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FORYVARD PROGRANME .

July 9-10 - Day or Weckend. Iaddering practice and caving at Maydena.
Leader: Stuart Nicholas.

July 30 - See August 6.

August 3 - Wedncsday; General Meeting at 8 p.m., 7 Rupert Avenue, New Town.
Slides will be shown of South African caves and scenery,

August 6 - (or July 30) Mystery Creek Cave for introductory caving trip with
barbecue for parents and high school students. Leader: Tony
Culberg.

September 10 - Saturday: ANNUAL DIVU'ER at the Bavarian Tavern, Pre-dinner drinks
at 7.30 p.m, Dinner at 8 p.m, Sec last Spicl for full details,
Please let Albert have your names if you are coming.

December 3-4 - Yeckcnd:Kubla Khan, Mole Crecek. Leader: Bill Tomalin, There is
a party limit of ninc,

Summer Trip =~ At the July General MNceting the possibility of the Club organizing
a summer trip of approximately one weck's €0 ten days duration
was put forward. Arcas suggested were Mit.Anne, Precipitous Bluff,
and Cracroft. Suggestions will be considered at the next General
Meeting, Where do you want to go, and when ? ? ?

) 0~00-000-00~0

EDITORIAL

The editor has returned from overseas and is back on the job. It is grat-
ifying to see that a good deal of material is available for this issue and that
I don't have to write as well as edit this Spiel. I ask all contributors to con-
tinue the good work and keep me supplied. ith so much caving waiting to be done
and with a resurgence of interest, judging by the number of prospective members,
we can look forward to a more active period. During the past month caving activ-
ities have centred in the Junee arca. JF 112 was 'bottomed! at a depth of approx-
imately 70 metres although there are some slight prospects for further progress.

CLUS_ NEIS

*  John Parker of the Maydena Branch was elected as a party leader at the July

General Yeeting, John needs no introduction as his stirling work in locating
new holes on the Junee Ridge is well known, Iiis most important discovery so far
is The Chairman(JF 99). Congratulstions John and keep up the good work.

* At the last meeting club members agreed to make themselves available twice
a year to stick address labels on A.S.F. Newusletters, Liquid refreshments
will be offered! Ask Laurie for details (ph. 49 3842).

0~0=0=00=~000-00~-0~0~-0

" PALLING INTC THE S/ING OF THINGS ",
by Alan Warild.

(Reprinted (in part) from Spar 60, Jan.1977, pp 2-5).
Tasmania, 17th -29th of Jamuary, 1977.

Present: John Minchin, Alan Warild (leaders), Jim Caddey, Alan Vassey (BSA),

Randall King (SUSS), Iucy Vassey (V) plus a few others who came and went, or
live there anyway.
- the following is an expanded and contracted reproduction of the diary kept by
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me while at Juncec--Florentine and ¥ole Creek -

.. 18th Packing gcar etc., then Jim, John, Alan and :ilan madc a late start

on Khazad-Dun (‘ustralia's deepest hole at - 350m)

the 3 km., walk in scrved as a warm-up for the donning of wet suits
and/or waterproofs and the rapid progress which was then made into the depths.
With Alan '/ and John rigging, and Jim and Alan V biringing up the rear, cvery-
thing went like clockwork, But while John and Alans V&7 were rigring pitch 6
(1.5m from a waterfall) a scrcam was hcard from somecvhere up the streamway ..
vesses rounding a corner on his way back te invesiigate, John was greeted by
the spectre of Jim sitting in a plunge pool and hali under waicr, blood run-
ning from his mouth .,..??7

Jim had recached the 5th pitch as last man, Jjust as Alan '/ lcft its
base for the next onc., Nobody is surc what happened next, but apparently Jim
clipped his X-krabs onto thc rope and stepped off the edge. Somchow those
game X-kKrabs weren't clipped to him, Peing unable 4o hang oito the rope for
long, he fcll. lLut not before letiing out a large H © I, P [i 7m. lowecr down
Jim stopped in the im. decp plunge pool - dazed, shocked and with a bitten
tongue, but no ouvher apparent injuries,

he remaining ropes ctc were abandoncd on high, and the cntire party
exited., Jim was still able to prusik, but not vecry fast and the light of day
was seen aftcr 4+ hours undcrground,

19th Jim was feeling gencrally sore but CX, so Alan, John and Alan went
back to KD for a 3 man assault, The Khazad-Dum strcamvay is a superb picce of
work, usually only 1-2m wide and 10 m plus high. lioving down it involves
paddling, vading and absciling down the many small pitchcs of 5-10 m., Despite
the strategically placed eycbolts on most of these pitches, all but onc can
he rigged out of the waicr.

Sump I was rcached in 3hrs from the surfecc aftcr which quitc a
while was then wasted looking at the "Depths of Foria'® (dcfinitely not worth
the cnergy). Dut without survey gecar look vas about all we could do. Apart
from cating and making suggestions as to vhat shovnld be donce to peoplc who
find such grotty scctions:of cave.

Getting out isn't quite sc casy as getting in., find in an attempt to
prove this, Alan V managed to get his jumcr rig in an impossible mess while
half way up thc bottom (40m) pitch., Yith the help of anothcr Jumer from bclow
he sorted himself out in a half hour or so. From herc on out things fent well,
the 3 of us managing to cxtract ourselves fairly painlessly. Timc - 10 hours,
(It could have taken much less time with only a little morc cffort and now we
have SRT, it isn't as hard as it's cracked up to be.)

ees 218t At the moment, most caves in the Junec arca arc bcing found by “CC
laydena Branch, with hclp from lLobart for actual cave cxnloration. This day it
was a party of Forth ITslandcrs out helping thc loculs cxplore their grotholes.
veeeesess and what Grotholcs thcy werc! Our onc being a particularly nasty 50m
shaft lined with loosc rocks and stinking mud. ¥ith 55m of rope and 3 people
alrcady down, Alan W dcsconded last to protcct thie pitch only to find a nasty
cut already in the ropc at the first lip. The stench at tiic bottom from rotiing
greebies was rcally awful .... as was thc rock and mud fall ich followed part
of the wall collapsing. (this part of wall also had a hclay point on it, and
the whole lot just ceme down as Al V was changing ropes halfway up). fowever,
bocause of a tight safety ticback, nobody was in any recal dangcr. It was an
extremely difficult cave to rig, and would have been much more easily cxplored
using ladders.

As the first of our party rcached the surface, the faswegians took
a quick wiff and promptly dccided to ge back to Maydena! Afterwards, nobody
could dccide on whether the HOLE was A/ a vertical sewer B/ a grcase trap
¢/ like jumaring up a dcad bear's bum or what that suspicious looking can was
doing at the bottom. mime 3 hrs.

... 24th The closest thing we cver got to an "alpine start® saw Johm, Randall
and Alan Y climbing the rainforested hill up to "the Chalrman™.

A totally impressive hole suddenly appcars in the forest floor. . . .
e o o o Our trip took 12 hrs and left Randall decidedly swuffecd, This cave is
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a surc gocr, all it neeég ig more people down it for more time,

0~-00=~000~00-0
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“Publications availablc from he UNS 'S LiDTAZY eveeseeuseves

The AST Newsletter is rcad by pcople who run wpelcology.

The JSSS is rcad by people who think they run spclcology.

tDescent! is read by pecople vho think spcleology ought to be run by another country.
'Calcite' is rcad by the wives of the people wiro run spcleology.

tHelictite' is read by people who own spelcology.

The Spcleo Spicl is rcad by the pcople who think spclecology ought to be run as
it used to be run.

The SUSS Bulletin is rcad by pcoplc vho think it still is.

SPAR readcrs don't carc who runs spelcology - (Reprinted from Spar 60
e . ’

PROVIDED OSUE'S GOT BIG TINs! Jan. 1977, p.9.)
0~00-000-00~0
CARE QF CLIFDRYNG ROPE. Anon.

Reprintscd from Spar 59, Fovember, 1976,

The best of ropes will wear or may be seriously wecakcened by misuse, Simple
precautions will ensurc the longest possible lifc and regular inspection will
show when ropes should be discarded or replaccd.

Do's and Don'ts

DO as far as possible avoid dragging the ropc through snow or ice.

DO avoid trcading on the rope.

DO keep the rope as clean as possible - shake it out regularly, and rinse it in
clcan, warm, soapy water if it gets hcavily soilecd, ‘ash out grit and glacial -
"flourﬂ ~

DO let the ropc dry in a current of fresh air(not hot alr) after gebting wet.

DON'T storc a wet rope.,

DON'T usc hcat to dry a ropc.

DON'T store o ropc near hcat.

DON'T lcave a ropc in strong light for long periods, out in the opcn or under
glass. :

DON'T allow a ropce to comc near mincral or organic acids or alkalis such as battery
acid, crcosote, carbolic acid or lysol.

Inspection.

1. Method.
Examine in dctail the complete rope, a foot or so at a time, in a good light.

2. What to look for,
EXTTERMAL YWEBR caused by dragging over rock, snow or rumming loaded through
karabincrs. Indications arc a general flattening of the outside of the strands.
Some disarrangcment or breakage of the outer filaments lecading to fluffing of
the surface is unavoidable and harmless, if not too cxtensive,

LOCAL ABRASION causcd by the rope passing over sharp edges while under tension.
This is showvm by a bcarlng of filaments, yarns or strands. Vlnor damage to the
outer fibres and an occasional torn yarn may bc harmless.

CuTs, CONTUSIONS, ETC,, caused by falling rocks or carcless use, This is showm
by local rupturing or loosening of yarms or strands,

INYERVAL WEAR caused by repcated flexing of the rope, particularly when con-
taminated by grit. This is shown by excessive looscness of strands or yarns or
the presence of loosc particles of fibres.

CHE::ICAL A 'JACH causcd by contamination by adids, etc. It may be shown by.local
weakening and soficning of the matcrial so that fibres may be plucked or rubbed
off.
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EYTECTS OF HFAT, in the extreme, may cause local fusing of nylon which would
be shown by the presence of bcads, globules or a hard glazed skin. Short of

fuging, however, thc cffcects of heat may not be apparcnt, but may causc ser-
ious modification-of thc internal suructurc of the material and great loss of
strength. o
0~00-000-00~-0

TFE ANA-AU -  The Cave of Rushing “iaters, Yew Zcaland.
by Pat Culberg.

This is not an official trip rcport, but as somc may be considering
going to thc Caving Conference in ¥.Z. in 1979 I thought mcmbers might be
intercstcd.

Lake Te inau is in the South Tsland and the tovm of e Anou is the last
town beforc Milford 3ound. 'fhen Turopcans Tirst arrived the Paori name was al-
ready attached to the lake. "he namc was o mystery as the caves could not be
found and were not in fact rcdiscovered until 1948.

T™e caves are across thc lalie about 16 ', from thc township and access
is provided by a fast modcrn ferry. J have only onc complaint about the fcerry
there was no ventilation, so the trip became a miserable onc for non-smokers.,

At the entrancce to the cave is a cafcberia where we agscmbled and were
told about the caves, what to cxpect and how to bhchave. This was a good idea
as 1t gave us all some idea of what we werce locking at. Unfortunately it bccamce
obvious that the guides only kncw as much as they had learned of £ by heart and
were practical jokers as well. hus we were told very scriously that the red
lights were malc glow worms and the greocn females and if you saw them chasing
around you knew what was happening!

Obviously thut was humorcus to thoge of us who knew gomething about
glow worms but lesss so for the stranger to caves., If you bothecred 1o hunt
around at the cafcteria therc was a shect with all the correct information
about the cave on it, but it wasn't poiutcd out.

The cave is a strcam cave with a noisy strcam cascading through in spec-—
tacular fashion., ‘¢ were told that this was a 'living' cave vherecas most caves
in Australia wcre 'dead'. There twas very little formetion in the cave but it
did havc lots of wall scallops, wauvcrfalls, whirlpools,ctec. before you got to
the glow worm grotto. The managers of the cave have built ceoncrete paths in
places, not very artistically, as in onc placce the path obscurcs the vicw of a
spectacular fall and plunge pool. Tn the long pocl sectinns one gets into a
flat bottomed boat and then the guides haul you clong using chains bolted to
the roof. "his is what happens in the glow worm section vhich is not 1lit. You
glide on the water in the dark looking at glow worms{no rcd or grcen oncs!).
The cave has its own generator and the lights are left on all the time. The
green growths on the wall didn't seem to worry the guides at all when they were
asked about it. Neither did they kmow anything about the .urera caves further

up the hill or cven how much furthcr the cave wve were in wvent!

So if you are going to I.Z. do secc ¢ Ana-au Cave. Tt 1s an exciting and
intercsting cavc., Don't belicve the guidc when he asks you to take off your shoces
and socks as thcre is watcer on the path, he's just playing o nractical joke.
The cave is beautiful and thus the lack of intercst shovm Ly the pguides is very
gsad as the cave ig being allowed to dcteriorate (we could sce this and our non-
caver motel landlady coumented 4o this cffect) without any cffort being made to
corrcct this,

0-00=~000-00~0
SURVEY O PYRAMID CAVE - by Bill Tomalin,

Letivities Week, dn lpril 1975, provided an idcal opportunity to get a
group of students into a working rccrcational activity situation. To survey a
cave is demanding work, physically and mentally, and to combine o survey with a
wock's bush~style camping is an opportunity not tc be missed.

Students chousing this activity soon found that mathematics was a prerce-
quisite. Several scssions vere held prior to . caving for !ole Creek to give some
idea of how to survey and how to put results on paper. Usc of a compass, clino-
meter readings, accurate metric measurements, details of food for extended camp-
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ing, compatability in camping, specialiped clotring, cificiency of wool clothing,
safcty producers - all of thesc were discusscd and where possible practised before
the group lcft. DBquipment was borrovec <rom Mow Tovm High School, from Fational
Fitness and school stock. Transport was arranged throught the Fational Fitness
Council and by private veniclcs. Two Land Rovers, onc 'inivan and a Falcon Util-
ity were just (and only just) sufficient to transport 19 students, 4 adults and

a mountain of cquipment to !ole Creek.

The group left Kingston on Sunday norming and by 4,.00p.m, had arrived at
the property owned by i'r, and hrs i, scott who kindly gave permission for camp-
ing and allowcd us to usc their water supply. On our part,we set up carp well away
from the road and house, and only thc farm dogs raised any protecst at the unusual
noises coming from our dircction. Camp was s¢t up by dark and the first mcal cooke
ed over opcn firces,

The first (and every other)night)saw a hcavy frost by 11p.m. Tasmanian
Devils sang to us from closc by, possums yodclled happily above us and Nicholas
tried to tape-rccord some noisy snakces bchind his tent. Ted-time was between 17Tp.m
and 2a.m, dcpending on cach person's stamina,

Day 1 started with an cxtended breakfast. However, by 10 a.m, individual
equipment (3 light sourccs, whistles, high caloric food) had becn checked of{ and
the whole group hcadcd off to the cntrance of Tlack Shawl. I chose this cave,
after checking with the Tasmanian Caverneering Club, for our survey becausc of its
sporting nature. It is a closcd system writh a scparate entrancc/exit. As such,
it is fcasible to set up a systvem of checelr points through the cave, cach of which
had a watcrproofcd card with "Station Humber” on it. As cach student-group passed
a Station, » pcrsonal card was signed and left at the station, The instructors
could casily sce vho was ahcad of them in the cave, and also pick-up any missing
bodies. Formations in thc cave are gcnerally rohust and infrequent so a minimum
of damage is caused oy incxpcricnced cavers,

‘he first trip was to orient the students undcrground and to mark thce main
run-through with red vinyl tape. ‘‘c took five hours to complcte the preliminary
run, no onc¢ showed any signs of clauvstrophobia and only one showed any mild ex-
posurc symptoms. ‘'cmpers remaincd calm {a critical Jactor when working under-
ground) and 1 was satisficd that the experiment could go ahcad with no danger.

That cvening, surveying equinment was isvuced and chocked rcady for o start
in the morning. Tach group vas re—cramined on sofety procedurcs and gear-lists,
From here on, the students werc on their own!

For the next threc days, the cave had no rcst (ncither did the instructors)
Mud-covercd figurcs cmerged from the depths, somc washed occasionally, all sat
around huge fircs at night, grubby bodics disappcared at day-brcak back into the
cave, namcless femalcs had trouble finding the ¢atrance! (then got thcemsclves
hopelessly lost when they finally did get intc the cave), one group finished all
their work then lost all their notes, a fow idiots dragged protesting instructors
undergrownd at midnight, another high lcvel cavern was found, students' manncrs
deveriorated exponentially, somcone ncticed that a star disappecarcd at the same
time cach night (clcver these students!!) and no-onc corrplained at all!

By F'riday a.m. the survey figurcs were all in, except Station 2. Te were
ecxpecting lir, hurstan's mos to arrive that morning so cveryonc sat around soaking
up the sunlight. Pen students left for Kingston at midday and the remaining 9
dragged in some fairly large trecs for the evening firc. 'hen I'r.Thurstams, lMrs,
Gartz, one long-suffering bus-driver (Doug Lovell) and 30 (about) students arriv-
ed, thc remaining troglodites couldn't beclicve that other students could actually
be clean! VWhile some boys rce—-surveyed Station 2 and clecaned the cave, four of the
new arrivals plus Mr, Thurstans werc conned into going through the cave, backwards!
A very enjoyablc trip it was with John V. confcssing that he couldn't stand the
dark (about 250 metres in!), Waync Bowerman dragging a very large lump of crystal
through 50 cm. gaps, Fransina V. rolling in evcery puddle she could find and Trene
S, (clcancat girl at schoel) leaping, joyfully, into glutinous mud; and who told
Mr,Thurstans that he could sing?!

The clecan-mob lcft us at dark and the remaining trogs slurped coffee
around a roaring firc, strea¥ed around the camp-site and four, mud-happy nongs
went back for a last look at the cave.

The trip back to Yingston was comfortable, despite Danny R. Vic met up with
the clean-mob around Oatlands and arranged it so that both groups arrived at the
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school at the samc time, Parents grected us with looks of horror, or was it
resignation, as nine noisy mudballs returned to the bossoms of their families?

(The trip rcsultced in the production of a wvcry profcscional looking map of the
system, A photo-reduced copy of the original has beeir cbtained for the club
apchives. Map 7CC 131. The total length of passage surveyed was 1156 nctres,
This lcngth doces not includce Cow Cave which is also parv of the system. Al-
thougn Bill rcfcrs to the cuve as the Black Showl to Spider Complex the club
decided sors years ago vhat the whole systeom, cxcluding Cow Cave, should be
rcferred to as Pyramid Cave., It was originally discovercd as two scparate
caves, Spider Cavce and Pyramid Cave, which were latcr Jjoincd, “he namce Black
Shawl was applicd to thc passage that vvas latcer found to link the system
with Cow Cave - Rditor.)

0=00-000~00-0

TRIP REPONCS.
Junec=Mlorcerntine - Sunday 26th, Junc, 1977.
Party: John Parker, Bill Nicholson.

Yith grcat cxtecctations we torc along John Bull road up to the start of
the Kokoda 'rail. The sun was hot and our cnthuciasn quickly evaporated. 11,30
a.m. Bastern Standard Time saw two mobile sweat foctorics at JF 142 "The Slot".

JI 112 is a typiceol Parker hole - decp and grotty. Approx 60-65 metres
was pushed down to a potential belay stetion where we ran out of ladders. The
Pot still gocs but dramatically narrows down to 30 cm. in parts, a stonc was
dropped, it hit the deck 8 seconds later. At lcast anothcer 30 metrcs can be
pushed but will that thirty mebtres toke us into JIP G659

JF 110 “Victory '75" is only 200 nmcircs awvay and the Chairman is about
10 = 15 minutcs awray also.

The Pot was left rigged, minus ©i:c ropc., Bill Nichlson.
0-00-000-00-0

Junce~-Florcentine - Saturday, 2nd July, 1977.
Party: Stuart Nicholas and Bill Nicholson,

During whc weck prior to this trip talcs of huge pitches with fiftcen
second stone drops were rclated to me by Bill., This kind of talk obviously
nceded further invescigation.,

Arriving at Maydcna somcwhat latce owing to o mincr problem with the car,
I found that Bill and mysclf werc the only startcrs for the trip to IR 112,
(unofficially called The Slot) vhich was alrcady portliy rigsed. An hour or so

“latcr we arrived at JiF 110 (whoops, wrong cave!) and then back-tracked to the
cave in gqucstion. The entrancce, and in fact most of the first pitch is a slot
about 0.5m wide and ncarly vertical with our progress being to the S.7. Hego-
tiation of this pitch wos rclanively straighitforard but drama was to follow!

The seccond pitch starts only 4 or 5 m. from thc foot of the first
(sounds like Dwarrowdclf) and with droppcd sioncs rumbling on for a considcrahle
time. The cave looked quite promising. ot to bet 4 large mound of laddcr was
lowercd dowm thc pitch, ‘lith great cxpeetations I cliombed down a metre or so
for a prcvicw, wherc-upon most of the solid-looking matcrial at the top of the
pitch fell away. "his resultcd in somc damage to two of the ladders and a
dampened onthusiasm Tor the cave, Aftcr furthcr minor gardcning opcrations,
Bill dcscendced about 10 m. to a point vherc the pitch became too narrow to
follow.

£ couplc of hours later we emcrged on the surfuce to face the prospect
of carrying fourtcen ladders plus our personal gear back along the "Lokoda
Trail", Only ten minutcs or so from the cave we nct innc and John who rclicv-
cd us of some of our losd, an act which we grcatly apprccicted.,

Estimated dcpth is around 70 m. with some suall{in morc ways than onc)
prospects for further cxploration, aftcer more extensive gurdening at the top

of the sccond pitch.
3tuart Nicholas.
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Area -~ Coal Tiver, 4th Junc, 1977.
Party: Max Jeffrics, Annc Annan and John Parker.

Yet another assoult on the Coal River area. The Coal River is shown on some
of the AWM maps as disappcaring underground somcihere before it would rcach the
Tlorentine, suggesting a possiblc river cave,

On this trip wc sct off from thc Pagoda and walked along the Florentine and
to cut a long story short we discovercd that the Coal River docs not in fact go
undcrground but flows into the Florcntinc roughly opposite Manning Road. We did
pass over onc intcresting limestone ridge and found a swall cave,

Arca -~ Tlorcentinc, 12th Junc, 1977.
Party: Max Jefirics, £ill Nicholson, Annc Annan, Roy Skinner, Bruce lMcIntosh and a
group of 14 studcents from Hobart Hatric,

Pirst stop was at a small cave in YNe,.11 Noad, reported by a bushman a fow
wegks previously. This turncd out to be an interesting little cave, containing some
old formation and approx 35 m. of passcge. About 2 hrs. was spent here, cvery poss-
ible lcad was pushed by the enthusiastic matric students.

Next wc drove to the Pagoda for a quick lunch, after vhich we hcadcd off
for Beginncrs Luck, where wc spent another two hours. Fot cveryonc apprcciated the
long crawl - but, that's caving!

Altogther a very cnjoyable day -~ marrcd only by the fact that somc of the
students showed o marked lack of respect for borrowed caving cquipment - but hope-
fully this was through ignorance and will not happen in the futurc.

Area ~ Junce. 26tn Junc, 1977.
Party:John Parker and Bill lNicholson.

This trip was organised to further cxplore "The Slot", o decp fissure in the
vicinity of JP 110 (Victory '75). This cave was partly cxplorcd by John last year
and hc has bcen cager to get up there again cver sinee, This time John and Bill
dcscended to an approx, depth of 70 m, and report that thc cave appears to contain
a lot morc depth, but probably narrcws off,

Another trip was planncd for the following weckend and the cave was left
rigged.

Training Day - 9th July, 1977 Area -~ Dcvhurst Quarry.
Party: Bill Nichelson, Stuart Nicholas, liax Jeffries, Thercse Goede, Lauric Moody,
Amne Annan, Stephen Annan, Jenny Annan and John Parker,

Aftcer the usual delaycd start we arrived at the quarry at about 11 a.m,
Stuart and Bill riggcd ropc and ladder pitches from the top of the quarry while
the "Comfort Club" got a pretty rmiscrable fire going,

The day was spent proctising abseiling and climbing with the assistance of
Bill and Stuart. The pitch proved unsuitable for prusiking and we decided to have
another day at Sphinx Rock for this.

Packcd up for home at about 3.30, aftecr which mcmbers were trcatcd to high
class musical entertainment at the headquartcers of the Comfort Division of the
Kaydena Branch

On thce 29th Junc Lauric Moody made the trip up to lMaydena to showv us somc of his

glides, Thanks for a very cntcrtaining evening Lauric.

fimmce Anman,

Tony's trip to Mystery Creek Cave for August 6th will now be held on August 7+h.




