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FORVAPJI PROGw.fl E. 

April 1 ,2  - ITEEKEND. IJole Creek, Vis i t s  t o  Croesus, Lynds and Honeycornbe 
Caves. Leaders: Roy Skinner and Zruce McIntosh. 

April 14-1 6 - \7EEItE?JD. (leave Fridaynight ) . The Federat ion of Tasmanian Bush- 
walking Clubs i s  arranging search and rescue pa r t i e s  t o  a 
number of arecs,  t o  t e s t  and improve radio communications. 
Cmtact B i l l  Bicholson f o r  lur-ther d e t a i l s .  

April 22 - SLlTUr&+lY. Day t r i p  t o  Volf Hole, Hastings. 
Leaders: S tu s l t  Iiicholas and Albert Goede. 

Nay 3. p--- yl%DBESDkY: 8 p.n. General Meeting, i n  the  Meeting Room, 
Khc?,-Ld?erLf Eotel, 314 Macquarie S t r ee t ,  South Hobart. 

IIOTICE IS G I F I t h a t  tfle new const i tu t ion required f o r  the  --- 
incorpcrction of the  club w i l l  be discussed. A copy of the  
d ra f t  i s  being sent i n  advance t o  a l l  voting members. 

July 15,16 - P- I7EI;:JX!TD: Stctte wide search and rescue seminar t o  be held at 
Bnddamas~rz. Contact B i l l  Tiicholson f o r  d e t a i l s .  

EDITORIAL. 

Another A.G.7,:. b a s  cone and gone and as  the  meeting elected Caroline 
Rees as the  new ed i to r  I did 20-l; expect t o  have t o  wr i te  mother  ed i to r i a l .  
However, Caroline had the  nisfo;:+,une of f s l l i n g  out of a lrombi van a t  Campbell- 
town on the  way back from a t r i p  to Hole Creek. Fortunately the  vehicle was 
s ta t ionary but suff ic ient  dcmag-l 773s in f l i c i ed  t o  put her  out of action a s  a 
wr i te r  and typ i s t  f o r  a fev r;eel:s. So, I 11,~ve the  honoar of ed i t i ng  t h e  f i r s t  
i ssue of our 13th year of pu'alicztion. 

The A.G.14. proved t? be a lone, hec t ic  and unpleasant a f f a i r .  Hopefully 
not soon t o  be repeated Ln the  c lub ' s  h is tory.  The ex i raord inuy  general meeting 
before the  AGM nas a very sl?c:t a f f a i r  as  no copies of the  d r a f t  const i tu t ion 
were made available e i t h e r  before o r  the  meeting. After some discussion t he  
chairman had no choice but t o  ' p o s t p o ~  a decision until t h e  IAay general meeting. 
A copy of t h e  proposed co_;s-tifu5on should have reached a l l  voting members by 
the  time they receive th in  i s sue  of the  Spiel .  . The business session of -ch2 G i \ I  produced a new corn i t t ee  t h a t  can be 
expected t o  work together i n  ha~mony i n  the  coming year. It was gra t i fy ing  t o  
see  so many new faces on t he  ne;? comit tee  especial ly  a s  the  decision was made 
t o  deal  with most of t he  c lub 's  bminess a t  cornit-tee l eve l  ra ther  than a t  
general meetings. This should e?labl.e us t o  make general meetings more in te res t -  
ing  t o  members i ~ i t h  oppor tmi t ies  f o r  informal- t a l k s  md s l i de s .  

Ve regret  t h a t  one r e t i r i n g  of f ice  bearer of the  club f e l t  it necessary 
t o  resign from club membership. -thank him f o r  the  services  he has rendered 
t o  t he  club during h i s  period of uenbei-ship. 

),leanwhile, it i~ vcl.1 t o  zcr>r;;lber t h a t  act ive  cavers a r e  the  l i f e -  
blood of my cEving s o c l e - 1 ~  md the  t r i p  reports  i n  t h i s  i s sue  indicate  t ha t  
there  i s  a good deal  of acti7se caving going on. Albert Goede. 
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( 2 )  Steve Pman. 

Representative: Alhert Goede. 
Auditor: Jack Berington. 

- - - - - - - - - - -  
SUBSCRIPT IOHS . 

They a r e  non OVERDUE. Menbers who remain unf inancis l  rill not be 
able  t o  vote a t  t he  ] h a y  General Idee-Ling and w i l l  not receive any Spiels  a f t e r  
t h i s  i ssue.  Plectse a s s i s t  t he  Treasurer and the  Eewsletter Editor by prompt 
payment of due S. 

Fu l l  members(over 18 years)  $4.00 plus ASF levy - $7-50. 
Family members 37.00 I I " - $10.50. 
Junior members $4. .OO 
Associate members $4.00 
Subscribers t o  Speleo Spiel .  54.00- 

Dues c m  be paid d i r e c t  t o  the  Treasurer o r  sent  t o  the  club box, 

P .O. .Box 416, Sandy Bay, 7005. 

CLUB NETIS. 

* Congratulations t o  Dave ancl Leanne Cook mith tlie b i A h  of t h e i r  dzugther 
Micki (hope -thatt  S t he  ri&t spe l l ing) .  The event ~ 7 n s  celebrated with 
due ceremony a t  the  Yheatshcaf Hotel. 

* t-SIC-F6dTION. Tony m d  Pat Culberg have resigned a s  uenbers of the  club. 

* PROSPECTIVE I.'il21BC11: -- Kask Fornood of 19 Cand.al1 S t r ee t ,  D y ~ y ~ l e ,  7005 
has been accepted ss e prospective member. Welcome t o  the  nob. 

* CHANGX OF ADDRESS: Don Levis, 7 I-Iarold S t r ee t ,  Stafford,  Queensland, 4053. 

* ADDRESSSES OF IJEW l!IBERS: Pave1 Ruzickn, 27 Corraiga Drive, Chigwell,7011. 
J u l i e  l h r sh ,  103 Brisbane St., Hobart, 7000. 

CAVE MUHBERING. . 
Peter  kiatther~s, a n e ~ b e r  of t he  A.S.F. Nomenclature Committee, 

has recently produced Discussion Docuncnt 110.2 deal ing n i t h  cave nunbering. 
No.1 dea l t  v i t h  naming md  rras prepared by Albert Goede. The ru l e s  suggested 
f o r  naming rrere published i n  the  l a s t  Sp ie l  ( K O .  132) . 

Pe tey f s  document i s  a very de ta i l ed  one consis t ing of 10 pages of 
s ingle  spaced A4. It i s  too lengthy t o  he r e y i n t e d  i n  -the Spiel  but should 
be read by a l l  those in te res ted  or involved i n  cave nunbering. A copy i s  being 
fornarded t o  every nember club of h.3.F. Club members r7ho rrish t o  examine 
the  docment should contact Albert Goede who cc% supply copies t o  those 



in teres ted.  

April,  1978. 

Cave Numbering - Ju l i u s  River. 

On 20th December, S tuar t  Nicholao cmcl nyself made a shor t  visit t o  t h e  
Ju l i u s  X v e r  area  south of t he  Lrthur River. The na tura l  arch rras v i s i t e d  and 
a l so  a number of small caves near the  Arch and betrreen there  and the  point  nhere 
the  stream sinks a t  t he  base of a high c l i f f .  One fea ture  nns numbered: 

J R  1 - natural  arch across the  J u l i u s  River some 130 metres upstream f r o m  t he  
streamsink. 

110 other caves nere nunbered because of a conbination of a blunt d r i l l  and very 
hard rock. 

The caves ne observed nere  a l l  very small and not worth another visit, 
However, the  scenery i s  very spectacular m d  n e l l  north seeing. 

For d e t a i l s  of -the crea see H a r ~ i s ,  Stephen (1975): Nerr Discovery: 
Caves of the  Ju l i u s  River, north-vestern 7asmmi2. Southern Caver 1 ( 1  ) , 9-tBi 

h lber t  Goede. 

King Island Sea Caves. 

During a recent visit t o  Ring Lslmd v i t h  Peter  Murrayrre rrere shorn 
the  l o c a l i t i e s  of two f o s s i l  sea  caves by Len S u l l i v m  of Pearsh~pe .  The caves 
were v i s i t ed  on Friday, 10th 1d~ta;rch and are  of i n t e r e s t  because both contain a 
considerable mount of cave decoration despi te  t he  f a c t  t h a t  they hzve not 
developed i n  limestone but i n  quar tz i t e .  A?pareatly t h e  l i n e  has been lemhed 
from the  overlying calcareous dunes a d  redeposited i n  t he  caves. Both a r e  
located along the high, rocky S .:,I. coast of t h e  i s l m d  between Catarz-qui Point 
md Surprise Point. 

The f i r s t  cave i s  reached v i c  Attrills Road and from there  south along 
t he  coast.  A steep c l inb  down leads t o  an ac t ive  sc.a c ~ v e  but soon a s teep 
sl ippery 4 metre high face  of old cave f i l l  i s  renched m d  beyond t h i s  point 
the  cave i s  not subject  t o  present day nave a t tack.  Some of t he  formations a r e  
qu i te  massive, oost  are  dark b rom due t o  the  high content of i ron  oxide. The 
cave reaches i n t o  the  ckrk zone. A t  t h e  f a r  end there  i s  nornally a s m a l l  pool 
i n  nhich small crus-kceans have bepn observed. On our v i s i t  the  pool nas dry. 
The cave hcs only been discovere2 i n  recent years =d i s  s t i l l  i n  c good s t a t e  
of preservation. Unfortunntely, a considerable nmber  of en-pty beer cans indi-  
ca te  t h a t  the cave js now n e l l  Icnovn t o  loca l  youth ,and i s  unlikely t o  remain 
i n  i t s  present s t a t e .  

The second cave i s  f u r t h e r  south not f a r  from n creek narked Caves 
Creek on the  nen King I s l m d  1:1000,000 map and i s  reached v i a  Seal Rocks Road. 
This cave i s  shor te r  LhLm the  f i r s t  one v i s i t ed .  It has becn knonn f o r  n much 
longer t i n e  m d  has becn badly vmdrdised r-rit1-1 a l l  the  nore de l i c a t e  formation 
broken o r  removed. It gives a f a i r  indica-Lion of the  fu ture  f a t e  of %he f i r s t  
cave unless it i s  protected.  

Some loca l  people, including Len Sull ivan,  arc  anxious t o  see t he  f i r s t  
cave gated t o  protect  it from vandalism. Honwer, t h e  problem i s  t o  f inance 
the project  a d  so f a r  nothing has been donc. 

The v i s i t s  nere i n t e r e s t i ng  t o  me because they shon t h a t  sea  caves 
developed i n  non-lirnestme rocks c m  contain a nea l t h  of fornat ion i f  ai source 
of lime i s  avr7ilable cbove the  cqve. IIore exploration of sea  ccves around t h e  
Tasmmian coast nay y i e ld  some ylcasant surpr i ses .  Albert Gocde . 

TRIP REPORTS . 
Tasmm Arch - Saturdcy, March 4, 1978. 
S tuar t  Wicholas, E i l i  iiicholson, Ross Bridges, Therese Goedc(TCC), C?lris Rath- 
b o n c ( ~ i t t o ) f r o n  Cm, plus others  nmes  ulmorm t o  me. 

It nas a lovely s u n i  day! S tuar t  m d  I r-rerc only an hour and a ha l f  
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l a t e .  The "covered naggon" a WO arr ived at t he  Arch s imi l tmeous ly  and 
t h e i r  occupmts i m e d i a t e l y  thren thenselves i n t o  fever i sh  a c t i v i t y  i . e .  ne 
s a t  in  t h e  sun m d  had a bren - it r e a l l y  nas a lovely ,  sunny day!! 

A s  t h e  b i l l y  boiled t h e  r ~ s t  arilived and joined i n .  Be s a t  i n  t h a t  
sun I ' ve  been mentioning, bcing enter ta ine2 by t he  l oca l  t r a i l  bike brigade. 
Then a strange t h ing  happend . . . . . a n e ~ b e r  of thc  par ty  was seen t o  va lk  
i n  t he  direction of Txman Arch carrying t h r ee  hundred f e e t  of bluenater .  

So na tu ra l ly  ne a l l  fo l lo r~ed  m d  seeing ne ncre  there  m y m y  and it 
rras such a sunny dcy nc popped dom t o  the  botton of t h e  Lrch f o r  a f e n  hours. 
Then ne prussicked up ( a  r e a l  breeze) so  ne could s i t  i n  t he  sun a d  have a 
bren. 

Useless f a c t  S tuar t  ascended i n  eleven miilutcs and descended i n  about 
f o r t y  n i m t c s  ! 

P.S. It 1535 L? LCVELY sunny day! 

17ARNING Tasmm Arch i s  a NatioliiL Park. BC f u r t he r  ';rips without p r i o r  
approval f ron  N.P.Yl.S. 

After  t h e  Arch, B i l l  a d  Co. vent  chasing nonen 1-hile Thercse, S tu s r t  
and I went chasing dolphins m d  scubn diving. Cbilst surf ncing I vas  c i rc led  
by a la rge  school of b ig  prcdctory f i s h .  Kecmms! they could have a t  l e a s t  
kept t h e i r  mouths shut and t h c i r  t e e t h  hidden!! 

Quote f ron S tuzr t :  "Ve appear t o  have a s l i g h t  snag ~ ~ i t h  t h e  ,anchor!" 

Wolf Hole - Monday, Narch 6 ,  1978. 

Pc te r  Dcmpsey m-d Ross Bridges(~C~,Sydney   ranch) ,md Thercse Goedc(TC~). 

A typ icn l  t r i p  - everybody i7ho s c id  they r~ould  sho~ i  up f o r  Midni@t 
Hole didn ' t !  Naturally nc couldn' t  f ind Kidnight, so Tliexse took Pc te r  and 
I t o  t h e  Bolf Hole. 

VC ascended the  s t t r c c t i v e  cntrznce p i t ch  i n  t he  dark, a f t e r  a quick 
t r i p  t o  t hc  lake.  Silhouetted i n  h i s  orm l i g h t ,  Peter  ascended t h c  ferny 
p i t ch  amongst t he  l i g h t s  of t h e  glow-norns - qui tc  a s igh t .  

Kubla Khan - Tuesday, March 7, 1378. 

Peter  Denpsey md Boss Sridges(?C~,Sydney  ranch) md Jms Horrc(~esident Cave 
Guide at liaracoopa Cave). 

Pctcr  and I mct J m s  a t  h i s  h ~ u s e  and a f t e r  a feii hours gear so r t i ng  
and r c s t i ng  ne proceeded t o  the  loncr  en-trmcc of 1:ubla lban. Br ief ly  - ne 
laddered the  en t rmce  p i t ch ,   detour^^ t o  thc  Pleasure Donc f o r  an hour o r  so 
and then continued on t o  t h e  Xanzdu Chmber 'mc1 t he  wonderful Forbidden City. 
We returned v i a  t he  l o i ~ e r  entrmcc a f t e r  10-1 hours underground. In te res t ing ly ,  
ne descended the  cntr,mce p i t ch  i n  t n i l i g h t  m d  ascended t h e  p i t ch  i n  f i rst  
l i g h t  of dam.  &ck at thc  ccvcrs hut ,  Jans h2d tiio l~ou r s  t o  c r t ch  h i s  breath 
before s t a r t i n g  nork f o r  t hc  day. 
Also - l /  The gate on the  caves uppcr entrance i s  unlocked s t i l l  c~ld  the  pad- 

lock i s  niss ing.  
2/ h f t e r  climbixg along t he  s t r e m m y  f ron  t h c  entrance,  the  r zy  on t o  

Cairn Ha11 i s  agains t  t h e  r i g h t  hmd n a l l  of t h e  s t rcxxmy.  The nore 
obvious route up over t he  l o m s t  sec t ion  of t h e  f loautone bencath 
the  Pleasure Donc has caused unneccsscry dmage t o  t he  f loastone.  
I suggest t h a t  t he  correct  routc should bc mrlrcd r i t h  r e f l e c t i ve  
tape. 

3/ The bo l t s  on t he  f1or;stonc climb a t  t h e  ei:d of Cairn Hall arc  a b i t  
loose and a r e  a l i t t l e  un-nerving. 

4/ Bcyond the  f locs tonc it i s  not  read i ly  obvious vhcre t o  start  climb- 
ing  up toward t h e  Xanadu Chmber . Once again pcoplc havc becn c lkb j -ng  
un-ncccescrily on decoration, probcbly Ensure i;bere t o  stsrt the  
climb. To reduce dmcge t o  lovely vh i t c  shauls m d  f lo r~s tone  e tc .  
I th ink it i s  time t h a t  t h e  correct  routc  f ron  t h c  top of thc  flm- 
stone climb t o  the  X m d u  Chamber be a lso  msrkcd rritl? r e f l e c t i ve  
tape ,  cs has becn done through t he  Forbidden Cj.-by. 

5/ I f ind  it hard t o  understand t h e  thou&-tleosness of pcoplc 17210 t r m p  



muddy boot p r i n t s  across t h c  g l i t t e r i n g  Pleasure Done f l omtone .  This has  happen- 
ed once again. I m not sure i f  t h c  czve i s  ccpzblc of repz i r ing  t h i s  damage. 
I f  t he  club f e e l s  t h a t  fu tu re  n a t c r  f l 0~7s  T r i l l  not  efficiently renove t he  mud, 
a small scrubbing par ty  should e n t e r  the  Plcasure Dome md  give t he  poor old 
Khan a hand t o  clcan up. To help p rcvc~i t  f n r t hc r  boot-tramping dmage t o  the  
Plcasure D O I ~ ~ C  2 m a l l  not ice  nit11 nording sj.l.5lar t o  - "Boots off  before cntcr- 
i ng  Plcasure Done" could be erected.  
6 /  I ,m convinccd t h c t  t h c  b t m t y  of t h i s  cave sys tcn a d  i t s  su scep t i b i l i t y  

t o  dmagc (~?.ccidcnt21 o r  otheriiisc) ~ r a r r m t s  e f f ec t i ve  ga t ing  of both 
entrances. Thc club ahould nork c loscly  n i t 5  l:.P.'J.S. t o  t h i s  end. Access 
must be r c s t r i c t cd  t o  sr!all p z r t l e s  rrith expcrienccd l t a d c r s  who a re  cpprecia- 
t i v e  of t he  s u b t c r r m e m  scenery. Pleczsc, no m r e  t r i p s  ~ i i t h  large ,  inexperienc- 
cd p c r t i c s  - f o r  the  sake of Ihbla  Iolm. 

Splash Pot - Thursday, Narch 9, 1978. 

Pe te r  Denpscy m d  Ross Bridges. 

A pleasant 9 hour t r i p  i n  c very g ro t ty  cave. Actually the  roped pitch- 
es  nerc qu i tc  intc>rest ing,  but t hc  hor izon ta l ,  sgueezy, muddy s t u f f  ncar t he  
explorat ion l i m i t  i s  uninspiring t o  say t he  l c s s t .  

I nmaged t o  c l i nb  sGme 2 nc t r c s  up h c r c  the  small s t r c m  drops i n t o  
t he  nain r i f t ( j u s t  bclon the  bottom p i t c h ) .  Iklaycd f ron  a beaut i fu l  knob of 
rock, I t r a v ~ r s c d  a f cn  f e e t  nhere I could see t h ~ t  from then on it was a l l  
"ninety degrccs due up". 

Tlic only prospcct f o r  f u r t h e r  cxplorat ion appears t o  be along t he  
streammy a f t e r  a b i t  of hmcr ~rork .  Y%xIlr.s t o  Ekx f o r  keeping m eye on us 
and ensuring i ie r t t u m c d  ts  t he  Eoncstcad i n  one piece. 

A l l  t he  repor t s  t o  this point  by Ross Bridges. 

JF  99 - -- Thc Chairran - l l , l 2tl1 ahrch, 1 978. 

Advancc Party: Stuur t  Licholas, Eoss lhmsfield,  Ross Bridges (TCC)  Davc Buck- . . 
inghm(iliv. of Rccrmtion) . 

Support Party: Jcnny Buckinghm, Anthony LIcrgm. (Prosp . ) 
An ear ly  start  by most people f in ished i n  a l 2 t c  start nhcn 25% of t he  

par ty  f c i l e d  t o  a r r i ve  a t  t h e  hn.lan1s place.  This Iras eventually fouid t o  be 
t he  f a u l t  of Telecom Austrc l ia  s i c cc  t h e i r  e l e c t r i c  j ing l ing  t j l k i n g  cornmuni- 
ca t ion apparatus nas nalfunctioning.  The 257; concernc-d vras f i n a l l y  tracked 
dorm a t  t he  I-Iones-t cad. 

Aftcr  t he  u s u d  gear so r t i ng  ceremony a t  t h c  road end, what must be 
close t o  a record t i n e  f o r  t he  walk i n  d t h  h c a e  packs nns s e t  a t  45 ninutcs ,  
The entrance ? i t ch  nas soon rigged with Ross &idgcsf 91m Bluenatcr rope t i e d  
off  a t  t h e  30n polnt .  Eventually a l l  four  i n  t he  par ty  assembled 2.t the  (very 
lon)  s t rcan  where excess gear na3 remvcd and prcparztions mCde t o  push explora- 
t i o n  as f a r  a s  poss ible .  Xo surveying \;as plLmnc-d, j u s t  o push dormstrem. 

Froc! t h e  limit of t h e  survey ne nere  i n  unl-norm t e r r i t o r y  s ince  ne i the r  
Mike nor B i l l  who cxplored beyond thp-t point  m r c  on t h i s  t r i p .  As ~ 7 e  grovelled 
on along t he  dry s t reau~ray , the  t a l u s  wider A i c h  a e  rie r e  c r m ~ l i n g  began t o  
look clecidcdly h a i r y  - huge blocks being j a ~ n e d  by small rocks i n  t he  diverging 
spaces bctrrecn then.  Onc of ten  had t o  n r iqg lc  around o r  under these "chock 
rocks", t he  ends of rihich stuck out i n t o  the  s t r c m a y  - r a t he r  l i k e  t he  
detonator used t o  f i r e  a charge of gc l igp i te !  

ii very rough CS-tinate put t he  fu r t he s t  point  reached at about l50 t o  
200 n. from thc' end of t he  survc-y but t h i s  c o ~ d d  be qu i t e  iiiaccurate. GJhen our 
courage rm out a large  ca i rn  rras b u i l t  t o  m r k  tbc  l i m i t  of cxplorat ion along 
t he  s t r c m m y  . 

On the  iiay back m clinbc? up onto t he  top  of the  t a l u s  m d  f ~ u n d  a 
couple of ca i rns  l e f t  by B i l l  a d  IIike on the  prcvious t r i p .  Although a p i t ch  
off  the  edge of the  t a l u s  ncs found md. desccndcd t o  y ie ld  a ncg,.;tivc- r e s u l t ,  
subscqucnt discussion rrith 2 i l l  and Edj.1~ ind ica tes  t h z t  it nay not  have been 
t h e  one they found. Only furJcher explorat ion n i l 1  resolve t h i s  mystery. 

Morc grovel l ing cvcn-tually got us back t o  thc  brcv chmber 2t t he  foo t  
of the  pi tches  uherc several  cups of coffee and soup rrcre rapidly  consumed and 



cnjoyed by 211. ;L n inor  o r g m i z c t i o n n l  h i t c h  ~ r h i l c  d c r i g g h g  on t h e  way out 
rras t h e  cause of onc t c r y l c n e  rope being n i t  r;ith a  rock and c u t  par t ly-  through. 

Af t c r  c f a i r l y  hard t:relvc hours  underground f o u r  g r o t t y  2nd discourag- 
cd cavcrs  I-{ith no baclcsides i n  t h e i r  o v c r a l l s  a r r i v e d  back on t h e  sur facc  t o  be 
n e t  n i t h  cups of cofYw servcd up by jcnny m d  h t h o n y .  

Notes: ( 1 )  The f a r  rcachcs of t h e  s'cremiiay look lilcc thcy  could f lood  i n  
heavy r a i n .  

(2) Unlcss you a r c  very  bravc ( o r  nad) do no t  at tempt t o  nego t i a t e  t h c  
S t r c m i j a y  beyond a vcry narroiy cons- t r ic t ion  around m o b s t r u c t i n g  
rock ( y o u ' l l  knon it nhcn you s e c  it). 

( 3 )  ~ ~ ~ l o r a t i o n  possibilities s t i l l  c x i s t  i;l t h e  b i g  c h u b c r  abovc t h c  
t a l u s  m d  a l s o  do ims t rcm ( s e c  ( 2 )  above). Othcr h igh  l c v c l s  nay 
s t i l l  bc discovcrcd.  

S t u a t  Bicholcs .  

KHAZfiO "DOOW - Saturday, Lhrch 25, 1978. 
(anothcr  s l a c k  t o u r i s t  t r i p  us ing  thosc  f , m t a s t i c  cyc-bolts)  

Ross Bridges (TCC-S.Bch.), Pc-Lcr Robcrtson, Daryl Carr, Milcs  ~ i c r c e ( ~ S A )  and 
Ph i l  ~ u t c h c s o n ( V i c . )  

Surface p a r t y  and o the r  pilccrs. 
S t u a r t  Nicholas,  B i l l  Nicholson, P c t c r  ~ c s ~ ~ s e y (  Syclncy ) , Stcvc Annan, 

Lec Hmlon, and Ani t i a (Vic to r i a . )  

Vllc cn tcrcd  t h e  c m e  a t  about midday, reaching  t h c  90 f t .  p i t c h  v i a  
t h e  Scrpcntinc rout= .  Stcvc,  Lcc and S t u a r t  c,mc as f a r  a s  t h i s  p i t c h .  Would 
you be l icvc  S i u a r t  - onc of t h?  ferr Tas~;zanlws on t h e  - t r ip  mi! a pionccr  i n  
t h e  exploration of K.D. - go t  l o s t  i n  t h C  Scrpentinc P a s s s ~ ; e .  

Hours l a t c r  t h ?  f o u r  Vic to r i ans  and i i~ysclf  rcachccl t h c  s t r c m i i , ~  af- 
t c r  a b s e i l i n g  t h c  90, 3 C  m d  70 f t .  p i  tchcs.  Thc V.S.A. uscd thosc  funny 
cavc-ring-things a s  an a b s c i l i n g  dcvicc ,and I used a rack.  Bcforc ne rczchcd 
the  first t i a t c r f a l l  pi-tcli nc  discovcrcd m uncur l ing ,  g e m ,  f e r n  frond grom- 
i n g  i n  s o ~ l c  organic s c d i n m t  - hon m d  rrhy? It s u r c  i s  a  l ovc ly  strc,mnay - 
c l c a r  rushing  n a t e r  and beautiful c l e m ,  grey l i m s t o n c .  

We laddcrcd t h c  n e t t e s t  p i t c h e s  ancl absc i l ed  t h e  r e s t .  IJ i lcs  
Darryl rc turncd  t o  i n v c s t i g a t c  t h c  S c r p c ~ t i n c -  Passzgc a f t e r  coning h a l f m y  
along t h e  s t r c m a y  ;-rh.ilc P c t c r  , P h i l  a;nd'nysclf continued t o  t h e  brew chamb- 
c r  above t h c  f i n a l ,  d ry  135 f t .  p i t c h  i g t o  t h e  erid chamber. P h i l  and I hzd a 
quick t r i p  t o  t h c  bottor,  chmbcr  cad ~ : ~ m d c r c d  around f o r  a  rrhi le .  Thc na te r -  
f a l l  dropping i n t o  t h i s  l a r g e  chzrdxr providcs a  mcnorzblc spec tcc l e .  A s  t l ~ c r c  
nc rc  people s t r c im a11 through t h c  cavc nc cpulcln't s t a y  long so  TIC soon 
i-rhistled up t h e  Blucvratcr. P h i l  b icyc led ,  w h i l s t  1 could b c s t  be dc.scribcd as 
a Trog with a Clog doing t h c  Frog. This  p i t c h  i s  t h c  e a s i c s t  i n  t h e  cave by 
t h e  Zay. 

Ve rc turncd  up t h c  s t r c a ~ i i a y  c o l l e c t i n g  g e a r  and people on t h c  Tray. 
Apparently Milcs hnd bcc-n givcn a  ~ d ~ i s t l c  f o r  Eas tcr !  Tle f i n a l l y  encrgcd i n t o  
t h c  cold n i g h t  at 3 2.m. n f t c r  a ncrr slorr rccord t r i p  of f i f t c c n  hours .  B i l l ,  
S t u a r t ,  P c t c r  and A n i t i s  had a f i r e  mcl a brcii on - beauty! 

I w a s  very inprcsscd  by Darryl s s ~ o o t h  b i c y c l i n g  asccnt  of t h c  90 f t .  
p i t c h .  This  p russ i ck ing  ncthod scccs  very sclooth(;;i._cn done properly) ancl has 
l e s s  j e rk ing  c f f c c t  on t h e  rope than  f rogging .  It ncs n i c c  n c c t i n g  t h c  V.S.A. 
v i s i t o r s  - a g r e a t  bunch of blokcs. 

. . . . 1'13 o f f  t o  Syrlncy non a f t e r  mot l i c r  successful t r i p .  A thousand 
t h d s  t o  S t u a r t  m d  h i s  5ad ( i r i th  a  c a p i t n l  ' D ' ) ,  Thercsc and Jms HOWC 
(i\!aracoopa ~ u i d c )  , f o r  a l l  t h c i r  he lp .  

TO ALL T.C . C . ' s  - Pleasc  look a f t e r  Kcbla iChm, it i s  a vcry  s p e c i a l  place! - 
Ross Bridges. 

P.S. Quote from S t u a r t :  Thc ,anchor sccns t o  have snagged, by some incred-  
i b l c  FLUIE. - - - - - - - - -  

* A no te  of th,ullrs has  bccn rcccivcd from Pa t  and Tony Culberg f o r  t h c  c a d  
s e n t  congrntu lz t ing  then  on t h c  a r r i v a l  of t h e i r  son Jcrcny . 



, Spcleo Sp ie l .  30.133. Pzge 7. 

T .C .C .  Gccr L i s t  - IIarch, 1978. 
. . 

IEADERS 

Thin v i r e  1 X 8 f-t .  
2 x 6 f t .  

Thick vrirc 2 X 10 P t .  
1 X 10 f t .  (ns.  C-l inks)  . 
1 X 15& f t .  

April ,  1978. .- 

LN>DERS 1 X 25 f t .  .- 15 inch rung spacing - s t a i n l e s s  s t e e l  ~ i r e .  
1 X 14 ft .  - 10 iach rung spacing - pre  1971, Club made. 
1 X 23 f t .  - 10 inch 
1 x 30 f t .  - 10 inch 
1 X 14 f t .  - 12 inch 
1 X 13 f t .  - 12 inch 
1 X 30 f t .  - 72 inch 
4 X 912. - 12 i m h  
1' X 30 f t .  - 12 inch 

ROPES 

Laid ~ope(By1on) 1 X 120 f t .  
1 X 1.05 f t .  
1 X 72 f t .  
1 X 23 f t .  
I  X 20 f t .  
1 X 70 f t .  
1 X 3 5  f t .  
1 X 27 f t .  
1 X 38 f t .  
1 X 22 f t .  

11 I I  - 1971, nade by Club. 
l 1  11 I  l 11 I1  l 1  

I  I  11 I  I  - I 1  11 I1  

11 11 - 1977, I t  M U 

I t  11 - Bofirrick n d e .  

Spinnaker Cord ( ~ e r y l e i i e )  
1 X 90 f t .  
1 X 60 f t .  
1 x 55 f t .  
1 x 34 f t .  SET ropc 

1 X 68 f t .  (dacagcd) A l l  p r iva te ly  
3lncl.mtcr I1 (;Tylon) 

1 x 125 f t .  (dr,nagcd) ormed by a 
- 

1 X 135 f t .  group of club 
1 X 155 f t .  
1 X 140 f t .  nmbers  . 

1 X 

l ' x  
n X 
3 x 
8 X 

3 X 

6 X 

I X 

4 x 
6 X 

15m 

Oldhm-!Beat cap lLmp (ncw battcrjr)  
I I 11 cap l ~ n p  c h ~ ~ r g c r  ( 7  s t a t i o n s )  

s p l i t  tube ropc p ru tcc to r s  
mat typc ropc p ro tec to r s .  
n a t  typc canvas "Jcrry" ropc p ro tec tc r s  
izddcr bags - 2 v i r J ~ u a l l y  ~ s c l c s s .  
arny packs 
bo l t ing  kit,: hLmmr, s t a r d r i l l s ,  4-1' loxin ,  cycbolt ,  rock bo l t s ,  hangers. 
carbide l m p s  ,and spares ,  p lus  p ,v ts  of old l m p s ,  2nd carbide. 
hc lne t s  - a l l  uscable but some only just. 
of f i r ehosc  t o  nclkc "Jcrry" ropc p ro tec to r s .  

Sevcrnl shor t  lengths of rope of n i sc .  s i z e .  

Gear a t  1:iayLcna 

Club-uade 3 x 30 f t .  naclil. i n  197 1 . 
1 X 12 f t .  nac1.c p r i o r  t o  1971. 

Boiivri ck 2 x 30 f t .  
1 x 20 f t .  

1,II S CELLmlEOUS Header 1 X 8 f t .  (no C-links) . 
1 X 6 ft. 1971. 

Ropc . 1 x 105 f t .  
l  X 117 f t .  

a\TD OM gear  bag. 
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SEARCH AND RESCUE OF31 CER ' S TEF'Ol?i!, 

I havc enjoyed norking a s  sczrch m d  rcscuc o f f i c e r  thcsc  p a s t  f i v e  
of: s i x  months d t h o u g h  I was disnaycc? a t  sonc r e sen t  hass l c s  going on wi th in  
t h c  club l a t e l y .  

To c l e a r  up any d ~ u b t s  about t i e  cance l l a t ion  of t h e  S & R p r a c t i c e  
rescue on t h e  l s t  Apr i l ,  I r r i l l  t r y  t o  expla in  again.  Insuf-Ycicnt  no t i ce  nas 
given nhich r e su l t ed  i n  poor orgazizot ion ,  m d  inad-equate support  from both 
clubs.  So f o l l o n i n g  a ncc-tiiig ni-th S C: R o f f i c e r s   fro^ S.C.S. it was decided 
t o  postpone t h e  excerc isc  u i l t i l  l z t e  Ifay. L con?ii;tc~c hos non bccn forncd 
bctnccn S .C.S. ,and T.C .C. t o  - k c k l e  t h c  f ortlxolzing rcscuc.  

I f  you a r e  i n t o r e s t e d  i n  part&-ing i n  a cove sc,vch mcl rcscuc excr- 
c i s c ' n h e r c  you n i l1  lcam- techniques m d  e z i n  i n f o n x t i . c n  m d  cxpcricncc on a 
f i r s t  hand b a s i s  then  conc along. Pleasc keep l o t c  Ihy  f r e c  of a l l  oeckend 
c o m i t n e n t s  . Thc rescue gea r  f m i l i a r i z a  Lion n igh t  i n  tl1c po l i ce  ea r sec  vas  
n c l l  at-tcndcd by nenbers of  both c lubs  l a t e  12s-t year  r e l a t i o n s  betncen 
both c lubs  a r c  non bet-her, i n  p a r t i c u l a r  ; ; i th scasch m d  rczcuc. Thcre havc 
bccn a fc-ii c losc  c2,lls t h i s  yczr ,  such a s  ~rhcn t h e  northern t r i b e  p i l g r m i g c d  
i n t o  IChazad-dun 17herc a g i r l  cane perilously c lose  t o  beconing a s t a t i s t i c  
from hypothernla. :?he g i r l  obviously lacked t h e  necessary expericncc and cx- 
p c r t i s e  needed t o  tackle t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  problen. 

T h ~ t  las t  "c lose  c a l l "  rrns of a type  t h a t  should not  hcve happcncd 
and one uhich c m  be avoided provided onc t akes  t h e  ncccssary precautions.  

Hovrevcr, t h c r e  i s  a l s o  t h e  type of inc iden t  over vrliich no-one has 
m-y con t ro l ,  such as f a l l i n g  rocks md loose  t a l u s  blocks l i k e  those  encount- 
ered i n  Thc Chairman. Thcse 2rc c a l l c d  ob jec t lvc  dangers. I l though t h e  s a f e t y  
aspect  of v e r t i c a l  ca r ing  has inproved i n  t h e  c lub  la-bcly, 1 c m n o t  say t h e  
s m e  f o r  ho r i zon ta l  caving. Looking b2ck t o  a recent  t r i p  gave ne e r c a t  con- 
cern f o r  t h e  s a f e t y  of t h c  t f n  o r  so juniors  bccausc of t h c  inailequate leader-  
sh ip  I cncountcred on t h a t  t r i g .  

I be l ievc  it i s  t i n e  t h c  club 1ool;cd i c t o  l c a d c r s  m d  thosc  a c t i n g  
as l eadc r s  involved with j v n i x s  i n  LW at- tcnpt  t o  rcducc t h e  umcccsaary  
r i s k s  t&.cn undergrowlcl l a t e l y .  

Enough of t h i s  raving.  "Outdoor Equipneiit" generously donatcd -the 
use of a dozen a l l o y  s n q l i n k s  f o r  t e s t i n g  ~ux1.crgrcund axd t h e  T.C.A.E. 
r e s u l t s  should be out soon. 

Also i n  t h ~  f u t u r e ,  hopeful ly ,  ncnbcrs r;i l l  have t h c  opportunity t o  
partake i n  c l i f f  rcscuc exe rc i ses  a d  t r 8 i n i n g  n i & t s  i r i t h  cave rcscuc gear .  

B i l l  ITicholson, 

Search 2nd Rcscuc Cf f i cc r .  


