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J U L Y  6 - General Meeting, 7 Rupert Avenue, New Town, at 8 p.m. 

* PLUSE N E  ALTE?ATION OF VENUE! 

July 9-10 - Laddering (day) weekend at Maydena - probably some caving as w e l l .  
Leader: S t u d  Nicholas. 

Sept. 10 ' - ANJ':UAL DINICER in the comfortable surroundings of the Bavarian 
Tavern.1f you are  a tee to ta le r ,  and on13 ea t  the main oourse it 
shouldn't cost you more than $5.00. A deposit of $2.00 per pers. 
making a booking would be appreciated and w i l l  be refunded to 
you on the evening of the dinner - after t ha t  you'l l  be paying 
your own way. For fur ther  information oontact Stuart  Nicholas 
(Ph. 28 3054) o r  'Cherese Goede. Pre-dinner drinks 7.30 p.m. 
Dinner  rill be served around 8.00 pen. 

DEC.(early) - KUBLA I3M. Leader: R i l l  Tomalin. 
Please note t h a t  there i s  a p x l g  --- l i m i t  of 2 f o r  t h i s  t r i p .  

CAVING most weekends a t  Maydena, contact Anne Annan on 88 2222 f o r  detai ls .  

LADDER MAKING anytime a t  7 b p e r t  Avenue, New Town, f o r  de ta i l s  Ph. 28 3054. 

NATTW NIGHTS any 'dEDNSSDAY (except the  f i r s t  Wed. of the month) a t  Thereae 
Goedets, 8 Bath Street,  Battery Point.ALL Yelcome - f i r s t  come 
f i r s t  served with regard t o  seat ing accommodation! 

EDITORIAL 

Due t o  a misunderstanding between the Secretary and other  Committee 

Members the June General 111edting was cancelled and -the President inatead 

called a Cornittee Meeting. The matter concerning the Cornmittcc is  now in hand 

and hopefully such misunderstandings w i l l  not recur. Apologies a re  extended t o  

the  confused members and the welcome horde of prospective members who arrived 

promptly at 8 p,m. After hurried introductions Xoy Skinner extended h i s  invi- 

t a t ion  tha t  they all adjourn t o  h i s  house f o r  a chat.   hanks t o  Roy f o r  h i s  

hospitali ty! ). The next o f f i c i a l  General Meeting wi l l  be a t  7 Rupert Avenue, 

N e w  Town a t  the  usual time of 8 p.m, and it is  hoped tha t  as many members as  

possible w i l l  attend. 'please note, i f  your helmet on the  cover has a red li&t 

you are( to  the best of my knowledge) unfinancial - could you please do something 

about it ae soon as  possible! 

0-00-000-00-0 

Prospective members! (We hope t o  sec you again in the near f'uture). 

Matthew Lewis, Anita Truchanas , Ian Gothard, E m  Philips, 
Hugh Stevenson, Stephen Smillie Ant& Sikora 

They have(apparent1y)all been caving with Roy and w i l l  be a welcome asset  t o  the 
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CLUR NrnS. 
p-- 

* M11 Tomalin i s  l o o k d g  a l i t t l e  pale  l a t e l y  - Leems he ' s  jus t  been 
t o ld  h i s  wife i s  having t w i n s !  !!?lcytre expected around Sept.10 - but 
please Ri l l ,  don' t  l e t  them in t e r f e r e  with your at tending the  club do! 

* It appears, from a recent c i r cu l a r ,  t h a t  congratulations a re  due t o  
Tony Culberg and Pat Ful ler ton on t h e i r  marriage. 

* C.O.O.E.E. Report - t h i s  w i l l  be discussed a t  the  July  meeting as  
proposed, a s  long as t he  people whom it concerns a re  i n  at-tendance. 3 

I,$I3MBERSFIP FEES 1 977-78. 
--C I-- - - -- 
Family membership S10.00 Prospective members pay $2.00 
Ful l  membership qJ 7.00 and t h i s  e n t i t l c s  them t o  three  
Junior membership C,; 4.00 copies of t h e  Fewsletter. Ihen 
Associate membership $ 4.00 they becomt members the  $2.00 
&try f ee  T 2.00 paid counts a s  t h e i r  entry  fee. 
Subscription t o  Spie l  S 4.00 

(hv apologies t o  Laurie F!oody f o r  not checking my meter box - t h i s  was 
meant f o r  t he  l a s t  Spie l  along with the t r i p  repor t  of t h e  7/5/77,) ,-I7:; 3 

I OF IPTERXSL 

Vhilst  reading a small booklet produced by the  CourAtry l!omenst A s s o -  
ciation(South-%stern ~ r o u p )  and dated December, 1947, 1 came across t he  
following a r t i c l e  supplied by a member of the  Nor-Lli Gruny Branch. I t  was  
simply en t i t l cd  v A True Story and appears below in i t s  or ig ina l  form, 

"slking along the  coas t l ine  at the  northern end of Bull Bay, North 
B m y  Island,  many years ago, a family of f ou r  small g i r l s ( t h e  e ldes t  about 
eleven years of agc),  w r e  clambering up the  s teep face  of a c l i f f ,  and in I 

doing so  were pul l ing away the  overhmging growth which they discovered was 
covering a hole of i n t e r e s t i ng  character .  

One of t he  children,  more, vcnturesonie than the r c s t ,  spent some time 
in invest igat ing what could have caused th i s  cavi ty ,  as ~ r e l l  as  how decp it 
may be. Peering i n t o  t h e  darkness and not being able t o  decide jus t  what 
they had found, they decided t o  keep t h i s  s ec r e t ,  and t o  make opportunity 
t o  return.  This they did on the  f o l l o a i n , ~  weckcnd. 

Equipped n i t h  a candlc, these four  children,  dmovm t o  t h e i r  parentg  
returned t o  thc scene of -their s ec r c t  discovery. Peeling jus t  a l i t t l e  ner- 
vous, while t e l l i n g  s t o r i v s  of wild ca t s  and other  dangers, ihey f o l l o ~ ~ e d  
one behind the  o ther  along a narrow low passGeriray, which opened i n t o  s high 
roofed cave, as b i g  as a large  room, but uore l o f t y .  Lided by the  l i g h t  of 
t he  candle they discovered f l i n t s ,  stones, wood sad shc l l s .  

;men a t  length t h e i r  sec re t  was revealed, it was found t h a t ,  none, 
not  even the  oldest  res iden ts  knew of t hc  existence of t h i s  cave. Perhaps 
it may bc t h a t  years before somc of the  i s l and ' s  black population had shel- 
t e red  there  when on a f i sh ing  expedition." 

Being f ami l i a r  with t h i s  sect ion of North Bruny , I f i nd  t h e  above . . 

s tory a l i t t l e  hard t o  digest  but  the re  a r e  c l i f f s  and I intend t o  look 
closely at t h i s  a rea  i n  June. 

Laurie IToody . 
Peter Ba t t s  has l e f t  the  Outdoor Shop and i s  nov working f o r  fiat. Parks and 

Wildlife a t  Hastings. IIalf h i s  luck ge t t i ng  a job i n  a prime caving area. 
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Commentary on  climbi in^; _- a Ladder -- 'Jithou-L -..--ay a Belay". (Spiel .  no.123). 

The purpose of a belay i s  h 7 0  fo ld  
a )  t o  savc the climber i f  h the  ladder f a i l s  
b) t o  save the  climber i f  he i s  knocked off the  ladder by a f a l l i n g  rock. 

In  s i t ua t i on  (a)  the method described w i l l  be of no use whatever, 

In  s i t ua t i on  (b)  a person knocked unconscious Nil1 be hanging by h i s  waist 
band with no m a y  t h a t  he can be lowercd t o  thc  ground. A pcrsonfs  l i f c  expectancy 
mhilc supported by a waist  band i s  l e s s  than ten  minutes, due t o  compression of 
the  diaphragm and a consequent loss  of brcathing. 

Si tuat ion (b )  w i l l  a lso  lead -to a most unnatural load on the  laddcr. 
Instead of each wire carrying the  load equally, a l l  the  load w i l l  be on one side.  
When the  po ten t ia l  rcscuer climbs t he  ladder, the  load on onc s ide  w i l l  be 
approaching the l i m i t .  

E.g. climber weighs 1g stone, 175 lb .  rescuer vmighs the  same, ( s t i l l  
of course no belay). Load of f a l l e n  climber on one mire 175 lb .  

Load of rcscuer on ons wire 87l l b. 
-E$ lb .  

Maximum permissible load 1 wire 500 lb .  
Maximum, of course, r e l a t e s  t o  a new ladder made under i dea l  controlled condi- 
t ions ,  with new matcrials .  The rcduc-Lion i n  s t rength of the rung duc t o  metal 
fat igue i s  not measureable. 

( 0  H O R ~ I ~ L  t..anr rs s u c - ~ k ~  O J E a  307-14 wt.qCS.  
1 

==M Note no kinks. 

( 2 )  

i;4 
I Load whcre cl-imber has f a l l e n .  

i 

;", no te (? )  !be v i r e  must be kinked where it 
comes out of t h e  rung .... weakened. 

note(2)  Load i s  carr icd on one w i r e  only. 

!('he r e a l  point  i s  tha-t a l l  ncmbers should be practised i n  climbing tech- 
niques, and t r i p  1eai;crs should avoid s i tua t ions  described i n  Spiel ,  iTo.123 p.3. 

(!The solution i s  easy - posi t ion a person on the ledge vho sends the rope the 
r e s t  of the  way down. IIe e i t h e r  belays on a separate rope o r  c l i p s  onto the  
laddcr - t h i s  i s  not very good, but the  f a c t  t h a t  it i s  a s t a t i c  s i t ua t i on  r e - ,  
duces s ign i f ican t ly  the  r i s k  - i.e. if he ' s  not  ac tua l ly  climbing he c a n f t  fall), 

T. Culberg. 

For those members who want ko pract ice  ty ing  luiots, ropc !.rill be provided a t  

thc  Wednesday night get-togc-Lhcrs. Until we get  .'L;hem r igh t  a ce r t a in  amount 

of butter-fingeredness and ensuing h i l a r i t y  i s  t o  :,c expected. 'le hope t o  have 

Stuar t  there  t o  put us r i gh t  . 
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TRIP :sPOR'_' 
--p-- 

Florentine - Jes t  .'lorcn-l;ine - 7/5/77. 

p&r-t: Je f f r i es ,  .2r;ne P m r u l ,  John Parker, Louisc I-oody anC! Lauric 1-oody, - 
After our a r r i v a l  at Ikydcna, it was decided t h a t  we would invest igate  

a new f ind a t  thc  f a r  end of Settlement Zoad. - (c  duly arr ived a t  the  area  i n  
question a t  abou-l; 10.45 a.m. I t  took f i v e  t o  Lcn minutes t o  locatc  t hc  cavc 
\rrhicll was on the  top  s ide  of the  road and on t he  southern s ide  of thc  low 
r i d s .  Several minutes mcre thcn spcnt i n  l oca -~ ing  the  cn-trance which f in -  
a l l y  proved t o  be betrrecn somc loose-looking boulders. IlauYie descended 
first ,and found himself in  a small chambcr. Ee was soon joined by John and 
they discovered a 5 mctre pi tch.  1h.x sccurcd a ropc t o  a t r c e  outsidc t he  
entrance and Laurie desccndcd only t o  f i nd  t h a t  thc  cavc tcmina ted  i n  a 
sump a t  a depth of about 20 metres. A small, t i g h t  passagc was a l so  noted 
and appeared t o  lead back t o  the surface i n  a south-eaetcrly direction. 
After  emerging b a ~ k  a t  -the cn t rmcc ,  John scoutcd around and located what 
appearcd t o ' b e  another hole somc 30 mctres ea s t  of the  f i r s t  one. ITc duly 
dcscendcd m d  inf-orneu Laurie t h a t  it opcned i n t o  a small chambcr. Aftcr 
negot ia t ing the  s tecply  incl incd,  lon-roofed r i f t ,  Lauric discovcrcd t h a t  
t h i s  passage was the  one he had noted on h i s  c a r l i c r  dcscent. ClJlSES! Foiled 
again ! ! 

After regaining thc  surface,  a nwnbcr J' 117 has assigncd t o  thc  
second entrance and f i x c  i n  place. An hour o r  so 172s spent scrub-bashing 
(someonp ought t o  form a socie ty  f o r  -the p~cvcn t ion  of c rue l ty  t o  scrub! 
- Ed.) around t h i s  a r c s  but no furt l icr  cavcs vrerc fomd.  

Lunch rras constuncd and wc adjourned t o  thc  x s t e r n - -  ? lorent inc  as 
Laurie intended t o  do some photography i n  J!' 107. Due t o  the  logs-ing opera- 
t ions  which arc  i n  progress, \rc had somc d i f f i c u l t y  i n  locat ing the cave 
but c tentual ly  it was found. Yax, Louisc and Iaur ic  entcrcd the  cave, having 
l c f t  h e  and John t o  busy thcnselvcs cu t t ing  lengths of tca-tree fu r the r  
down the  road. 

Some time was spent taking photographs, despi-l;c Louiscfs  i n a b i l i t y  
t o  adapt hcrsel f  t o  the  s l ippery f loor .  This f i n a l l y  rcsul-bed i n  a cut  hand 
which promptcd hc r  re turn  t o  thc  surface wit11 Vax.  ina ally, s a t i s f i c d  t ha t  
photography i s  not a s  easy as it looks, Lauric eventually cxhausted h i s  
f i lm and r e  joincd I\lax and T,ouise a% thc  car. 

Ye r e  joincd h e  m d  John and ass i s ted  i n  loading Y!iaxt S u t e  with a 
great  hcap of tca-tree,  then paid a quick v i s i t  t o  JB lOS(~uick-v i s i t  Cavc) 
This was mainly f o r  thc  bencf i t  of Jol-n and i m c  rrlio had not secn thc  cavc 
bcfore. 

The par ty  eventually arrivccl back a l  thc h i a n t s  jusi, on dark f o r  a 
welcomc cxp of coffee. Rorrevcr, t h i s  1:as not gaSned before wc had f reed 
hlaxt S u te  which managed t o  get  boggcd i n  -the ,rinnanf S backyard. 3 f c e l  t h a t  
there  i s  no necd t o  mention the  d e t a i l s  i n  rcgard t o  t h i s  incidcnt  - 1'11 
leave t ha t  t o  Max! 

J3aurie fi!oody. 
0-00-000-00-0 

CAVES' by Tony Valtham. 

A comprehensive book vrrit-ten by a ~om(we r.rontt hold t h a t  against  him) 

and dealing with most aspects of caving.Yvo Imndrcd and f o r t y  pagrs, many 

p re t t y  pic+ures, colour as  wcll a s  black and rrhiLe, and it even mentions 

some Tasmanian caves. Chapters are er l t i t led  1 )  The 'rorld of Cavcs, 2) ?he 

World of Karst,  3 )  Cavc Exploration, 4 )  '?he Usc of Caves, 5 )  Fornation of 

Caves, 6 )  Decorated Caves and Cavc Deposits, 7 )  Life i n  Cavcs, 8) Kan i n  

Caves, 9 )  Cavcs of thc  Vorld, J t  a l so  gives a l i s t  f o r  f u r t h e r  reading. 

PRICE $4.30 - and you can inspect  before buying a t  8 Bath S t r ee t ,  Battery 

Point. Be quick, as  of the  o r ig jna l  40 copies avaiiiablc the re  a r c  jus t  

11 l e f t .  
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Stat is t ic-a1 'Trlviat-, - -  I------ 

Some s t a t i s t i c s  dcrived from the 1ongcs-t and deepest caves i n  Australia'  
l i s t  as published i n  thc A.S. l .  ;P:er!slekter, Po.75. l i e  l i s t  contains caves of 
500 m. o r  more i n  length and 58 m. o r  morc i n  dcpth. 

O f  the  t o t a l  documented cavc lcngth,  the s t a t c  by s t a t e  brcak-up i s * a s  
follows : TAS . 29.5": 

Similarly f o r  thc deepest caves, t h ~  brcak-up i s  as follows: 

TAS . 43.6 

- E S' : 22.5,; 

:.Tell, it has bcen thought f o r  a long time t h a t  i f  you a re  a caver 
?!assic i s  a good placc t o  l i v e ,  so I guess thc  ebovc f igures  jus t  confirm th i s .  

S tua r t  Bicholas. 

?he follovring i s  a t r i p  report  reccived from a t en  year old taken on the  recent 

survey t r i p  t o  Exit .  It is  reprinked as  rcccived. 

EXIT CP.lm. 

'l It was a long t r i p  t o  t h t  beginning of the  t rack  t o  t he  cave. There 
were about 20 people going t o  Exit Cavc (md a few of them xere from Sydney. 
They came over here jus t  t o  survey -the cave. *?!c vere t he  last t o  get  t o  the  
mec-ting place s o  we s t a t ed  almost as  soon as we got the re .  !ile t rack  ims not a t  
a l l  obvious and ::men we came t o  the r a i n  fo r e s t  :i somc-times thought ye were l o s t .  
'?hen we got t o  about -the middle of t!le t rack  we sau an old r o t t i n g  r a i l  Tray t rack 
made of vood used t o  t ranspor t  vood t o  some place. !Phe rails were i n  a 'G in fo re s t  
were there  w r c  a few b i ~  logs and millons of t h i n  t a l l  t r e e s .  It was a b i t  muddy 
i n  thc ra in  f o r e s t  and there  were some l i t t l e  streams some too long t o  jump over 
and some small enough t o  s t ep  over. About i-. of an hour a f t e r  vre came out of t he  
ra in  f o r e s t  ?re s m ;  the r i v e r  -thaJ~ @CS out of Exit and i n  somerrhere e l s e  the 
t rack vas very t h i n  u n t i l  we sarr the  r i v e r  were it widened up a l i t t l e .  Ve had 
t o  cross a l og  bridge which seemed s l ippery but wasn't nuch. ?lie t rack  was 
f i l l e d  with pampas grass  and you could ea s i l y  t r i p ]  over it. Plc f i n a l l y  got t o  
the  entranc of the  cave bu-t before we could go i n  VC had t o  climb over huge logs. 
The vast  e n l r a ~ c e  was made by b i g  boulders rocks f a l l i n g  down off  the  roof 
and a l l  p i l i n g  up i n  t h e  cave ma;l:ing a '  s o d  of sta;irnay down t o  t he  &round where 
-there i s  a s o r t  of "beach" with sand a id  the  r i v e r  jus t  next t o  us.  Ve had lunch 
on the  beach because it took us oric hour and -:- -to get  . t o  the  cavc b d  we l e f t  
about elevcn o'clock. After  lunch 07e packed everything up and got ready t o  go 
again. To cross t h e  r i v e r  we had a choice of clirnbmg back up and go on t o  a 
ledge when there  w a s  a rope t o  hold on t o  w h i l ~  you put your f e e t  on l i t t l e  
s teps  on the  wal l  bu-t I thought I: might f a l l  of because I d idn ' t  see t he  s teps  
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so  L had a pigg back by Xoy %rho was taking surveying gear across t o  the  other  
s ide ,  It was f a i r l y  s tcep on the  other  s i de  and s l ippery too. 'here was a 
rock on t h a t  s ide  t o  so 1. could hold on t o  t he  rock t o  ge-c up. k e n  Roy car- 
r i ed  the  packs over and put  them on the  rock were ? was standing. There were 
l o t s  of holes i n  the  wal l  and I thought we go through t he  kig.zest one but we 
d idn ' t  we went through a hole j u s t  b i g  enough t o  f i t  the  biggest  sack through. 
Some one vent i n  tha-t hole t o  unlock the  door t h a t  was t o  s top people from 
wandering i n  and g e t t i n g  l o s t .  Only leadcrs  from C .C .C. (l!asmanian Cavenering 
club) a r e  allowed t o  take people i n  there  t o  cxplore. The cave hasn l t  been 
surveyed down t o  the  end ye t  so they $,ere going t o  sec- a b i t  more and might 
do a b i t  more surveying too.  It was muddy near the  door and the  passage was 
only stnall so wc had t o  drag t he  packs through -the mud. YIc had t o  ~rallc through 
t he  mud o r  go on your hands and knees i n  the  mud because it was so  muddy. 
Once we were ins ide  we could see t h a t  it srideiled up i n t o  a vcry high passage. 
It was very dark ins ide  so WC had t o  put on our torches t o  see vhcre rre were 
going. Ve sax some roots  of p1,mts on the ce l i ng  and arc SaTi sone s t a l i c l i g h t s  
too. Ve t e n t  through u n t i l  we came t o  a s loping ledgc. 3 Tias a. biL s l ippery 
but 1 d idn ' t  s l i p  in. 're then 11d -to cross  a r i v c r  and -i;hcn we s t a r t e d  going 
up. The rocks were s l ippery and some hard t o  g€ t up. There was a s t cep  b i t  of 
mud and at t b c  s ide  a b i t  Shere irerc somc rocks and a pcrson behind me t r i e d  
to go up thc  mud b i t  and not  the  rochs and kept s l i d i n g  do~im but 1 climcd up 
the rocky pa r t  and r-ras much ca s i c r  t o  gc i; up. 'e then climcd morc rocks 
and then we crosLtcd thc  r i v e r  again and then up e sandy slopc t o  camp one. 
They had t e a  but ? oidn' .t have any and Lhen we trould jus t  cxpore a B i t .  If-i;er 
t c a  (drink) we askec' ~f nny one e l s e  as coilling aid thcy sa id  t h a t  they ~rould 
r e s t  so we got our torclles and s e t  01. F i r s t  of a l l  VC \rent t o  a hig cavern 
s o r t  of t h ing  and ITC had t o  iraj-t f o r  somc o ther  men ~ ~ h o  ucrc f i x i n g  the re  
lamps. 'V waited f o r  a long vh i l c ,  while thcy f ixed it. 'h i l e  v7e w r c  va i t ing ,  
Peter  ( l eader )  ncnt cxplor2ng up t he  way a b i t  and took pic tures  of things 
down below. Peter  i s  a vcry f a s t  ~ r a l k c r  and it only tool him a few minuts t o  
ge t  up and take a l l  the  pictuqes he wanted. :;hen hc iras co~l ing mck dom he 
turned of h i s  l i g h t  so  it nas very dark f o r  a minute o r  so. After  a long time, 
t he  men came so we s t a r t e d  t o  go up where Pe te r  vent. ' -c  wanted -to go dorm to 
-the bot-tom of thc  "cavernll t o  sec vhaL -?as down there .  C had -to go up a b i t  
before we could go dom.  It aras squclshy going down aid  nas a b i t  s l ippery 
but it d idn ' t  s l i p .  After  ne got dom Ire lookcf- around but thc rc  was nothing 
much t o  see  so Ire vent up again but on a d i f f e r e n t  path.  J t  was j u s t  as s l i p -  
pery but it h& rocks t o  hang on t o ,  t o  gc-i up. A s  soon a s  WC got up t7e saw 
sone s t a l i c t i g h t s  hanging from the  ce i l i ng .  I t  was /he f i r s t  time ? could 
touch the  roof of t he  cave t:.at i s  abut -:wcnty meters high from c m p  one. '?he 
stal ict igl16s were ca l l ed  soda strmrs because -i;licy were hollow a l l  -the .rray 
through. I d idn ' t  know why it was hollow 'and ne i t he r  d id  anyone e l s e .  ' k  vent 
f u the r  i n  and sap some r i m  s tones which a r e  l iLc  l i t t l c  dams formcd t o  make 
a c i r c l e  with c i r c l e s  ins ide  c i r c l c s .  Ve saw a soda si;ra;! j u s t  oile cm off  the  
ground so i n  a mill.ion years o r  so it ~roulc! have touchcd the  ground. After  a 
while we s e t  o f f  t o  do sonic more exploring. ' e  vent dom again and up -to a 
small opening it wasn't very b ig  and the re  1 -,F a so r t  o l  h i l l  \tit11 a vcry t h i n  
top. Dorm one s idc   as a hole 1,rilich you could cas ly  [ a l l  do~m ii' you were 
s m a l l .  On t h e  other  s -dc  the re  vas a c l i f f  go;-fig d o m  a long Tray then we got 
over t he  h i l l  md  skarr-ied goinc down. Then when we got dowm we welit up a b i t  
and came t o  a s o r t  of a small cave .rrhich hc?d  he pendulum. A pendulum on a 
clock mdres it t i c k ,  tock by swing t o  and f r o .  A pcndulun: a l so  has a weight 
a t  the bot-tom t o  make it sl-rling f a s t  o r  slow. l%e pendulum ne saw was made of 
water d r ip ing  t o  make a s-Lraw ~ r i t h  e b ig  1.imestone b a l l  on the  end. You 
possibly could not  touch it without breaking it bccausc j.t i s  so dc l i c a t e  
a f t e r  t h a t  we vent t o  t h e  rockfa l l .  A t  t hc  rock Call the re  i s  a h o l ~  you cm- 
go down t o  ge-L back t o  camp one. Pe-tcr found a hole  but  it was only b ig  
enough f o r  me t o  f i t  i n t o  so -i;lat wasn't t h e  r i g h t  .ray so  ve had t o  go up 
again and f m d  another nay. 'Ye ~ r c n t  up -to where it fla-t tened ou-L a b i t  and 
found a hole b i g  enough f o r  the  packs and cvcryonc t o  f i t  through. T t  1rc11-L 
down t o  the waters cdgc so  our boots got a b i t  :re-h. After  a long mins walk 



we got back t o  cmp one. It was about 5 olclocll; when we had t e a  and I was a 
b i t  t i r e d  from a11 t he  walking we had done so T wen-L t o  bed ear ly .  

I woke up about midnight and hcard voices. I-L was very dark. I saw the glom- 
worms on t he  wall  and c e i l i n g  and looked pale  yellowy-green but hardly gave 
any l i g h t .  The d r ip s  off  t he  roof sounded l i k e  rain from f a r  away. I looked 
over towards the  entrance of thc cave i s  and saw some l i g h t s  I then knew they 
must be the Tonys who I thought would comc i n  the iilorning because it would 
be cs dwl: outside i n  thc-cave.  I was t he  f i r s - t  t o  see them so I woke up 
everyone e l s e  t o  t e l l  thcm t l ~ a t  Tony Colbcrg and Tony Sprcnt were here and a 
fen from Sydney. They said  t h a t  tiicy would go t o  camp two becausc- it nas 
crowed a t  caup one. I couldn't s lecp f o r  the r e s i  of t l l c  night  and T don't . 
know idly. A t  e ight  o'clocl: next morning .tic a l l  GO-t up and had breakfast  
a f t e r  breakyast some people sa id  t h a t  ihey arould go and wake up the people 
a t  camp k o .  It would have taken them and hour and one half  t o  get  there  and 
t he  same time back. 'Yhile tlicy were out we xn-L exploring a b i t .  r,Je used about 
an hour exploring jus t  -:c of a km. b f t c r  exploring ve went back t o  camp one, 
We waited a b i t  1ongc.r f o r  the-ia t o  comc back but they dj.dnlt cc\mc back. 
Vc took some pic-ters and af-ler  vrc took -the l a s t  p ic tu re  we heard thcm. TJe 
had t e a  vi-Lh them and then vent t o  thc  o t k r  men and then s e t  of-£ back t o  
the beginning of thc cave the  water had r i s e n  up and r;e got out before it 
rained and f o r  -hhe r i v e r  t o  go up. 

Sa l ly  Gosden 10, " 

0-00-000-00-0 

In reply t o  t h e  'l C o m e n t q  on 'Climbing a Laddcr iithout a Belay' . l v  

Self bclay should ncver bc uscd i f  tlicrc are  other b e t t e r  means of belay 
possible. 

B shor t  p i t ch  of 7 metres i s  very r a r e ly  belayed and proposcs no rcd l  
r i s k  fo r  a n e c l  co-ordinatcd caver; but a f t c r  a long hard t r i p ,  and especSally 
i f  carrying ladders a ~ d  ropcs, co-ordination i s  g rea t ly  reduced which mdws an 
casy p i tch  i n t o  a po tcn t ia l ly  d,wgcrous climb. A f a l l  of 7 ne t res  c m  prove 
ser ious  if  not f a i a l ,  a id  an mdcrgrvund rcscue proposes many problems. By s e l f  
bclay a po tcn t ia l ly  davlpxous clii?b c m  be rendercd sa fe r .  

Tn s i t ua t i on  ( b )  a, person 1:nocked unconcious w i l l  be hanging from h i s  
s ea t  harness and not h i s  .~:aistb,md, which, i f  uscd properly, proposes none of 
t he  problems a s  dc S cribed elsewhc re .  

Tn the event of a f a l l  thc s t r a i n  on t he  ladder F-iould be very l i t t l e  as  
the  possiblc distancc of fal1:sould only be 30 - 60 cm.( 1 - 2 f e c t ) .  

In thc l d d c r s  we use the  n i r c s  havc a brcd;:!ng S t r a in  of i n  excess of 
2,000 l b .  when new, a t  the  moment a liL'1c under, but nm~hcrc near the  l i m i t  as  
was  dcscribed i n  thc  other  a r t i c l c .  

Agajn, with the  lacIc!~.rs rrc usc, t hc  design of t he  at-tachrncnt of rungs 
ensures l c s s  kinking then vhcn cor pared with somc com~crc i a l l y  produced laddcrs . 

In  conclusion, thc rc  i s  not much t r i p  lcadcrs  can do t o  avoid such sit- 
uations (see Spicl  b10.123), and you cannot belay every shor t  p i t ch .  

B i l l  Iiicholson. 

On t h e  8 th  of June a record must have becn s e t  - 16 prospective members turned 

up a t  8 Bath S t r ec t ,  f o r  a n a t t e r  as  well a s  f i v e  club members. A club t r i p  was 

arranged f o r  them f o r  Sun.12t'l June t o  be l ed  by members of t he  Maydena Branch 

and it i s  hoped they can make it f o r  t he  t r a in ing  weekend a t  Idaydena on the  

9-10th July.  E O ~ P  t o  see you a l l  again soon. 


