  area ea s t  of Khazad-dum not f a r  
from Rift Cave. Most of these discoveries s t i l l  need exploration including 
the  major f ind  so f a r ,  The Chairman, which is stil l  poing both up and down 
stream a t  a .depth of about 165 m. Much more surface exploration needs t o  be 

, . .  done i n  t h i s  area a s  well a s  a t  Ida Bay i n  t he  south which i s  a promising 
but ' larpely unei@ored 'area. . . . . . ,  

Needless t o  say, exploration requires people i n  the  form of club mem- 
bers who a re  act ively  in te res ted  i n  pursuing t h e i r  chosen sport. A t  t he  pres- 
ent  time, and i n  f a c t  f o r  the  past  year or more, t he  number of ac t ive  members 
i n  the  club has been very small which has l e d  t o  t he  ra ther  unfortunate s i tu-  
a t ion of t r i p s  having t o  be cancelled owing t o  lack of support. During the  
next twelve months the  club needs t o  make every e f f o r t  t o  a t t r a c t  new members 
t o  its ranks and entice some of the  previously act ive  members back again i n  
order t h a t  sOme of t he  many possible projects  can be tackled. Maw of our 
major caves sti l l  need surveying - Exit  and Growling Swallet f o r  example, 
both of which s t i l l  have good po ten t ia l  f o r  exploration. A survey t raverse  
t o  establish t he  posi t ion of the  Chairman and surrounding holes needs doing 
urgently. 

Of happenings i n  the  past  twelve months, perhaps one of t he  most s i p  
nificant was t he  proving of t he  stream connection between Growling Swallet 
(JF 36) and Junee Cave about 9.5 km. away a s  t hz  crow f l i e s .  Also of s ignif-  
icance wcs' t he  proposal f o r  c loser  co-operation between S.C .S. and T.C .C. 
For some of the  bigger t r i p s  t h i s  has meant t h a t  gear can be shared and mem- 
bers o r  both clubs can par t ic ipa te ,  making emlora t ion  of t he  major holes a t  
Naydenamuch easier.. Although the  formal agreement a s  published i n  a previous 
Spiel  has now been terminated it is hoped t h a t  combined t r i p s  w i l l  continue.' 

Search and Rescue a c t i v i t i e s  have received, a t  l a s t ,  some considera- 
t i o n  from the  Police search and rescue squad and the  Climbers Club of Tas., 
thanks t o  our S.& R. o f f ice r ,  Peter WatBs. I n  May of l a s t  year a very success- 
f u l  exercise was held i n  Herberts Pot a t  Mole Creek with a good spr inkl ing 
of cavers, climbers and police S R squad members present. A great  d e ~ l  was 
l ea rn t  by everybody about equipment, techniques and organisation and the  s u b  
sequent t ra in ing  nights a t  t he  police garage produced discussion bringing 
for th  potent ia l ly  useful  ideas. Hopefully more t r a in ing  exercises and organi- 
sation w i l l  produce an e f f i c i en t  cave rescue group f o r  the  S t a t e  which up 
u n t i l  now we have been sadly lacking. 

I want t o  thank the  of f ice  bearers of t he  club who have helped keep 
the  whole show on t h e  road during t he  year. The immediate past  president, 
~ndrew skinner, who unfortunately hed t o  res ign because of personal commit- 
ments. Secretary-Treasurer, Tony Culberg, f o r  undertaking a thankless task,  
and Laurie Moody and Therese Goede f o r  edi t ing and typing the  Spiel  which 
has continued a s  a record of t he  Club's a c t i v i t i e s .  

Although a t  the  forthcoming A.G.M. I s h a l l  be avai lable  f n r  re-election 
please bear i n  mind t h a t  due t o  study commitments my time towards t he  l a t t e r  
half  of t he  year w i l l  be severly l imited.  

S tuar t  Nicholas , 
President. 

Congratulations t o  B i l l  Tomalin who was voted i n  a s  a Fu l l  Member a t  the  
February meeting. B i l l  i s  with t he  Division of Recreation and has been in- 
volved with caving f o r  many years i n  t he  northern pa r t  of t he  s t a t e .  He 
has a l so  been very much involved with t h e  C.O.O.E.E. repor t  which i s  p u b  
l ished i n  t h i s  Spiel  f o r  your perusal and comments w i l l  be welcomed a t  the  
next meeting. 
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Maydena Branch Report. 

Exploration of the  Junee River Caves, J F  30 & 31. 

Over thc  past  month a number of t r i p s  were made t o  t h e  c a v e s ( ~ ~  30 & 31), 
which were shown t o  us by Max J e f f r i e s  on 12th Feb. J F  31 was explored by a TCC 
party i n  1972, t o  a length of 90 m t s . ,  J F  30 was looked a t  but not entered on 
the  same t r i p .  

J F  31 is a horizontal cave, approx. 15  yds. up from the  l e f t  r i v e r  bank, 
midway betwecn the  eff lux and the  bridge. After  a number of attempts John Parker 
and myself f i na l l y  negotiated the  squeeze a t  the  90 m. point  which was t he  pre- 
vious l im i t  of exploration. From here we walked along a f'urther 80 m. of dry 
etream bed - which f i na l l y  ended i n  a shallow sump, very s imilar  t o  t h a t  i n  
Welcome Stranger. Emerged covered i n  mud, overal ls  i n  t a t t e r s  - eas i l y  t he  mud- 
d i e s t  cave wefve been in .  

This cave does not appear t o  be fed by the  Junee River but ra ther  by an 
underground system fed by caves i n  t he  h i l l s  behind. Judging by the  height of the  
stream passage and the  well worn stones on its bcd, t he  cave must take a large 
flow during t he  winter, which would appear t o  seep in to  the  Junee from a point 
under the  squeeze. The first 90 m. of passage i s  very muddy and,must a c t  a s  an -W-. 
overflow passage or  perhaps was t he  old streambed. 

J F  30 i s  s i tua ted  on the  l e f t  bank qu i te  close t o  J F  31..It is  described 
i n  t h e  A.S.Y. cave l i s t  a s  '1 an inflow cave taking a small pa r t  of t he  Junee 
Riverv. We f e e l  again t h a t  t h i s  cave may be fad by an under@;round.system, a s  well 
a s  t he  Junee i n  high l eve l  times. John Parker negotiated the  cave ( the  entrance 
of whiah drope approx. 2 m. below the  r ivor  l eve l )  through head high w t e r  t o  a 
length of 30 m. but fu r ther  progress was stopped by a t i g h t  squeeze. It seems 
almost ce r t a in  t h a t  t h i s  cave comes up t o  jo in  with JF  31. 

In view of our findinps we f e e l  t h a t  a search of t he  h i l l s  behind the  
r i ve r  might bring t o  l i g h t  i n t e r e s t i ng  f inds  and perhaph a small underground 
system, separate t o  t he  3unee Efflux System. 

- Anne Annan. 

0-00-000-00-0 

PROPOSED W S .  

JF  31 - lfThe Letterbox" - due t o  the  sensation of being posted through the  
squeeze. 

3F 30 - tf?'om Smi th*  Caveft - Tom %ith(now deceased) grew potatoes on the  
f l a t s  up the  r i v e r  from the  caves - he was t he  discoverer of both 
caves and showed them t o  Max some years ago. 

Nore From Maydena. (condensed -   d. ) - .. . .- 

Three t r i p s  t o  t he  area-around the Chairman - more.fissures but proved no goers. 
West Florentine on the  26th of Feb. - C2shion Ck. and Beginners Luck were looked 
a t  and a s m a l l  cave was located i n  t he  Beginners Luck Reserve which required t he  

-. . . - .. removal of a big rock t o  gain access. ., - -  
Anne Annan. 

A report  from John Parker has a l so  been received and w i l l  be published i n  d e t a i l  
i n  the  next Spiel. He has looked a t  areas near R i f t  Cave and the  Humbolt River. 

A detai led report  on a. tour  of mainland caves has been received from Pat  N l e p  
ton. Due t o  lack of room i n  t h i s  Sp ie l  it too w i l l  be published i n  t he  next. 

Please remember when read in^ the  report  o v e ~ l e a f  t h a t  t h i s  is a summary of 
the  caving committees advice t o  t he  C.O.O.E.E. committee and is- not 
necessmily Education Department policy (yet). 

B i l l  Tomdin . 
to hanks t o  B i l l  f o r  ge t t ing  t he  s t enc i l s  typed up - ~ d i t o r . )  
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C s v e n s m - i ~ ~  ~?dvisozy -&rr~i'i.i;ee 
- - m -  --W 

Tonalin - *Peacher ~ i n ~ s t o m  Iligh School 
Goede - Vice-Sr ?s. T.P. C./ 'Tas. ~ c ' r i v e r n i t y ( ~ e o n o r ~ h o 1 0 ~ )  

0 Ilqrray - Cui-ato? inthropolgy TES. !us-. To@. C. 

Culberg - l ecturcr/  Tech. College T.C.S. 

Jagoc - Teacl?er Fe;. I'oen 3 y h  3chool 

9'hv.r~ tons - Teecher Xirp t o r  -i,":~ 3chool 

Barn-= - :'lacreation Mv. C. L". L.  l. :. 
R r o m  - Searc;: 2nd Aiescue conmil tmt  

Robertson - I(-'!. Reprmmtat ive  

i nd iv i rka l i s t s  with t h a r  0r.m p ? r q o d '  in te rpre ta t ions  of  

nethods a ~ d  ethics.  XI1 of t'?e above a* of U v e  beer, cavern of* corsid- 

erable e perkence. It co-lxi therefore as a yleaoant s u p r i s e  to f i nd  such 

harmanious agreement v'n'ai d i s  cv.ssin~: the contentious is me of School 

Cavemeerin& Tkis report  roprese:: ts a condense? vemicjr o ?  t!: a discusoions 

t.%t t!?is c o m i t t e e  has k d over :he last f e-- P O ~ ?  th- it does not icdim.te 

r -- the coviaitmen t oP i r d i v i  iun! S ai-d Clt~bs over many yeas of caving. OS-; of 

us a r e  introtluced t o  t h i s  saor;; thro~lg;' Cubs  arc- I ;roul& lib to record 

conr.iit;ee, m- tharks f o r  ::our t i ne ,  your patience a d  7ov-r w r o e r v e d  , --. 

con t ~ i b u t i o c s  o YM.3 R6rort. 

General Carmen ts ;- 
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Report and Recommendations 

of t he  

Caverneering Advisory Committee 
-p----- 

General Comilcnt s : - 
Throughout discussions,  fo rna l  and informal, p r io r  t o  f i na l i s i ng  t h i s  

Report, two :-?eas of concwn have been constantly voiced a s  major problems. 
Leadership is tha  c r i t i c a l  fac tor  ?m school-caverneering and conservation of 
caves is  the 0 t h ~ ~ .  F i l l  aspects of school-caverneering a r e  dependant on 
competent lezdership an6 without t h i s ,  no caverneering should take place. 

Specific Commcns :- 
* 

1. Conservat im 
---.- 

Physical and scologbcal d~~ifiage w i l l  be caused whenever people, adu l t  o r  
chi ld ,  enter  a cave systein. Wi~ether t h i s  be gross physical damage 
(breakage of fornat ica ,  mud tracked over formation) o r  ecological ( introduction 
of bacter ia ,  des:l-uction of exis t ing fauna e t c . )  it is mostly an i r revers ib le  
process. A cave is thc  ~ o s t  de l ica te ly  balanced of a l l  wilderness 
environments and, a s  sxch, must 5e t raatcd with extreme care.  

2. Leadership 

Any adventure clctivity depmds on leaders  and leadership f o r  its success 
a s  a recreat ional  o r  eclucational experience. Leaders must be selected by 
objective ( s k i l l s ,  experience c t c . )  and subjective c r i t e r i a  (group-control, 
commitment e tc .  ) . In  cocsidering teachers a s  leaders  f o r  t h i s  a c t i v i t y ,  it 
must be shocm t h a t  they Are a )  Active b )  Committed c )  Experienced on 
three  leve ls .  (1. a t  Club l eve l .  2. with contemporaries and 3.  with 
school children).  

An a c t i v i t y  invoVS-ing advcnture can be nu l l i f i ed  by in s i s t i ng  on a host 
of specified safety  p~ocedurcs.  "l competent leader  w i l l  be well aware of 
the  mechanics involved i n  a cavwnecring excursion and w i l l  a l s o  accept a 
ce r ta in  r isk-factor .  This comnittca is  re luc tan t  t o  specify r a t i o s  of  
leader/students because of the  wide var ie ty  of locat ions ,  d i f f i c u l t y  of t h e  
cave, varying ages of student; iavolved znd so on. We would suggest t h a t  
there  be never l e s s  than -ityo ( 2 )  experienced adul t s  accompanying the  group 
and t h a t  there  be nave? more than 12 students i n  any cave a t  the  one time. -- 

The remainder of . tXs  repc-t contains recommendations based on the  
comments above. 

- 
P a t  A. Re,rristrat.ioi: 

A r e g i s t e r ,  o r  su i t ab l e  records, of leaders  be 
es tab1 is hed. 
The 1 - c ~ i s t e r  contain d e t a i l s  of a leaders1 S 

experieme (standardised repor t  form 1. 
Any persoa with the  necessary s k i l l s  may 
apply f c r  re& i s r r a t  ion. 
Only - - ~ g i s t e r e d  ! .I;c-~ be accepted f o r  
s c h o o l ~ b ~ s c a  czvemeering . 
Register de ta? l s  be ava i lab le  t o  Frincipals.  
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6. Regis ter  d e t a i l s  inay be added t o  by any A.S.F. 
(Austral ian Speleological  Federat ion ) 
a f f i l i a t c d  organisa t ion.  - 

7. Regis t ra t ion  ccase a )  on reques t  
b ) a f t  er, v e r i f i e d  negligence/ 

i.ncompetence repor t s .  
8. Application f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  be supporteh by A.S.F. 

a f f i l i a t c d  orzanisa t ion.  
9, A l eader  re-zipply far p e g i s t r a t i o n  after a period 

.-. e - -  o f  i n a c t i v i t y  &X-eeding two years. 

Pa r t  B. Commitment 

P a r t  C. ,.. 
I 

1. Considerable c o m i t n e a t  t o  Outdoor Adventure experiences 
must be shcim by a Lelder. 

2. P a r t i c u l a r  c o m i t n e n t  i n  Caverneering be shown 
by the .  l eader .  

, Experience 

- P r a c t i c a l  experience be considered using t h e  following 
cri'tei+ia :- 

l. Suf f ic ien t  in~~!-.--meat i n  caverneering t o  ensure experience of 
a l l  cozincn types of undtrground t e r r a i n  found i n  Tasmanian 
Caves (hor izonta l  and v e r t i c a l  t i g h t  passages, boulder-chokes, 

, a c t i v e  styeXmirays, ladder  and rope p i t ches  etc. 1. 

2 .  Fract ' ical  knowlcdgz of  rope and ladder  techniques and be a b l e  
t o  teach t h e  re levant  ones t o  novices. 

- a )  - Climb 30s .  1zLdr.r - f r e e  and aga ins t  face 
b )  P r u p i k e  307.. - f r z z  and aga ins t  f a c e  
c )  AbseS - t r r o  techniques 
d )  Basic knots usd. i n  climbing 
e )  Rig pi tches  and belays 

33. A t  l e a s t  l? days experience a s s i s t i n g  with non-adult novices. 
1 .  

4. Knowledge o f  s u i t a b l e  c lo th ing  and personal  equipment 
(unsuitaS2.o , - TOO). 

5 .  Knowledge 02 gmup equfpment and a b i l i t y  t o  use it. 

6. ~ p ~ r o v e d  F i r s t  Aid C e r t i f i c a t e  - (See Addendum). 

. - t  7. Knowledge o f ' n a t ~ ~ a l  caving hazards - a b i l i t y  t o  assess and t ake  
precautions a g ~ i n s t  f looding.  

8. Knowledge oE A.S.F. sa fe ty  codes ( See Addendum). 

9. Knowledge 02 S c ~ r z h  and Rescue procedures ( See Addendum). - 

10. Knowle6ge of  depar txenta l  requirements f o r  hazardous excursions. 

11. Knowledge of  cave environments. 

P a r t  D. Safety 

1. Ratios of l eade- /~ov ices  be c a r e f u l l y  considered (See Specif ic  
Comments 3).' 

2. Extensive 1mo;riedge of  causes and e f f e c t s  of hypothermia, 
e s s e n t i a l l y  i n  poai~g people - a b i l i t y  t o  diagnose and t ake  
precautions. 
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Part  E. 

Part F. 

Part  G. 

3. Only recommended group equipment be used ( e i t he r  t o  A. S.F. 
specif icat ion or  Br i t i sh  Caving Standard). 

4. Suitable equipment requirements be discussed and indicated 
by an Equipment Committee. 

Responsibility 

1. A leader be capable of exercising su f f i c i en t  control  over the  
group t o  minirnise ecological damage occuring and dangerous 
s i tua t ions  a r i s ing .  

2. Final assessment of competence t o  lead a school p u p ,  i n  
conjunction with t h e  guide-lines suggested i n  t h i s  Report, 
remain t h e  Principal 's .  

Suitable Caves 

It is not intended t o  imply t h a t  these  caves a r e  "safe". 
The recommended caves a r e  such t h a t  a minimum amount of damage - 
t o  the cave w i l l  be caused by inexperienced cavers. 

1. Only caves recomaended by the  A.S.F. member-Clubs i n  Tasmania 
be used f o r  school caverneering. 

2. Altera,:ions may be made t o  t h e  l is t  of recommended caves 
a f t e r  consultat ion with A.S.F. member-Clubs. 

3. Other caves may be used only with specia l  permission of the  
A. S. F. member-Cl-ubs . 

4. Recommended caves (see Tasmanian Caverneering Club, November 
1975 No. 107) a t  present a r e  :- 

( a )  Tourist  areas  i n  caves 

(b)  Ida Bay - Zastings Areas 

1. Wolf -Hole 3 .  Bradley Chesterman 
2. Entrance Cave 4. Revelation Cave 

( c )  J u n e e - F l o r e n t i n e A r e a  

1. J.F. 1 4. J.F. 59-60 
2. Cashion Creek 5. J.F. 89-90 
3. Ross Walker 6. Khazad -dum (top a r ea )  

(d)  Mole Creek Area 

1. Wet Ca.ve 4. Baldock' S Cave 
2. Honeycomb I 5. Spider-Blackshawl 
3. Scott '  S Cave 

Standing Committee on Cavernezring 

1. A Standing Committee on Caverneering be formed. 
2. The Committee should cons i s t  of :- 

a )  An executive member of each A.S.F. member-Club 
i n  Tasmania (Tasmanian Caverneering Club - T.C.C.) 

(Southern Caving Society - S.C.S.) 
(Northern Caveneers - N.C. 

b )  No more than 4 ac t ive ,  competent and experienced 
teacher-cavers. 
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3. The functions of t h e  Committee should be :- 

a )  t o  implement C.O.O.E.E. policy on caving 
b )  t o  process leader  r eg i s t r a t i on  
c) t o  monitor a l l  aspects of caving standards in  Tasmanian 

schools 
d )  t o  formulate and control  leader-training i n  Tasmania, 

Addendum 

P a r t  C ( 6 )  - It is suggested t h a t  F i r s t  Aid Cert i f icat ion should 
be par t  of In-service training,and not necessari ly 
reserved f o r  caverneering leaders.  

Par t  C (8)  - A.S.F. Safety Codes a r e  avai lable  ( p r i n t )  from 
Australian Speleological Federation, 
P.O. Box 388, 
Bmadway, N.S.W. 2007 

P a r t  C (9) Search and Rescue procedures - information being 
prepared by Frank Brown 

Department of t he  Environment, 
Hobart. 
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