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FPORVARD PROGRALLE:

EVERY WEDNESDAY( probably, depending on interest and der'a:nd)
. ... = LXCEPT the first Uednesdaj of thé nonth, b
- laddering, belaying, SRT'ing, etc. practices - ' o
- Contact Stuart Nicholas for times, places, etc. - Ph. 28 3054.

Novenber 11 - Saturday: Exploration of JI 137 - a pot near The Chairman and
.y Victory '75, as yet unexplored,. Leader: Stuart Wicholas.

Liovenber 15 =  VIDLLSDAY: COLL IT?TLE  MEELING, 8'P.l.
at the Wheatsheaf Hotel.

November 25,26 - Sat.f Sun.: Purther exploration of The Chairman.
HELP is needed for portering of gear mo- if Jou are free
that weeLend nlease lend a hand.

Leader:” Bill chholson

Novenmber 29 - JEDIITSDAY : lieeting for ALL those going to Kubla Khan ‘
‘ " the following weekend. Bill Tomalin. :

December 2,3 - Sat.& Sun.: Kubla Khan trip for photography and possible
. clean-up of some sections. .Leader: ©BPill Tomalin,

Decenber 6 =~ WEDHESDAY: GENERAL LETDTIHG. . 8 P.I. .
lieeting Room, Wheatsheaf Hotel 314 hacquarle St., South Hobart.
o People with slides to show = YES PLTASE. S
Jen.14-29 -  MNUAL TRIP. | B
Base will be the Liaydena lomestead.

REQUIRED - someone with ideas for the Annual Trip, vwhich
for this year is tc be a two week onslaught to the Junec-

. Tlorentine area. Jork to be carried out includes explor-
“ation of the newly discovered holes in the Vlestern Floren-
tine, closing of the Junee Ridge survey traverse and ex-
ploration of reraining holes on the ridge.

Any other brilliant flashes of inspirction nay be directed to
Bruce ileIntosh,vho is the co-ordinator of the whole affair,
at Springvale lostel, 2 ilidwood.Strect, liew Towm, 7008.

Jan,28-Feb.,5 -  Posgible Franklin River Trip. TAITED: { Leader,
Mid.January = -Surveying -trip(s)-to Exit Cave by 7.1.5.G. nember Raulefﬁh

" Vebb. Need a small group with at least one person who is fam-
iliar with some, or all, of the cave to give assistance.
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NOTE: For more information on these trips and any impromptu ones that may
occur come along on Vednesday evenings to the \heatsheaf Hotel.

EDITORIAL, .

It seems that conviviality and freindship has returned to the Club,
Wednesday night gatherings are attracting quite large crowds even with exams
close at hand. As can be seen from the trip reports, caving is also going ahead
at a great rate in thet prime caving area, the Junee-Florentine.

The recent discovery in that area of quite 0ld animal bones has also
helped to heighten the interest in the Yestern Florentine. John Parker is still
hard at work out there discovering yet more caves, many of which are still
waiting.to be explored, Stuart Nicholas.

Large posters advertising the VACCON Conference, and depicting a close-up
of a droplet of water on a helictite, have been received by the club, Sale
of these is hoped for to recoup printing costs. JTan Gothard has several cop-
ies and at. $1.00 each they represent excellent value. |

A new magazine aimed at cavers has hit the world market:-

CAVING INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINE ' -

is for the caver who is interested in the world-wide caving scene, It is an
Fnglish language publication with the emphasis on caving in North America,
Australasia and Burope. Translations of significant exploration, articles and
techmical developments will occasionally be included from foreign publications,

The magazine will be published quafterly and the firsgt issue was due
out in September, 1978. Cost 8$A6.25 -surface mail or $A8.60 - air mail,

For details on ordering contact Ian Gothard. |
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- DESIGN A COVER TOR YOUR MAGAZIKE,

Aspiring artists in the club are requested to submit their ideas for
a new cover-page design to the editor before November 30,

A prize in keeping with the spirit of the club will be awarded for the
winning entry, so put pen(or pencil) to paper and discover your hidden talents.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: .

Albert and Judy Goede have moved house to 6 Seacroft Court, South Arm.
As there are no mail deliveries in that part of the world their postal address
is P.0. Box 338, SANDY BAY, 7005, Their phone number is 39 9265,

The South Hobart phone number which also appears on the Search and
Rescue list has been disconnected,

SUBTERRANEAN SHRIMPS OF TASMANTA,

The latest issue of Helictite (Journal of Australasian Cave Research)
vol.15(1) contains an article by P.S.Lake and D.J.Coleman "On the Subterranean
Syncarids of Tasmania", This is the group to which the well-knowm Tasmanian
liountain Shrimp Anagpides tasmaniae belongs. Its occurrence is mentioned in
caves  at Mole Creek, Hastings and Ida Bay. A special mention is made of the
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Anagpides in Lake Pluto in the Wolf Hole System which is the only locality where
an eyeless form has been found. Anaspides from this locality also differ in the
number and arrangement of spines on the telson from surface dwelling representatives
and they are obviously an isolated population of true cave dwellers(troglobites).

The article features a photograph of a blind Anaspldes collected by Peter lurray
from Lake Pluto three years ago.

lost of the species mentioned in the paper have not been recorded from caves
but have been collected from springs, river beds and crayfish burrovws. Several
new species have been found in recent years and some of these may turn up in caves
sooner, or later.

- The only ‘other species found in caves so far is a gpecies of Atopobathxgella
from a sandbank bordering the underground stream in WVestern Grand Fissure, Exit
Cave, It sras collected by a Japanese scientist nearly four years ago, Club members
are not likely to spot that one., It lives in water between grains of sand and is
so small that it is barely visible to the naked eye! ‘

. Albert Goede.

TRIP REPORTS.
Tlorentine Valley -~ 8-10-78.

As usual I trundelled out to the Florentine Valley to continue looking at
the burnt out area, and to try out the new wonder cave-numbering drill.

Began by continuing exploration of the big cave mentioned in the previous
report, sceveral new passages found, but as per usual the light failed and I had
to high-tail it out with a camdle stump -~ this cave is still going - numbered
JF 154.

Fron here checked out the limestone dome just before the Frizons Road turn
off. Slogged around the hill finding little, till Tim(dog) nosed dowm a tiny crack
between some boulders and using a crovbar I broke into a low~roofed sloping cham~
ber with many formations - high in one cornmer a small passage lead off - entering
into a long high-roofed passage with a lot of formation, A number of side: passages
lead off but only one was looked at and this led up into the roof ending in a day-
light hole. The main passage ended in a narrow squeeze, but this was bypassed by
a high-level passage that entered a large chamber halfway up the wall, with-a high
arched roof above and a large sandy sump below and with passages leading off. Hav-
ing no ladder I could not investigate further. The cave was numbered JT 160.
Suggested nane - "Tim's Reward".

Looked at a few other holes at the rim of the above limestone dome. Ome
cave - after a bit of work with the bar - opened up into a spiralled, walkable
passage ending in a small, formation filled chamber. About 75 feet of passage,
numbered JF 159, Fifty yards east of the previous cave another hole was located,
consisting of a 25 ft. pitch lecading into two small chambers complete with crick-
ets and scveral frogs. The cave has two adjacent entrances - the "easiest" en-
trance being the one numbered. Anyone contemplating looking at this cave would
have to have suicidal tendencies, it being near inpossible to get out of the nar-
row pitch - pieces of my overalls will be seen hanging all the way up this pitch.
Cave numbered JF 163. .

A cave was noted 60 ft. north of the above and con31sted of a 30 ft. pltch
ending in nothing - VERY DANGEROUS - not numbered.

- steep entrance slope into large chanmber, many'formatiens,thena 20 £+,
pitch into collapsed chamber with incredible number of bones. Small
stream in the cave; some nasty boulders suspended in the roof,

JF 155
JI' 156 - Small cave 200 ft. west across from JF 154 at the basc of the ridge.
™o entrances, 50 ft. of narrow passage.
157 -~ Cave 150 ft. ,north of JP 156 - two entrances, narrov passages.

A number of small caves were noted at the end of the rldge closest to Prunkcombe
Cave but these were not numbered.

JF_158 - Small, two-levelled cave, both levels leading down into a water-filled
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sump. Cave is 250 ft. west of Frankcombes Cave, at the base of ridge - three
entrances, the'cpntral one being numbered.,

JI 164 - Small cave in the second low limestone ridge on the left of Leo
Thorne's Road going out along the road =~ consists of low passage
with some formations, ending in a small, muddy pitch which was not

investigated,
JF 165 - Alternative entrance to JF 87, No ladder needed - a few yards north
of JI" 87. ' '

JF 166 = Small cave consisting of sloping pitch of 20 ft, into chamber with
number of formations - a squeeze into another chamber again with
" formations, Situated 60 ft, north of JF 165 in side of small valley,

JF 167 - ' Cave to be found in the head of the first limestone ridge on the
left going out Leo Thorne's Road. Low, wide entrance leading into
a maze of muddy crawvls,

JF 162 - Small cave in the Junee Ridge below The Chairman track, near JF 143,
Narrow entrance - 60 ft. pitch insight - not explored.

The cordless drill makes numbering a breeze - the charge lasts about
twenty holes,
John Parker,

Florentine Valley - Sunday, 15-10-78,

- . Continued investigation of Frizons Road arca. Firstly looked at JI' 160
mentioned in the last report. Using a ladder I got down into the sump - the
pitch being about 15 ft. The walls of the sump chamber arce covered with forma-
tions extending from roof to floor. From the pitch a nunber of low, dry pass-—
ages lead off, also a narrow fissure tube lecading dovm into vhat seens like
another chamber. None of these were looked at as at this point the faithful -
light punctually failed, :

Then looked at the lower ridges further dowm I'rizons Road. Numerous low
snall passages found throughout the area, but feir caves of any size., Three
caves were nunbered - tivo others may rate tags after a bit of digging.

JF 168 - Cave to the west of JF' 160, about 300 yds. - one ridge from F'rizons
" Road. VBRY difficult entrance pitch of about 20 feet lcading into a

quite large, well-decorated chamber - many bones embedded in and
around the rimpools and flowstone. Several passages lead up towards
the surface from this chamber - these all interconnccted and con-
tain many formations. From the main chamber a narrow squeeze leads
into another small chamber, togther with several passages - one
leading into o sump.

JF 169 - A small cave on the crest of the same ridge as JF 168 but 40 yds.
further west, It consists of two well-decorated chambers - together
with many bones deceply embedded in flowstone, some of large size,

JF 171, = Rather a small cave with a low sloping roof and a few muddy forma-
tions. Cave to be found in low limestone crest at the corner of
the main Prizons Road and the spur road, which runs behind Frank-

conbe Cave ridge. John Parker,
P.S. - Need more tags please - at least 40,

Florentine Area -  Saturday, 21-10-78. -

Cavers arrived at Steve and Ann's place at 10 a.m, - a party of seven
from TCC, Hobart and John Parker, Amn,and Max Jeffries from MNaydena Branch.
Owing to sickness with one of Amnn's recent arrivals of twin kids(goats) her
devoted love and kindness prevailed and she decided to nurse the sick kid and
go caving another day - full points to Ann. The rest of the party headed for
the Florentine. Albert Goede, John Parker and myself to the Frankcombe Cave
areca to explore John's recent discoveries, with Albert deadbent on the numer-
ous bone deposits,
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Bruce McIntosh, Roy Skinner, Mark Forwood(luscles), Diana P., Caroline Rees
and friend were going to do some photography in Welcome Stranger and meeting us
later, As they weren't too familiar with the cave's locality I did a detour round
Viest Field to show them the entrance. I then continued on to join Albert and John
who by this time werc just returning to the surface like prehistoric cannibals
loaded dovm with bones from JF .154. Tn o matter of minutes we were descending
yet another cave(JF 155) which was quitec large with an casy entrance to a chamber,
We then rigged a 30 ft. ladder and while T sat at the top of the pitch playing in
the clay like a child, John and Albert descended into ‘the depths and then up a
stecp climb into an aven in the roof vhere the bone deposit is. From the over-
heard conversation it sounded good. After a short time they started a shuttle ser-
vice of plastic bags of bone down the slope and then up the ladder with which I
assisted for & few minutes. It reminded me of a check-out counter in a Supermarket.
Albert, now quite ‘delighted with a good quantity of wery old bones, decided to go
and have lunch (I suggested pre-historic soup - but no go!). Lunch over, we three
noved dowm Frizon's Road in ny ute to yet another of John's.finds. It iz only a
few yards off the road in a small dolinc. After another crow-bar job to gain
access (the handtool of the profession) we entered cave number JF 160. This is quite
o fantastic cave formation-wise for this area, with some 400 ft. of nain passage
plus side passages and it still has prospects of going on with the aid of & rope
to an upper level, We did quite & bit of -exploring in this cave and rigged one
ladder pitch, but cverything petered out. John intends to explore the upper level
with Ann on Sunday as prospects there look good. We just couldn't stay to argue
with 'still more caves to do, so out and on agnin, The nezt was cave number JI' 169,
Rather small, but a bonanza for Albert uvith quite extensive bone deposits, He sras
delighted to find the Jjaw bone and tooth deposit of a marsupial-lion some ten
thousand years old and, I think, only the third knovm find of this in Tasmania,

One more to go said John -~ only a small drop but bl..dy tough. Ladder
rigged and dotm a tight squecze 10 ft, onto the floor of a reasonable sized cham-
ber. hile the relentless search for bonecs went on here I pushed another squeecze
which John had dore previously into another big chamber with quite good fornmation.
I did quite a bit of fossicking in here in an effort to push on but it doesn't
seern to go. On returning to the first chamber I discovered my mates had done a
bunk back to the surface. The tight squeeze up and out is only short - but a
real bottler. Onc almost needs muscles in his excretea to get out, but with
John on the surface pulling and directing and me grunting and farting, I finally
reached good old terra ferma again. John and I still had a bit of petrol in our
tanks so we madc a quick dash to investigate still another cave in the Upper
Tiger arca, vhich my vorkmate had found the previous day. Quite a roomy cave
some 50 ft.. long. A couple of chambers, impressive cntrance and a fair draught
- too tight to .continue, but a pleasure to number with our new cordless drill.
Hand drills definitely went out with bution-up boots.

HMax Jeffries,
Despite all the 7.L.C, the baby goat died - our sympathy to Anne, Max,

Florentine Valley - 21-10-78.
Party: Albert Goede, John Parker and MMax Jeffries,

I arrived at John's place at laydena to find everybody alrcady waiting
including a party led by Bruce licIntosh and Roy Skinner who werce going to visit
Welcome Stranger, After passing through the barrier Max went with the Uelcome
Stranger party to guide them to the cave and particularly the upper cntrance.

John and I went to vwhere the Frankcombe Cave strean crosses the Florentine
Road and headed up the first hill to the south of the one in which Frankcombe
Cave is located to have a look at JF 154, John had recently discovercd and cxplor-
cd this cave and collected a large emu bone from it. The cave has a sloping
rift-like entrance narroving to a tight squecze., After this the cave opens up
and there is some good formation. Soon one comes to & sccond squeezce by crawl-
ing under a flowstonc shect. This is wvhere Juohn had found the bone, A 1i?tlo
digging revealed a sccond bone(a fenur) probably belong?ng to ?he sane ?1rd.

I went through the squecze vhere the cave opens out again. Agalp there is some
formation., I was finally stopped by a 3 metre drop vhich according to John
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leads dovn to a sunp. There is a lot of cave fill in this part of the cave but
few, if any, boncs. On the way back we explored a side passage going off between
the first and sccond squecze, Again there was a lot of cave fill and a few

bones were found but nothing of any significance. I suggest thet the cave be
naned Ermu Cave,

We cmerged from the cave to find Nax waiting for us and headed for the
next cave (JF 155) a little further along the ridge. This has an entrance of
reasonable dimensions with a debris covered slope leading into a sizeable chame
ber, A ladder is required to go dowm a near vertical muddy slope., The chamber
has a lot of fallen blocks and gravelly fill in it. At the opposite side of the
chanber it is possible to climb up to the base of a high angle debris fan con-
sisting of clay rich sediment and with many large bones sticking out of it.
This looked an exciting find, Vith John's assistance I collected four plastic
bags full of material. The bone was in a beautiful state of preservation and
as far as I could sce included wallaby, big kangaroo and cmu, The deposit
warrants a major excavation,

Back to the vchicle to have our-lunch. After lunch I joined the others
in Max's car to go up PFrizon's Road. The first cave wie looked at s7as on the
left hand side in a prominent hill, This is JF 160 (suggested name'Tim's Re-
ward', as it was John's dog who first sniffed out the entrance)., The entrance
is a fairly tight sloping hole lecading into a low-roofed sloping bedding plane
chanber, From here a passage goes off for some distance. The cave is fairly
roomy and there is some attractive formation., Finally a point is reached vhere
a short ladder has to be uscd to get dowmn to the floor of a high-roofed cham-
ber, Fron the top of the ladder drop an exposed climb could give access to a
higher level but this requires a rope and has not yet been attempted. At the
botton three side passages - onc containing nunerous stravs - all petered out.
This is a very attractive and well decorated cave but rather vulnerable to
danage by visitors. There is some scope for further exploration. e

e then drove further along Frizons Road taling the left hand branch
which swings towards the Florentine. On a ridge to the left(south) of the road
is the entrance to JT 169 (sugsested name 'Leos Lair'). This cave has a sloping
entrance and is only 6 metres long. It would not be worth visiting if it was
not for the fact that against the roof there is preserved a pocket of well-
ceuented old cave fill- containing o number of large bones. On inspecting the
roof closcly I made an exciting discovery -~ a large tooth(prcmolar) of the
parsupial lion (Thylacoleo carnifex) - only the third time that remaing of this
aniral have been discovered in Tasmania,., Ve all admired the big tooth and I
noticed that a smaller tooth next to it had been freshly broken off., John
suspccted that this had happened during his first visit and set about to look
for the misging pieces vwhile I slid dowm a tight hole to the bottom of the
cave. Bones of what appcarcd to be a wombat vere cnmbedded in the floor in and
under a thin sheet of flowstone. Some of these were collected. Meanvhile John
had nanaged to find many of the fragments of the shatiered tooth. There are
obvious advantages in being a dentist by profession!

The fourth cave(JF 168: suggested name 'Ultimate') has o narrow verti-
cal entrance and is a little further along the ridge. It proved to be nost
difficult to enter and even more difficult to get out of (John performing an
"oxtraction" on Max). The entrance is a vertical slot three metres deep and
a ladder is required to provide hand and foot holds. The cave itself consists
of a couple of chombers and several passages. There is quite a lot of bone
particularly in the first chamber but nost of it appears to be fairly rccent
although it is cemented to and cmbedded in the floor. One large bone - probab-
1y belonging to an cmu - was found in a passage sloping back up townrds the
surface and was brought out for identification.

In all, it proved to be a most interesting and rewarding day in vhich
we visited five caves. The weather was fine and sunny and that nade 1t all

the more pleasant, Albert Gocde.
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CONGRATULATIONS: To Carol and Peter Murray on the recent birth of'theiy
son Robert Watson-lurray. liaybe even Albert's new excit-
ing bone deposit discoverics won't tempt Peter for a while,
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Tasmnn Arch - 21-10~78. '

Party: Bill Nicholson, Pavel Ru21cka, Chrls(Dltto)Rathbone, Peter(Piker)Watts
end Stuart Nicholas.

‘Anidst rumours of a brand new 90 m. Bluo Watcr rope, sixty percent of tic
party assembled at the top of the Arch rcady for a day of action. Bill and Ditio.
were apparcntly not rcady for anything as they were las, observed sitting «n the
sca~shore near Dimalley "taking the morning air" after a hard day's night.

They did finally arrive, however, and the rumours about thc new rope were
confirmed - a gllstenlng coil was carefully brought into daylight and examlned
by all present.

After the usual setting up cercmony, Ditto was unanimously clected to
descend the tail to put the protectors on the main rope. Tith the slecves in
place he ascended and Bill went dovm the teil and transferred to vhe main rope
below the last protector. At this stage it was discovered Just how fast a new
rope really is!

Iventually a suitable communication was received over the walkie-talkic
redio(courtesy of Outdoor Equipment) that indicated Bill had reached the bottoi.
While Stuart and Pavel descended, Peter and Ditto rigged a traverse rope across
the hole and proceeded to traverse across it, much to the amazement of the
watching spectators.

Sonehow Pete. managed to avoid being talked into going down the - rOpe -
it nay have had something to do with Pavel's initially very rapid descent -
but he successfully occupied hinmself on the traverse taking pictures from hls
rather unusual peroh.-

Altogether a most enjoyable day vas had by all and with the kind permic-
sion of NPWS ¢ nmay do it again sometime.

Stuart Niclholas.

Florentine Vulley' - 22-10-78,
John Parkor, Anne Parker and Jenny Annan plus two dogs.

Begoan' by looking again at JF 160 in Prlzons Road. In the sump arca we
found a new chamber leading up towards the surface. TPurther back towards the
entrance Arme found a passage leading on for some distance with possible -exte..
gion after a little work.

From here we went on to see the cave that contains the iiafs upper jow
and tecth - some further bone deposits were located in this cave.

After lunch we continued investigating the area behind Frankcombe® Cave
near the Florentine River, Scveral holes were found in line on one ridge but
were not explored, however, from the surface one entrance apsears to contain
good formation. Judging from the caves position it may be an old ‘passage systo.
of I'rankcombe Cave.

Sceveral high ridges of limestone abutting the river ucre wacn looked wi -
one cave located near S,C.S. cave no. JF 260, It has two entrances numbered
JF 173 and JT 174 (JF 174 being the easiest entrance). Once inside J¥ 174 a
low passage about 40 ft, long leads into a pool of clear cold water of about
5 ft. in depth. Annc pushed on through the water for about 15 ft. and then the
cave continucs with o muddy crawl for about 30 ft. followed by pore water to
where the cave ends. Another cntrance to JF 260 was found and given the number
JF 175 plus an adjacent new entrance - but having no nore numbering tags could
not nunber this one,

Necd more numbers PLEASE ~ at least 50 if possible.
John Parker.

P,S, Just remembered that on Sat. 21-10-78 I numbered a cave on the left of -
Gittus Road,(This road will soon be called Upper Tiger, and has now been pusk-
ed bock along the river - with the usual destruction - to join road Fleven.)
The cave is about half a mile from the beginning of Gittus Road and
50 yards off the road. It has an impressive entrance leading into a number of
low chawbers, with passage length of approx. 70 — 80 feet.
Humbered this cave JI 172. J.Pp
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Frizon's Road Arca, Florentine Valley - 5-11-78, '

oy

. Purpose-of the trip was to finish investigation of the limestonc arcas
eround Prizons Road dowvm to the Florentine River. The weather was beautiful
and sunny - the snakes also thought so and were very active - one being killed,

Tour caves mentioned in the last report were looked at. The first cave
in the ridge consisted of a 36 ft. pitch into a series of narrow passages -

a nunber of heavily encrusted bones were found plus geveral lively frogs. VWest.
of the above hole two adjacent caves were located which was probably one con-
tinuous cave prior to a collapse - both had formation and there was a possib-
ility of cextension in both. A

The last cave in the ridge comprised of a 20 ft. pitch into a high roof-
ed, nuddy sump of considerable. arca, large deposits of bones - probably of !
recent date.

Two new caves were located west of the ridge containing JF 154 and JF
155. One had a very impressive entrance but quickly ended in water-filled
suntp. This cave was nunmbered JTF 170 and a suggested name is "The Bunker" -
it's near to impossible to see the entronce from the surface until you are
right up to it.

The second cave was entered only after much work. It consisted of a
walkable,sloping-roofed chamber of about 120 ft. in length with a number of
narrov crawls. It appears to lecad into a sump area.

The area vhere JP 48, JP 260 and JT' 174 arce located was then searched
over, Three caves were found close to the road - mostly being very nuddy
outflows, probably from Frankconmbe Cave,

Above thesce, two more caves viere found - but not looked at - being
at that stage thoroughly burnt out.

The last arca to yield coves was some low crests close to the Floren-
tine River. Three caves were found, all being low crawls smelling of the
resident wombats,

¥hilst exploring one of the caves a large slab of rock fell and
struck ne on the face, Iimestone in the burnt arcas that has been subjected
4o heat has been badly fractured making cntry into some caves pretty hairy

- a !
be carceful John Parker,

AT LAST -~ (Better late than never) -~ WELL, MAYEE !
the promised trip report from BELGIUM. (Junc 1977.)

The Refuge Norbet Casteret is situated in the heart of the main
Belgian caving area at Le liont. On Sat. 4th June T arrived with a party of
Chelsea Caving Club nembers for a ten day trip. Behind the Refuge the Bel-
gians have crected a practice tover suitable for ladder, S.R.T. and clinb-
ing. We spent the day of arrival performing like clowms on the tower be-
tween bouts of beer drinking.

Caving clubs over here have a far less formal approach than in Tas-
pania, which I found refreshing.

The cavers I encountered on the trip were friendly, deeply involved
in their sport and had a semse of hurour!

On onc of our rest days we visited the Grottes de Hans sur Lesse on
the fringe of the Ardemnes. I found it hard to believe my eyes. Here was a
huge cave developed for tourism in the Belgian style. Slap bang in the nid-
dlec of the cave i3 a cavern which has a huge restaurant where people can
"prost" for 10 minutes. A character comes running dowm the darkened cave with
a burning torch to the delight and applause of the tourists and as you lcave
the cave in o boat some joker lets off a canmon!!!

Back to the caves of Le Hont and Godinne.

The caves we'did' are of the sporting type, at no time did I see any
formation worth noting. The cave which had the nost interest, and was prob-
ably the hardest encountered was the Trou Bernmard. One reaches the siphon
by way of a tight fissurc knowm as the Chicanes, five ladder pitches - one
being 80-100 ft. — and a thrutch and cravl through the Labyrinthe. The cave
has tvo main extonsions known as Ho.1 and No.2. They rise towards the sur-
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face, and very tight upwards slanting S-bend tubes have to be ncgotiated,
followed by some difficult climbing. Ninc hours were spent in the Trou Bernard.

Other caves worth mentioning are the Trou D'Haquin and the Trou Weron,

At the Trou D'Haguin we managed to get through o siphon and explore a scrics

of long strecaombed squeezes and a truly magnificent bypass - very long squeeze
tube turning in all directions with dips and bugps and turns, beautifully slip=-
pery and wet and finally spitting you out like a cork into a chamber. More
squcezes, low level passages, and the final siphon was reached. Seeing that

the whole system is subject to flash flooding we started on our way back straight
avay.

If you ever have the opportunity to cave with the Chelsea group you'll
have a good. time. Anti-Australian - English jokes were rampent! Bruce the
Drongo Wombat being one of the lesscr derogatory nanes used by the Poms!

They scemed to be content with accepting Pormy B.....d and 'go stick your head
up & decad bears Bum' after I had run out of rude things to sat to them, It
keeps you on your toes when outnumbered 10-1 Mike March o

The DO-IT-YOURSELF Vay To IHSUANT HARDNESS,

Uncompetitive eh!, Sounds like a good idea. A "sport" with no competition,
interesting, exciting and with a fair bit of physical activity. Looks good, so,
our friends, join the caving club. Freshers trip(whoops, New Menmbers trip) first
up, to introduce the 'young wet' to the refined art of caving. "Let the HARDS
show you how to do it" they shout. But vhat does this mean? Who are these simange
pceople — THE HARDS -~ and how did they come by such a strange name?

So the group arrive at their destination (i.e. side of a road) and there's
a cave- somevhere out there in the scrub and they're going underground (and com-
ing back, of course), They start to get ready, all but a few., These fuss around
jumping in and out of wvans, cupping and uncupping krabs, looking at several
hundred feet of rope and playing "ball" with soncone's new helmet. Our friend
asks then if they are coming along too? "Maybe", came the quiet reply, "later
perhaps", and our gullible friend was gullible enough to believe that these
people werce slack. You can guess who was the first dovm the entrance pitch, much
to the awe and amazement of the plebs., Now the meaning of hard is clear?

"I trogged 21 systems and S.R.T.ed 1700 ft. in 4 days, it was hard nan,
no place for the inexperienced." This sort of phrase can be used by any caver
who has been on an extended trip over the holicdays, It is usually cxaggerated
about ten tinmes, but then no one knows the truth because all the others who
were on the trip are exoaggerating to the same cxtent.

There is only one problem cbout being o hard caver -~ you actually have to
be hard! Well, I ncan, at lcast you have to be willing to crawl along endless
passages, find your way through inmumerable rockfalls, grow big bristly hairs
on your chest(black tea - real man's tea, helps achicve this - no sugar though),
you carry/drag a big hundred pound pack everywhere, even on dey trips. Hove at
ten miles per hour at all times, even around the camp fire, thpoough squeczes,
ctc. be at least 100 yards ahcad of the rest of the party, even if it buggers
you to hell, and drink copious quantities of Fizzy with absolutely no ecffects -
well at least don't show ony, a fou extra pairs of jocks may help in this regard.

How you mey feel o little depressed after reading this formidable list,
but not to worry, there is a way out for those vho can't even achieve onc of
these requircments. You become a VERTICAL CAVER - vhat I mean is you can tell
everyone you are a vertical caver.

Some people seen to be awe struck when you quictly drop the fact that YOU
vertical cave. That is, pcople vho have never actually seen you caving and have
never seen a cave. o

Hake a note of these people - these are your friends - the ones that think
youtre HARD.

i caver's life is an casy one, you only visit caves that are right next
to the road. This climinates the nced to carry all that heavy gear over tough,
arduous terrain. If, however, you do visit a cave that rcquires a moderate walk
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in(note, T said visit not go caving) it 'is a good idea to borrow as nany
pcople's gear as ‘possible and pile it all into the back of your van. On
arrival at the end of the road:

1. Renove all gear from back of van and drape 1t around your neck,

lave mate take photo of you with a rugged, far-a-way look on your
face. Then, put gear back into van.

2., Attach telephoto lens to camera and take, as if close-up, a picture
of bottom of pitch. Some hov your thumb gets in the way and spoils
part of .photo.

~'3, Get back into van and drive to beach for rest of day.

There is a problem, however, in being a vertical caver. Your capa-
bilitics can be gauged by the type of caves you go to. Vhen you first meet
a caving stranger, or is it a strange caver, probably onc of the first ques-
tions you might ask. cach other is "Where have you been?". In this way you get
sonc idea of how experienced the other fellow is. Vith caving you nay ask
"fhat's the hardest cave you've done?" He nay ansvwer, for example, "K.D,"
There is a black and vhite neasurc of the fellow's ability. Now this may
start to worry our budding hard, but as always there is a solution,

1, He can become a real hard caver and do a real, hard cave,

OR, failing this,
' 2, He can become a solo caver,

Solo caving is the solution to end all problems, Herc at last the
budding hard can get away by himself to do all those caves he always wanted
to do - or not to do - it doesn't really matter what he does, he just has to-
nake up a tale to tell, '

...Pound the rope a bit short on the 240 ..... found the duck a bit
tight to get through ....... Lost a jumar so had to hand over hand the .....

Hang a krab from your van's kecy ring. liakes a nice conversation
piece. But nmoke sure it is permancntly attached to the ring. If not, some-
one might ask you to use it and you wvouldn't want that!

Peter Watts.
(Adapted from the “"Do-It-Yourself Voy to Instaent Hardness)
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ANNUAL TRIP

14-29 JANUARY 1979
JUNEE-FLORENTINE.

Recent exploration in the Florentine
Valley has turned up a large nurber of
caves. The main aim of the Annual Trip is
to explore the new finds and search for

more.,

Whatever your inclination - horizontal

or vertical - there's bound to be something

for you.

Ve extend a

Headquarters : Junee Homestead.

- B

Special Invitation

to Past iembers and INTERSTATE CAVERS WELCOME.

less active Members who may

think they're past it but really aren't.
* Join us for a day or two.

* Relive past glories.

* Impart wisdom to young caverneers.

%

i Renew 0ld acquaintances.
i * Do some easy caverneering with

Club equipment provided.

INQUIRIES: Bruce McIntosh,
"Springvale",
Midwood Street,
Newtown. 7008.
PHONE: 343166 (Bus.) OR 281282 (A.H)

FULL DETAILS IN THE DECEMBER "SPIEL".
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