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r FORWARD PROGRAMME 

June 10,11 - WEEKEND: 

June 17,18 - WEEKEND: 

June 21 - WEDNESDAY: 

July  5 - WEDNESDAY: 

HMC l k i p .  Maydena. Caves y e t  t o  be decided. 
Leader. Bruce McIntosh. 

- - 

Florent ine  Area. Sport ing Cave, Gormanghast. 
Leader. B i l l  Nicholson . 
Committee Meeting, 8 p.m. i n  t h e  meeting 
room, Wheatsheaf Hotel,  314 Macquarie S t .  

General Meeting, 8 p.m., meeting room, 
Wheatsheaf Hotel,  314 Macquarie S t .  Sth.  
Hobart. 

Af ter  t h e r e  w i l l  be a showing o f  s l i d e s  by Bruce and a 
f i l m  "Caves i n  Japanese K a r s t "  by Roy. 

July 15,16 - WEEKEND: S E R Seminar. Two Volunteer o f f i c e  bearers  
requi red  t o  a t tenZ along with B i l l  G Pavel.  
Contact B i l l  Nicholson. 

July 22,23 - WEEKEND: Mole Creek Area. Contact Bruce McIntosh. 

September 16 - SATURDAY: This da te  has been s e t  f o r  t h e  Annual 
Dinner. It has been suggested t o  hold it a t  t h e  
Matra Restaurant .  A i l  o t h e r  suggest ions welcome. 

Annual Tr ip  - P o s s i b i l i t i e s  w i l l  be discussed a t  t h e  next  General 
Jan. 1979 Meeting. Ideas a r e  Franklin River, Vanishing Fa l l s .  

A l l  o the r  suggest ions welcome. . 

EDITORIAL 

F i r s t l y  apologies t o  Dave Barry who is  n o t  a prospective member, as 
s t a t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  Sp ie l ,  he is i n  f a c t  a junior  member. 

The l a s t  month appears t o  have been a f a i r l y  a c t i v e  month. With 
Operation Womguana which proved t o  be success fu l  and a l l  problems a r e  
now being discussed.  There have a l s o  been o t h e r  t r i p s .  

. More A r t i c l e s  of  I n t e r e s t  a r e  Needed t o  Add t o  t h e  Reading of  This - YOUR Newsletter.  

CLUB EWS 

Elect ion o f  a P u b l i c i t y  Officer w i l l  be conducted a t  t h e  next  General 
Meeting. The Committee w i l l  d i scuss  poss ib le  nominations. A l l  
nominations welcome, p lease  forward these  t o  t h e  Committee o r  General 
Meeting. 

Welcome t o  Mark Forwood who is now a junior  member. Also t o  Lindy Dew 
Anetia Wilson (VAA) who have become prospective members. 

. ./2 
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CLUB NEWS cont.  

Congratulations to. Muscles who broke t h e  record by inch i n  passing 
through SCS' squeeze bar .  

AUSTRALIAN CAVE COUNT SUMMARY 
-. 

Compiled by Peter  Matthews, A.S.F. Convenor of  Ad Hoc Committee on 
Cave Documentation, a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  A.S.F. Natianal  Heritage Assessment 
Study. (18th October, 1977). 

S t a t i s t i c s  on a s t a t e  b a s i s  ex t rac ted  from cave summary forms: 

S t a t e  Caves Other Karst Tota l  Tota l  Passage 
Numbered Features N m e r e d  Numbered Length (M) 

NSW 1168 265 1433 55,571++ 
V I C  420 2 3 44 3 26,400 
QLD 463 77 540 52,321++ 
SA 289 128 417 38,859++ 
WA 5 31 196 72 7 40,00C)++ 
TAS 5 36 72 608 71,554++ - 
NT 40 - 40 4 ,OOO++ 

Totals  3447 761 4208 289.705++ 

S t a t e  No. of  Caves Tota l  Length Percentage Percentage 
Greater Than of these  Caves of  Caves o f  pass- 
1 km i n  length  (metres) age length  

NSW 12 26,711 3'? 19 
V I C  5 6,980 12 9 
QLD 10 22,135 13 18  
SA 11 22,500 8 14 
WA 9 23,611 16 14 
TAS 17 44,891 16 25 
NT 2 3,525 1 1 

Totals  6 6 150,353 100 100 

(Communicated by: Albert Goede.) 

The information i s  r a t h e r  incomplete a s  many caves i n  a l l  s t a t e s  
have not  been surveyed. Passage length  is based on those caves 
f o r  which it is  known o r  estimated. 

Although Tasmania only has 3% o f  Aus t ra l i a ' s  population it is  r a t h e r  
wel l  o f f  f o r  caves. Tasmania has 16% of Aus t ra l i a ' s  caves and no t  
less than 25% of  t h e  t o t a l  cave passage length  of 289 kilometres r 
recorded f o r  Austral ian Caves. Of t h e  66 caves known i n  Aust ra l ia  
which have a passage length  i n  excess o f  1 kilometre,  not  less than 
17 (26%) a r e  located  i n  Tasmania. Tasmania's p c s i t i o n  is probably 
even b e t t e r  than s t a t i s t i c s  ind ica te  a s  we a r e  l i k e l y  t o  have a 
smaller proport ion o f  our caves surveyed than most mainland s t a t e s .  

Not shown i n  these  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  t h e  f a c t s  t h a t  Tasmania has - - -  
Aust ra l i a ' s  longest  cave (Exi t  Cave, Ida Bay) while ou t  of  t h e  15 
deepest caves i n  Aust ra l ia  not  l e s s  than 13 a r e  loca ted  i n  our  s t a t e .  

Albert Goede. 

TRIP REPORTS 

Florentine - Upper Tiger Area - Sunday Apri l  23rd. 
Party: Max J e f f r i e s ,  Steve Annan, Anne Parker,  Jenny Annan. 

F i r s t  s top  w a s  No. l1 Road t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  two holes reported.  
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TRIP REPORTS (contd.) 

These two holes turned ou t  t o  be t h e  entrances t o  what seemed t o  be .a 
f a sc ina t ing  cave, incorporat ing approx. 400 f t .  of passage. 

We entered by t h e  smal ler  cf t h e  two holes and dropped down i n t o  a 
stream passage which we pushed a s  f a r  a s  2oss ib le  i n  both d i rec t ions .  
Steve went out  t o  look a t  t h e  o ther  entrances.  This entrance looks 
t o  be very much l i k e  "Se t t l e r  Cave", s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  entrance of  
Bureccia Ridge Cave. 

This would be t h e  l a r g e s t  cave found so  f a r  i n  t h e  Upper Tiger Area. 

N2xt we drove t o  t h e  newly burnt  a rea  between Settlement and Leo 
Thorne's Rd., ( j u s t  before Beginners Luck Reserve). 

Here w e  found two caves. The first a stream passage approx. 400 f t .  
long but  not f u l l y  explored. The passage had some very i n t e r e s t i n g  
f o s s i l s  embedded i n  t h e  walls  most o f  which appeared t o  be some s o r t  
of l a r g e  sea  s n a i l  and s h e l l s .  

The o the r  cave (which i s  alongside JF 87) contained two s i z a b l e  
chambers and some p r e t t y  formations i n  approx. 120 f t .  of  passage. 

Anne Parker E Max Jeffries 
-C,- 2 

Bone P i t  - Saturday 8th  Apri l  ( l a t e  r e p o r t )  
Party: Leaders Max J e f f r i e s  & P h i l i p  Voss. Prospective members 

Geoff Fisher,  Sue Feeney, Chris G Diana Davies. 

Party a r r ived  a t  Maydena 10 O'clock. After in t roduct ions  we 
f i n a l l y  headed f o r  t h e  cave. On a r r i v i n g  a t  a l a r g e  double t r e e  
t h a t  had f a l l e n  over Crisps Road and been a source of  annoyance f o r  
severa l  years ,  promptly removed it and the  3/4 m i l e  walk no longer 
e x i s t s .  

We rigged a ladder  a t  t h e  entrance p i t c h  then d id  a quick Cooks Tour 
of  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  cave, then back t o  t h e  p i t ch .  P h i l i p  by t h i s  
time was complaining about f e e l i n g  cold and headed f o r  t h e  g lor ious  
sunshine. 

Geoff, Chris and Diana headed f o r  t h e  bottom, Sue and I belaying 
between sh ive rs  i n  t h e  cold  draught t h a t  predominated. Due t o  an 
overs ight  i n  r igg ing  we had t o  uncouple t h e  ladders  and lower these  
down another 25 f t .  t o  reach t h e  bottom. They caved warm and happy 
while Sue E I shivered f o r  some 2% hours. Gear and people success- 
f u l l y  returned t o  t h e  surface  t o  f i n d  Vossy as leep  a f t e r  devouring 
h i s  and my lunch. We then re turned t o  Maydena. Geoff, Sue, Chris 
and Diana decided t o  jo in  T.C.C. 

Max J e f f r i e s  

Florent ine  Area - Sunday 6th  May 
Party: Max J e f f r i e s ,  ~ e o f f   ish her, Sue Feeney, Chris  E Diana 

Davies . 
The object ive  of  t h i s  t r i p  was t o  look over t h e  burnt  a reas  o f  t h e  
Florent ine  and number caves previously found a f o r t n i g h t  before 
( see  Anne Parker ' s  r e p o r t ) .  

Arriving a t  t h e  cave and m e  being t h e  hero t h a t  I am s e n t  them down 
alone t o  have a look, a f t e r  g iv ing a b i t  of scan t  knowledge of  t h e  
cave. This is  now No. 150, number i n t a c t .  (upper l e v a l  ent rance) .  
Hearing muffled no i ses  below me, I now decided t o  e n t e r  t h e  cave and 
see how they were going. Catching up a s  they were pushing up t h e  
stream passage which w e  had previously thought too  t i g h t ,  they had 
found a by-pass. Although t i g h t  they were determined t o  push on, I 
knew t h a t  t h i s  would l i n k  up with another entrance Steve Annan E 
I had inves t igated  before,  so  I nicked back with another number, 151, 
and had it a f f i x e d  before four  p o t t y  cavers appeared out  t h e  
entrance.  I then showed them t h e  easy way i n .  . . /4 
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TRIP REPORTS (contd.)  

A s  time was sneeking by I reserved No. 152 which i n  due course I ' l l  
f i x  on t h e  Ray Youd entrance.  Suggested name (Gibra l t a r  Cave) 
s i t u a t e d  i n  a l a r g e  out  cropping rock. 

After  lunch we went t o i n v e t e a  cave I ' d  found t h e  previous day 
i n  t h e  a r e a  where I am f e l l i n g  timber. (Lower Tiger Area). This 
turned out  t o  be b e t t e r  than expected. Its a cave i n  a c l i f f  face  
r i g h t  a t  t h e  waters edge on t h e  Florentine River, s u b j e c t  t o  some 
f looding a t  high water.  Q u i t e  an i n t e r e s t i n g  cave with some f a i r  
formation, cave c r i c k e t s ,  f rogs ,  spielers, approx. 170 f t .  o f  passage- 
going round i n  a complete loop with o f f  shoots  which a r e  e i t h e r  too  
narrow o r  blocked with mud. Af ter  doing t h e  c i r c u i t  you d iscaver  
a dayl ight  hole only t o  discover i ts  t h e  one you came i n .  This 
cave I numbered 153 on Monday. Sugzested nane Loop Cave. We 
then had a look a t  104 and 107 and needless t o  say once again  we 
did  no t  ge t  t o  t h e  burnt  a rea .  

Max J e f f r i e s .  

Mystery Creek Cave (Entrance Cave) Ida  Bay - Saturday 6 th  May. 
Party:  Albert Goede ( l e a d e r ) ,  Bruce McIntosh, Ian Gothard, Pavel 

Ruzicka, Mark Forwood, Alex TubL and N.S.W. v i s i t o r  Linda 
Fullex (member o f  M.U.S.T.G.) 

We met a t  Franklin Square a t  B a.m. i n  d r i z z l y  r a i n .  A s  t h e  co- 
l eader  had pul led  out  t h e  day before  nnd t h e  weather i n  any case  
d i d  no t  promise very p leasant  condi t ions  f o r  going down t h e  Wolf 
Hole we agreed t o  change t h e  venue t o  Ida Bay. A t  Huonville we 
stopped t o  c o l l e c t  Linda who had made q u i t e  su re  of no t  being 
overlooked by d isplaying he r  caving helmet on t h e  roof  of  a car. 

When we a r r i v e d  a t  Ida  Bay we psrked t h e  c a r s  below Yhe quarry 
and headed f o r  t h e  cave along t h e  o ld  rai lway embankment. We 
were ?leased t o  reach t h e  entrance and ge t  out  o f  t h e  r a i n .  There 
had obviously not  been enough r a i n  t o  r a i s e  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  stream 
and t h e  cave was q u i t e  dry.  

A s h o r t  d i s t ance  i n s i d e  where t h e  stre2m disappears  from t h e  main 
cavern everybody except the  l e a d e r  went down t o  have a look a t  t h e  
w a t e r f a l l  and then fol low the  stream down f o r  some dis tance .  

Next we went through t h e  t a l u s  t o  t h e  f i n a l  chamber. Severa l  of  
t h e  pa r ty  had a good l o ~ k  a t  t h e  r o c k f a l l  blocking t h e  end o f  t h e  
cave but  t h e  only discovery was a l i b e r a l  quan t i ty  o f  s t i c k y  mud. 
The l e a d e r  had some t roub le  f ind ing  t h e  way back through t h e  rock- 
f a l l  but  by t r i a l  and e r r o r  we s o t  back t o  s t a t i o n  38. Ian and Pavel 
decided t o  explore a lowroofed passage o f f  t o  t h e  l e f t  hut  d i d n ' t  
ge t  f a r  before being stopped by a t i g h t  znd wet spo t .  They got 
themselves covered with organic d e b r i s  and found some i n t k r e s t i n g  
cave c rea tu res  crawling around before emerging a q h ,  Near t h e  
entrance Mark and Ian decided t o  chimney up t o  t h e  upper l e v e l  t o  
have a quick look a t  t h e  upper ent rance .  Then back t o  t h e  c a r s  
where we a r r i v e d  i n  good time a f t e r  a p leasant  and re lax ing  t r i p .  
Bruce i n s i s t e d  on l i n i n g  us  a l l  up f o r  a group p i c t u r e  before  ' 

we had a chance t o  escape from t h e  r a i n .  

Alber t  Goede. 

. .l5 
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GUIDELINES FOR NAMING CAVES AND CAVE FEATURES by Greg Middleton. 

A s  one who has been i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  sub jec t  of  cave names f o r  some 
years  I noted with i n t e r e s t  Albert Goede's a r t i c l e  'Cave Nomenclature', 
Speleo Sp ie l ,  132:3-4 and take t h i s  opportunity t o  express my views 
on t h i s  discussion document. 

In many cases  I am i n  general  agreement with t h e  guidel ines  
annumerated (Goede 1978) but  with a number of  s p e c i f i c  q u a l i f i c a t -  
ions;  i n  some cases  I would object  o u t r i g h t  t o  t h e  guidel ines  a s  
proposed. F i r s t l y ,  I make the  following general  observations: 

1. In wri t ing  a document such a s  t h i s  it is easy t o  g e t  c a r r i e d  
away w'ith a d e s i r e  f o r  order  and propr ie ty  which tends t o  be . 
bureaucrat ic  and is  n e i t h e r  des i rab le  nor necessary. For a start, 
t h e  document should be c a l l e d  something l i k e  'Cave Nomenclature 
Code' o r  'Guidelines f o r  Naming Caves and Cave Features '  it should 
no t  be, and should no t  purport t o  be, a s e t  o f  rules o r  r i g i d  
regula t ions .  Names serve a g r e a t e r  function than j u s t  f i l l i n g  
a c l e r k ' s  r e g i s t e r  o r  taking up blank spaces on maps - a f a c t  
which o f f i c i a l  nomenclature bodies have a tendency t o  fo rge t .  An 
o r i g i n a l ,  imaginative o r  inspi red  name can add r e a l  i n t e r e s t  t o  
a f e a t u r e  - compare Wet Cave and Growling Swallet ,  Deep Hole and 
Long Drop Pot, Bone Cave and Thylacine Lair .  Rigid nomenclature 
r u l e s  tend t o  s t i f l e  o r i g i n a l i t y  and spcntanei ty  but  t h i s  is no t  
t o  say t h a t  t h e r e  is n o t  a good case  f o r  some guidel ines  - and 
perhaps even some proh ib i t ions .  

2 .  Many caves and probably a l l  cave f e a t u r e s  w i l l  probably never 
appear on o f f i c i a l  maps o r  i n  gaze t t ee r s  so t h e r e  i s  n o t  the  need 
i n  these  cases  f o r  t h e  same r e s t r i c t i o n s  a s  apply i n  some 
nomenclature codes developed f o r  t o p o p a p h i c  f e a t u r e s  genera l ly .  
'Hic Spelaeum Coprolorum' (Shannon 1970) may seem out  of  place 
on an Ordnance Survey map but  t h a t  does no t  mean t h a t  w e  must 
exclude it a s  t h e  name f o r  a minor cave. 

3. I t  is i n  f a c t  very quest ionable whether many cave names should 
ever be submitted t o  o f f i c i a l  naming bodies, i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of  
conservation. Often o f f i c i a l  acceptance r e s u l t s  i n  names appearing 
on maps and i n  Government Gazettes with g r i d  references .  Cer ta in ly  
show caves should be indicated  on o f f i c i a l  maps but  t o  give the  
loca t ion  of unprotected caves i s  only t o  i n v i t e  e n t r y  by inexper- 
ienced people and poss ib ly  vandals. The A.S.F. Code o f  Ethics  
( d i s t r i b u t e d  May 1975) s p e c i f i c a l l y  s t a t e s :  1 . ( 3 )  Members of  A.S.F. 
Soc ie t i e s  w i l l  be d i s c r e e t  i n  disseminating information t h a t  might 
endanger caves. In  p a r t i c u l a r  they should n o t  broadcast t h e i r  
knowledge of  entrances loca t ions  o r  rou tes .  

n o t  a r i s e  very o f t e n  and 

To now c6naider t h e  s p e c i f i c  
I ,  

4. I t  is easy t o  be negative when wr i t ing  r u l e s ;  t o  be more con- 
s t r u c t i v e  I bel ieve  the  guidel ines  should s t a r t  o f f  with something 
l i k e  : 

Persons ass igning names t o  caves, caves features o r  cave-related 
f e a t u r e s  should t r y  t o  be desc r ip t ive ,  cons t ruc t ive  and o r i g i n a l  
i n  t h e i r  choice of  names; t h e  opportunity t o  name new caves does 

should be un+,ertaken with ca re .  

guidel ines  proposed by Goede: 

. . l 6  
, 
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GUIDELINES FOR NAMING CAVES AND CAVE FEATOFXS (contd.)  

(1)  The word in^ implies t h a t  names should be "approved" but  does no t  
ind ica te  by whom; su re ly  not  by S t a t e  nomenclature o r  geographical 
names bodies. I t  i s  quest ionable whether A.S.F. should s e t  up any 
body t o  v e t  names and t h e  degree of  i n t e r e s t  i n  nomenclature v a r i e s  
g r e a t l y  between s o c i e t i e s  and individuals .  Furthermore, the  guide- 
l i n e  a s  worded would make it d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e f e r  t o  l o s t  o r  rumoured 
caves. I suggest t h e  following revised wording. 

New names should only be used o r  published where t h e  
loca t ion  and nature  of  t h e  f e a t u r e  (and, preferably  some 
explanation of  the  reason f o r ,  o r  o r i g i n  o f ,  t h e  name) 
a r e  accura te ly  recorded i n  soc ie ty  records.  

( 2 )  The only point  I would question here i s  t h e  phrase "in good 
tas te" .  This i s  very much a matter  of  individual  judgement 
and prevai l ing  s o c i a l  mores. Terhaps it would be s u f f i c i e n t  
t o  say: 

A name should be concise,  euphonious and not  such a s  might 
give offence.  

( 3 )  A s  worded, t h i s  guideline is  l a r g e l y  t au to log ica l .  Perhaps 
the  following would s u f f i c e :  

Names should n o t  be applied t o  t r i v i a l  o r  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  
f ea tu res .  

(4 )  I very s t rongly  agree t h a t  caves should be named a f t e r  l i v i n g  
persons only i n  exceptional  circumstances. For example, the  
naming of a cave which is i n  imminent danger o f  des t ruc t ion  a f t e r  
a p o l i t i c i a n  who could a c t  t o  save it s o  a s  t o  draw publ ic  a t t en -  
t i o n  t o  the  cave 's  exis tence  would be a c l a s s i c  case o f  
'exceptional  circumstances' .  I would extend t h e  second sentence 
of  t h e  guideline t o :  

On no account should a cave o r  cave f e a t u r e  be named 
a f t e r  a l i v i n g  member o f  a caving soc ie ty  o r  a t h e r  caver. 

( 5 )  I s t rcng ly  a p e e  t h a t  t h e  possessive 'S '  should no t  be used, 
but  i f  it is,  t h a t  no apostrophe should be included. 

(6) I personally regard t h e  hyphen a s  o ld  fashioned but  it may 
s t i l l  have its place ,  e.g. i n  Murra-el-elevyn o r  when two caves 
thought t o  be separa te  a r e  joined such a s  Tomato-Stick Cave a t  
Naracoorte. Perhaps t h i s  could be j u s t :  

Use o f  hyphens should be avoided i n  new names. 

(7)  I do n o t  th ink the re  is  any p a r t i c u l a r  need t o  avoid names 
composed of a number o f  words. We may no t  want a p r o l i f e r a t i o n  
of  names l i k e  'The Cave With the  Thing That Went Thump' (Shannon 
1970) but  t o  deny t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  such a name occas ional ly  
a r i s i n g  is a bureaucra t ic  imposition which we do no t  need. 

(8 )  I do no t  understand what an "unnatural combination o f  words" 
means, but  again t h i s  guidel ine  appears t o  be designed t o  s t i f l e  
o r i g i n a l i t y  and I would bel ieve  should Se omitted.  

( 9 )  I bel ieve  it i s  f a r  more imrortant  t o  discourage t h e  naming 
o f  caves a f t e r  l i v i n g  people than t o  s top t h e  use of  given names. 
Is it suggested t h a t  Kubla Khan Cave should be changed t o  Khan 
Cave? I suggest a guidel ine  ( t o  fol low 4 ) :  

Caves should n o t  even be named a f t e r  deceased persons 
except where they have made some major ccn t r ibu t ion  t o  t h e  
community and have some l i n k  with t h e  cave a rea  o r  where 
they have played a s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  i n  exploring,  conserving 
o r  researching a p a r t i c u l a r  cave o r  a rea .  . . l 7  
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(10) An embago on d i f f i c u $ t  names does not  seem p a r t i c h & i y  nec- 
essary;  few of us a r e  i n  danger5 o f  overtaxing o u ~  mental capacfty. 
Such a policy might have deprived us of names l i k e  Wooloomooloo and 
Kosciusko. I t  is  d i f f i c u l t  t o  understand how an Aboriginal l o c a l i t y  
name can be required t o  have an "appropriate meaning". 

( 11 1, (12 ) These guidel ines  seem appropriate.  

(13) This guidel ine  i s  endorsed. Sadly t h i s  was no t  followed by 
the  NSW Geographic Names Board when it renamed Gooradigbee Cave 
a t  Wee Jasper,  'Careys Cave' (Middleton 1973). 

(14) A s  worded, t h e  first sentence i s  r e p e t i t i o u s ;  "at  a l l  costs" 
should be omitted. I do n o t  agree t h a t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a name has 
been used i n  a s c i e n t i f i c  descr4ption should make it immutable. 
This may be convenient f o r  a small  group of people but  i f  a name 
is  c l e a r l y  wrong o r  f o r  some "compelling reason" should be changed, 
it should make no d i f fe rence  whether o r  no t  it has been used i n  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  context .  Further, avoidance of  ass igning t h e  same name 
t o  more than one fea tu re  should no t  only be required  i f ' t h e  name 
i s  i n  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  l i t e r a t u r e .  There could well  be a separa te  
guideline t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t :  

The sane name should n o t  be assigned t o  two o r  more 
d i f f e r e n t  f ea tu res ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  same region.  
Where dupl ica t ion i s  discovered and could cause confusion 
it may c o n s t i t u t e  adequate grounds f o r  changing one o f  
the  names. 

(15) A s  worded t h i s  guidel ine  i s  ambiguous. Does it mean t h a t  
one should n o t  name p a r t i c u l a r  mountains i n  a mountain range, 
o r  d i f f e r e n t  chambers i n  a cave system? This guidel ine  should 
be reworded o r  omitted. 

(16) Surely t h i s  is only a s p e c i a l  case  of  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
already covered by (4) .  

One point  by Goede (1978) is t h e  f a c t , t h a t  names usual ly  cons i s t  
o f  a s p e c i f i c  p a r t  and a generic p a r t .  Idea l ly  ( a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  
bureaucrat 's  eyes)  every geographic name should i n d i c a t e  t h e  s o r t  
o f '  f ea tu re  it app l ies  t o  (town$ and l o c a l i t i e s  excepted). Thus 
'The Chairman' would be frowned upon and 'Chairman Cave' preferred .  
Generally names lacking a gener ic  p a r t  a r e  only acceptable i n  a 
parochial  o r  s p e c i a l i s t  context ,  unless  they apply t o  an outstanding 
o r  widely known fea tu re .  

A f u r t h e r  point  worthy of  mention i s  t h a t  t h e  use of  po in t s  o f  t h e  
compass is n o t  encouraged, nor a r e  o t h e r  add i t ions  o f  t h i s  kind. 
It may be e a s i e r  t o  add, e.g. 'nor th1,  ' south1,  'lower' and i n  
some extreme cases 'No. 2 '  i~ an e x i s t i n g  name than t o  th ink up - 
a new one but  an e n t i r e l y  new name would general ly be b e t t e r .  

' %  . 
I n  summary, I propose t h e  following revised 'Guidelines f o r  Naming 
Caves and Cave Features ' :  

1) Persops ass igning names.to aaves, cave f e a t w e s  Qr cave- 
r e l a t e d  f e a t u r e s  shoululd t r y  f o ' b e  desc r ip t ive ,  const ruct ive  and 
o r i g i n a l  i n  t h e i r  choice o f  names; t h e  opportunity t o  name new caves 
does n o t l a r i s e  very of*en and s h o u d  be undertaken with care.  

2) New names should only be used o r  published where - the  
locat ion and nature  of  the  f e a t u r e  (and, preferably ,  some explan- 
a t ion  of  the  reason f o r ,  o r  o r i g i n  o f ,  t h e  name) a r e  accura te ly  
recorded i n  soc ie ty  records.  . . l 8  
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3 )  A name should be concise,  euphonious and not  such as mirrht 
give offence.  

4 )  Names should not  be appl ied  t o  t r i v i a l  o r  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  
f ea tu res .  

5 )  Caves should not  be named a f t e r  l i v i n g  persons except 
i n  very exceptional  circumstances. On no account should a cave 
o r  cave f e a t u r e  be named a f t e r  a l i v i n g  member o f  a caving soc ie ty  
o r  o t h e r  caver.  

6 )  Caves should no t  even be named a f t e r  deceased persons 
except where they have made some major con t r ibu t ion  t o  the  community 
and have some l i n k  with t h e  cave o r  a rea ,  o r  where they have played 
a s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  i n  exploring,  researching o r  conserving a 
p a r t i c u l a r  cave o r  a rea .  

7)  Where personal  names a r e  used t h e  possessive 'S '  should 
be omitted unless t h i s  des t roys  t h e  euphony o r  desc r ip t ive  
app l i ca t ion  of t h e  nane. I f  t h e  possessive ' S '  has t o  be used, 
t h e  apostrophe should always be omit ted.  

8 )  Use of hyphens should be avoided i n  new names. 

9)  Corrupted o r  modified names should not  be used unless  
such forms a r e  w e l l  e s t ab l i shed  by l o c a l  usage. 

10)  Names t h a t  can be construed a s  a d v e r t i s i n g  a p a r t i c u l a r  
product o r  commercial e n t e r p r i s e  a r e  genera l ly  not  acceptable.  

11)  I f  more than one name is  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a cave, t h e  name 
b e s t  e s t ab l i shed  i n  l o c a l  usage should be accepted. If l o c a l  
usage does not  provide a s o l u t i o n  then t h e  name t h a t  has Seen 
es tabl i shed longes t  i n  h i s t o r i c a l  records  w i l l  normally be 
favoured. 

12) Changing an a l ready accepted name should be avoided unless 
t h e r e  a r e  compelling reasons f o r  doing so.  

13)  The same name should not  be assigned t o  two o r  more 
d i f f e r e n t  f e a t u r e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  same region.  

14)  It is genera l ly  des i rab le  f o r  names t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e , t y p e s  
of  f ea tu res  t o  which they apply. Names of  t h e  type 'The Sen t ina l '  
should be used spar ingly ,  i f  a t  a l l  and only t o  f e a t u r e s  o f  
outstand.ing importance. 

15) It is p re fe rab le  t o  c r e a t e  a new name f o r  an unnamed 
fea tu re ,  r a t h e r  than t o  modify an e x i s t i n g  name by add i t ion  of  
'nor th1 .  ' south ' ,  ' lower1,  ' c e n t r a l ' ,  e t c .  

REFERENCES : 

GOEDE . .A. 1978 Cave Nomenclature. Speleo Sp ie l ,  132 : 3-4 
(Condensed from an unpublished r e p o r t  'Discussion 
Document F i r s t  Draft ,  7/12/77' produced f o r  ASF Ad 
hoc Committee f o r  Nomenclature.) 

MIDDLETON. G .  1973 A Note on t h e  His tory  and Nomenclature o f  
-. "Careys" Cave, Wee Jasper .  J.Syd. s p e l e o l .  Soc., - 17(5):  

135-136 

SHANNON. C.H.C .  1970 Cave Discr ip t ions  ( i n )  Sprent ,  J . K .  (Ed.1 
Mount Etna Caves (UQSS:BrisSane) pp. 22-36 



Speleo S p i e l  No. 135 Page 9 

CAVE NUMBERING - Junee Florent ine  Area 

June 1978 

Entrance i s  a l a r g e  f i s s u r e .  Cave f u l l y  explored t o  
depth o f  36 metres. It has a muddy f l o o r  and f u r t h e r  
explora t ion  is blocked by debr is .  The cave is located  
t o  t h e  l e f t  o f  'The Chairmanr t r a c k  approximately 400 
metres before reaching t h a t  cave. 

Entrance is  c y l i n d r i c a l  hole - such a pe r fec t  shape 
t h a t  it looks man-made. Twenty-four metre l adder  p i t c h  
t o  f l o o r .  A t  t h e  bottom a very narrow squeeze with 
out-going draught not  entered.  
Located very c lose  t o  J F  143. 

A seven metre ent rance  p i t ch  followed by 15 metres 
of  muddy passage. Approximately 20 metres from 
JF 143. 

Small entrance i n  t h e  s i d e  o f  a doline.  Th i r ty  metres 
of  passage. Few formations. Short  d i s t ance  south o f  
JF  143, JF 144 and J F  145. 


