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Sept. 16th - ANlWAL DIIWER. rhcatsheaf Hotel, IJacqucmie S t r ec t  . 
Pre-dinner dr iuks  7 p.~!. onwards. Dinncr 7.45 I).L?. onwards. 
Get togvther v i t h  your underpound acquaintances f o r  an 
evening of con+viali ty m d  s or~e m c l ~ . a i  r caving and theor iz iw,  

Please note e a r l i e r  s t a r t i n g  t i n e  that. it is on the  
Yucsday .instead of a -!ehesc7.ay. 

Sept.23.24 - Surveying t r i p  t o  the  Junee Ridge. Lenc7.cr: S tuar t  Micholas. 

Late Sept. or  ea r ly  Oct. - Wolf Holc. !ri? eone t i n e  i n  near f i t u r c .  
Contact Brucc I~kIntoall, if  you a re  in te rcs tcd  . by phoning 
hill a-i; Springvalc Hostcl(evenin~.s) .  

Oct. 4th. - General Iketing.  8 P.2 . 1:eeting Room, '??catshcaf Hotel. 

Late O c t .  - Trips t o  Cub Hole and Volf Hole, Hastings. For fu r the r  
d e t a i l s  contact Inn Gothard(aildrcss as  above). 

E\] ovenber . - Binncy 'Ihmnel, Hastings. Linitcd nmbcrs.  Contact 1,Gothard. 
a l so  CROESUS, I o lc  Crcrk, photographic t r i p .  

J,lritec! nu-lbers , f o r  d e t a i l s  ccntnct Tcm Gothard. 

Late Nov./3k.rly Dec. - Il'raining t r i p  f o r  '?rankl$n Rivcr FSrpcdition on 
c i t he r  the  Muon o r  the  P i c to i  Rivcrs. Contact Ian Gothard 
f o r  fu r the r  in formt ion .  

Early Dec. - L o b u t  Batr ic .  Collcgc CRV. Group. m1 scale  weekend 
I C .  t r i p .  Sec Brucc i cTntosh f o r  f'urthcr de t a i l s .  

L Deccribcr 9 - Kubla Y&q- pllotograyhic t r i p .  L11 !BU PITTnlf,ERS. - --- 
Contact E i l l  Tonalin f o r  d e t a i l s .  

" 
JAN. 14-29, 1979 - W'UAL TRTP. 

Base v i l l  be the  ITaydcna Iioncsterd. 
Trips w i l l  includc surveying, exploration,  cave nunbe ring 
in the  Junee-Florentine m c a  RS ~:e11 a s  soc ia l  intcrcoursing. 
Fiainlmd cavcrs are  invitcc? t o  par-t icipatc 'and nay contact 
thc  secretary f o r  f u r t h e r  infornation.  

28th JAN .-5th $%B. - P r d c l i n  Mvcr  Fqed i t i on .  
?he t r i p  t r i l l  be cxtcnckd t o  15th Pcb. f o r  those able t o  
s t ay  'and ~iill involvc flocC-tine up the  Gordon River. 
For f u r t h e r  detcails contact Ian Gothard. 

EDIrrC)RIAL - Please t u rn  t o  page S.  
- I _  



It i s  tritl1 dccpcst rcgre t  t h a t  \;c m-touncc t l ~ c  dcath of mi ly (~cr : )  Skin- 
ner  a f t c r  a shor t  i l l n c s s .  l h i l y  and h e r  imsbmd I:oy havc bccn assoc idml  witb 
our club f o r  nc~ny ycars and t x r c  v c l l  lmam not  only t o  i1c)st Tasnanim cavcrs 
but nany nainland spclcos as  wcll . Thcy no-~cd t o  ,r-!mtiilp Caves i n  thc  ca r ly  
1950's skcn Roy bcc,mc cave thcre  md  l a t e r  czvc supcrintcndcnt v l ~ i l c  
?&lily took c l larr ;~  oi' thc  r c ~ t a u r ~ m t  a t  l' Tkc rJhalet "and sub::cqucntly i n  tI1.c 
ncti building. '?txir s t ay  a t  Iks t ings  r;as thc bcginiiing of 2, pcriod of closc 
cssociat ion ~ J i t h  tbc  c c ~ v j . ~  f r a  t emi ty .  

Sonc ycars ago, after ILoy Sk imer  \;on a Qiurd l i l l  T'cllo:rship, hc m d  PCL? 
vcrc ablc t o  t r a v e l  around t:tc :.,rorld md sec t o u r i s t  cz.vcs %id C w i r  nanaw- 

cent  iil nmy f a r  xray ylaccs. T t  ; as  n pcriod ~ k c n  -tklcy 10unC'L nany ovcrscas 
fricncls . 

lnlcn forccd t o  n VC t o  Iiobnrt about four  yecrs PGO f o r  l ~ a l t h  rcasons 
thcy ~;a inta incd t l l c i r  closc 1;nlrs ~ ,d . t ;~  cavcrs. 1:any club l,lccti;lgs \;ere hcld 
at  t h c i r  honc and Roy naintaincd an m t i v c  in-Lcrcst a s  a cavc ~ i d c  by organ- 
i z ing  sm:cr siildcnlcss cxcursions t o  Exit  Cavc 'and Crocsus. 

-1c !;ill al;;ays rclxlA.bcr PCIJ f o r  hcr  - , a m  ycrumali.-Ly, hcr  i n t c r c s t  rin 
yeung pcoplc ~11d hcr  abilFty 'c:] .. 21Lc v3 S!.-tors Ic! l X ~ C O I I C  a t  honc. 
Sllc w i l l  bc sorcly ~ l i s s cd .  Clur syi~pa-thics t o  ':oy rmd t l ~ c i r  clii1C.rt.n fndrc~;  
and :k1iona. 

Albcrt GocCc . 

Eobart - -  l'iat.ric.,- _Co.ll.~,~c- Cm-ing Gr?ug-'p _f-~$i~vit.&~~s~. 21 -23/7/78 . ~I0,1,~c-,C~r,c,c~ 
Brucc f ;clntosli(~cailcr) ,  B i l l  bic5olson m d  scvcn s - ~ u ~ c I ~ ~ s .  .> * ! 

Saturday rms spent looking f o r  cavc cntrcvlccs but cvcrything Ire founc! 
?xis too f u l l  of va tc r .  .~!cs--t_~;o~r.1~+.cI~ C?yc_ i s  a ~ m s t  f o r  a future t r i p :  %:c 

crcck was f u l l  t h i s  t i n c  -.iitli. m t c r  plun&y; do; n a s l ~ o r t  5c.rGc i n to  m 
i ~ ~ p r c s s i v e ,  accutcly archcd cutrcncc. '%c l~nclosmcrs pcni iss ion ,{as rcadily 
p a n t c d  md  acccss s-i;raifyht LIT t31.c crcck i s  quick a d  casy. &@ss-Cs~ on 
Sunday, iritl: thc crscy up t o  d i s c c  Tort l cvc l  o r  fording. Irilrc~;j.sc, thc 

. pool a t  tllc basc of -tl~c cntraiice . a ! , c r fn l l ,  

. . 
~'uqtj.l-c~-- ~i.c_t,i,iv,i.~~Gi~,s,s;Z . ?he 12-C Cave rnc c fin;; Group l ras. becn t ra ini i lg  on absc i l s  -- - 
,md ladtlcrs sincc Qril t h i s  ycar,  us5.n~ thc  Pink P d a c e  Soutl:: I h e ( l 4  r x t r c s )  
the Proctors Road ~Juar ry  (about 20 !.lcl;res) and thc  invaluable j,~i.clxt~cc of 
E i l l  Micholson . ' :his culninatcd i n  a succc s s f u l  : gf !Ip,lg, cxpccli.tiol? 011 
Saturday, 5/8/70, ;:it. s s s i s t m c c  fro= C i l l  : ?ondi l l  i r c ~ ~ i i i ; ;  l ~ i s  ?lccrc;~.t%on 
Division ha t .  ...m s-tudcrLs ccr:?le-tcd t l x  a b w i l ,  tfic rounc? t r i p  t o  Ldcc 
Pluto, sonc :&nor cxplorntion m::. t , . c  1aLc.r ssccn-t .A-th no hol6ups cxccpt 
the l c i su rc ly  c.sccnt hy -Aicir lcadcr .  -c ' rc l.:cyFi.lg ):or mct!:er t r i p  soon 
f o r  -those sLuc'.ciiLs ',.&.G i::issc . .  'c'tis onc. 

B. j'.c. 

Iicubcrship t o  Lauric Koody, i n  apprccia-tion f o r  h i s  cf'i"crts so cd i t o r  of thc  

Spcleo Spiel  and h i s  ac t ive  in-tcrest  i n  -Ihc club C.urj.n~ i!is tir~le of nenher- 

ship,  d u r i n ~  thc  course of 1Jhicl1 hc a l so  held o f f i cc  a s  president.  
- . - - - - - - . . - - - - I - - -  

liI.iercury" - 6/9/78. ( cx t rac t  ) 
11 Eritish-spcnsorccl cxpcdition tca~il has ci.iscovcred ~:IIF:L ciiuld possibly bc the  
largest nzi;u.ral cave pmsac;c i n  the  ~ m r l d .  . . ,"i -tear2 of spelaeologis ts  led  by 
D r .  h t h o n y  'sltha;: of 3r i ta5n surveycd m r c  t h x l  50 kilol-:e-ircs of cave pass'agc 
i n  Saraiakt  S na-tional park. 

- . . . - - - - - - - - m - - - - -  



AS before thc  :..in of t hc  -hi;? ?;as -the invcs-tigaticxi of the  area between 
Leo IL%orncts 2oad rind Sc t t l ene r t  Road. Chcc w a i n  riorc cavcs verc located than 

A you could pokc a s t i c k  at  - xi11 jus t  describe a f c t ~  m d  givc f u l l  descri;stion 
of all cavss vhcn thcy a rc  eventually nl nbcrcd. 

One interesting c a m  :rllicli -.7as found sp i r a l l cd  doim i n t o  thc  ground f o r  
150 f t .  o r  so, ncarly nalkablc a l l  t he  m.y, cvzd cndcd i n  a rmcl mll. !MW vdlolc 
1cngl;h of t h i s  cave r:as chokcr' ; n t h  s n a l l  r~us!:ro;ns. 

A ncrr cntrancc iras found i n t o  JY 87, a nunbcrcd cavc i n  t hc  area,  and a 
long 1en~i;h of ncx passwc was fount! withL the  a id  of a sl~ovel.  !i!vo other poss- 
i b l e  cxtcnsicms were secn - c e 5 n  with 1;he a id  of t he  spade. 

Six  holes i n  l i n e  . v r c  found along thc  c r e s t  of a l incs tonc ridge and 
onc was investigated. A 15 f t .  p i t ch  lccl i n to  a lLzrzc chmbcr t:len thr~ue;ll a 
squcczc i n t o  a fur thcr  l a rge  chmbcr. The hole ncxt t o  it has a s n a l l  cntrancc. 
Rocks clroppcd i n t o  t h i s  r a t t l c  f o r  a considerable t i n e  ~ r i t h  a s t rong dr&q$$ 
coning out. 

Apart f r o i ~  thcse  I c m  think of 14 other nclr c a m s  found today, nost  not  
ye t  looked a t .  ':%c ciay tlliiigs a re  going there  u i l l  be at l cao t  50 nunbcrable 
cavcs i n  the  a rca  encoqassed by %ornc 'S  and S e t t l e m n t  2cads. 

Jolm Parker. 

Tl~ursday, 10th August - Plorcntinc Valley. 

13ic purposc of -the t r i p  vas t c  vidt -bhc area  around Lco Thorne's Road 
which \;ss burncd out last swxicr ail ;;hcrc John Parker has since discovcrcc! 
about 50 caxe mt ranccs  al l  of vl-~ich a r c  as yc t  un-nunbcred. 'Ic arr ivcd about 
aid-norning and otop:ml at t he  f i r ~ t  s i w i f i c a n t  l i lwstone outcrop on tlic l c f t -  
hand sidc of t l ~ c  ro'd .We v i s i t cZ  a nuuber of holes  ~.!ost of ~ d ~ i c h  w r c  ins ign i f i -  
cant. Onc was  qui tc  inpmssive  nth a 1 ~ x g e  v c r t i c a l  entrance ncar thc  top  of a 
r i d s .  Thc cntr;.nce i s  a s i x  nc t rc  laddcr drop. !Phc cave i,s fc?irly sna l l  and 
fu r the r  progrcss i n  a l l  d i rec t ions  secus t o  bc blocked by rockfa l l  and cavc f i l l .  
Sone of t::c roofs  have f o s s i l s  s tandine out in pos i t ive  r e l i e f  Cuc t o  diffcrcn- 
t i a l  solution.  Sow cood spccincns :;€re sccn. 

VC then v i s i t ed  nearby JP 87 ~rh icb  I ha? not sccn bcfore. '!ithout a short  
ladder the "eas ies tu  entrance, rrl-~ich i s  un-nunbercd, i s  a t i g h t  domnrard sloping 
passage. %e cavc i t s e l f  is  qu i te  i n t c r c s t i n g  with largc  mounts of cavc f i l l .  
A few boncs mm, noticed i n  scvcral  places inclucling son€ in  the  roof.  *The l a t t c r  
were so f a r  gone holrcver, t h a t  -Lhcy f e l l  ~?,yart vllcn I t r i c d  t o  touch thcn. ''c 
found scvcral  s r ~ a l l  cxtcnsions t o  tlw cavc . ' I €  vent out f o r  lunch but rc-turncd 
i n  thc aftcrnoon t o  co l l ec t  som 01 the  bones. 

1%is i s  qu i te  a ,qod cwve t o  take a group of beginners. %c cave is reas- 
onably dry 'ucl has intcrcst ine;  cra1:ls and chisuleys. 

Albcrt Goede. 

Tuesday, 15th i , u p s t  - Ylorcntine Vallcy. 
Party: Llbert  Gocde and John Parker. 

!Ye s t a r t ed  t h e  day by v i s i t i n g  Jl!' 1. 1-1; i s  on a low r i d p  on t he  l c f t  
(west) of the road going t o  tlic bc:cinning of the  t rack  t o  1Chua.d-dun. I urn  
interested i n  having a look a t  thc  dcposits  in t h i s  cave as I m e  Parker had 
collectcc! sonc I?orcstcr kangaroo boncs f ron  there  so~ic  ycars ago. -,'ith John as 
guide it did not tc&c us long t o  f ind t hc  cavc. Tl~c entrancc slope ~ s a s  ae v e t  
m d  p c a s y  a s  ever and the  ropc c m c  i n  very useful .  A t  t h c  botton of tlic slope 
John found an untouched can of p e e n  ginger becr! 'e then vent t o  thc  clayligllt 
chmber and down the  6 r.letrc drop. Not nuch was found i n  the  way of bomc na t c r i a l  
but I pointcd out t o  Jolm an i n t e r e s t i n g  f i s s u r e  from  here I h2d noticcd n strong 
draught on a previous v i s i t .  On cxau imt ion  we dccidcd t h a t  it could be c n l a r g d  
with a crovbar and Jolm ~'a.s e;oine t o  re tu rn  and sce i f  hc could break through. 
(He has s ince  Becn back m d  repor ts  t h a t  it leads  back t o  a known p a r t  of thc  
cave. ) 
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're then drovc t o  Elcven o a d  rrl~crc we ha6 lunch. k f t e r  turning off from 
the :::'lore~tinc :l10ad we drove f o r  3.0 Lns. -to reach a bridge across thc  Flown- 
t i ne .  l if ter  ancthcr 1.1 P a s .  '&here i s  a snoothly rounCcd limestone ridgc on the 
l e f t -hnd  s ide of -Lhe road.. On top of t ' l i s  riclgc i s  JF 119 xlzich was visitcci on 
the m..y back. 1-1; has ;I sloping entralcc  about 1 mctre i n  d i ane t t~ r  vhich leads ' 

i n to  a sna l l  nctwork of p a s s a p s  nost of :d?ich c m  bc,cxplorrd only by crxrling. 
991is cave i s  not :$or-L11 anothcr v l s i t  . 

k?e c0ntinuc.d. on t o  a large sttu-111 splnshcd :ri-th red paint  on the right-  
hand (css tc rn)  s ide of the  road a t  3.8 kr.1~. f r c m  ~ ! I C  br5clg-c. Our purposc vas t o  
look a t  JP 150 vl~ich  J c f f r i c s  had 100kcd aL iiith .Lime Parkcr. Ncithcr John 
nor I had bccn thcrc bcfore so  LT had t o  r c ly  on !isxls sltctch nap. Pron thc 
road thc country slopcs dorm -to:jraxds the -b'lorer?tinc. ?VC spcnt quitc a 7,rhilc I 
bashing around ii? the scrub rrithout suocess. On thc Lirw back John stunbled on 
the sinkholc i n  which J1.7 150 i s  located. '?llc main entrasice is  s i tuatcd i n  the 
north-facing sidc of the  s inkl~olc  and i s  vidc and lolw u i t h  thc f l o o r  sloping 
inwards. I-t i s  m interesting l i t t l e  cavc uhich i s  f a i r l y  spacious insidc ,and 
contains large wounts of dissected clay-rich cavc f i l l .  "berc vcrc a fcv boncs 
i n  thc dcposit hut not enough t o  rrarr,mt cxcavstion. A t  thc low point of +&c 
cavc azas a sna l l  but deep-looking ldcc u i t h  a p a r t i a l l y  bra-ter-fillcd p a s s w  
going off t o  -i;hc l e f t .  A passage t o  tilt ri@lt was cxplorcd by John but did not 
go f a r .  

A t  the f a r  cnd of -thc c m  i s  a sr.lall second fntrancc a t  thc top of a 
stccp nuddy slopc. Johx ;cent out t ha t  !iay irhile I vrcnt back t o  co l l cc t  the 
Pcti boncs 1: had seen. . ' J t l ~ o u , ~ ~ ~  the ca.w i s  short ,  uain passagc i s  of , '  

quitc largc dir~cnsions and it is  well nor th  a v i s i t  on a f ine day as it i s  
only a few ninutcs w d l i  f ron Bhe road. Albert GoeCc . 

I 

Plorentinc Valley - 9/8/78. 

A q u i c k t r i p  out t o  t'i1.e Florcn-Linc Vallcy t o  f i n i sh  of:, i.xploration of 
the area a t  the c& of Sct-tleilcnt iloacl. '?our nui.bcrah.1~ cavcs w r c  found nf tc r  
rxch searching - ilothinz vcry spec-i;mular - r',.ostly crauly shaf ts ,  1017, with 
some nice f omations . . 

141csr caves should be about the l a s t  of thc caves i n  the  x c a  betvcen 
Sett lcncnt a,nd Lco 'Thorncls rloads - vllich \rould n0; t o t a l  about s ixty  nmbcr- 

, a .  

ablc caves. 
10-8-78. Tr ip  up t o  thc  Chairmm area t o  t r y  and c l ca r  thc  cntrmce 

in to  J P  1'37. This cave i s  about 300 yards SE of ' b c  Chairrmn a d  xras found 
about two years ago, but boulders and nounds of s o i l  prcvcntcc'i entry. Aftcr 
2 hours digging and barring thc m t r m c c  .ras clearcd s u f 3 c i e n t l y  t o  alloa 
acccss. F~oL?  here the cavc drops stccyly x::'q m d  f ron thc sound of rocks 
thrown down there i s  cer ta inly considcrahle depth t o  t h i s  cave. 

The posit ion of t h i s  cave i s  i n  l i n c  l.eLrrccn the Chairnan cmd Victcry 
75(JV 110) which toze-thcr v i t h  thc  strong drnu&-L coming f ron  t h i s  cave scCi:s 
t o  indicate tha-t it nay possibly enter the Chairman system. 

r ~ ~ o  othcr  cavcs i.n the v5cinity of the Cllairrxm rclxin t o  bc invcsti-  
gated. One i s  an inflow cavc, 517 123 abovc the Chairman - a now pcromwnt 
creek flows intcj the  cavc rrliich has ncvcr been cn-tcrcci. .Ano-tllcr cavc, the 
fanous ss15 second" (JP 111) 100 yards I\T'i of tlic C11nirm.n has a very narrow 
cntrmce but opens up a f t e r  t h i s .  It has been pa r t l y  dug out but nore work 
nccds t o  be done Gn it beforc exploration of IAc cavc c m  take placc. 

Jolm Pai-lccr. 

Plorcntinc Vallcy - 1 9/8/73. 

Visit t o  the :!lorentj.nc Valley m e n  yct  ,a,ya;i.n aj~d i f  :i rcmer;ber cor- 
t c c t l y  it a nicc sunny d : * ~  - onc of tl'ie f c ~ .  

&gC= by looking aL nrca ncar Bcginxicrs L,uck Cavc - nuxrous  smll 
caves ncar -thc r o d ,  sonc with fornations,  but no large cavcs. 

Drove t o  the end of Sett lcncnt Road, irherc e nmber of caves vcrc 
located t o  the l e f t  of the road. Onc, a dry inflcvr cclvc has low, crawly 
passages. A n  djacen-t  cave has a l a r @  cnt rmcc  going back i n t o  a narrow pass- 
age with nulcrous largc forr;lations . (Continucd on Page 6 . )  



Lt the l a s t  general nccting our ed i to r ,  Caroline Recs, xias forced t o  
subnit her  rcsigpation owing t o  work coimittncnts. Pending the appointnent of 
ano'iicr ed i to r  I m nritj.ng thc  e d i t o r i a l  f u r  -;;his i s m e .  

During the twelve aon-tlis o r  so  the  neubers o l  the  lJq&xa Branch have 
been undertczking sone s t e r l i n g  vork i n  the  ;?lorcntine VLdley anc l  d s o  on the 
Junee Ridge. A vast  nunber of ncri hcles  havc been located but nost rcnain un- 
cxplmcd, On thc other h a d ,  ~ m i y  t r i p s  hevc becn hcld by Hobart rrnbcrs t q  
the s m c  old caves, par t i cu la r ly  'rclf' Hole and " m i n i ~ m  caving1' t r i p s  t o  
1-ole Creck. 

That has happened t o  evcrybody l s exploration enthusiasn? I s n ' t  it 
about t i ne  t h a t  tthc Hobart ncabcrs gave iinnc, Stcvc, John and FJax of Ilaydena 
sone help in continuing the  Pantastic-  ~rork they a re  doing? Rencnber, the  areas 
a t  ITwdcna arc probably &ion& tllc ~ o s t  exc i t ing  i n  .,usf;ralia a-t t h i s  t i n e  as  
f a r  a s  nc;, f inds  arc concerned, 

During the  l a s t  fcrr ~lonths ,  several  p r ~ ~ p e c t i v e  and new nenbers havc 
shown i n t c r c s t  i n  our spor t  pad joincl? our club. Surely, the  bes t  piay f o r  us 
t o  keep up t l i c i r  i n t e r e s t  i s  t o  take thcrl on explorz-iion t r i p s  t o  ncwly locatcd 
caves. ' f iat  about i t ? ?  

S tuar t  Nicliolas. 

Until a new ed i to r  has becn appointcd please foniard m y  a r t i c l e s  f o r  the  
Spiel  t o  Stunrt  Micliolas, 7 Rupcrt Avenue, Ner-r 'Tom, 7008. 

V i s i t i n g  g-ay_~-r-.- 
Rati1eilr)l '-!ebb f r o c  '7-'SG w i l l  be here i n  Tasm in January 1979 

f o r  a confcrencc. After h i s  conferring he w i l l  havc a period f ron J ~ U G  19 t o  
January 29th f r c c  f o r  caving. Ilc has askcd ne t o  t r y  and organizc t r i p s  t o  
Ikczad-dum 'and Exit Czvc i f  gossiblc.  ' ~ x ~ l c i g h  i s  m cxpcrienccd cave surveyor 
and has indica-tcd h i s  willj.ne;ncss t o  survcy sonc scc-tions of Exit.  

Could anyone rrho i s  intcrcstccl i n  ci-thcr of tlicsc - t r i p s ( l e d i n g  o r  par- 
t i c ipa l i ng )  please l e t  ne lrnori as  soon a s  possible. 

'.'or m y  ncnbcrs rrho did not meet Ravlcigb r.hen he .rms hcrc ear ly  t h i s  
year, !IC i s  an ex t r cmly  entl iusiast ic zuy m& hence r ~ e  should make cvcry e f f o r t  
t o  run t r i p s  f o r  him durinf; h i s  v i s i t .  

3 tua r t  Ilicholas . 

l' SAW OUll CAVES " T - SIJSjIITIS- ! .  
. - m - -  ---  h--. - - 

The University of C~ueenslcmd S p c l e o l o ~ i c a l  Society i s  s e l l i n g  T-shirts with 

"Save Our Caves" pr inted across the  f ron t ,  t o  r a i s e  noney f o r  a cwpaign t o  

save the  1'-L. ?3tna caves from nining in t e r e s t s .  

Tlic pr ice  of the  l G s l ~ i r t s  i s  $4.50 each plus 60 cents postLa@, .'mc! they arc 
available i n  nost s izes ,  and i n  t l x  colours blue, grccn, zrhite, yellow,. bone 
and orange. 

Orders nay be placed trith: Uni. of Q'land. Speleological Society, 
C/O 'i'hc Union, 
University or  Queensland, 
s!~! .r;rrcJn, QLD, 4067. 

or: The Secretary, 
Tasnanian Cavcrnec riw Club, 

Box 416, P.O. S d y  Bay, '!'as. 7000. 



Several o ther  cavcs nerc found ncarby, onr with good fornation.  !&c 
a rea  a t  the  end of Se t t l e a rn t  Road looks r ea l l y  good f o r  furblter caving f inds  
rri-th nuucrous dolincs t h r o u ~ l ~ o u t  thc  ,area. 

John Parker. 

Tda B q  and Zastings - -::cdnesday, 23rd ,rlwst, 1978. 

r!cnt t o  Ida B a ~ r  t o  v i s i t  Loons Cavc e.s pa r t  of ay research work. J had 
hopcd t o  swiu in through the l o t x r  cntrance rrcaring a ~ r c t  s u i t  as tllc uppcr 
en t rmcc  i s  s 25 nc t rc  drop which I could not ncgct ia tc  ~ritl~ou-I; a s s i s tmcc .  
A s  it turned out thc  loiicr cntrance was f u l l  of m t e r  and I vas unable t o  10- 
catc the upper m i r m c e .  ;is thc rreathcr JiaS wct 5: only ~mde a shor t  search. 

I n  order t o  a s s i s t  o ther  pec,plc who m n t  -to v i s i t  the  c2ve the  folloir- 
i n g  arc  the  d i rec t ions  f o r  f i nd in s  it and a dcscrip'cion of the  s i t c .  Turn. off 
st Ida  Bay and folloir the  Bou-l;h Lunc Road. Aftcr 1.2 kms. you cross the  r a i l -  
tray l i ne ,  %cn drive f o r  another 2.8 h s .  - a point  about 400 ~ile-tres on thc  
Ida Bay side of tlie turn-off t o  the l ines tonc quarry. On the  nor th  sidc of 
thc  road i s  a hydro polc (No. P 2774). About 10 r ~ c t r c s  fu r the r  on a small 
s t r e m  crosses under thc  road  fro^:^ lcf-L t o  r i gh t  through n concrete pipe. 
?%is is the  S-Lrem -Lhxt flows through Loons Cnvc. It r i s e s  i n  a spr ing a few 
ne-krcs army frnln the  road. !l'ivc ne t rcs  pas t  tile S-Lrca crossing on the  south 
( l c f t )  s idc of thc  road I have t i c d  thee bluc tapcs t o  n 20 cns. d ienetre  
gun -tree. 1r:ron herc a l i n e  of tapcs IcaCs t o  t he  lower entrance of Loons Cave 
(U3 2) - a downrrard sloping hole a good ne t re  across v i t h  water i n  thc  botton. 
:?his appcars t o  reprcsfnt  an old chaslncl of -the S-ircm. ':"ken J nas there  con- 
d i t ions  vrere very we-t but I an t o ld  t h a t  under dry conditions it i s  possiblc 
t o  swin through i n t o  Loons Cavc . ?his cave i s  rrcll vor-th a v i s i t .  It has m 
act ivc  s t r e m  passage, sorr  good formtrion, tl.:o b i z  wens  l c cd ing  up tosisxds 
the s a r fmc ,  p lenty  of mud a n d  s o w  zood craxly passa2;es fu r the r  in .  

I n  the  afternoon I 7.ren-t t o  Hastings and r ~ - ~ a p c d  t hc  t rack  t o  'iolf Hole 
as n c l l  as doing sone -track cleari.ng. !?he beghil ing of the  t rack  i s  narked 
with three  blue tapes. 13ecausc of the  i n t e r c s t  of  o ther  nonbcrs J havc a l so  
narlwd the f o m e r  cn t rmcc  t o  the  Cub Hole. On thc  r i g h t  hand s idc  of thc  
Qrack where i-t c l i~nbs  s tceply  I: have t i e d  thrce blue t q e s  on a horizontal  
sapling. 'lhc Cub Hole i s  about 4- metres t o  -tllc r i e h t  a-L %he base of n 101: 

c l i f f .  It i s  inpossible t o  en te r  a t  prescl?.t ~ri-thou-t doing sorx cxcav a t '  ion. 

Slorcntinc Valley - 24th Auwst, 1378. 

This ]!as a day t r i p  t o  f i n i s h  sly dcscr5ption of the excavation p i t s  i n  
!Pitans Shcltcr(JY 97) and t o  t r y  and rc loca te  ~!'rankconbc Czvc. The lilorning a t  
!Pitcans Shc l tc r  was uncvcnlful. I then drove do~m -i;o ,;hc v i c in i t y  of Frank- 
conbe Cavc. :lll?c a t rcau t h a t  f l m ~  -Lhrou~$~ -the ccve crosses W-dcr the r o d  fron 
ea s t  t o  vrcst about 350 n r t r e s  pas t  -Lhc .::'rizons ?oac'~ -turn-off(5.8 k m .  past  thc 
Set t lcnent  :load -turn-off) . Condi-iiuns h& bcc;; vcry ;ret and Lhc strccm aras 
running strongly(nf6cr a dry s p e l l  i n  sumer  it ].:ay sor~etirlcs stop running). 
liost of thc  area bckmen here ond ', 'rizons ''.ocad has bccn bunit  out l a s t  smmer 
md  of fc rs  excellent oppprtunit ics f o r  surf  ace explora-Lion. f ol lomd a ncvly 
rxde cat t rack rrhich heads ~ ~ s t  fror! 30 i:letrcs south of whcrt. tllc s t r e m  ~ w s  
under the road. After a shor t  clis-l;,mcc the  t rack  runs close t o  t he  base of a 
s tccp l incstonc h i l l . .  A t  this point  thc rc  is  c?. l a rge  b u m l  t r c e  ly ing  
against  the h i l l s i d e ,  cut  off fron thc  basc . ?ran h t r c  the  t rack  swings to- 
wards the  north. L shor t  distance along th rce  bluc tapes  t i e d  around a S-tmd- 
ing  dead t r c c  ind ica te  the  route -to :!rankconbe Cave. I-t i s  only a shor t  vralk 
t o  the cn t rmcc  and i s  well narked by blue t a p t s  . lns ide  the  streail was run-- 
ning strongly.  ' k c  c rau l  l o d i n f ~  t o  the  fornat ion sect ion of the  cave had up 
t o  10 cm.  of standing water i n  it md  rcquircd a ce r t a in  =aunt of s k i l l  t o  
ncgotiatc isithout p;ctting too ve t .  Wobody appears -to liavc bccn t o  t h i s  cave 
f o r  sorle t i n e  but i- t  i s  ..-re11 worth a visit. 

V i s i t s  t o  the  fornntion secLion of the cave should be l i n i t c d  t o  sna l l  
pa r t i e s  m~d care should bc taken t o  1::ininize cl,ulagc. 

Albert Goede . 



S eleo Sp.ic1. No l38 2-L- -- - ~. . * - - -*- - -  .A %E ?A a-- S etcnber - a .  - -  J - - .  19'78. - m __ 
U p ~ e r  !l?i@r area, iplorentine Valley - 27/8/78. 

Party-: John Parker, Sue ?ecncy , Geof i' Fishcr,  Christopher Davies and lhx Jef f r i c s  --. 
( a l l  'P .C .C. haydcna ~rculch) . 
Y\?o c a r  loads of eager cavcrs hcadcd f o r  Gi t tus  Road i n  the  uppcr Tigcr 

arcn of the  Plorcntine to invest igate  a couple cf hclcs  discovered thc  prcvious 
day i n  uy work arca. J'owvcr, x f t c r  uch grovell ing around i n  some of then the  
area  rras soon abatloncd. Yothing sc,  ncd t o  go. Gcoff  as -the poor soul sent dom 
onc shaf t  by l'ddcr only t o  dead cnd a t  30 f t .  Suc \;as coaxcd i n t o  another 
l i t t l e  t i g h t  squeeze a d  pronised rc ,p la r  n c n l s - u n t i l  "the endt1 i f  unable t o  
ge t  out cagain while rrc hcrocs vatchcd on. This hole a lso  f i z z l cd  ctftcr sone 
f i f t e e n  f cc t .  A quick lunch a d .  thc1? I?C ntljournc2 t o  llorncf S Boad. Scnding Sue, 
Gcoff and C?lris d o ~ n  a ne:r cn t rmcc  i n t o  JF  87 t o  have s look, John culd J pro- 
cecclcd ~ri t . ' ;  a crowbar t o  nzke a cavc out of a sl~a.11 opcning John had previously 
found ncorby . After, mch  barring,  groanins, cursine;, miL l i f t i n g  :ic f i n a l l y  
gaincd €i~bry t o  qui-i;~ a p r e t t y  l l i t t l c  cave wit11 s u e  fom~a t ion  :md s couple of 
separate ~ h ~ w b e r s ,  but no p ro~ ixc - t s  of acLytbing fu r thc r .  -!c11 worth a nunbcr - 
35 3,. of pwsasc  xhich could possibly be cx-tendcd i f  one f e l t  cn tus ias t i c .  
Bext a t t ack  was on a mall tight squcezc a lnost  conplc-bcly blocked by rocks 
and d i r t  but rocks thrown dorm indicz-Led it n i & t  bc qui tc  dccp. Aftcr ~luch 
cxcavc,tion nc r ig@ a ladclcr . By now the  otlzcrs had joined us  and t h i s  tbx 
it vas Christ t u rn  t o  bc the  scapc goat ,ad bc f i r s t  down -bhc loddcr. "It's a 
go-er" - so do>m went thc  r c s t  of us. Qui te  n b i t  of roon rritlz nutlcrous ~tuddy 
c r a~ r l s .  Saw sonc f o s s i l s  but there  was l i t - t l c  fornat ion.  One 1,zrgc shaf t  ended 
i n  R c l c w  pool(sunp) looking a c o u ~ l c  of ~ d x c s  decp. A s w e r  pos s ib i l i t y  t o  
continuc pes t  pool. Next n quick lock a t  JB' 71 - j u s t  a "Cooks Tourt' t o  prove 
t o  our v i s i t o r s  t h a t  sonc of our cavcs hcvc ~ o o d  f o r m t i o n .  As it i ~ a s  now get- 
t i n 3  l a t c  5 w a r y  cnvers rcturncd t o  their respective hones a f t e r  m enjoyable 
d'~. hlax Jcf  f r i c s  . 
Volf Jiolc - 2/9/78. 

P.art1: S tuar t  Nicholas, Tony IYorzm' ,and Jcn Snith. - 
or ig ina l l y  t h i s  t r i p  t o  have becn l e d  by Ian Gothad but a s  1 had 

seen nothing of h in  f o r  a couplc of necks I dccidcd t o  go alyvay md introduce 
'?any md I m  t o  the gent le  ar t  of scni-vertical: caving. TIic nmcs  a r c  probably 
no+, f m i l i a r  t o  nost  n c ~ b c r s  but bo-tll have becn on n couplc of - tr ips ,ancl now 
ordy necC a t h i r d  t r i p  \:it11 a d.i.f.:'crcnt leader  t o  qual i fy  f o r  ncnbership. 
Any t03icrs7 

J 'e~uwhilc ,  bcck at the  cave . . ! . . Len m-d q s e l f  hacl decidcd t o  do 
a l i t t l e  s0unc1i.n~ 5-11 Il&e Pluto t o  6etcr1.ij.m j.ts dcpth. ; ' i t i - 1  t h i s  i n  mind, :?et- 
s u i t s ,  f i sh ing  l i l i c s  md  all .  thc  otl.!cr gear vas haulcd up t o  the cave en t rmcc .  
A s  anyone f m i l i a r  with them r r i l l  knov, the isls-l;all~1:t?'.on. of a good-fitting 
~ r e t s u i t  on a body i s  not a p r c t t y  s i gh t  a t  the  best  of tiixs. 1,cn squimcd in to  
h i s  f a i r l y  ea s i l y  but troublc rias &cad f o r  nc. About m hour 's  t i n e  md  half  
a t i n  of t a l c  l a t c r  ny s u i t  ];as r~lore o r  l e s s  on ( l e s s )  thmko t o  thc hclp of 
Len 'and 'roiiy . 

I n  thc  cave i t s e l f  :ias c l i J ~ t l c  disapyointcd t o  sec so many boot p r i n t s  
- :;lhcrevcr there  i s  so f t  riud sorx?onc h,d r;nllced .Ij'mough it ..- !?his . cave i s  used 
a s  a1trc in- i i lg tcnv~,  which nay o r  nay not  bc a good thing,  I don ' t  know. Rut 
cvcrycnc should r ea l i z e  t h a t  nucl i s  j u s t  as uuch forrm-Lion as  'are the  usual 
speleo-i ; l~r~s . 

!Ll~crc w r c  sigiis of rcccn-l; s t rong f lovs i n  a l l  the  s ~ ~ a l l  s t r e w s  flowing 
i n  t h e  c m  but l cve l s  w r c  back -L(., norrml f o r  our t r i p .  

Spurrccl on by ny assurances t h a t  "the lzkc i s  only a f ey  ninutcs f ron  the 
bottom of -Lhc cn t rwcc  pi tch" ,  we s p m t  ovcr 'tvo hours unsuccessfully looking .. 
f o r  it. ~ t h  my ncoi,rcne skin  ac t ing  as  a 11obile s a m a  ( b n  hr7.i:. -1;a;:cn h i s  o f f )  
vrc cvcntually retreated. !:y r i p ; i ng  a Gibbs asccnc?er on the t i c d  off  belay ropc 
I: was ablc t o  sa fc ly  c l i ~ i b  thc  lnddcr, stopping f requent ly  f o r  cooling of f  
]?urposcs. The sc l f -be lw worked very i i e l l  - no jami.ng, l i t -Llc  s lack - Lmd T 
recornend t h i s  idea  t o  myone forccc! t o  c l h b  a l&i!cr vi.U~out a bclaycr at 
tile top (-the ropc is s t i l l  nec dcd 07 ccoursc ) . 



After uorc s t ruggl ing ny s u i t  was rccovcc- by Ilen and Tony and pronptly 
dcclared "too smll". J'ollobiing t he  usual ladder r o l l i n g  ccrcnony rrc toddled 
off hone having had an cnjcyablc i f  unsuccc s s fu l  dcqy. 

Plorcntinc Valley - Sct t lencnt  and Leo !??hornets Roads - 9/9/78. 

Party: Geoff Pishcr,  Sue Tceney and Greg Ludford. - 
Ye l e f t  town a-t 8.00 a.r.1. arrimiiig X L  k x  Jefi:riesl placc a b i t  & t e r  

'9.00. lkx ~43s as 110spitahlc as always m d  rie discussed our pl=s over thc  
usual cuppa . Unf or-L~mn-Le l y  , J- .ax h 4  'ousine ss c?-t hone and couldn t acconpmy us. 

A s  Greg hndnlt been c a v k g  beforc, it ms ckciclcd - L h t  we'd begin ~ 7 i t h  
To~lppano/Eeginners J!uckl1 'an6 l a t e r  gc: <and have a pokc uc;und a t  s o ~ c  of Jolm 
Parker' S discoveries. 

We s t a r t cd  a t  Eeginners Luck with the air1 of e x i t i n g  a t  81 . "!c followed 
the  tunnel f o r  som distance u n t i l  it eventually opened up i n t o  a rccasonablc 
sizcd c h s b e r ;  There didn ' t  appear t o  bc ,wywhcrc to go f ron there  cxccpt d m .  
'.;c were thinking about. t h i s  then Grcg hqqencd Lo no-ticc a patch of l i g h t  up 
near thc  cc i l i ng ,  vliich lookccl i n t c r e s t i n ~ .  ;!c cliL!bcc! up onto a ledgc and 
crawlcd off t omrds  tile l i g h t .  Prcn a distancc it lookcs largc  enough t o  go 
t h r o ~ ~ g h ,  however, on c loser  exaiiiiation it ::as very slilall - and lousy ?; i th 
spiders and cavc c r icke t s  - yuccchhh! ! rc ing  reluctant t o  go back thc m y  
we'd been, krc did i n  f a c t  ,' manage t o  squeczc out t h i s  - obviously - new e x i t .  
I t  was so t i g h t  t h a t  helncts  md  batteries hacl t o  be renovcd and men thcn it 
was s t i l l  n squecze. '.!c a l l  f e l t  qu i te  proud of our discovcry cxcept f o r  one 
th ing - t he  entry t o  JP  81 17as only t en  fec-t aFirc7J! ' ' c  had ayparently been 
nuch c loser  t o  it vhen underground than tit- h'ad rmkoncd. _4nymy, t h a t  nox 
n&cs four  entrances tha-L :!c Pacw of t o  th t  systcn. 

I > T c ~ t  ve vlrcnt over t o  'or.i?yano ,mcl rren-L i n  t l x r c ,  coning out by ncans of 
t hc  lailcler we'd l e f t  a t  ncginners Juck. !!as anyone ever enccuntered wo~zbxts i n  
t h i s  systen? By the  tray it sne l l s  ( s t i nks  ! ! ) ,  thcy s t i l l  l i v e  there .  C a n ' t  say 
I ' d  look for.rard t o  conine face t o  fecc with onc i n  the confincs of a tunnel ! . 

Aftcr lunch we drovc around -to Leo ::'i:orncls Road and h c ~ l c d  ovcr t o  thc  
ridge i.:ax had dcscribcd. !Cbc f i r s t  cmc iras easy ci~ou& t o  f ind .  It uas 1::arked 
by a p l a s t i c  Aussic f l a g  - courtcsy of John Pca.rl:cr. 

A s  rlcnticnccl i n  m e a r l i e r  t r i p  rcpor t ,  iAc en t rmcc  i s  qu i te  l a rge ,  
thc  cave i t s e l f  bei.nc cntercd by l 'ddcr, approx. 25 fec-i;. '!c ~!!aAc a prc t t y  
thorough check 3ut i?crcnl-t ablc t o  f ind  rmch i n  thc  m y  of tun;?els. "bcrc 
ncrc sonc f ornations ins idc ,  but nothing very spectacular . 

3 o n  thcrc  WC went t o  thc o a c r  s ide  of the riclgc tc .  check out motl?cr 
new cave. !Chis onc v;as norc convcntional, b c i n ~  jus t  a c l e f t  i n  the  rock. !!c 
dcscendccl about 30 f t .  and found t h i s  c2ve t o  be s ic l i lar  t c i  tlic one before, 
a largc  chmbcr strewn tr i th bouldcrs. It had sonc reasonable Tomntions but,  
again, nothing o ~ l s t ~ m c l i n g .  

Re-turning t o  thc  surfLacc WC dlscusscd thc next novc and dccided against  
going on t o  J11' 87. Instcad we writ out t o  the pagoda and chcckcd out thc  
bridgeworks going on nearby. 

!!e thcii l c f t  f o r  hydcna  'md reported our s a f e  re turn  t o  Max. 

Geoff Xsher .  

O R  S A L E !  - -.- ! 

()V l incd  "Yarner John" s t y l e )  

S i z , , .  ' r i l l  f i t  you i f  you a r e  about 176 cns. - t a l l  arid of ned im  build. - 
You DF P T '  l 'EIX nccd t o  be s l la l lcr  t h m  ne! 


