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FORWARD PROGRAMME, 

January 13 - 29 - ANNUAL TRIP. 

f o r  d e t a i l s  r e f e r  t o  the  green sheet at end of t h i s  issue. 

Jan. 24-28 - Exit Cave. Surveying t r i p  by Rawleigh Webb from WASG. Also 
possible Mini Martin t r i p  during t h i s  ~ e r i o d . ( ~ a n  anyone 
f i n d  it?) 

February 7th. - GEXERBL MEETING. 8 p.m. Wheatsheaf Hotel, Macquarie St. 

., . 

EDITORIAL 

Apologies f o r  the  la teness  of the  Spiel. Unfortunately bulk mailing 
f a o i l i t i e s  closed on Dece6th, the  day of our last general meeting, and did not 
re-open u n t i l  Dec. 29th. so it was not possible t o  post t h i s  issue i n  time f o r  
Christmas. HOWEVER, it is s t i l l  worth while reading. 

It appears t ha t  a misunderstanding, o r  gerhaps a lack of communication 
caused some inconvenience a t  Maydena recently. Unfortunately the Chairman t r i p  
indicated i n  the  November Spiel ' s  fo2ward prograhme had t o  be cancelled, owing 
t o  exams and so on. The Annans, showing t h e i r  usual  generosity, were a l l  set t o  
o f f e r  help and a l so  show some Canberra v i s i t o r s  what "hard" caving w a s  a l l  about 
but a f te r  waiting a oonsiderable time they gave it away as a bad joke. 

I f e e l  t h a t  everyone in  the  club can take a lesson from t h i s  and make sure 
t h a t  a l l  concerned know i f  a major t r i p  of t h i s  type is canoelled o r  postponed. 

Having got t ha t  off  my chest I can move onto br ighter  things. A l l  looks 
- s e t  f o r  a bumper summer season of caving pa r t i cu l a r ly  with t he  Junee onslaught 
, well within sight.  

This being the  l a s t  Spiel  f o r  the year 1'11 take t h i s  obbortunity of 
wishing a l l  cavers a Merry Christmas and Prosperous New Year. lda(y your pro- 
t e c to r s  be p l en t i fu l  and never s l i p .  There w i l l  be no January issue of the  news- 
l e t t e r  but you oan expect another t h r i l l  packed ed i t ion  ea r ly  i n  February. 

- we value each o the r ' s  fr iendship - t h a t  is what being a club member 
is a l l  about - so we would l i ke  t o  see you again i n  1979. 

REMEDEER - no more mate - you're driving! 

cm NEWS. 

* How lucky can you bee? Peter  Watts, a f t e r  much s w i n g  and sorounging, has 
packed h i s  bags, put on h i s  boots, and headed of f  t o  the land of the long 
white cloud f o r  a few months. He intends t o  do a climbing course and then 
just  wander around walking, climbing and so on a s  the  mood takes  him. 

Good luck Pete, we hope t o  hear about your a c t i v i t i e s  soon. 

+ In oase anyone is interes ted - the  ed i to r  s t i l l  has a wet s u i t  f o r  sa le .  



Speleo Spiel. No  ..l 41 . Page 2. December, 1978. 

It would f i t  someolre smaller than me and its worth underground is  without 
question. 

* Yes, you t0.o oan own a piece of great  caving history.  You can hold it i n  
both hands and breath in  with a pride never before experienced. Yes - the 

one and only, t r i e d  and proven Kodak XL 350 movie camera, as used i n  the 7 
great JF 110 exploratory t r i p s .  !his exceptionally f i ne  piece of machinery can ' 

be yours f o r  only $50. Yes, just  think,  ONLY $50. 
Hurry and send $50 i n  small unmarked notes to  B i l l  Nicholson f o r  t h i s  once 

only offer.  -- , 
* Copies of the book "KARST W CHINAf' are s t i l l  obtainable from Therese 
Goede-Vermeulen f o r  $12 (of which $4 goes in to  club f'unds). 

* TCC has just acquired 200m. of gleaning white nylon l a i d  rope t o  replace 
% 

some of our ra ther  ancient belqy ropes. Cut lengths are:  3 X @m.; 5 X 50m.; -- 
1 X 30m. 

P - - _  .ill _ 
\ 

* Following the recent Kubla Khan t r i p ,  a proposal has been put forward tha t  
a gate or  permanent f i x tu re  be in s t a l l ed  in the easy entrance t o  the Dulcimer. 
This would mean tha t  t he  only access t o  t h i s  section of the cave would be v i a  
an in te res t ing  (?) climb. 

Opinions on t h i s  proposal and the gating of Kubla as a whole should be 
sent t o  B i l l  Tomalin as soon as possible. 

+ S t i l l  on the subject of gates,  King George V Cave at Has$ings has been ' 

temporarily locked by Albert Goede t o  safeguard an experiment he i s  conducting 
in  the cave. For anyone wishing t o  v i s i t  the cave the  key i s  available from 
the cave superintendent at Hastings. 

TRIP REPORTS. 
*,>L a - 

Florentine Valley - 12-1 1-78. - ?l  

The purpose of t h i s  t r i p  WCLS t o  nulnber caves so f a r  located i n  the 
Florentine Valley. Having no o f f i c i a l  tags  l e f t  temporary p l a s t i c  tags  held i n  
place with a n a i l  wnre used. 

Began numbering i n  the Settlement Road area. 

JF 176 - F i r s t  entrance in  a creek system tha t  crosses SettLement Road be- 
fore  Beginners Luck Ridge. The cave comprises part  of the creek 
cave but sumps off upstream. 

JF 177 - Second entrance into  the same creek system - more extensive par t  of 
the system - walkable a l l  of the w a y ;  many s h e l l  f o s s i l s  of a l l  
shapes and si-c:. 

JF 178 - This is the other end o f  JF 1'77 - veily low; up the other wW(up- 
stream) it sumps off quickly; may be possible i n  summer period. 

JF 179 - Cave just  north of where the above stream first en te rs  the limestone. 
Low entrance that  opens up with about 200 f e e t  of passage; a small 
cave w a s  noted 200 f ee t  north along the ridge. 

JF 180 ' -  Cave 5 f e e t  from JF 179(south towards the creek). % a l l  pi tch,  na3L 
row, crawly cave, may take water from the creek i n  high water time; 
the cave emerges out where the creek turns  t o  en te r  the  limestone 
f o r  the f i r s t  time. The e x i t  of the cave w a s  numbered JF 181. 

JF 181 - Alternate entran'ce t o  JF  180. 
JF  182 - Ehtrance where the above mentioned stream system first en te rs  the 

limestone; passage quickly ends i n  a large pool of water; worth 
looking at i n  low water conditions. 

JF  183 - South of JF 182, s i tuated i n  a horseshoe-shaped trench; cave consis ts  
of high roofed f i s sure  through r~hich the same old creek flows - enters  
cave through a sump pool, flows through the f i s sure ,  then en te rs  
another sump. Enter cave v i a  20 f t ;  pitch.  
A few fee t  south of JF  183 a round muddy shute was noted - 25 ft .  
pi tch in to  it. 

JF t84 - E x t e n s i v e  eave +o&e f a d - j u s t - e a s t  from t_he abovecreek system, - - p  
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i n  an a rea  just near Settlement Road among t r ee s  t ha t  have just missed 
out on the  burn. 20 f t .  p i tch  down in to  the  mid-point of the system; 
downstream the streamway winds through the lowroofed passage with a 
number of old leve ls  i n  evidenca - stream ends i n  water f i l l e d  sump; 
upstream the passage var ies  from walkable t o  a crawl through the s t r e m  
and f i n a l l y  ends i n  a low-roofed pool. Stripped off  and attempted to  
push on fur ther  - might be posdible - but prc rerbia l ly  cold and muddy; 
some formatlons upstream, a l so  a number of what I presume are  the 
Tasmanian mountain shrimp. 
Small cave on from Beginners cuck on the same s ide  of the  road, very 
near the  road i n  the face of a small r idge - can be seen from the road'- 
cave consis ts  of a she l t e r  cure with squeeze passage leading off - t h i s  
passage conti?ues on down t o  a chamber with 3 number of formations and 
cen t r a l  pool. 
Cave t o  be found again t o  t l e  l e f t  of Settlement Road 4 mile on from 
JF 185; entrance is i n  a fac.e t h a t  faces  ea s t ;  a sloping passage leads 
down t o  a horizontal  f i s su re  passage; number of formations, shutes 

, L 

leading down t o  a samp. 
Cave t o  be found t o  the lef t (going out)  a t  the end of Settlement Road; 
dry inflow cave, small entrance, walka5,e a t  first then a squeeze end- 
ing i n  a small chamber. 
Small cave 30 f t .  west on the s ide  of came ridge; she l t e r  cave; numer-= 
ous very so l id  s t a l i c t i t e s ;  c o r n e c t i ~ n  with col1a::sed doline behim? -- -a- 
Pre t ty  l i t t l e  cave d i r e c t l y  a b ~ v e  JF 187 on top o",' r idge;  three adja- 
cent entrances. 
Again north of JF 189 fo r  aboub 200 f t .  above a h r g e  doline;  m a l l  
d i f f i c u l t  entrance in to  low ckmber followed by a squeeze in to  long 
chamber with numerous forma-,I:_ S ;  s h t e  down t o   hat appears t o  be a s-mp, 
not investigated. 
Noted a trench between JF189 arid JFl90 - narrow passage leading off  with 
probable connection with JF 790. 
Next r idge on from J F  190, zbcve s l i n e  of dolines; cave consis ts  of 
25 f t .  p i tch  into  a ;re11 decorate2 clmmbsr. 
Closely adjacent t o  JP 191 In a nor ther ly  direct ion;  walkable shute i n  
small chamber, so~ne formation. Noted a small cave agein north of JF 192, 
small horizontal  cave. 
Cave t o  the r igh t  of Settlement Road going out; cave i n  the  lasc  ridge a t  
the end of the road - 50 yards from the roed on the northern end of 
r idge;  i n i t i a l  20 f t .  p i tch  followed by squeeze t o  a fu r ther  20 f t .  
pi toh in to  a chamber with some formatiors;  a d i r t y  swine of a cave load- 
ed with mud. 
NW of JF  193 - by 40 f t ;  cave consis ts  of 30 f t .  p i tch,  some formatlons; 
s imi la r  sentment.; &S f a r  a?nv.? C:-VL * o r  ',hi:; CIX , 
North of JF 194 there i s  what appears t o  ba an intake cave a t  base of 
r idge;  t i gh t  entrance but could be possible;  has not been investigate&. 
What w e  c a l l  "me llushroom Cave"; when first found i t  was fill of musk-- 
rooms; cave t o  be found on a high ridge just  on from Begginers Luck r idge ;  
has a s p i r a l  passage of about 150 f t .  then blanks off. 
Small horizontal  cave olose t o  the  road betwcen Beginners ~ u c k  and JZ' 185; 
three  entrances - cent ra l  one numbered. Noted a small cave a few f e e t  
from Settlement Road just  down the ridge from JF 196. 
Cave on the r igh t  of Frizons Road, 4 mime from turn o f f ,  100 f t .  from 
the road; very small entrance into  long walkable sloping-roofed oave; 
number of shutes down in to  sump; some formations on the walls, where 
they a r e  out of reach of the mud. 
Cave t o  the l e f t  of Frizons Road - s t r a igh t  across from JF 197 on the 
opposite s ide  of road; cave would be 100 f e e t  from road; small entrance 
with 20 f t .  p i tch,  then horizontal  passage; number of bones ca lc i f ied  
i n  the rimpools. 
Cave west of JF 198 a t  end of r idge;  20 f t .  p i tch followed by crawl and 
squeezes with a fu r the r  10 f t .  p i tch  in to  a s e r i e s  of large muddy mmps 
connected by squeezes. 
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Noted west of JF 198 at base of ridge a narrow f isaure  cave. 

(I  assume tha t  SCS has been a l located numbers from 200 - 299 so I have number- 
ed on from 300. ) 

Cave a few yards eas t  of JF 199; entrance halfwa~r along the  length 
of the cave; downstream, towards the Florentine River the  cave con- 
s i s t s  of low, squatt ing passage with numerous formation - some poss- 
i b i l i t y  of extension; back up the  cave t he  cave becomes high-roofed 
with a number of formations; a shute going down in to  a f a r t h e r  cham- 
ber w a s  not looked at. 
Cave appears t o  be an old outflow of Frankcombes Cave c lose  t o  JF 
~ ~ O ( S C S )  ; narrow muddy passages. 
Cave a l i t t l e  fu r ther  along road from JF  301; more extensive forma- 
t ion ;  stream of non-flowing water; dangerous entrance choked with 
logs. 
Another home a l i t t l e  way nor th  of JF  302; small entrance i n  s ide  
of collapsed trench; not explored; entrance very narrow. 
Directly above JF 303 it has two adjacent entranoes; 20 f t .  p i tch  
in to  large  chamber; not explored. 
Above JF  48; follow ridge up from JF  48 t o  a remnant of what looks 
l i k e  a s h e l l  shattered t r e e  with holes r i g h t  through it - about 
300 f t .  ; cave pa r t l y  explored t o  a narrow p i tch ,  number of forma- 
t ions. 9% 

Direct ly  up the  ridge from JF 305 - about 100 f t . ;  narrow entrance 
needs work on it t o  get i n ;  appears t o  be qu i te  deep; not explored. 
Cave found i n  ridge close t o  the  Florentine River on from JF  48; 
cave is i n  the  southern t i p  of r idge and is a low-roofed maze of 
muddy crawls; other entrances around the  base of r idge;  a l so  pi tches  
lead down from the  c res t  of ridge. 
A l i t t l e  f u r the r  north from the  above r idge there  is a low crawly 
cave i n  a low r e l i e f  r idge;  two entrances,  the  one under the  heap 
of logs being the one numbered. - T 

Cave t o  be found i n  the  f i r s t  r idge off  t he  l e f t  of Leo Thornes Rd. ' l  

(going ou t ) ;  cave has two entrances - connecting a loop - with pool 
of water a t  the  lowest point .  
Cave fu r the r  along the  r idge frim JF 309; cave ha=: two entrances 
with a creek flowing through the  cave a f t e r  r a in ;  some pure white 
formation on t he  roof and w a l l s ;  cave has entrance p i tch  of 10 f t .  
Other entrance of JF  310; e a s i e r  entrance. 
This cave is a few f e e t  from J F  311 ; t he  creek t ha t  flows through 
JF 310,311 en te rs  the  limestone through f a r  end entrance of JF 312; 
there  a re  four  seperate entrances t o  t h i s  cave; from the  entrances 
the  cave leads o f f  in to  a s e r i e s  a muddy crawls of some length;  
not f u l l y  explored. =. 

Cave t o  be found i n  limestone h i l l  behind the  r idge containing 
JF 309 t o  312; cave is i n  base of low c l i f f ;  consis ts  of low muddy 
crawl - may take water when very wet; another cave noted 150 f t .  
t o  north i n  a mass of collapsed boulders. 
Cave i n  a l i t t l e  spur 20 f t .  from the  above cave mentioned i n  the  
boulder p i l e ;  cave has 30 f t .  p i t ch  then some low passages. 
Direct ly  above 31 3; has 15 f t .  p i t ch  i n to  chamber with formations; 
from here a squeeze in to  another chamber again with formation; 
l a s t l y  another squeeze i n to  a small chamber. 
To be found a few yards nor th  of JF  315 along t he  top of the  r idge;  
three holes - numbered the  cen t ra l  one; t he  two holes t o  the  south 
join in to  a sloping chamber with a muddy crawl f o r  some dis tance,  
then sloping p i tch  in to  fu r the r  crawls; the  northern hole jus t  leads 
in to  a muddy chamber. 
Deep f i s s u r e  drop of about 50 f t .  leading i n to  passage; some forma- 
t ions ;  found and explored by Max and Steve. 
120 f t .  nor th  of JF 316 and jus t  over t he  c r e s t  of r idge facing Leo 
Thornes Road; very large  hole with 25 f t .  p i t ch  down t o  base of hole; 
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from here horizontal passages lead of f  through confused rock f a l l s ;  
some formations; passages a l so  lead down t o  water f i l l e d  sump. 
Called "The Pa t r io t  Cave", due t o  Australian f l s g  f l y ing  from a nearby 
t ree .  

JF 319 - 150 f t .  north of JF 165(alternative entrance into  JF  87) ;  cave in  small 
rock face t ha t  faces  south; p i tch of 10 f t . ;  some horizontal  crawls; 
extension possible with work; draught. 

JF 320 ' -  40 f t .  north of JF 319; log choked entrance with small p i tch  leading 
in to  sloping chamber; from here a squeeze passage up i n t o  another 
cliamber - close t o  the  surface. 

J F  321 - North again from JF 320;'narrow entrance with 20 f t .  p i tch  leading in to  
muddy chamber with crawls hor izontal ly  up in to  the  roof and down in to  
another water f i l l e d  sump; it m a y  be possible t o  push the  cave on past 
the  sump. 

JP 322 - Cave t o  be found i n  the only subs tan t ia l  ridge on the  r i gh t  of Leo 
Thornes Road - JF 322 i s  i n  the northern end of the  ridge; 10 f t .  p i tch  
in to  well decorated chamber; through a squeeze i n to  another chamber 

,' again with forniation; then a passage leads downwards pinching off a t  
the  end. 
Eastwards i s  a low adjacent r idge i n  which there  is a small sp i r a l l i ng  
crawl cave. 

JF  323 - Squth.along the top of above ridge near the  southwn end of it i a  a 
small 'cave ; two entrances ; some format ions. 

JF 324 - Cave'located between JF 322 and 323; sloping entrance through a squeeze 
i n to  a small chamber, then through another squeeze t o  where a number of 
passages lead o f f ;  cave qui te  extensive; some n i ce '  decorat ion. 

,IF 325 - Alternate entrance t o  JF 71 a few f e e t  south of main entrance. 
J F  326 - North of JF 71 a t  the  nor th  west corner of the  ridge; cave has a large 

entrance; 15 f t .  p i tch  with the cave continuing on under large boulder 
amid mountains of mud; a creek can be heard i n  the base of the  cave; 
not f u l l y  explored. 

JF 327 - In  base of ridge north of 326; dry, low crawl along twis t ing passages 
t o  a small chamber with formations; crawls lead off  from here. 

JP 328 - 10 ft. west of the  above cave along base of ridge ; small entrance ; 
very similar t o  above. 

J F  329 - Cave i n  the  ea s t e r ly  face  of the same ridge as JF 327,328; entrance 
under a mass of logs;  has been intake cave at some s tage;  narrow entrance 
then the  cave opens r i gh t  up; a p i tch  of 20 f t .  follows and leads into  a 
sump - with creek flowing through; crawl passage above sump passes through 
nice formations in to  large chamber, well decorated; s t i l l  continues but 
not f u l l y  explored. 

JF 330 - North along face of r idge from 329 near c r e s t ,  about 200 f t .  along; 
.. narrow entranoe then opens up; some formations; narrows r igh t  down 

near end. 
- -' JF 331 - Northeast of 329 i n  seperate ridge t ha t  can be found i f  followed r i gh t  

on from the end of Leo Thornes Road; small entrance through hairy boulders 
opening out in to  large chamber with formations; from the entrance t o  the 
chamber, a p i tch  of 30 f t . ;  passages lead off from here and a fur ther  
25 f t .  p i tch i n  s igh t ;  not f u l l y  explored. 

JF  332 - Very close  t o  un-named road on from Leo Thornes Road; t o  be found in  the  
f i r &  ~ i d g e  on the l e f t  behind a collapsed intake cave; cave has a small 
entrance dropping through some nasty boulders t o  a muddy sump; a Smal l  
cave noted r igh t  over the  intake cave among collapsed rubble. 

Two ac t ive  intake caves remain t o  be explored i n  Leo Thornes Road, one cross- 
e s  the  road and en te rs  the  end of Limestone Ridge, the other passes in to  a large 
doline just  before the  road - would need low water t o  explore. 

On the  w a y  back stopped t o  look at Cashions Creek a f t e r  i t  crosses the road. 
within 20 f t .  of the  road the  creek en te rs  a face of limestone - continues through 
t h i s  f o r  150 f t . ,  walkable a l l  the  way, with low s ide passage coming i n  from the 
r i g h t ;  from here it  veers t o  the  l e f t  i n  a collapsed hole. Above a 30 f t .  p i tch  
leads down in to  the  creek again but water l eve l  high so could not explore. 

The scrub i n  the area  is  r e a l l y  vicious,  but with t h i s  r e s u l t  in  half  an 
hours looking the  area  does look promising. 
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Sorry about t h i s  lengthy repor t  but had t o  get  the  b....y job f in ished 
- t ha t  pave i n  the  Chairman a rea  sounded l i k e  a r e a l  s t inker .  

John Parker. 

Florent ine area  - 16/12/78. 
L C, 

Have at last tagged a l l  the  caves with permanent num'ar p l a t e s  - t ha t  
i s  up t o  JF 332. 

While numbering at the  end of Leo Thornes Road came acrdss three  new caves 
- one w a s  numbered with a t a g  - not included i n  the  list sent  in  a few weeks ago 
- JF 200. Cave oonsis ts  of a muddy pi tch of about 10 f t .  in to  a sloping chamber 
with two near p a r a l l e l  passages leading o f f ;  passage on r igh t  is dead s t r a igh t ,  
12 f t .  high - explored f o r  120 f t .  s t i l l  going; the other  is a twis t ing  passage 
of 6 f t .  height, 100 f t .  long, narrows at end. Numerous s h e l l  f o s s i l s  i n  walls. 
Cave i s  s i tua ted  i n  the  southern face  of limestone c r e s t  on the l e f t  of Leo 
Thornes Road - cres t  near end of road - best found by following the first creek 
t ha t  crosses road down t o  the  face  - then follow h i l l  around towards r i v e r  - 
cave close t o  base. 

The other two - e i t h e r  s ide  of the  above cave - w i l l  be described when 
permanently tagged. 

The burnt areas  i n  the  val ley a r e  now being transformed by the  growth of 
mill ions of t h i s t l e s  and the  regeneration of manferns making location of caves 
ra ther  d i f f i c u l t  - snakes abound, espec ia l ly  on w a r m  days. 

On the  way home again looked at the  downstream cave of Cashdons Creek 
mentioned i n  the last report .  Pushed along a low stream passage t o  a rea  where 
the  main creek i s  joined by a stream flowing out of a very low passage - w i l l  
re turn  with a p a i r  of swimming togs t o  invest igate  t h i s  fur ther .  

About 100 f t .  west of t h i s  cave a large pool e x i s t s  at the  base of a 
limestone face;  no passages lead o f f ,  may be submerged tunnels. In the  water 
s a w  a t rou t  - a t  l e a s t  1% lbs .  swimming around. 

When passing through The Gap stopped t o  inves t iga te  a hole found by Phi1 
Voss a few days ago. Cave consisted of small entrance p i t ch  in to  a muddy cham- 
ber, followed by a low mud s l l d e  and p i tch  in to  a muddy rubble f i l l e d  chamber 
t ha t  is blocked by rock f a l l .  The whole cave looks and f e e l s  as i f  it i s  being 
held up by a hope and a prayer. 

John Parker. 
P.S. Sorry i f  t h i s  sounds l i k e  you have heard it  before - but we need a few 

more of those aluminium oblongs. 

Florent ine  area  - 26/11 /78. 
Affixed permanent tags  176-1 97. Also 309-312. New cave dug out near Begin- 

ners  Luck, no l i g h t  so w i l l  explore l a t e r .  John Parker. 

Florentine a rea  - 2/12/78. 

Purpose of the  t r i p  was t o  continue pu t t ing  the  permanent tags  on caves 
located i n  the Florcntine Valley and t o  look a t  a few remaining holes near Begin- - 
ners  Luck. 

Saturday turned out t o  he one of the  best  days seen i n  the  va l ley  f o r  a 
long time, with a beau t i fu l  cloudless sky and c ry s t a l  l i k e  c l a r i t y  of the  surround- 
ing mountains - not r e a l l y  the  type of day t o  go underground* 

A s  mentioned i n  the  last repor t  a new hole w a s  located near Settlement Road 
with a temporary t a g  JF 333 affixed.  On invest igat ion the  cave turned out t o  be 
qu i te  extensive a l t e rna t i ng  between low muddy crawls and walkable passages - cave 
not f 'ul ly investigated but digging w i l l  be required;  cave contains numerous s h e l l  
f o s s i l s  - some of very large  s ize .  Three other caves looked at - those beginning 
i n  the  ridge just  e a s t  of Beginners Luck - a l l  of similar layout, with a steep 
entrance shute taper ing off  in to  crawls - temporarily numbered 334,335 and 336 - 
w i l l  be f u l l y  described when permanent tags  f ixed.  

F'rom here went over t o  Leo Thornes Road t o  continue numbering; t ags  f ixed 
t o  caves JF 313 - 321 asld a l so  323 and 324 numbered. A s  can be seen f 'urther tags  
w i l l  be needed not only f o r  the  above but a l so  f o r  caves Max knows of on Tiger 
Road and caves i n  the  a rea  of the  Wherrett. 

John Parker. 



Speleo Spiel. No. 141. December, 1978. 

Florentine Valley - 12/11 /78. 

Leader: Max Jef f r ies .  Party: Geoff Fisher, Chris Davies, Diana Davies and Sue Feeney. 

Off as usual t o  an ea r ly  start, a r r i v ing  a t  Max's a l i t t l e  a f t e r  nine. We 
s e t t l e d  down t o  a cup of coffee and chewed over plans f o r  the  day. Max decided t o  
come with us despi te  the  f a c t  t ha t  h2 was recovering f;om a bad cold tha t  had l a i d  
him low for  a few days. We headed f o r  Cashions Creek Road aiming t o  have a look a t  
88 and t o  f i nd  a cave Tim had mentioned t o  Max. 88 was located e a s i l y  and a f t e r  
pul l ing away a l l  the s t inging n e t t l e s  (damn stuff!! !) away from the entranoe we 
made our wa;y i n  - an in te res t ing  horizontal  cave with some nice formation and 
plenty of tunnels t o  explore. 

Back out;  time f o r  lunch and f o r  spo t t ing  the  f i s h  i n  the  creek. Then we 
were off  t o  f i nd  Tim's cave with only a few vague clues as t o  i ts whereabouts - 
"at o r  near the  end of the  road, on the ridge t o  the  r i gh t ,  near a b ig  stump o r  
t ree t f .  Of course, i n  t ha t  a rea  ne i ther  big  stumps nor big t r e e s  a r e  uncommon, so 
i t  was a case of spread out and hunt. Geoff and Chris headed off  t o  the r igh t  while 
Max, Diana and I s t a r t ed  covering the l e f t .  

Not much luck f o r  a while u n t i l  I found a promising looking hole although 
not f i t t i n g  Timts description.  We cleared the  rubbish from the opening t o  reveal  
about a 10 f t .  drop with enough rocks s t i ck ing  out t o  climb on down. A t  the bottom 
a narrow passage branched off  the  well,  did a U-turn and opened t o  stooping height 
only t o  come t o  an end a f t e r  about 20 f t .  Surfaced again v i a  a ladder Max and 
Diana had dropped and managed t o  put my hand r i g h t  on some ne t t l e s .  OOoch, t ha t  
smarts ! ! ! 

Back t o  searching. While Max went off  through some of the  thicker  f a l l e n  
timber, D i a n a  and I headed f o r  the  small knol l  beside the road. Yet another hole 
which Diana descended by laddcr only t o  come t o  an abrupt and about 20 f t .  below 
the surf ace. 

Max, Chris, Diana and I congregated i n  t h i s  area ,  thinking it was about time 
t o  give up when a shout from Geoff sent us alJ i n  h i s  di rect ion.  Again, only a 
20 f t .  hole t o  nowhere. Geoff a d  Chris were inspired nevertheless and headed off  
i n to  the  f a l l e n  timber with new enthusiasm. Max a l s o  decided t o  have another look 
around while D i  and I headed f o r  the  h011 again, running a b i t  short of enthu- 
siasm a f t e r  clambering around f o r  a good hour i n  overalls .  

It was from here tha t  we hea:sd Maxf s shout and 'leaded once again back up 
the  ridge. He had found it. Quite a large opening covered by a l a t t i c e  work of 
logs one of which we used t o  secure the  ladder. We put down two ladders as  it 
was d i f f i c u l t  t o  decide just  how steep the slope of the floolo was. A crumbly 
s o i l  slope from the mouth dropped over an 8 f t .  rock face t o  the f l oo r  which, 
on a r r i va l ,  was only gently sloping and e a s i l y  covered without aids. It was a 
b i t  s l ippery though as my aching r e a r  end can t e s t i f y .  

The main chamber is qui te  large.  A second entrance i n  the  ce i l i ng  t o  the  
l e f t  must have been the one Tim found but could not enter  as he ran out of ladder. 
Wax and I explored some passage t h a t  lead off  under the  rock shelf  below the 
entrance. We found some nice  formations but the  tunnel became too narrow and 
blooked with formation a3ter  about 40 f t .  The others  had vantured of f  through a 
small hole at  the  bottom of the slope t o  f i nd  an exquis i te  rim-pool surrounded by 
formations at the  end of a 30 ft. crawl. Up the  slope opposite the  entrance Mnx 
found another smallish cavern but no prospect of going fur ther .  

We a l l  emerged f ee l i ng  qu i te  sated a f t e r  our d i f f i c u l t  search and then head- 
ed back t o  Maydena. Accepted Maxfs tempting o f f e r  of another cup of coffee then 
bade him farewell  u n t i l  next time. Sue Feeney. 

Reports on t r i p s  t o  The Chairman, SF 737, Kubla Khan have been received and 
w i l l  be published in  the  next issue. 



T.C.C. ANNUAL TRIP 
13th-29th JANUARY, 1979 

JUNEE - FLORENTINE AREA. 

Membera of other Clubs are invited to Join the T,C,C, for as 

much time as they can spare during this period. The task of exploring the 

new f inds  in the Florentine Vailey is enomous. 

Home Base : The Junee Homestead. Ask at the Wydena Shop how to get there, 

Lodging under cover for up to 20 people. Level grrraay areas available 

for those who prefer camping or living in vans. Bread, milk, patrol, eto,, 

available in Maydem. had-acid batteries for caving la~sps oaa be ohsrged 
r-W---- * 4-4. LW o.monrmmant, . "&--A. c, - .  

Saturday 13th t Clean up the Homestead for acc-rp+4n? - pt in a wood 

supply, d l g  a toilet, etc. 

SImday 14th : 'Welcome Strangert1 - a nicely decorated cam, five mlmtee' 
walk from the car, admirably suited to less-strenuous caving, Party 

will meet at the Msydena. Shop at 9:30 A.M. Bring the appropriate goodies 
for a barbecue lunch. 

Paat and less-active members are es~ecia1I.y welcome on this triv. Come 

and stay at the Homestead overnight or join us at the Shop in the morniag, 

Some overalls and lmqs available. 

Sunday 14th - Monday 29th : Bqloration of new discoveries In the Settlement 

Road area. Priorities to be decided in consultation with John Parker and 

M m  Jeffries - there are over 63 new entrance8 at preaent being munbered,(~e 
had to buy a new sheet of aluminium and a cordless electrio drill specially.) 

An all-out effort will be made to look at as m a y  of the promising ones as 

possible. m : The Tasraapa lt100,OOO "Wedgen sheet. Large soale oopies of 
the appropriate section of this sheet will be duplicated. 

J&&c- 
Sunday 28th : An evening- at the Homestead. Bring the femily up 

to Wydena for the afternoon/evening and weoll celebrate sll the beau* 

thinge we've achieved. (~.~,/Ekit m a n g e d  when we see you, Rawleigh). 

QUEFiIES t Bruce McE~to~h, "Springvalet*, Midwood St, Newtown. 7008. 

Phone 281282, or leave a message at the Wheatsheaf Hotel 

in Macquarie ~ t .  (~h. 231836) 


