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August 7 - Sunday: l ys-tcry Crcck Cave, Ida Bay, f o r  introductory caving t r i p  
with barbccue f o r  parents and high school students. 
Lcadcr: Tony N b c r g .  

August 27-28 - -- Wcekcnd: Trip t o  Exi t  Cavc with Roy Skinner. Routc protection 
and sightsccing i n  f irst  p a r t  of cavc on Saturday. V i s i t  t o  Camp 
2 md beyond on Sunday. For those vho can not attend t h e  weckend, 
day v i s i t s  on c i t h c r  Saturday o r  Sunday may be wrcangcd. 

August 29 - Sept.2 - Sonetinc during t h i s  pcriod G i l l  Tomdin w i l l  run (I mid- 
vcck t r a in ing  t r i p  f o r  studcnts if enough i n t c r c s t  i s  shown. 
Exploration and s ightsccing i n  t hc  Pyraaid-Con Cavc system. 

A u g u s t  3 1 - b'75DI'ESDAY : Slides  of Yestern Australian Cavcs. 
7 Rupert Avcnuc, New 'Pom. 8 p.m, 'Phc sccrc ta ry  of the Spcleo. 
Rcscarch Group of !J.Bus. w i l l  be v i s i t i n g  t hc  s t a t c  and r~lic YYLJ 
indicated tha-i; L 'L  'l1 probably have somc s l i d e s  of !IY,A. caves 
with ':(cr. 

September 7 - - SIEDNESDAY: --- - - General Meeting at  8 p .m. a t  Roy and Pam Skinner's 
plncc, 2 Iviidvrood S t r cc t ,  Ncrr Town. 

Septc-nbcr 10 - SATURDAY: ANWILL DIlTb'ER at t ) . ~  Bavarian Tavern. Pm-dinner 
dr inks  a t  7.30 p.n. Dinner a t  8 p.m, If you havc not ye t  indicated 
your intcn$ion to  a t tcnd p l cmc  l c t  Albcrt lmon as soon as 
possiblc . 

October 5 - 'iFDNRSDAY: General Mccting a t  8 p.n. A t  Unit 4, 120 Strickland 
Avcnua, South Hobart. 

December 3-4 - -- Wcckcnd: Yabla Iban, 1 4 0 1 ~  Crtek. Thcre i s  a par ty  limit of nine. 
Lcailcr : B i l l  Tomnlin . 

January 21 -29 - SW-cr t r i p  t o  Precipitous Bluff. A t  t h e  August GJ.  it was 
dccidcd i n  principle t h a t  t h i s  would bc a good ,arm. Access 
w i l l  havc t o  bc arrangcd by f i sh ing  Soat. Ropefully morc d e t a i l s  
a t  t h c  ncxt G.11. If you a r c  l c t  Albcrt Gocdc know. 

WEEKLY GET-TOGETHERS - a r c  hcld a t  S tua r t ' s  placc,  7 Rupert Avcnue, Nm Tom, 
--------.-a 

m d  arc  informal get-togcthers md nat-tcr  n ights  hcld 
evcry Wtdnesday cxccpt thc  f i r s t  ll~cJnc::da.y of t l ~ c  month which i s  rcscrvcd f o r  
gcnerdl meetings. Thcsc nights  a l s o  o f f c r  a convcnicnt opportunity t o  organize 
t r i p s  on thc following xreekcnd and collecting %lzc necessary gcar from thc  
Quartcrmaster9 s s to re .  

**** ***-X- **-;He 

EDITOIV AL . 
Thc last month has been a qu ie t  month f o r  t h e  club - no doubt pa r t l y  

due t o  t he  wintcry wcathcr conditions, Thc Naydcna Branch cxplored somc &the; 
h o l m  in the  Plorentine Valley and thcrc  a rc  pmspccts  of morc. Thc August general 
mecting was vcry wcll attcndcd thanks t o  a large  number of prospcctivc mcmbcrs. 
After a shor t  busincss session s l i d e s  of South Africa wcrc shorn. 

Preparation of t hc  Iornard programme showed t h a t  it i s  s t i l l  very d i f f i -  
c u l t  t o  plan s rcasonablc numbcr of t r i p s  due -to t h e  f a c t  t h a t  vcry f c n  par ty  
lcadcrs  a r c  able  t o  get  avay at prcsent - t h i s  f o r  a va r i c ty  of rcasons. It i s  
important t h a t  prospcctivc mcmbcrs g e t  t h c i r  t h r ee  qualifying t r i p s  i n  without 
having t o  wait too long. Also something should be donc about t r a in ing  in caving 
techniqucs. 

A s  pa r t  of a un ivcrs i ty  p ro jec t  thc  cd i t o r  is at  prcsent spending t i n e  
(during weekdays) improving thc  acccss t r ack  t o  the  Cracroft a rea  with thc  a id  of 



a f i c l d  a s s i s t an t  and chainsaw. This should make access n ~ x t  summcr a good 
deal  cas ic r .  Also the  Picton Vallcy forcs t ry  road ~ r a s  cxtcndcd lest summer 
m d  it now takes only 20 minutcs walking t o  rcach Farmhouse Creck ropc cross- 
ing  comparccl with thc  prcvious timc of t h r ee  hours. 

!The ed i to r  has a l so  bccn i n  touch rrith Grcg F'lihaich of thc  Hobart 
Walking Club who i s  orgainizing a scssion a t  thc annual I! .!'.C. s l i d e  nights 
t o  be held i n  mid-Scptcnbcr. Ik reports  -thc discovery l a s t  summer of a prom- 
i s i ng  new holc vcry closc t o  thc  acccss t rack.  A sloping passagc i n t o  a s m a l l  
chamber is' folloved by a v c r t i c a l  drop cmd therc  i s  a s t rong clraught. This 
prospect should dc f in i t c ly  bc invcstigatcd as it is in the  r i gh t  place t o  
givc possiblc access i n t o  upstream sections of Judds Cavern. It i s  dc f in i t c ly  
a B hole as f a r  as WC a rc  concerned. Albcrt Gocde. 

Club News. 

* Wclcomc t o  the  following prospec-bivc mcnbcrs who signcd up a t  thc  August 
G.K. ?hey wcrc introduced t o  the  noidc a r t  of caving by Eoy Skinncr in Exit 
Cave. I k  a rc  looking forward t o  seeing thcn on t r i p s .  Thcy arc:- 
Brucc McIntosh, 8 Grcgory St., Sandy Ray, 7005. 

'Anita Truchanae, 18 3eddonc S t rcc t ,  Smdy Bay, 7005. 
John Walton, 446 Churchill Avcnue, Sandy Bay, 7005, 
S t r a to  hagnos-bis, 756 Sandy Bay Road, Smdy Bay,  7005. 
Dave m d  Lcannc Cook, 314 Ehcquaric S t r cc t ,  % b a d ,  7000. 

. Club Archivcs and Library_, 
111_-.-----0-- - U- - - - - 

Yhcg a re  i n  thc  proccss of bcing rc-organized. 
TCC maps arc now kcpt i n  numcrical ordcr i n  -hro nap d r x c r o  so t h a t  individ- 
u a l  maps cm bc cas i ly  locatcd. iPhc club col lcct ion has now grown t o  132 maps 
of varying s i z e  and qual i ty .  :,any of -these. c ~ m  bc copied. Copies a re  available 
on rcqucst a t  cost  (plus  30; f o r  club funds). A nunber of ex i s t i ng  copies 
w i l l  be madc availablc Tor sa lc  a t  Club gcncral meetings. 

The club l i b r a r y  lms a number of popular books and it was rcsolvcd at 
the l a s t  meeting t h a t  these  should bc avai lable  on loan t o  mcmbcrs. Thcy w i l l  
bc covercd m d  kcpt i n  a box at S t u u t ' s  placc. A 10x1 card lilust bc f i l l c d  in  
and t h e  m a x i m m  pcriod of loan w i l l  bc onc month. 

Date from - -. --- - - T i t  ans Shclt crLJJF 97 ) , L'lorcntine-V&lJcy-.- -. . ---p-- -- 
Ekcavations carr ied out by Albert C-ocdc a d  Pctcr  lhirrqr i n  % $ a n ~  

Shel tcr  l a s t  summer havc yieldcd bonc rcmains f ron a number of cx t inc t  spccic-s 
of marsupials. Thcy includc Macropus t i t a n ,  Protc~to$,o~ m&, Sthcnurus occi- 
den ta l i s ,  Sarcophi* ,1-cmiarius and an unidcntif icd diprotodont. -- 

The sedincnts from which the  boncs wcrc cxcavatcd containcd some char- 
coal  and t h i 3  bras sent t o  Japan f o r  carbon dating. !%c dnLc i s  approximately 
14,300 ycars ago, not much oldcr  than thc  date obt'xined f o r  the  aboriginal  
s i t c  i n  Beginners Luck Cavc ( 1  2,600 ycars ago). 'Phc chmccs now look vcry 
br ight  t ha t  sooncr o r  l a t e r  we  w i l l  f i nd  a cavc" s i t c  t h a t  combincs cvidcncc 
of thc  prcscncc of aboriginal  m,m with t hc  prcsencc of cx t inc t  marsupials. 

Cave l!Lillipcdes Idcn$-if>e-d2 
News has bccn received f ron  N i s o n  Grcen of thc  

Tasmmim E~useum t h a t  a number of cavc ir!illj.pcdes c o l l ~ c t c d  from caves have 
becn identified by D r .  Pctcr  Jolms of thc  Univcrsi-ty of Canterbury, New Zca- 
land. A spccimen col lcctcd by Roy Skinner i n  Ncwdcgatc Cmc i n  1972 i s  Lisso- 
dcsmus modcstus (Chambcrlin, 1920). Specimens collcctcd by Nbc-rt and Thcresc 
Goede from Cashion Creclc Cavc and Beginncrs Luck Cavc i n  the  "lorcntine Vd lcy  
from 1970 t o  1975 wcrc a l l  =udppqi~onopcJt& hardy4 (Chambcrlin, 1920) and 
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t h i s  same spccics was a l so  collcctcd from do lc r i t e  cavcs i n  Thc Quoin (Eastcm 
~ a s m m i a )  by Pctcr  Phrray. lJonc of thcm are  t r u c  cavc dwcllcrs and thcy may a l so  
be found i n  surface l ocn l i t i c s .  

Thr most exc i t ing  cmc millipcdcs collcctcd from Tilsnlmian caves bclong 
t o  a ncv gencra and spccies and havc not ye t  bccn dcscribrd by Pctcr  Johns. They 
are  t ruc  cavc dwellers. Onc specics occurs i r  cavcs a-c Jda 13ay and anothcr close- 
l y  rc la tcd one i s  known fron Gormcnghns-t in thc  ?lorcntine Vallcy. Both spccics 
belong t o  thc family Dalodcsmidac. Albert Gocde. 

Exit Cavc C-r;.rvc. 
A rcccnt announcc~vcnt by thc  FCinistcr of National Parks appcm- 

ed i n  thc  da i ly  press t h a t  thc  s t a t e  g o v c m c n t  h d  dccidcd t o  dcclnrc t he  Ikrb lc  
H i l l  a rca  a t  I d s  Bay a rcscrvc and had agrccd i n  pr inciple  with the  proposals of 
thc  s c i cn t i f i c  consultants(Dr.Aola Richmds and D r .  C l i f f  ~ l l i ~ r )  which m r e  put 
t o  the  govcm.cnt l a s t  ycar. Yhilc ibis i s  vcry good nc;;s it appears t h a t  the  
mattcr i s  f a r  from cut and dricd.  Inquiries madc it c l ca r  t h a t  no boundarics havc 
bccn dccidcd on yc t  and t h a t  consultat ions a rc  p i n g  on with thc Dept. of AiIincs 
concerning -the revoking of somc mining lcascs  on thc  nc!rihcrn s idc  of l h rb l c  H i l l  
around I4!stery Crcck Cavc. Go it nay bc somc time bcforc dc f in i t c  boundarics a rc  
drawn and - i ; k  rescrvc i s  of i:ici~n*lly dcclarcd . Vhethcr thcsc boundaries a r c  going 
t o  be adcquatc rcmains t o  be sccn, Albcrt Gocdc . 

Wcld Rivcr Cavcs . 
----p-. --- 

%c cave po ten t ia l  of thc ,?cld :liver area  r c n d n s  largcly  m- 
explorcd dcspitc thc  f a c t  i h a t  it has beconc a l o t  morc accessible of late as  a 
r c su l t  of thc  building of t he  1:ucllcr Road by A.Tl.1.. which passcs through thc 
h c d - m i x r s  of t h a t  r iver .  *The road was b u i l t  t o  cnablc construction of thc  poncr 
l i ne s  fron Strathgordon and a l so  t o  scrvc a s  a timber cxtraci ion r o d .  It i s  par t  
of the  A.P.?. road nc t  work and lwanc&s off  thc  S~YX Vallcy road t o  mcct the  
Scot-ts Prak Road a shor t  distance ca s t  of i t s  junctior, with tllc Gordon Road. A 
lockcd gate  i s  in s t a l l cd  hcrc and no acccss i s  possible f ron t h a t  end. 

Cavcrs from Tiobart and IITwdena havc a splcndid opportunity t o  do some cx- 
plorat ion i n  t h i s  arca. A t r i p  rcport  by Don !ieston of thc  honclsh Eushwalking 
Club tvas published i n  f u l l  i n  Spelco Spicl  No.41 (Nov.1969) ,and r e f e r s  t o  a t r i p  
made by a party of s i x  i n  May of the s m c  ycar. We republish it hcrc i n  f u l l  i n  
t h e  hope of s t i r r i n g  up somc rcncwcd i n t c r c s t  i n  thc  arca. 

Report : Don 17c s ton . -- -- 
Date oT--t-ripP: 17 -25 F-ay, 1959. *- -- 
Party: Leader: C. ? O S ~ .  

G. Ncu-ton, D. '!CS i;on, I .Fhting, E.En-Ling, C .Handfield. 
Log of Trip. 

Party flew t o  Dcvonport, hi-tchcd t o  Yrodshamls Pass on thc  Gordon 
Rivcr Road and :~alkcd along the old Port Davcy t rack  t o  Dmpcr Inn. Thc track i s  
i n  f a i r  condition -i;laough otrcrgromi i n  spots ,  but Damper Inn i s  not habitablc.  
The crcck nt  Damper Inn was thcn fo l lo~rcd  South t o  thc f i r s t  Cmpsitc ("\'ledge" 
M 3  441.0, 728.0). !hc f i r s t  cvidcnce of limcstcme rms sccn a t  approx (112 439.8, 
729.0) Going along thc  creck bras slow, cspccial ly  i n  thc  gorgc scct ions  which 
werc l i t t e r c d  with f a l l c n  t r cc s .  Aftcr a dzy oT cxploration ihc campsitc was sh i f t -  
ed t o  (kiR 441.2, 727.3) 'Phc f l a t  area  s$om on tlzc map on the  wcst s idc  of the 
r i v c r  from the c q s i t c  vould be su i tab le  f o r  airdropping. 

!?he country i n  t h i s  rcgion could be dividcd In to  - i ; h ~ c  zoncs: 
r i vc r  banks - ovc-rgrotm, s tccp and ilossy l r i  lh many f a l l e n  logs .  - -- ---- 
limestone -- arcas -.- - mainly f l a t  with many sinkholes and 'limcstonc c a s t l c s l .  

Covered with f a i r l y  oycn bccch fo rc s t s .  
r idges - Stccp-sidcd. E4,my hugc mountain ashes. Covered with threc  foo t  high 

brsckcn ,md tanglcs of f a l l e n  logs.  



Spelco Spic.1 . I!o. 1 26. --- 
llftcr cxploring thc r i v c r  bmks froln c u p s i t c  1 t o  thc cave 1.: 6 (sce  

map) most cxplorst ion tras carr ied out by s t r a igh t ,  compass-coursc t r i p s .  
About 60 sinkholcs wcrc invcst igatcd,  bu-t 7,rith onc cxccption tlicy ncrc blocked. 

The par ty  rcturncd on m approx, !-.V. coiflpass course from caapsitc 2. 
:%c going a7as much ca s i c r  than along tlic r i v c r  cxccpl f o r  somc vcry th ick  
scrub about (I?R 439, 729). 

Cost of t r i p  a i r  f a r c s  (ap-prox) $24 
food ( approx) ?;l 0 = C34 

Cavcs, Explor_c-d,.,. 

1 1 Thc Chasm - - - A holc a t  t hc  bottom of a dccp sinkholc on t hc  ridgc, S.E. 
from cmp  2. A 20 f t .  v e r t i c a l  p i t ch  lcd t o  a hocizontal passcgc trhich s f t c r  
20 f t .  bccmc too narrow f o r  fh r thc r  progrcsa. 

W 2 Black Hole - ',%c cn-iirmcc i s  locatcd 6y a huge black stump on thc  edge 
p------ 

of a large  collapsc arca  ncar ':[ 1.  A v e r t i c a l  shaf t  led down through loosc 
car th  and rocks. It  narrowcd s f t c r  about 25 f t .  but secncd t o  conliiiuc vert-  
i c a l l y  f o r  a long distance a f t c r  t h i s  point .  It  was dccidcd -Lh:,t it was too 
dmgcrous t o  cxplorc t h i s  cavc any fur-bhcr. 

14 3 Gail ' s  Hole - :!%c cn-i;rance was loca-Led a t  thc basc of a limcstonc c l i f f  -----.- 
on thc  Veld 100 yds. ?!or-th of cmp  2. ?hc cavc bccomcs too small e f t c r  6 f t .  
f o r  fu r thcr  progrc s s .  

B 4 Bonc --- C a v ~  - - tl lnrgc cn t rmcc  i n  t hc  l i l -cstonc b lu f f s  on t hc  \!eld 150 
yds. dotrnslrcam Prom camp 2. '%c cavc i s  s h c ~ , l l o ~ ~  and contains many small 
boncs . 
W 5 SS-qcam Cavc - This cavc has bccn cut  by a -Lributary i:hich joins thc 
Wcld a t  (NR 441 .l, 726.2). The strcam f l o m  underground f o r  about 50 ft, 
thcn drops i n to  -bhp Vfcld. A 30 f*., dry sidc-passage lcd t o  a chmbcr with 
somc dccora'don. 

TJ 6 Upsircm ----W Cavc - 150 yds. ups t r cm of ; I  5, -thc stream drops i n t o  a 
20 T t .  dccp pot then flows underground ?or about 100 yds. Thc rra-ixr i n  thc  
passage tias about 3 t o  5 f t .  dccp and the  passagc vas not  cxplorcd beyond 
thc  cntrmcc.  

Note: Ropcs vcrc usrd t o  cxplorc 1 ,and 6. -- 

The high r a i n f a l l  and tlic p r c l i f i c  plm-L growth of the  'kid Rivcr arca  
havc contribu'ccd t o  thc  cxtciisivc solut ion of ihc  lirilcstonc sccn by the  
party.  However, -thcsc f ac to r s  arc probably a l so  rcsporlsiblc f o r  t he  blocking 
of thc sinkholcs in thc  arca.  TIc only sizcablc cavcs fowid wcrc associated 
With running va tc r .  Exploration fu r the r  domr ivcr  nay rcvcal  o thcr  such cavcs 
but it i s  f c l t  t h a t  Lllc th ick  vcgc1;nLion ,and d i f f i c u l t y  of acccss w i l l  l i r l i t  
thc invcstiga-Lion of the  Vcld Cavcs f o r  s long t i nc  t o  come. ' 

The l oca l  p r c ~ s ~ r ~ o r t s .  
No l c s s  'ch'uz -thrcc i-tcms r c f c r r i ng  t o  cavcs havc appcarcd i n  thc  loca l  

prcss  i n  t hc  l a s t  fcw mccks. Jn casc you-hsvcn't rcad - - 

SEPI 30/7/77 - pagc 37 - A rcpor t  t h a t  l luss im potkolcrs havc Got-Lomcd thc  
Sovict Union's dccpcst cavc - llKicvskayal' south of tllc Cciitral Asj-an c i t y  of 
Sari~arkand. !L%c dcpth rcportcd i s  1000 mctrcs which, i f  cor r rc t ,  would make it 
rank very promincntly on a l is t  of t he  nor ld ' s  dccpcst cavcs. 
Pkrcury 25/7/77 - pagc 5 contains two i t cns .  

Greck anthropologists havc uncarthcd Lhc skclcton of a mm in a cavc 
i n  Northern Grcccc, ncar  Pctralona. Thc skclcton is  bclicvcd t o  be somc 
700,000 ycars old making it thc  oldest  cvcr discovcrcd i n  Europc. Thcrc i s  
evidcncc at thc SMIC s i t e  of thc  usc of f i r e  a s  burnt boncs havc bccn found i n  
the samc dcposit .  Thc s lw l l  was wcll  prcscrvcd ss it rms protcctcd by a l aycr  
of f l m s t o n c  . 

ilrchacologists i n  thc  U.S. m r c  a l so  i n  thc  ncrrs with thc  d i scowry  of 
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an cxtcnsivc bu r i a l  ground i n  and ncar a spring-fed limcs-tonc sinkhole a t  
Sarasota ncar Tlorida.  "'hc site nay contain up t o  2000 1iuma.n bu r i a l s  dat ing 
back somc 7000-years ago. Prcscrvation of bra in  mattcr  i s  rcportcd from onc 
bur ia l .  According t o  thc ycrrs i - k m  cu? cx t inc t  tor'coisc was discovcred skcncr- 
cd by a s takc 12,000 t o  13,000 ycars ago and a l so  a 10,000 year old boomerang, 
possibly thc  oldcst  cvcr found, 

. .  . . . 

24th July ' - l -  h1&dcna &oup drovc oht through heavy snow and r a in  t o  road 
clcvcn t o  look a t  a cavc Kax had lo'catcd a few vccks c a r l i c r .  Thc cavc; i t s c l f  
d id  not cxtcnd fur-Lhcr -than a fcv  feet but thc arca  i s  vcry promising ~ 5 t h  
largc  arcas of expoocd l incs tonc cxtmding back from thc  Ylorcntinc ? N - L ~ V C ~  ' - 
a l l  new t e r r i t o r y .  ' ' , 

.8 

1n ' t hc  arca  north of Ji? 113 h l o n  R i f t  Cavc ( J F  34) a s c r i c s  of f i vc  
small snallcts,,,-,-Lh'rcc h w c  npr? bccn cxplorcd - onc t o  a dcpth of a l i t t l c  

- .  

ovcr 100 f e c t  . 
South-Yes-i from thooc s n a l 1 c . t ~ '  At; thc  '6nd of thc  smlc r idge two pots 

have bccn loca tcd  - onc consis ts  of a drop of 50 f t .  cnding I n  a largc  chm- 
bcr, but no continuatiom,?hc other has bccri cxplorcd t o  a dcpth of 80 f t .  
with scop? of fur-ihcr cxplora-Xon providcd onc can put u-p with thc  t e r r i b l c  

: mud t h a t  i n f c s t s  the  cn'cbrc cavc. 
lVhilc looki';lg a t  an dld mine tunnel i n  p rid,rc s-t thc  end of The IJccdles 

it was sccn-. t l x ~ t .  i n  pa r t  of -thc ti~.nncl fornat ions  ncrc dcvcloping - somc of 
thc  walls being covercd i n  f lo~rs tonc .  VC arc  dcbating vhcthcr a c  should number 
t h i s  "cave". 

! . .. L . ( John Parkcr. 
t !  

. . & '. , 


