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President: Stuart Nicholas, 7 Rupert Avenuc, New lown, 7008,
Pros:(Maydena Branch): Max Jeffries, 16 South Crescent, Maydcna, 7457.
Secrctary:Tony Culberg, P.0. Box 36, Lindisfarme, 7015,

Editor: Albert Goede. : Typist: Theresec Goede.

Forward Programme

August 7 - Sunday: lLystery Crcck Cave, Ida Bay, for introductory caving trip
. with barbccue for parents and high school students.
Leader: Tony Culberg.

Auvgust 27-28 - Heekend: Trip to Exit Cave with Roy Skinner. Route protectiomn
and sightsecing in first part of cave on Saturday. Visit to Camp
2 and beyond on Sunday. For those who can not attend the weckend,
day visits on cither Saturday or Sunday may be arrangcd.

August 29 - Sept.2 - Sometime during this period Bill Tomalin will run a mid-
weck training trip for students if enough interest is shown,
Exploration and sightsccing in the Pyranid-Cow Cave system,

August 31 - WEDNTESDAY ¢ Slides of Western Australian Caves.

7 Rupert Avenue, New Town. 8 p.ms The secrctary of the Speleo.
Rescarch Group of W.Aus. will be visiting the state and shic hog
indicated that .chic'll probably have somc slides of W,A, caves
with cr,

September 7 -  MYEDNESDAY: General Mecting at 8 p.m, at Roy and Pam Skinner's
place, 2 Midwood Strcet, Ncw Town.

September 10 - SATURDAY: ANMUAL DINKER at the Bavarian Tavern, Pre—dinner
drinks at 7.30 p.nt, Dinner at 8 p.n, If you have not yot indicated
your intcntion to attend pleasce let Albert know as soon as
possiblc.,

October 5 -~ YEDNESDAY: General Mccting at 8 p.n, At Unit 4, 120 Strickland
Avcenue, South Hobart,

December 3-4 - Wcckend: Kubla Khan, Molc Creek, There is a party limit of nine.
Lecadcr: Bill Tomalin,

January 21-29 - Summcr trip to Prccipitous Bluff., At the August G.M, it was
decidcd in principle that this would be a good arca, Access
will have to bc arranged by fishing boat. Hopefully more details
at the next G.M. If you arc interested let Albert Goede know,

WEEKLY _GET-TOGE/HERS ~ arc held at Stuart's place, 7 Rupert Avenue, New Towm,

and arc informal get-togcthers and natter nights held
every Wednesday cexcept the first Yodnesday of the month which is reserved for
goneral mectings. These nights also offcr a convenient opportunity:to organize
trips on the following weekend and collceting the necessary gear from the
Quartermaster's store.

FIHIH NN W3R

EDITORIAL.,

The last month has been a quiet month for the club - no doubt partly
due to the wintery wcather conditions. The Maydena Branch cxplored some further
holes in the Tlorentine Valley and there arc prospccts of morc. The August general
meeting was very wcll attended thanks to a large number of prospective members,
After a short busincss session slides of South Africa were showm.,

Preparation of the forward programmc showed that it is still very diffi-
cult to plan a rcasonablc number of trips due to the fact that very fow party
leaders are able to get away at present - this for a varicty of rcasons, It is
important that prospcctive members get their three qualifying trips in without
having to wait too long. Also scomething should be donc about training in caving
techniques.

As part of a university project the cditor is at present spending time
(during weckdays) improving the access track to the Cracroft arca with the aid of
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a ficld assistant and chainsaw. This should make access next summer a good
deal easicr. Also the Picton Valley forcstry road was cxtended last summer
and it now takes only 20 minutcs walking to reach Farmhouse Creck rope cross-
ing comparcd with the previous timce of three-hours,

The editor has also been in touch with Greg Mihaich of the Hobart
Walking Club who is orgainizing a scssion at the annual H,V,.C, slide nights
to be held in mid-Scptember. Ee reports the discovery last summer of a prom—
ising new hole very closc to the access track. A sloping passage into a small
chamber is followed by a vertical drop and there is a strong draught. This
prospect should definitely be investigated as it is in the right place to
give possible access into upstream sections of Judds Cavernm, It 1s doflnltely
a ncw hole as far as wc are concerned., Albert Goode.
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Club News.

* Welcome to the following prospective members who signed up at the August
G.M, They were introduced to the noblce art of caving by Roy Skinner in Exit
Cave, Yc arc looking forward to secing them on trips. They arc:-

_ Bruce McIntosh, 8 Gregory St., Sandy Bay, 7005.

"Anita Truchanas, 18 Beddome Strect, Sandy Day, 7005.

John Walton, 446 Churchill Avenue, Sandy Bay, 7005.

Strato Anagnostis, 756 Sandy Bay Road, Sandy Bay, 7005,

Dave and Lecenne Cook, 314 Macquaric Strcet, Hobart, 7000,

HHAR HHWR KRN

. Club Archlves and Library..

thy arc in the process of being re-organized,
TCC maps arc now kept in numerical ordcr in two nap drovers so that individ-
ual maps can be casily located. The club collcction has now grown to 132 maps
of varying size and quality. rany of these. can be copied. Copies are available
on request at cost (plus 3075 for club funds). A number of existing copies
will be made availablce for salc at Club general meetings,

The club library has a number of popular books and it was resolved at
~the last mecting that these should be available on loan to members. They will
be covercd and kept in a box at Stuart's placc. A loan card nust be filled in
and the maximum period of loan will be onc month,

’ S O R e

Exiting Date from Titans Sholter (JF 97), I'lorentine Vallcy,

Excavations carricd out by Albert Goede and Petcr Murray -in ™tans
Shelter last summer have yielded bone remains from a number of cxtinct specics
of marsupials. Thcy includc Macropus titan, Protcmmodon anak, Sthenurus occi-
dentalis, Sarcophilus laniarius and an unidentificd diprotodont.

The scdiments from which the bones were cxcavated contained some char-
coal and this was sent to Japan for carbon dating. “he date is approximately
14,300 ycars ago, not much older than the date obtained for the aboriginal
sitec in Begimners Luck Cave (12,600 ycars ago). The chances now look very
bright that sooncr or later we will find a cave site that combincs evidence

of the presence of aboriginal man with the presence of cxtinet marsupials.

Albert Goede,

I WR ;K I

Cave Millipedes Identified,

‘ News has becn received from Alison Green of the
Tasmanian Musecum that a number of cave millipedes collected from caves have
been identificd by Dr. Pecter Johns of the University of Canterbury, New Zca-—
land. A spccimen collected by Roy Skinner in Newdegate Cave in 1972 is Lisgso-
desmus modcstus (Chamberlin, 1920). Specimens collccted by Albert and Theresc
Goede from Cashion Creck Cave and Beginners Luck Cave in the Tlorentine Valley
from 1970 to 1975 were all Pscudopriocnopcltis hardyi; (Chamberlin, 1920) and
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this same spccics was also collccted from dolcrite caves in The Quoin (Eastern
Tasmania) by Peter KMurray. Honc of them are true cave dwellers and they may also
be found in surface localitics,

The most exciting cave millipcdcs collected from Tosmanian caves bclong
t0 a ncdw gencra and gpecies and have not yet been described by Peter Johns, They
are truc cave dwellers. Onc species occurs ir caves at Jda Bay and anothcr close-
ly rclated onc is known from Gormenghast in the Florentine Vallcy. Both specics
belong to thce family Dalodcsmidae, . Albert Goode.

FHRF FHHN I

Exit Cave = Iio rve. :

A rccent announcemcent by the Minister of National Parks appear-
ed in thc daily press that the state government had decided to dcclare the Marble
Hill arca at Ida Bay a rcscrve and had agrecd in principle with the proposals of
the scientific consultants(Dr.Aola Richards and Dr. Cliff Ollier) which were put
to the govermment last ycar. Whilc this is very good ncws it appears that the
matter is far from cut and dried. Inquirics madc it clcar that no boundarics have
been deeided on yet and that consultations are going on with thce Dept. of Mincs
concerning the revoking of somc mining lcases on the ncrihern side of Marble Hill
around Mystery Creck Cave. 5o it may bc some time beforce definite boundarics are
drawn and the rescrve is officially dcclared., Vhether thesc boundarics arc going
to be adcquate remains to be scen. 1b '

\1bert Goede,

IR HHIEN KIS

Wcld River Cavces,

The cave potential of the Veld River area remains largely un-
explorcd despite the fact that it has become a lot morc accessible of late as a
rcsult of the building of the Mucller Road by A.MN.!"., which passcs through the
head-watcrs of that river. The road was buillt to cnable construction of the power
lincs from Strathgordon and also to scrve as a timber cxtraction road. It is part
of the AN, road nct work and branclhes off the Styx Valley road to mect the
Scotts Pcak Road a short distance cast of its junction with thc Gordon Road., A
locked gate is installed here and no acccss is possible from that end.

Cavcrs from flobart and Maydena have a splendid opportunity to do some ox-~
ploration in this arca. A trip rcport by Don licston of the Monash Pushwalking
Club was published in full in Spelco Spicl No.41 (Nov.1969) and refers to a trip
made by a party of six in May of the samc ycar. We republish it here in full in
the hope of stirring up some rencwcéd intcrest in the arca. :

lionash Bushwalking Club
Report: Don Weston,
Datc_of trip: 17 -25 Fay, 1969.

Party: Leader: C. Tose,
G. Newton, D, Ycston, I.Enting, B.Enting, C.Handficld,
Log of Trip.
Party flew to Devonport, hitched to i'rodsham's Pass on the Gordon
River Road and walked along the old Port Davey track to Damper Inn. The track is
in fair condition though o¥ergrown in spots, but Damper Inn is not habitable.
The creck at Domper Inn was then followed South to the first Campsite ("Wedge"
MR 441,0, 728.0). "he first cvidence of limestone was secn at approx (MR 439.8,
729.0) Going along the creck was slow, cspccially in the gorge scctions which
were litterced with fallen trces. After a day of cxploration the campsite was shift-
cd to (MR 441.2, 727.3) The flot arca shown on the map on the west side of the
river from the campsitc would be suitable for airdropping.
The country in this rcgion could be divided into threc zones:
river banks =~ overgrown, stccp and wossy with many fallen logs.
limestone arcas - mainly flat with many sinkholes and !'limestone castles!'.
Covercd with fairly open becch forcsts,
ridges - Steep-sided. Many huge mountain ashes, Covered with three foot high
bracken and tangles of fallen logs.
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After cxploring the river brnks from campsite 1 to the cave W 6 (sce
map) most cxploration was carricd out by straight, compass-coursc trips.
About 60 sinkholcs were investigated, but with onc exception thcy werce blocked,
The party rcturned on an approx. Y .W, compass course from campsitc 2.
The going was much casicr than along the river cxccpt for somec very thick
serub about (IR 439, 729).

Cost of trip air farcs (approx) %24 634
food (approx) $10 *
Caves Explored.

W1 _ The Chasm - A holc at the bottom of a decp sinkhole on the ridge, S.E.
from camp 5> 2. A 20 f£t, vertical pitch lcd to a horizontal passage which after
20 f+. bccamc too narrow for further progress.

W2 qugg_ﬁolc '— 'Te cntrance is located by a huge black stump on the cdge
of a large collapsc arca ncar ¥ 1, A vertical shaft led down through loosc
carth and rocks, It narrowcd after about 25 ft. but secmed to continuc vert-
ically for a long distance aftcr this point., It was dccided thot it was too

dangcrous to cxplorc this cave any furthcr,

" W3 Gail's Hole -~ The cntrance was located at the basc of a limestone cliff
on thc Weld 100 yds. North of camp 2, Thc cave becomcs too small after 6 ft,
for furthcr progress,

W 4 Bonc Cavc -~ A largc cntrance in the liizestonc bluffs on the Weld 150
yds. downstrcam from camp 2. The cave is shallow and contains many small
bonos.

.5 Surcam Cave - This cave has becen cut by a tributary vhich joins the
Wcld at (MR 441.1, 726,2), The strcam flows underground for about 50 ft,
then drops into Lho Weld., A 30 ft,, dry sidc-passagc lcd to a chamber w1th
somc dccoration,

W 6 Upstrcam Cave - 150 yds. upstrcam of % 5, the strcam drops into a
20 ft. deccp pot then flows underground for about 100 yds. The watcer in the
passage was about 3 to 5 ft. deccp and the passage was not cxplored beyond
the cntrance,

Notc: Ropcs were used to explorc ¥ 1 and ¥ 6,

Potcntial for Future Investigation,

The high rainfall and the prelific plant growth of the ¥Wcld River arca
have contributed to the cxtensive solution of the limestonc scen by the
party. However, thesc factors arc probably also rcspousible for the blocking
of the sinkholcs in the arca. The only sizcable caves found were associated
with running watcr. Exploration further dowvnrivcer may rcveal other such caves
but it is fclt that the thick vegetation and difficulty of access will linit
the investigavion of the ¥Weld Caves for a long time to come. -

B i

The local Press q_ports

No lcss “han threc items rcferring to caves have appcarcd in the local
prcss in the last fow wecks, In casc you haven't rcad -

SEM 30/7/77 - pagce 37 - A rcport that Russian potholers have bottomed the
Sovict Union's decpest cave ~ "Kicvskaya" south of the Central Asian city of
- Samarkand. The dcpth reportcd is 1000 metres which, if corrcet, would make it
rank very promincntly on a list of the world's dccpest caves,

Mcrcury 25/7/77 - pagc 5 contains two items.

Greek anthropologists have uncarthced the skclcton of a man in a cave
in Northern Grecce, near Pctralona. The skcleton is belicved to be some
700,000 ycars old making it the oldesi ecver discovered in Burope. There is
evidcnee at the samc site of the use of fire as burnt boncs have been found in
the same deposit. The skull was well prescrved as it was protected by a layer
of flowstone, : ‘

Archacologists in the U,S. were also in thce ncws with the discovery of
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an cxtensive burial ground in and ncar a spring-fed limestonce sinkhole at
Sarasota ncar Florida. "he sitc may contain up to 2000 human burials dating
back somc 7000 ycars ago. Prcscrvation of brain matter is rcported from onc
burial. According to thc ngvs item an oxtinet ‘bortoisc was discovered skcwer-
cd by a stake 12,000 to 13,000 ycars ago and also a 10,000 year old boomcrang,
possibly the oldest ever found, :

CHXFH BRHER KRR

Maydcena Branch Report,

24th July =° Maydcna group drove out throu h heavy snov and rain to road
cleven to look at a cave Max had located a few wecks carlicr. The cave itsclf
did not cxtend further than a fow fecet but the arca is very promising vwith
largc arcas of cxposod llmcstonc cxtending back from the Mlorcntine River -
all new territory. o

In thc arca north of Ji" 113 below Rift Cave (JF 34) a scrics of five
small swallcts, - Lhroc ‘have new bcon explorcd - onc to a dcpth of a little
over 100 fect.

South~Yest from those swallets at the cnd of the same ridge two pots
have been located - onc consists of a drop of 50 ft, cnding in a large cham-
ber, but no continuatiom .The other has becen cxplorcd to a depth of 80 ft,
with scopa of further cxploration provided onc can put up with the terrible
mud that infcsts the cntire cave,

YWhile looklng at an old minc tunnel in a ridzc at the end of The Necdles
it was secn.that in part of thc tunncl formations were dcveloping ~ some of
the walls being covercd in flowstone. Wc are debating vhcther we should number

4 1" tt
this cavoi. . ;; ‘ John Parkcr,




