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Torward Prograumue.

September 14 - . UDFESDAY. 7.30p.nm. search and Rescuc practice meeting at
. POllCO Garage, Patrick Sireet,
Septl.24-25 - Jeckend: Txit Cave, Tda Bay. #xploration with thc climbing

pole in Devils Stovepipe., Party will stay at Comp 1.
Icader:Till ificholson.

October 5 - ”LJ“ DAY General Mecting at 8 p.m. at Unit 4, 120 Strickland
Avenuc, “South Hobart. (+Wellington Ieights" sign at entrance
to drive)., Pirst driveway on left-hand side of road after
bus stop 21 - threc stops past thc Cascade Brewery.

November 13 - SUI'DAY: Day trip. Lither T"ixit Cave, Leader: Roy Skinner
Or Abscil dowm kidnight Hole, Lecadcr: PYony Culberg.

December 3-4 - chkend- Kubla Khan, role Creck, There is a party limit.
Lcadch° Bill ‘'omalin, 7“ony Culbcrg.

January 21-29 - Summer - trip cither to Precipitous Bluff or the Cracroft area.
Final dccision at the next Gencral Mecting.
WEEKLY GEL f‘_;f"ETS - As usual at Stuart's place, 7 Rupert Avenue, New Towm,

livery "’'cdnesday cxcept the first ‘Jednesday of the month.
0--00-000-00~0

EDITORIAL.

Prom the contributions reccived for this Spiel it is obvious that there
has been a fair amount of activity going on-in recent wecks, Some of our recent
influx of pros»ective members have becn able to complewse their qualification for
membership and wcwere plcased to welcome four new ucmbers at the last G.M, held
at Roy's place - a meciing ihat was well aticuded and saw some animated discussion
of club matters. .t thc October (.1°, we hope Lo hrave Phil Robinson to show us
some slides of his recent visit to the Hiwalayas.

The clu» cclebraited its thirty--first birthday with an Annual Dinncr at Lh@
Bavarian Tavern. Tventy-five membecrs and friends had an anoyablo time. I have
never scen so many caverncers on the dance floor!

Y[ith the coming of warmer wcathcr and witi: the influx of keen now membcrs
we can expect an upsurge of caving activity. Stuart is to be congratulated on
the making of 150 ft(45 metrcs) of ncw ladder in 5 30£4(9 metre) lcnghhs.This
is now recady for testing,(any voluntccrs?) and will form a welcome acdition to
the club's equipment., Stuart's shoulder is on the mend and he and 7ill Nicholson
are planiing attacks on The Chairman and Khazad-dum next summer togcther with the
Maydcna Branch. Bill is also revitalizing cxploration in FExit Cave by means of

the climbing pole, Laurie Moody is pursuing his intercst in sca caves. Anyonc
who prefers the coast next summer is welcome to join him, e also expect to sce
caving activity in the Cracroft arca and possibly at Prccipitous Bluff.

Albcrt Gocedc,

0-00-000-~00~0

CLUB NEIS

*  Congratulations to Bill Micholson who was clccted party lcader at the last
G.}M. to take e7fect from hig eightcen birthday - 16/9/77. Despite his youth
Bill has cxpericnce on his side having becen a junior member for several ycars.
He is the youngest mcmber ever appoinscd party Lcader.
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Club_lews(cont, ) '
* New Members. ‘o extend a warn vcleome to the Zollowving new members who ttxc
accepted at the last (.1, o
Full membership:Truce McIntosh,c/o Hobart intric Collcge, Letitia St.,Nth Hobart
Matthew Lewis, 268 Sandy RBoy Rd., Sandy Bay, 7005
Ian Gothard, 10 Allison Strcct, "Test Hobart, 7000,
Junior membership: Caroline Rccs, 9 Addison Street, llosctta, 7010,
Welcome to the mob and keep up the good work,

* As the Spiel gocs to press we arc still awaiting ncws from Bill Tomalin whose
wife is cxpecting twins at any momcnt. Wc hopc all gocs well, Tt scems rather
a drastic way to ensurc a supply of future cavcerneers.

* On Wednesday, 31st August, members gathered at Stuart's place cnjoyed a slide
show of West Australian caves given by Linley Plcster, sccerctary of the Speleo-
logical Rescarch Croup(W.A.). kany of the slides were by club member Norm
Poulter and rcilceicd his usual high gtaundards of phovography. The only com-
plaint is that wc would have liked to scc morc, It was followed by slidces
taken rccently in Crocsus Cave and clscwhere by some of our prospcctive mcm—
bers -~ shown and commentcd on by Irucce.

0—00-=-000=00~0
Cavc Conscrvation Rulcs - Do you agree?

. The following cave cunscrvation rulcs werce tabled for considcration at
the Canberra A.3... comnittcc iccting. Yhey have been eirculaved for discussion
by members of A,3.l. clubs and a dcecision about ~hether or not they will be
adoptcd will bc made at the ollongong A.S.7., comitiee mecting at the cnd of
Jannary.

' Since some mcmbers arc likely to hold strong views about the desiribility
or otherwisc of thcse rules being introduccd they are reprintcd herc so that
we can havc a full, informcd discussion ot the October C.i., If we are opposcd to
some of them it is imporisont that our A.S.i#, delegate be instructed accordingly
so that the opposition can be voiced.

- The proposals arc:

1. ‘they will not camp overnight in any cavce,

2. thcy will not smokc in caves.
3 ey will not conduct cuy dig, on the suracce or undergrcund, vwithout the

cxpress prior permission oi the landoincr (or wanagenent authority) and
their socicty cormittec,

4, They will not usc any tools other than their barc hands in any dig.

5. They 17311 not usc cxplosiwves, on the surfacc or underground, undcr any
circumstancces,

6. ‘They will not construct a gotc in a cave without Tirst obtaining the per-
nission of thc landowmer (or management authcrity) and their socicty come—
mittece, and cnsuring that pcrmancnt provision is medc for the sccurity of
keys.

.

7. "hey will not comsiruct o gate in o cove without an accuwpenying sien ox-
plaining thc rcesions for rcshricting access, and the circumsitances wnder
which authoriscd visites arc wossiblce,

8. They will not carry out any wetcr tracing cxpcrinments in karst arcas with-
out first having carcfully asscsscd the altcrnative tracing agents and
tecchniques available, and sclccting only thosc vhich can bc showm to pre-
sent no danger of chenical pollution of {the cave or disturbancc of aquatic
flora or fauna,

(Re—organizing and rc-numbering of the various scctions of the Codc of Tthics
will be reqmired.)

0~00~000~00-~0
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Cave Numbering.
John Parkcr has bcen active rcecently numbering caves 1n the Junce
Tlorentine arca and has supplicd the following information:

All tho caves arc on citacr side of the forcsiry sract that lcads on from
Johri Bull Road.

JP 121 -~ Small cavc on the lcft of the wrack 50 yds. on from the turn-off to
JP 110 - fully cxplorcd - 50 ft,pitch that divides into two at 20 ft.
level = both squecze off at 50 foot level, CGrid rcf., 669-698 (Tycnna).

JIF 122 - Cave to thc left of the track on the ridge that also contains The Chair-
man (JT 99); 30ft. entrance pitch that cntcrs into a large chamber -
wcll dccoratcd - fully cxplored,. Gricé rcf, 667-701 (lycnna)

Ji# 123 ~ Inilow cove above the Choirmen - has not been cxplored. Creck that feeds
the cave is dry in summcr. Grid rof, 668-701 (lUyerna),

JI 124 - TLargc cave with pitch of approx., 100 ft. to sandy floor, some scope for
further exploration. Cave 60 £t. on frouw JI' 113 along the track - to
the left of the track. Grid ref. 666-701 ( ycmna).

JI 125 - Adjaccnt cave to JF 124, 30 ft. to I"! « is a small swallet -~ spall flow
cven in summer. Has been partially cxplorcd. Grid Ref, 666-701("ycnna).

JP 126 - Adjacent to JF 125 = small swallet partially cxplored - large number
of cavc crickets - lot of loosc timber and rock throughout the cave,
Grid rcf. 666-701 (Tyemna).

JI 127 =~ Proposcd namc "Murder Pot" - 100 ft. off thc track to thc left of the
track in the ridge before Rift Cave. Untrance pitch of 60 ft - that
lcvels into a Jassurc chomber - some dccoration - very dirty cave -
has not becen fully cxplered - this cave ncerly killed me while cxplor-
ing it, a very nasty cove, Grid rcf. 6562-700 (‘yenna).

JF 128 - "Deccp Pot' - 50 yards S.E. of J" 34, has been cxplored to depth of
60 ft. from the catrance pitch -~ a sloping mud floow lcads off — not
fully cxplorcd. Cave to the right of track just hcfore the turn of T
to JI 34, Grid rcf. 6562-659 ('ynnna)

129 - Proposcd name " ‘rain Tunnel?, Cave to thc north of JF 34, inflow cave -
creck near dry in sumrer, cxplorcd for 50 f+,, drgught present, very
tight. Grid rcf. 652-669 (- ?Cnpa)

E

Ofcoursc all thesc grid rcferences arc very approximate, accurate survey
nceded,
0=~00=000~00~0

Liffey Falls Cave '
by Albecrt Gocde.

I had ncver heard of Liffcy Talls Cave until some time last ycar when I
visited the Queen Victorie luscum in Lauwiceston with Peter Murray to look at
their collcetions of fossil bone. “he zoological curator, Bob Green, mentioned
that a lot of inscet material had becen colleceted in recent years and because of
my intercst in cave crickets (family: Fhaphidophoridac) T asked if T could go
through the collcetion of criclcts to cxtract any material bclonging to the cave
cricket family, About half a dozcn tubes of specimens were found. Onc of the wmost
intercsting was a ‘tube contalnﬂnﬁ two spceimens from Liffcy Falls Cave. Dr. hola
Richards from Sydney has subscquently borrcwed the material and has dctermined
that 1t represcnts a ncw specics,

On Saturday, 13 August, Judy Hince and T sct out from Launceston to visit
the cave. It is about an hours Hrive from Lounceston and from vhere onc leaves
the car it is about an hour's walk along a poorly maintaincd track to the falls,
The wcather was fine butv heavy rain had fallen on the provious two days and there
was a lot of watcr sbout. ‘hoen we rcached the falls on the right bank of the river
a wide low cave cnirance could be seen ou the onmpositec bank just dovmstrcam from
the falls., “ortunatcly a large log provided 2 saic crossing place. The cave prov-
ed to be remarkably dry and roomy with a roof height of up to two mnctrcs., The
cavce appcars to have fermed by lateral undcrcutmlng of the cliff by thc strcam,
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Subscquently the front nart has suficrced roof collepsc crecating fairly dark con-
ditions ot thc back. The cave has devecloped on o pebbly nudstonc with a limec-
rich matrix sand poorly dcveloped coralline formations arc found on some of the
walls, The cave had a sizcablc populasion of cave crickets telonging to the genus

The  cave ig well worth a visit if you happen to be in the arca, From inside
one has a splcdid vicw of the Talls. The walk to the cave is quite plcasant and
much of the vay is through unspoilced rainforcst.

0=-00=-000~00-0

Bubg Iill Arca by Albert Gocde

-

During Augusi T twrice visited the Dubs Ifill arca. ‘he first timc to relo-
catc Tinys Watch Ilole (23rd) and the sccond time to dcscend the cave vith the
help of laboratory tcchinician Dcnis Charlesvorth in order to collcet samples for
my rcscarch projcct on cave scdiments. The sccond trip was unsucccessful bccausc
we only brought 75 ft. of laddcr(all thet was cvailable ot the time) and this was
found to be 15 f4. short ioxr the cntrancc pitch,

As a rcsult of my visit I Tave found that a nwbcr of caves in the arca
have been nurbered by 5.C.5. 7 was proviously wmwarce of this as no list of nume
bered caves has been published <“or this area. On the first trip I lcfi the wvehicle
at the Bubs I1ill sign, followed up the hill to the tronsmission linc and then
walked dowmhill in a westerly dircetion along the transmission linc trock which
has been clcarcd in rceent ycars. i mmumber of holes “icre obscrved, Two of these
were numbered 201 and 204 respectively, B 201 is e swpell swvallct, probebly dry in
summcr and B 204 is an cloagatced rissurc a short distence further vwest. I cvent-
ually located .linys 'mitch Holc vhich is not numbered. ifterwords T made a quick
visit to Thylacinc Lair. ‘his cavc has twe cntrences closc together vhich arc
labelled - Jointly as B 203,

On the sccond trip, after my unsuccessiul atscnnt to descend Tinys ‘iatch
Hole, I wvisitced the limestone quarry on the northern side of the Tycll Highway.
Here we found a small cave cntrance numbered B 205 and we clso noticed an opcning
higher up in the face vhich can not be rcached vithout cquipnent. It has & small
trickle of watcr conming out of it and has not been nusbered. Bubs Hill has poten-—
tial for furthcr caves but thick vegetation mokes scarching for them a difficult
and time-consuming pastime. kcanwhile, 1 would like te¢ knov how many caves in the
arca have been numbered o o o by vhom . . , and wherce T can find o list of num-
bered caves?

0-00=000~00--0
D'intrceastcaux Channel ond Lover Dermaent. . -
e e S L S ST R SRR T e Lauric R. loody.

e objcctive of this particuler trip was moinly to locatc and photogroph
a sca cavc south of Voodbridge in th¢ D'intrccastecaux Chamncl area., Having pre-
viously visitcd this particular cave as a child, T a8 interesicd to scc it again
through the cyces of a swnclcologist.

™he ceve itself lics on the northcern side of a sandstonc ocutcrop o nrox-
imatcly 3 Lkm, south of Woodbridge towvards Birches Bay. A small one mctre trion-
gular shapcd cntronce lcads to a small chamber sriith o sloping roof and a snall -
daylight holc vhzxch is slightly right and ~hove the catrance. Tength is approx.
10 metres vith no continuation. Cave would portially £il° with wvatcr at high tidce.
fnother small sce cave vith a larger cutrance lics next vo the other but docs not
go in far.

After taking scveral photogrophs I then procecice to a cliff area 2 ka,
north of Pirsons Point and closc to the mouth of the Derwent River. Investigom.
tions hcre rcvealed a smell through cove approx. 10 metres ia length, This cave
lics at the foot of the cliffs dircetly behind end below o avusc owvmed by a
fricnd of minc, Mr. S. Diclson. Somc 300 mcircs south of this point, I also
located vhat could prove to hc an cxtrcmcly large sca cave, his cave runs into
the clif? a considecrable distonce but acccus is coxtremcly difficult. Canyon-
like cliff walls drop verticelly to the waiscr. intry to this coave, would bc rc-
commcnded during swmcr and prcfcrably at low tide. However, laddcr climbs could
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be instigatcd and this could prove and intcrcsting diversion for a stinking hot
surmer's day.,
0~00~000-00~0

Juncc Arca - 20/8/77.
Party: Jchn Parkcr ond Lauric l.oody.

T arrivcc atbt lieydena sround 10 a.n. to find "ot conditions wverc similer
t0 thosc I had left in Tiobart. “ict, niscrablc ond far from ideal for any scrious
caving. “hc morning vas spcnt at the Annen's where ny latcst slides were shoun.,
Ve also wvicwed a nunbcer of slidcs taken by John Porker at thic minc~adit ncar the
Feedlcs, vicst of liaydena.

after lunch, hindly supplicd by idnne, John and T decided to poy a visit to
Ross-Walker Cave, Tic wcather lifted bricfly, alloving us to reach the cove, Hove
cver, as ¢ did so, tle raiu began agaln. somc tinme ol spent cxanining the cave
and cach of its cntranccs. A nunber of slidcs wcro lso taken. Prior to departing
the rain ccoscd ond e inspceted sonce ncarby outcrops of limestonc, scrub-bashing
through somc cxtremcly dcnse scrub, (ur scarching f ;Ullcd to revecal anything of
intcrest and our crrival back at the car co-incided vith yci anothcr cowmpour.

Neturning to the Annan's, we ¢cnjoyced a iclcone cup of coffce before rcoturn~
ing homc.

L, koody.
0=00-000-00~0

Txit Cave - 27,28 Aucust,1977.

Party: Roy Skimncr, DPruce lclintosh, o 1'iddlcton, Strato Anagnostis, Auiita and
Rima 4yruchanas, Till Ficholson, lan CGothard, Pavel Tuzicka, Stephen Smillie,
Hugh Stcvcnson, David Darry, Svephcen Fershall, David “falkcr, Diannc Scho-
ficld, Julic !larsh, Kathcrinc ndyvenc, Lyanc Smith, Robert Johnson(Div., of
Recercation) and Linlcy Plesteor (S, !uC.oie)e

“his was a combincd ',.C.,C. - Hobart | atric party with Robert Jolmson, Lin--
lcy Plester and Pon iiddleten os casual visiters. The objcctives vere to define
wallking arcas in fornotion, scetions, to hock-mork the rock-pilc and to carry cight
5 ft. scctions of scaling polc tc thc Devils Stovepipe,

To conduct a party of 21, most of vhon hod 1ittlc cr nc ceving cxpcricncc
thirough the rock-pilc is of coursc a glow and ardu . usg busincss. Howcver, this iwas
achicved, Tut to state cvents in chronolosical ordcr --

Departed Hobart aprrox, 7 a.n. Saturday, ncv o5 Dover 9 a.n, Arrived ot
Exit about 12 noon (42 boots making centact with the track in August soon rcdueed
scveral gections to the siotus of quoriidre), sct up camp at Camp 1 and departcd
therefrom at 2,30 p.m,, ontcred the rock-pilc via the Tallroon in order to pick
up rcflceting markcrs for the rock-pilc. At 2 point n-ar Mini Martin, somc ncmbers
of the party werc fcceling the cffects ot the protracted cxertinn and vicrc appre-
hengive about proccciing farther with the rcoum through the rock-pile still to
cone, so we lcft the scaling polc above flood lcvel (and Albert's drill and my
haim:ier below £lood level) and rcturncd to the rock—pile, Total time from Camp 1
to the turning point was 3> hours. “otal time of rciurn to Comp 1 o 1% hours
(don't ask mc vhy).

Humang arc supposcd to have an ‘nbuilt mechanism which tells then that cven
vhen underground they know whether it is daylight outside or not. I am unconvincod
about this, dbut not ahout the rooster vhich must have accompanied us to Camp 1.

He first croved ot 5.30 a.m,

¥or thc statistically nindcd, it takes ehree hous for twcnty—onc pcople to
have breakfast in Ixit Cave, so if yiu vent te do anything in the morning and you
have twenty pcople itk you, 8 o clo>“ is too lavsc to start brcakfast, but some
of us went ond defined the valkwey in the Tallroom viile the rest aont photograph-
ing in thc Collonadcs and Harncr Pessegc.

he cave was cvacuated by 2.30 n.n,

"'ony and Pot Culberg had planncd a onc day visit wwith David Pcrkins of
UNSYSS, but wihiem David was unablc to nake it, it didn't takc nmany glances at the
watcry heavens on Yony's part to convinece him the' the sandduncs of Cocklc Creck
were & betticr proposition for the day.

- Uncxpcetcd visigors on the 3aturdey cre the

R Yo

itor hinsclf and-Judy-Hinc
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on a bricf "tourist® -qicit. .

loy Skinncr.

O u0=000=~00-0
Jolf Hole - 21/8/77.

Party: Bill “‘omalin, Bill I'icholson, Chris Rathbonc, “ruce Mclantosh and 13
assortcd students,

Despite a last-pinutc panic over scrounging cnough ladécr to rig the 'olf
Hole, the trip got undcrway on schedule., Therc vierce rather too meny for this part-
icular trip as thc Volf Tolc prescnts o fouwr logistical prohlenms vhen cxiting.
Hovicver, the main purposc was to providce cxpericnec of abscil and ladder vork in
a caving gituatvion,
Abscil = The pitch was rigged by the Bills end Chris. I'¢ have preferrcd the
gtudents wo do the rigging but winc was short, I've never scoen such an array of
abscil mcthods on onc occasion., All mcthods werce to be feund in the book but I
havc scrious Boubts as to the sarfcty of looping the abscil rope around the bar-—
rcl of the karabiner, Vith novicces there is o hencercy to abscil in stops and
starts and the hcat gencrated in the kerabincr Ly this ncthod could have scrious
cffecets on the rope. All siudents apncarcd confident in anzscil - it might be
pointed out that wost fatol accidentes i clinbing crc causcd by overconfidenece
in abscil,
Caving - Bach of the two groups had about 3 hours charging around thc nud slopcs
of Yolf Holc (cxcluding eiting timc). Bill Nicholson pcrjurcd hinsclf by swcaring
blind that Take Pluto wos in the oppooite dircction when tlic two groups mct, Bruce
drovce the sccond group mad o~ th bis photogrophing cverything thet didn't move and
Chris drove cveryonc nied anyvay. he cave wog surnristngly dry (Jor Yolf Tole).
Laddering - As cxpcetvcd, somc had 1ivtlce trou:lc and somc had a lot. Lack of tech-
niguc rathcr than physical surength cousca rost of the hang=ups. Onc student took

<+ an hour to climb out - a mejor feat shen onc cousiders that Y hr., on a ladder

is morc than most of us would carc to copc with eayway! Againstethc=facc tcchni-
que vos badly lacking, as was ncgoticiion of a lip,. 3ill N, was tremncndous at
talliing bodics over the lip. It is wrcll-lmovm that oncs sensce of hwour during a
ladder clinb deterioratcs as an inversc squarc of the anount of difficulty onc is
cxpericneing, and the situalion is not inproved by barracking from the top! It was
well-=intentioned but somctincs cverdone,

Throc studcents have indicatcd wliat they wish to join the “ubla trip in Dce,
I obscrved, carcfully, their periormance on /cdncsday nnd their skills arc adcguatce.
I'd like thew to now got cxpericnce in rigging and nhotographic tcchniques.
General - a wordlnhile cxXpcrernce with sgowe lesson lcarncd, On scheduld up to the
ladccring., Bill N, las sonc sugrcations on folloving up a new lcad found in South
FHe Rill “lomaliu,

A B L L 1 g
s v vt R K

“olf Hole(Group B Report) - 51/8/77.
4/, = Bill Micholson, Cerolinc Recs, Matthew Teidds, Chris Rathbone, Ton Gothard
Pavel Ruzicka, Julic Marsh,
vialkie-talkics were uscd on thic cntrance pitch tor compunivations and cxccs-~
sive abusc, these proved to be invaluablc and vorked quite “.cll until the baticrics
dicd, Approx two and throc--quortcr hours wore gpent i thw  olf liole complex, lunch
was caten on the siorcs of Loke Pluto and o fissurc wos portly (xplored., Exploration
of this fissurc will continuc ucxt trip by placing a bolt to allow access to a lover
passage, A fow proplc cxpericnecd slight diziculty in osconding the 90! laddcer
pitch and fortunc’icly no wmisiheps occcurced,

Genghis Khan - 3/9/77.
Party: A/L - Bill Nicholson, Carclinc Recs, | atthe Levis end Dave Davies,

A feou our were spent(nmostly on our bettorns) in 4.0, adniring the dclicate
spclcothens and splendid “cinciions, Wo cxdloration outside the wnin chamber o
carricd out and no rcecut wandalisn or natural troolages vicre noticed.

®#% ey thanks to the 7,i7,C. nob and c¢ithers vie carricd the scaling polce cquip-—
ment in past the talus in #xit Cave rceently, .

»ill Micholson,

Bill WMicholson,
STOP PRESS! Twin Boys arrived Saturday morning. 71b 10ozs and 81b 4ozs! Congratu-

lations to Kerry and Bill. Twins nominated for future membership in 1992.

@ -




