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Forward Programuc.

Kovenber 5;6 -  Wcckend, Exploration in Iixit Cave using climbing polc in
' Dcvils Stevepipe. Camp underground, Leader: Bill Nicholson.

Novcnber 6 - Sunday: Exit Cavc., Lecadcrs Tony Culberg,

Novenber 12 -  SAURDAY: Day trip to Juncc Florcntinc. Activitics depending
on vwcathcr., Leader: Lauric ioody.

November 25-27 -~ YWHNIKEND: Cracroft. Leave on Priday night end canp at Tam-
hougsc Crecck. ¥xploration of ncvw cave found last surmer by
Tobart “7alling Club. Party linitea to six. Bush and caving
cxpcricence preicrred, Leader: Albert Goede,

Dcecmber 3,4 -~ WHEKEND: Yuble Thaon, Wolc Crcck. Wames to Bill Toualin as
soon as possiblc, = Ph., 30 2761 or drop a notc c¢/o Division
of Rccrcation, irksway Housc, Party linit 9 at prcsent -
posgible extension if numbers dewand it. Leaders Bill Tomalin,

Dcecinber 4 - SUIDAY: Tixit Cave, Icadcr: Tony Culberg.

Dceember 7 - 01 33DAY: Exit Cave. Leadcr: '"ony Culberg.

Dcecertber 7 - YDHESDAY: 8 pl.a. General lccting at necting room of ‘heat-
shcaf Hotel, 314 Macquaric Strcct. Discussion of AL.3.F,
Agenda,

"WEEND or part there of, kiaydcna, Highlight will bc sheep
roast on Saturday organiscd by ninc host Tony Culberg,
Location: Juncc Honcstced. Coving cptional and accidental,
Christnes Pcriod. I'xploration at Mount Annc. Icadcr: Bill
¥icholson,

Decentber 10,11

Deocenber 24-26

January 21-29 - 1978 Prccipitous Bluff Expcedition is definitcly on. Lceess
by fishing hoat to Prion Beach if :-cathcr is suitsble., For
those prcparcd to walk in and out - conc vhen you can and go
when you nmust, Adns of the cxpedition arc furthcr cxplora~
tion end nepping, also scicntific vork, A wet suit is desir-
ablc for +thosc ivanting to scc Quetzalcoatl Conduit, Tnter—
statc cavers arc cordially invitced tc attend, Rasic food and
cquipnient can be landed in advance, Let us know as soon as
possible if you intend to conic. Leaders: Albert Goede and
Brucc kclIntosh.
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EDITOAL,

“hree trip rcports heve been reecived sincce the last Spicl, Bill
Ficholson lcd a small party to Gor@cnghast in the Mlorentinc Vallcy. "he cave
providcd soue good sport and the party spcnt five hours wndcrground, "John. Parker
has provided two reports on his continuing surfacc cxploration of the Junce
arca, He keeps on finding new holes. His lagt find in the Chrisps Road arca
sounds the most cxciting - large creck floving into the basc of o 20 metre
high cliff., Entrance to thc system is by mcans of a long rift in thc cliff
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lcading into a decp cavern with the sircan Tloving through it. As John vas
on his owm thc ncw find has not yc+t been cxplored. 'ogcther with the two
finds annowiccd in the last Spicl this sccus to provide plenty of scope for
the cxploration of ancw ground., ‘¢ arc looking furward to furthcer ncws of all
thesc discoverics,

Cavc Conscrvation Rulcs proposcd by J.S.M.

The proposcd rulcs which verce printcd in the Scptember Spicl (No,127)
werc furthcr discusscd at the Fovenber G.ii. ond club policy was dccidced on,
The ¢lub deeided to support the intreduction of rulcs 3, 5, 6, 7 and 8,
Strong opposition was voiced to rulcs 1, 2 and 4 as they stand.

Rulc 1 -~ 'They will not camp overnight in any cave.!
This was opposcd but ncubers felt that the following proposal
would be aceccptablcs "Camping wndcrground for purcly rccrcational
purposcs should be discouraged.”

Rulc 2 - 'They vwill not swpoke in coves.!
"his was also rcjccted by club members, Mcnbers would be preparcd
to accept: "Sumoking in coves should be actively discouraged.®

Rulc 4 <~ 'They will not usc any tools othcr than thcir barc hands in any dig.!
This was gtrongly opposcd by the mcitbership. n altcrnative pro-
posal that would bec acccptable to ncobers would be "Mo power tools
should be uscd in any dig,”

Maydcna Group Comncnts.

The Maydcna Branch counciits on the cave conscrvation rules werc pro-
vidced by Jobn Parker and arc reprinted herc:

"Ais to the proposcd caving rulcs - in thce noin the ligydena Branch
find most quitc ccceptable but we find the prospeet of digging with barc
hands not very inviting. 'thosc that wish to shorten their arms plcasc go
ahicad and dig with barc hands, naybc thcy can get hold of chcap clothing
with abnormally short slecves. Digging of coursc should be donc with carc
so as not to disturb thce cavce to any cxtent and digming should have somc
definite purposc, be it good prospects tc cxtend the cave or for studics
~of cave deposits cte. for scicntific purposcs.™

Yours faithfully,
John Parkcr,

HYPOHIRETA s PADT CNE

OCCURTENCE,

The first point vhich must be cenphasized is that although hypothermia,
and thc rcsulting dcath from cxposure, is far morc likcly in snov or at
below=zcro tenperaturcs, it nay also occur under other circumstances. Wet
and windy conditions can chill a pcrson with surprising rapidity. Not only
will wind have a much grcascr cooling cffceet than still air, but wet cloth-
ing will conduct hcat away fror: thc body nuch wore rapidly than dry cloth--
ing.

The onsct of hypothcrnia is insidious and cannot bec rccogniscd by the
victim., Tt may bc asvociatced with cxhaustion or fatiguc the signs of which
will gencrally includc sitwabling, thce neccd for frcquent rest stops, and a
carcless attitudc with dcercasing attontion span. '"hus, fatiguc is particu-
larly dangcrous in conditions whcre hypcthicrnia nay also cecur, The onsct
of hypothernia itsclf is narked by shivering, droirsincss, confusion and
weakness, However, we nust also cmphasize that hypothcrnia nay cqually well
arisc without thc previous onsct of fatiguc. Lloyd (1964) dcscribes tvo
cascs in which rapid onsct of hypothermia and subscquent dcath occurrcd with-
out any significant cvidencce of fatiguc. In both cascs, the victims had been
forced to renain rclatively stvationary for sonc tine under conditions of
cxtreme cold. The vietims dicd within 1% hours and 1 hour rcspectively of
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the firs+t visiblce signs.

Dcath from cxposurc is normally asgsocidted vith wet-cold-windy conditions
but as has been shovm by Dr.Marlin B, Krcider, an fnecrican rcscarch physiologist,
wind is not an csscntial factor. He has rcported the cascg of threc cave cxplor-
crs who dicd in caves in Ingland and the U.3.4. JTn all cascs the clothing had
been wet, and was described as inadequate, lightweight and of non-woollen material.
A1l threc deaths occurrcd within 13 hours after thc first signs of hypothermia
were detected,

Next Spicl - Part ‘Mwo.

* Taken from "Survival in thc Cold", by Elcry Hanilton-Snith and Rogcr Trow-
bridc, publishced by thc National Fitncss Council of Victoria, May 1973.

Bill Micholson.

R B
Juncc Tlorcntine - Recport by John Parker,

Saturday, 8th Octobcr,1977 -~ Investigoted small pot ncar JI' 123, in the vicin-
ity of thc “Chairmen"(JF 99). A 30 foot vertical pitch into a small chambor -
no furthcr prospccts cxcept for narrow squccze at thc cnd of chanber - o feow
nouldy formations. h

On way back locked at a dolinc adjacent to JT 121, mentioned in Spclco
Spicl Wo.127. In sidc of thc dolinc a narrow liole lcads off - rocks dropped
into thc holc fell for over 6 scconds before sound ccascd, A considerable
draught prcscnt - though the entrance is narrow it should be possiblce to get
into thc cave,

Sunday, 9th - Walked up a dry valley in the Chrisps But arca on thc side of
therrcts — nuwaber of small holcs located, but not cxplorcd - cventually came
onto the linc of holes that lcads of{ from the landslip - certainly some impres-
sive caves here. Nunbered the last hole in the linc - No,118. - will rctum
later and nunber the rest.

- Latcr in thc aftcrnoon with Max and Stove - drove out to road elcven
to look at caves nentionced by Johnny Filler, The first cave turacd out to be
¥o0.57 - thc othcr cave was a snall outflow cave - ncar the Wlorcntince River
- but access vas not possiblce. Though this trip did not achicve any rcal results
the arca on the west of the lorcentine River that is being opencd up by the
cxtoension of road clcven looks very promising with limestonc cxtending back
from the river for a considerablce distancce and along the river with a fow breaks
up to thc Pagoda. On thc way back we numbered a cave Max found just above road
cleven - No. 119 = cave helf mile on from road %lcven Bridge, on the left -
100 yards of passagc, well decorated.

Florentine Vallcy - Saturday, 22nd Qctober, 1977.
(L). Bill Ficholson, plus Stcve Snpillic and Jon Walton,

Darly Saturday morning saw ncnbers of the vertical branch of 71.C.C.
converging at liax's place in Ifaydcena, The result was JF 35 -~ Gornenghast
was trogged and ncarly bottomed, This is a sporting cave in cvery scnsc. The
talus is rcally soncthing to cxpericnce as well as the short waterfall ladder

itch.

P Threce wet troggers rcached daylight after 5 hours of very cnjoyable hard
caving. The PC Transport Scrvicc was rcached aftcr 835 paces along the nain
track and 15 cups of coffcc werce consumed by the party on the drive homc. For
thosc ncubers intercsted in silly things, the vieckend aftcer, the coffec rccord
was broken vhon Steve, Tan and Bill drunk 42 cups of coffcc and tca beotuecn them
on onc day. Neecdless to say their stomachs fclt like hot water bottles,

Mo givce the novice sonce idca vhat Gornenghast is like, I finish this
silly rcport with this:

JF 35 ig a typical Nicholas hole - dccp, wet and very sporting.

Bill Nicholson,
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Junec Florchtinc - Sunday, 30th October, 1977.

A typical nasty day - followed ridge up above J¥ 114, JF 115 in the
Chrisps Hut arca, Hcavy horizontal scrub along the ridge - twvo decp slot
caves located high on the ridge. i'ron there walked  S,E. towards Chrisps
Crcck - in a stccp vallcy. Pollowed a small crcck dovm until it disappcarcd
by going undcr a lincstone facc - not possiblc to cnter. In the next valley
camc to a large creck, complcicly covered in herizontal - battled dowm the
creck for half a mile till the creock suddenly turncd. at right angles to
flow undcr a lincstonc c¢liff at lcast 30 ft. high - very inpressive! Could
not cnter vhere the creck flowed in, but a long rift in the cliff itsclf
appcars to lcad into a deep cavern that the creck Tlows through, Having no
equipncnt I could not cxplorc the cave, will rcturm when the weather is
better and look this cave over.

The whole of the arca on the Maydcena sidc of Yherrcts Lookout looks
very pronising but the scrub in the arca certainly makes the place diffi-
cult to cxplorc,

John Parker,

Tlorentine Valley - 22/10/77.

Party: liax Jcffrics, Lauric loody (°CCKB), '"im Douglas, !im Lowcless, Chris
Davics, Geoff Jishcr, Suc Fcency (prospcctives).

The objcet of this trip was to show sonc prospccitives Cashion Creck
‘Cave (JT 6) and IPrankconbe Cave (JT 7), both in the Wlorentine Valley.
After the usual cuppa at Max's, we lcft around 10 a.n., and procccded to
JT 6 which was duly cxplorcd by thc party with particular attcntion being
paid to thc cavce fauna, ‘¢ then travelled out to the "Pagoda" at the far
ead of the Valley intending to have lunch at this spot. llowever, we arrived
to find that thc placc was in thc proccess of being occupiced by ncmbers of
the Al hicrarchy.

Yo then adjourncd to inspcet the A3 "Badrill" which was opcrating
in the ncarby vicinity. Ifor thce uninitiatced, a "Madrill" is thc pachince
vhich drags logs through thce scrub to the ncoarcst road so that they can be
loadcd onto thce trucks, This particuler nachince is nevntcd on a Shernan
tank chassis and is ratvhcr an aiscsome sight to bchold.

Iventually, we rcached the parking spot ncar Frankcombes Cave on the
Florcutine "Highway" and aftcr a bricf picce of "ecrub-bashing”, kax located
the cntrance, On cntering the cave I found that the watcr level was o bit
higher than on ny last visit in 1974 and conscquently all of us got slight-
ly wvct! T busicd nysclf taking a fciww photos vhilc the others, lcd by Max
ventured sonc distonce down the low strcam passage. After spending about
90 minuics in the cave, wve finally cuacrged returning to the vchicles for a
welcome change of clothes. All in all, our visitors sccmed very iwpresscd
with what they had scen and T should think that thcy will partake in fur-
ther caving trips. .
Lauric Foody.

*x  Best vishes for a specdy rccovery go to Mike karch vho is at prosont
confincd to a hospital bed following an opcrdtion. Mike is well knowm fo
sonc cavers for attempting to push the'inmpossiblce! squecze in Victory '75
in his undcrwcar, to find out uhcthérvthis particularly pronising cave

did 'go'. Although he won't bc caving for a vhile we hopc to séb hin at

sonic of the cave ncctings.




