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Forward Prograrmc. '
October 9 - -  Sunday. Plorentind Vallcy. liainly sightsccing and surface cxplor-

ation. ILcadlcr: tony Culbcrg.

October 15,16 - WELGIEND, Purther cxploration in the Wolf Holc, Hastings, Leadcer:
Bill Nicholson.

November 2 - WEDNESDAY,., General iccting at 8 p.i, ot Lautric Foody's place,
13 Masown Strcect, Clarciont, .

Novcober 5,6 - WLTELMD, lxploration in Exit. Cave using clinbing polc in Devil's

s S s

Stovepipe. Camp undcrground, Leadcr: Bill Nicholson,

Nov,5 and/or 6 - Ixit Cavc.Lcadcr: Roy Skinncr,
Midnight Hole, Abscil dovm %o kiystcry Ck.Cave.,Leader: Tony Culberg.

Nov, 25-27 - WEEKEND: Cracroft. Lecave on Fridaynight and camp at Farnhousc Ck,
‘ Exploration of nct: cave found last sunncr by Hobart Walking Club
party. Party liwitcd to six, prcfcrably thosc cxpericnced in the

bugh and Tapiliar with S.R.T. Leader: Albert Gocde,

Decenber 3,4 - UEUKEND, Kuble Khan, Folc Crecck, There is a party limit.
Leader: Bill Toralin,
( Noncs for this photographic trip in to Bill by ncxt necting
Ph., 30 2761, or uritc to the Division of Recrcation, Kirkswvay
Housc, Party linmit 9 at prcsent - possible extension if nupbers
denand it,(B.7))

Dccember 10,11 = ELKEND or part thercof. i.aydceno highlight will be a sheep roast
on Saturday orgonizcd by ninc host Tony Culbcrg. Location - Juncc
Homcstead. Caving optional and accidental.

January 21-29, 1978 - Proc;p;tous Bluff is now definitcly the destination of our
sunnier trip. Access by fishing boat providcd wcather is -suitable,
For thosc prcparcd to walk - conc vhen you can and go vwhen you rust,
Aim of thc cxpcdition is further cxploration and napping, also
scicntific work, A wet suit is desirablce for thosc wanting to scce
Quctzalcootl Conduit, Tntcrstate cavers arc cordially invited to
attcend, Basic food and cquipnent can be landed in advancce,
Leader: Albert Gocdc.

6—00-000—00-0

EDITORTAL. _

Since the last Spicl thcere has been a fair anount of activity with ncw
ground dischvercd in two oave systems. A party led by Bill Nocholson cxplored sonmc
ncw passages in Wolf Hole -in the viecinity of Lake Pluto, Exploration cndcd closc to
the surfacc and there is a poscibility of finding another cntrance to the systen.,
Anyway, theoy arc going back to investigatce,

Max Jeffrics led a party of ncw chums to Bonc Pit and aftcr some digging broke
into a new passage. This has only been cxplorcd for about 30 nctrcs as thce going gots
rather difficult and pushing it rcquircs a morc cxpcricnccd crcw, No doubt we'll
hcar izorc about this prospcct in thc ncxt Spicl,

The last G.li. held at my placce was the best attonded mecting we've had for a
long tinmc and four morc bods wcrc admittcd to membership, ifter a long and lively
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busincss scssion, thosc vwho could afford to come homc latc stayed bchind and -
- admired Phil Robinson's colour siidcs of the Himalgyas. Thanks to Phil for a
very interesting scssion.
Club News, . .
*  New Mcmbers, The folloving vere acccpted at the last gencral mccting:
Strato Anagnostis, 756 Sandy Bay Road, Sandy Bay, 7005, (Junior).
John Walton, 446 Churchill Avc., Sandy Bay, 7005. (Junicr).
Reg(ina) Onyszezuk, 8 Purnsidc Avenuc, Icvw “owm, 7008, (Junior).

(hat's our TIrish lass - funny lonzuage, Geoelice),
Steve Smillic, 11 Oaklcy Ave,, Bridgewatcr, 7401. (Pull iicnber),

YWelcone to the mobt

*  Changes of Addrcss:
Tan Gothard, "Our Cottage", ticholls Rivulct, 7112,
Phil Robinson, 44 Hingcrpost “rock, South Hobart, 7000.

# At the- last G.I7. we wcrce plcascd to secc our foundcr, Dr, Yarren Carcy, back
anongst thc ranks and taking an active part in the debates. Ic made the kind
offcr of donating his pcrsonal ladder to the club cquipment pool. Apart from
forming a uscful addition this laddcr is of comsidcrablce historical signifi-
canice as it is the first ladder to be uscd by T.C,C, ncubers before the club
nade its own.

Dr. Carcy also assurcd us that the last Annual Dinner vas not the first
occasion that cavcrnccrs took to the dencefloor in numbers. Apparcntly, in
the old days, bcforc your cditor joined the ranks, a spcecial Cavernccrs Ball
vas held at wvhich the Governor of the time, Sir Hugh Tinncy was prcscnt. He

;was a peiron of thc club and actually cravlcd through the Binncy Tumncl to
“gec the Binncy Caves - ncwly discovercd by the club - and naned after hin,

*  Bill Tomalin has supplicd us with ancther historiaeal itcw - a previously
unpublished account of a scrics of dives in the ubla Fhan rcsurgenece in
karch 1974 writtcn by Des Robertson. Des is an cxpericncecd caver and climber
and tcachcs at Latrobe ¥igh School vhere he and Bill verce involved in train-
ing studcnts in thce noblc art of spclcology.

0-00-000-00-0
NOTICE OF MNOTION: 4/10/77 - for considcration at Hovcmber Gk,
Proposcr -  Bill TMomalin.

" Thao t the Tasmanian Cavcermecring Club cnd its branch Clubs accept the Report
and rccomnendations of the Cavernccring Advisory Connittec." (Published in
Spelco Spicl No, 121, larch 1977, pp.5-8.)

Notc: The Committce on Outdoor Educational Expericnccs (C.0.0.E.1.) vhich is

the rcceiving body for the Report, is well awarc that the various rcports
on adventurce activitics arc all subjccet to modifications. Mo avoid unnccessary
paperyork, disscnting individuals arc asked to cxpress their vicws either through
their Clubs to: The Sccrctury, C.0.0.B,,, Education Dcpt., or writc dircct to
Bill Tomalin, Division of Rccrcation, Hirkswvoy Housc, Hoba rt, 7000,

0=00=000=~00=0

Re: Cavc Congcrvation Rules (for consideration by Wollongong A.S.F. Conn,Mcct-
. mb, Ja-n-o J78 )
by BRill Tomalin,

‘Proposal No 1. "They will not camp overnight in any cave."

As a rulo I would agrcc with this proposal since it is concermed w1th
conscrvation on both the physical aspcet (littcr, soil-disturbancc) and on thc
biological aspcct (facces, rcspiratory bacteria, sporcs cte.). However, there arc
situations whcre an overnight camp would be acceptable, I suggest the following
amcndnents or additions:-
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"as stated = = cxcopt where the lchgth of o trip cxccceds 12 hours,

"as stated - - cxeceopt where it is unrcasonable to curtail an cxperiment,
a survey or training in S.& R, tcéchniques."

- e e e e o =

Proposal No.Z2. "ihey will not smoke in caves”.

As far as I Inow, therc is no physical or biological cffcet on a cave causcd
by the combustion of vegetable natter on a small scale,(There is cvidence that
discolouration-rings in stalognites ncar the top cntrance of Fubla Khan has been
the rcsult of suoke from bush-firces being drawn in,) If +here is cvidence to the
controry then I agrec with the proposal, If not, - — then T suggest the following
ancndnents:~ "as statced - - cxeccpt by party-conscnt.®

"ag statcd - = cxecpt vhere there is a through-drought not less than
0.5 kph,

Proposal No.4. "“hey will not usc any tools othcer than their barce hands
in any dig."
I disagrcece,. Suggest rceplaccncent with:-
"They will not usc tools poucred by (a) stcan,
(b) clecctricity,
(¢) petrol(s),
(d) Nuclcar rcaction,"

- e wm s we = e
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Cavce Conscrvation Rulcs - Sonc_ Commcnts.

by Brucc licIntosh,

(1) Camping Somc large caves arc suited to canping with no risk to the cave. cnvir-
onncnt if common scnsc rules arce followed. Thesce caves should be agrecd upon bt the
Club or by thc Committcc and camping not permittcd in any others, Rulcs on human
waste disposal irould vary wvith conditions,
Co8e = strongly flowing outilow crcck closc to the c¢ntrance: - do it in the crcck.
(but scc AST Codc of Iithics, Rulc 5 d.ivailable at Nov.G.l, - Ed,)

- vcak outflow cicck: -~ urinc only in the crcck, facces and paper collected
in plastic bag.

- a crcck containing calcite formations, or a cave with no outflow: urinc
collceted in plastic bottles for disposal outside,

Obviously, all othcr waste (including candle vax and spilt soup) would bo taken
out of the cave,

Cavcs suitced to camping should be cloassificd as such in a rcgister of Tasmanian
caves, with restrictions on sitcs to be used and the maxinum number of pcople allowed
to camp at onc tinc,

(2) Smoking Smoking inside caves should be a mattcer of conscicnce and group agree-
ment, Ho person should smoke in any placc vhere any onc nember of a party objects
for rcason of pcrsonal discomfort., It should be noted that partly-burnt hydrocarbons
and notes of soot, rclcascd vhen acctylene is burnt in a carbidce lamp or when wax
candlcs arc burnt, arc probably nuch norc harmful to a cave than cigarcttc smoke,

(4) and (5) Modificotions fThe usc of cxplosives should be prohibited unless oxtra-
ordinary circumstanccs arisc but the prohibition of digging tools is ridiculous,
Obviously, grcat carc should be cxcrcisced in their usc, and any modification should
only bc nade if it is c¢sscntial to further progress - by this I mcan passing a block-
agc beyond which it is highly probablc that furthcr cxploration could be worthwhile,
If there is any risk of damogce to the cave, digging should be approved by the Club or
Comuuittoc before being undcrtaken,

(Sce Spelco Spicl No,127 for the proposcd rules discusscd in the last two articles).
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TWELVE HUNDRED FEET UWIDER AT LOLE _CREEK,
by Dcs Robertson.,

It all started with a long dry spcll and a trip through Australia's
greatest cave - Kubla Zhan, '

During thc caving trip I noticcd that thc River Alph, wvhich runs through
the first part of thc cave, was unusually low and that thc dropping of the water
level had revealed an opening which proved to be acccessible by foot to a distance
of about 3060 ft, This scclion containcd a strctch of decp still watcr vhich conded
in a sump, (a sump is vherc the roof of a cave drops down to touch, or rcach bclow
the surface of the vater.)

A fow days latcr I contacted a fricnd vho is also an cxpert diver, Bill
Kincar, and. togcthcr we planned to dive this sump in the hope of finding a further
cxtension of Fubla Fhan.,

It hod been knowvm for some ycars that the Alph, aftcr disappcaring at this
point, rc-appcars 1% milcs awvay ot the ond of the main hill. This had been proved
by the usc of a water dyc called fluorcsccin vhich had been put in the river at
this point ond was found to rc-appcar in a creck vhich cmcrges from a hele in a
rocky cliff,

A dive from 1n51dc the cave poscd many problcms and so it was finally de-
cided that the dive should be made in the resurgencce,

Bill contacted two othcr divcers, Richard and Adrian, vho vicre willing to
dive with him, i#r, Parsons and Mr, P. Jopson agreed to join nc as ground crcw and
a date was sct for the prcliminory dive - 10th March, 1974, During the veck prior
to the first dive Mr. Wood agrecd to assist us and put his vast knowledge of things
clecetric to work on thc problen of undervatcr communication, He came up with a
"pblack box" which latcr was 4o prove our grcatcst single safety aid.

SUNDAY _LIARCH 10th "D" (for dive) DAY was varn and suiny, The morning was spent
cutlbing a path uhrough 300 ft, of 6 foot hlackberry vincs and sciuting up o diving
bage at the foot of the cliff ncar the resurgencc,

Qur three divers lowcred thomsclves into the black, freezing watcr. The
glow of their lights soon fadced out below and the sound of their hubbles stopped
as they glided under the first sump. The silcenee then was broken only by the rosp
of the ropce and tclcphone cablc as it ran down thce slopc to disappcar into the
dark watcr, I sat with thc carphonc clanpcd o iy car straining to hcar thce first
gound. from thc other ond.

_ The ropc and cable stopped noving at about 360 ft. and to my great rclicf
I could hear the sound of the comnccting scrcw being clamped dowm on the hand nike
at thce other cnd, Then loud and clcar from the depths came Fill's voice "Testing,
tcgting. Can you hcar me? Over," He had surfaccd in a sump about 360 ft, in and
was floating in his bouyancy vcst in about 15 fcet of watcr. He then fixed the
comrmunication cablc, swan out and the stage was sct for the main dive,

SATURDAY MARCH 16th - Bill lcd the way into the sunmp and had surfaccd and
cstablished communication in 6 minutcs. Adrian was right bchind hinm and had sur-
faced in the sump vhilce Bill vas tcsting the communication circuit,
©  We were now using a 400 nctre surf linc for a safety rope and had marked it

with black tapc at 5 metre intervals., Our "black box" was working "loud and clear"
and wvas about to prove its worth as a safcty aid.

Bill reportcd aftcr 8 minutcs that Richard had not yet appcarcd in the sump.
On the surfacc wo-were alrcady awvare that something was amiss! Yc¢ had passcd the
80 mcvre mark, vhich was the distancce to the sunp, but the linc had continued to
run out, It then stopped at 120 mctres and we assuned that Richard had somchow
bceone tengled in the rope. This was investigated by the divers and found to be
corrcct and Richard finally surfaced in the sump, fcstooncd with ropc,

™is incident proved thce valuc of comnunication betiicon ground and diving
partics in scveral ways. First the ground crcv kncw that the cxtra rope was not
being uscd by the lcad divers as theoy had rcportcd that they had surfaced and were
stationary. Bill lkmcw from our rcport that Richard was on his way and in trouble.
We also found on chocklng back thﬁu bonh Ground crow mnc lcad dlvcrs knew of this
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when comnunication was not possible,

This situation was sortcd out ond Richard was buck on the surfoace rcady to
act as stand-by diver within tucnty minutes of the beginning of the dive, But our
ropc troublcs werc not over yct.

, Bill dccided to move furthcer in and rclaycd his intcentions to us on the
outsidc, Hc would cut comimunications and swim decper into the caverm with Adrian
backing hin up. Hc was tc divce bclow the sump, pulling the rope and cable vith hinm
to scarch for anothcr sump furthcr on, There he vvas to scet up a floating communica-
tion station and rcport back on the radio. If he had tc rcturn without surfacing
the signal vas to be onc shorp pull on the rope, Adrian was to follow, sliding a
karabincr along thc ropc onto vhich Bill was clipped,

At 22 mins, D.7. (Divc Timc) both ropc and cable storted to move. At 23% mins.,
D,T. thc markers on our cnd rcad 100 nctres and the rope was noving steadily, At
120 nctres the ropc stonpced. Unknovm to us the divers wcrce in trouble at this point,

v The water was murky with vhat was latcr described as a "milky substonce” and
the light becams from the divers underwater torches had failcd to penctrate it at all,
fdrian described it lavcr:

"7he torches did nothing but rcilcet a blinding glow and 211 T could scc wore
ny own bubblcs. T found that I had lost all scusc of dircetion and only knew up fron
down becausc of the rising air bubblcs, T had thce rope in my hands but didn't know
which way along thc ropce was out and vhich vay was tovard Bill,"

Bill by this timc had fclt his way along the cciling of the cave and had
found a small air pockct, hc had then surfaccd to vait for Adrian. Adrian ncanvhile,
had dceided to pull in the rope in an cffort to find Bill,

Hc convinucs "I pulled in yards and yards of thc stuff, first from onc dirce-
tion and the othcr and finally fclt Bill pulling at thce ropce and swan to hin and
surfaccd. Both air tanks were approaching thce half full nark and rcturm to the sur-
facc becanc urgent.”

‘Outside during all this wc had bcen fecding the rope into the cave as it was
being pulled in at about normal swimming pace. Adrian (and who could blame hin) had

~Torgotten the long sharp pull which was thce signal to outsidc to take up slack and
hold a tight ropc. ‘

Adrian and Bill vwicrc both surfaccd and using cave air so Bill uscd his knifc
to strip insulation fron the cablce and clippcd on his hand wike, This contoct conme
at 1 hour 6 uin, D,7,

the ropc was a tangled ncss which we sorted out with the help of the "Black
Box". Both divcrs thcn swvan back and surfaccd ot 1 hour 32 nins, D,T.

¥* * *

T™wo things now clcarly had to be cstablished. The first was rope dircetion -~
this was sinply solved. Wo had alrcady marked the safcty linc at 5 metre intcervals
with black tapc, so we fixcd a red nmarker to the rope on the surface side of all
these marks., S

The next was to cstablish, and practicc, a systen of rope signals to be uscd
in cither dircction, This-was donc and quitc preccisc rcadings can be felt vwhilce the
ropc is floating cven over the full 400 nctres, This was tried and found satisfactory
on thce sccond dive for that doy. "he floatving station viag sct up and fixed in placc
and the divers were out again in 45 ninutces,

SUNDAY HARCH 17th « Todoy's divce a nuch snoothcer affair vwith no hitches, Audio
contact was nadc with the divers aftcer 7 ainutes and the signal systen on the rope
clcar and casily rcad fron 80 nctres, ‘

All three divers were in the cave and Bill had dceided to push further lcav-
ing Adrian and Richard in thc air spacc to control the ropc moving past then from
thc outsidc, The watcer was still wilky but Bill had found clecar i:ater decper dovm
and vas going to swim along that. .{tcr rclaying his intcntions Bill handcd the nike
over tc Adrian and disappcarcd undcr the sunp into the next (unknowm) scction of the
cave, Contact betucen the surface and the air space wvas kept up all the time and
with the aid of lir. Jcpscn's niaths ond note book, the supporting divers werc inforncd
of Bill's distancc from then and from the surfacc cvery ten netres. All rope uovcwcnt
wvas chccked back and forth between the partics. A lcsson had bccn ¥carnt fron the
prcvious day. '
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The rope kept noving out stcadily and the surfacc rcading kept incrcasing
10 nin. D.T. 85 mctrcs - 20 nin, D,!. 165 metres. Finally at 35 min, wc rcccived
the single sharp jcrk which mcant that Bill ves rciurning, The rcading on thce rope
was 1,200 f£t. v

Bill had rcturncd to the othcrs by 52 nin, D.7. Hc rcportcd to the surface
that he had been swinming dowvm a cavern vhich wvas hcading slightly dovm hill, but
was widce and open, when his air gauge had shown half tank. He then hed to turm
back of coursc but fcocls that he will have no trouble getting in further next tince
with twin tanks.

A1l divers had surfaced and were out of the cave by 58 nin, D,7,

The distance that Bill covercd on this dive (1,200 ft,) is getting closc to
thc Australian rccord dive of 1965 (1,685 ft.) at thc samc site, and Bill fcecls
confident of going much furthcr ncxt timce.

The courage and dctermination of these divers is, of coursc, not in doubt.
Just how nuch couragc a dive of this lcongth rcquircs in the cold and darkncss of
a cave is soncthing a non-diver can only speculate on, but somc idca may be gainced
fron the following.

Tirst thc distancc covcered on that final swin, I wantcd to actually scc that
ropc pulled out to the full length of the dive and uscd the grounds of St.Brendan's
Collcge, in Devonport, ror this purposc,

Then the final 1,200 £%. nmark lcft the rcel T had a line rcaching the full
length of the college grounds diagonally, from corncr to corncr, Mo scc that thin
linc and to picturc thc diver on the other cnd so far from sunshinc, light and
warmth, vith no air abovce hin, vos certoinly sonc indication. So is this cxeccorpt
fron the tapc upon vwhich wc rccordcd all commmunicotions and de-bricf scssions.

Bill describing part of the final dive:

"It was an incrcdible fecling suvimcing back. I switched off 1wy light for a
whilc to scc vhat it was like, it vas destroying. I could fecl nysclf noving through
this absolutc blackness and T knew that there werce rocks in the way. I kept pubtting
a flippcr high to scce vhere thc roof vas and it vas almost a rclicf to feel souc-—
thing solid amongst all that black. it onc tinc T nust have dislodged sonicthing
and could feel soncthing falling past ny lcgs, I thought for a moucent that I had
caved the roof in and hcld ny brecath to listen for an ominous runble, luckily

nonc canc,™"
#% %

The next dive is sct for the 30-31gt larch and T hopc that in the next
"Parget” I will be bble to report a brcak fthrough and the discovery of Kubla IT.

Perhaps a now Australian cave diving rccord as well?
D, Robertson, 24/3/74.

POSTSCRIPT: Unfortunatcly, it vas not to be. he lcad diver, Bill Kincar, was
tragically killed in a hunting accident only a nattcr of days aftcr the dive,
The ncxt dive ncver took place end the tcan disbandcd. “he Kubla Khan rcsurgencce
gtill avaits furthcr cxploration, Editor,

* * * ¥* % * ¥* * *

ATTENTION BUDDING CAVE~3URVEYORS.

POR _SALE:
HEWLEr-PLCKARD  HP-25 CLILCULATOR,

¥EATURLS: Programuable (49 ncrged sicps),
A1l usual functions, 8 addrcssablc regisicrs,
4 1lcvel stack, last=x rcgister.

COMPLETE ¥I™™H TNSTRUCTION HANDBOOK,
(Corrcctéd) Programric Hondbook and Charger,
Just thc thing for rcducing cavce survey datal Definitcly a bargain at $115!
CCHTACT Stuart Nicholas (28 3054).
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PEASONLL  BOUIPHUNT  AND  CLOTHING, (Part Onc)
by Bill Nicholson,

Your idcas and opinions on suitablc clothing and gcar nay differ grecatly fron
.ninc, but I have taken the plunge, so to spcak, and put then on paper and will thore-
- fore welcome any constructive criticisn fron rhlch vc nay all benefit.

Main Light Sourcc: Alkalinc nincr's lights arc the morc robust and popular light

" gourcc availablc today, thc cell is worn on a belt around the waist end the light
hcad clips onto a bracket on the helnet. hen in good cendition, sixtecn hours of
light can be given on high becan. They do nced regular charging. They must, however,
bc kept away fron contact with ropes and other cquipnient as the cclls contaln acid,

The Prenicr and Buttcrfly acctylene cap lanps arc snall, sclf-contained and
rcasonably priccd (around $13). The lanp nust be rcfilled vith water every hour and
carbidc cvery two hours, although with practiee thesce tincs can be cxtendced by
50%. Yith a 10,5 cu. rcflcctor the light is norc than adcquatc for small passages
and ncdium size chanbers. The lanps give a better and softer all round light vhen
conparcd with thc harsh concentratcd bcan of an alkali ccll, Twenty-four hours of
sparc carbidc can casily bc taken on an cxiended trog. The lanp must be dismantled
" and rcasgscnblced to c¢lcar bdockages and adjust scals. The owmer should be faniliar
with the lanp as this nay have to be donc in total darlmcss.

Onc disadvantoge is that onc can not clinb a twict pitch with onc for obvious
rcasons, lanps don't burn undervater; and should never be uscd in confined spaccs
where they will consunce morc oxygen than its ovmcer nccds. As vill the candle and
the natch, the acciylence flamc will flicker or rcfusc to ignitc in a hcavy carbon
dioxidc atnosphcre; and uscd carbidce iust ncever be left in caves or throwm about
in horsc-play. It rcacts with thc neoisturc on cycballs vhich con lead to very scrious
injurics.

Hclricts: lMincrs helncts have become riorc or lcss universal for horizontal caving,
these arc strong, chcap and conc in an assortuent of clours. Therce arc two types
availablc, howcver, the onc having a wide brin is unguitablce for narrow passagces,
which can cithcr be trinned or the cap type should be obtaincd. The helnet nust
ncet the Australian Sefcty Code as that cheaper substitutce you ne oy congider buying
nay fall to pioces aftcr a hard knock lcaving you vith hcad injurics to owy the
lcast., It should also have a chin strap.

Howcver, for vertical caving (potholing) grcater protcction is nccdcd fron
falling rocks and bodics,

Rock clinbing hard hats such as thc popular "Joc Browm! arc suwcablc. Unlikce
the nince and construction work typc helmet thesc hard hats arc dcsigned not to fall
off your hcad aftcr a fall or a hit by a projectilc, providced ofcoursc , that they
arc donc up tight,

. The only dravback is vhen one is clinbing under a vaitcrfall; you can't scc
nuch anyway, but you scc cven lcss in Fhce abscnce of a pcak or brin at thc front of
-the helnet.

The only other thing is thc cost, it is cxpcnsive (1n cxcess of $20 ) but so
what, how nuch is YOUR hcad worth? ?

UHISTLES: A pca-lcss brass, nickcl or chrociun-platcd wvhistle with a strong cyc is
the most suitablc, If vorn arcund the ncck (not rcccivended) the lmnyard must be able
to brcak undcr litilc pressurc, the thought of Leing hanged by oncs own whistle

isn't vcry nice. Idcally it should bc on a strong lanyard loopcd through a button-
holc and sccurcly butioncd or zippcd up out of the vay. lost inportant it nust have

a loud shrill notc.

Waistlcengths: A waistlength should be worn in all caves in casc of an accident, the
vaistlength can be joincd together with others or uscd to make a splint, Piftceen to
twventy feoct of 3,000 1b breaking strain scatbelt webbing wound around the vaist and
ticd off with a tapcknot (the only knot to usc), A karobincr is then passcd through
all the loops. 'Jaistlcengths nadce out of rope arc uncomfortablc,

Part ™wo (clothing, bcots, gaitcrs cte, ) scc ncxt Spiel.




Speleo Spicl.No,128, Page 8, October, 197
TRIP REPORTS. .
Maydcna - 16-9-77.

A party of prospcctive cavers rang to nake arrangencnts for a trip to Cave
Hill ncar Chrisps . All said thcy had had a bit of cxpcricnce but werce not ncn-
bers of any club.

Party arrived 9,30 Saturday, 16th Scptember. Icader: Max Jeffrics, Suc
Frceny, Geoff Fisher, Chris Davics, Diana Davicsg, Can Douglas and ¥im Lovcless,
After coffcce and acquaintances it was dceided to hcad for the Bone Pit which only
necded onc ladder to gain cutry. We arrived at the cave about 10.30 aftecr o very
gtecp and brecathtaking walk of an cxtra thrcc quartcrs of a nilc owing to a largce
trec across the road and nc not overly fit owing to rceent *flu. I rigged the 20
foot pitch and yours truly dcscendcd with the thought in nind of catching thc
first unfortunatc to fall as wc had forgotten to bring ropc to beclay and a couplce
hadn't had nuch leddcr cxpcricnec. Howcver, it's an casy pitch and with nc at the
botton holding lodder out from face so as to aid casy foot holds, and giving rorc
bluddy dircctions than a traffic cop all arrivced safcly at the bottom and scencd
rather plcascd and rclicved.(that T had finally shut up).

Yc pushcd on dovm the cave taking grecat carc not to clobbcr onc another
with thc abundant loosc rock vhich pcrsists on t ¢ first couplc of very stccp
slopcs. They sccued very cager to cxplore cvery 1litilc nook and cranny +ill we
rcachcd the cnd of the cave(ncgotiable without worc gear to dcscend a 90 ft.pitch).
At thc end of this surveycd arca T dceided to have anothcr look at a spall hole’
wo Maydcna nenbers had discovered on a trip soumc 12 uonths prcviously and had
always vowed to rcturn to with a shovcel.

With ny cager beaver crcw and a couplce of sharp stoncs and many hands wce
goon cnlargcd the snall muddy holc and Chris voluntccrced to have a go. Aftcer nuch
grunting, swcaring and flaying of fcct he disappcarcé intc o rcasonablc sized
chanber, could stand up and announcced "It's still going." “hilc this was taking
place I had alrcady clawcd a fcw tight spots of the squecze and was in hot pur-
suit. Chris dctailed nc to the front again and away we scranblcd. The passagce
narrowcd to a largce fault in the rock rcscrbling an old strcan passagce, a bit of
noonntilk, but lit{le formation. At onc point therce scermed a fairly rcecent and
large fracturc in the rock facc but we still pushcd on for about a hundred fect
all told, At this point I could scc somc 40 £+, ahcad but the going had beconce
fairly difficult nccding a bit of chiincying in a rather tight crovice beyond
vhich I'd say the going looked casicr, vorth a try with a small agilc cavce.

As T didn't fancy bcing thc hero wedged in thc rocks with a utr'mgc crcw that T
didn't know too wcll we gave it a niss,

Alrcady highly dclightcd to have pushed this cave another 100 ft. with
norce in vicw we rcturncd to the surfacc filthy but satisficd. Aftcr a quick
gnack’ and nattcr and by now with nuch morc faith in ny party, I took then for
‘what I thought would bc a quick trip through Yclconc Stranger. T an still at bay
as 1o the fact of whcther my lccturc about cave and conscrvation in this cave
slowed them up and nade ne sound like a bloody old grunp, or ivhetvher it was just
the natural bcauty and thcir bit of photography, but it took us over threc hours,
of which thcy cnjoycd cvery nirutc, I've sincc rcecived a very nice thank you notce
fron then, and if I'm any judge I think they would be an assct to any caving club

- fulll of spirit, young, active and very fricndly.

-3

'ax Jeffrics,

Hastings - 24,25 Scptember, 1977.
Lecader: Bill Wicholson, Ian Gothard(CC), Steve Smillic(MiC).

Our proposcd trog to Ixit Cavce was postponcd duc to the sizc and condition
of the party, who had indulgcd themsclves at a winc and cheesc function the night
before vhich conded in a wild tiger and wonbat throwing scssion (vomitting) the
ncxt morning, Hastings thernal pool car park (phew) vas rcached somctime Satur-
day and following o unanii:ous vote, “Jolf Holc was choscen and descecendced on
Sunday noining,

Six hours wecrce spent underground in which: thce Lake Pluto highway was well
and truly dcfincd by 19 nunbered red reflectorized alloy narkers (phew) and approx,

< . .
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70 plus nctres of ncvw passage was cxplorcd, vhich makcs the “Jolf Holc complex the
15th longcse syston in justralia,

e ncew passage, proposcd nanc THLLLS PASSAGE" branchcs off beclow a junction
of two erccks in crcck (4) (scc skcteh), It runs for about 30 odd nctrcs until it
concs put under a vatcrfall and into a snall chambcr. This scction of "Hclls Passage"
is grcat in thc truc sporting scnsc but particularly nasty if you dislike being
what cvery truc vertical caver drcams of, becing thoroughly wet and grotty. Progress
in this scction consistcd of painly flat ocut cravling in thc crcck and through
two 'battcry and helnmet off typc!' squeczces,

Out of thc passagc and 0OPS, into a pool of watcr, ¢ vierc confronted by a
5 nctre waterfall pitch tvhich two of us climbed, Ian and nysclf, lcaving Stove bchind
so that wc could climb back dovm satfcly. Thc clinb rcvecaled a small chanber in which
the crcck branched into threce, crcck B bcecanc impassable duc to the low cciling,
creck €, vhich is the morce promising of the threc,cnded up after 15 netres in another
small chanber vhich involved o 3 netre clinb into a small higher lcvel. Thig lcvel
consisted of loosc bouldcrs ccucnted together by soft mud, and nuncrous cave spider
webs. A snall passage vas notcd approx, 5 nctres away but tine was running out and
the gpiders were BIG so we rectrcatcd back dovm and pokcd our noscs up creck D, which
was pushcd for 10 plus uetres,

Back at Lakc Pluto the party was focling wet and grotty but thoroughly plcascd
with thensclves and with their {indings,. Ve wicre not gc plcascd with the 4 tca bags
found in the outflowing creck at the botton cnd of Lakc Pluto.""ho is rcsponsible 2"
The intrcepid(?) trogloxcnce madc their way slowly back to the surfacc vhere 30 nins,
later they juaped into the thermal pocl,

In conclusicn, a weckend sicge is being planned for Wolf Hole vhere a fissure
ncar the ontrance nccds furticr cxploration, a troversce of Lake Pluto by rubber
dinghy - dcpth sounding and cxploration of creck E vwill bce undcrtaken and also fur-
ther cxploration of "Hetls Passage™ as crcck € nccds another look, The upper lcvel
of this crcck nust be closc to the surfacc to cxplain thc abundaoncc of cave spiders

i el
and eriekets. — Bill Nicholson.
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