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FORVVARD PROGRAMME .

December 10 -~  SATURDAY: Visit to Growling Swallet, Florentine Valley,
Leader: Stuart Nicholas,

December 17,18 -~ SATURDAY or WEEKILND: Sheep roast organized on Saturday by mine
host Tony Culberg assisted by Haetthew Lewis. Location: Junce
Homestead. Caving optional and accidental,

January 7,8 -~ VWEEKEND: A major cxpedition to further explore The Chairman
(JF 99), Junec Ridge. liany hands required to assist with
portering of equipment. Leader: Stuart Nicholas,

January 21-29 ~ 1978 Precipitous Bluff Expedition. Access by fishing boat
. : probably lcaving from Southport to Prion Beach. Departure

day and time subject to suitable weather. For those preparcd
to walk in and out - comc when you can and go vhen you nust.
Aims arc cxploration, sightsceing, mapping and scientific
work. A vcet suit is required for thosc wahting to visit
Quetzalcoatl Conduit. Interstate cavers are cordially invited
to attend. Planning mecting on Vedncsday, 14th Dee., at
7 Rupcrt Ave., MNew Towm. Leaders: Albert Goede and Bruce
licIntosh.

Pebruary 1 - VEDNESDAY: 8 p.m. General liceting at leeting Room of the
Wheatsheaf Hotel, 314 liacquarice Strect.
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.EDTTORIAL,

The last month has scen trips to Exit Cave at Ida Bay, Kubla Khan at
}ole Creck and a new cave in the Cracroft Arca. Meanwvhile John Parker romains
busy in the Junce-Florentine finding more promising holes for us to explore.

At Exit Cave Bill Nicholson and party had a little trouble finding the
Dribble System and as a result the climbing pole has not yet been used to in-
vegtigate Devils Stovepipe. A Maydena Branch Party visited the cave on t..2 same
weekend and were suitably impressed with its size.

A forced march was made to Craeroft by Bill and Albert together with
guide Greg Hihaich of the Hobart Walking Club., The new cave was found and par-
tially explored. A strong cold draught scemed very promising but so far the
cave is foirly small, Lacking time and a ladder a lower level containing some
water was left unexplored. v

4 party of cight made a worthwhile visit to Kubla Ehan but no trip report
has been received so far. Henk licerding felt that a lot of damage had been done
to formations in recent years by the use of carbide lamps and suggested that
their use should be banmned on future visits to this cave.

An increasc in caving activity can be cxpected now that the younger sct
have finished their examinations. Summer plans include visits to Growling Swal-
let, The Chairman and Precipitous Bluff,

The last General liceting at the Vheatsheaf Hotel was well attended and
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meny members apprecicbed the proximity of the bar.

PLEASE REMELBER - There will be HO general meeting in January and NO

Speleo Spiel. Albert Goede,
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Club News. : 3

*  Matthew Lewis vas scen hobhling around on crutches recently after his
motor bike collided on a blind corner with a car containing a large Greek
family. He learnt a lot of Greek in a very short time but had a lucky cs-
cape from scrious injury. Shows that caves arce much safer than motor bikes.

*  John Parker is still very intercsted in getting somce support from our
Hobart members in oxploring a number of his promising ncw finds - especially
in the Wherret$s Lookout arca. Two prospects arc very decp vertical holes
while there is also a new inflow cave with sizcable strcam to be looked at,
Anybody intcrested can contact him by phone on 88 2222.

* A phone call has heen received from Phil Prust, a member of a cave dive-
ing group in Adelaide, who have extensive cxpericence diving in the Tullarbor
Caves, He is keen to bring a tecam of cave divers to Tasmania in February to
dive in Kubla Khan exit at liole €@rcck and would like further information.
Can anyonc assist ? ?

RN,
NEWS FROM MAYDENA BRANCH. -

Contrary to reports, the kaydena Branch of the T.C.C. is still in
existence, following its battering in Exit Cave. Max, I hope, will be writ-
ing a full report of the visit that took place from the 4th {to the 7th Nov.
1977. For mysclf it was an incredible cxpericnee that put a new dimension
on caving - somcething ¥ shall ncver forget.

On the following Sunday, 13th Nov., I drove to thc Vherretts Lookout
arca of the Juncc Florentine region. Walked up from the road - to fairly
ncar the top of the Lookout - where a high limestone cliff is located. This
was followed along towards the Florentine Valley. Cliff faded out to be
replaced by a lince of five small swallets and a number of dry holes, onc
with a considcrable draught.

The arca described above is the arca on: therretts Lookout above the
Gap where the road passes between Tim Shea and the Lookout.

Will be returning next weckend - weather permitting - with gear, to
investigate the finds. '

. John Parker,
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CAVE NUNBERING,

John Parker has becen active again in the Juncc Florentine arca and
has provided the folloving information.

o

JF 120 = 1Inflow cave ncar i'lorentine River close to and below Eleven Road
on western side of river. Uncxplorcd, requires a wet suit for
cxploration.

JB 121 - 129: Descriptions previously, published. Sce Speleo Spiel No.127,
page 3.
JF 130 -~ Cave with cntrance cxppsed in Devhurst Quarry, Junce arca. The

cave has been cxplored to a depth of 9 metres and contains good
formations., A further 7 metre pitch remains uncxplored.

MJF 131 - Inflow cave located high up on Wherretts Lookout south of summit.
Explored to depth of 20 metres vhere it suups. :

JIP 132 -~ Located closc to JF 131 but out of the sfrcam vallet associated
with JF 131 and approx. 80 metres VKU from that cave. A very
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decep uncxplored holc with rocks falling for many soconds

JF 133 - Another very decp unexplored cave located approx. another 80 metres
Wiy from JE 132,

Not Numbercd - No suitablc place for number found, Cave above Eleven Road on
western side of Florentine River. Explored to depth of 18 metres,
Very nmuddy, narrow anG dagcrous cntrancce,

JF 134

Located 200 metres south of un-numbered cave above, Very closc to
and above Eleven Road. Sloping entrance pitch lcads down 13 metres
to a strcam passage.. Pagsage very narrow and wet with numerous
cave crickets,

JP 135 = Cove located on Wherretts Lookout 60 metres S<E of JF 131 in an
isolated patch of horizontal scrub. Cave remains uncxplored but
compriscs two closcly adjacent entrances with a small amount of
sccpage water running into one of them,

JF 136 ~ Located 200 metres LYW from JF 133, Cove has sloping entrance with
2 metre cntrance pitch. Then a walkable grade passage for approx.
200 metres. This closcs dowm to a squeeze vhich was not pushed.
A low passage lcads off on the right just after the entrance pitch
~ not yet explored.

JF 137 - Located in the arca of the Chairman (JF 99) approx 10 mctres WSW of
JT 121, Unexplored cave with cntrance a small hole in wall of doline,
Cave appcars to be very deep and o draught is present,

JF 138 - Smaii cave in low ridge 60 metres NV of The Chairman, Fully cxplored
to o depth of 15 metres., Very mucky with some dirty formations.

JF 139 =~ Cave located in ond of ridge extending SV from Rift Cave (JF 34).
fully éxplored to depth of 15 metres. Small slit entrance gives
access to large chamber, Suggested name "Onake Pit", as o tiger
snake was found lodvod on a2 ledge in the cave vhen 1t was first
cxplored.,

There is still a gap in our club records. Caves JF 114 and JF 115 arc mentioned
in Spelco Spicl No,123, p.4 but no descriptions or locations are given. I have
no record.at all of caves JF 116 up to and including JF 119. Have thosc numbers
been used? If so, where are the cave locations and descriptions.? Can scmeone
provide me with the information to kecp out rccords straight ?

Albert Gocede,
Keeper of Archives.
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TENSILE TESTING OF IIGURE-OF-EIGHT  DESCENDERS.

By Stuart Nicholas.

Ls scveral people in the Club undoubtedly know, I have always been sus-
picious of 'figurc-—of-cight' dcscenders.

In order to prove or disprove my suspicions, & tensile test was obviously
required., The only snag was the need for a sample to tcst and not being very
wealthy at the moment, I was not prepared to buy one for destruction testing.
This s1tuat10n was remedicd after e training session at H..C. recently when a
CM I' brand descender was donated by Bill Nicholson after 1t had been bashed
heavily agalnst the wall,

Being made of en aluninium alloy it was cxpected that tha device would
be quite brittle; i.se. it would break like a picce of chalk. It is this fact
wvhich has always made me suspicious of thesc devices.

Figuring that all that would be required was a 31mplo tonsile test, a
rather crude holding jig was constructed as shown in Fig.t.

Although not a totally rcalistic sct-up it was considered to be suffic-
iently rcalistic to give rcliable rcsults. As might be expected the +" stecl
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rod fracturcd at the s¢elds owing to cembrittlement due o the weld heat,
Some deformation of the small cye had occurred - the P.7,F.E, coating had
begun to floke off at the top of the cyc and at the neck. o other deform-
ation was rioticed, The tenigile force when the jig broke whs 27 kI,

A eouple of wecks later ancthor jig was constructed as showm in

Fig.?.
The tost ran smoothly(rclatively) this time after some miner troubles
with thc testing machine, ‘ ‘
Above about 30 kN severe deformation of the smnll oye decurred ale
though the stross-strain curve was still fairly lincar - sce Fig, 3.
Fracture occurred under & force of 45 kN at the top of the cye.
More surpriscs = the fracture was a classic shear and nccking-in was not-
iscable at the sides of the small eye - sce Fig.4, Obviously the material
used in the comstruction was of a very uniform nature and quite ductile in
nature, Ultimate fracture was by shear rather than nommal stress limiting
which secms to indicate that the figurc-of-cight descender is quite safe
as far as breakage ig concerned,

Note: (1) 10 KN approximately cquals 1000 kg or 1 tennc,

(2) Donations of othcr hardware will be gratéfully received
for appropriatc testing.

(3) Thanks arc duc to Frank Andrewartha and Brian Howell of
the Civil Engincering Dept. at the 7.C,A.E,, Mt. Nelson
for thelr adviee, assigtanoc and much critiecism,
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CAVERS AND WHIS'LIS,
(Prompted by an article on Equipment by Dill Nicholson.)

Contrary to popular belief, not all cavers arc Neanderthal throwbacks
with hairy knuckles and 45° sloped forchecads to facilitate smooth entry to
grotty little holcs. Some arc highly developed Homo Sapiens and Ercctuses
with scicentific knowledge pouring out of cvery orifice, whilst others are Arts
oricnted - ~ vociferous and generally incomprchensible. Take me for instance -
I am a traincd tecacher of French and Kusic vith a distincet aptitude for saying
the simplest things in the most convoluted monmner,....Not that this blurb has
anything to do with the subjecet matter of this article,('Whistles' in casc you
had forgotten) but it does make up the page a bit.

* Now .... Whistles:- Somc years ago vhilst oozing my sinuous sclf under
some antisocial joint-blocks in Kubla, I had occasion to usc my whistle,
I was found and extracted very rapidly but my rescucrs advisced me that they
had followed my swearing (in Urench)  rather than my wvhistle  (in English),
I was using an fAcme Thunderer lk.4 with 270 deecibals at full puff! imused at
their senseless prattling, I put my 1974 brain to work with the following
results:- (1) I got a hcadachc.
(2) I discovered that at full grumble, my voice resonates
at 64 cyclcs per scconds,

(3) in fAcme Thunderer lik.4 resonates in cxcess of 586 cycles
(kiddle c).

This lcad to some startling conclusions:-

(1) 4 grumble or rumblc, although not dircctional, docs pene-
trate a confuscd arca of rock more cfficiently than a
squcak, whistlce or burp.

(2) Tronch swcaring is more effective then English vhistling.

——— which lcads ne to suggest the following additions to Bill Nicholson's
cxtronely succint(short) article tiro months ago:-

(1) Idcally, your whistlc should have a low rcsonance-factor
(prefcrably around the 64 cycle).

(2) The longer the barrel of the vhistle, the better for
distance penetration.

(3) 4 discarded 303 shell works well although puff runs out.
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(4) A short length of 3/4" hosc-pipe is better vwhen
played "sotto voce®,

(5) Police-whistlcs arc probably the best compromisc
to date although policemen arc reluctant to part
with then. '

== thich prompts me to ask that ony Physiecs-oriented caver should bend
his or her attention to producing a vhisgtle with the specifications as
follows:- 1, 60-120 cycles at 200-300 dccibel output

2. Sclf-blovm and unloscable.

3, Proferably home-constructed with provision for indestruct-
ible nanc—-tag in casc onc of thosc cavers first-mentioned
in Paragraph 1. happens to be using it.

( I1 y o unc lutte cternelle
Entre les chpses sericux et

La perpetuite du crottinage.)
hAutcur:- Bill de¢ Tomalin,
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TRIP REPORTS.

Nov. 5-6, 1977 -~ ©Bxit Cave, Ida Bay.

Leader: Bill Nlicholson. Party: Ian Gothard, Matthew Lewis(©TCC) Garry licl-
ville(appointed Expedition Photographer) and Alex Tubb, visitors,

Vhen we arrived the E.C, car park was full, almost, by Northern
Caverncers including a smattering of the Maydena Branch converging around
a tube of fermented hop juice,

The cave was cntered at 12,30p.m, and the cxit was cxitted same tinme
following day. But, to cut this silly report short I shall be brief.

The river wag noticed to be high but dropped over 60 cm, overnight
but meanwhile we grunted through the talus and up to the climbing pole
~pick up spot vhere, aficer a unanimous vote, vwe rested and decided to catch
" the 2 p.m, bus to inner base camp. Bus was late so we leoft in disgust.

Near the contrance of the Dribble System(our objective) we play a game.
I spy with my little cye, a system starting with "D" - - - vhich wasn't
found until much later that night. In our wanderings we trogged the Western
Passage with glce and following a brew{courtesy Northern Caverncers) Camp f
was rcached at around 11.45 p.m. Oblivion come at 12,15 a,nm.

In conclusion: The Dribble System as far as Devils Stovepipe and
including both cntrances vhich face Camp 2 and now merked by red reflectors.

Bill Nicholson.

Cracroft{ irca -~  Saturday, 26th Nov, 1977.
Party: Albert Gocde, Bill Nicholsoh and Greg liihaich(Hobart Walking Club)

The ain of the trip was to investigate a cave entrance in a doline
vhich had been found and clcarcd out by a Hobart Walking Club party last
sunmer, Vo originally intended to make it a weckend trip but changed it to
a day trip to avoid having to carry hcavy packs,

We left Hobart not long after 7.00 a,m, and by 10 a.m. we had cross—
cd Farmhousc Creck and were heading up the valley. 4 little over two hours
later saw us at Pince Camp by which time the weather was getting rather hot.
We had lunch a little short off Saddle Cemp with water from some miscrable
puddles sucked out with the tubes that Bill and Greg were carrying.

It was ncarly three o'clock vhen wie recached the doline with the cave
entrance. It is well down the western side of the divide and only a short
distance from the buttongrass plains, It was obviously too low dowm to
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provide a vway inte bhe upstrceam peart of Judds Cavern but the strong, cold

draught sccmed promising. Bill and I went dovm the sloping entrance to a

rubbly ledge from where we laddered 4 metres into o small cavern below,

Bill pushed the only obvious way onwards — a rather restricted route between

a sloping rock roof and a sloping floor of cave fill, Vic then cmerged into

the higher level of a fissure sthich continued for only a short distance at

that level., About 5 metres below us we could sce the floor of the fissure

vrith a trickle of running water. Ve could not descond writhout a ladder and

ag ve were runmning out of time we were foreced to return. To mark the spot a

tree along the northern side of the track was festooned with four blue tapes.

Although not wildly exciting at this stage the cave ncecds further investigation.

The walk back scemed never ending with all of us suffering from the hot
conditions. After numerous stops along Farmhousce Creck we finally reached ny
vehicle at 8,15 p.r. ¥e found a half-flat tyre which we could not change as
the wheelnuts were rusted on so the load was rcdistributed and we had a very
slow drive back to Geevesuon,

At Geeveston we stopped at Bob and Zan Geeves(one time club nembers)
who kindly loancd us a pump and also provided a piccce of wire to tic on the
nuffler vhich was in the process of falling off - being held in place by one
of Bill's bootlaces. Ve were very glad to get back to Hobart at 11.30 p.nm,
after a very cxhausting day. The conclusion was unanimous - one day caving
trips to the Cracroft arc a bit too much of a good thing.

Albert Goede.
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#*%  Senseless VANDALISH doosgyfbusually occur auongst cavers, so
it would be appreciated if the pérson(s) responsible for
deliberately damaging a privately owned orange caving helmet

after a recent caving trip could moke restitution to the owmer.

Contact Bill Ficholson  (Ph., 43 8110)
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LIST O FIFANCIAL LI.BERS /ID SPELEQ SPIEL SUBSCRIBERS 1977-1978.

HL - Honorary lLife Licmber (4) HA

Honorary .ssociate (2)

FA =~ Farily Member  (4) AM -  lLssociate Member  (5)
F - Full Mcnmber (25) J - Junior Hember (7)
P - Prospective Member (2) ( )- dcnotes not yet paid.,

SS -~ Speleo Spicl subscriber (8)

AMAGHOSTIS, Strato, 756 Sandy Boy Road, Sandy Bay, 7005, J.
ANNAN, Stove and fmne, ¢/o laydena P.O., 7457, FA.
BARRY, David, 23 Liilton Cresccent, Yest Licorah, 7009. P.
BOOTH, Robin, c¢/o Hat.Parks and Wildlife Servico, lagnet Crt.S.Bay.7005. r,
BRIDGES, Ross, 1 Eastwood Ave., Bastwood, Ii. 2122, T,
BROV, Prank(Snr } cfo Scottsdalq. nghschool Scottsdalc 7254, HL.
BROWN, Frank, 68 Carclla Strcet, Howrsh, 7018, T,
CAREY, Dr.S.V., 24 Richardsons Avenue, Dymnyrne, 7005. HL.
CASEY, Pip, 803 Sandy Bay Road, Sandy Bay, 7005. T AT,
CLARKE, Arthur, P.O. Box 4, Dover, 7116, AM,
COLLIN, Brian, 66 Ventworth Street, South Hobart, 7000. HL.
COOKE, Dave and Leanne, 314 liacquarie Street, South Hobort, 7000. FA.
CULBERG, Tony and Pat, P.O. Box 36, Lindisfarnc, 7015, A

DAVEY, Andrev, c/o Geology Dept., Uni,of Tas.,GPO Box 252 C, Hobart,700%1. F.




