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?ZWRY MEDUE~DAY( probably, depending on i n t e r e s t  and dec'md) - EXCEPT the  first Wednesday of the  nonth, .L, - laddering, belaying, SRT1ing, e tc . 'p rac t ices  - - Contact Stuar t  lTicholas f o r  t i ne s ,  places, e tc .  Ph. 28 3054. 

Novenber 11 - Sa%urda~:  Exploration of JF 137 - a pot near The Chairnan and 
Victory '75, as yet  unexplored.,_leader: Stuar t  Bicholas. 

Iiovenber 15 - YEDLESDAY : COI; IT2TZC G , 8 P .I.:. 
a t  the  \heatsheaf Hotel. 

Novenber 25,26 - Sat .C Sun'. : f i r t h e r  exploration of The Chairnm. 
* 

HELP i s  needed f o r  p o r t e r k g  of p e r  so i f  you a r e  f r e e  
t h a t  neekend please lend a hand. 

Leader: B i l l  1Jicholoon. 
? ' r ~ ~ l ~ h ~  November 29 - ..,, , - d A Y :  1,Ieeting f o r  those going t o  ICubla Khan 
the  f'olloaing :reekend. 31% Tonalin. 

Decenber 2,3 - Sa t& Sun.: Kubla Khan t r i p  f o r  photography and possible 
clean-up of some sections.  .Leader: C i l l  Tonalin. 

Decenbcr 6 - TIDUESDAY: GEUEYUL I . E T I I I G .  . 8 P .I;. 

Lieeting Roon, lhcatsheaf Iiotel, 314 ILacquarie St .  , South Eobnrt . 
People n i t h  s l i de s  t o  show - YES PLEASE. 

-,. 
Base r r i l l  be the  Eaydena IIomeotead. 

C I'ZQUIRD - soneonc rrith ideas f o r  the  Annual Trip, rhich 
- f o r  t h i s  ,year i s  t o  be a tvo veek onslaught t o  the  Junce- 

Plorentine area. Vork t o  be carr ied out includes explor- 
a t ion  of the  nenly discovered holes i n  the  Slestern Ploren- 
t i n e ,  closing of the  Junce Ridge survey t raverse  and ex- 
plorat ion of rccaining holes  on the  ridge.  

Any other brilliant f lashes  of inspirzbion nny be d i r cc t ed ' t o  
Bruce IJcIntosh,:;:~~ i s  tile co-ordinator of the  rrhole a f f a i r ,  
a t  S p r i n p a l e  Eootel, 2 i,:id~;ood S t r ee t ,  Lerr Tom, 7008. 

Jan.=-Peb.5 - Possible --- Prmkl in  River Trip.  ':E"i'ZII: 1 Leader. 

lu'id.Jmuary - -  . . S u m e y i q - t r i p ( s ) . . t o  hit Csve by ?'I.ll.S.G. necbcr R a u l e i a  
I'lebb. EIecd a s ~ S 1 1  moup rrith a t  l e a s t  one person rrho is fan- 
i l i a r  riith sone, o r  a l l ,  of the  cave t o  give a s s i s tmce ,  
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NOTE: For more information on these t r i p s  and any impromptu ones t h a t  mw - 
occur come along on b'ednesdw evenings t o  the  'tlheatsheaf Eotel. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
EDITORIAL, 

It seem t h a t  conviviali ty and freindship has returned t o  the  Club. 
Wednesday night gatherings a r e  a t t r a c t i n g  qu i te  large cronds even with exams 
close a t  hand. A s  can be seen from the t r i p  reports,  caving is  a l so  going ahead 
at a great  r a t e  in t h a t  prime caving area, the  Junee-Florentine. 

The recent discovery i n  t h a t  area of quite old animal bones has a l so  
helped t o  heighten the  i n t e r e s t  i n  the Vestern Florentine. John Parker i s  s t i l l  
hard a t  work out there.discovering ye t  more caves, many of which a re  sti l l  
wai t ing. to  be explored, Stuar t  Nicholas. 

Large posters adver t is ing the :lACCON Conference, and depict ing a close-up 

of a droplet  of va te r  on a h e l i c t i t e ,  have been received by the  club. Sale 

of these i s  hoped f o r  t o  recoup pr in t ing  costs.  Ian Gothard has several  cop- 

i e s  and at.31.00 each they represent excellent  value. 

A new m'agazine aimed a t  cavers has h i t  the  norld market:- 

- 
CAVING INTERNATIOEAL MAGAZINE 

i s  f o r  t he  caver rrho is interes ted in the norld-wide cadng scene. It i s  an 
English language publication rrith the  emphasis on caving i n  North America, 
Auetralirsia and Europe. Translations of s ign i f ican t  exploration, a r t i c l e s  and 
technical  developments n i l1  occasionally be included from foreign publications. 

The magazine n i l 1  be published quar ter ly  and the  first i s sue  was due 
out i n  September, 1978. Cost $A6.25 -surface m a i l  o r  8A8.60 - a i r  na i l .  

For d e t a i l s  on ordering contact Ian Gothard. 

DESIGN A COVER F O R  YOUR IXGJZIKE. 

Aspiring a r t i s t s  i n  the club a re  requested t o  submit t h e i r  ideas f o r  
a new cover-page design t o  the  ed i to r  before November 30. 

A pr ize  i n  keeping n i t h  the s p i r i t  of t he  club m11 be awarded f o r  the  
d i n g  entry,  so put pen(or penci l )  t o  paper and discover your hidden ta len ts .  

CHANGE OF ADDP!SS: 

Albert and Judy Goede have moved house t o  6 Seacroft Court, South Arm.  
A s  there  a re  no mail de l iver ies  i n  t h a t  pa r t  of the  norld t h e i r  pos ta l  address 
i s  P.O. Box 338, SANDY BAY, 7005. Their phone number i s  39 9265. 

The South Hobart phone nmber  which a l so  appears on the  Search and 
Rescue l is t  has been disconnected. 

SUI3TERP&JEAEJ SHRINPS OF -xS!-@LLA-.- 

The l a t e s t  i ssue of Hc l i c t i t e  (Journal of Australasian Cave ~ e s e a r c h )  
vol.15(1) contains an a r t i c l e  by P.S.Lake and D.J.Colenan "On the  Subterranean 
Syncarids of Tasnania". This is the  group t o  which the  aell-knam Tasmanian 
Iiountain Shrimp Anaspides tasmaniae belongs. I t s  occurrence is  mentioned in 
caves at  Mole Creek, Hastings and Ida B y .  A special  mention i s  made of the  
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Anaspides in Lake Pluto in the  Wolf Hole System which i s  the  only l oca l i t y  ~ h e r e  
an eyeless form has been found. Anaspides from t h i s  l o c a l i t y  a l so  d i f f e r  i n  t he  
number and arrangenent of spines on the  t e l son  f ron  surface dwelling represcntativcs 
and they aye obviously an i so la ted  popula-tion of t r ue  cave dnel lers( t rog1obi tes) .  
The a r t i c l e  features  a photograph of a blind 1naspid-e~ col lected by Pe te r  liurray 
from Lake Pluto th ree  years 2go. 

llost of t he  species nentioned i n  t he  paper have not been recorded from caves 
but have been collected from springs,  r i v e r  beds and crayf ish  burrows. Several 
new species have been found i n  recent years and some of these  may tu rn  up i n  caves 
sooner o r  l a t e r .  

The only other  species found i n  caves so fa r  is  a species of ~topobath.&ella 
from a sandbanl; bordering t h e  underground stream i n  Ylestern Grand Fissure,  Exit 

C 

Cave. It nas col lected by a' Japanese s c i e n t i s t  nearly four  years ago. Club members 
a r e  not l i k e l y  t o  spot t h a t  one. It l i v e s  i n  water betrreen grains  of sand and is 
so small t h a t  it is  barely v i s i b l e  t o  t he  naked eye! 

Albert Goede. 

TRIP REPORTS. 

Plorentine Valley - 8-1 0-78. 

A s  usual I trundelled out t o  t he  Plorentine Valley t o  continue looking at 
the  burnt out area,  and t o  trj out -the nen wonder c~vc-nunbering d r i l l .  

Pegan by continuing exploration of the  b ig  cave mentioned in the  previous 
report ,  several  nen passages found, but as per  usual t he  l i g h t  f a i l e d  and I had 
t o  high- ta i l  it out n i t h  a c m d l c  stump - t h i s  cave i s  s t i l l  going - numbered 
JF  154. 

Fron here checked out thc  limestone dome jus t  before t h e  Frizons Road turn  
off. Sloggcd around t he  h i l l  f ind ing  l i t t l e ,  till ~ i m ( d o g )  nosed do;-m a t i n y  crack 
between some boulders and using a crovrbar I broke i n t o  a low-roofed sloping chm- 
ber v i t h  many fornat ions  - high i n  one corner a small passage lead off  - enter ing 
i n t o  a long high-roofed passage with a l o t  of formation, A number of s ide  passages 
lead off  but only one w a s  looked at and t h i s  led. up i n t o  t he  roof ending i n  a day- 
li&t hole. The main passage ended i n  a nary017 squeeze, but t h i s  w a s  bypassed by 
a high-level passage t h a t  entered a l a rge  chamber halfrrcy up t he  wall, rrith .a high 
arched roof above and a la rge  sandy sunp belon and  nth passages leading o f f .  Bav- 
ing  no ladder I could not inves t iga te  fu r ther .  The cave w a s  numbered JF 160. 
Suggested n m c  - " T i n t  s Reward" . 

Looked a t  a feri o ther  holes a t  the  r i m  of t h e  above limestone dome. One 
cave - a f t e r  a b i t  of nork u i t h  the  bar - opened up i n t o  a sp i ra l l ed ,  rralkable 
passage ending i n  a small, fornat ion f i l l e d  chmber. About 75 f e e t  of passage, 
nunbered JF 159. F i f t y  yards e a s t  ol" the  previous cave another hole nas located,  
consist ing of a 25 f t .  p i t ch  leading i n t o  tvo sad1 chanbers conplete n i t h  crick- 
e t s  and several  frogs.  The cave h2s tiro adjacent entrances - the  "eas ies t"  cn- 
trance being t he  one numbered. Anyone contenplating looking at  t h i s  cave nould - 
havc t o  havc su ic ida l  tendencies, it being near impossible t o  ge t  out of the  nar- 
rov p i tch  - picces of my overa l l s  r i i l l  be sccn hanging a l l  the  rray up t h i s  p i tch.  
Cave nunbered JF  163. 

A cave nas noted 60 f t .  nor th  of t he  above and consistcd of a 30 f t .  p i t ch  
ending in nothing - VERY DANGEROUS - not nunbered. 

JF 155 - s teep entrance slope i n t o  l a rge  chmber,  many fomat lons , thcna 20 f t .  
p i t ch  i n t o  collapscd chmber rrith incredible  number of bones. Small 
stream i n  t hc  cave; some nasty  boulders suspended i n  the  roof. 

JF 156 - Small cave 200 f t .  rrest across f ron  JP 154 at  t he  basc of the  r idge.  
Trro entrances, 50 f t .  of narrow passage. 

JP 157 - Cave 150 f t .  nor th  of JF  156 - t r ~ o  entrances, narrov passages. 

A nunber of small caves nere  noted a t  t he  end of t hc  r idge c loses t  t o  P r d c o n b e  
Cave but these  nere not  numbered. 

JF 158 - Small, ttro-lcvelled cave, both l eve l s  leading dotin i n t o  a rrater-f i l led 
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sump. Cave i s  250 f t .  west of Frankconbes Cave, a t  the  base of r idge - three  
entrances, the  cen t ra l  one being numbered. 

JP 164 - Small cave i n  the  second lon limestone ridge on the  l e f t  of Leo 
Thorne's Road going out along the road - consis ts  of lotr passage 
n i t h  some formations, ending i n  a sna l l ,  muddy p i tch  which nas not 
investigated. 

5F 165 - Alternative entrance t o  JP 87. 110 laddcr needed - a few yards north 
of JF 87. 

JF 166 - Small cave consis t ing of sloping pi tch of 20 f t .  i n t o  chamber with 
nwber  of formations - a squeeze i n t o  another chamber again with 
formations. Situated 60 f t .  north of J B  165 i n  s ide  of small valley. 

JP 167 - Cave t o  be fomd i n  the  head of the  first limestone r idge on the  
l e f t  going out Leo Thorne's Road. Low, rride entrance leading in to  
a maze of muddy cranls.  

JF 162 - Small cave i n  the  Junee Ridge belou The Chairman t rack ,  near JF 143. 
l?arron entrance - 60 f t .  p i tch  ins ight  - not explored. 

The cordless d r i l l  nakes numbering a breeze - the  charge l a s t s  about 
trrcnty holes. 

John Parker. 

Florentine Valley - Sunday, 15-10-78. 

Continued invest igat ion of Frizons Road area. F i r s t l y  looked a t  JF 160 
mentioned in the l a s t  report .  Using a ladder I got down in to  the  sump - the  
pi tch being about 15 f t .  The rralls of t he  sump chan'oer cre  covered n i t h  forma- 
t i ons  extending from roof t o  f loor .  Pron the p i tch  a nur~ber of low, dry pass- . 
ages lead of f ,  a l so  a narrow f i s s u r e  tubc lcading doim i n t o  what seem l i k e  i 

another chamber. None of these were looked a t  a s  a t  t h i s  point the  f a i t h f u l  
. 

l i gh t  punctually fa i led .  
Then looked a t  the  lower ridges fur ther  dom Frizons Road. Numerous low 

s n a l l  passages found throughout the  area, but fe-,: caves of any s i ze .  Three 
caves vere nunbered - tiro others nay r a t e  t ags  a f t e r  a b i t  of digging. 

JF 168 - Cave t o  the  ves t  of JF 160, about 300 yds. - one ridge from Prizons 
Road. VERY d i f f i c u l t  entrance p i tch  of about 20 f e e t  leading i n t o  a 
qu i te  large,  ne l l i l ecora ted  chmber - many bones enbedded i n  and 
around the  rinpools and flonstonc. Several passages lead up torrards 
the surface from t h i s  chaber - these a l l  interconnected and con- 
t a i n  nany fornations.  Froa the  main chambcr a narron squeeze leads 
i n t o  anotlier small chamber, -to@licr rrith several  passages - one 
leading i n t o  s sunp. 

JF 169 - A smsll cave on the  c r e s t  of the  sane ridge as JF 168 but 40 yds. 
fu r ther  vest .  It consis ts  of two well-decorated chashers - together 
with nany bones deeply embedded i n  f lonstone,  some of large s ize .  

JF 171. - Bather a sna l l  cave d t h  a lotr sloping roof and a f cn  muddy forna- -- 
t ions .  Cave t o  be found i n  low limestone c r e s t  a-t thc  corncr of 
the  main Prizons Road and thc  spur road, vhich runs behind Prank- 
conbe Cave ridge. John Parker. 

P S .  - Nced nore tags  please - a t  l e a s t  40. 

Plorentine Area - Saturday, 21-10-78. 

Cavers arrived a t  Stevc and Ann's place a t  10 a.n. - a party of seven 
from TCC, Hobart and John Parker, M , m d  I I u  J e f f r i e s  from IIaydena Branch. 
Orring t o  sickness rrith one of Ann's recent a r r i v a l s  of t:;in lrids(gonts) her  
devoted love and kindness prevailed and she decidcd t o  nurse t he  s ick  kid and 
go caving another day - f u l l  points  t o  P m .  The r c s t  of the  party headed f o r  
the  Florentine. Albert Goede, John Parker m d  myself t o  the  Franlcconbe Cave 
area  t o  explore John's reccnt discoveries,  v i t h  Albert deaclbcnt on thc  numer- 
ous bone deposits. 
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Brute IdcIntosh, Roy Skinner, l k r k  Fornood (Iduscles ) , Diana P., Caroline Rees 

and fr iend vcre going t o  do sone photography i n  Welcome Stranger and meeting us 
l a t e r .  As they weren't too f m i l i a r  \ n t h  the  cave1$ loca l i t y  I did a detour round 
17est Field t o  shorr them the entrcmce. I then continued on t o  join Albcrt and John 
who by t h i s  t i n e  rrere jus t  returning t o  the surface l i k e  preh is to r ic  cannibals 
loaded do~m n i t h  boncs from JF 154. In  a matter of ninutns ne 17erc descendixg 
yet  another cave(JF 155) rrhich was qui tc  large v i t h  an easy entrance t o  a chamber. 
We then rigged a 30 f t .  ladder and rrhile L s a t  a t  the  top of the p i tch  playing i n  
the clay l i kc  a chi ld ,  John and Albert dcsccnded i n t o  the  depths and then up a 
s teep climb i n t o  an aven i n  the  roof rrhere the  bone deposit is.  Fron the over- 
heard conversation it sounded good. After a shor t  t i n e  tlicy s t a r t ed  a shu t t l e  scr- 
vice of p l a s t i c  bags of bonc dom the slope and then up the  ladder vith nhich I 
ass i s ted  f o r  a fen  ninutes.  It renindcd ne of a check-out counter i n  a Supernarket. 
Albert, norr qui te  delighted rrith a good quanti ty of very old bones, decided t o  go 
and havc lunch (1 suggested pre-historic soup - but no go! ). Lunch over, sre threc  
novcd doun Pr izonls  Road i n  ny u t c  t o  yet  mother  of John's f inds .  It i s  only a 
few yards off  the road i n  a s n a l l  doline. After another crow-bar job t o  gain 
acccss(thc handtool of the profession) nc entcrcd cave number JF 160. This i s  qui te  
a f an t a s t i c  cavc fornation-visc f o r  t h i s  area,  n i t h  sone 400 f t .  of nain passage 
plus side grssages and it s t i l l  has prospects of going on a i t h  the  aid of h rope 
t o  =an uppcr level .  We did qu i te  a b i t  of exploring i n  t h i s  cave and rigged one 
ladder p i tch ,  but everything petered out. John intends t o  explore t he  upper level  
n i t h  Ann on Sunday as  prospects there  look good. Ue jus t  couldn't s tay t o  argue 
v i t h ' s t i l l  more caves t o  do, so out and on again. The n e ~ t  nas cavc nunber JF 169. 
Rather sna l l ,  but a bonanza f o r  Albcrt v i t h  qui te  extensive bone deposits. He rras 
delighted t o  f ind  the j m ~  bone and tooth deposit of a narsupial  l i o n  sone t en  
thousand years old and, I think,  only thc  t h i rd  knorm f ind of t h i s  in Tasnania. 

One more t o  go said John - only a m a l l  drop but bl..dg tough. Ladder 
riggcd and doun a t i g h t  squeeze 10 f t .  onto the  f l oo r  of a reasonable sized chau- 
ber. Yhile the  re len t less  search f o r  boncs vent on here I pushcd anothcr squeeze 
which John had done previously i n t o  another b ig  chmber with qui te  good formation. 
I did qui te  a b i t  of fossicking i n  herc i n  an ePfort  t o  push on but it doesn't 
seen t o  go. On returning t o  the f i r s t  chmber I discovered ny nates  had done a 
bunk back t o  the surface. The t i g h t  squeezc up and out i s  only shor t  - but a 
r ea l  bo t t l e r .  One alnost  needs muscles i n  h i s  excretes t o  get  out, but n i t h  
John on the  surface pul l ing and d i rec t ing  and ne p u n t i n g  and f a r t i ng ,  I f i n a l l y  
reached good old t e r r a  f c m a  again. John and I s t i l l  hcd a b i t  of pe t ro l  i n  our 
tanks so ne nadc a quick dash t o  invest igcte  s t i l l  mother  cave i n  the Upper 
Tigcr area,  ~rhich ny rrorlmate had found the previous day. Quite a roony cave 
some 50 f t .  long. A couple of chambers, inpressive cntrcncc and a f a i r  draught 

- - too t i gh t  t o  continue, but a plcasurc t o  nunber  nth our ncn cordless d r i l l .  
Hand d r i l l s  ,definitely went out srith but-ton-up boots. Jeffrics. 

Despite a l l  the  T.L.C, thc  baby goat died - our sympathy t o  h e ,  tIax. 

Florentinc Vallcy - 21-10-78. - 
Party: Albert Gocde, John Parlcer and l!ax Je f f r i c s .  

I arrived a t  John's place a t  IIaydena t o  f ind everybody already na i t i ng  
including a party led by Brucc IkIntosh and Roy Skinner srho ncrc going t o  v i s i t  
Welcome Stranger. After passing through the ba r r i e r  llax ncnt with the nelcomc 
Stranger party t o  guide them t o  thc  cavc and pa r t i cu l a r ly  t he  uppcr cntrmce.  

John and I i~crlt t o  rrhere the  Frankconbe Cave s t r c m  crosses the  Florcntinc 
Road and heaclcd up the f i r s t  h i l l  t o  thc south of the  onc i n  ~ r l ~ i c h  Frankcombc 
Cavc i s  located t o  havc a look a t  JF 154. John had recently discovered and explor- 
cd t h i s  cavc and collcctcd a large emu bonc fron it. Thc cave has a sloping 
r i f t - l i ke  cn t rmce  narroiiing t o  a t i g h t  squecze. After t h i s  the  cavc opens up 
and there i s  some good fornation. Soon one concs t o  a sccond squaeze by crawl- 
ing  unOer a f1ol;stonc shect. This is vhere Juhn had found the bonc. A l i t t l c  
digging revealed a sccond bonc(a fcnur)  probcbly belonging t o  the  same bird.  
I ncnt through -tllc squeeze ~rhcrc t hc  cavc opens out agcin. Again thcrc  i s  sonc 
fornation. I nas f i n a l l y  stopped by a 3 netre drop rrhich according t o  John 
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leads dom t o  a s u p .  There i s  a l o t  of cave f i l l  i n  this part, of thc  cave but 
few, i f  my,  boncs. On the  way back ne explored a side passagc going off between 
the  f i r s t  and seconcl squeeze. Again thcrc  v~as a l o t  of cavc f i l l  avld a fen 
boncs nere found but nothing of 'my significance.  I sugges-t t h a t  the  cavc be 
rimed &U Cave. 

Vc cnergcd from the cave t o  f ind  Kax m i t i n g  f o r  us a d  headed f o r  t he  
next cavc (JP 155) a l i t t l e  fu r ther  along thc  ridge.  This has an entrance of 
reasonablc dimensions v i t h  a debr is  covcrcd slope leading in to  a sizeable chm- 
bcr. A lzddcr is rcquircd t o  go dom a near v e r t i c a l  muddy slopc. The chanbcr 
has a l o t  of f a l l c n  blocks and gravelly f i l l  i n  it. A t  the  oppositc sidc of the  
chwber it i s  possiblc t o  climb up t o  the base of a high m g l c  debr is  fan con- 
s i s t i n g  of clay r ich  sediment and r ~ t h  many large bones s t i ck ing  out of it. 
This looked an exc i t ing  f ind .  \!it11 Jolmls ass is tance 1 coi lectcd four p l a s t i c  
bags f u l l  of na t c r i a l .  The bone was i n  a beautiful s t a t e  of preservation and 
a s  f a r  as I could scc included nallaby, b ig  kangaroo and c m .  Thc dcposit 
nmrants  a na jor exc~.vation. 

b c k  t o  the  vchiclc t o  havc our lunch. After lunch I joined thc  othcrs  
i n  Iriaxts car  t o  go up Pr izonts  Road. Thc f i r s t  cave vre looked a t  isas on the  
l c f t  hmd s ide  in a pronincnt h i l l .  This i s  JP 160 ( suggcs t~d  n m c l T i n l s  lie- 
rrardt, as  it was Jolm's dog vho first sniffed out the  entrance).  The entrance 
i s  a f a i r l y  t i g h t  sloping hole lcading i n t o  a lo\i-roof~d sloping bcdding plane 
chmbcr. Fron here a passage goes off f o r  sone d i s t m c c .  The cavc is f a i r l y  
roomy and there  i s  s o m  attractive fornation. Final ly  a point  i s  rcachcd 1-;here 
a shor t  ladder has t o  be uscd t o  gct  c!orm t o  the  f l oo r  of n high-roofed chm- 
bcr. Fron the  top of the  ladder drop m cxposed cl inb could givc access t o  a 
higher l cvc l  but t h i s  rcquircs a rope a d  has not ye t  becn attenptcd.  A t  the  
botton thrcc  s idc  passagcs - onc containing nw-erous s t r a w  - a l l  petcrcd out. 
This i s  a m y  ~ t t r a c t i v c  and n e l l  dccoratcd cavc but ra ther  vulnerable t o  
danagc by v i s i t o r s .  Thcrc is  some scope f o r  fu r ther  exploration. 

Fle thcn drove fu r the r  along Prizons Road tal.ing thc  l c f t  hand branch 
which svings towards -the Plorcntinc. On a r idgc t o  the  lcI"t(south) of thc  road 
i s  thc entravlcc t o  JP 169 (suggested nmc  'Lcos L a i r t ) .  This cavc has a sloping 
entrance and i s  only 6 ne t res  long. It vould not be worth v i s i t i n g  i f  it nas 
not f o r  the f a c t  t h a t  against  thc  roof there  is preserved a pockct of well- 
ccncnted old cavc f i l l  containing a nunbcr of large bones. On inspecting t he  
roof closely I made an cxc i t ing  discovcry - a large tooth(prcno1ar) of t he  
marsupial l i on  (Th;ylacoleo camifex)  - only thc  t h i r d  t i n c  t h a t  remains of t h i s  
mica1  haw been discovered i n  Tasnania. Tk a l l  adnired the  big  tooth md I 
noticed t h a t  a sna l l e r  tooth next t o  it had been f resh ly  brokcn off .  John 
suspected t h a t  t h i s  had hzppcned during h i s  f i r s t  v i s i t  and s e t  about t o  look 
f o r  thc  niss ing pieces while I s l i d  down a ti@t hole t o  the  bottom of the 
cave. Bones of what appeared -L3 be a nonbat liere cnbcddcd i n  the  f l oo r  in and 
under a t h in  sheet of f lo~is tone.  Sonc of thcse ccrc  collcc-tcd. Iicanvrhile John 
had navlagcd t o  f ind nmy of the fragments of thc  shat iered tooth.  Thcre are 
obvious advanta+ys i n  being n den t i s t  by profession! 

The fourth cnve (JF 168: suggested nmc Ultinate ) has a nmron ver t i -  
c a l  entrance and i s  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  along thc  ridge.  It provcd t o  bc nost 
d i f f i cu l t  t o  en te r  a d  even more d i f z i c u l t  t o  ge t  out of ( ~ o h n  performing an 
l l c x t r a ~ t i o n ~ ~  on kx). The entrance i s  a v e r t i c a l  s l o t  three  nc t r e s  deep and 
a l d d c r  i s  required t o  provide hand and foot  holds. The cavc i t s e l f  consis ts  
of a couple of chambers m d  scveral  passages. Thcrc i s  qu i te  a l o t  of bone 
pcr t icu la r ly  i n  the f i r s t  chamber but nost  of it appears t o  be f a i r l y  rcccnt 
althougll it i s  cencntcd t o  md cnbcdded in the  f l oo r .  One large bonc - probab- 
l y  belonging t o  m cmu - wa3 fouid i n  a passage sloping back up to~snrds t h e  
surface a d  riss brought out f o r  iden t i f i ca t ion .  

In 'zll, it provcd t o  be a nost i n t e r e s t i ng  'and rewarding day i n  nhich 
17e v i s i t ed  f i v e  caves. The weather rras f i n e  m d  sunny mi! t h a t  nLde it d.1 
the  nore p l ea smt  . Albert Goede. 

CONGRATULATIONS: To Carol cad Peter  lhrrqy on the  recent b i r t h  of t h e i r  
son Robcrt vat son-f iurray . Iizybe even Albert ' s new excit-  
ing bonc deposit discoveries nonl t  tempt Peter  f o r  a vhi le .  
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T a s m  Arch - 2 1 -1 0-78. 

Party: B i l l  Nicholson, Pave1 Ruzicka, C h r i s ( ~ i t t o ) ~ a t h b o n e ,  Petcr(Piker)Vatts  
and Stuar t  Nicholas. 

llnidst rwour s  of a b r a d  nen 90 n. Bluc \?atcr ropc, s i x ty  pcrccnt of tl,c 
party assembled a t  the  top of the  Arch ready f o r  a day of action. B i l l  and Dit to  
were apparently not rccldy f o r  anything as they were les , obscrved s i t t i n g  cn the 
se~+shore near Dimallcy "taking &he morning a i r "  a f t e r  a hard dnyls  ni&t .  

They did f i n a l l y  a r r ive ,  ho~rever, and thc  ruuours about thc  nerr rope rrcre 
confimcd - a g l i s ten ing  c o i l  was careful ly  brougkt i n to  daylight a d  exanined 
by a l l  present. 

After the  usual s e t t i n g  up cerenony, Di t to  rras uncminously elected t o  
descend the  t a i l  t o  put the  protectors on the  nain ropc. 55th t h e  sleeves i n  - 
place he ascended and XL1 nent dom the t o i l  and t rcnsferred t o  %he n'zin rope 
b c l m  the  l a s t  protector.  A t  t h i s  stnge it was discovered jus t  hon f a s t  a nerr 
rope r ea l l y  is! 

Eventually a su i tab le  comunication ms received over the  ~ralkie- ta lkic  
radio(courtesy of Outdoor Equipment) t h a t  indicated B i l l  had reached t h e  bo t to i .  
Vhile Stuar t  and Pave1 descended, Petcr and Ditto r i g p d  a trc?.verse rope across 
t he  hole and proceeded t o  t raverse  across it, nuch t o  tlw m n z e n ~ n t  of t he  
rratching spectctors . 

Soneh017 Pcte nanaged t o  avoid bcing t d k e d  i n t o  going down t'he rope - 
it nay have had eonethiilg t o  do rrith P2ve11s i n i t i a l l y  very rapid clcsccn-i; - 
but he successfully occupied hinself  on the t ravcrse  taking pic turcs  from h i s  
ra ther  unusud. pcrah. 

Altogether a most enjoyable day vas hcd by a l l  and ]n th  the  kind perni: .- 
sion of MPI7S 170 nq,r do it again sometime. Stnar t  Nicl!olas. 

Florentine V d l e y  - 22-10-78. 

John ~ x r k c r ,  Anne Parker and Jenny Annan plus tvo dogs. 

Begnn'by looking again a t  JF 160 i n  Frizons Road. In  t he  s u p  arca ne 
found a ncn chanber leading up tovards the  surface. f i r t h c r  back towads  thc  
en t rmce  Anne found a pass'agc lcacling on f o r  sonc d i s t a i cc  n i t h  p s ~ s i b l e  c x t ~ . ~  
sion a f t e r  a l i t t l c  work. 

From here ne nent on t o  see thc cavc t h a t  contafns thc  iiolis uppcr j m  
and tec th  - some M h e r  bone clcposits vcrc located i n  t h i s  ca-x. 

After lunch ne continued invest igat ing the  area behicd Frankconbc : CZP 
near the  Florentine River. Scveral holcs wcrc found i n  l i n e  9.1 one ridgc but 
vcre not explored, holrcvcr, f ron  the  surface onc en t rmcc  cm.;r?.l-S A - t o  contain 
good fornation. Judging from the  cavcs posi t ion it nay bc m old p ~ s s ~ a g e  syst r :  
of Frcznlwonbc Cave. 

Scveral high ridges of l incstonc nbutting thc  ri%,.r iicre ; 3 ~ n  looked - 
one cave locatcd near S.C.S. cave no. JF 260. It has h70 entr,mces nunbered 
JF 173 m d  JP 174 (JP 174 being thc  ea s i e s t  cn t rmcc )  . Oxcc ins idc JP 174 o 
lm passage about 40 f t .  long leads i n t o  a pool of c l ea r  cold m t c r  of about 
5 f t .  i n  depth. Anne pushed on through the  wzter f o r  about 15 f t .  and then the  
cave continues rrith c nuddy crc?.nl f o r  about 30 f t .  follonec! by Dore na tc r  t o  
where the  cave ends. &other cn t rmce  t o  JF 260 \-;as found m d  given the  nunbei 
JP 175 plus ,m adjacent ncn cntrancc - but having no nore nunbering tag's coulc. 
not nunber t h i s  one. 

Nccd norc nunbcrs PLEASE - at l e a s t  50 i f  possible.  

John Pcrkc r . 
P.S, Jus t  rencnbcred t h a t  on Sat. 21-10-78 I nunbered a cavc on thc  l e f t  of 
Gittus Road.(~his  road v i l l  soon bc cal led Upper Tiger, md has norr been pus?., 
cd back d o n e  thc  r i v c r  - n i t h  t h e  usual d ~ s t r u c t i o n  - t o  join road Elevcn.) 

The cavc i s  about ha l f  a n i l c  f ron the  b c g i n ~ i n g  of Gittus Road and 
50 y d s  off  t he  r o d .  It has m inprcssivc en t rmcc  leading i n t o  a nunbcr c:̂  
lm  chimbcrs, rrith passage length of approx. 70 - 80 f c c t .  

Nunbered t h i s  cave JP 172. J.P. 
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Frizon's Road Area, Florentinc Vallcy - 5-11-78. 

Purpose of the  t r i p  nas t o  f i n i s h  investigation of the  l inestonc areas 
around Frizons Road dorm t o  t he  Plorcntinc Rivcr. The nenthcr nas beautiful 
md sunny - the snakes a l so  thought so  and nerc very act ive  - onc being k i l l ed .  

Pour caves nentioncd i n  thc  l a s t  report  were looked a t .  The f i r s t  cave 
i n  thc  ridge consisted of a 38 f t .  p i t ch  i n t o  a se r i e s  of risrron passagcs - 
a nunbcr of heavily encrusted bones were found plus severd.  l i vc ly  frogs.  Vest 
of the above holc tf70 adjacent cavcs rrcre loc2tcd Rhich nas probably onc con- 
tinuous cave p r io r  t o  a collapse - both had formation and there  w a s  a possib- 
i l i t y  of extension i n  both. 

The last cave i n  the  ridge conprised of a 20 f t .  p i tch  i n t o  a high roof- 
ed, nuddy s u p  of considerable area,  large deposits  of bones - probably of 
recent clate. 

Ciho net7 c w c s  were located ticst of the? ridge containing JF  154 m d  JF 
155. One hsd a vcry inprcssive entrance but quickly ended i n  nater-f i l lcd 
sunp. This cave w a s  nunbcrcd JP 170 a d  a suggcstcd nmc  i s  "The Bunkerv - 
i t ' s  near t o  impossible t o  see the  en t rmcc  f ron  the  surf ace u n t i l  you are 
r igh t  up t o  it. 

The second c m e  vas entered only a f t e r  nuch work. It consisted of a 
nalkablc,sloping-roofed chmber of about 120 3t. i n  length n i t h  a nunbcr of 
narrow cranls.  I t  appears t o  lcac! i n t o  a s w p  area. 

Thc area rrhcrc JP 48, JP 260 and JF 174 arc  located was then searched 
over. Three cavcs were found close t o  the road - mostly being vcry muddy 
outflons, probably f ron Frankconbe Cave. 

Above thcsc,  tvo nore cavcs ticre found - but noat looked a t  - being 
a t  t ha t  stagc thoroughly burnt out. 

Tlic l a s t  area  t o  y ie ld  cmcs  was some lon c r e s t s  close t o  the  Florcn- 
t i n e  River. Three cavcs tmrc founcl, a l l  being 1on cranls  snc l l ing  of the  
residcnt nonbats. 

Y/hilst exploring one of the  caves a large s l ab  of rock f e l l  md 
struck ne on the facc. Lincstonc i n  the  burnt arcas t h a t  has been subjected 
t o  heat hns been badly fractured making cntry i n t o  sonc caves pre t ty  hairy 
- be caref_ul_! John Parker. 

AT LAST - (Better  l a t e  than never) - WELL, IIIIYJD ! 

t hc  promised t r i p  report  f ron  BELGIUM. ( ~ u n c  1977 .) 

The Refuge Norbet Casteret i s  s i tua ted  i n  the  hear t  of the  nain 
Belgian caving arca  a t  Le liont. On Sat.  4t11 June I arr ived trith a party of 
Chclsea Ceving Club nenbers f o r  a -ten day t r i p .  Behind the  Refuge the  Bel- 
gians have erected a pract ice  t o w r  su i tab le  f o r  ladder,  S.R.T. and clinb- 
ing. !7c spcn-h the  day of arriv 'd perforning l i k e  clo-irns on the  tover  bc- 
t m e n  bouts of beer drinking. 

Caving clubs over here have a f a r  l c s s  fornal  approach t h m  in Tas- 
mania, which I found refrcshing. 

The cavcrs I encountcrcd on the  t r i p  were friendly, deeply involved 
i n  t h e i r  sport  md had n scnsc of hurnour! 

On one of our r e s t  days nc v i s i t ed  the  Grottes de H a s  su r  Lcsse on 
the f r inge of the  Ardcnncs. I found it h a d  to believe ny eycs. Hcrc was a 
huge cave dcvclopcd fo r  tour isn i n  t hc  Belgian s ty l e .  Slap bang in the  nid- 
d l c  of the  czvc i s  a cavern which has a huge r c s t a u r m t  where people c m  
llrcst" f o r  10 ninutcs. A character concs running dom ihc  darkcncd cave n i t h  
a burning torch t o  thc  dcl ight  ancl applause of thc  t o u r i s t s  'and as you lcavc 
the cave i n  a boat sonc joker l c t s  off  a cannon!!! 

E ~ c k  t o  -the caves of Lc Nont a n c l  Godinnc. 
Thc cavcs rre'did' are  of the spor t ing ty-pc, a t  no t i n e  did I sec any 

fornation north noting. The cnvc rrhich had thc  nost  i n t e r e s t ,  and nas prob- 
ably thc  hardest cncountcred tias thc  Trou Rcrnad. One reaches thc  siphon 
by way of s t i g h t  f i s su rc  ho lm as  the  Chicanes, f i v c  laddcr pi tchcs  - onc 
bcing 80-103 f t .  - ruld a thrutch ,uld cratrl through thc  Labyrinthc. Thc cave 
has two nnin extcnsions knom a s  Bo. l and N0.2. Thcy r i s e  tot-rards the  sur- 
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face, and very t i g h t  upwards s l m t i n g  S-bcnd tubes have t o  be negotiated, 
follo17ed by sone d i f f i c u l t  clinbing. Ninc hours vrcre spcnt in the  Trou Bemard. 

Other caves nor th  nentioning arc thc  Trou DIHaquin and the  Trou Ueron. 
A t  the Trou DIHaquin ne n'maged t o  get  through a siphon and explore a scric-s 
of long strcmbed squcczes and a t r u l y  nagnificent bypass - vcry long squcezc 
tube turning in a l l  d i rect ions  n i t h  dips  'znd b a p s  'and tu rns ,  beaut i ful ly  s l ip-  
pery and ve t  and f i n a l l y  s p i t t i n g  you out l i k e  a cork i n to  a chanber. More 
squeezes, 101-1 leve l  passages, md  the f i l ia l  siphon nss reached. Seeing t h a t  
the vhole systen is  subjcct t o  f losh flooding i7e s t s r t c d  on our m y  back strai&t 
a-ray . 

I f  you ever have the opportunity t o  cavc n i t h  the  Chelsca group you ' l l  
have a good t i nc .  Anti-Australian - English jokes wcre rmpent!  Brucc the  
Drongo Yonbat being one of the  l e s sc r  derogatory nnr-~cs uscd by thc  Pons! 
Thcy secncd t o  bc contcnt with accep-ting Pom.iy B.. . . .d ,and ' gc  s t i c k  your head 
up a dcad bcars Bun1 a f t c r  I hacl run out of rude things t o  s a t  t o  them. It 
keeps you on your toes  vhen outnmbercd 10-1 ! 

I like Earch. 

The DO-IT-YOURSELF' W a y  To INSrXTT IIARDETESS . 
Unconpctitive eh!,  Sounds l i k e  a good idea. A "sport" trith no conpctition, 

in teres t ing,  exci t ing and with a f a i r  b i t  of physical ac t iv i ty .  Looks good, so, 
our fr icnds,  join the caving club. Freshers trip(whoops, Nm l.lenbcrs t r i p )  f i r s t  
up, t o  introducc the  'young vrct' t o  the rcfincd a r t  of caving. "Let the  HARDS 
shov you horr t o  do it1' they shout. But vhst  docs t h i s  ncan? Who are  thcse s t m g c  
people - THE HllRnS - 'and how did they cone by such a strange ncmc? 

So the  group a r r ive  a t  t h c i r  dcst inat ion ( i .e .  s ide  of a road) and t h e r c l s  
a cavc.soncwhere out therc  i n  the  scrub a d  thcy ' rc  going underground (and con- 
ing  back, of course). They s t a r t  t o  get  ready, a l l  but a fe17. Thesc fuss  around 
jmping i n  and out of vans, cupping md  uncupping krabs, looking a t  several 
hundrcd f e e t  of rope and playing I'bjll" v i t h  soncone S new hclnct  . Our f r iend 
asks then i f  they are  coning along too? wEZaybc'', c m c  the  quict  reply, " l a t e r  
perhaps", md  our gu l l i b l e  f r iend vrcs gu l l ib le  enough t o  bclicve t h a t  thesc 
people 17erc slack. You can guess  rho was the  f i r s t  do~m thc  cntrancc pitch,  nuch 
t o  the a17e and mazcnent of the  plebs. lT01i the  ncmin, of hard is clear? 

"I trogged 21 systcns md  S.Z.'l'.ed 1700 f t .  i n  4 days, it was hard n m ,  
no place f o r  the  inexpcricnced.I1 This s o r t  of plirasc can bc uscd by my caver 
who has been on an extended t r i p  ovcr thc  holidays,  It is usually exaggerated 
about ten t i ne s ,  but then no one lazo~rs thc- t r u t h  becausc a l l  the  others who 
were on the  t r i p  are  exaggerating t o  the  same extent.  

Them i s  only one problcm about bcing a hard cavcr - you actual ly  havc t o  
bc hard! 'dell ,  I nean, a t  l c a t  you havc t o  be n i l l i n g  t o  crawl along cndlcss 
passagcs , f ind your vay through inn~merablc rockfal ls ,  groi7 big  b r i s t l y  h a i r s  
on your chcst(b1ack t e 2  - r e a l  man's t e a ,  hclps achieve t h i s  - no sugar though), 
you car+/drag a b ig  hundred pound pack everynhere , cven on cl?-y t r i p s .  Move a t  
t en  n i l c s  per  hour a t  a l l  t i ne s ,  even mouncl thc  cLmp f i r e ,  thwough squeezes, 

. e tc .  bc a t  l e a s t  100 ysrds ,ahead of the  r e s t  of the par ty ,  cven i f  it buggvrs 
you t o  h e l l ,  and drink copious quant i t i cs  of Fizzy ~7itl1 ~ b s o l u t e l y  no e f f e c t s  - 
n c l l  a t  l e a s t  don' t  shou m y ,  2 f en  ex t r a  pa i r s  of joclcs nay help i n  t h i s  r e g x d .  

W017 YOU nay f e e l  a l i t t l e  depressed a f t e r  reading t h i s  fornidablc l i s t ,  
but not t o  worry, there  i s  a nay out f o r  those \rho c m ' t  cven achieve onc of 
these requircncnts. You beconc a VTPTICAL CAVER - 17hat I mm i s  you can t e l l  
everyone you a re  a ve r t i ca l  cavcr. 

Sone peoplc sccn t o  be awe struck vhcn you quiet ly  drop the  f a c t  t h a t  YOU 
ve r t i ca l  cavc. That is ,  peoplc vho have never actual ly  sccn you caving and havc 
never s c m  a cavc. 

fiake a note of thcse peoplc - tbcsc a rc  your f r icnds  - the  ones t h a t  think 
you r e  III1lItD. 

j~ cavcr ls  l i f e  i s  m easy one, you only v i s i t  caves t h a t  are  r i gh t  next 
t o  the r o d .  This c l in ina tes  the  need t o  carry a l l  t h a t  heavy gear ovcr tough, 
arduous t e r r a in .  I f ,  homver, you do v i s i t  a c m e  t h a t  rcquircs  a nodcrate walk 
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in(note ,  I 3aih Vis i t  not go caving) it ' i s  o. good idea t o  borrow as nany 
people's gear as pass ible  and p i l e  i'c a l l  i n t o  the  back of your van. On 
a r r iva l  a t  the end of the  road: 

1. Renove a l l  gear f rou back of v m  and drape it around your neck. 
Eave nate  take photo of you n i t h  2 rugged, fcr-a-way look on your 
face. Then, put gear back i n t o  VCW. 

2. Attnch telephoto lens  t o  cmero  and take,  a s  i f  dose-up, a pic ture  
of bottom of pi tch.  Some hov your thunb ge t s  i n  the  nay and spo i l s  
par t  of.photo. 

3. Got back i n t o  van a d  drive t o  beach f o r  r e s t  of d , ~ .  

There i s  a problem, honcver, i n  being a v e r t i c a l  caver. Your capa- 
b i l i t i e s  c m  be gauged by the  type of caves you go to .  Then you f i r s t  meet 
a caving stranger,  o r  i s  it a strange cavcr, probably onc of the  first ques- 
t i ons  you night ask esch other  is  'Vherc have you been?". In  t h i s  nay you get 
som idca of hon experienced the  other f c l l o n  is.  Vith caving you nay ask 
l t l n~a t ' s  thc  hardest cavc you've done?" He nay msner ,  f o r  oxmnple, "K.D." 
There i s  a blcck and white neasurc of the  f e l l o n ' s  ab i l i t y .  Non t h i s  nay 
start t o  norry our budcling harcl, but as  alnays there  is a solution.  

1. He can becone r c a l  hard cavcr a d  do a r ea l ,  herd cave, 

OR, f a i l i n g  t h i s ,  

2. He can becone a soJo cavcr. 

Solo caving i s  the  solut ion t o  end a l l  problens. Hem a t  last the  
budding hard c m  get  anay by hinself  t o  do a l l  those cavcs he alnays nmted 
t o  do - o r  not t o  do - it docsn' t  r ea l l y  n a t t c r  nhat he does, he jus t  has t o '  
nake up a t a l c  t o  t e l l .  

... Found the  rope a b i t  shor t  on the  240 ,.... found the  duck a b i t  
t i g h t  t o ' p t  through ..,.. .. Lost a j m a r  so had t o  hmd over h a d  the  ..... 

Hang a krab f ron your van's key ring.  Iia!scs a nice  conversation 
piecc. But nakc sure it i s  pc-nzancn-tly attcched t o  the  r ing.  I f  not,  sone- 
one night ask you t o  use it and you r i o u l b ' t  aant  t ha t !  

Petcr  Watts. 

( ~ d a p t e d  fron thc  ltDo-It-Yourself \lay t o  Ins tant  ~ a r d n e s s )  
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JUNEE-FLORENTINE. 
Recent e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  t h e  F l o r e n t i n e  

Val ley  h a s  t u rned  up a  l a r g e  nu: J e r  of  

caves.  The na in  aim of t h e  Annual T r i p  i s  

t o  exp lo re  t h e  new f i n d s  and sea rch  f o r  

more. 

Nhatever your  i n c l i n a t i o n  - h o r i z o n t a l  

o r  v e r t i c a l  - t h e r e ' s  bound t o  be something 

f o r  you. 

Headquar ters  : Junee Homestezd. 

INTERSTATE CAVERS #ELCOME. 

l e s s  a c t i v e  illembers who may 

t h i n k  t h e y ' r e  p a s t  i t  bu t  r e a l l y  a r e n ' t .  

* J o i n  u s  f o r  a  day o r  two. 

* Rel ive  p a s t  g l o r i e s .  

* Impart wisdom t o  young caverneers .  

* Renew o ld  acqua in tances .  

* Do some easy caverneer ing  wi th  

Club equipment provided.  

INqUIRIES : Bruce McIntosh, 
"Spr ingvale" ,  

Mj dwood S t r e e t ,  

Newtown. 7008. 

PHONE: 343166 (Bus.)  OR 281282 (A.H) 

FULL DETAILS I N  THE DECEMBER "SPIEL". 


