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FORWARD PROGRAMME:

. March 5-7 - -Méydena._Florentine area with Laurie Moody.
- Msrch 19-20 -  Exit Cave. Leader: A.Culberg.’
March 26-27 - Mangara - look it up on the map. A farewell party for Mike

March and double birthday celebrations for two club members
who turn another year older around that time. For details on
“how to get there contact Therese or Mike at 8 Bath Street.

MAKGH 3¢  —  fUUAL GENERAL MsKTING s- 13 Mason Street, Claremont.
' al 8 p-m. Electiocn of office bearers.

April 2-3 .~ Exit Cave. Leader: A.Culberg.

April 8-12 -~ Easter. Exit Cave - surveying. A. Culberg.

v

May 4 ~ . . General Moobi:n- :. 3 Dath Street, Battery Point, & p.m.

The Maydena brahch =%ill sun regular weekend trips. Further info. Ph.88 2222.

EDITORTAL.

m 2. Thé objects of the club are:-
(a) To further  averneering as a cport and Speleology as a sdienCe.
(b) To prescrve caves and cave scenery

(c) To prowebe sczial iatercourse between cavers. !

A letter has been roceived from S.C.S. indicating that they wish to
terminate the trial agreement fcr closer co-operation. Our club regrets the
decision but respects the rizht of .C.S. to make it. Individual members are,
however, welcome at S.C.S. clubroons for natter nights and 1t is hoped that

combined caving trips will sti¥l occur.
Members are reminded thdat the next meeting is the ANNUAL GENERAI, 'MEET-

ING. All positions become vacant so come dlong and exercise your right to vote.
: Your decisions are important and could make or break the club.;

- 0-00~000-0o0~0
CLUB NEWS.

Congratulations to Heakner Syses on being granted full voting rights at the
February meeting.

Several new cave names for caves in the Maydena area were proposed but it
was decided to wait unbtili the A.G-M. before approving these. = .. . .

Rumour has 1t ﬁhat Therese has .got bees in her bonnet - (and,Max)is ﬁissing
: ‘a few). - -
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PRESIDENL'S ANNUAL  EmPORT.

The past year has seen a moderate increase in activity over the previous
year for the club, particularly at Maydena where a small but very keen group
of members has been at ‘work. Their efforts have resulted in the finding of a
mumber of significant vertical caves in the area east of Khazad-dum not far
from Rift Cave. Most of these discoveries still need exploration including
the major find so far, The Chairman, which is still going both up and down
stream at a .depth of about 165 m. Much more surface exploration needs to be

done in this area as well as at Ida Bay in the south which is a promising

Needless to say, exploration requires people in the form of club mem-
bers who are actively interested in pursuing their chosen sport. At the pres-
ent time, and in fact for the past year or more, the number of active members
in the club has been very small which has led to the rather unfortunate situ-
ation of. trips having to be cancelled owing to lack of support. During the
next twelve months the club needs to make every effort to attract new members
to its ranks and entice some of the previously active members back again in
order that some of the many possible projects can be tackled. Mamy of our
major caves still need surveying - Exit and Growling Swallet for example,
both of which 8till have good potential for exploration. A survey traverse
to establish the position of the Chairman and surrounding holes needs doing
urgently.

Of happenings in the past twelve months, perhaps one of the most sig-
nificant was the proving of the stream connection between Growling Swallet
(JF 36) and Junee Cave about 9.5 km. away as the crow flies. Also of signif-
icance wes the proposal for closer co-operation between S.C.S. and T.C.C.

For some of the.bigger trips this has meant that gear can be shared and mem-
bers of both clubs can participate, making exrloration of the major holes at.

- Maydena. much. easier. Although the formal agreement as published in a previous
Spiel has now been terminated it is hoped that combined trips will continue.

Search and Rescue activities have received, at last, some considera-
tidén from the Police search and rescue squad and the Climbers Club of Tas.,

thanks to our S.& R. officer, Peter Watts. In May of last year a very success-

ful ‘exercise was held in Herberts Pot at Mole Creek with a good sprinkling
of cavers, climbers and police S & R squad members present. A great deal was
learnt by everybody about equipment, techniques and organisation and the sub-
sequent training nights at the police garage produced discussion bringing
forth potentially useful ideas. Hopefully more training exercises and organi-
sation will produce an efficient cave rescue group for the State which up
until now we have been sadly lacking.

I want to thank the office bearers of the club who have helped keep
the whole show on the road during the ycar. The immediate past president,
Andrew Skinner, who unfortunatsly had to resign because of personal commit-
ments. Secretary-Treasurer, Tony Culberg, for undertasking a thankless task,
and Laurie Moody and Therese Goede for editing and typing the Spiel which
has continued as a record of the Club's activities.

Although at the forthcoming A.G.M. I shall be available for re-election

please bear in mind that due to study commitments my time towards the latter
half of the year will be severly limited.
Stuart Nicholas,

President.

0-00~-000-00-0

Congratulations to Bill Tomalin who was voted in as a Full Member at the
February meeting. Bill is with the Division of Recreation and has been in-
volved with caving for many years in the northern part of the state. He
has also ‘been very much involved with the C.0.0.E.:. report which is pub-

lished in this Spiel for your perusal and comments will be welcomed at the
next meeting.

......
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Mayvdena Branch Report.
Exploration of the Junce River Caves, JFTBO & 31.

Over the past month a number of trips were made to the caves(JF 30 & 31),
which were shown to us by Max Jeffrics on 12th Feb. JF 31l-was explored by a TCC
party in 1972, to a length of 90 mts., JF 30 was looked at but not entered on
the same trip.

JF 31 is a horizontal cave, approx. 15 yds. up from the left river bank,
midway between the efflux and the bridge. After a number of attempts John Parker
and myself finally negotiated the squeeze at the 90 m. point which was the pre-
vious limit of exploration. From here we walked alomg a further 80 m. of dry
gtream bed - which finally ended in a shallow sump, very similar to that in
Welcome Stranger. Emerged covercd in mud, overalls in tatters - easily the mud-
diest cave we've been in.

This cave does not appear to be fed by the Junee River but rather by an
underground system fed by caves in the hills behind. Judging by the height of the
stream passage and the well worn stones on its bed, the cave must take a large
flow during the winter, which would appear to seep into the Junee from a point
under the squeeze. The first 90 m. of passage is very muddy and must act as an —~———
overflow passage or perhaps was the old streambed.

JF 30 1is situated on the left bank quite close to JF 31. It is-described.
in the A.S.F. cave 1list as " an inflow cave taking a small part of the Junee
River". We feel again that this cave may be fed: by an underground system, as well
as the Junee in high level times. John Parker negotiated the cave (the entrance
of which drope approx. 2 m. below the river level) through head high vater to a
length of 30 m. but further progress was stopped by a tight squeeze. It seems
almost certain that this cave comes up to join with JF 31.

In view of our findings we fecl that a search of the hills behlnd the
river might bring to light interesting finds and perhephk a small underground
system, separate to the Juneec Lfflux System.

o

" Anne Annan.

0~00~000~00~-0
PROPOSED _NAMES. oo -
JF 31 - "The Letterbox" - due to the sensation of belng posted through the
squeeze.
JF30 - "Tom Smith® Cave" - Tom Smith(now deceased) grew potstoes on the

flats up the river from the caves - he was the discoverer of both
caves and showed them to Max some years ago.

o0—00-000-00-0

More From Maydena. (condensed -~ Ed.)

Three trips Fo the area.around the Chairman - meore.fissures but proved no goers.
West Florentine om the 26th of Feb., - Ceshlon Ck. and Beginners Luck were looked
at and a small cave was located in the Beginners Luck Reserve which ‘required the

removal of a big rock to gain access. o - -
Anne Annan. .

A report from John Parker has slso been received and will be published in detail
in the next Spiel. He has looked at areas near Rift Cave and the Humbolt River.

A detailed report on a tour of mainland caves has been received from Pat Fuller
ton. Due to lack of room in this Spiel it too will be published in the next.

- e e e~ m e e -

Please remember when reading the report over-leaf that this is a summary of
the caving committees advice to the C.0.0.E.E. committee and isesse not
necessarily Education Department policy (yet).

Bill Tomalin.
(Thanks to Bill for getting the stencils typed up - Editor.)
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Tt Cavenzerirg Advisory Committec

‘feacher Kingston Figh School

Convenor; W. Tomalin - Loh S ] -
A. Goede = Vice-Pras, T.G.C./ Tas. Uriversity(Seomorphology)
P. furray - Curator AnthrOpolgy Tas. iuseun, T.0.C,

..

7. Culberg - lLecturer/ Tech. College T.C.C.
i, Jagoe - Teacher Neir Toen High School

T. Thurstons - Teacher Xiféston igh 3chool
I. Barnes - Recreation Dive C.C.C. . L.

F, Broom - Searcn and desecue consul tant

D. Robertson - K-, Representative

Cavers are all individvalists with thour own pergonal'interpretations of
nethods and ethies. 411 of the above are 6f have beer, cavers of- corsid-
erable ¢ pertence. It coies theréforé as a vleasant surcrise to find such .

harmorious agreement’ when discussing the contentious issue of School

Caverneering. Ti1is report represents a condsnsed versior o thz discussions

that this committee has h:d over *the last fe- months— it doeS'nbt ifdicate
the comitment of ifdiviluals ard Clubs over many jegé of caving, 03t of
us are introduced to this spors througe Clubs and I ﬁould.like to fecorﬂ
ny pzrsonal thanzs to the clubs of this jtate. ‘o th2 members of this
conwitiee, mr tharks for wour time, vour patience and rour urreserved

cortributions ‘o this Rerort.
'Bill Tomalin

Report ~nd Recommendations of the

Caverneerirg advisory Coumittee (Dec ;;éﬁﬁ)

General Comments ;-

il
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Report and Recommendations

of the

Caverneering Advisory Committee

General Commecnts :=

Throughout discussions, formal and informal, prior to finalising this
Report, two @reas of concern have been constantly voiced as major problems.
Leadership is the eritical factor in school-caverneering and conservation of
caves 1s the othcr. All aspects of school-caverneering are dependant on
competent leadership and without this, no caverneering should take place.

Specific Comments :-

1. Conservation

Physical and ecelogical demage will be caused whenever people, adult or
child, enter a cave systen. Whether this be gross physical damage
(breakage of formation, mud tracked over formation) or ecological (introduction
of bacteria, destruction of existing fauna etc.) it is mostly an irreversible
process. A cave is the most delicately balanced of all wilderness
environments and, as such, musi: be treated with extreme care.

2. Leadership
"Any adventure activity depends on leaders and leadership for its success

as a recreational or educational experience. Leaders must be selected by
objective (skills, experience ctc.) and subjective criteria (group-control,

commitment etc.). In considering teachers as leaders for this activity, it
must be shown that they are a) Active b) Committed c) Experienced on
three levels. " (1. at Club level. 2. with contemporaries and 3. with

school children).
3. Safety

An activity involving adventure can be nullified by insisting on a host
of specified safety procedures. A competent leader will be well aware of
the mechanics involved in @ caverneering excursion and will also accept a
certain risk-factor. This comnittce is reluctant to specify ratios of
leader/students because of the wide variety of locations, difficulty of the
cave, varying ages of students involved and so on, We would suggest that
there be never less than two (2) experienced adults accompanying the group
and that there be never morc than 12 students in any cave at the one time.

The remainder of this repcrt contains recommendations based on the
comments above.

Part A. ngistgéfion
1. A register, or suitable records, of leaders be
established.

2. The rcgister contain details of a leaders's
§ experience (standardised report form).
3. ”Any person with the necessary skills may
apply for registration.
© 477 Only wegistered 1oicr: be accepted for ,
"< school-bzsed caverneering. o
5. Register details be available to Principals.
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-2 -
6. Register devails may be added to by any A.S.F.
(Australian Speleological Federatlon)
affiliated organization.-
7. Registration ccace a) on request
b) after verified negligence/
incompetence reports.
. 8. .. Application for registration be supported by A.S8.F.
i affiliated organisation,
9. A leader re—anplj for registration after a period
e o 1nact1v1ty cxceeding two vears.
Part B. ~ Commitment
1. Considerable commitment to Outdoor Adventure experiences
must be shcwn by a leader.
2. Particular commitment in Caverneering be shown
. by the. leader.
Part C.“”;lExpériehée N
- fPractlcal expe‘ﬂlencn be con31dered using the following
crlterla e
1. Sufficient invol--zment in caverneering to ensure experience of
all commcn types of underground terrain found in Tasmanian
.. caves (horizontal and vertical tight passages, boulder-chokes,
L actlve stocamnavs, ladder and rope pitches etc. ).
- 2. Practical knowledgz of rope and ladder techniques and be able
: to teach the relevant ones to novices.
a) . Climb 3¢m. ledder - free and against face
b) Prugeike 30-. - frece and against face
c¢) Abseil - two techniques
d) Basic knots uead in climbing
e) Rig pitches and belays
3. © At least 12 days experience assisting with non-adult novices.
‘.4,’ ”Khowledge o7 suitable clothing and personal equlpment -
(unsultaode, Loo;. ,
5. Knowledge of group equipment and ability to use it.
LISQ Approved First Aid Certificate - (See Addendum).
7+ . Knowledge of natural caving hazards - ability to assess and take
precautions against flooding.
8. Knowledge of A.S.F. cafety codes ( See Addendum).
9. Knowledge of Scerch and Rescue procedures ( See Addendum).
10. Knowledge of departmental requirements for hazardous excursions.
11. Knowladge of cave environments.
Part D, Safety
1. Ratios of leader/nov1ce° be carefully conSLdered (See Specific
Comments 3).°
2.  Extensive knowledge of causes and effects of hypothermia,

essentially in young people - ablllty to dlagnose and take
precQutlons. :




\
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3.

l"’.

- 3 -
Only recommended group equipment be used (either to A.S.F.
specification or British Caving Standard).

Suitable equipment requirements be discussed and indicated
by an Equipment Committee.

Part E. Responsibility

1.

A leader be capable of exercising sufficient control over the
group to minimise ecological damage occuring and dangerous
situations arising.

Final assessment of competence to lead a school group, in
conjunction with the guide-lines suggested in this Report,
remain the Principal's.

Part F. Suitable Caves

It is not intended to imply that these caves are 'safe".

The recommended caves are such that a minimum amount of damage
to the cave will be caused by inexperienced cavers.

1. Only caves recomanended by the A.S.F. member-Clubs in Tasmania
be used for school caverneering.
2. Altera:ions may be made to the list of recommended caves
after consultation with A.S.F. member-Clubs.
3. Other caves may be used only with special permission of the
A.S.F. member-Clubs.
4, Recommended caves (see Tasmanian Caverneering Club, November
1975 No. 107) at present are :-
(a) Tourist areas in caves
(b) Ida Bay - Hastings Areas
1. Wolf-Hole 3. Bradley Chesterman
2. Entrance Cave 4, Revelation Cave
(c) Junee - Florentine Area
1. J.F. 1 4, J,F., 59-60
2. Cashion Creek 5. J.F. 89-90
3. Ross Walker 6. Xhazad -dum (top area)
(d) Mole Creek Area
1. Wet Cave 4. Baldock's Cave
2, Honeycomb I 5. Spider-Blackshawl
3. Scott's Cave
Part G. Standing Committee on Caverneering
1. A Standing Committee on Caverneering be formed.
2. The Committee should consist of :-

a) An executive member of each A.S.F. member-Club
in Tasmania (Tasmanian Caverneering Club - T.C.C.)
(Scuthern Caving Society - S.C.S.)
(Northern Caveneers - N.C. )
b) No more than Y4 active, competent and experienced

teacher-cavers.
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3. The functions of the Committee should be :-

a) to implement C.0.0.E.E. policy on caving

b) to process leader registration

c) to monitor all aspects of caving standards in Tasmanian
schools

d) to formulate and control leader-training in Tasmania.

Addendum

Part C (6) - It is suggested that First Aid Certification should
be part of In-Service training,and not necessarily
reserved for caverneering leaders,

Part C (8) - A.S.F. Safety Codes are available (print) from
Australian Speleological Federation,
P.0. Box 388,
Broadway, N.S.W. 2007

Part C (9) Search and Rescue procedures - information being
prepared by Frank Brown
Department of the Enviromment,
Hobart.
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