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Octobcr 9 - Suncla,. Ylorcntinc Vallcy. i .a inly  s i@tscc ing  and surface cxpJor- 

ntion. Icscl.cr: 'Cony Culbcrg. 

Octobcr 15,16 - %?F:EJQ. 1br thcr  cxploration in thc  BJolf Holc , Hmtings . IJc,dcr: 
R i l l  blicliolso~l. 

Novcnbcr 2 - -A-- l,rEDPESDAY. -- Gcncrsl ; r c t ~ n g  a t  8 p.11. a t  IIauric B~oocly~s placc, 
13 B asoil S t r cc t  , Clarc, lent. 

Novcnbcr 5,6 - ---L- I,XT:I'U?D. Ihplorat ion i n  Exit Cnvc using c l icb ing  polc i n  Dcvilt S 

S-tovcpipc . Cmp unficrground. Lc'dcr : B i l l  YTichcjlson. 

Mov,5 and/or 6 - Exit Cavc ,,Lcarlcr: 30y Skimcr .  
Ididnight Holc. Abscil dotm t o  iiystcry Clc.Cavc.Leadcr: Tony Culbcrg. 

Nov, 25-27 - WEEKEhTD: Cracroft.  Lcavc on Fridaynigllt mcl cmp  a t  Fzrnhousc Ck. 
Exploration cjf nct: cavc found l a s t  swmcr by Hobart 9,dlting Club 
party. Party l i u i t c d  t o  s ix ,  prcfcrably thonc cxpcricnccd i n  thc 
bush and I m i l i a r  ~ 5 t h  S.R.T. Lcadcr: Albcrt Gocdc. 

Dcccabcr 3,4 - --- 'VEEImJD. Kubln Khan, Etolc Crcck. Thcrc i s  a par ty  l i r i i t  . 
IJcxlcr: R i l l  Tonalin. 
( I\Tacs f o r  t h i s  pl~otographic t r i p  i n  t o  B i l l  by ncxt nccting 

Ph. 30 2761, o r  ]:rite t o  thc  Division of Rccrcation, K i r l r s ~ : ~  
IIousc. Party l i r i i t  2 a t  prcscnt - possiblc cxtcnsion i f  nwbcrs  
dcnmd it. (B.Y))  

Dcccnbcr 

J ~ I u , ~  2 

10,11 - 1E::KEXD or  pa r t  thcrcof. i aydcnn highl ight  v i l l  bc a shccp roas t  
on Saturday ,orgmizcd by ~ l i n c  host  'Cony Culbcrg. Location - Juncc 
Honcstcad. Czving optional ,and accidci i td .  

1-29, 1978 - -- Prccixitous --.- Eluff -..-W i s  now dc f in i t c ly  the destination of our 
sum-xr t r i p .  dcccss by fishj-ng boct providcd ccathcr  is  suitable. 
For thosc prcparcd t o  i ;dk - corx vlzm you czn md  go ::hen you mrat. 
Ain of the cxpcdiJ~ion i s  fu r thc r  cxploration 'and napping, 'also 
s c i e n t i f i c  work. L ~ r c t  s u i t  i s  clcsirz.blc P'or thosc n m t i n g  t o  scc 
Quctzalcoatl Conduit. I n t c r s t a t c  cavcrs ,arc cordial ly  invi ted t o  
at tcnd.  Rasic food cquipncnt c m  bc lmdcd i n  dvmicc. 
LccLclcr Albcrt Gocdc . 

0-00-000-00-0 

EDI TOR1 AL. 
------A- 

Sincc t ! ~  l n s t  Sp ic l  thcrc  has bccn a f a i r  m~ount of ac t i v i t y  with nct: 
ground d i s c h c r c d  i n  tvo oavc systcns. 4 par ty  lcd by B i l l  ~~ocho l son  cxplorcd sonc 
nclr pasaagcs i n  7olf  IIoLc .in the  v i c i n i t y  of Ldcc Pluto. Exp lo r~ t ion  cndcd closc t o  
-Lhc surfacc and thcrc  i s  a poss ib i l i t y  of f inding mothcr  cn t rmcc  t o  tlzc systcn. 
knyrray, thcy arc  going back t u  invcs-bigatc. 

Max J c f f r i c s  lcd a par ty  ol" r m r  chum t o  Bonc P i t  mid a f t c r  sonc dig&ig broke 
i n t o  a nctr psssagc. This has only bcin cxplorcr f o r  cbout 30 nctrcs  as thc  going gcts 
r a thc r  d i f f i c u l t  md  lpushing it rcquircs a norc cxpcricnccd crcn. 110 cloubt w t l l  
hcar 1:0rc about t h i s  prospcct i n  thc next Spicl .  

The l a s t  G.L. h r ld  a t  ny plncc iaas the best  2ttcndcd nccting 1:c'vc hcd f o r  a 
long t i nc  cancl four norc bods r:cx rzdnit-tcd t o  nc~bc r sh ip .  3 t c r  a long ,and l i v c l y  



busincss scssion, thosc vho could afford t o  conc homc la-tc staycc! bcliind and 
aclnircd Phi1 Robinson's coiour s i i d c s  of thc  Hinalpyas. Thds t o  Ph i l  f o r  a 
vcry i n t e r e s t i ng  scssion. 

* --- Ncu Iticnbcrs. ---A- - Thc following scccp-tcd a t  thc l'ast g c n c r d  nccting: 

S t r a to  Anagnostis, 756 Sandy Bay Roacl, Smdy Ezy, 7005. (Junior) .  
John Ylaltoii, 4.46 Churchill  Avc . , Smdy Bay, 7005. ( Jun ic r )  . 
~ c g ( i n a )  Cxyszczuk, 8 Eurnsidc Avcnuc , 1Tc~. !!om, 7008. (Junior)  . 

('?hat's our Trish lass - funny l xqpagc ,  G x l i c ) .  
Stcvc S n i l l i c ,  11 Odclcy Avc . , Bridgcmtcr,  7401 . (Fu l l  i3cnbcr). 

Vclconc t o  thc  nob! 

* - C h c y l ~ s  ------- of kddrcss: 
1a.n Gothard* "Our Cot-i;agctt, l - icl iol ls  X v u l c t ,  71 12. - - 
Phi l  Robinson, 48 Yingcrpost Il!rnck, South Hobzrt , 7000. 

* A t  -the- l a s t  G.]. . :K vcrc plcascd t o  scc our fouiidcr, b. liarrcn Cnrcy, back 
moilgst thc  ranks md  taking m s c t i vc  p a r t  i n  thc  dcba-ixs. :'.c mLdc thc  kind 
o f f c r  of Comting h i s  pc r sond  lddcr  t o  t l r  club cquipncnt pool. Lpart' f ron 
forning a uscful  d d i t i o n  t h i s  laddcr  i s  of considcrablc h i s t o r i c a l  s ign i f i -  
cance as it i s  thc  f i r s t  l d d e r  t o  bc uscd by T.C.C. rxnbcrs bcforc thcxclub 
nadc i t s  own. 

D r .  Carcy a l so  ascurccl us thn-L tlic l a s t  Annual Dinner .;as ntjt thc  f i r s t  
occasion t h a t  ca7:crnccrs took t o  -thc dcncefloor i n  nur~bcrs. Apparently, i n  
-the old days, Scforc your cd i t o r  joincd thc  ranks, a spcc ia l  Cavcrnccrs B a l l  
vas hcld a t  i ~ h i c h  thc  Govcrnor of thc  t i n c ,  S i r  Hug$ Cinncy was prcscnt. Hc 
was a pn-bron of tlic club ,and ac tua l ly  c ra~r lcd  through thc  Biniicy !1?unncl t o  
sec thc  Binncy Cavcs - ncrrly discovcrcd by thc  club - and nmod a f t c r  hin. 

* E i l l  Tonalin has supplicd us i;ith cuictl-icr h i s t o r i a a l  i tcl .  - n previously 
unpublishcd account of a s c r i c s  of Gives i n  thc  ITubla i?lLul rcsurgcncc i n  
?iarch 1974 writ-tcn by Dcs Sobcrtson. Dcs i s  ,ui cxpcricnccd cavcr md  c l inbcr  
and tcachcs a t  Latrobc IIigh School lihcrc hc ,and E i l l  1;crc involvcd i n  t r s i n -  
i n g  studcnts i n  thc  noblc art of spclcology. 

NW3:CE OF FiOTION: 4/10/77 - f o r  considcrat ion at iTovcnbcr G.];. - .-.-a--- 

That thc  Yasmmim Ccvcrnccring Club md i t s  brancl-1 Clubs acccpt thc  Ikport  

,and rccomcnda-tions of thc  Cavcrncc r i ng  Ldvisory Conrlittcc . tt (Publisucd i n  

Notc: Thc Com1ittcc on Outdoor Educa-Lions1 Expcricnccs ( C  .O .O .E .?S .) rh ich  i s  
tlic rccciving body f o r  the  Xcport, i s  m11 a1;arc List t:rc various rcgor t s  

on ,dvcnturc activities arc  a l l  subjcc-i; t o  r ~ o d ~ f i c a t i o n s .  To avoid unncccsszry 
papcrrjork, d isscnt ing indiv5duals a r c  askcd t o  c x p c s s  t h c i r  v i c m  o i t hc r  -Lhrough 
t h c i r  Clubs t o  7?hc Sccrctcry,  C.D.O.E.B., Education Dcpt., o r  mitt clircct, t o  
B i l l  Tonalin, Division of llccrc a-Lion, Lirksl-2.y Fiousc, JJobart , 7000. 

RC: Cavc Con3crv&ttio_n_,R,$~ ( f o r  considcrat ion by llollongong A.S.P. Corm.Mcct- 
ing,  Jw. 1978.) 

by B i l l  Tonalin. 

~ r o ~ o s a l '  No. l , "Thcy vi.11 not  camp ovcrnight i n  m y  cavc . 
A s  a n i l c  1 rrould agrcc with t h i s  proposal s incc  it is  conccrncd u i t h  

conservation on both Lhc physical  aspcct  ( l i t t c r ,  so i l -d is turbmcc)  and on thc  
biological  aspcct  ( f ncccs , rcsp i ra tc ry  bac te r ia ,  sporcs c t c  . ) . Hovicvcr, thc rc  a r c  
s i tua t ions  vhcrc m ovcrniglit cmp  i;culd bc acccptablc. I suggcst LDc f o l l o r i n g  
m c n h c n t s  o r  addit ions : - 
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tl,zs s ta tcd  - - cxccpt ~rhcrc  t hc  lchgth of 2 t r i p  cxcccds 12 hours. 

"as s ta tcd  - - cxccpt whcrc it is  unrcasonablc t o  c u r t a i l  an cxpcrimcnt, 
a survcy o r  t r a in ing  in  S.& R. ' t e c h n i q ~ c s . ~ ~  

Proposal No.2. "!;'hey w i l l  no-L snokc i n  c ~ ~ v c s " .  

A s  f a r  as I lmotr, thcrc  i s  no physical o r  biological  c f f cc t  p n  ~ c ~ ~ y c  ccuscd 
by thc  combustion of vcgctcblc n ~ t t c r  on a s n a l l  scalc.(Thcrc i s  cvidcncc t h a t  
discolouration-rings i n  s ta l sgrd tcs  ncar thc  top cn t rmcc  of Publa Khm has bccn 
thc  r c su l t  of sllokc froii busl!-fircs bcing d ram in.)  I f  thcrc  i s  cviclcncc t o  t hc  
contrary thcn I agrcc ?.i-th thc proposal. Jf not ,  - - fncn J sug,r;cst t h r  following 
mcndncntn:- "as s ta tcd  - - cxccpt by party-consent." 

"as statcc!. - - cxccpt ;;hcrc thcrc  i s  a tl~rough-draught not  l c s s  than 
0.5 kpli. 

Proposal No .4. It!?hcy : r i l l  not usc m y  too l s  othcr  t h m  t h c i r  barc hmds 
i n  ,any dig." 

I disagree . SuggcsL rcplaccncnt with: - 
I1Thcy u i l l  not  usc too ls  po:rcrcd by ( a )  s t c a l ,  

( b )  c l c c t r i c i t y ,  
( c )  pc . t rol (s) ,  
(d) Nuclcar reaction." 

Cave Conscrvction Ru>,c~ - Sonc Co~mcnt S.  -- ----A -- 
by Brucc IicJntosh. 

(1 )  Sonc largc czvcs arc  sui-icd t o  canping ~ 5 t h  no r i s k  t o  thc cavc cnvir- 
onr~cnt i f  comon scnsc ru lcs  ,arc followed. Thcsc cnvcs should bc agrccd upon b7: thc  
Club o r  by thc Comittcc and cmping not p c m i t t c d  i n  my othcrs. Rulcs on h m m  
rrastc disposal  ~rould vary v i t h  condi%ions. 
c.g. - strongly flowing 0~1tfl01i crcck closc -to t hc  cntrmcc:  - do it i n  thc  crcck, 

(but scc ,isn C d c  of b'tliics, Rulc 5 d.Availablc a t  N0v.C-.l:. - F?.) 

- licalc 0~tf101i  C ; ~ C C ~ :  - urinc only i n  thc  crcck, f x c c s  and pnpcr collcctcd 
i n  plL?stic bag. 

- a crcck containing c a l c i t c  fornations,  o r  a cavc with no outflow: urinc 
collcctcd i n  p l a s t i c  bo t t l c s  Tor clispossl ou-tsidc. 

Obviously, a l l  o thcr  rrclstc ( including cmdlc  m x  m d  spi l - t  soup) trould bc t&cn 
out of Lhc cavc. 

Cavcs suitccl. t o  cmping should bc c l ~ s s i f i c d  as such i n  a r cg i s t c r  of Tasnimian 
ccvcs, r;ith rcs-l;ric-l;ions on s i t c s  t o  bc uscd md -Lhc m x i m  nmber  of pcoplc al lo~scd 
t o  camp 2 t  onc t i nc .  

(2)  Smokix Snolring ins idc cavcs should bc a mxttcr of conscicncc md group agrcc- 
mcnt. 1\10 person should snokc i n  m y  placc rhcrc  any onc ncnbcr of a party objccts 
f o r  rcason of pcrsonal discomfort. It should bc notcd t h a t  partly-burnt hydrocarbons 
m d  notcs of soot,  rclcascd uhcn acctylcnc i s  burnt in a cnrbidc I m p  o r  vhcn ::ax 
cmdlcs  arc  burnt, arc  probzbly nuch uorc hamfu l  t o  a cave t h m  c igarc l tc  smolrc. 

(4)  md (5)  d f i  Thc usc of cxplosivcs should bc prohibited unlcss cxtra- 
od ino ry  circurilshnccs a r i s c  bu-ii thc  prohibit ion of digging t o o l s  i s  ridiculous.  
Obviously, grcat  cnrc should bc cxcrciscd i n  t l i r i r  usc, a d  m y  modilication should 
only bc rndc i f  it i s  ,~s?-cpn.,i&~ t o  Turthcr progrcss - by t h i s  I mc,m passing a block- 
age bcyond which it i s  &h& x o b a b l c  t h a t  fur-thcr exploration could bc uorthvhilc. 
I f  thcrc  i s  any r i s k  of d c u ~ ~  -to thc  c m c ,  digging should bc approvcd by thc  Club o r  
Com~i-l;tcc hcforc bcing undcrtakcn. 

(Scc Spclco Spicl  No.127 f o r  -thc proposcil ru lcs  discusscd i n  thc  l a s t  two articles). 
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by Dcs Robcrtson. 

It a l l  s t a r t cd  idith a long dry s p c l l  and a t r i p  through PLu::tralia's 
g rca tes t  cavc - Kubla Khan. 

During thc  caving t r i p  I noticc?. t h a t  thc  Pdvcr Alph, which runs through 
thc  f i r s t  pa r t  of thc  cavc, uas unusually low m d  t h a t  thc  dropping of thc  m t c r  
l cvc l  hnd rcvcalcd m opcning ~rh ich  provcd t o  bc , xcc s s ib l c  by foo t  t o  a dist,ancc 
of about 388 f t .  This scc-l5on contsiilcd a s t r c t ch  of dccp s t i l l  m t c r  which cndcd 
i n  a swnp,(a s m p  i s  ~ h c r c  thc  roof of a cavc drops down -to touch, o r  rcach bclotr 
thc  surfacc of thc  J:atcr. ) 

A fcw days ln3cr  I contactcci! a  f r i cnd  vho i s  a l so  ai cxpc-rt d ivcr ,  B i l l  
I'_incm, m d  togcthcr ~ i c  p l m i c d  t o  clivc t h i s  s w p  i n  thc  hopc of f ind ing  a fu r thc r  
cxtcnsion of ICubla !ban. 

It had bccn known f o r  sonc y ~ a r s  t h a t  thc  Alph, a f t c r  disappcming a t  t h i s  
point ,  rc-appcars 13 icilcs may  c;t thc  cnd of t hc  nain h i l l .  !'This had bccn provcd 
by thc  usc oT a w t c r  dyc ca l l cd  f luorcsccin  rh ich  had bccn put i n  thc  r i v c r  at 
t h i s  point  and was found t o  rc-appcar i n  a crcclt vhich cncrgcs f ron  a holc i n  a 
rocky c l i f f .  

A divc f ron  inoidc thc  cavc poscd nmy  problcms m d  s o  it ~ r a s  f i n a l l y  dc- 
cidcd t h a t  thc  dive should be n d c  i n  thc  rcsurgcncc. 

3ill contactcd two othcr  clivcrs, Richmd m d  A d r i , ~ ,  who w r c  t r i l l i ng  t o  
divc with him. iir. Parsons md  hr .  P, Jcpson agrccd t o  join nc ns ground c r a r  ,and 
a datc  ~ r a s  s c t  f o r  t hc  prcl ini i iary divc - 10th iiarch, 1974. During thc  ~rcck p r i o r  ' 

t o  tkc  f i r s t  divc lrr. '700d agrccd t o  a s s i s t  us Lancl put h i s  vas t  knovlcdgc of th ings  
c l c c t r i c  t o  ;rorlr.on thc  problcn of undcrwtcr  comxnication.  Hc c m c  up with a 
"black box" vhich l a t c r  ~ r a s  'GO provc our grcntcs-t s i nc l c  sa fc ty  a id .  

SUITDAY I.iARCH ---A---- 10th "DI1 (for --- divcJ - - -  1X;Y rcs 1ra r i2  md swmy. The morning ms spcnt 
cu t t i ng  a path through 300 f t .  of 6 foo t  ;~lackbcrry  vincs a d  sc- t t ing up a diving 
bmc a t  thc  foo t .  of thc  c l i f f  ncar thc  rcsurgcncc. 

Our th rcc  d ivcrs  lo~rcrcd thcnsclvcs i n t o  thc  black, f rccz ing  va tc r .  Thc 
glow of t h c i r  l i g h t s  soon f d c d  out bc.1011 and thc  sound of t l i c i r  ',ubblcs stoppcd 
as  thcy glidcd undcr thc  f i r s t  smp.  !&c si-lcncc thcn tras broltcn only by t hc  r,mp 
of thc  ropc and tclcphonc cablc as  it r,m (7.01m thc  slopc t o  disappear i n t o  thc  
dark va tc r .  I sat with thc  carphonc clmpcrl, t o  L J ~  c a r  S-Lrcin-ing t o  hcar thc  f i r s t  
sound f ron  thc  othcr  cnd. 

'I?lc ropc and cablc stoppcd moving a-: about 360 f t .  md  t o  ny meat r c l i c f  
I could hcnr thc  sound of thc conn: c t i n g  scrcT,r bcing c lmpcd 'dolm on -thc h,md nikc 
a t  t hc  othcr  cnd. ?%cn loud and c l ca r  Tron thc  cicpths c m c  C i l l ' s  voicc T c s t i n g ,  
t c s t ing .  C a n  you hcar nc? Ovcr." Hc had surfacccl i n  a sunp about 360 f t .  i n  md  
I-ras f l o a t i n g  i n  h i s  bouymcy vcs t  i n  about 15 f c c t  of : .aJ~cr.  Hc thcn f ixcd thc  
comwlication cablc,  S I ; ~  out md  thc  stage mm s c t  for  thc  m i n  divc.  

SATrJXDAY TLARCH 16th - B i l l  l cd  thc  1:ay i n t o  thc  swlp and ha(' surfaccd md  -- -. - * --p 

cstablishccl com.1unication i n  6 i~i l lu tcs .  Adrim nas r i g h i  i~chind h in  m d  had sur- 
i'accd in thc  s m p  vh i lc  B i l l  \:as t c ~ t i i l g  thc  c o ~ r ~ u n i c ~ t i o n  c i r c u i t .  

VC w r c  now using a 400 rlctrc surf  l i n c  f o r  a sa fc ty  ropc and h,ad mmkcd it 
v i t h  black tapc a t  5 nc t r c  i n t c rv s l s .  Our "black box" tias working "loud ,and c lcar"  
ancl tras about t o  prove i ts  vor th  as a s d c t y  a id .  

B i l l  reportcd a f t c r  8 ninutcs  t h a t  Bichmd had not  yc t  appcarcd i n  thc  s q .  
On thc  surfacc m - . w r c  d r c d y  axarc t h a t  so~ lc th ing  was miss! '7c had passcd thc  
80 mctrc nark, ~ ih i ch  uas iihc dis tancc  t o  the  s w ~ p ,  but thc  l i n c  h'ad continucd t o  
run out. It thcn stoppcd a t  120 lilctrcs rmd rrc assmlcd t h c t  Richard lmd somchovr 
bcconc tmg lcd  i n  $he ropc. ,This c a s  invcst igatcd by ti?c d ivcrs  ,and found t o  bc 
corrcct  ,and Richnrd f inizl ly surfzccd in thc  swnp, i'cstooncd ~:i- th r o ~ c .  

%is incidcnt  provcd thc  value of c ~ i ~ l u n i c a t i o n  bct--ccn pound a d  diving 
pa r t i c s  i n  s c v c r d  ~rays .  Firs-t thc ground crcw lmc~r t h a t  thc  e x t r a  ropc was not  
bcing uscd by thc  l e d  divcrs  as  thcy h2d rcportcd t h a t  thcy h& surfaccd md  ~ r c r c  
sta-tionary . E i l l  lmcl: f ron  our rcpor t  t h a t  1:tciiard rias on h i s  w,y and i n  troublc.  
Flc a l so  found on chccking back tha-l; both pcund crctr 'and lccd d ivcrs  kncw of t h i s  
t rouble  ~ r i t h i n  --. scconds -- of i t s  beginning. Contrast -i;hat v i t h   hat happcncd l a t c r  
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rihcn comimnication was not possible.  
This s i t ua t i on  :;as sortcd out c~icl Kichard iics bnck on thc  s u r f m e  rcady t o  

a c t  as st,md-by clivcr i ~ i t k i n  t~ cnty ~ i ? i u - t e s  of tl?c h c ~ ~ n i i i n g  of t hc  divc,  But our 
ropc troublc S 1.icrc not ovcr yct .  

B i l l  dccidcd t.o novc f u r t h c r  i n  md  rclzycd h i s  intentions t o  us on tllc 
ou-tsidc. Ilc ~ iou ld  cut  comunications and s i i i m  dccpcr i n t o  thc  cavcm with :Idrim 
backing him up. ITc k i s s  t o  divc bc lo l~  thc  smp, pull.ing t l ;~  ropc and cablc with him 
t o  scarch I o r  aiiothcr s u p  f u r t h c r  on. ?'hcrc hc \;as Lo s c t  up a f l o a t i n g  corxnmica- 
t i o n  s t a t i o n  mci rcpor i  back on thc  radio.  Jf hc had t c  rc tu rn  rrithout surfscing 
thc  si$d 1:as t o  bc onc slmrp pu l l  or1 -&c ropc. , id r im was t o  fo l lov ,  s l i d ing  a 
karabincr along tllc ropc onto 1;hich B i l l  7 .as clippcd. 

A t  22 m i l l s .  U .'I-'. (Divc %nc) bo-th ropc and ccblc st?,r tcS t o  move. A t  233- mins. 
D.T. thc  narkcrs on our end rcai! 103 nc t rcs  a id  tlic rcpc vas noving s t c x l i l y .  A t  
120 nc t rcs  thc  ropc s-i,o:>pcd. Unlmoim t o  us -the d ivcrs  :;crc ill trouble a t  t h i s  point.  

Thc ~ i a t c r   as murky u i t h   hat iiias l a t c r  dcscribcd as  a "rxilky s u b s t a i c ~ ' ~  and 
thc  l i g h t  bc,ms 3 -0~1  thc  divcra undcr;~atcr  torchcs hzd f a i l c d  t o  pcnctratc it a t  a l l .  
.'drian dcscribcd it la;x-r: 

Ilr?hc torchcs did no-thing hut rcLlcct  a ']blinding glow ,md a11 T could sce twrc 
ny otm bubbles. 1 found tha-b 1 h2.d losL a l l  sci;sc of d i rcc t ion  'and. only knc~; up f ron 
down bccausc of thc  r i s i n g  :lir bubblc S. T had thc  ropc i n  ny limds but didnl  t lmon 
t h i ch  :ray along thc ropc  as out mcl 1:hich \:ay vas t o \ rW B i l l  .l' 

B i l l  by t h i s  t i n c  had fc l - t  h i s  m y  along thc  c c i l i n g  of -thc cavc m d  had 
found a s n a l l  a i r  pockct, hc had thcii surfr.,ccc! -to 1:nit I'or Adrim. A c i r i c m  ncanvhilc, 
had dccidcd t o  p u l l  i n  Lhc ropc i n  m c l f o r t  t o  f i nd  B i l l .  

Hc confinucs "L pullcd i n  ya&.s :md yards of thc  s t u f f ,  f i r s t  f ron  onc dircc- 
t i o n  and thc  othc r m d  I i n a l l y  fcl-L B i l l  pull i n g  a t  thc  ropc 'and sl:,ua t o  h in  ,and 
surfaccd. Both a i r  tanks c;pproscliing thc  ha l f  f u l l  nark and rc tu rn  t o  thc  sur- 
f acc bcc,me urgcnt . " 

Outside during a l l  t h i s  v;c hr~d bccn feeding the ropc i n t o  t h c  cavc a s  it was 
bcing pullcd i n  xt about noma l  s ~ n ~ u ~ i n g  pace. Adrim ( m d  ?rho could b l m c  bin) had 
forgot-tcn the  long sharp p u l l  which was thc  s igna l  t o  outsidc t o  t j k c  up s lack and 
hold a t i g h t  ropc. 

Adrim mC: B i l l  iicrc both sur..r..ccd ,and using cavc a i r  so R i l l  uscd h i s  knifc  
t o  s t r i p  insu lz t ion  f ron  tlic ccblc an2 c l i l pcd  on h i s  h'md 11ikc. ?his c o n t x t  c a m  
a t  1 hour 6 ilin. D.'?. 

Thc ropc was a -i;alglcc1 ncss vhich iic sor-tcd out 1:ith thc  hclp of tlic Ydlaclc 
Box". Both d ivcrs  -thcn sircu? back cmc! surfaccd at 1 hour 32 1- ins. D .T. 

* * C 

Tsio th ings  noi; c l c a r l y  lind t o  be cs tabl ishcd.  %c f i r s t  was ropc d i rcc t ion  - 
t h i s  was sirlply solvcd. ;/c 112d alrcady rlnrlccd thc  szf'c-ty l i n c  a t  5 nc t r c  intervals 
t;!th black tapc,  so  VC Tixcd a re? narltcr t o  the  ropc oil t h c  surfacc s idc  of a l l  
thcsc marks . 

??hc ncxt 1;as t o  establish, anc l  p rac t i cc ,  a systcn of ropc signals t o  bc uscd 
i n  c i t hc r  d i rcc t ion .  h i s  iias donc m d  qu i tc  prccisc  r c d i n g s  c m  be f c l t  1,:hilc thc  
ropc i s  f l oa t i ng  e w n  ovcr tlic f u l l  4-00 nc-i;rcs. This 11as t r i c d  'and found s a t i s f ac to ry  
on thc scconcl divc f c r  -that dzy. "!hc flon-king s t a t i o n  iias s c t  up and fixcd i n  placc 
,and thc  divcrs  i;crc out again i n  45 1.1iriutcs. 

SmsiDAY -a.- ' l m  -A-- -.. 17th - - - !'?odz.yl S divc a rmch si lootllcr a f f a i r  I-5th no hi tchcs .  Audio 
con-Lcc'c I;= nadc : . i th thc divers d t c r  7 i5nutcs  c m l  thc  sigmal systcn on thc ropc 
c l ca r  mid ca s i l y  read f ron  80 rlctrcs. 

A 1 1  th rec  divcrs  vcrc i n  t hc  cavc and $11 had dccidcd -to push fu r t hc r  lccv- 
i ng  Adrian and Richard i n  the  a i r  spacc t o  control  thc  ropc  loving pzs t  thcn fron 
tbc  ou-tsidc. Thc 1:atcr was s t i l l  ~d l l cy  but B i l l  had round c l c a r  ; -a tcr  dccpcr dotm 
and ~ r a s  going t o  s ~ t i ! i n  aloxg -that. X-Lcr re laying h i s  intc:  h ions  B i l l  limdcd thc  nilcc 
ovcr t o  Adrim and Jisappcarcd undcr t l c  sunp i n t o  thc  ncxt (~1drno1m) scct ion of thc  
cavc. Con-1;act bctwccn thc  surfncc 2x11 thc  a i r  spncc ;:as Iccp-t up a11 t hc  t i n c  nncl 
1 5 t h  tlic a id  of :,r. Jcpscn' S ixiths m d .  notc boo!:, -tlic supportir-g d ivcrs  1,crc i n f o n c d  
of B i l l t s  d i s t m c c  f'r0i.1 then 'md I r u ;  Lhc surfacc every t c n  r-lctrcs. A l l  ropc novcrxnt 
iias chcclccd bcclr a id  f o r t h  bctvccn the  pa r t i e s .  A lcsson hacl bccn 3ccrnt fro= thc  
prcvious day. 



Thc rope kcpt noving out s t c ad i l y  m d  the  surfacc rcading kcpt inc rcming  
10 a in .  D.T. 85 nc t rcs  - 20 nin.  D..il. 165 nct rcs .  Final ly  a t  35 nin.  WC rcccivcd 
thc  s ing lc  sharp jcrk  which L I C C U ~ ~  t h a t  Rill. 1.23 rcturning.  Thc rcdj.iig on thc  ropc 
FJaS 1,200 f t .  

B i l l  had rcturncd t o  thc  otllcrs by 52 ilin, T). l .  Hc rcportcd t o  the  surfacc 
t h a t  he had bccr, suhming down a cavcrn i ~ h i c h  ::as hcading slightly dovm h i l l ,  but 
TZS wid-c md  opcii, rihm h i s  air gaugc had shorm ha l f  tank. IIc thcn l i d  t o  t u rn  
back of coursc but f c c l s  t h a t  hc  ill havc no t roublc  g c t t i n g  i n  i 'urthcr ncxt tint 
: ~ i t h  twin tanks. 

A l l  d ivc rs  had surfaced m d  rlcrc out of thc  cavc by 58 nin.  Q.''. 
Thc d i s t m c c  t hx t  B i l l  covcrcd on t h i s  divc (1,200 f t , )  i s  gc t t i ng  close t o  

thc  l i u s t r a l im  rccord divc of 1965 (1,685 f t . )  a t  thc sa.1~ s i t c ,  ,and B i l l  f c c l s  
confidciit of going imch hr - thc r  ncxt t i nc .  

r21ic cour=c md  d c t c r ~ ~ i n a i i o n  of thcsc  d ivcrs  i s ,  of coursc, not  i n  doubt. 
J u s t  hou m c h  cour~agc a divc of t h i s  1cngLh rcquircs  i n  thc  cold and darkncss of 
a cavc i s  aoncthing a non-divcr c m  only sycculatc on, but sonc idca  n a y  bc gaincd 
from the follorring. 

F i r sL  thc  dis tance  covcrcd on t h a t  f i n a l  swin. I ' L i ~ t c d  t o  ac tua l ly  scc t h a t  
ropc pullcd out t o  tlic f u l l  1cngi;h of thc  divc  and usci  thc  grounds of St.Zrcndan's 
Collcgc, i n  Dcvonport, Por t h i s  purposc. 

IIhcn thc  f i n a l  1,200 f t .  r~arlr l c f t  -i;lic r c c l  J had a l i n c  r c a c h h g  thc  f u l l  
length of thc  collcgc grounds d i a g ~ n n l l y ,  f ron  corncr t o  corncr. To scc t h a t  t h i n  
l i n c  and t o  p ic tu rc  thc d ivcr  on thc o thcr  cnd so f x  f ron  sunshine, lig!it ,and 
w m t h ,  1~5 th  no a i r  ctbovc hill, :;?,S certainly souc indica- ion. So i s  t h i s  cxccrpt 
f'ron thc  tapc upon vhich rrc rccordcd a l l  co~llmnications ajnd dc-bricf scsaions. 

B i l l  dcscribing p a r t  of thc f i n d  divc: 

"It :ms an i n c r ~ c ~ i b l c  f c c l i n g  s:.in.ing back. I s~:itchcd o f f  zy l i g h t  f o r  ct 
tiliilc t o  scc :;hat it m s  l i k c ,  i - t  m s  dcstroying. I could f c c l  i ~ y s c l f  illoving through 
t h i s  ~lbsolutc  blcckncss md T h c ~ i  tha-t -thcrc i;crc rocks i n  tlic Xiay. I kcpt put-ling 
a f l i p p c r  higb t o  scc v l~c r c  i k  roof ws it r;as a lnos t  a r c l i c f  t o  f c c l  so1.i~- 
t h ing  so l i d  x~oi igs t  a l l  t h a t  black. A% onc t iw I nus$ liavc dislodged soncthing 
and could f c c l  s o ~ c t h i n g  f a l l i n g  pas t  riy l cgs ,  I thought f o r  =, no~lcnt  t h a t  T had 
caved thc  roof i n  m d  hcld rly brcath  t o  l i s t c n  f o r  m o~lilious m l b l c ,  lucki ly  
nonc c m c  .l1 

-X +< -y- 

Thc ncxt divc i s  s c t  f o r  thc  30-31st ilnrch cilzcl I hopc t h a t  i n  t he  ncxt 
ItTargct" I 1,511 bc bblc t o  rcpor t  n brcak -I;hrough ad t hc  discovery of Kubla I T .  

Pcrhaps a ncv Aus-tralim cavc d iv ing  rccord as  w l l ?  

POSTSCRIPT: Unfortunntcly, it  as ilot t o  hc. 'Yhc 1 c d  d ivcr ,  B i l l  Kincar, r;ns - 
t r ag i ca l l y  k i l l e d  i n  :L hunting accLdcnt only a mtixr of days a f t c r  thc  divc. 
Thc ncxt divc licvcr tool; placc md -thc t c m  disbmdcd. !%c Icubla Khan rcsurgcncc 
s t i l l  amits fu r t hc r  cxplornticjn. Fditor .  

FOR SALE: -- 
FGi'_"lrr"J:S : Programr~blc (49 ucrgcd s-Lcps) , - -- ---- 

A l l  usual  f w c t i o n s ,  8 d d r c s s a b l c  rcgis-Lcrs, 
4 l cvc l  s tack,  last-X r c g i s t c r .  

( ~ o r r c c t c d  ) Progrm-ic Hmdbook and Cliargcr , 

J u s t  thc  th ing  f o r  rc6ucing cavc survey dzta! Dcf ini tc ly  n bargain a t  t;115! 

C(;I'T!LC'Y S tua r t  ~Ticholns (28 3054) . 
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by B i l l  Nicholson. 

Your idcas m d  opinions on su i tab lc  c lothing a id  gcar nay d i f f c r  g rca t ly  f ron  
.nine, but I havc t&cn thc  pluxgc, so t o  spcalc, a id  put thcn on paper md  ~511 thcrc- 
forc  nclconc ,my constructive c r i t i c i s n  f m u  rrhich VC ncy a l l  bcncf i t .  

Najn Livht Sodrcc: illkalinc n i n c r l s  l i g h t s  a rc  -the norc robust m d  popular l i g h t  -A--- 
sourcc availablc today, the  cc11 i s  worn on a b c l t  around the  r r a i s t  md. t hc  l i g h t  
head c l i p s  onto a Srackct on the hclnct .  'Ihcn i n  good ccndit ion,  s ix tccn hours of 
l i g i ~ t  can bc givcn on high bcm.  They 60 ncck rcgplar  chwging. Thcy r ~ u s t , ~  hascvcr, 
bc kept a~7ay f ro= contact with ropes md  o thcr  cquipricnt as t hc  c c l l s  contain acid. 

Thc P r c ~ i e r  and 3ut-tcrf l y  acctylcnc cap l a p s  a rc  st!all, sclf-cont,?,incd and 
reasonably priccd (around $13). The la2p mst be r c f i l l c d  1 5 t h  na tc r  w c r y  hour md 
carbidc every tiro hours, although xLitli p rcc t ieo  thcsc t i n e s  c m  bc cxtcndcd by 
5@. I'lith a 10.5 cu. r e f l e c t o r  the  l i g h t  i s  rxrc  than adc.quate f o r  smll passages 
,and ncdiua s izc  chmbers. Thc larips give a b c t t c r  and soi"tcr a l l  round l i g h t  when 
cor~pared ~ 5 t h  t he  harsh conccntratcd b c m  of an a l k a l i  c e l l .  %cnty-Tour liouro of 
sparc carb:l.de can ca s i l y  be taken on m extcndcd trog. Ihc lcmp nust be disnantlcd 
And r c ~ s c i l b l c d  t o  c l r a r  b&ock~qys cad acljust sea l s .  The o m c r  should bc farxiliar 
1;-ith thc l a p  as  t h i s  nay havc t o  bc donc in t o t a l  d a r h c s s .  

Onc d i sadvantqc  i s  t h a t  one can not c l inb  a uc t  p i t ch  x i t h  onc f o r  obvious 
rcasons, imps don't burn uidcr . ,a ter ;  mcl should never bc uscd i n  confincd spaccs 
vrhcrc thcy ; r i l l  consult nore oxygen th'm i t s  omc r ncc 2s. As 1,511 the candlc and 
thc  uatch; thc accLylcnc S l m e  r ! l l l  f l i c k c r  o r  rcfusc -to ignite i n  s heavy carbon 
dioxidc atr!ospl~c r c ;  m c l  uscd c~zbiclc  imst x v c r  be lcl ' t  i n  cavco o r  thrown about 
i n  horse-play. It reac t s  u i t h  -tic !iois-ixrc on cycballs  :il~ich c m  lcad t o  very x r i o u s  
i n  jur ics  . 
Hclrrets: Iiincrs hclrlcts havc bccouc ro re  o r  l c s s  universal  f o r  horizontal  caving, 
thcsc arc  strong,  cheap and cotie i n  an assortucnt of clours.  Them arc  tm ty-pcs 
availablc,  hotrrver, thc  one having a vidc b r in  i s  ~ 1 1 3 ~ i t a b l ~  f o r  narrmr passages, 
which c m  c i t h c r  bc tr imled o r  thc cap typc should be obtained. The helnct  rlust 
ncct  the  ~ l u s t r a l i a n  Safety Code ss t h a t  chcaper subs t i lu tc  you ncy considcr buying 
nay f a l l  t o  piocca a f t e r  a hard h o c k  leaving you rii-'ch hc,d i n j u r i e s  t o  say thc  
l e a s t .  I t  should a l so  havc a chin s t rap .  

Ho~revcr, f o r  v c r t i c d  caving (poiholing) g rca tc r  protect ion i s  nccdcd f ron  
f a l l i n g  rocks and bodies. 

Rock cliribing hard ha t s  such a s  thc popular "Joe Brom" a rc  suj-tablc. Unlikc 
t h c  ~ i n c  and construction 1.-orl; ty-pc helnct  -thcsc hard ha t s  arc  designed not t o  f a l l  
of< your h c d  aXJcer a f a l l  a r  a h i t  by a p ro j ec t i l e ,  providcd ofcoursc , t h a t  they 
a rc  donc up t i gh t .  

Thc only drn~ibaclc i s  when onc i s  c l inbing m d c r  a ~.:alcrfnll ;  you cLm9t  see 
nuch an;YIrq, but you scc cvcn l c s s  i n  $he 2.hscncc of n pc& o r  b r iu  a t  thc  f ron t  of 
t hc  heluet  . 

Thc only o t l ~ c r  th ing  i s  the  cos-t, it i s  cxpcnsivc ( i n  cxccss of 9:20 ) but so 
what, horr nuch i s  YOUR head ~ ;o r th?  ? 

\II.IISTLlB: A pea-less brass ,  n icke l  o r  chro,:iuu-yla-Lcd ~ r h i s t l c  i i i th a s t rong cyc i s  -- 
the  most su i tab le .  If :.Lm ar~uncl the  neck (no+ r ccoLxndcd )  the  lanyard nust  bc able 
t o  brcak under l i t - t l c  prcssurc,  thc tlmught of bcing ~ I X I ~ C S L  by oncs o;,n mhist lc 
i s n ' t  vcry nicc.  Idcal ly  it should be 011 a s t rong lm-ycrd loopcd through a button- 
hole and securely but-Loncd o r  zipped up out of thc  i:W. Itost i r lpor tmt  it :lust havc 
a loud s h r i l l  no-ix. 

Traistlenflhs: A ~ i s i s t l e n g t h  sliould be uorn i n  a l l  ccvcs i n  case of m accident, the  
-v--- 

mis- t lcngth  can be joined together  15 th  otlicrs o r  usecl t o  cake a sp l i n t .  I'iftccn t o  
txrcnty f e c t  of 3,000 l b  b r c a k b !  s t r a i n  s ea tbc l t  vcbbing 1;ound around the  I - a i s t  and 
t i c d  ofT ilrith a tapclmot ( t hc  only h o t  t o  use) .  h karabincr i s  thcn pwscd tlirough 
a l l  t he  loops. ' iaistleng2hs i!adc out of ropc a r c  unco&ortablc. 

Par t  TFlo (c lothing,  bco-ts, g a i t c r s  c h . )  oce ncxt Spicl .  
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r ~ c n t s  f o r  a t r i p  t A par ty  of prospcctivc cavcrs rang t o  n&c arrangc 0 cavc 
H i l l  ncaE Ch>isps- . ~ 1 1  s a i d ' t h c y  had had a b i t  of cxpcri:ncc but  w r c  not ncn- 

bcrs of any club. 
Party arr ivcd 9.30 Saturday, 16th Scptcnbcr. i c d c r :  &X J c f f r i c s ,  Suc 

Prccny, Gcoff Pishcr,  Chris Davics, Dicvla Davics, C m  nouglas and Kin Lovclcss. 
Aftcr  coffcc and acquaintw~ccs it uas clccidcd t o  lic ad. f o r  thc Bonc P i t  rrhich only 
necdcd onc l d d c r  t o  gain ciitry. WC arr ivcd a t  thc  cavc about 10.30 d t c r  2. vcry 
stccp aad breathtaking nall; of aa cx t rn  th rcc  quar tcrs  of a ~ i i l c  ouiiig t o  a l w g c  
t r c c  across thc  road m d  i:ic not ovcrly f i t  oving t o  rcccnt  ' f lu .  I riggcd t hc  20 
f oo t  p i t ch  and yours t r u l y  dcsccndcd i i l th  thc  though-t i n  uind of catching thc  

, f irst  unfortunate t o  f a l l  a s  r;c had forgotten t o  b r ing  ropc t o  bclay and a couplc 
hadn't  had r-iuch l ~ d d c r  cxpcricncc. Hor~cvcr, i t ' s  an casy p i t ch  and rzith nc a t  t hc  
botton holding laddcr out fron facc so a s  t o  a id  casy foo t  h o l d s , a n d  giving norc 
bluddy directions tliaa a t r a f f i c  cop a l l  ar r ivcd s a f c ly  a t  -the botton ,and sccncd 
r a the r  plcoscd a id  rc l icvcd. ( t l ia t  X' had f i n a l l y  shut up).  

tlc pushcd on dom tlic cavc tds ing  grca-L carc not t o  clobbcr onc ,motlicr 
with thc  abund,ant loosc rock  hic ch. p c r s i s t s  on t c i i rst  couplc of vcry stccp 
slopcs. Thcy sccncd vcry cagcr -to cxplorc cvcry l i t - J c  l i r . d t  ,m6 cranny till \;c 
rcachcd t hc  cnd of thc  cavc(ncgo-tiablc viitliou-t i~lorc gcar t o  clcscciid a 90 f t .p i tch) .  
A t  t hc  end of t h i s  survcycd ,arcs T dccidcd t o  havc mothcr  look a t  a s ~ ~ a l l  ho lc '  
WC Idaydcna rlctlbcrs liad dj.scovcrcd on a t r i p  so~ ic  12 uonths prcviously 'and had 
always vorrcd t o  rc-turn t o  7;i5t11 a shovcl. 

Vith iJy cagcr bcavcr crcu ,and a couplc of shcarp stoiics and nmy hmds vrc 
soon ciilargcd tlic s ~ i a l l  nudcly holc arid Chris voluntccrcd t o  have a go. Aftcr  mch  
grunting, swcaring a id  f l ay ing  of f c c t  hc disappcarcc'. i n t o  a rcasonnblc sizcd 
ch=!bcr, could stand up =and ~ i o u n c c d  "I t 's  s t i l l  going." ',!hilt t h i s  \;as t ak ing  
placc I had d r c a d y  clxb~cd. a fci; ti&t spots  of thc  squcczc CJ~C' uns i n  hot pur- 
s u i t .  Chris dc ta i l cd  zlc t o  t hc  fron-i; ,agahi m d  a e y  TJC s c r ; t~~b l cd .  The pass~agc 
narroucd t o  a l a rgc  f a u l t  i n  t hc  rock rcscnbling ail  old s t r c m  pass~agc, a b i t  of, 
noormilk, but l i t t l c  formation. lit onc point  thc rc  sccrcd e f a i r l y  rcccnt  and 
l a rgc  f r s c tu r c  i n  thc  rock facc  but .i;c s t i l l  puslicd on f o r  abou t  a hundrcd f c c t  
a l l  to ld .  A t  t h i s  point  I could scc sonc 40 f t .  ahcad but thc  p i n g  11od bcconc 
f a i r l y  d i f f i c u l t  nccding a b i t  of chimcying i n  a rn-thcr -tight crcvicc bcy~ild 
u;hich I ' d  say t h c  going lookccl c a s i c r ,  x;ortli a t r y  r ~ i t h  a m a l l  ag i l c  cavcr. 
A s  I: didnt t f mcy bcing thc  hcro l-cdgcd i n  -tlic rocks v i t h  a strLmgc crcv: t h a t  T 
d idn ' t  know too  wll wc gavc i.t a n i s s .  

. 

Alrcady highly dclightcd t o  havc pusliccl t h i s  cavc ,another 100 f t .  ~ 5 t h  
norc i n  view nc rc%urncd -i;o thc  surfacc f i l t h y  hut satisfied. Lf t c r  a quick 
snack'and n a t t c r  and by now ~ 6 t h  nuch fiorc f a i t h  i n  r ~ y  par ty ,  I took thcn f o r  
vr1ia-L I thou&t nould bc a quick t r i p  through !!clconc S t rmgc r .  I m s t i l l  a t  bay 
a s  t o  the  f a c t  of uhcthc-r L I ~  lcc-turc 2bou"c c2.v~ md. conscrv,?;tion ir, t h i s  cavc 
s lomd thcn up cand u d c  nc sound lilrc a bloody old g rwp ,  o r  ihc-;;her it IjaS jus t  
thc  na tu ra l  bcauty ,md t h c i r  b i t  of pho-tography, but it took us ovcr thrcc  hours, 
of vhich thcy ciijoycd cvcry r:ii?.u-tc. I t v c  sincc rcccivcd a vcry n icc  thank you notc 
f ron thcu, and i f  I'c? any judgc L th ink thcy L ' T O U ~ ~  hc an a s se t  t o  m y  caving club 
- full1 of s p i r i t ,  young, ac t ivc  and vcry friendly. 

I I,uc 

Hastings - 24,25 Scptcnbcr, 1977. 

Lcadcr: B i l l  I\Ticholson, Iai ~o - l ; ha l - i l ( ' ?~~ ) ,  Stcvc S n i l l i c  (T-Ii ,C)  

J c f  f r i c s  . 

(jur proposcd t r o g  t o  Exit  Cavc iras postponcd duc t o  t hc  s i z c  and condition 
of t hc  party,  vho had indulgcd thcr~sclvcs  aL a rdiiic and chccsc funct ion thc  night  
bcforc i;hich cndcd i n  a 1:ild t i g c r  and nonbat tkroiring scssion (von i t t ing)  t h c  
ncxt norning. Hastings -i;hcrr!al pool c a r  park (phcw) ],-as rcachcd sonctinc Sctur- 
day and following s unaniJ7ous vote, 'elf Eolc :;as choscn a id  dcsccndcd on 
Sunday nok ing .  

Six hours wcrc spcnC undcr,nl~und in ~rhicl: thc 5&c Pluto highway i7as wll 
and t r u l y  dcfincd by 19 nunbcrcd. rcd rc f lcc to r izcd  a l l oy  r~a rkc r s  (phc~i)  and approx. 



70 plus ~ l c t r c s  of ncii passagc .,as cxplorcd, iihich n ~ k c s  thc  '!olf Xolc cou-plcx tlzc 
1 5 t h  longc S G sys t c i ~  i n  k s t  r a l i a  . 

!%c nci: passage, proposcd narx "lT2:LIS PASSLGE" brmchcs off  b c l o l ~  a junction 
of k o  crcclcs i n  crcclc ( "L)  (scc  skctch).  It m s  ;or about 30 odd nc t r c s  u n t i l  it 
concs put uildcr a m t c r f a l l  m d  i n t o  a s n a l l  clianbcr . This scc t ion  of' "Hclls Passagctf 
i s  grcat  in  thc  t r ue  spor t ing scnsc but pa r t i cu l a r l y  nasty i f  you d i s l i k c  bcing 
what cvcry t r uc  vcr - t i cd  cavcr drcarx of ,  bcing thoroughly t:ct and grotty.  Progrcss 
i n  t h i s  scct ion consiotcd of nCahly f l a t  out crawling i n  tlic crcck and through 
two "battcry cancl hc1r:ct of; typef squcczcs. 

Out of the  passage and OOPS, i n t o  s pool of ~ ; a t c r ,  i;c iicrc confronted by a 
5 nct rc  I;atc.rfall pitcl? 1-hich tt:o of us clinbcd, 1x1 m d  nyscl f ,  lcaving Stcvc behind 
so t h a t  r?c coulcl c l i ub  back down sa lc ly .  The c l i nb  rcvcalcd s slaall c l ix~bcr  i n  r;hich 
t hc  crcck brcmchcd i n t o  tlircc, crcclc B bccx.1~ i r~passablc  duc t o  thc  lotr ce i l ing ,  
crcck C, ~rhich i s  f&c norc p r o s k i n g  of t hc  thrcc,cndcd up s f t c r  15 nc t rcs  i n  rznothcr 
s n a l l  chmbcr xiliich involvcd a 3 i l ~ t r c  c l i nb  i n t o  a snn l l  higbcr l cvc l .  This l cvc l  
consisted of loosc bouldcrs ccr~cntcd togcthcr  'y so f t  nud, m d  n u r r o u s  cavc spidcr  
w b s .  A smll p ~ s s a g c  \ -as  m t c d  approx. 5 ~ l c t r c s  ai;ay but t i n c  r i m  running out m6 
thc  spidcrs  x r c  BIG so iic rctrca-Lccl back dotm and pokcd our noscs up crcck D, which 
Itas pushed f o r  10 plus nc t rcs .  

Sack a t  Lcltc Pluto tlic par ty  r ~ a s  f c c l i n g  1:ct and g ro t ty  but thoroughly plcascd 
with thcrisclvcs a id  15 th  t h c i r  findiilgs. lrc iicrc not  s c  plcascd with thc  4 t c a  bags 
found i n  tlic uu t f lo~r ing  cmck a-i; thc botton cnd of Lake Pluto." 'bo is rcsponsiblc ?" 
The i n l r cp id ( ? )  trogloxcncs iladc t h c i r  i r ~ ~ y  slolily back t o  thc  s u r f x c  vhcrc 30 nins. 
l a t c r  they juupcd i i l t ~  t h ~  t h c i ~ ~ s l  pool. 

Tn conclusicm, a wckcnd s icgc  i s  bcing pl:tnnc\d f o r  'lolf Holc ~;licrc a f i s su r c  
near thc  cn t rmcc  iicccls fu r t ' l c r  cxplora-Lion, a t r m i r s c  of Lake Pluto by rubbcr 
dinghy - depth sounding and cxplors-Lion of crccl: C ?-?l1 bc undcrtczkcn cvzd a l so  fur- 
t h c r  explorat ion of l'Hc&ls P a s ~ a @ "  as crcck C nccds ,mother look. The upper l cvc l  

thc  abundmcc of cave spidcrs 
and criclccts . 


