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FOR' ihRD PROGWvU E,- 

We Been t o  have reached that  t5me of the year once again when our nembers 

prefer warm homes and hot coffee, t o  wet bush and cold f ee t .  Add t o  t h i s  the 

fac t  tha t  our more active cavers are elsewhere a t  present and we have no 

forward propanme. IIowever, I have beexi led t o  believe t h a t  Fjaydena branch 

members can s t i l l  be pe::suaded -ko leave t h e i r  home f i r e s  and go bush eo i f  

you want t o  go caving t h i s  month you'd 'qesf. phone up Anne Annan on 88 2222. 

Next GEXERAJ, ldEEPIMG - JUNE 1, 8 p,s . Rave not received not if icat ion of 
a pre-arranged meeting place so the venue 
f o r  t h i s  meeting w i l l  be 

8 3ath Street,  3at tery Point. 

- - - - - - - W - -  

m'UL DINNER - -- . --- -_A 

A t  the l a s t  meeting it was decided that  t h i s  mould be held on the 

10th of September, a t  the "Bavarian Tavern" ( i n  Liverpool Street . )  Time yet t o  

be finalized but we'll probably meet a t  7.30 f o r  pre-dinner drinks and start 

our dinner a t  8.00p.n. A deposit would be appreciated upon booking and w i l l  be 
returned t o  you on the evening of the dinner. For fur->her infornation contact 
Therese Goede or  the acting treasurer rl.Culberg. 

!ben there'  s nothing t o  say don't waste your breath(or i n  t h i s  case 
W - clu3 s tenci ls) .  The only thing of note i s  tha t  :!ednesday night gatherings are 

once again occuring. By general concensus cavers are now meeting a t  the old 
gathering place of 8 Bath Street ,  Eattery Point. lrnlike the  f i r s t  time when 
people had a choice of s i t t i n g  on f loor  boards o r  apple cases you can now sit 
on the lounge su i te  or  comfy carpet. Hope 'CO have m a r t i c l e  f r o m  Peter l!urray 
fo r  the next Spiel probably on recent finds in  the Blorentine Valley. Anyone 
e lse  who would l ike  t o  have sonething published? I ' d  sure l ike  t o  hear from you! 

FA 

*** Laurie Moody ha8 a new phone number, you can now oontact him on 

49 384-2. 

m CAVIS U (ICATTES" It CAVESI1 V' CAVFSt1 CAVESw '*CAVES It 

by !Cony Waltham. 

Have been able t o  obtain some more copies of t h i s  excellent book. Anyone wishing 

t o  purchase a copy can contact me at 8 Bath Street ,  Battery Point. 

PRICE $4.90 repeat 54.30 ( i f  nesc. add postage.) 



+ Ladder makinh 
AB we are still waitjng f o r  the aluminium tubing we decided 

t o  purchase 100 pm-dri l led rungs which S .CS. had t o  spare. Ladder making 
can now commence and volunteers should phone Stuart  hricholas on 28 3054. 

Financial ,$iteitb_b& 

The Secretary has advised me tha t  the following are finan- 
cial .  I f  you sent your sub. a f t e r  14/5/77 you won1 t be on thy s list. Tf you 
haven't yet sent your sub. please do so as soon as poesible. 

W.M. Tomalin R. Dean P .EUlerton 
hi. Jagoe H. Symes P. Watts 
A. and S. Annan ]'.and T. Jef f r i e s  B. Nicholeon 
T. Goede L. ! ' L O O ~ Y  R .  Iserding 
R. and E. Skimer R. Booth B'. Narch 
L. Robinson A.  ? ledman D. Kartin N. Poulter 

+ * * * 9 + O : ' : i *  

Over Easter we received a visit from three mainland cavers - Stephen 
Beenton, Graeme Smith(SU'iS) and David Stenson(l:CG), - \rho stayed with us on 
the F'ridaynight. On Saturday we guided them up t o  !'hazad-dwn, which they duly 
bot toned . 

The Pill ingers Creek area was v5sil;ed on several occasions, with the 
resul t  tha t  a new inflow cave has been located on the western slope of aoberts 
H i l l .  
1 s t  m - a group of fanatics attempted t o  walk along the bed of Eden Creek, 
but foiled by nouatains of t h i s t l e s  and s t ingers  - t h i s  nas followed by a 
scrub-bashing session in an adjacent area, the only resul t  of t h i s  being 
tha t  me a l l  got l o s t .  
6th Y I ~ J  - Flax, Anne and John, with Laurie and Louise Yoody. 

Beautiful day f o r  once. Drove out t o  Settlement Road t o  look a t  
cavee reported jn the area. Bat-lled around fo r  several hours - through fe l led  
tinber and stingers,  finding only a few small caves - the area should reveal 
more caves when the area is  burnt. 

Pollowing t h i s  we went up -i;o J P  103 and JP 105 no tha t  JJaurie could 
take some photos. Vhile he did so knne and I loaded b'Iax8s ute up with f i r e -  
wood and t e a  tree.  

Caves numbered over the past few weeks include: 
JF 114 - Cave {mile past Qlrisps But - fu l ly  explored t o  a depth of 120 f t .  

Strong draught. 
JF 115 - Adjacent cave - f u l l y  explored t o  depth of 160 f t .  A foul, muddy 

hole. 
JP 116 - Small cave a t  end of Stan Love11 Qd. 30 f t  entrance pitch leading 

in to  small crawl passages. 
JF 117 - Cave a t  the end of Settlement -load. Fully explored t o  a depth of 

60 f t .  
* * + + * + * * * *  

Partl:  (Fri .  ) Roy ~ k i n n e r ( ~ )  - 
(Fr i  .-Sat. ) Dave Cosden, Sally ~ o s d e n ( ~ '  S. ) Graeme Snlith, Steve Bunton, 

David Stenson (KcG, SUSS) H. Symes(J). 
(Fri.-Sun. ) Peter '3atts ( F A ) ,  Bj.11 Lark, Lyn Lark, Paul Rolland (V' 8. ) 
(Fri.-Mon. ) ~ . ~ u l b e r g ( ~ ~ ) ,  D i l l  ~ \~ icho l son(J ) ,  ?rim and Gerry Lefoe, 

Graeme ;~'erguson(ui.W.ISS), Ted Anderson, John W.ley(CSS), 
Tony ~ r e e n ( ~ )  , Tony Sprent . 

!the organisation of t h i s  t r i p  was d.one by myself and involved 3 separate 
par t ies  froril the mainland:- 

Yed Anderson, John Dunkley and Tony Green who flew by Cheroliee 140 from 



Canberra. Brian and Gerry Lefoe and Graeme Perguson who drove from Orange -to 
., Sydney -then flew by norm& scheduled i'ligh-t,. 

Dave Stenson, Graeme Smith and Steve W t o n  rrho flew from Sydney via 
normal commercial f l i g h t .  

Needless t o  say Y-iuey", the  Department of "ransport and the  a i r l i n e s  
combined t o  delay t he  s t a r t  of the  t r i p  subs-tan-tially. 

Cnc half  of the  party carr ied il: gear on Good Friday while the  remainder 
gathered i n  Hobart, ;hen nade a l a t e  s t a r t  f o r  the  cave. The pre-tr ip planning 
meant t h a t  r o s t  of the  camping gear  t:as a t  inner base cmp,  while the  people 
were at  Camp One ..... 

Ey lunchtime Saturday the survey was undemay under the  guidance of one 
PhD., one doctoral  S-ludent, one experienced graduate f i e l d  surveyor and two final 
year survey students. Ve may in f a c t  have had too much exper t ise  ..... 

1 spent much of the  t r i p  ge-L-Ling people and equipment at  the  same place 
at the  same time. _"is meant several  trip:: -i;l1rougki t he  rockfal l  with packs, 
and a l so  mean: I did not do any surveying o r  work 01 t h a t  kind. 

Results: Of -the 20 people who attended ak various -times 5 were club members, 
8 were from other  AS 1' clu:~s and the  remainder v i s i t o r s .  

Ve have decided it i s  b e t t e r  t o  use Camp 1 ;  it i s  f i f teen minutes t o  the  
bush outside f o r  t o i l e t s  e t c .  m d  does not involve t he  l o s t  time t h a t  pack haul- 
ing in the rockfal l  does. 

Surveying takes much longer aan we thought : : !  Fkplosive powered fas tening 
devices (Ramset, I-Iilti ,  e t c . )  don t t  work i n  limestone. 

A. Culberg. 

EXIT ---.--c--L-.--. CAVE .- - April 24,1977. 

Part~.:  T . ~ u l b e r g ( ~ ) ,  P .khUerton(N)), ",.l>ean(~) and J .? l ! ise(~) .  - 
PURPOSE: t o  clean up -the gear al'ter t i e  Easier surveying t r i p .  

:;be party proceeded t o  inner  base cmp  and. gathered up the  surplus mater- 
i a l ,  both rubbish and reusable supplies. The s tockpi le  of carbide and candles 
was replenished. 'ie made a quick visit i n t o  Fdies Yreasure. 

A t  Camp 1 a l l  tlie gear except 2 t r ipods ?;as removed and 4 heavily laden 
people wended t h e i r  weary rray home. A shor t  t r i p  was made t o  "The Collaaadcstt 
as 'rewardt f o r  the  work of the  helpers.  

lloy Skinner was i n  the  cave a-t t he  same t i n e  5ut  we did  not see  him, 
although he did remove some of -the gear from S8i:l.p 1 .  

Serious though'c should ' ~ e  given t o  res-Lric-Ling camping t o  Carp 1 ,  a s  
t h i s  mould minimlse ecological  &msge t o  the  r e s t  of the  cave. It  takes only 
40 minutes f o r  a person t o  reach I m e r  Base Camp from Camp 1 ,  m i c h  i s  a small 
coat t o  pay. 

A. Culberg. 
C 

There a r e  two s i tua t ions  .:7h1ch come und.er t h i s  heading, one i s  on a shor t  
p i tch,  e.g. 7 metres; tvo i s  a s i t ua t i on  ill trhich I found myself ea r ly  t h i s  ycar 
i n  JF  1 1 0 , ( ~ i c t o r y  '75). I: mas on a ledge near the bottom of the  180 f t .  p i tch  
waiting f o r  the  belay rope, Stuar t  and Laurie above a t  the  top  of the  pi tch 
t r i e d  3-4 times unsuccessfully t o  tliraw -the rope c l ea r  of a minute ledge half- 
way down. 

No luck, rope w a s  stuck, nothing t o  do but t o  climb the  20-27 metres up 
t o  it unbelayed. ':%is 1 did by c l ipping onto each second rung with a karabiber 
from my sea t  harness. I t  was -kin?e consuming but safe .  

Recently I t r i e d  out a s i n i l a r  Lechnique above ground incase one would 
unfortunately f ind  h.imself(or he r se l f )  i n  a s im ' l a r  s i t ua t i on  o r  i f  one wanted 
some protection on an unbelayed p i tch  t h i s  would help. 

A length of one inch tubular  webbing with a loop t i e d  at  each end and 
one i n  the  middle. (See 2iagram 1 ,  on next page. ) 

The aiddle  loop is  clipped i n t o  t!w sca t  harness and one karabiner 
clipped in-to each end loop. 



Speleo Spiel. RO-.J,~ 

Clip both krabs onto a rung above your head, climb up u n t i l  the  krabbed 
rung i s  leve l  with your be l ly  but-ton o r  lower, unclip one a id  c l i p  it onto the  
next rung above your head a d  then do the same with the other,  repeat the  r 
routine over and over u n t i l  you a r e  a t  the  top. (sec d:6~r6- 2.Jo 

Vhy use two krabs?" cr ied the  ignorant b.... .d on the back bench. By using 
the  two krabs you a re  never unclipped from the ladder from the start t o  the  
f in i sh .  A fit person can climb 3 metres under 30 seconds - not much, but 
s a f e r  than f r ee  climbing. 

2 - ;cuy-""" l 

PROPOSED CAVE TJAI.F-S_.- ----.-- v- -- - . 
J F  114 - Suggested name f o r  t h i s  cave islTom I-Ialw Cave1. 

J F  115 - One young man's introduction t o  caving so the  sug:":tsted name f o r  
t h i s  very muddy hole i s  '5'ernj1s Debut1, m d  if he comes caving 
again he has got t o  be r ea l l y  keen. 

It seems t h a t  although they have more act ive  mc~bers  than the  Hobart branch, 
the  Maydena branch i s  s t i l l  not s a t i s f i ed .  

Congratulations t o  Phi l ip  and Norten Voss on the  b i r t h  of 

t h e i r  dau&ter Charni, on Friday 13th, May. 

NFNS '?ROl~~~!$-ROPA~D 

Our t reasurer  was almost flooded out of h i s  rondavel(a 
round holiday house) a fern weeks ago, but apar t  from t h a t  i s  having a lovely 
time i n  South Africa. Although engaged i n  doing research on blockstreams i n  
some of the  mountains he has plenty of spare time t o  photograph the  nat ive  
f l o r a  and fauna md should have some in t e r e s t i ng  s l i d e s  t o  show on h i s  return.  
On Sunday 15th Nay he was t o  go an a guided tour  of "'iondcr Cave" with Mike 
Schultz, khe Tom Clerk of Schoelmnshoek. iIopefully he w i l l  have taken h i s  
camera with him and h e ' l l  have some good photos of the  cave t o  show also6 



A 

(Or - Fan not t o  ge t  your knickcrs i n  onc), 

It i s  most important t h a t  every caver knows when and where t o  use a par t ic-  
u l a r  knot and how t o  t i e  it. Altliough t h e  number of knots which should be known 
i s  l imiied t o  four  o r  f i v e ,  you should be able t o  t i e  any of them i n  any posi t ion 
without having t o  th ink about how t o  do it. 

The knots which sliould be known a r e  Bowline, P ipre -of -e igh t ,  Double Fish- 
ermmfs,  Tape Knot and possibly the  Prusik knot. 

BOVLII!E: This i s  used t o  make a secure --- 
loop i n  t h e  end of the  rope 
and i s  the  knot generally 
used t o  t i e  onto the  bclay 
rope when climbing ladders. 
The main loop i s  made around 
your waist a d  t he  knot t i e d  
i n  f ron t ,  the  shor t , f ree  end 
being secured with a t hmb  
h o t  around t he  rope forming 
the  loop. 

FIGUREOF-EIG?!P 'I': Formally used by -!Ale ------ - - - -- 
belayer t o  t i e  h-i-mself t o  t h e  
rope aince access t o  the  end 
of the  rope i s  not required, 
Also used f o r  loops i n  t he  
end of rope f o r  gear hauling 
and so on. 

DOUBLE ---- FISHER7WJ --.---- S: This is  the  OFLY 
knot t o  use f o r  joining hro 
ropes, a p rac t ice  which should 
be avoided i f  a t  a l l  poss ible .  2.3 
EIake sure each half  is  ~ u l l e d  V 
~ ~ a 

t i g h t  and both halves are 
pulled t i g h t l y  toge-i;hc.r. 

TAPE JCEJO!!!:If using tape o r  webbing 
--v 

f o r  any purpose the c l  knot 
t o  use f o r  ty ing  ends togkth- 
er  i s  the  tape knot. Once 
again it i s  most important 
t h a t  it is pulled Light and 
checked regular ly  vh i le  i n  use. 

W 

PRUSIK 1SOiC:Has many aypl icat lons  on 
a caring -;rip wherever a 
temporary tie-on t o  a rope 
already rigged i s  necded. 
Also useful  as  a t h i r d  pruaik 
when climbing up over t he  l i p  
a t  t;ic top of an pi tch.  
I n  some cases s i x  loops are  
preferable t o  four.  Use your 
head when using t h i s  knot a s  
it is  po-ten-tially hazardous. 
(Refer t o  a r t i c l e  i n  Speleo 

, Spiel ,  Oct.1976, ~ 0 . 1 1 7 . )  

Approximate s t a t i c  s t rengths  of the  above knots, expressed as a percentage 
of the  ult imate breaking s t rength of the  rope, a r e  as follows: 

Bowline - 7 0 - 7 5  
Figure-of-eight - 70 
Double Fisherman's - 60 - 65 
Tape knot - 55 - 65 
Prusik knot - ? (var iable ,  fron: zero up). 



Speleo Spiel .  I\To.l23. ~~~L Flay, 197'7. . \ 

!Phumb knot - 70 - 75 ( i n  tcs-bed length) .  

Make cer ta in  t h a t  any lcnots you t i c  a re  correct  and work them t i g h t  
before.usc, except f o r  the prusilc which i s  f a i r l y  loose. Occasionally half  
hitches are  used a s  lock-hots  o r  stopper h o t s  t o  protect  o tner  knots. I t  
is  more sa t i s fac tory  t o  use a  thumb knot (Granny knot) since half  hitches 
easi ly  shake out rihen t i e d  i n  nylon. Stuar t  Ficholas. 

m - - - - - - - - - - -  

FIL! .ER (with apologies t o  ':. Cole) 

It 's senslble t h a t  s t a l a c t i t e s  
Ikmg dot.mward as they pow,  

Tor J prould hate t o  ssLp on onc 
In  flowstone, don' t  you know. 

I t ' s  r ea l l y  best  t h a t  caves get  " los t"  
Then found again, you see, 

For even t h ~ u g h  refound i t ' s  
Like a ncw discovery. 

I 've never thought tha t  mectings vere  
A necessary chorc, 

But when the re ' s  too much p o l i t i c s  
!l'hey tu rn  i n t o  a  bore. 

I t  ls best  of a l l  t ha t  everyoncls 
So to le ran t  today 

That I can nrFte t h i s  s o r t  of s t u f f  
And MCT get put away. 

I t ' s  sometimes r ea l l y  hard t o  think 
Of m-Licles you ' l l  l i ke ,  

So ra thcr  thm ge t  i n  a  atcw 

YOU m i t e ,  and I ' l l  jus t  type! - 

Tie a  simple thumb knot near onc end 
of tcipe; leave i- t  f a i r l y  loose. 

Take other cnd of tape 
and pass it behind short  end and 
follow around the or iginal  thumb 
lmot. l!ork t i g h t .  

Thumb (or  Overhand) Yaot. 


