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F0 R' IARD PROGRAA3E. 

August 6 - 

September 10 - 

December 3-4 - 
Summer T r i ~  - 

Day o r  Ve~kend. Laddering prac t ice  and caving a t  Maydena. 
Leader: Stuar t  Nicholas. 
See August 6. 
?7edncsday; General Meeting at 8 p .mo, 7 Rupert Avenue, New Town. - 
Slides  w i l l  be shorn of South African caves and scenery. 
( o r  Ju ly  30) 1Jyster-y Creek Cave f o r  introductory caving t r i p  with 
barbecuc f o r  parents  and high school students.  Lc,ader: Tony 
Culbcrg . 
Saturdw:  MWUAL DJX'ER at t he  Bava ian  Tavern. Pre-dinner drinks 
a t  7.30 p.m. Dinner a t  R p.m. Scc l a s t  Spic l  f o r  full d e t a i l s .  
Please l e t  Albert have your namcs i f  you a re  coming. 
Beckcnd:Kubla Ihan, Biole Creek. Leader: R i l l  Tomalin, There is  
a par ty  l im i t  of ninc. 
A t  t he  July  General Meeting the pos s ib i l i t y  of thc  Club organizing 
a summer t r i p  of approximately one week's to ten days duration 
was put forward. Areas suggested were Wi; . m e ,  Precipitous Bluff, 
and Cracroft.  Sug-gestions rci.11 bc considered at the next General 
Neeting. Vherc do y z  rmnt t o  go, and when ? ? ? 

0-00-000-00-0 

EDITORIAL 
The ed i t o r  has returned from overseas and i s  bzck on t he  job. It i s  grat- 

i fy ing  t o  see t h a t  a good deal  of matcr ia l  is  avai lable  f o r  t h i s  i s sue  and t h a t  
I don't have t o  vrritc as  well as c d i t  t h i s  Spie l .  I ask a l l  contributors t o  con- 
t inue thc  good work and keep me supplied. ' l i th  so  much caving wait ing t o  be done 
and with a resurgcncc of i n t e r e s t ,  judging by the  number of prospective members, 
we can look forward t o  a more ac t ive  period. During the  past  month caving activ- 
i t i e s  have centred i n  thc  Junee area.  JF  112 was 'bottomed' at a dcpth of approx- 
imately 70 metres although there  a r e  some s l i , m a t  prospects f o r  fu r ther  p r o p c s a .  

CLU ; L.%' ,'S 
-A---* 

* John Parker of the  Maydcna Ersmch was elected as  a party leader  a t  t h e  July  
General Yeeting. John needs no introduction ss h i s  s t i r l i n g  work i n  locat ing 

new holes on the  Junee Eidge i s  well  known. L is  most important discovery so  f a r  
i s  The Cha;irman(~~ 99). Congratulations John and keep up the  good work. 
* A t  the  l a s t  meeting club members agrced t o  m&e themselves avai lable  twice 

a year t o  s t i c k  address l abe l s  on R .S .F. Be v s l e t t e r s .  Liquid refreshments 
w i l l  be offered! Ask Laurie f o r  d e t a i l s  (ph. 49 3842). 

" FALLING I N %  THE S IYrG OF TPXFTGS l' 

by Alan Varild. 

(Reprinted ( i n  p a r t )  from Spar 60, Jan. 1977, PP 2-51 

Tasmania, 17th -29th of January, 1977. 

Present : John IBinchin, Alan Warild ( l eaders ) ,  J i m  Caddey , Alan Vassey (BSA) , 
Randall King (SUSS), Lucy Vassey (V)  plus a few others  vho came and vent,  o r  
l i v e  there  anyway. 
- the  following i s  an expanded and contracted reproduction of the  diary  kept by 
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me 1:rhilc a-t Juncc-.?lorcntinc and I-ole Creck - 
. . 18th Packing gcar  c;i;c., then  J i n ,  John, Alan and ..;lan madc a l a t e  s t a r t  

on m a a a d - h a  ( ' i u s t r a l i a ' s  deepest holc a t  - 350m) 
!?he 3 km. va lk  i n  scrvcd a s  a tsam-up f o r  t h e  donning of x c t  s u i t s  

and/or materproofs m d  t h e  rapid  progress which s r s s  then made i n t o  -Ihe depths,  
With Alan ' i  and John r igging,  and JFm and U r n  V b i r i n g i n g  up the  r e a r ,  cvcry- 
t h i n g  went l i k e  cloclmork. Eut v h i l c  John m d  Alans VE-r lwre rig::?.ng p i t c h  6 
(1.5~1 Yrom a -: . :aterfall) a scrcam was hcard from sorncr.hcre up the  s t r c m ' ~ a y  .. . . . . . rounding a cornier on h i s  1vay back t o  inves-Lign-tc, John was greetcd by 
t h e  spec t re  of J i m  s i t t i n g  i n  a plungc pool m d  ha l f  undcr na-tcr ,  blood m- 

' 2  ? ning from h i s  mouth . . . . . 
Jhi had rcached the  5 th  p i t c h  as  l a s t  man, j u s t  a s  Alm ' i  l c f t  i t s  

base f o r  t h c  next onc. Nobody i s  su rc  wha-t happened next ,  but  apparently J i m  
cl ippcd h i s  X-krabs onto t h c  rope &id steppcd o f f  t h c  cdgc-. C;omehorr tliosc 
same X-krabs w r c n ' t  c l ipped t o  him. I k i n g  unable -to hang oii-Lo t h e  ropc f o r  

. . long, hc f c l l .  l .ut  no t  before lc- tking out  a l a r g e  F! ( 5  T ,  P . ! 7 m .  lowcr down 
J i m  stopped i n  t h c  lm. decp plutlgc pool - ciazcd, shocked and ~ 5 t h  a b i t t e n  
tongue, but  no o.LSer npparcnt i n  ju r i e s .  

!.!hc. rcrna5.ning ropcs c t c  vicrc abcmdoncd on high,  '2nd the cnt::.rc pa r ty  
exi ted .  J i m  was s t i l l  able  t o  prus ik ,  but  not  vcry fast and thc  l i g h t  of day 
was seen sf ';er 33 hours ~mdcrground . 

1 9th J i m  was f c c l i n g  gcncre l ly  sorc  'cut P!;, so  Man,  John and Alm wc-nt 
back t o  KD f o r  a 3 m a n  a s s a u l t .  The Khazad-Dum s t r c m r a y  i s  a supcrb p iccc  of 
work, usual ly  only 1 -2n l.ridc and 10 m p lus  hi@\. Loving d o ~ m  it involves 
paddling, vading and abseiling dam t h c  many small pi.tc:ics of 5-10 m. Despitc~ 
t h c  strategically placed cycbolts  on roost of thcsc  p i t ches ,  a l l  bu-t onc c m  
he  riggcd out of thc  wa-tcr. 

Sump I was rcached i n  3hrs from t h c  surfr.cc- a,?tcr :;;hicn q u i t c  s 
while -.;as Lhcn wnstcd looking a t  t h c  "Dcptks oi" L-oriav (dci"i;:.S.tcly not  worth 
t h e  cncrgy) . Cut xritliout. survcy gcar  look ]!as about 511 WC c ~ u l d  do. Apart 
f ron  c a t i n g  and naking sug1:cstions a s  -to :!11at s11c.w.ld b~ donc t o  pcoplc who 
f ind  such g r o t t y  s c c - t i o n s o f  cavG. 

Gct t ing  out i s n ' t  quikc  s e  easy ss gc&ting i n .  And i n  an attcmpt t o  
prove t h i s ,  d l m  V managed t o  g e t  h i s  j m c r  r i g  i n  m impossiblc mess v h i l c  
ha l f  nay up t h c  bottom (40m) pi-tch. i!ith t h e  he lp  of ~ n o t i i c r  Jumar f r o n  bclow 
he sor tcd  himself out  i n  s h s l f  hour o r  so ,  Prom herc on out  th ings  Bcnt ~ l l ,  
Lhc 3 of us managing t o  c x t r s c t  ourselves f a i r l y  pa in less ly .  !!imc - 10 hours. 
( 1 t  could have taken much l c s s  timc ~ r i t h  only a li t-iAc morc e f f o r t  and now we 
have SET, it i s n ' t  as  hard as i t ' s  crrckcd up t o  b e , )  

. . . 21 st A t  t he  momcnt, most caves i n  tile Jwcc a r c s  ai-c bcing found by !,?CC 
Maydena Br'mch, ni-Lli hc lp  from Lobart f o r  ac-tual cavc es:,loration. This day it 
was a pa r ty  of Kor-Lh !'qlmdcrs out  helping t h c  l o c c l s  cxplorc t h e i r  gro-Lholcs. . . . . . . . . . and \;hat Grotholcs thcy w r c  ! Our onc being a pa r t5cu la r ly  nas ty  50m 
s h a f t  lincd. with loose rocks and s t h h i n g  mud. Yith 5310 of rc;pc a id  j pcoplc 
already down, Alm l.? dcsccndcd l a s t  t o  p r o t c c t  -thc p i t c h  oalg t o  f ind  a nas ty  
cu t  alrcady i n  -the rc~pc a t  -thc f i r s t  l i p .  ?he stcnch s-t tk bot-Lom from r o t t i n g  
grecbies was r c a l l y  awful .. . . a s  was t h c  rock m d  mud f a l l  7';:iich follol~rcd p a r t  
of t he  wal l  col lapsing.  ( t h i s  p a r t  of wal l  a l s o  had a. : ~ c l z ~ y  point  01; it, and 
thc  whole l o t  j u s t  cane d o ~ m  a s  A 1  V Ties changing ropcs halfway up) .  ITovevcr, 
b c c ~ u s c  of a t i g h t  sa fc ty  t icback,  nobody rras i n  any r c a l  d m g c r .  TA& IizS an 
ex-trcmcly d i f f i c u l t  cavc t o  r i g ,  a d  would h a m  bccn much morc e a s i l y  cxplorcd 
us ing ladders.  

A s  t h e  f i r s t  of our pa r ty  rcachcd t h e  surfncc,  thc  I;laswcgims took 
a quick \ r i f f  and pronptly dccidcd t o  gc bnck t o  I.;hydcnal bf-tenrsrds, nobody 
could dccidc on vhcthcr  t h e  H9LE vras A/ a v e r t i c a l  sewer B/ a ,yrcasc t r a p  
C/ l i k c  jumaring up a dcad bcar '  S bum o r  what t h a t  suspicious looking c m  w a s  
doing a t  t h e  bottom. Time 3 hrs .  

. . . 24th Thc closcs-t t h i n g  we cver got  t o  a n  "a lp inc  s t a r k  ' saw John, llandall 
and Alm !r clinbling t h c  rainforcs-tcd h i l l  up t o  " ' 3 ~  Chairnm".  

A t o t a l l y  imprcssivc ho lc  suddcnly appcsrs  i n  tllc f o r c s t  f l o o r .  . . . . . . . Our t r i p  -tool< 12 h r s  m d  l c f t  Randall decidedly S-tuffcd. "his  cave i s  
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a surc gocr, a l l  i-t  ncoclg 1s more pcoplc do~m it f o r  more timc. 

o-oo-ooo-oo-o 

"Publications avrti1abl.c. - -- ;_~-'pm~ -~P.C.~ JJj;g S- J>b_r-a.x9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The ASP Berrslettcr is r e d  by pcoplc :!h~ run spelcology. 

The JSSS is  rcad by pcople i ~ h o  think - ~ ; i l ~ y  run spcl.cology. 

'Dcsccnt' i s  recad by pcoplc vho think spe l~~o logy  ou~;lit  t o  bc run 'sy anothcr coun-try. 

'Calcite '  i s  rcad by thc  trivcs of the pcoplc I'T-IO nu? spclcology. 

'Hc l ic t i t e '  i s  rcad by pcoplc who o m  spclcology. 

The Spclco Spicl  i s  rcad by thc  pcoplc xho think spclcology ought t o  be run as 
it uscd t o  be run. 

The SUSS I;ullctin is r c d  by pcoplc \.h0 -thiidr it s t i l l  i s .  

SPAR readcrs don't care v~ho runs speleology - (Reprinted from Spar 60, 
PROVIDED SIE'S GOT BIG T13!S! Jan. 1977, p.9.) 

o-oo-ooo-oo-o 

CAR13 OF' CLTII?!lTG X?P3z ----.-"-----A-- Anon. 
Xeprin-Led from Spar 59, i:ovcmbcr, 1 976. 

521c best  of ropcs u i l l  w a r  o r  may bc ser iously  i~cakcned by misusc. Simple 
precautions w i l l  ensurc the  longcst possiblc l i f ?  and regular inspection r ~ i l l  
shov whcn ropcs should bc discarded o r  rcplacc-d. 

Do's a d  Don'ts 

DO as f a r  as  possible avoid dragging -Lhc ropc through snov o r  i c c .  
DO avoid trcading on thc  rope. , 

DO'keep thc ropc as  clean as possiblc - shdw it out rcg-ulsrly, md r inse  it in 
clcan, warm, soapy water i f  it gc-ts hc.av;.ly soi lcd.  'lash out g r i t  and g lac ia l  
"f loursr  . 

DO l e t  the ropc dry i n  a current of f r e sh  a i r ( n o t  hot a i r )  a f t e r  gcltting wct. 

DON'T s to rc  a wct ropc. 
DON'T usc hcat t o  dry n ropc 
DOII'T s to r c  s ropc near hc a-L . 
DON'T lcavc a ropc i n  s t rong l i g h t  f o r  loiig pcriods, out i n  the  opcn o r  under 

glass .  
DON'T allow a ropc t o  comc n c u  mincral o r  orgarlic acids o r  a l k a l i s  such a s  bat tery  

acid,  creosote, carbol ic  acid o r  lysol .  

Inspection. 

1 . Ke thod . 
Fxaminc i n  d c t a i l  thc  completc ropc, a foot  o r  so  a t  a time, i n  a good l i gh t .  

2. '?hat t o  look f o r .  
ZYTERPTAI, !IEIPR caused by dragging ovcr rock, snov o r  running l o d c d  through 
karabincrs. Indications arc  a p n e r a l  f l .at tening of thc  ouesidc of tlie S-Lrmds. 
Some disarrmgcmcnt o r  breakage of -the c~utc r  fil,mc.nts leading t o  f l u f f i n g  of 
thc  surface i s  unavoidable and harixlcss, i f  not  too ex-tcnsivc. 

LOCAL h3KUSIOIJ causcd by the ropc passing over sharp edgcs uihilc undcr tcnsion. 
~.kis is  shown by a tea r ing  of filamcn-ks, yarns o r  strands.  E n o r  dmagc t o  the  
outer f i b r e s  'and an occasf onal t o rn  yarn may bc harmless. 

CUTS, COL~TUSSOITS, IX"., caused by f a l l i n g  rocks o r  ca rc lcss  usc. !!'his i s  sliotrn 
by local  rupturing o r  loosening of yarns c r  strands.  

II\VIERUL ?fiLl!i caused 5y repeated f lcxing of Lhc ropc, pa r t i cu l a r ly  vhcn con- 
tmina-ted by g r i t .  'Phis i s  shorn by cxccssivc looscncss of strands o r  yarns o r  
thc  prcscncc of loosc pa r t i c l e s  of f ~ b r c s .  

CBE~ICAL ii '.&C; causc6 by contauiination by acids ,  e t c .  I t  may be shorn by loca l  
wcakming md sof-ixning of t h c  matcrial  so tha'i, f i b r e s  :.lay bc plucked o r  rubbcd 
off .  
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E!:'?ECf.!'S OF I!EiZT, i n  tile e x t r c ~ c ,  may cause l oca l  fus ing  of nylon amich would 
be shown by the  prescxcc of hcads, globulcs o r  a hard glezcd s k h .  Short of . .  

fusing,  h o e c v ~ r ,  the  e f f ec t s  of heat  nay no-t bc apparcnt, but may causc scr- 
ious  modifica-Lion+of thc i n t e rna l  S-Lructurc of the  n a t e r i a l  and g re s t  l o s s  of 
s t rcngth  . 

o-oo-ooo-oo-o 

TE IU~A-AU - Tic- Cavc of Rushing "a -hrs ,  Fcn Zealand. 

by Pat Culberg . 
Yhis i s  not  m o f f i c i a l  t r i p  rcpor t ,  but as  sonc may bc considering 

going t o  thc Caving Confcrcncc in K.Z.  j.;: 1979 1 -!~~icught ~~ncxbcrs might be 
in te rcs tcd  . 

Lake !re :'ULU is i n  the  South Zslmd md th: t o m  of !?c An2u i s  t h e  l a s t  
town bcforc 1.-ilford :Sound. 'hen rh ropca? .~  f i r s t  cxrivcd -l;lic I ho r i  name vas al- 
ready at tachcd t o  the  la!:e. ?.'!lc nmc  was a mystery as -thc cavcs could not  be 
found and wcre not  i n  f a c t  rcdiscovcrcd u n t i l  1948. 

%c cavcs a re  across -thc ld rc  illout 16 J.r.1. rrom thc  t o m s h i p  and access 
i s  providcd by a f a s t  modern fe r ry .  1 havc only one complaint about the f c r ry  
the re  was no ventilation, so the  t r i p  becamc a ruiscrahlc one f o r  non-smokcrs. 

A t  t he  entrcu?cc t o  the  ca:re i s  a caPc-i;c?ia ?l?crc :?c asscmblcd w r c  
t o l d  about the  caxcs, ~lrliat t o  cxpcct and how -L(.l bchave. This was a good idea  
cs it gave us a l l  sonc ?dca of xhat  1 : r  w r c  locking a t .  Unfortuna-1;cly it hccamc 
obvious -that the  guidcs only kncvr as nuch as they had lcnrncd of:: by hen& aid 
w r c  p r ac t i c a l  jokcrs a s  well .  'Thus rrc vcrc  t o l d  very seriously that  t he  red 
l i g h t s  wcrc nalc g l o ~ r  worms and the  grccn f cmdcs  and i f  you sal; them chasing 
around you kncw sihat was happening! 

Obviously t hn t  vas ~ U I ~ ~ O ~ C ~ U S  t o  '~hosc of us :iho lmcw sornc-thing ahout 
glow aoms  but l c s s s  so f o r  -chc strcmgcr t o  cavcs. I f  you bothcrcd -i;o hunt 
mound a t  thc cafc-teria thcrc  was a sheet  with a l l  the  correct  infornat ion 
about thc  c2ve on it, but it ':;.esnlt po:i.iilcd out. 

The cavc i s  a strcam cavc with a noisy s t r c m  cascading through i n  spcc- 
t a cu l a r  fashion. :.;c wcre t o l d  -that t h i s  was n ' l i v i ng '  cavc vhcreas most cavcs 
i n  Austral ia wcrc 'dcad'. Thcrc :ras vcry l i t t l c  fornc.tlon i n  t he  cavc but it 
did  hsvc l o t s  of wall s c d l o p s  , rrakcrf 211s , vhir lpools ,  c tc .  b€ f  ore you got t o  
the  glow norm grohto. The managers of t he  cam havc b u i l t  ccncre-tc paths i n  
places,  not very ar t i s - t i  c a l l y ,  cs i n  om p l x c  the  path obscutrcs t he  v i m  of a 
spectacular  f a l l  md  plunge pool. In tiic l ons  pool sect ivns  one g e t s  i n t o  a 
f l a t  bot-tomed boat 'and thcn thc  guidcs k ~ u l  you ::.long us ing chains bol ted  t o  
the  roof. !!!his i s  vhat l:a.ppcns i n  thc- glox 7;.rorm seclS.oi~ i.ihiclz i s  not  lit. You 
g l ide  ori t hc  water i n  -the dark looking a t  glov \rorrns(no rccl o r  green oncs! ) . 
The cave has i t s  oinl generator arid- the  li&ts a rc  l c f t  OE a l l  thc  timc. The 
grccn growths on the  wa.11. d idn ' t  seen t o  yrorry t11: g ~ i ~ c s  n-t a l l  whcn they mere 
asked about it. Ncithcr d id  they lmov myth ing  abou-L -thc ,iLurora cavcs fu r t he r  
up the  h i l l  o r  cven how nuch furt!lcr thc- cavc I I ~  w r c  i n  ~ i en t : '  

So i f  you a re  going t o  B .Z. do sec :.:c Ana-au Cavc. T-L i s  ai exc i t i ng  ,and 
interesting cavc. Don't bclicvc thc  guidc vhen hc asks you t o  tclkc o f f  your shocs 
and socks as thcrc  i s  watcr on thc  path,  h c t s  j u s t  playing zt -aract icnl  jolcc. 
The cave i s  k a u t i f u l  and -i;hus the  lack of i n t e r c s t  shown by the  e i d c s  i s  vcry 
sad as  the cave i s  being allo7,ied t o  deteriorate (we could sce t h i s  and our non- 
c m c r  motel l m d h d y  comentcd Lo t h i s  c f f e c t )  1;ithout m y  e f f o r t  being madc t o  
c o r r ~ c t  t h i s .  

o-oo-ooo-oo-o 

SURVEY OF PYhdJLD ClLW .- - -- -- - - -,--m . . by !:ill 'romalin. 

Actj.vities Wcek, j !? lm?.l 1975, provi.dcd an id-cal opportunity t o  get  a 
group of students i n t o  a working rccrca,,-tiozal 8c t i v i t y  s i t ua t i on .  To survcy a 
cave i s  dcmmding work, physical ly  and mcn-tally, m d  -to coubine s survey x i t h  a 
mcck's bush-skylc camping i s  an opportunity not t o  bc rnisscd. 

Studrnts choosing - this  a c t i v 3 . t ~  soon found %hat rnathcmatics uas a prerc- 
qu i s i t e .  Several scssions vsrc hcld p r i o r  t o  . c m i n g  f o r  :: o l r  Creclr t o  give sonc 
idea  of how t o  survey m d  how t o  put r e s u l t s  on paper. Usc of 2 compass, cl'ino-, 
meter readings, nccurn-tc mctric mcasurcmeiits, dc- ta i l s  of food f o r  cxtcndcd c'vnp- 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

p p p p p p p p p p - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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ing, compa-Labili-Ly i n  camping, s p ~ c i a l i , ? ~ c d  c l o J ~ ' , . i n ~ ,  cBf'icicncy of wool clothing,  
safc ty  producers - a l l  of thcsc vcre discusscd m d  .:here yossible pract ised bcforc 
tilt. group l c f  t . ?<quiprnent a . a s  borroi~ed from ?cw ?ovm !!i& School, from Yaiional 
Fi tness  and school stock. ?.'ransport \;as arranged througl?t the  Sat ional  Fi tness  
Council md by p r iva tc  vehicles. Two Lmd Rovcrs, onc ! inivLu? and a Falcon U t i l -  
i t y  :.acre jus t  ( m d  only j u s t )  suPfic?-cnt t o  -Lransport 19 students,  4 adu l t s  and 
a mountain of cquipmcnt t o  ' o l e  Crcck. 

Thc group lcf-L Kingston on Sunday r!ornhg and by 4.00p.r. had arr ivcd a t  
- 

t h r  propcrJcy ot.rncd by Iir. and I,irs ; ..!:. dcot-t v110 kindly gave permission f o r  cmp- 
iiig and al loacd us t o  usc t h e i r  \ rater  supply. Oii our part,r-re s e t  up caslp well  away 
from the  road and house, and only thc  fara dogs raj-scd ,my p ro t e s t  2t t he  unusual 
noises  coning from our d. ircct ion.  Camp iras s e t  up by dark and the  f i rs t  mcal cook- 
ed ovcr opcn f i r c s .  

Thc f i r s t  (and every othcr)night)sai7 a h c ~ n y  f r o s t  by 1lp.m. Tasmanian 
Devils sang t o  us from closc  by, possums yodcllcd happily abovc us aad Yicholas 
t r i e d  t o  tape-rccord somc noisy snakcs bchind h i s  tci i t  . 7-cd-time was bctmccn 1lp.m 
and 2a.m. dcpcnding on cach person's  s tanina .  

Day 1 s t a r t ed  with m cxtcndcd brcakf r~s t .  : .~owvcr,  by 10 a.m. individual  
cquipmcnt ( 3  1igh.t sourccs, i.:his-tlc.s, high ca lo r i c  food) hcd been checltccl off  and 
the  nholc group h c d c d  off  t o  t he  cntr,mcc of Clack Shawl. I chow t h i s  cavc, 
ctftcr checking u t t h  thc '.;'a.smcmian Cavcrnccring Club, f o r  our survey bccausc of i t s  
spor t ing nature.  1-t i s  a closed systcm ..-rith a scparatc t n t r m c c / c x i t ,  A s  such, 
it i s  t'c.nsible t o  s c t  up a sys-kern of chcck points  througlh thc cavc, cach of which 
had a t;j~itcrproof cd card with "Sta-Lion Fmhcrfi  or? ? t ,  .:':S cach studcnt-group passed 
a Sta t ion,  L), personal card KLS signed m(! lcf-i; a t  thc  s t a t i on .  Thc i n s t ruc to r s  
could ca s i l y  scc ?rho was 2hct~d of thcix i n  thc  cnvc, and a l so  pick-up ,my missing 
bodies. Formations i n  thc c a , ~  are g c n c r d l y  rolr?us-t and infrcqucnt so a minimum 
of damage i s  caused 'ay incxpcricnced cavcrs. 

:hc f i r s t  t r i p  uss t o  o r icn t  the s tudents  ~mdcrground cmd t o  mark thc  main 
run-through with red vinyl  tape.  "c tool, f i v e  2-r.ours tc ;  con!ylc-tc t2.c preliminary 
run, no oilc s i~o~icd  any s igns  of' c l ~ ~ ~ ~ . ; ~ t r o p : : ~ . o i a  2nd only one shov~cd  my mild ex- 
posurc syraptoms . !;!cmpe rs re~la5nc 6 cnlni ( a  cr?.-t< c31 ,.'actor rhen working undcr- 
ground) and 3: was sa-t isf icd tha-i; t?c cxperirncnt could go a h c d  15 th  no dangcr. 

?!hat cvrning;., survcyj-ng c q u i y c n t  T..:,3:3 is:wcd ,u?d cllcclced rcady f o r  a s ta r t  
i n  t hc  morning. Xach croup ?!as re-c.ra?incd or. s;:L'c-Ly proccdurcs cmLd gear- l i s ts .  
Prom hcre on, the  studcnts racrc on t h c i r  ovmi 

$'or the  ncxt thrcc  days, t he  cnvc h.ad no r c s t  ( nc i t hc r  d id  the  i n s t ruc to r s )  
Nud-covered f igures  cncrged from the  depths, sonc !,;ashcd occasionally,  a11 s a t  
around huge f i r c s  a t  n:i-ght, grubby bodics disappeared a t  day-brcnk back i n t o  t he  
cave, nameless fcmnles had t rouble  f inding thc  cntrzmcci ( thcn got ~ ~ c m s e l v c s  
hopelessly l o s t  whcn thcy f i n a l l y  d id  gc t  in-i;c; Gic cavc) , one group f in ishcd a l l  
t h e i r  work thcn l o s t  a l l  t h c i r  notcs ,  2, ff'cw i d i o t s  draggcd proics-Ling i n s t ruc to r s  
undcrgrouiid a-t midnight, anothcr high l cvc l  czvcrn rras found, S-bud,-nts' cmmcrs 
dctcr iora ted cxponential ly,  somcone n(;ticcd. t h a t  a s t n r  disappcnrcd a t  the  snmc 
time cach n i&t  (c lcvcr  ihesc  s tudcnts!  ! )  ,and no-onc conp l~ incd  a t  a l l !  

By Friday a.m. the  survcy f i gu rc s  ncrc a l l  i n ,  cxccpl; Sta t ion 2. '!c werc 
expecting Uir.*.?hurs-im's moh t o  a r r 5 . v ~  -that morning so  cvcryonc s a t  around soaking 
up the  sunl ight .  '_'m studcnts  l c f t  f o r  Kiilgsion at, midday and t hc  rcmainj-ng 9 
draggcd i n  sonc f a i r l y  l a rgc  t r c c s  f o r  tlic cvcni-ng f i r c ,  '!%c-n j 'r . l lurstams, Yrs. 
Gartz , one long-suf r e r i ng  bus-driver ( Doug 1 . 0 ~ ~ 1 1 )  30 ( cbout ) student S a r r iv -  
ed, the  remaining -troglodi.-tcn couldn' t  bc l icvc  -Lha-t o ther  studcnts could ac tua l ly  
be clean! Xhilc some boys rc-surveyed S ta t ion  2 and c lcalcd t hc  cavc, four  of t h e  
new a r r i v a l s  p lus  M r .  Thurs tms wcrc: conncd i l l to going through thc  cavc, backvards! 
A vcry cnjoyablc t r i p  it was with John V. confcssing t h a t  h t  couldn't  s tand thc  
dark (about 250 ljletrcs i n !  ) , :Yaync Bowerman dragging a. VCFJ l a rge  lump of c r y s t a l  
through 50 cm. gaps, Prcvlsina V .  r o l l i n g  i n  cvcry puddle she could f i nd  and I rcne  
S. (clc.ancoi g i r l  a t  school) leaping,  joyful ly ,  h t o  glutj-nous mud; and who t o l d  
M r  .CL%urstms t h a t  he could sing? ! 

Yhc clcan-nob left u s  a-i; dark and -Lhc rcmainmg t rogs  slurped coffee 
around a roar ing f i r c ,  S-Lreakcd around thc  cmp-s i t e  car1 four ,  mud-happy nongs 
wcnt back f o r  a las t  look at thc  cavc. 

Thc t r i p  back t o  Kingston was comfortable, dcsp i tc  Daylny R. VC met up with 
the  clcm-mob around Oatlands and arranged i-i; so  t h a t  both groups arr ivcd a t  t he  
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school a t  t h c  s a ~ c  timc. Parents  grec tcd  u s  v i t h  1001:s of h o r r o r ,  o r  ;!as it 
r c ~ i ~ a t i o n ,  a s  n ine  no i sy  mudballs rc turncd  t o  t h c  bossoms of t h e i r  f ami l i e s?  

(i%-e t r i p  r c s u l t c d  i n  tlic produc-Lion of a vcry  profcs . - ions1  looking map of thc  
systcm. A pho-to-rcducc-d copy of t h c  o r i g i n a l  h a s  bccil cb'hincd ,'or t h c  c lub  
s ~ c h i v c  S .  16ap YCC 1 3 1 . Thc t o t a l  l cng th  of p a s s ~ a g ~  survcyel  was 1 1 56 n c t r c s  . 
This lcngil-, docs n o t  inc ludc  Cos Cavc~vhich  i s  a l s o  par-l of tlic systcm. A1- 
thougil B i l l  r c f c r s  t o  -the chvc as -the Black Shw:l t o  Spidcr  Coniplcx t h c  c lub  
dccidcd sor:  yccrs  ago -:ha-t t h e  wholc systcm, excluding Cov Cavc, should bc 
r c f c r r e d  t o  as Pyrmicl Cave. It was o r i g i n a l l y  discovered as  t ~ i o  scpnra te  
caves, Spider  Cavc m d  Pyramid Cavc, which trsrc l z t c r  joincd. '.?he n m c  Elack 
Shawl was applicd. t o  t h c  passagc t h z t  ;.-as la - tc r  found t o  l i n k  t h c  systcm 
d t , h  Cow Cmc - Xdi-tor.) 

0-00-000-00-0 

Party:  Jolm Parker ,  B i l l  Nicholson , "- - 
:dith g r c a t  cx tcc t a t<ons  ~ i c  t o r c  a long  John R111 road up t o  t h c  s t a r t  of  

t h c  Kokoda !:rail, TL%c sun \ms ho t  a d  our  cn-bliusiasn quickly  cvaporatcd. 1 1.30 
a.n. E a s t c m  Standard 3 m c  sx.: two nob i l e  s;:ca-t i ' c c t , x i c s  3t JF  112 "%c Slo t" .  

J F  112 i s  a ty-picnl Psrl':cr ho le  - dccp a i d  c o t - b y ,  Approx 60-65 mctrcs 
was pushed d o m  -to a p o t c n t i n l  5 c I . a ~  s - tc t ion  ~.rhcrc wc ran out  of l addc r s .  The 
Pot s t i l l  gocs bu t  d r a i a - t i c a l l y  narrows doTm t o  30 cm. i n  p a r t s ,  n s tone  ms 
dropped, ii h i t  t h c  dcclc 8 seconds l a t e r .  A-t lcas- t  z i o t h c r  70 mc-Lrcs ccm bc 
pushcd but  w i l l  t h a t  t h i r t y  rdk rcs  Sr:ki. us  i n t o  J P  S9? 

JP  i 1 0 'V5.c-tory ' 75" i s  only 200 nc t r c  s ?:.my c~ild -the Chairman i s  &out 
10 - 15 minutes x . ~ a y  a l s o .  

Thc Pot vas lc?-t riggcd , r~linus t L c  ropc . 
9 i l l  Richlson.  

Juncc-Florcntinc - Ssturcl.ay, 2nd J u l y ,  1977. 
Partx:  S t u a r t  Nicholas aid. E i l l  Yicholson. -- - 

During -bhc rrccli. p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t r i p  t d c s  c f  hugc pi-Lchcs v i t h  f i f t c c n  
second s tone  drops nc rc  rcla-Lcd t o  nc by B i l l .  ?.his kind of t ~ l k  obvtously 
nccdcd f u r i h e r  investigation. 

Arr iv ing  a t  Faydcna somcvha-t l a t c  otiing -i;o a n i m r  problcm wi th  t h c  c a r ,  
I found Lhzt B i l l  m d  lilysclf r r r c  t h c  only  s t a r - k r s  f o r  Lhc. t r i p  t o  J F  112. 
(unofficinl1.y called. Thc S l o t )  ~ r h i c h  saao already p . r t i y  r igzcd .  An hour o r  so 
1s- tc r  WC arrived a t  J 2  1 10 ( ~ h o o p s ,  vrong cavc ! j md. -tiicn back-traclicd t o  t h c  
cavc i.n qucs l ion .  Thc cnJcramc, a i d  it!. f a c t  nos-t of t h c  firs-L p i t c h  i s  u s l o t  
aboul 0.5m \:iidc and n c m l y  v c r t i c a l  v i t h  our  progrcss  hc ing  t o  t h c  S.V. TTcgo- 
t i a t i o n  of t h i s  p i t c h  nss rcln.i;:i-vcly s t r a i $ ~ t l o ~ . - c z d  but  d r a m  was t o  f o l l o a !  

Ilfic srcond p i t c h  S - t a r t s  only 4 oi- 5 ~ 7 . .  from i;hc f o o t  of  t h c  first 
(sounds l i k e  Dworroaitclf) and rrith droppccl. S-Loncs muribling on f o r  a consridcrcwhlc 
t i n c ,  Thc cavc loolccc! qui-Lc promising. 1'0% -to bc! A l a r g c  c!ound of  l a d d c r  ms 
l o m r c d  dorm -Lhc p i l c h .  ' . l i t h  g w a t  cxpcc ta t lons  3: c l inbcd d o m  n mctrc o r  s o  
f o r  a prcvicw, vhcrc-upon most of t h c  sol id- looking f i i s - t c r id  a-L t h c  t o p  of t h c  
pi-tch fell mmy. !!'his r c s u l t c d  i n  sonc dz;;ragc: -to t1,:o G?.' - L ~ c  l d d c r s  and ;I 
dampened. enthusiasm -?or -!;hc c w c .  LP-Lcr fur-Zhcr ninol- gardcniilg operations, 
B i l l  b c s c c n ~ c d  about 10 11:. -i;n a po in t  ; ,hcrc t l ic  pkich ~ C C C S I C  -too nar rov  t o  
f o l l o ~ r .  

L. couplc of hours  l a - t e r  ;K mcrgc2. on t h c  s i l r f i~cc  t o  Trice t h c  prospcct  
of ca r ry ing  four tccn  l d ? e r s  p l u s  our  pcrool?rzl gr bn.ck nlong t h e  "Lokoda 
T r a j l f '  Only tell minutes o r  so  f ron t h c  cavc LT nc  t ~'ZEIC r z ~ d  John IV~IO r c l i cv -  
cd us of some of our  l o ~ d . ,  an rzct ;.ihich r:c grca-t ly  apprcciz.tcd. 

Estj.rx~,tcd dcpth 5.s a r o m d  70 m .  v i t h  scmc s~ic l l  (in I-iorc :~.ays thm onc) 
prospects f o r  f u r t h e r  exploration, a f t c r  norc c x t c r ~ : i v c  gsrd-cning at t h c  t o p  
of t h e  sccond p i t c h .  

S t u n r t  Kicholas .  
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Area - Cod Fi-vcr. 4 th  J w c ,  1977. 
Party: Max J c f f r i c s ,  hnnc Annan and John Psrkcr. 

Yct mothcr  assaul-L on thc  Coal Rivcr area. !!?he Conl Itivcr i s  shorn on some 
of thc  1284 maps s s  disappearing underground somcs;hcrc Fcforc it would rcnch thc 
Blorcntinc, suggcsling a possiblc r i vc r  cmrc. 

On t h i s  t r i p  WC s c t  off  frou tlic Pagoda aid ~ s l k e d  along thc  Florcrltinc and 
t o  cut s long s tory short  we discovcrcd t h a t  thc  Conl X v c r  docs not i n  f a c t  go 
undcrground but flows i n t o  thc  Florin-tinc roughly op2ositc E;,ul?ing Road. ?'c did 
pass ovcr onc i n t c r c s t i ng  l incstonc ridgc ;ad found a sr;lsll cnvc. 

Arcs - Plorcntinc. 12th Junc, 1977. 
Party: M a x  JcfYrics,  C i l l  Bicliolsor,, .-c imm, Xoy Skinner, Brucc IkIntosh and a 
group of 14 studcnts from Kobart Lln-tric. 

F i r s t  stop was a t  a s r ~ a l l  ccve i n  Ye. l l Rod ,  rcportcd by a bushman n fcm 
weeks prcviously. !?%is turncd out t o  bc ,m in t c r c s t i ng  l i t- i ; lc cavc, containing sonc 
old formation a ld  approx 35 m. of p a s s c , ~ .  About 2 hrs.  ifas spcnt hcrc, cvcry poss- 
i b l e  lcad. was pushcd by -th? enthusiastic ma-tric students.  

Next ::c draw t o  the Pagoda f o r  a quick lunch, s f t c r  vhich we hcxlcd off  
f o r  Beginners Luck, tiherc vc spcnt mothcr  two hours. Not cvcryonc apprcciatcd thc  
long crawl - but,  t h a t '  S caving! 

Alto&!icr a very cnjoyahlc day - nnrrcd only by the  f a c t  t ha t  sonc of the  
studcnts sho~rcd a msrlccc' lack of respcc-t f o r  borrowed cming  cquipmcnt - but hope- 
f u l l y  %his  was through ignorance and r r i l l  not hap;ocn i n  tlic futurc.  

Area - Juncc. 26th Junc, 1977. 
Party:John Parker aid B i l l  Ficholson. 

This t r i p  was organised t o  fu r the r  cxplore ItThe Slot",  a deep f i s su re  i n  thc  
v i c in i t y  of JS" 110 (Victory '75). This cave was pa r t l y  cxplorcd by John l a s t  year 
'md hc has bccn cagcr t o  ge t  u-o thcre  again cvcr since.  'Phis -time John and B i l l  
dcscendcd t o  an approx. depth of 70 m. and report  t h a t  tho cave appears t o  contain 
a l o t  morc depth, but probably narrcws off .  

Anothcr t r i p  ~ m s  pla;nn$d f o r  thc following ~reckcnd and the cavc was l e f t  
rigged. 

Training Day - 9th July ,  1977 Area - Dcirhurst Quarry. 
Partx: B i l l  Michrjlson, Stuar t  Nicholas, Fax Jc f f  r i e s ,  Thercsc Gocdc , Lcluric Moody, 
Annc h a n ,  Stcphcn fman ,  Jcnny Annan and John Parkcr. 

Aftcr the  usual delaycd start ~ i c  arrivcd a t  thc quarry a t  about 11  a.m. 
Stuar t  and B i l l  riggcd ropc (and ladder pitches from thc top of thc  quarry whilc 
thc flComfort Club" got a p r e t t y  ~ l i s c r a b l c  f i r e  going. 

Thc day was spcnt p rac t i s ing  abseilir-g ,md clinbing with thc  css is tmcc of 
B i l l  cmd Stuar t .  Thc pi tch provcd ~nsui-Lr.~blc f o r  prusiking and ?:~c dccidcd t o  have 
anothrr  day a t  Sphinx Bock f o r  -Lhis. 

Packcd up f o r  home a t  about 3-30, a f t e r  which rncmbcrs iicrc t rca tcd  t o  h i& 
class  musical entertainment a t  thc  hetldquartcrs of the  Comfort Division of thc 
Eaydcna Branch 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  o . . . *  " 0 . .  

On thc 29th Junc Lauric Noody madc thc  t r i p  up t o  Iiaydena t o  sh01i us somc of h i s  

s l ides .  Thanks f o r  a very cntcr ta ining cvcning Lauric, 

Tony's t r i p  t o  Mystery Creek Cave f o r  August 6 th  w i l l  now be held on August 7th. 


