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FORWARD PROGIWMJliE . -v--- 

- Fcbmary l l , l 2  - D .  Lcave Friday night. Surveying t o  &it Cavc, Ida 
Bzy to-survey i n  Ycstcrn Pmsagc area. Lcadcr: Pctcr Shav. 

February 18,19 - WEXKEIijD. lJolc Crcck. V i s i t s  t o  Gcnghia I&m on Saturday cnd 
possibly Lynds Cmc on Sunday. Acting-Lcadcr: Thcrcsc Goedc . 
m d s  Cave party cill bc led by Roy Slunner. 

February 20-24 - So~wtinc during t h i s  m c k  thcrc  w i l l  bc a rope ,u~d ladder 
prctctice a t  Hobart Matriculation Collegc. Contact Bruce 
McJntosh f o r  de t a i l s .  

March l - TEDNESDA!,.: 8 p .~ ! .  Gcncral Ilccting a t  the  Mctting Roan of 
thc  %lcatshcai? Hotcl, 314 EIacquaric Strcct .  

MARCH 29 - VEDI\i SUfX : 8 p .n. i~nnual Gcncral Mcc t inx.  Election of O f f  i c c  
Gcarcrs. WC ;ioulil l i ke  t o  scc as r ~ m y  ncnbcrs as possible. 
hIccting Roou, h c  a t  sheaf Kotel . 

The ~ha i rnan ( JF  99), Junec Arca - T:o i:cckcnd t r i p s  we  planncd t o  go t o  t h i s  
fascinat ing cave i n  t he  ncar futurc. No datcs  fixcd yet  
but kecp i n  touch v i t h  Stuar t  Nicholas f o r  de t a i l s .  

Mt. Anne, Eaglchairk Ncck, possibly Khaz,?d-Duu - s i ~ g l c  ropc t r i p s  t o  thesc 
arcas xi11 bc nade i n  t he  next fcn  cccks i f  enough i n t e r e s t  
i s  shown. Contact Stuar t  f o r  fu r thc r  infornation. 

EDITORIAL. 
p-- 

The l a s t  hro months havc becn wry act ive ones f o r  the club. Thc high- 
l i gh t  has undoubtcdly bccn thc  fu r the r  exploration of Thc Chairnan in the  Juncc 
arca which i s  rapidly devcloping j 11-to one of khc s t a t c  s ~1s jor  cave S ~ S ~ C L I S .  Due 
t o  thc  tyrrmlics of  t i n e ,  distancc and d i f f i c u l t  acccss e ~ p l o r ~ t i o n  i s  far fron 
conplete ~ 6 t h  uncxplorcd prts:;agcz'going ofC i n  a l l  directions'!. So far thc our- 
vcycd depth of t h i s  system i s  183 nctres  while 785 metrcs of passage length has 
been survcycd i d t h  canotlier cs t inctcd 400 rwlxcs explored. Thc cavc, which only 
has a suttll  s t r e m  in it, is s t i l l  going in thc do rmot re ,~  d i rec t ion  ,and trends 
south-east oo t h a t  a link-up ~ 5 t h  thc underground c o u r x  of t he  Junee River 
docs not ncen l i kc ly  at  prcocnt. White 1"aa~p-i_cl_c~~ shrimps havc been ccl lectcd 
fron the  s l rcamqy and havc becn subuitted t o  t hc  University zoology dcpartncnt. . 

A ouccessful th ree  day t r i p  t o  Cracroft ],as hcld 09 which ILatchlight 
Cavern and Judd:: Cavcrn vcrc v i s i ted .  

Our most d r m a t i c  expcricnce xias undoubtcdly t h c  Precipitous Bluff t r i p  
which f o r  sonc par t ic ipants  stretched in to  a for tn igh t  ra ther  than thc  planned 
naxinun of nine days. Fron a ca;ving pbint of vim _it isas not a SUCCCSLI aa only 
four pcople rtached thc  limcstonc orca. No ncn exploration was achicvcd but the  
ed i tor  i;as successful ix carrying out h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  col lcct ion progrruanc i n  
Danper Cave. E i & t  of W spent f i v e  days a t  Dcadnms B q r  xraiting f o r  a f i sh ing  
boat which ncvcr cane. Thcn rmdc a bro and a half  day walk back t o  c iv i l i za t ion  
on s h o ~  rations.  VC are  vcry gra te fu l  t o  f ishcm~cu~ Ken Pcddcr who f e r r i ed  hone 
our caving cquipnent, t o  Phi1 Gecvcs of South Vest Tours who provided addit ional 
food and t o  those wonderful club nenbera tlrho canc t o  neet us as  m staggered 
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. across thc buttorkyras s to~lrardn Cockle Creck ! ! 

In  rctrospcct trc learnt  a l o t  frou t1:is t r i p .  Eken though l i t t l e  caving 
was done a good t i n e  iras had by a l l  even though there ;rere somc nho l o s t  norc 
weight than they bargained for. Ye also discovcrcd tha t  Taananian oc,afood i s  
not par t icular ly appctiaing and thz t  'Dogwood* lcaves make a poor subst i tutc  
f o r  tobacco. 'Chc sagnificcnt coastal  and nountain sccncry and tl:c good cor~paiy 
made up f o r  it a l l .  

Albert Gocdc. 

* The following prospective rzembcrs havc indicated t h c i r  intcnticm t o  join 
the ranks: 

John Briggs, 11 Addison Stm-ct, Rosctta, 7010. 
Job has bcen s mcnbcr of P .U.C .C. (Canberra) during the l a s t  

year and divicles h i s  t i n c  between Eobart znd Canbcrra. 

Ton Niddlcton, 1 / l  36 Davcy Strcct  , Hobart, 7000. (Eus : Dept .of Construction, 
P11 . 30 6430) . 

!tbm*s f i r s t  t r i p  was t o  thc South West so hc i s  alrc,?dy iicll  
h a m  t o  many of u3. Dcspitc being dcprivcd of boom md tobacco(not t o  ncn- 
t i on  h i s  va-icrbed) he ilcvcr l o s t  h i s  good hmour and cven uaiagcd t o  bcconc 
remrkably f i t .  

Yclcone t o  the nob! 

* Thanks t o  f c l l m ~  ~ilcnber md Khcctshcaf proprictor Dave Cookc thc club has 
been givcn thc opportunity t o  earn n considerable amount of noncy fron bccr 
t i cke t s  i n  the futurc.  It was agrccd at the l a s t  gencral meeting tha t  the club 
should p in to  thc vcnture ~ 5 t h  Brucc KcIntosh appointed as gcncral orgcmizcr 
and keepcr of thc spccial  purse. I f  ouccessf'ul WC may be able t o  run future 
cxpcditions t o  rcnote places i n  s tyle .  

* Thcrese Goede has for  sale  a nmbcr of copies of the Chincsc book 
KARST I N  CIIIfJA ", a t ru ly  beautiful photo:ra;phic exposition of thc karst  

and caves of C o r n l i s t  China. The book has 'an English t e x t  irhich contains cm 
interest ing mixture of krrrst description ,and comunist ideology. Thesc books 
arc excellent VALUE a t  $ 12 cach ! ! For cach copy sold 74 4 c s  t o  thc club 
funds. - - - - - - - - - - -  
T R I P  R E P O l ? : ? , g ,  ---- 
C r ~ c r o f t  Area, 16-18 J'muary, 1978. 

P&L: N b e r t  ~oedc( leadcr ) ,  and intcrs-bate v i s i to r s  Fby md Ros Hart ('J .h .S .G. ) - 
We l e f t  Hobart at about 9 n.m. on Monday and did not reach thc cnd of thc 

Picton Rivcr Road u n t i l  about noon having becn dclaycd by a f l a t  tyrc  ncm 
Gcevcaton. '1.e day was cool x i t h  occasional patchcs of sunohinc. Ideal weather 
f o r  tmlking but unfortunately also idcal  f o r  sn'zkcs. Thc rope crossing a t  Fam- 
house Creek provcd only just  possiblc r , i t L  the S-trem st i l l  running a banker 
a f te r ,  hcavy ra in  tlic previous ~reckcnd. The lcadcr slipped m d  mmaged t o  get 
wet t o  thc mist.  Sonc ten  snalws U C ~ C  seen i;alking up Farmhouse Ck. Valley, 
probably m a l l  time record. 'Phc track i s  bcgin-liilg t o  bc d i f f i c u l t  t o  find 
i n  places especially between the sccond Fczrnhousc Crcck crossing and thc Saddlc 
nherc it is badly overgrow1 with bmcra. 'dc rcachcd Judds Cavern a t  7 p.a. just  
i n  t i n e  t o  s e t  up cmp md cook a mcal before dark. 

The ncxt norning tre tapcd thc routc t o  Matchlight Cavern. 'lke "Red Trackff 
now also has bluc markers. One section had becn tripcd out by the f a l l  of a largc 
eucalypt. Thc turn-off .to Matchlight Cavern i s  nov narkcd by one wd and three 
bluc tapes on e branch on thc r ight  hmd side of thc "Zed Track". '1Te cavc 
~ a a  found xithout difficul-by. Rcy and Ros spcnt t h c i r  time taking photographs 
whilc I collected sonc s a p l c s  of s t a l a p i t i c  na tc r i a l  f o r  dating purposes. 
A quick scarch f o r  cave fauna yielded a single specimen of a cavc harvestnan, 
(~onoxyoma) i n  the cntrancc chamber. This i s  only thc th i rd  spccincn from thc  
area. The other two were collectccl ncar the ILiEg Billy cntrancc of Judds Cavern 
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th ree  yearo ago. Unfortunately no fu r the r  specinens could be found. 
In  t h c  afternoon nc nade a t o u r i s t  t r i p  t o  Judds Cavern as  by non the  

na t c r  had f a l l e n  suf f ic ien t ly .  Ollr v i s i t o r s  nere much impressed by t h e  s i ze  
of t he  cave and the  tcclperaturc of the  riater - i-t rias f reezing as usual. A 
s inglc  pigmcntcd specincn of the  shrinp Inaspidcs 178s obscrvcd i n  t h c  under- 
ground stream. 

That ni&t  nc hcd a visit f rcn a na t ive  rat nho nokc us  up by r a t t l i n g  
our pots a d  pans then s t a r t l e d  t hc  leader  by ge t t i ng  i n to  h i s  t e n t  at  I a.m. 
r e su l t i ng  in a merry chase around t h c  ins ide  of sa id  t en t .  

Thc next norning nc rose cnr ly  and l e f t  t'ne s i t e  a t  8 a.mr LW cloud 
dispcrscd t o  give mostly sunnt cor-ditions ofice ne had crosscd the  Saddle. 
Lunch nas a pleasant affair on the  banks of the  S ~ P C M .  We had nearly reach- 
ed thc  rope crossing m d  nerc rel ieved by the  apparent lack of snakes when 

r7as s t a r t l e d  by the  c lose  p r o x i ~ i t y  of a 4 f t .  tiger snake. The rope 
crossing rras casy a s  t hc  water had f a l l e n  considerably and nc reached the  c a r  
a l i t t l e  a f t e r  3 p.n. Back i n  Hobart at  5.30 p.n. a f t e r  s pleasant,  i f  sone- 
h a t  stcnuous, th ree  days i n  the  south-nest . Llbcr t  Gocde. 

Junee Ridge - Thursday, Dcccnbcr 8 th ,  1977. 

Partx: Stuar t  Bicholas, B i l l  Lark, John Parker m d  ~ im(dog) .  

During the  l a s t  s i x  nonths o r  so B i l l  k r k ,  s surveying student at  the  
T.C.A.E. has cxpresscd i n t e r e s t  i n  surveying the  J u e e  Ridge area both f o r  h i s  
o m  i n t c r c s t  and f o r  t he  Club's. Thts nil1 bc a vcry no r th~ ih i l c  project  as it 
w i l l  enable t h c  locat ion of The Chairnm and newby holcs t o  be detcrnincd i n  
r e l a t i on  t o  Junce Cave. Ultinately a th ree  dincnsional m t r i x  model nay be 
established t o  r e l a t e  a l l  surveyed caves i n  the  a rea  and thereby perhaps under 
-stand the  t o t a l  underground systcn a l i L t l e  be t te r .  It nay even lead t o  
new discovcrics ! 

Any~iay, having rccovcrcd from post-ex= celebrations (n,dics?) we de- 
cided t o  nandcr up t he  ridge f o r  a preliminary look. While enjoying a cuppat 
at  the  Annanls p r i o r  t o  leaving, John .arrived and promptly decided t o  join 
us on our "ridge tour" . Discovering horr u n f i t  I r-ras , ne struggled up the  
Junee Quarry Road having l c f t  t h e  cars  a t  the  Honestcad, and crosscd onto t h e  
western end of the  Mokoda T r a i l '  . John shoved us R i f t  Cave and a number of 
h i s  other  discovcrics on the  TTay t o  The Chairnan. I m s t i l l  not convinced 
t h a t  t h i s  approach t o  The Cnairnm -is m y  cas i c r  t h m  t h a t  f ron  John Bull Rd. 

B i l l  rrns sui tably  i n p r c s ~ c d  md nuch discussion of .*c projcct  took 
place on the  dr ive  hone. Uhcn E i l l  m d  h i s  wife Lyn re turn honc f ron  an e igh t  
neck holiday in hhmpe, the  projcct  should get  undernay. A l o t  of time rill 
be required but i n  t he  end a first c lass  surface t raverse  of the  area  ni l1  be 
produced as n c l l  as the  cstabliahnent of localc  o r ig ins  on t he  ridge i t s e l f .  

S tuar t  Nicholas. 

Growling Sna l lc t  - Saturdkv? Dcccnbcr lo th ,  1977. 

Part,: Stuar t  l!icholas, John Briggs (U. U .C .C. ) 
;- - Shoving typ ica l  enthusiasm, everyone nho sa id  thcy would cone on t h i s  

t r i p  d idn ' t ,  so John(a Pas~~cg ian  stilrlying a t  t hc  b . ~  .u.) and I m r c  l c f t  t o  
- look a t  G.S. rrhile t he  liaydcna nob attempted hass suic ide in the  Florcntine 

River. 
i J t c r  a r a the r  s lou r7allc along thc  v e t  and nudQ track,  rrc found the  

stream ~ i n g  i n t o  G.S. t o  be too  high. It vould have bccn O.K. f o r  3 o r  4 
Rith ne t  s u i t s ,  i n  f ac t  a good spor t ing t r i p ,  but with only 2 of us we opted 
out. Having conmncd lunch rsc hcsdcd off  i n  m cas tc r ly  d i rec t ion  t o  re-dis- 
cover cl1 the  holcs t h a t  everyone e l s c  has found although r:c did  locate  a 
couple of small holes up on thc  ridge bchind G.S. rrhich had cer ta in ly  not  bccn 
cntcrcd previously. We nandcred back dorrn the  gully vhich joins t h e  nain  
stream a f e u  hundred nctnres upstrcan f ron  G.S. and had br ie f  looks a t  JF 37 & 
surrounding holes.  

Flapping our nay back along the  t rack(ny r i g h t  boot nas busi ly  detach- 
ing i t s e l f  from i t s  so l e )  a quick look nas had i n t o  the  hole at  t h c  b i g  

t r e e  E d 1 ,  
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not f a r  from the  road. A l l  i n  a l l  qui te  an i n t e r e s t i ng  day. 
S t u m t  Nicholas. 

Junee Area - Tucsday, Dcccnbcr 13, 1977. 

Party: St& Nicholas, I m  Gothard and Stcvc S n i l l i e .  

Once again numbers dwindled from an cxpccted f i v e  o r  six t o  three  which 
ruled out t h e  o r ig ina l  plan f o r  t h e  day nhich ~ m s  t o  do a " t ou r i s t  t r i p "  i n t o  
K.D. as f a r  as  thc end of t h e  horizontal  strcannay. 

Mcvcrthcless , entliusiasn m s  s t i l l  high so  v i t h  untrained boots ne  
managvd t o  loee t he  K.D. t r ack  f o r  t en  minutes o r  so i n  t he  scrub jus t  up 
f ron  t he  .road. Leaving our packs on thc t r s ck ,  a quick 0C:H - Id1 type excur- 
sion across t o  Cauldron Pot rcvcalcd t h a t  t he  ~ r a t c r f a l l  nas f l o ~ r i n g  qu i te  
strongly and 17as vcry spectacular.  

Tripping on up the  t rack  (those ncn boots need a l o t  of t ra in ing) !  WC 
eventually rcachcd J F  10 (Splash pot)  rihich  as b r i e f l y  investigated as f a r  a s  
t he  main pi tch.  

Last on t h e  l is t  :;as t h e  Serpcnt im Pcssagc i n  1i.D. as f a r  a s  t he  first 
pi tch nhich providcd a gcnt lc  introduction t o  aqueous caving f o r  Ian and Stcve 
since t he  s t r can  nas up a l i t t l e .  

Tventy f i v e  minutes l a t e r  nc nere  back a t  the  ca r  a f t e r  a ra ther  s lack 
but qu i te  enjoyable day ' s  caving. 

S tua r t  Uicholas. 

Junee-Florentine - Cauldron Pot - 31st  December, 1977. 

Party: S tuar t  Nicholas, 3ili Nicholson, Ilikc Iiarch and Pavcl Ruzicka. 

Brcsh from an assau l t  on Sphinx Rock ne decided t o  t ack le  Cauldron Pot 
as a dry (?)  run f o r  the  Chairn'm next ncek. Also I r ishcd t o  chcck on t h e  
condition of t he  rock bo l t s  on t he  t raverse  pi tch.  

After some random m ~ ~ d c r i n g s  i n  the  bush t he  hole was locztcd and 
rigged. W i l e  ge t t i ng  rcady ourselves, B i l l  Ton f i r s t  p r ize  f o r  the  nost 
colourful  natcrproofs.  Eventually a11 ca s  rcady 'md nc descended i n t o  the  spray 
of a l a rge r  t hm usual creek. The descent t o  t he  top of t h e  t ravcrse  pi tch 
proceeded smoothly mc? the  bren chmber w a s  reached a couple of hours after  
leaving t he  surfscc .  Since time ljas of the  essence ( t he  A.N.11. ga te  closes 
a t  7, p.m.) rre soon headed out,  g e t t i n g  thoroughly  et in thc  process. The 
usual  t o r t u r e  i n  S i l l ' s  m a s s  md some drama on t he  entrance p i t ch  provided 
t h e  f i n a l e  t o  a good dajr's caving. 

A very ~ie lcone bren was provided by Pavcl as  ne emerged. H i s  assist- 
ance i n  carrying the  gear nas a l so  vcry much appreciated. 

Notes: 1.  Bill's Bypass s t i l l  i s .  
2. The 5/8 inch bo l t  hanger specif ied i n  thc  gear l i s t  pub- 

l i shed  i n  the  Spicl(Apri1 1973, 110.78) should mad 5/16" 
f o r  t h e  four th  p i tch  (elcven metre p i t ch ) .  

3. Prom the  condition of t h c  bo l t  mentioned above, it may bc 
assuncd t h a t  the  t r m c r s e  b o l t s  m e  s t i l l  O.K. 

-4. FIho belongs t o  t h e  s h i r t  i n  t he  brcn chanbcr and t h e  remains 
of a header back from t h e  top of t he  eleven mctre pitch? ? +U 

The Chairman - 7,8 Jcmuarjr, 1978. 
S tuar t  Nicholas. 

* 

Party: (~dvnncc )  S tuar t  Licholas , Phi l  Robinson, I,fikc Iiarch, i ~ s a e l  Bush, 
Ross Mansfield m d  B i l l  fJicholson. 

(support)  Rw m d  Ros Hart (!liSG) Brucc ~ c I n t o s h ( ~ ~ C )  and Anita ? (vSA). 

Many weeks planning and t r a i n i n g  culminated i n  nhat must surely  be t h e  
t r i p  of t he  year a s  f a r  as T.C.C. i s  concerned. By a stroke of luck a bypass 
was found around thc  lou crawls through t hc  rock p i l e ,  'and surveyed passage 
length nor7 stands q t  785 m.  v i t h  plenty nore t o  bc explored and surveyed! 
Read on f o r  more details . . . . . 

After much persuasion Ph i l  R~binson iras dragged out o f '  r e t i rcncn t  
f o r  t h i s  t r i p  and he i n  t u r n  bagged Ross ~ ! m s f i e l d ( f r e s h  from the  f i r o p e m  
Mountaineering scene) md Asahcl Eush(mother climber) along t o  make up n 
very s t rong party.  
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A f a i r l y  s lack start h2d cveryone(cxccpt Brucc IPcIntosh, who mmagcd 
t o  come up l a t e r )  a t  the  en t rmcc  before 11 a.n. and Ross, B i l l  and S tuar t  
had riggcd and descended the  entrance p i t ch  by 12 noon. 

I.;inor hass les  cncomtcred vhen r igging t he  handlinc p i tch  a d  t h e  next 
t ~ o  pi tchcs  ncrc sorted out everyone, including one smashed accunulator 
,arrived a t  t hc  stream a f t c r  th ree  hours o r  so.  The survey being carr ied out 
by Phi l  m d  Nike nss  tcrninatcd a t  t h i s  point  pending fu r the r  exploration. 

Rosa and i~scLhcl had a br lc f  look up-s t rcm but d id  not f ind  anything 
vcry exc i t ing  although a good push would no doubt rcvcal  norc passagc. Dom- 
stream ac mcssed mound i n  t hc  rockpile mcl some of t he  s i dc  passages. B i l l  
found the  5 m. straws nentioncd by iilan nnr i ld  (sec  Sp ic l  No. 122, April 1977). 
and sonc g i m t ( 5  cm.) shrimps a f t c r  c r a ~ l i n g  along a lox damp passagc i n t o  
a formation chanber. 

Ificanwhile, bzck <rherc the  ac t ion  nas. . . . . . . ! 
Phi l  and Idikc had poked t h e i r  heads up throug3 a s n a l l  holc off  t o  t he  

r i gh t  of t he  s t r can  passctgc and bcforc then l ay  vast  opcn spaccs(nel1, thcy 
574rc big  myvay). Sonc t i n e  l a t c r  TIC could sec t h e i r  l i&ts high up t o  the  
l e f t  of the  stream passage - thcy had crosscd over thc  top and were busily 
survcying a large  chmbcr.  Ross thcn clinbcd up a narrow r i f t  t o  meet thcn. 

Kcanwhile Asahcl and nysclf :;ci.tcd f o r  B i l l  t o  re tu rn  from t h c  forma- 
t i o n  chamber. When he appeared tic nadc our \iay back t o  t he  chamber bclon t h e  
botton p i tch  where a brcrr w a s  had. Asahcl thcn s t a r t ed  on h i s  nay out. 

About t h r ee  hours & t c r  Ross l e f t  us  t o  jo in  Vikc and Phi l ,  t h e  th ree  
of them returricd nith m n s  t h a t  every caver l i l rcs t o  hear - thcy had run out 
of timc, not  cave !! Apparently t he  passagc rangcs f ron narrow sloping r i f t s  
t o  nidc open nalking type passagcs nit5 3 nmber  of high l cvc l  s idc  passcages 
being observed a lso .  A couplc of hundred nc t r e s  of t he  ns in  pass= rrss sur- 
veyed but timc had run out and most nas l e f t  t o  a l a t e r  date .  Thc decision 
t o  leave a l l  the  p a r  riggcd f o r  next veck ms m d c  a n t e r  a b r ie f  confcrcncc 
and soup drinking scssion.  

Three hours a f t e r  lcsving thc  s t r can  about - tmlve hours a f t e r  lcav- 
i n g  the  surface,  ha l f  a dozen slreaty bodies hauled -Lhc~selves back onto the  
surface t o  be greeted by n l o g  f i r e ,  hot  soup 
t o  Bruce a d  ;&mi-ta. 

Arriving a t  the  Homestead about 4 a n .  
( there  i s  v i r t u a l l y  no n a t c r  t c  drink betrscen 
ncrc pronptly handed a mug of soup by Thcrcsc 
g rea t ly  appreciated. 

and heavy "blues" nusic thanks 

s t i l l  i n  a ocmi-dehydratcd s t a t e  
the  stream and thc  surface)  we 
nhich, t o  say thc  l e a s t ,  nas 

S tuar t  Ficholas. 

JF  99 - Thc ChaLrnai - 14,15th January, 1378. 

Advance Party: S tuar t  Richolaz, Phi l  Robinaon, E i l l  Nicholson, $hike March. 

Support Party: Ken Lance & Grscne ~ o b c r t s ( ~ ~ S ~ ) ,  J u l i e  I.'!ash m d  Pave1 Ruzicka 
(WC) .  

After  t he  prcvious rreek's v ic to r ious  t r i p  cveryonc managed t o  reach 
the cntrancc a t  a respcctablc hour and i n  f a c t  the  ddvmcc group were a l l  
underground n c l l  before midday. I-Iadng 1cT-L the  pi tches  rigged the  prcvious - 

enabled the  four  of us t o  rcach t he  s t r e m  i n  mound f o r t y  ninutcs.  This 
put us two o r  th ree  hours ahead of t hc  prcvious t r i p .  

Mike and B i l l  ncrc scnt  off a lcng t h e  new sec t ion  f o r  f u r t h e r  explor- 
a t ion  vh i l e  Phi1 a d  S tua r t  aincd t o  f i n i s h  t he  survey and thcn meet up v i t h  
t he  others.  Thc survey took longcr t h m  expected, ncarly s i x  hours i n  f a c t ,  
and m had only j u s t  rcachcd t h e  prcvioils l i m i t  of exploration when Nike and 
B i l l  could be head sppronching d o n g  a lorr rocky crawl. 

The cavc apparently continues f o r  some d i s tv l ce  v i a  crawls and passages 
and f i n a l l y  a l a rge  chwber  pa r t l y  f i l l e d  with. bouldcrs i s  rcachcd. A Tray 
through and over this rock p i l e  was found but ended in 'an cs t ina tcd  12 m. 
p i tch .  h obvious continuation nas cvidcnt a t  thc  foo t  of t hc  pi tch.  Further 
exploration nay cncble a 1 0 - $ 7  l eve l  route  through the  rock p i l e  t o  bc found 
and hence effectively negate the  pi tch.  

Following the  re-union nadc our nay back t o m r d s  t he  botton p i tch ,  
exploring a vcry la rge  and extensive hi& l cvc l  s idc  passage on t hc  t7ay. This 
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passage containcd sonc cxccllcnt  formation and s small strcmrmy . 
De-rigging the  cave took a considerable t i n c  1;ith thc  l a s t  man reaching 

the  surfacc around 3.121. d t c r  a f i f t e c r ~  hour -trip. A lack of water i n  the  a e a  
around The Chairman made f o r  a ra ther  t h i r s t y  rrallc out nlthough Phi1 cmc t o  
the  rescue trith a small q u m t i t y  of m t c r  frou the  dcpths of h i s  pack. 

Notes - 
- 

- 

- 

The surveycd length of the  main passagc f ron the  surfacc t o  the first 
neck's cxplorntion linit i s  785 m.  

The depth t o  the  s m c  l i m i t  i s  187 n. 

Ihorm so f a r  thcrc  r-iould ea s i l y  bc mothcr  250 n. of passage bringing 
the  t o t a l  length t o  ovcr 1 ka. 

Depth so f a r  does not increase a grca-k dcal  f ron  thc  survcy l i n i t .  

On both of these t r i p s  the  ncir cmvas(fire-hosc) ropc protectors  riith 
Vclcro fastening r c r c  uscd and provcd t o  be cxtrencly successful. 

B70 ropcs haxi s u l ~ h u r i c  acid s p i l t  on then on thc  Jmuary 7 th  t r i p  
r7hen a gear bag rrns dropped m d  the  spare lcmp it contained cas  
snashcd. These ropcs have bccn rcnovcd from general usage pending 
fu r the r  investigation in to  thc  rcections,  i f  my. 

S tuar t  Nicholas. 

Gronling Sr-rallct , Plorentinc Yrlley - 26/ 1 /78. 

Party: Stuar t  Ficholas and llilce I.lasch (!'CC), Evc1S.n~ %alp ,and Rar-rlcigh I7eb.b 
(VASG) . 
Question: ?7hcn i s  a s m p  nct  e smp? 

Ansi7cr: T13~cn ' thcrc  i s  no na t c r  i n  it ! 

To make t h i s  short  s to ry  s l i g h t l y  longer, it secns t h a t  Flaydens has 
had l i t t l e  r a i n  during January. That i s  not t o  say t ha t  hcavy r a in  hns not 
f a l l c n  rcccntly - g r c m  lcavcs stuck t o  the  rrall abovc eyclevcl i n  the  Mud 
Passage nadc f o r  some interesting spccul 3 t '  lon. 

Anymy, on n i t h  thc  s tory.  Aftcr m incredibly 91017 s t a r t  irc nmaged t o  
reach the  cn t rmce  t o  G.8. sonctinc a f t e r  lunch. Polloriing thc  putting-on-of- 
ccving-gear ccrenony , sone t i n c  was spent i n  the  cntrancc sect ion looking f o r  
the  dry(? )  bypass around the  . , raterfall ,  Eventually t h i s  \:as found and a f t e r  
mch splashing i n  thc  ra ther  deep pools of thc  s t r c a  the  short  p i tch rras 
reached and dcsccndcci. Grief inspccticn of thc  blud Pnssege rcvcaled the  pre- 
viously ncntionc-d green lc-cvcs and t;rigs stuck t o  t hc  aall  closc t o  2 m.  
f loor  level  md sorie chmgcs t o  the  shape of the  nud coated sand f loor .  

Crmling d c ~ x  thc s t r c m  tor iads  thc  s m p  it ;.as observed t h a t  the  giant  
f lush t he  systcn has obviously rcccntly rcccivcd has had the  e f f ec t  of divcrt-  
ing  thc  s t r c m  t o  the  l c f t  i n to  a 
t o  do 15 th  a sheet of p l a s t i c  and 

loi-i side passage - exactly what I had plc7mcd 
sonc rocks! Hcncc the  nay on through thc  sump 

was c lear!!  
The nay on nas up n rocky, 

described i n  Spclco Spiel  No.111, 
sandy floorcd crar-11 t o  a "TV junction a s  
i ipri l  1376. More rocks md smd  have bccn 

mashed i n t o  t h i s  passage sincc the  t r i p  of tha-t repor t ,  but it c m  s t i l l  bc 
negotiated f a i r l y  cas i ly  m d  t o  tnc  r igh t  lcads t o  a s t i l l ,  quiet  pool. To 
the  l c f t  there  i s  a poss ib i l ty  of a d i g  through t o  the  f a r  end of t h c  Mud 
Psssagc. 

Having sui tably  inprcs scd our Best ern Aus Lral iai f r icnds r7e then exi t -  
ed f ron thc  systcn,  having a look a t  a fey? s idc  passzgcs on the  vay, and 
rcaclicd t hc  surf acc a f t c r  about four  hours underground. 

KARST I N  CIIINA - 81 2. " IXRST I G  CEIIWA " - $1 2. 

Contact !7hcrcse Goedc, 8 Wth S t r cc t ,  & t t c ry  Point ,  7000. 

(For every copy sold S4 v i l l  go t o  TCC t o  hclp buy gear.) 
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Prccipitous Bluff Expedition - January 21 t o  February 3,  1978. 

Party: Iilbert Goedc, Bruce PIcIntosh, $ill ~ ~ i c h o l s o n ( l c a d c r s ) ,  Judy Goedc, 
S t rc to  Imgnos t i s ,  Stcve S n l l l i c ,  J u l i c  Larsh, Im Gothard, Tom Middle- 
ton md Alcx Tubb. Frocl Victoria:  k i t i a  b'ilson. Fron Western Aus t rd i a :  
Ken Lancc m d  Graemc Roberts. Also ranger Gcoff 11msh from N.P.V.S. 

SAT. 21st Jan. Party l c f t  Southport in Geoff Lyden's f i sh ing  boat 'Ftita Jamcs' - 
a t  11.50 a.n. a f t e r  a r r iv ing  ear ly  f o r  an 8 a.n. s t a r t .  L nountain of gear 
a l so  came along. Me spent some t i n e  co l lcc t ing  cray pots  near S t e r i l e  Island 
before heading f o r  thc  south coast .  L strong SQ smell made l i f c  unconfortablc 
f o r  somc. Rough seas  nade landing at  Rocky Boat Harbour and Prion Beach in- 
possible.  VC were put ashore at 7 p.n. a t  Deoc?nans ky jus t  bcforc a weak 
ncs te r ly  change brougkt low cloud m d  some rairi. 

SW. 22nd Jan. ii pleasant suniiy day vnich nas s p o i l t  f o r  most of us by having - 
t o  po r t e r  tno heavy loads f ron Dcadnano Bay t o  t he  camp near !Tea River boat 
crossing. S t ra to  discovered t h a t  two packs and a g u i t a r  a r c  a17knard t o  cmry  
along a muddy vallcing t rack.  Tom fouid t h a t  cartons of beer, vh i l e  easy t o  
drink, a re  d i f f i c u l t  t o  ccrry undcr one arm f o r   any d is tance,  pa r t i cu la r ly  
rher, you have a couple of i r l f lz tablc  dinghys under thc  o ther  arm. I.I017ever, 
apart  from some club gcc,r(ladders, rope, carbide md I m p s )  everything was 
sh i f t ed  t o  t he  ne17 camp. 

MON. 23rd Jan. Lethargy s e t  in. Scoff EIarsh, i:cn Lance and Graene Roberts - 
l e f t  at 9 a.n. t o  m l k  out t o  Cocklc Creek and acre  rornd do~in r i v e r  by 
h i t i a  and J u l i e .  

A t  11.15 a.m. Albert and Judy l c f t  in one of the  boats t o  go up t o  t h e  
cavc c a p  with I n i t i a  coning along i n  t h e  second boat. Sonc d i f f i c u l t y  nas 
expcrienccd i n  loca t ing  the  s i t e .  Tie ncnt too f a r  up t he  l'agoon and f i n a l l y  
reached c a p  a t  3 p.n. The t e n t  n s s  put  up jus t  i n  t i n e  t o  beat  t he  ra in .  

TUES. 24th Jan. li l a t e  morning s t a r t  t o  loca te  Gaipcr Cavc m d  n'ark a route 
back t o  carp rrith blazes m d  blur? tape.  After  lunch nc returned t o  D'mper 
Cavc and explored the  cavc as  f a r  as the  rock f a l l .  Fauna co l lcc t ing  cas  
carr ied out md 1;as very succcssful .  Idacarabus bee t les  ncre abundant and 
20 spccinens ?7crc col lected,  th ree  syidcrs  and t ~ r o  ~Ionoxyoma harvcstnen m r e  
a l so  found. Returned t o  camp i n  t i n e  t o  nect  S t r a to  xho reported an unsucccss- 
f u l  attempt by somc of the  others t o  reach our cmp. The par ty  had "borro~7edt' 
our boat t o  re turn  t o  camp. 

WED. 25th Jm. Thc morning 173s spent i n  Dwper C3.v~ co l lec t ing  s t a l w i t i c  - 
n a t e r i a l  f o r  dat ing i11 t he  n e l l  decorated s ide  passagcs not f z r  f ron  t he  en- 
trance.  WO addi t ional  specinclis of IJonoxyoma harvcstnen ncre a l so  collected.  
Back t o  canp f o r  lunch ~rhere  i7c found h i t i a  md Strilto had arrived.  i d t e r  
lunch nc slioned thcr;! t h e  cn t rmce  t o  Damper Cave. They spcnt the  afternoon 
exploring it a s  f a r  a s  t he  deep -,;atcr ~: l i i le  Judy and Albert relocated PB 2 
and PB j ( Q x t z a l c o a t l  Conduit) by the  most c i rcui tous  and d i f f i c u l t  route 
possible.  The nmber  on PB 3 i s  no l o n p r  l eg ib l e  and on a fu turc  v i s i t  it 
should be re-nunbercd. 

THURS.26th Jan. The nonling nas spent 5y t hc  four  of us  breaking camp follotr- 
cd by a row across the  lagoon t o  v i s i t  thc  beach on t he  riestern s ide  nhich 
provides an cxcel lcnt  vicn of Prccipitous Bluff. In  thc. afternoon ne headed 
back t o  t he  coast with i m i t i a  cud S t r z to  rinding along the  edge of the  lagoon 
a id  Jude and lilbert roving the  boat ~ 5 t h  gcnr against  a s t rong southerly. 
Arrived at  the  coast camp t o  f i nd  t h a t  a par ty  of four  Victorians led by 
Brim Frantz had arrived.  

FRI. 27th Jan. A ns lk  back t o  Deadnans Bay 1 5 t h  hcayy packs and ne t  t en t s .  - 
h n i t i a  a d  tno of the  Victorians cane along t o  help carry sone of the  gear 
and re turn surplus VSB food. -By  id--afternoon the  remaining e ight  nenbcrs of 
the  par ty  had asscmblcd t o  n a i t  f o r  t he  f i sh ing  boat. 

SAT. 28th Jan. t o  VEJl-. 1 s t  Feb. Five f r u s t r a t i n g  days spcnt ~ i a i t i n g  f o r  a - 
boat 17hicli never cmc.  Tine vras s p i l t  sunbcaking nhcn treather a l l omd ,  build- 
i n g  strange s t ruc tures  out of sh ig lc  on t he  bench and s m p l i n g  various kinds 
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of seafood a s  food began t o  run shor t .  Thrcc f ru s t r a t ed  snokcrs ncrc f ran t ica l -  
l y  searching f o r  a tobacco substitute, f i n a l l y  supplied by Ton i n  the  fo rn  of 
dogrrood leaves quick-cured i n  a f ry ing  pm. 

B i l l  and J u l i c  a l l ev ia tcu  boredon by survcying and p l o t t i n g  a nearby 
scacave. The only cnvc mapping done on t he  t r i p .  

Our food probleu rias solvcd f - i r s t ly  by ca t ing  surplus V.S.B. food m d  
l a t e r  by Ph i l  Gecves of South Vest Tours ;.ho cane through 1,;ith a s n a l l  par ty  
of t o u r i s t s  and rrho supplied bxl ly  nccded basic  food supplies f ron  h i s  sir- 
drop s to rc .  H i s  blood was north bo t i l i ng .  

On Y/cc?nesday aftcrnoon rre f i n a l l y  navlagecl t o  a-ttract the  a t t en t i on  of 
an abalone f i s h c m m ,  Ken Peddcr, :rho cal lcd Geoff Lyden f o r  us on t he  radio 
t o  discover t h a t  Gcoff Iias f i sh ing  on the  ~ ; c s t  coctst a d  ..rould not bc back 
our nay u n t i l  t hc  fol loning veclc. I:en iias kind enough t o  be pc r suded  t o  
take a l l  our heavy gcar t o  cnablc us t o  rinllc back t o  Cocklc Crcek riith the  
rcnaining goods and cha- i t ch .  After packing hurr iedly  :K l e f t  Dcadnms k y  
a t  5 p.n. A beaut i ful  evcning t o  rralk t o  Kcrr River Lagoon vherc ne spent the  
night .  

THURS.2nd Feb. - E. 3rd Feb. A rcssonablg ea r ly  s t a r t  f o r  a l l .  Two dinghics 
vcrc used t o  ron thc  par ty  t o  thc  eas te rn  cnd of Prion Beach. The baats ncrc  
taken back by Stevc and d lbc r t  vho thcn returned along the  s p i t  md  snm across 
the  r i vc r .  f~ long day of r-ralking a s  lon  cloud clcared t o  a f f n c  sunny day. 
Party sprewl out with Stnato and Stevc rcwhing  South Coast Rivulct t h a t  
night;  f J b c r t ,  Judy and Ton camping a t  Elaclr Role Crcck; Bruce, B i l l  and 
J u l i c  camping rrith Ph i l  Geevcs' par ty  on t he  nestern  s idc  of the  South Coast 
Rangc. On Friday S t r a to  and Stcvc reachcd Cockle Crcek nbout nidd'ay t o  be 
ne t  by a par ty  of i-rai1;ing cavers. They r7rre follorrcd by Ton. Albert nnd Judy 
reachcd Cockle Crcck about 4 p.n. rtlld ncrc vcry plcased t o  n ~ e t  a  clco coning 
par ty  nallcing to~ ia rds  thcn ancl relieving thcn of t h e i r  loads ~rhcn s t i l l  some 
distance from Cockle Creek. Thc rensining t h r ee  rczchcd c i v i l i z a t i o n  c lose  
t o  nidnight . 

11 vcry eveiitful t r i p  ishich rras enjoyea by a l l ,  especia l ly  i n  retro- 
spect .  We ncre fortunate i n  having such good r;cathcr conditions on t he  vay 
out. I'n sure T ~ C  a11 l ea rn t  a l o t  from it! 

fllbcrt Gocde . 

CAVE T I ! G  - Junec 5'lorentixlc ,.re& 

by John Pzrkcr. 

Description of previously nunbercd cavcs but not previously pnblishcd: 

JF-114: Entrance ad jaccnt t o  old Admsficld Track. liarroi: cn t rmce  lcads 
t o  18 nc t re  p i t ch  t o  lcdgc, f o l l o ~ m l  by a 9 ne t r c  p i t ch  leading 
i n t o  narro~7 passage t h a t  passcs i n t o  a large  1017-roofcd chmber. 
Strong dnaug%t a t  the  cn t rmcc .  Possibilities f c r  f u r the r  explora- 
t i on .  

JP  115: Entrance 15 n.  fron JP 114. Explorecl- by Aim Varild of Sydney. Cavc 
f u l l y  explored t o  dcpth of 48 n. Very nuddy, fou l  smell, no fu r the r  
prodpects. Cavc consis ts  of a s c r i c s  of p i tches  ending i n  a vcry 
nuddy sunp. 

JF  116: Snall  cave located a t  end of Leo 'Thorne Road. Winc ne t r c  cntrancc 
p i tch ,  s n a l l  c r a ~ i l i n g  passzges l c  ndirig off  fror: p i t ch .  L f t e r  some 
nasty squeczcs one leads i n t o  a very 1o;r-roo8ed s t scan  passage. The 
s t r e a l  i s  not  seen i n  any of the  other  passages md  appcars t o  f l o ~ r  
under thcn. 

JF 117: Cavc located near end of Sct t leucnt  Road. Fully cxplored t o  dcpth 
of 18 n. D-ro cntmnccs jo in  a t  basc i n  n nuddy sump. 1'0 fu r the r  
prospects. 

JF 118: One of thc  f i r s t  caves c~countc rcd  i n  a l i n e  of pots off  t o  the  
r i gh t  of thc  ',:Qlerret' S landsl ip .  I:ot knmm :rhethcr it has been ex- 
plored. iLppcars f ron surfacc t o  have c o i s i d e r a ~ ~ e  dcpth. 

JF 11 9: Cave on the  l e f t  or" I:levcn :oad, ~pproxirmtcly  400 n. pas t  thc  Plor- 
cnt ine  Rivcr bridge. One huridred ne t rcs  of -m11 decorated passtXges. 
Fully cxplorcd. 
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Descriptions of nerrly nmbcrcd caves: 

Cavc rii-th m a l l  cntrmcc.  Locatcd i n  the  ridge on f ron  JP 9 9 ( ~ h e  
Chairnan) touards JF 3 4 ( ~ i f t  cave). Cnvc i s  cluttered n5th loose 
rock. It hns not bcen cxplorcd but appears t o  have sone depth. 

Cavc on Yfhcrrcts Lookout 400 n. up f ron  old i ~ d m s f i c l d  Track over- 
loolring the  'Gapf area  of the  Florcntinc Road. Loc, nidc cntrancc 
slopes back in to  h i l l .  Vcry narron passage extends f o r  approxinately 
60 m. beforc becoming too t i c h t  f o r  fur-lker cxplor C t '  lon. 

Pothole SE of R i f t  ~ a v c ( ~ F  74) locatcd 15 m .  f ron  JF 128. Explored 
t o  depth of 27 metres ending i n  s nsrrori squcczc bloclced by rocks. 
11 strcas! can be seen beyond t h i s  pcint  and tSe passage continues. 

14.4, 145 - Nmbcrs not ye-t assigned. 

Unexplored pothole very close t o  JF 142. Small t r i c k l e  of rrater 
f lons  in .  ilppcars t o  bc a t  l e a s t  20 nc t rcs  dccp. 

Pothole near JP 142. Snall  entrance i n  s idc  of deep solut ion trench. 
Snal l  passage r n t h  som ~ o u l d y  fornations.  Cavc cxplored t o  depth 
of 27 nctres .  imothcr drop of 20 ne t rcs  c m  bc seen. Pronising pros- 
pect f o r  fu r the r  cxploration. Snall  s t r c m  inside cave i s  fed by 
s m a l l  unexplored srrallet above cave. 

Ehtrance adjacent t o  JP 147. Uarrov cntrancc @cads t o  s ~ i a l l  passagc 
ending i n  xtcxplored drop cs t ina-kd  t o  be 20 ne t rcs  dccp. 

Pothole about 150 n. SV of R i f t  ~ a v e ( J F  134) consis t ing of tno holcs 
i n  a l incstone facc.  :!inding passage drops about 15 n. t o  end i n  
a sandy smp .  Probably f u l l y  cxplorcd. 

R .  E 1JTi:Ui:L GCITiXi1L I - !Icdnc sday , I!&ikHCH 29. 

Vcnue : filicntshcaf 110-tcl I kc t i ng  Roon. Tine: 8 p .n. 

dLs0 : 
7 

TidE book f o r  t hc  DISCRIIX.bTII\TG CAVER - 
URST T CBIEA " 

(Would mainlvld purchasers plcase a l l on  cx t r a  t o  covcr cost  of postage). 

Book nay bc obtained by contacting Thcrcse Gocdc, 
8 Bath S t r cc t ,  
Ebttcry Point, TLS. 7000. 

And f o r  t h a t  soncthing a l i t t l e  DIFEREITT: 

i7hy not contact S tuar t  lJicholas about a t r i p  

t o  KT. !SEE, EhGLE!I.lJ!I: UECK ( 'llesmn ' s Lrch ) and possibly 

KHAZ-U -E ! ! 

S .R .T. s k i l l s  DEFIKTELY required. 






