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August 5 . - SAT. H1.X t r i p .  Volf Holc. Contact Brucc LIcIntosh f o r  . 
fu r the r  d e t a i l s .  Ph.34 91G6(B) o r  28 1282. ( H ) .  

I~ugust 5 - - SX'. '7olf IIolc. Acting. Leaders: P a w l  Itusicka md  Im Gothwd. 

Septcnbcr 6 - GEITExCiL I.IZTII!G, 8 p .c. , 1:ccting 2ooc, :7hcat3hcaf Hotel. 
Points f o r  discussion: ! m u d  t r i p ,  Frailclin River rxpedit ion.  

3 Sl ides  r;clconcd. 

Scptcnbcr 16 - K U L L  -- - DK.i,E2. ----- ;&cat shed Xotcl, I.:~cqui~rie S t r cc t  . 
Pre-dirmer drinks 7.30 p .n. D 3 p .E. ( app-ox) . 
b;d~c your boo1:in~ by re turning form 2.t cfid of Sp ie l  t o  the 
Sccrctary o r  by phoniag Llbcrt  Coedc 23 1 9 2 3 ( ~ )  

23 0561 cxt.415(~1). 
Cost n i l 1  bc kept t o  a nininun. 
Don't ciss out on the  soc ia l  cvcnt of t hc  year - BOOK IJOFI! 

Due t o  our cd i t r e s s  being othcrrrisc occupicd (she ndccs a beau t i fu l  
bnmnid! ) I ?mn rcqucsted t o  ::hip up m e d i t o r i a l .  1.s ::ill bcconc obvious caving 
t r i p s  a re  once again t hc  "in1' thing.  The czve-locating vonder has returned t o  
EJaydcna md put us a l l  t o  shme by f ind ing  38 holes  i n  4 \rcekclids as v c l l  ns 
extending the  h o r n  passages of another cave. 

 in S. and R. call-out occurrcd. P o r t u n ~ t c l y  thc  c o u p  concerned 
d idn ' t  require our a s s i s t m c c  ailcl our S.md R. set; up ifiscovcrcd n f m r  :rc&- 
ncsscs vhich w i l l  bc discussed a t  t hc  next conzi t tce  nccting. 

Exploration i n  the  Volf IIolc has rcsu l tcd  i n  t hc  locat ion of a 
probable d t c r n a t i v c ,  if  t r i cky ,  c n t r a c c .  A t  t h c  noncnt t hc r c lo  a b i e  rock 
i n  the  nay, and 17e havc y e t  t o  loca te  th in  cntr,mcc on t he  surfacc.  

That v i l l  do, PI-IEd! 
?.G. 

* Ijcot ::ishcs a r c  extcnded t o  l h i l y  S1:inncr ;rho i s  a t  prcscnt rccupcrating 
f ron  m operation. Oldcr nenbers 1,511 r c c a l l  Caily'  s Lindncss i n  providing 
n e t  md  vemy cavcrs v i t h  coffce and otlwr l i f e  saving refreohnents i:hilst 
Roy rras cave supcritcndcnt a t  Hcstings and &i ly  rim i n  c h a r s  of the  ccfc. 

* Congratulations WC extcndcd a l s o  t o  Ros a d  Lndre:; Skinner, forncr  nccbcro 
( continued on Page 9) 



m YER FROl.1 ?l;'- J - ! g J I E J ~  - 
A s  nenbers of t h i s  club r r i l l  appreciate,  a rrind of change has srrept 

through t he  ranks t h i s  year. The Club is  nor! t o  a great  extent  organised by 

a young executive group (cormittee)   rho meet a t  r e ~ x l a r  i n t e rva l s  t o  t r y  t o  

smooth out t he  r ~ ~ i i i n ~ ;  of our prograsmes. To date ,  t h i s  bmd of dedicated m d  

f ana t i ca l  devotees of caverneering has plunged i n t o  the  labyr inths  of incor- 

poration,  taken over the  science of e d i t o r i a l  complexities, extended the  Club's 

involvnent i n  Search and Rescue teclmiques, invented' beer-t ickets and we a re  

nor7 probing the  inpossible - 1eaGersllip q u d i t i e s  and t r a in ing  aethods. 

Sone c r i t i c i s n  has been heard ( m d  c z r e f ~ ~ l l y  nonitored) t h a t  the  Con- 

n i t t e e  does not connunicate too well rrith t he  Club a:: a vhole. I t ' s  probably 

qu i te  t rue ,  but t h i s  apparent secrecy and subterfuge is such fun - m d  rho 

c m  blane us f o r  c:;tracting some enjoynent from our onerous dut ies?  

I m well h i o m  f o r  the  sercous a g l i c a t i o n  of u rcs iden t ia l  control  
;. 

I hold over our boisterous oe9bers. 'Acrefore you, ny neanderthal grovel lers ,  

n i l 1  believe ne I-rlxn 1 indicate  t he  utoost  pra ise  f o r  t he  ~ m r k  of your exec- 

ut ive .  It is a pleasure t o  nork n i t h  such a group and t o  f e e l  t h a t  even I, 

n i t h  so  nmy generations betrreen us ,  c m  occas~ona l ly  i n j e c t  a note of cau- 

t i o n  i n t o  t he  proceedings without being denied a f u r t h e r  run a d  coke. I have 

two requests t o  r.&e of t h e  nenbers of t h i s  c1~1-9. 

1 .  Please do not ge t  dorm on your knees i n  ny presence - s hand 

sa lu te  r r i l l  do! . 

2. Support your e d i t o r i a l  s t a f f  n i t h  t r i p  repor ts ,  equipment apprais- 

a l s ,  questions t o  t he  coro i t t ee ,  constructive c r i t i c i s n s  md so on. 

Your contribution is necded. 

On t he  night of the  11/7/70 B i l l ' s  7 . C .  v m ( s n i f f ) ,  received f a t a l  i n j u r i e s  
a s  a r e s u l t  of a co l l i s i on  by alct l ler  car(snuff)  ~7110s~ death r-ias instmtaneous.  
Both cars  riere ex-tensivcly damwed m d  ",heir occupmts vere very for tunate  
i n  receiving only minor i n ju r i e s .  

A l l  those privileged f r i ends  ,and cenbers ( sn i f f )  rrho have t rave l led  and slept: 
i n  the  decensed, r ; i l l ,  I f e e l  sure ( s n i f f )  synpzthiee with 3 i l 1 ,  on the  pass- 
ing  of a great  conpanion xhon rje a l l  loved . . . (SKIFF). 

Let us jo in  together i n  s i l e n t  rever ie  of those ;:ezorable occasions(snif f )  
e r e  ' 1  VNT1' stood out a s  a ga l lan t  S-teed t h a t  carr ied everybody so ably. 

A s a lu t e  t o  21 years of f a i t h f u l  service.  

PAREXIELL P. C. - Lest we forge t .  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  ... . . 

L" 

Copies of "KARST U; CIfP;AV are  once ,again avai lable  a t  S12 per  copy ! 



Ju ly  29, 1378. 

I apologise t o  311 those incoilvcnicnccd by t he  seai.ch f o r  us. Thml: you 
very nuch f o r  211 your e f fo r t s .  I y  cnbarrcssnent i s  ~ r c a t ,  s o  nuch so t h a t  I 
f ind it hard t o  say anything t o  console those ~i110 ncre -.wry m o y c d  xhcn t!wy 
found r7e did not  need rescueing. I havc prayed t h a t  such an incident rAl l  not 
happen again. Should myone e l s e  suf fe r  a s i n i l a r  f a t e ,  o r  riorse, I n i l 1  be ooat 
v i l l ine;  t o  help. 

The t r i p  xent snoo-thly, except f o r  ~ i n c r  fncidcnfs.  Yonever, :7c tool; f a r  
nore t i n e  t o  n d ~ e  the  descent t l ~ a n  ::c !lad cstina-Led. Possibly because :;c xcde 
ce r ta in  t h a t  the re  r:as a d i r ec t  connection t o  the surface ir. cssc of any t rouble  
rrith the ten-year-old bol to .  I t  r:as i n i t i a l l y  intended t h a t  rrc 211 j m a r  out. 
Thc l a s t  p i t ch  ;:as descended on s dynm.ic belay rope ::hich be'cme cut  a t  the  
b e ~ i m i n g  of the  overhug  20,rtion of the  180 f t .  drop (ca.  125 f t .  up) by the  
e f f ec t  of jwar ing .  The bad sect ion {;as Lied off  t he  second person aocended 
and found the  rope cut i n  t c o  p l x e s  . 

Lt t he  bcginriisg of t h e  t r i p  r:e had t:iou&t of @in& out Tvltrmce Cave 
but had decided t o  have c go a t  the  ssceilt f o r  p r w t i c e ,  sending out the  fourth 
person t o  neck us at the  top  bcca~me he had the  l e a s t  experience i n  j u n a r i q .  
He uould case th ings  by pu l l i nz  up the  cquipraent aPter a p o d  r e s t .  It r:as ob- 
viously not sz fe  f o r  a t h i r d  person t o  ascend. In m y  case r:c could haul out 
the  botton mpe(3) .  E s s e n t i d l y  t o  save tine(thin1ring it 1:as about 3 p.n.) and 
because of t he  poor condition of p c r t  of t he  t rack  t o  I l idnigl~t  Hole, and s ince  
I had the  best  knox-ledge of the  cave tno  of us l e f t  v i a  1.iatchbox Squeeze. On 
reaching the  entrance a f t e r  only a fe;; ninutes rre found t h a t  it aas already 
dark, i .e .  about 6 p.n. 

Realizing t h a t  if ne ::ere ' l o s t t  i n  the  bush a11 c c  had t o  do nas t o  
cone doml t o  1:ystcry Creek vhcn it rras l i g h t ( n c t  t o  ncntion t h a t  c e  could hear 
it from sonc d i s t m c e ) ,  :re decided t o  havc a go a t  re t rac ing  our nay up the  
h i l l  t o  I. i idni@t ilole. IIor;cvcr, t he  li&t of t he  torch proved t o  be inadequate 
t o  sec f a r  enough &head t o  moid  t h i ck  scrub. rie re t rea ted  a f t e r  ' b l o r 5 n ~  the  
rrhist le nmerous times. For about f i v e  hours Ire w i t e d  near t h e  quarry while 
b la r ing  the  rrhist le every fe:; r.~inutes. 

l k i t h e r  Robert nor myself w r e  able  t o  s tay  a~:ake. In  f a c t  I could not 
nalk properly due t o  in tense  t i redness  a d  ' d r e a ~ i n g '  01: qr f e e t .  7e :rere sone- 
what 1;or- i cd  about the  others rho did not appear o r  ansr:er. Since the  t rouble  
r i t h  ihc  botton rope ire r;er? unsure of the  safe ty  of Sicon and Phi l .  

Sonetice l a t e  i n  'die n i&t  -they h a i  ~ u r f z c e 2 ,  l c c v i n ~  behind a pack :,.hich 
had f c l l e n  do:m the  120' p i t cb .  !hey intendcc! us t o  CO m d  get  it a3 they expect- 
ed u3 t o  a r r i ve  f r e sh  s+, i1idnigh-t IIole. ?heir  n i m t  r:as s ~ c n t  by s f i r e  next t o  
the  hole ( ~ 5 t h  a l l  the  food!) Final ly  RoberC and I xdlced back t o  the  c a r  ra ther  
conccrncd f o r  the  other tr;o. Ce f e l t  t h a t  the  best  th ing  ~ : e  could do tras t o  get  
a good sleep.  I f  I had driven the  cz r  the  chances r:cm s t rong t ha t  I ::ould hme  
f a l l e n  asleep vh i l e  dr iving because I already stmtedlphasing-out '  rrhilst  nalking 
back. Also, :-:hat if  the  others  were i n  trouble? We thou.&t s leep nas t he  nost  
p r ac t i c a l  thing,  ~5th the  off-chance t h a t  t he  others  n i m t  t u rn  U? while rie rrere 
there ,  othervise r;e rrould innediately look f o r  then a t  dam.  

Our a r r i v a l  a t  t he  hole riss heralded by an a lnost  extinguished f i r e  but 
no people. 7 h i s t l i n g  brought no response. I.3nutes l a t e r  I found a c-rittm note  
saying t h a t  a l l  rras O.K. 'i'hc tvo of us  a t e  vhat l i t t l e  food r;as l e f t ,  and soon 
heard t he  others  a t  the  top of the  t h i r d  p i tch  hauling t h e  f a l l e n  pack. Yiithin 
ha l f  h o w  VC i:cre i l l  pacl i~d up and ready t o  80. 

Lf t c r  a r a the r  s lon  descent t o  the  old trmb;ajr .;X res ted and drank. 
Five ninutes a f t e r  a r r i v a l  a t  our c a r  the  f i r s t  of Che rescue par ty  arr ived,  

Do you r:ant t o  be rescued? " 
Our par ty  consisted of' Sinon ~ a r s o n s ,  Phi1 Bigg, Robcrt S tecar t  aid 



1adrer-r Davey . 
ne cer-tninly enjoyed the t r i p ,  especially the  1o::er port ion of the pot. 

I doubt i f  ::elll cvcr forget  it apar t  f ron  the  surpr ise  ending. 

,\gain thank you very nuch t o  c l 1  t hc  :;odd-bc rcscccrs.  

.'ndrer; Davcy ( s i ~ l c d )  . 
P.S. I f  anyone Tinds a r:atch i n  !:idni&t Zolc o r  ?<.:ctrmce Cme it could 

belong t o  Phi1 Gigg-.  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

It appears t h a t  i n  thc  past  it has been ei-l;iler prac-kcc o r  l ' t r d i t i o n v  

t o  cnerge fron the  caves i n  thc  H a s t i n ~ s  area ,  procccd t o  t he  thernal  pool 

and junp i n to  the  pool f u l l y  r ig@ i n  muddy t rogcing gear. J h i l s t  t h i s  n i @ t  

be of excellcilt thcrapcut ic  value it has nor; bccone a heal th  hazard - t hc  

Hcad Ranger i s  not very t&cn v i t h  t he  pract ice .  'iIould those t;ho have previous- 

l y  indulged i n  t h i s  habi t  please tdit note ( p r h a p s  sr~irming togs  under '~rog- 

ging gear vould provide a so lu t ion) ,  and r e f r a in  from doing so i n  t hc  future .  

I I 1 1;I cHoLSO~/!~III LI ISIS SLT II~IR?ESS . 
As noat 'Jhil lans Sit-Zarncss ordncrs rrho a r c  c a w r s  ::ill t e s t i f y ,  ;:ith 

squcaJ;y voices, t h a t  i n  umodif icd f o m  these harnesses a rc  unsuitable f o r  

v e r t i c a l  caving. Fa i r  enough, as they ae re  p r i r ~ a r i l y  designed f o r  liinalay,m 

climbing :;here prusoicking is r ~ o s t l y  on m angle and not v e r t i c a l .  

The crunch (no pun intended) cones f ron t hc  crutch s t r ay  ;;hich is  noted 

f o r  s p l i t t i n g  t he  di f ference.  A s  cast-iron jocks a r c  unobtainablr I decided t o  

nodify ny Xhillans m an dtcrna-Live t o  joining the  Rosny Childrcns Choir. 

It vould be i q o c s i b l c  t o  reproduce d iagram ;:ith enough d c t z i l  t o  undcrstmd . 

then hcrc,  but a photocopy v i l l  be avci lablc  ox z*eques-L soon. A11 I c m  say 

now, is t h a t  a f t e r  rigorous t e s t i ng ,  the  noclification ::as highly successful. 

B i l l  iiicholson. 

"KiRST I N  C I I I I ~ i l "  

Sonc t i n e  KO these books rrerc ncdc avai lcble  t o  cavers (A~~stralia-r:idc) 

a t  t hc  pr ice  of S12 ( p o s t x e  not included).  For every copy sold $4- i:cnt t o  

thc  club t o  help buy gear. These books a r e  now once q a i n  avai lable ,  s t i l l  a t  

512.00. Also available i s  a s e t  of 12 postcards of Chinese cave sccnes f o r  

50 cents per s e t (  of vhich 40 cents ::ill SO t o  ?CC).  :myone in tc res tcd  i n  pur- 

chasing e i t h e r  should contact: Fhrrcsc Goode, 

8 Bath S t r e e t ,  

BLLYYL'ERY POIIT!? , 7000. 



JF  35 i s  situa-tcd i n  t he  f irst  gul ly  a f t e r  t he  ?'big s l ippery t r e e  across the  track", 
and only 2 minutes off the  nain t rack.  Total depth is 420 f c c t  and ltmgth of pns- 
o w e  is  i n  excess of 2000 f t .  

20 describe Gomcnghast it n i l 1  be e a s i e r  i f  I chop it i n t o  three  sect ions ,  
each scct ion represents m approxinate t h i r d  of the  cave. 

The f i r s t  scct ion involves nost  of -the t r i cky  c l i r~b ing ,  the  s t r c m ~ q y  is 
conposcd nainly of do l e r i t e  t n lu s  m-d apyoxina te ly  6 na jor  t :a tcrfa l ls  ranging 
fron 9 t o  12 f e e t  i n  he i@t .  L11 of the  p n r  except one hmdl inc  i s  used i n  
t h i s  scction.  

Total gear l ist :  one ladder - not under l ~ ?  i e c t  i n  length and 3 handlines 
- each no shor ter  than 15 f e e t  i n  length. 

The ladder p i t ch  i o  5 ninutcs  i n  fron the  cntr=cc m d  is  very obvious 
i f  you look. One hm,dlinc i s  used on a 12 f t .  :;a-tcrf,dl, t h e  othcC two are  uscd 
on shor t ,  dry but m;hrard pi tches .  Route f ind ing  throughout the  cave i's f a i r l y  
obvious but =sin connon sense nust be uscd, 

The second scc t ion  i 3  noderatcly easy :;ith only one avlnrard drop and t h i s  
route bypasses s : rztcrfal l  and the  strcm;:sy f o r  a shor t  distance.  The t h i rd  
sect ion i s  the  n e t t e s t  and the  ~ ? o s t  prone t o  f lood ing . ' I t  involves crcc:ling 
through narro;; s t r c m n y s  :;it11 up t o  6 inches of m t c r .  Extrcnc care nust bc 
taken i n  t h i s  scct ion as  it is  icpossiblc  t o  t u rn  ~ r o u n d  i n  one scction of the 
pass'yc. Tornation f u r t h e r  on is  good. This i s  the  f u r t h e s t  I have reached, but 
I e s t i nn t c  a .~~othcr  hour of s i n i l a r  progress :;ill ace you a t  the  sump. 

;Jurther ' infornafion on t h i s  cave can bc squeezed out of d l b ~ r t  Gocde and 
Peter  S h a ~   rho, wongst  o thers ,  surveyed the  hole i n  1972. 

B i l l  Hicholson. 

Sunday t h e  30th of July  narked the  f i r s t  na jor  c a l l  out f o r  rcmbcrs of 
T.C.C. f o r  nany years. 

The cc11 out nas i n i t i a t e 2  by :lbcrt Gocde and f o l l o m d  up by I3ill'Bichol- 
son. I.:cnbcrs were put on s t a d b y  u n t i l  confirnztion f ron Inspector I:assic, 
Head of Police Sccrch and Rcscuc ::as rcccivcd. Confirnation ::as rcccivcd a t  
0800 hours and ncnbers conver,yxl at  the  Police S.C: R. conpound in  Patr ick S t ree t .  
Those concerned ccrc  br iefed,  equipmnt sor ted out ,  a d  nenbcrs transported 
d a n  t o  L u x  River. 

Connmd of opcrat ions pa as shared respect  ivc lg  by Inspect o r  1.lasoic r i t h  
advisors Ebb Coclcerill L1c.u T c r x d s  i n  Iiobsrt, md X L 1  1:icholson as h c d  
of f i e l d  operct2ms on s i t e .  ?he stlvmcc par ty  renched the  Zntrmcc Cmc car  
park locztcd t he  overdue pcr ty  t h e i r  nt q p r o x .  1200 hours, a id  s s t a t e -  
nidc a l e r t  had bccn pronounced i f  necess=y. !: ;:ill not go i n t o  t he  reasons 
a s  t o  :-hy t he  party ;;as overdue c3 Andre;; Daveyls l e t t e r  d c q u a t e l y  explains 
t h e i r  s i tua t ion .  

The operation ran snoothly and e f f i c i e n t l y  cxccpt f o r  t he  i n i t i a l  
c a l l  out cherc problens rrerc cxpcricnccd i n  locz t ing  ce r t a in  persons. 

Host i n p o r t m t ,  t h i s  c a l l  out gave ncnbers m d  pol ice  invaluable cxper- 
icncc i n  a cave rescue s i t ua t i on  amd brought t o  no t ice  our l i n i t e d  rmge  of 

'rescue cquipnent. 

F i r s t  Class Constable ICcith Iiarpcr c q r c s s c d  h i s  thmlcs on belzjlf of 
t he  Policc Dept. t o  a l l  ncnbers ;;h0 par t i c ipa ted .  

Thanks f o r  an incredible  turnout ,  
Sill i;icliolson 

S.C R. Officer.  



Party:  B i l l  K i c h o l s o n ( ~ ) ,  J u l i c  I.:srsh, P m e l  ;'iuzicka, Davc b r ry  m d  v i s i t o r  
David Slxppsrd . 
As pcr  usual  t h e  "Death o r  Glory 7oysW(to  q o t c  E i l l  Tonalin) got off . . 

t o  a l a t e  s t a r t ,  l o s t  -the t r ack ,  a id  tcok e x h a  30 zimtc:: t o  f i n d  thc  cavc. 
The m t c r  i;.os a o i s t  and vcqy lo;;, it ;;as n lso  f o m d  t o  be sloppy i n  consistency. 
Dwe got a b i t  d m p  under tlic n rnp i t s  ::hen he tool; a shor t  cu t  do:m a 3 n c t r c  
t m t c r f d l  and ended up r i g h t  under it. 

The tr:o Davcs mi! I naiagcci t o  g e t  f u r t h e r  tlljr, l a s t  year;; t r i p  by approx- 
i n n t e l y  300 f t .  vhich includcd ly ing  i n  4 inches of f r e e z i n g  c a t e r !  

Th i r ty  n inutcs  l z t c r  t h r e e  b rass  nonkegs rc.burncd back t o  J u l i c  Pavcl,  
;:h0 couldn' t previously p?t d o m '  t o  ::hcrc ;;c ncrc  because of P n m l  ' S  ' c!iild-bear- 
i n g  h i p s t .  Upon rough c s t i n a t i o n ,  m o t h e r  t h i r t y  r.inutes :;ould hzve scen U:: 2t thc  
sunp. A t  t h i s  s tagc  nc ricre approxicately 3G0 - ':00 f e c t  bclo:; t h e  c n t r m c e .  
Daylight 1:ao rcnchcd a f t e r  4 hours of vory enjoyable, oodcra tc ly  c c t  caving. 

The i r o n  r;o/nen of ?.C .C. reachcc! t h c  "vxl" d t c r  835 pzces, c r a ~ l c d  i n t o  
he r  and rol lci t  o f f  hornc. 

3ill Ilicholson. 

P larcnt inc  VaJlcy area.  - 8,9/7/78. 

Lcader and par&: John Parkcr! - 
The a in  of thc  - t r ip  :ras t o  i ~ v e s t i ~ a t c  t h e  ne:ily burnt a r e a  of t h c  Plorcn- 

t i n e  Valley. .!cather on both dcys ?:m i t s  usual  nas ty  s e l f  !;it11 r a i n  and snol: 
conpcting v i t h  each o iher  t o  rake  th ings  t h o r o u ~ l ~ l y  niocroblc.  

An a r e 2  near  T'rcAxonbc CWC (JL? 7 )  :?as f i r ~ t  1ool:cd z t .  Thrcc shaf ts  
containing Izmcrous f orns t  ions  found nea r  road - none f u l l y  inves t  iga ted  . !RIO 
o ther  s h a f t s  nearby 5locl:cd v i t h  shnt tcrcd  rock but en t ry  poss ib lc  :;hen t h c  
rocks rcnovcd. 

* - ., 

The a r c a  bctaecn Se t t l enen t  Road sad Leo Tho-rl?e !locd next looked over. 
Three caves found a t  t h c  base of f i r s t  l ines-tone r idge  t o  t h c  l e f t  of Leo '?hornets 
Road. IIonc of thesc  caves have been nunbered - thcy were no t  explorcd except f o r  
the  c n t r m c e  a r c a  of f irst  one. 

". , 
f~ s h c f t  cm loca ted  300 yards c a s t  of Z c ~ i m e r s  Luck - no t  looked a t .  

Next norning scsrchcd out t h e  t h r c c  l i n e s t o n c ' h i l l s  locs ted  t o  thc  l e f t  
and a t  t h e  end of Leo Thorncts Road. Caves JP 70, 71, 72 explored i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  
h i l l o c k  - JF  71 inprcsz ive  c w c  -.;ith sonc n ice  fornat ion;  l:ax i n f o r m  nc it is  
poss ib le  t o  reach a crcclc 2 ;  t hc  bottom of t k c  cavc ;:it11 good p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  

= 

cxtcnsion of thc  c2ve clong t h e  a t r c m .  

A l a r g e  un-nunbered cnve 173s found ct t h e  e l ~ d  of t11c c e n t r a l  h i l l o c k .  
Laddered do;;% throu@ nuddy shd t s  t o  dcptli of approx. 40 f t . ,  sounds of a l x g c  
creek uerc  hcczrd but lack  of gear  prcvelltcd inves t iga t ion .  

A t  t h e  base of t h e  t h i r d  h i l l  - f i v e  adjacent  caves found feeding back i n t o  
tllc h i l l  through narroi; cra;;l passages, ;lone f u l l y  invcs t igs ted .  
- - Last ly ,  on t h e  c r e s t  of the  above h i l l  a do l ine  ::=S founcl u i t h  th ree  s h a f t s  
lcctding off f ron  it, one inves t iga ted  t o  depth of f ro  f t .  -.!it11 nuddy p a s s w e s .  

A s  can be seen f ron  t h e  above r e p o r t ,  c x c s  abound i n  the  nc7,:ly burnt  arca.  
It i s  csoen t in l  t h a t  tlic a r e a  be explored caves nmbcrcd before t h e  rcgro~A11 
t d t c s  hold of t h e  orca. I f  cmyonc c m  he lp  us p lease  contact  1 . 1 ~ .  

John Pzrkcr. 

(Good t o  sce  our cnvi-ty conscious ccver i s  back oil t h e  job. IIelcone back John! ) 



P a r t ~ :  Johr Pnrllcr, l .LY J c f f r i c s  m d  r l ' i ~  (dog) . 
Purpose o f '  the  t r i p  tms -to cxplorc 2:' 71 oil Lco ?horncl s R o d  in the  

Florcntinc Vrllcy,  m d  t o  sho-.: ;:U. cmcs  found i n  t 5 c  l a s t  r:cc!;c:lds cxpcdi t i ons  
i n  the  d ~ o v c  area.  

II iggd a ladder doxn tllc cl:tr=lcc slope of JL' 71, thcn pushcd through a 
ncrro:: p a s 3 a p  t o  thc  l e f t  t o  cn tc r  2. lnrgc r~l-bble strcrrr, chxbc r .  Zcrmblcd 
through, over and undcr nmcrous lnrgc boulders, till cvc:ltually :;c entered 3 
narra :  r i f t  t h a t  lcd -to s c l ~ z b c r  trith nmcrous fo rmt ions .  Pron t h i s  n pcssagc 
pcsccd i n t o  a czvern of nassivc propor t iors  ~ l t h  thc  -,:ails md roof covcrcd ic 
beaut i ful  fornations a.nd t hc  f l o o r  zxlc  up or  1nrgc d u x s  of smdy nud. This I I ~ S  

thcn follo-.:cd along l o r  100 yerds ::i.th nmcrous pasc?&cs and chmbcrs lcading off 
and i n  thc  f l o o r  several  l a rge ,  s t i l l  pools of :;atcr. 

A t  t h i s  point  qj l i g h t  f z i l c d ,  so i:c exi ted r q i d l y  t o  the  surfacc f o r  
spare l i gh t s .  

:Text we cxplorcd a ncrro-.: tube,  f ron :rhich thc  sound of tratcr coxld bc 
hcard. :;'c l e t  do1.n 60 ft .  of l rdccr  ~ .nd  ba t t l ed  dom throu& s l iny ,  c l ineing 
oud t o  a s g a l l  crcc!: t h a t  f1o::cd i n  a co-n.plclely u~c:rpcctcd d i rec t ion  md xhich 
smped off  c f t c r  c shor t  d i s t m c c .  

It appears thz:  the  f i r s t  chcabcr loc-tcd :izs t he  o r ig ina l  f i r s t  l cvc l ,  
only floodcd during high t:ater periods - the  creek not: having cut  do-x t o  a 
l eve l  a t  l e m t  25 f c c t  bcloc t he  o r ig ina l  l cvc l .  

I.;uch exploration rcnzins t o  bc crr r icd out i n  t h i s  fasc ina t ing  cavc 
cspccia l lg  i f  3 passage cm be found t o  thc  m i n  crecl:. 

-'ran here ::c fo1lo::cd the  c m c  ridge d o n g  t o  scc cone othcr cavcs locct-  
cd l c s t  r-rcck, Tin acconp~q,+n,' US tlwou& 2 s ~ a 1 1  tu11~1 crz:l  outflo:; cavc. 

%:o nclr C ~ C S  ;:crc locztei! 2-t -thc ??X cnd of t::e r idge,  onc dccp shaf t  
on thc  c r e s t  of the  h i l l  and mo thc r  bcing a dry iilflo;: cavc a t  the  base of the 
r idge,  but IIC d id  not have cnoudl t i n e  t o  explore thcn. 

John Parker. 

Florcntinc Valley area  - 22/7/78. 
--p- 

L. and P. - John Parker and :?in(dog). 

Thc s i n  of t h i s  tri$ ::as t o  f u r t h e r  cxplorc thc  a rea  a t  the  cnd of Lco 
Thorne's Rord. 

F i r s t l y  looked a t  the  l a s t  l incs tonc c r e s t  on the  l e f t  of the  road - 
3 un-cmbercd pots lookcd a t .  A11 contain nvccrouz beaut i ful  fornations - and 
one of the  caves has c:ctcnsivc p ix swes .  

One ridge back f ro= .che above crcsJ; 3 ' c rx: l '  cave ~ r n s  f o ~ ~ d  but not 
cxplorcd. 

'Purthcr d o n g  the val ley t::o c".djcccnt ccvcs -:,xrc found, one being a dry 
inflo:;. cave - not cxplorcd; thc  other  being a scraribly, c r a r l  cavc through nassivc 
f c l l c n  bouldcrs ::ith very cl=?,-crouz t a l u s  stL11 hmging i n  the  roof - socle 
decoration e x i s t s  i n  protected p a r t s  of thc  cavc. 

Onc l a s t  cave discovered jus-: before it got dark - an c :~ t rmcc  p i tch  
of 30 f t .  involved, t o  cn tc r  t : h t  a p y a r s  t o  be c largc  chmber. 

: g i n ,  as  I hzve sta-Led i n  prcviol~s  repor t s ,  c m c r s  r an t i ng  t o  look a t  
sonc unexplored caves instcad of t r m p i n g  off t o  thc  usual f e t ~  t h r t  arc  constmt-  
l y  looked a t  "get up off your sssco " 3,rd cxplorc sonc of the  cnvco i n  thc  Flor- 
cnt inc  m d  junec area t h a t  remain uninvcstigxted. There ce r ta in ly  i s  no shortage 
of caves. 

John Parker. 

Florcntinc Valley area - 23,30/7/78. 

Leader: I l a  J c f f r i c s ,  Party: John Parker. 

Again the  purposc of the  t r i p  tias t o  investigate cavcs a t  the  end of Lco 
Thorne's Road. On the  Scturdcy I locztcd mxbci. of r ev  caves i n  the  above zrcz,  
p a r t i a l l y  exploring sonc. 



Sunda:  Sal; I.%Y a c !  : y sc l f  p r c p n d  f o r  Sig c m l n c  dy,r l o d e d  up :rith gear - 
and I.:ars b x s  t o  loo:. z t  the  cavcs fo~w-d ox the  previous <ay. 

A 1 1  ca.:cs -,:cm on the Set-tlencni 2oa.d side of Lco Tlorr-c's Rod  and thc 
un-naxd road. '711~ f i r s t  c2.w 10~1;cd :;X ::i-tllin ~ C C - t  of I J . T ~ O ~ C  ) S  20ad - 
consist ing of 2 107; cray.,::l pasoaze of r,O f t .  cndinf; i n  a pi tch  of 10 ft .  then 
continuing on i x  a mddy shutc - sooc d e c o r ~ t i o n ,  c!rcC~.&.t. 

Thc next czve cxplorcd nust r2%c as 121e 3 i g p s t  c:?trmcc holc i n  t he  
l o m r  Florcntine Vallcy, being a t  l e a s t  60 f t .  by 25 f t .  :iith m ent rmcc  p i tch  
of 30 f t .  Conc p a c s q c s ,  ;:dls :;cl1 dccoratcd, draU&t yrescnt - narl:s of a 
platypus acrosg thc  f l oo r .  

Pour othcr s d j x c n t  caves looked XL, a l l  nu~bc rnb l c  - oix ;:it11 fxr-thcr 
prospccto f o r  exp1orctio:l. 

In thc  next l incztonc c r c s t  four  o t k r  ccvcs 7.-:c~1c lookcd a t .  %c f i r s t  
rras m sbmdoncd inflo-,; cave - cxplorntion irwolvcd zuddy crc,:ls, scvcrs l  placcs 
had t o  bc dug out; czvc c e r t ~ i n l y  not f u l l y  cx3lorcd; thrcc cz t rmccs  located. 
Thc othcr tlirec caves s r c  furt!lcr dolz& thc  sam ridgc.  5?:o of t h e x  :;ere fomd 
t o  l i nk  up i n  a loop and the other c?,vc comis tcd  of 2- 10:: cntr=cc continuing 
on i n  a lonc nuddy c r z A  - nmcrous pas::sgcs, cxnlorst ion incocplctc.  

Thrce c w e s  m r c  1oc.l:~'- n t  ncar thc  m-nmed rond. Y,;o consisted of rubble 
f i l l e d  cravlu, but thc  t h i r d  hail a t h i r t y  foo t  cntrxice p i tch  i n t o  a l a rge  chm- 
bcr 1 5 t h  a :-re11 dccornted roof. Pron hcre 2 l z ~ ~ b c r  of p s s z g c s  l cd  off a d  n 
fu r ther  25 f t .  p i t c h  ;;2s found. Fxploration inconplcte. 

The l s s t  cavc loolted a t  q ~ n e s r s  t o  be ai old i n f l ov  c w e ,  l o ~ ~  since 
nbmdoncd by the  s t r e m .  Lto:;, d i f f i c u l t  entrancc i ~ t o  a 1crt.c Iligh-roofed cha- 
bcr, a c l l  dccoratcd v i t h  =, n~mbcr  of sidc p s s s s c s  Laddcrcd Cmm 20 f t .  i n t o  
collapsed chccbcr -A-th a s n a l l  s t r c x :  rlo:;in,- through the  base of it. High 
up 2. slopilzg m d  bank a p a s o z p  lcads o f f .  Eoo!:s 1X:c tllc c l2  f i r s t  l cvc l  s t m m  
passage but ;;e did not continue cxplorctions.  

X t c r  scranbling out of t h i s  c2.v~ tno very nuddy md t i r c d  cavcro toddled 
back t o  thc  ca r  d t e r  z most successful  caving d2y. 

John Parker. 

Sonc ncnbcrs :;ould l i k e  t o  go on an cxycdition t o  the  T rmk l in  River. 

Thc balks of t he  r i v c r  a rc  limcstonc i n  n w y  places and s o ~ c  cavcs s r c . s i t u -  

ntcd ncar thc  r i vc r .  Yhc t r i p  ;:ould involve rubber-rafting md/or cmocing 

down thc  Fr2xiklin Zivcr then on t o  the  Gordon ::iver rc'iurning t o  SSrahm v i a  

I f  anyonc i s  in te res ted  i n  t h i s  expedition could they please appear a t  

the  next ~c , i iera l  I.:ecting at  the  ;heatsheaf IIotel 2t 8, n.n. on Septcnber 6th.  

OR ;:rite t o  the  Secretary, Box 41 6 P .O., SXDY >AY, 7005 prefcrnbly bcforc thc  

dntc of thc  above nccting. 

NXJAL ?RIP. 
----p. 

Thc pos s ib i l i t y  of n&in& I:,?~rdens -the venue f o r  +,he , ? m u d  Caving t r i p  
:;as suggested at the l a s t  meeting and discussed. 'I?lerc i s  s l o t  of ;:ark tha t  
nccds t o  bc done i n  t h i s  a r c s  - thc  Juncc Ridcc needs surveying t o  t i c  up the  
positiolzs of a l l  the  cavcs, s ign i f ican t  caves could be ourveycd, a id  as c m  bc 
seen f ron John ParkcPs t r i p  repor t s  the re  i s  plenty of hor izontal  caving as m11 
f o r  those ~ h o  are not kccn on the  vcrLica1. Thosc ;:h0 \:ant 2 'urcak f ron caving 
- ::cl1 thc  hoccstcad needs a facc l i f t !  

Lnothcr asse t  i s  t ha t  thc  a r c s  i s  not i so la ted  m d  p ~ r t i c i p a n t c  could 
x r i v c  a id  depart  :;lien convenient. Wsp i t c  t hc  f z c t  t h a t  the  Zuncc-Florcntine 



Spclco Spie l  lio. 137. ?~~-32-  A L I W S ~ ,  1 978. 
i s  one of tllc longest l a o m  caviilg a r c m  i n  TLwnmia the re  i s  s t i l l  a l o t  of 
scope i n  t he  area  and a l o t  of (~mdcr)ground ;:orl: s t i l l  reoains t o  bc covered. 

of t h i s  club, on the  a r r i v a l  of a second daughter, !mle l.:ichcllc. ladre:: cuzd 
Eos c rc  current ly  res id ing  on Yarin I s l m d .  

* John Parker has returned f ron  the  r:ilds of iJc~i Guinea and has bccn nclking up 
fo r  l o s t  t i n e  loca t ing  caves i n  the  Z'lorcntinc Valley. Y!elcone back! 

* Alcx Tubb, subject  t o  A.Gocdels t r i p  l e a i c r s  q p r o v a l ( m d  thc  paying of 
h i s  subscr ip t ion)  has been nadc a f u l l  nmber.  '.'elcone -to the  nob. 

* :&icles f o r  the  Spic l  nay bc l c f t  i:ith I 3 i l l  Micholson a t  t he  City Disposds  
Shop i n  Lhrray St .  H e  w i l l  thcn pass then on t o  Crtrolinc . 
* Ask LILY zbout thc  difference beh~ecn  tubes a d  "tubesv - h c l s  sure got  a 
t a i l  t o  t e l l .  

* 11 book i n  vhich t o  record a11 club t r i p s  i:: being prcpsrcd znd :rill bc l c f t  
z t  thc  quar tcrnas tcr 'o  res idcixe .  Pcople going on 2 t r i p  should'rc,rrister bcforc 
dcpnrt ing ind ica t ing  intcndcd a rea  t o  bc v i s i t e d ,  t i n e  duc bad;, pzr ty ,  c tc .  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
now EOLE. 

IDn the  5th of Lug. a ;:arty conzis t ing of 9111 Bicholson, Im Gothzrd, 
P m c l  2uziclr2, John Ilzlton, Pc tc r  ',:ztts =id '-1.c~ Yu'cb, ba t t l ed  t h e i r  nsy up I I c l l l s  
P a s s u e  x i l  zl"tcr cuch, nc~ot i?~ t io : i  of l ; z te r fa l l s  md  n2rro:: passzgcs locztcd 
;rhat r ? q  rcell be m 21tcrnativc c n L r ? ~ ~ c c  t o  t hc  I o l f  Colt. It h23 bccn suggested 
t h a t  t h i s  cill;r~?cc night  bc :;!lzt ;:as !no:m a:: t hc  Cub 501~ but ::S dynm.itcd i n  
t h ~  ca r ly  d2.p cf thc  c lub ' s  c-vinz x t i v i t i c s .  ,? ;woposcd f u r t h c r  exploratory 
t r i p  i s  plamcd f o r  thc  19th o r  20th of : . u ~ ~ s t .  - sec Icuz Gothard. 

I n i l 1  be a t tending the  fnlzual Dinncr: . . . .  . ( t i c k  i f  a t teading) .  

There n i l 1  be ..... i n  ay par ty .  ( ~ l e z s c  indicntc  c t r n  people you a rc  b r i n a n g )  . 

Iinnual trip - r?lter?ictivc cu~c_s_t~p_n-s~ 

h y  other  suggestions conccr?liii@ the  ,'.nix21 t r i p  p lcase ,  e i t h e r  sen2 sug- 
gcst ions t o  thc  Secretary before Scptenbcr 2nd. o r  make your vic;;o hzorn c t  t he  
Gencral I I c c t i n ~ ,  Scptccbcr Gth, I.Iecting Eoon, I;?leztshcaf Hotel a t  8 P .I:. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Arca: ilatcs: - 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  A i m  of trx: 

p,--- 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  P r e  rcguisitc-_c~~~_b_i&itj~~: 
7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Party ----- l i ~ i & ( i f  applicable) : 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Other co~x!cn>s: 



Surveyed by '2,C.C. l6/!</72 2 5/8/72. 

(P . S h ~ i ,  ;; .Lchnan, i~.Goede, J .Donn~l ly  . ) 
D r x m  by Peter  Shm. 

Instrucleuts: 

100 ft .  f ib ron  tape  Accurxy: nccrcs t  6 inches.  

Suunto Conpaos I I nearcs t  dcgrec . 
i 

Suunto Clinoneter t t  n c ~ x c s t  ' dcgrec . 

Pasnap  1:idths and heights  cs t inatcd.  

Total  nurvcycd P ~ S S ~ G C  lcngth: 1907 f e c t ,  

~ o t s l  dcpth: 420 f e c t .  

Extract  f ron  t r i p  rcpor t ,  Speleo Sp ie l  110. 71. I ; 
i ' i u ~ s t  1372. 1 

" The ncathcr ::a= f i ne  but overcast 2s ;;c s e t  off  I 
l 

f ron  the  F 3 I'ioaxZ xt 5 .X c.12. J u s t  before the  

turn-off t o  il-ormnghznt, :;c i n v c s t i g ~ ~ l c d  2. s r x l l  

s trem. t h z t  f1o::s ccross the  t r a ck  w d  found t h a t  

it s m k  t e n  f e e t  f ron  the  t rcck .  Aftcr  opening up 

the  hole i n t o  :ihich it ;:ss sinking,  lie fow-d a . . 

body-sized s tccply  sloping s l o t  riith 100 percent 

f r i c t i o n  and no footholds,  a t  l.;hich stsw lie rea l -  

ized t h a t  ucre l c t c  f o r  Gornen&llast and h d  t o  go". ! 

- 3 o c W ~ n L c  
Has t h in  entrance ever been f a r t h c r  i n v c s t i p t c d ?  l 

V E Y Y  
LOOSE 

C 


