SPELEO SPIEL

Newsletter of the Tasmanian Caverneering Club
Mu-ch 10978 NO /32

T.CC. Established 1946

- TCC. PO.Box 416
\ Sandy Bay, Tasmania

PECISTERID FOR FPOSTING AS A PERIODICAL — CAT.B



Speleo Spiel., No.132, Page 1. - March, 1978,

Hewsletter of the Tasmanian Caverneering Club.
Anmual subscription $4-00. | Single copies 40 cents.
0-0~0=0~0-0-0~0~0 - |
President: Stuart Nicholas, 7 Rupert Avenue, New Town, 7008. Ph. 28 3054,
Pres. (Maydena Bch.): lax Jeffries, 16 South Crescent, Maydena,7457. Ph.88 2256.

Secretary: Tony Culberg, P.O. Box 36, Lindisfarne, 7015,
Editor: Albert Goede.Ph.23 1929(H), 23 0561 ext.415(B). Typist: Therese Goede.

0~0=0~0=0=0~0-0-0~-0
FORVARD PROGRAMHE.
Harch 4. - Satufdax: Day trip tc Tasmans Arch (Baglchawk Neck) for S.R.T.
practice. Spectacular coastal scenery. Leader: Stuart Nicholas,
Karch 11,12 - WEEKEHD: The Chairman, Junee Area, lLeader: Stuart Nicholas.

This is the last assault of the sunmer scason., A special effort
‘to push exploration as far as possible., /nybody vho can assist
with surface support please come!!

arch 12 -~ Sunday: Day trip to Ixit Cave to introduce H.M.C. students to
' the delights of caving. Leaders: Roy Skinner and Bruce McIntosh.
Any assistance with transport would be nost welcome.

March 24-27 - Easter: An unofficial trip to liaydena to celebrate birthdays of
several nmembers and incidentally do some caving. Contact Therese -
Goede or Bruce llcIntosh for details.

March 25 - Saturday: Khazad-dunm cxpedition 1978. Contact Stuart Nicholas
. for further information.
March 29 -  UEDNESDAY: 8 p.r, ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Election of office bearers. This meeting 17ill be precceded by

a very short Extraordinary General liceting to approve com-~
stitutional changes required for the club to become an incorpor=
ated vody of which NQTICE IS HEREBY GIVIN.

We would like to sec as many nembers as possible. Meeting Roon
Wheatsheaf Hotel,(llacquaric Street.)

(* Extraordinary General liceting - discussion time will be limit-
ed and at the discretion of the Chairmen.)

April 1 - Saturday: Cave Scarch and Rescue. Lither IBxit Cave or Mystery
Creck Cave(Intrance Cave). Contact Bill Nicholson for details.
Barly April - A night to be arranged for the addressing of the A.S.P. News-
- letter, ffrece refreshments available, Contact Tony Culberg for
date. .
Sometime April - A weckend trip is being plamned to Mole Creck with students

of H.I..C. Tor details contact Druce licIntosh.

April 14-16 =~ UREKEND (lecave Fridaynight) The Federation of Tasmanian Bush-
vallking Clubs is arranging scgrch and rescue parties to a number
of arcas, to test and improve radio communications. Names to
Bill Nicholson as soon 2s possible,

PLEASE REMENDZR: There is no general meeting on the first WEDNESDAY of APRIL.
Business will be dealt with at the L.G.IL.

0=0=0=0—0—0—0—0~0—-0-0
YKARST IN CHINAY "EARST IN CHINA" "KARST IN CHINA"
THE book for the DISCRINMINATING CIAVER ONLY 8 12-00
(Plus postage - weight 1488gms.)

Contact Therecse Goede, 8 Bath St., Battery Point.($4-00 per copy sold to ©.C.C.)
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IDITORIAL
If this issuc is a2 bit short on trip reports it is not because there

has been no caving activity during the past fow weeks but because there are
still some rcports outstanding, c.g. Exit Cave, By all acounts this was worth
writing up cven if the cxciting "new" passage the leader broke into after much
frantic digging through the talus had been discovered before. Reminds me of
another cpisode many years ago when nembers spent two weckends digging a pros-
peet in the tourist scction of Newdegate Cave, At last they broke through into
a big "new" chamber. As they scrambled through cxcitedly to explore their find
the lights were switched on! N

find so we approach another A.G.M. vhere we will have to vote in a new
comnittee for the coming ycar, It isg no sccret that there has been some discord
in the executive during the last year partly as a result of personclity clashes.
It may be worthwhile reminding members that they got the committee they descrve.
If you are in the usual scramble to avoid being clected you cammot complain if
sonce of the members who are clected do not meet with your approval.

It is important for a comnittece of any caving club to work together in
harmony. It is also important to clect office bearcers vho have some ability to
do the job. A club sccretary or Speleo Spicl cditor who con not cxpress then-
sclves on pafer arce obviously not a good choice., Neither is a trcasurer who
cannot add two and two together or is so untidy that he cannot keep the books
in order. A prospective quertcrmaster may rcasoncbly be expected to have an in-
terest in keceping club gear in order. If you get the wrong person for the job
YOU could be the once to suffer the conscquences! It's your club. If you have
definite ideas on how it should be run end are preparcd to do your share then
stand for office ! !

The suggestion that the club be incorporoted resulted in a lively
discussion at the last general neeting., Up till now the club has resisted this
nove because there scemed no real need for it. However, wvith the future income
fron beer tickets we will clearly be handling very much more money. This also
neans oore risk to individual members who at present are fully licble for any
debts that the club may incur, Incorporation meons very limited liability.

0=0=0~0~00000--0-0~0-0
SUBSCRIPTIONS.

Subscriptions for 1978-79 will be due at the A.G.M. The fees for full
and family membership had to be raised by 50 ceonts to cover an incrcase in
A.S.F', subscriptions. Rates will be:

Full members(over 18 years) 3 7-50
Fanily menbers $10-50
Junior nembers % 4-00
Associate members 3 4~00.

The full and farily menbership fees inelude 2 § 3-50 contribution to A,S.T,
and cntitles one to receive the A.S.F, Noewsletter. Junior and hAssociate mem-
bers wishing to subscribe can do so by paying the extra & 3-50.

PLEASE assist the new treasurer by paying dues nromptly at the A.G.H,
0-0-0-0-00000-0-0-0~0
CLUB NEWS,

¥ NEW MEMBERS., The following were accepted as full menmbers et the March
General Meeoting, subject to filling in epplication forms ond naying their
fees before the A.GUM, . )
Tor Middleton, 1/136 Davey Strect, lobart, 7000.(Bus. Dept.of Construction,
Ph. 30 6430)

Anita Truchanas, 18 Beddome Street, Sandy Bay, 7005,
Pavel Ruzicka, (address unknowm) _
Julic Marsh, ... Brisbanc Strecet, Hobart. 7000.
They have all donc their prescribed three trips and we welcome them
to the club.
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*#  Congratulations are cxtended to Pat and Tony Culberg on the birth of
their son Jereny on the 3/3/78.

¥  PFIRST AID COURSE. At the last two general meetings the desirability of
nore nenbers becoming familiar with first aid was discussed. An cight weck
coursc conducted by St. Johns starts some time in April., The coursc runs
cvery Thursday from 7-30 -~ 9-30 p.m. Tne cost is §15-00. Final rumbers
taking part arc required at the ALGLIH,

*#  Rumour has it that John Parker has departed for New Guineca on a trip of
scveral months duration so no new caves can be expceted to be found in
Juncce-Florentine for o while unless sonconc clse carrics on with the good
work. We all wish John a good time in New Guinca.

CiVEE  NOMENCLATURE.,

The following docuwcent -ras prepared by Albert Goede for the ALS.PF.
Cormittee in Vollongong. It is now being diccussed by meorber clubs and he
would be gratoful for any comments that members may hove on the proposcd rules:

" Noning

The following rules for naning of caves and karst featurcs (Lnon, 7968;
Wilcock, 1968) arc suggested for cexanination by members of the Federation and -
arc intended for genecral discussion at the comnittee neceving and at socicty
lovel during 1978. The federation is urged to adopt a sct of guideline rules
at the Perth Confcrence in January 1979.

(1) Nanes should be approved only if the locality and naturc of the fcatures
have been accurately recorded in society records and archives.,

(2) A nape should be concisc, cuphonious and in gocd taste and should not
be such as to give offence to any person,

(3) A fecature should be naned only if it is of SHleClont significance ‘o
wvarrant naning.

(4) Cavcs should not be naned after living persons unless in very coxception-

al circunsiaonces, On no account should a cave be naned after a 11v1ng
nenber of o caving socicty.

(5) Where personal names arce uscd the posscssive 's' is omitted unless this
destroys the cuphony or descriptive application of the name., If the
possecssive 's' has to be used the apostrophe should be ordtted, c.g.
Scotts Cave not Scott's Cave.

(6) Hyphens should not be uscd in new nenes.,

(7) Hancs conposgsed of a nwiber of vwords should be aveided,

(8) Umnatural combinations of words should not be uscd,

(9) ‘here features orce nancd after persons, nomes should not involve the

usc of both Christian and surnane or o combination of the two.:
(10) Long and difficult aboriginal, botanic or scicntific nanes should be
' avoided., If an aboriginal nanc is uscd, it should have an appropriate
necaning. ‘

(11) Corrupted or modificd nancs should not be used unless such forms arc
well established by local usage. -

(12) Nances that can be construed as advertising a particular commercial or
industrial ecnterprisc are not acceptable.

(13) If morc than onc nape is available for o cave, the neme best cstablished
in local usage should bc accepted. If local usage docs not provide a
solution thoen the name that has been cstablished longest in hlstorlcal
records will normally be favoured.

(14) Changing an alrcady uccoptod nanc should be avoided at all costs unless
there are very compelling reasons for doing so, Vhere an cxisting name
has been uscd in o scientific desceription, c.g. to name a geological
fornation or as a typc locality of a new species of cave fauna the nanme
should never be altered nor should the same nanme be assigned to any
other feature.

(15) The usc of differcent nanes for parts of the same natural featurce
should be avoidced,

(16) Omership of land on wvhich a feoture occurs is not considercd grounds
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for the adoption of the personal name of the owmer.®
+« « o o References:

Anon, 1968. Rules of Orthography ond Nomencleturc: Nomenclature Board of
Tasnaniz. Adopted at Meeting Wo.132 (15th FPebruary, 1968), 2p.

Motthews, P. 1974. Handbook Commission Circular (April, 1974), Australian
Speleological Federation,

Matthows, P. 1977. Cave Sumnory Guide iddendun No.1 (May, 1977), Australian
Speleological Federation, € p.

Wilcock, Ai.A. 1968. 'Goographical Homenclature' in Matthews, P. (Ed,)
Speleo Handbook (First Edition), Australian Spcleological
Foundcticn, 67-69.
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CAVE DIVING SUCCESS AT MOLE CREEK.

M interstate cave diving tean led by Phil Prust of Adelaide vwith
participants from N.5.7, and Sth.iustralia spent o foritnight in Tasmania
during Fcbruary to carry out cave dives at Hole Creck, Junce and Ida Bay.

They scored a major success at Iiole Creck vhere after an offort lasgt-
ing scveral days they wvere able to link Kubla Khan Exit with the siphon at
the dowmstrecan oend of Cairn Hall in Kubla Khan. ibout 400 netres of diving
in Kubla Khan Exit iras followed by a long strcetch(estimated at 800 metres)
of wvading and swinming in a high-roofed, verticel—valled passage. Then canme
another dive of about 3% metres which cnded in Cairn Hall. The dives have
cstablished beyond doubt that Fuble Khan Exit is the resurgence of Kubla
Khan and have added an cstimated 1300 metres of passage to the length of
Kuble Xhan.

The tecan also attenpted to dive at Junce Cave but were beaten by ox-
tronely poor visibility and difficult passages. At Ida Bay the terminal
siphon in liystery Creck Cave(Entrance Cave) was dived and o connection nade
with the strcan in the Canyon arca - still in the sone cave., FTurther progress
here is blocked by talus. Uith a little cangincering offort non-divers may be
able to push further ot this point. )

Albert Goede.

TRTP REPORTS.

Vandal Cave, Junec Arca - Tues. 14th Peb, 1978.

The group left somevhat later than plenned due to certain persons
sleeping in., Rime, Carolince and Jules trovelled up to ilaydena in Bill's F.,C.
Strato, Lindy and John in the Fiat and Anita and Yeowee(Iynn) in Frank's car,

Yo all met at the HMoydena shop” about 9.45 and ofter a preliminary
stuffing of faces and showing of pog profilcs to the dismay of the shop ass-
istants we cventually left for the cave. The traditional rigging up and vis-
its to a prickly twinkle parlour(Rima will cxplain) took a quarter of an hour.
A "before'" photo was token by the group photographer, Strato, before we set
off.

Duc to some nenbers of the group having had no ladder practice we scot
off to the right of the first cntrance for the sccond. Carcfully following
John Parker's instructions ve overshot the sccond hole by a nere 300 nmetres.
Thirty ninutes was spent farting around in the wrong area, till the nistake
was realised, and it was back to the first cntrance to stort agein. Anita
found the hole in under three minutes, vie had virtually walked over it be-
fore. In Strato's haste to sce the sccond cntrance he stepped into the first
but was caught by the arm before he beat us all dowm.

The sccond hole required o little body jamning to drop in and some of
the more well proportioned ncmbers(to cnsure the writer's safoty their names
will be withheld) found it a bit of a squecze. Vith a helping hand from
Strato and a lcss helping handful of mud from Bill oll got dowm safely. Pronm
the sccond cntraince to beneath the first is o small passege of about fifteen

>l
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netres, Unfortunately to procecd further down into the cave is o nud slide’
requiring a ladder. After somc postulation on vhat to do we fixed our thoughts
by flinging nud. /in 2ll out cveryonc-for-hinsclf nud fight lasted long cnough
for cveryone to get their fair shere of nud,

The c¢linb out was casier than in vith only a fow grunts from Carolince
and nore grunts from Lindy. Ve wcre tripping dovm back to the cars by late
lunchtine for an "after" photo, to prove just how mucky ten snabs con get in
ten pinutes. '

The afternoon followed with o B.B.Q, ot the homestecad, and a water
fight down at the creek, Wirst prize goes to Lindy who cricrged with the clean-
cst face, and to Wecwee, vho, whilst mncaking up on the honestead in the long
grass, put her hand smack in the niddlc cf a juicy cow paddy.

Julic Marsh.
Mole Crceck arca - 18th PFeb, 1978.

Starters: Roy Skinner, Bill Nicholsorn, Therese Goede{Acting Leadercss), Henk
Mcerding, Bruce licintosh, flom Hiddleton, Julic liarsh, Rima Truch-
anas, Caroline Rees, Tim Philips, Pavel Ruzicka and Reg.O.

s
r

Most of the group had trovelled to lole Creck on the Friday night or
2t an ungodly hour cn the Saturday morning., The lecaderess had made a slight
detour vic Hangana, and left from there for licle Creck to arrive at 9.30 a.m.
Gathered fron comments that sone had not spent a very peacceful night and it
was obscrved that scveral of the nore centhusiastic trogs were still bleary
cyced or in one casc still asleep! Lfter much heaping of cbuse on the offend-
ing cavers concerncd(vho didn't cven bat an cyelid), and much consumption of
coffee, the group that intended going into Genghis lhen first was finolly
geared up and ready to go.

Goenghis Khon -~ Party: Therese, Roy, Henk, Bruce, Tom and Tin.

For the benefit of thosce who hadn't had a peek at the botton entrance
of Kubla Khan Roy lcd 2 quick sgprint up the hill. Ve then proceeded to the
nain object of our caving trip and all werce underground by 11 a.nm. The rocks
at the top of the entrance look deeidedly unsafe but we carcfully avoided
usc of these as handholds. Also it was soncvhat dry and slippery. Through
the "hole" and into the main chorber with the rather beaut stalagnite. Looked
at the prettics betueen the slabs on the right and then procecded dovm to
the sccetion with the very vhite colurmn., Some time twras spent photographing
and then we continued to vhere the leaderess had previously found a couple
of bat (?) skeletons. One of these had been disturbed and was therefore ccl-
lected for identification. The other onc, vhich although nore cxposed, had
had some protective rocks ploced around it on the previous trip by Therese
was thenkfully still 0.II. and a photo of same was taken. The rocks were then
replaced and hopefully it will stay undisturbed. Ye then about turned and
went to the scection vhere all the helitites grow on the underncath side of
a huge slab. llorc photographs were taken but then the photographers succumbed
to the urgings of the other members of the party wvho wverce suffering hunger
pangs, and we hecaded out. The clinb back out was accomnwlished with sone
cursing on the part of some and a fow rocks did roll(small oncs fortunately).
A1l out by 1.20 p.n. Returncd to the hut to discover that Bill had taken
the others to Baldocks Cave(I think) and that Caroline had gone on a tourist
trip through liaracoopa Cave as the sole custouer for the guide.

Thercse Goede,

Lynds Cave -~ Party: Roy, Bruce, Ton, Carolinc and Tin.

Tollowing a visit to Genghis Khan with Thercse we returned to the
Maracoopa hut for lunch. In the custonary tordy fashion of cavers, we sct
out to visit Lynds at 3.30 p.n. None of us had becn there previously, but
of coursc we knew it was beside the Hydro decimated liersey River.

The weather being ideal for such purposcs, Ton decided te swin across
to where e could sce the location of the entrance causced by the condensation
vhere the cold cave outflow met the warmer lMersey wwater. He vanished into
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the stream cnergence ond re-appearced o fov minutes later of the dry entrance
slightly stupeficd from his cold swin.

Ve negotiated our way around the waterfall and followed the well worn
trail as far as the nassive flowstone scction before the first rock-fall.

e couldn't get the thought of the werm sumshine ouvt of our ninds,
(particularly Ton who scemed soncwhat stunned) so after o rather brief visit
we. re=surfaced and spent a delightful healf hour or so swinning and basking
in the sun and agreeing that Iynds nust be visited on a hot day.

Roy Skinncr.,

A reoport fron Bill Nicholson cn whot his party did has not yot been receiv-
cd but from all accounts a merry time was had by all. & proposed trip on
the Sunday norning to try and find Littlc Trimmer Cave fizzled due to the
lecadercess beconing crecok. Many thanks to the proprictor of the Mole Creck
Hotel for the assistance he gove, I would like to run ancther trip to
Genghis with one or two other photo freaks who are prepared te spend at
least four hours indulging in shutierclicking - ony taokers?

Assistance is going to be needed if we arce to gotc Genghis. Thosc
vho have skills with welding, cerenting or can just help carry the nccess-
ary items to the entrance plecasc speek up when the matter is discussed ot

a necting.
€ Theresc Goede.

PRESIDENT'S Ai: UAL _WIPORT - 1977-718.

During the past tuclve nonths the Tesnanion Caverncering Club has
scen a considerable increose in nonbership and hence activity. lany trips
have been to previously known caves both for general sight-gecing and also
cxploration, Trips for the cxploration of reeccautly discovered holes have
also figured proninently in the Club's prograrne, particularly in the
Junce arca near lLiaydena, '

Once again the Maydena Branch has becnn very active with the discov-
cry of many entrances in the Junce-Florentine arca, Sone of thesc have been
explored but many arc still awveiting investigation. Since nost are vertical
caves, suitably trained and cxperienced cavers arc required for the explor-
ation of them. Despite the influx of new nenbers, vertical trips during the
past fow months have attracted very fow ncww faces, portly because of a lack
of time and cquipnent, but moinly I suspect becausce of insufficiont training
in vertical caving techniques. S.R.T. is beconring popular which is perhaps
unfortunate as laddering is still o very usceful technique, considerably
cheaper and probably safer,

Froquent visits to some of the Statc's nmore scenie caves have been
the couse of, in somc cascs, considerable damage to formotion, This fact
indicates that access to these caves should be linited to some oxtent, per-
haps by goting. Although alrcady goted, Exit Cove has in ny opinion receiv-
cd too mony "social' visits recently writh only two or three trips being for
scrious cxploration and surveying. Other caves vhich aoppeor to need protec-
tion arc Kublo Ihan and Gonghis Khon ot liole Creck. :

Events of significance during the yecar have included the beginning
of a high grade sprvey of Ixit Cave, improvenent of the ecccess track to the.
Cracroft arca by .lbert Gocede, oan cxpcdition to the Precipitous Bluff arca
and the cxploration of The Chairmen on Junec Ridge which has so for revealed
about 1 ko, of passage and is still going. Although not o 7.C.C, trip, a
group of cave divers fron S.4., and F.S,W, dived the resurgence of Kubla
Khan and cventually broke through into the coave itsclf for the first tine
cver, Importent cvents planncd for the ncar future include the surveying
of the Junecce Ridge and a scarch and rescuce oxercise during April with the
Police S.& R. Squad., the Clinbers Club of Taspania, .nbulance Board steff,
bushwalkers and nenbers of other caving clubs. v

Club cquiprient stocks have been boosted writh the nanufacture of five
nine nctre ladders. llore rope, both dynenic and static, should be purchascd
soon as cxisting stocks arc deteriorating repidly. Sone cquipuzient testing
has been done ond more will be carr’cod out in the ncar future.
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General neoctings have been well dttonded but unfortunately there has
been o tendeney to combine socialising with the business scssion, With co-
operation from members, the business session can be kept short lecaving plenty
of tine for socialising after.

Finally I wish to thank the office bearcrs of T.C,C. for their work
during the past twelve months, for without their concerted cfforts, running
of the Club would have been nuch more difficult.

The forthecoming A.G.i. brings with it the clection of office bearers
for the following twelve nonths., Plcase think corcfully before ncninating
o nerber or casting a vote. I shell be aveilable for re-clection but duce o
study and other commitnents my time will be very linited anmd I consider it
advisable to clect a person with sparc tince to the position of President.

Stuart HNicholas,

Prcsident.

Plecase roncnber: T.C.C. LNTTUAL  GEIERLL  MEETING
UEDNESDAY, IIARCH 29, 8 P.I.,
iHlceting Room, ‘Yheatsheof Hotel.

Still available: " KARST IN  CHINA Y
at only § 12-00 per copy.

(For cvery copy sold $4 gocs to T.C,C. to
holp purchase gear).

(ould nainland purchascrs plcosce allow cxtra for posteoge costs. Weight of
book is 1488 guns.)

Interested - then contact: Therese Goede,
8 Bath Strect,
DATYERY POTET.
Tas. 7000,
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