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FOrnARD PRrnlMliP B. 

Idarch 3-5 - Hole Creek. Get together a t  the Mole Creek hut f o r  cavera from 
a l l  the clubs i n  Tasnmia. A l l  nclcome. 

March 7 - General Meeting a t  the Theatsheaf Hotel, Macquarie Street ,  Hobart, 
a t  8 p.n. 

MARCH 28 - ANNUAL GENERAL Itil3E!i!II'iG, 8 P . H .  

!'lheatsheaf Hotel. H o p e t o s e e y o u a l l t h e r e .  

Hid-winter - Hells Passage, llolf Hole. Contact Ian Gothard. 

QII'iY)RLAL, 

The successful conclusion of YIACCCXJ possibly heralds the beginning of a 
new era i n  Australian caving - tha t  of exploration i n  d i f f i c u l t  and renote areas 
such as the Nullarbor and Western Queensland. Jhmour has it tha t  Mullmullang Cave 
on the Nullarbor probably r iva ls  Exit i n  length - survcy t r i p s  in  the next fen 
months n i l 1  probably confim th is .  

Quite a large section of Exit has not been properly surveyed although 
several attenpts have been made t o  complete it. Hence I belicvc that  a najor pro- 
jcct fo r  1979 should be concerned tiith Exit surveying and exploration, including 
a nunber of shafts  tha t  ex is t  i n  the h i l l  above the cave. Everyone c~me be involv- 
ed i n  t h i s  as  explorers, surveyors, cartographers and so on, so l e t ' s  get on n i th  
it! 

On a completely different  subject, the hazard of unpredictcd rain naa 
brought hone t o  a l l  of us vhen a TCC party was trapped in  Khazad-dum recently. 
In t h i s  instance there vas no danger but often wet caves such as  Grorrling Snallet 
could present n d m w r  i f  flooding occured vhi lc  a party vas underground. 

Good caving in 1979 and oncc again I , .XilWER - 
No nore mate, you're DRIVING. 

Stuart  Nicholas . 
CLUB NEYS . - . A  

* For anyone interested(and ne a l l  should be) there i s  a St-John F i r s t  Aid course 
beginning in  February. It l a s t s  f o r  6 'neeks(1 night per neck) rrith n t e s t  on 
the ninth veek u-hich, i f  passed, gives you a St.John F i r s t  Aid Certificate. 
For further de ta i l s  Ph. 23 7751. Cost i s  $15. 

+ * The club has the opportunity t o  prcscnt a short discourse on our activities 
aims etc. on "ZR the nusic-maker'' i n  thc near futurc. This 17111 provide a good 
chmce t o  cnlightcn the gencral public on an act iv i ty  about which they are 
generally i n  the dark! 
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* Charles Atlas ( a l i a s  k r l r  Pomood) has moved t o  Launccston t o  takc the  
Physical Education course a t  the  I~cnnhasl Cmpus of thc T.C.1l.X. Good luck 
LIark and natch out fo r  thosc Phys.Ed. bi rds  - they ' rc  very fit! 

* On February 21 Don !7hillms, the  inventor of those n c l l  lmom sit-harness- .. .- - -. .* e s  and a very experienccd nountaineer, rill be giving c lec ture  a t  the  
Uni. B i l l  Nicholson has a l l  the  d e t a i l s  so contact him i f  you a re  i n t e r -  
ested.  

* Thc February general mecting nas a ncn-event orring t o  lack of a q u o m .  , 
Infornal  business was dea l t  v i t h  but othcr  business requiring cliscussion 
and/or approval by a meeting w i l l  bc dca l t  v i t h  a t  the  Cornlittee Ileeting 
and/or the  ISarch general m e t i n g  . 

Gencral meetings are inportant i t e n s  on the  Club's program~e so 
plcmc support then by coning along md hming  a say  i n  the  a f f a i r s  of 
your Club. 

* Anyone f inding a b i l l y  with a nug, spocn md packets of soup and so on in - . - - - 
it, a t  the  botton(near the smp) of K.D.  please re turn it t o  Stuar t  a s  it 
has great  s e n t i n e n t d  valuc! The renains of a rappel rack may a l so  be 
found some-iihere a t  the  bottom of the  92 ft .  pi tch.  Sm~e goes f o r  tha t !  ! 

TRIP KEPORTS. 

JF 137, Junce Area. - Sat .  Nov.llth, 1978. 

Party: Stuar t  i\Ticholas, Ilark Fon-rood, Pave1 Ruzicka. .. . 

On a previous t r i p  t rack narking and surveying the  Junce Ridge with 
Len Snith,  Stunrt  Nicholas, J o h  Parker ctnd nyself ,  Jolm shor:cd us rrhere 
JF 137 nas located. S tuar t  and I decided t h a t  ire uust  nakc a t r i p  dam t h i s  
holc. Jolm to ld  us t h a t  he had thrmm a rock donn and it had tLzken qu i te  
sonc time t o  reach the  botton. Bccause there  :ras a consiclerable drau@t con- 
ing  from the holc, and the  chance t ha t  it night l i nk  up nitk: the  Chairman 
systen no t i n e  was l o s t  i n  planning a t r i p  (4 weeks). Upon our rapid re turn 
t o  l.!aydcna ne oncc more rrelked up the  spine crunching John Bull t rack and on 
t o  the  holc. A t  about noon rre f i na l l y  had nanoged t o  drop s c : ~  ladders dorrn. 
I begm t o  gingerly dcscend the  rungs with the  ~rords  on John Parker r inging 
i n  ny ears  - %hen I thren the  rock dorm it cent  kaboon, Kaboon, ICbB0001;! 
forever." The first 10 t o  12 metres was a sloping s l i d e  with nuch loose 
na t e r i a l  of sizeable proportions. The s l i d e  cnclcd irith n overhang which drops 
sonc 30 n. t o  a s n s l l  ledge and then a fu r the r  drop of about 6 no t o  a sna l l  
f loor .  Vitli the  entrance bcing alnost  d i r ec t l y  above t h i s  point there  i s  no 
r ea l l y  safe place t o  protect  onesclf from f a l l i n g  rocks. A t  t h i s  point 14arlc 
cane do~m v i t h  the ladcicrs wcl ne tllcn s e t  up z h ~ m l l i n e  md crawled dom 
another 6 metres. here the  cave cones t o  a dcad end, cainly  because of a l l  
the  loosc rock mtd clay vhich lmvc f a l l e n  i n t o  it, Holrever, iie noticed one 
tight squeeze, and S tuar t ,  1ih0 had been svnbdiing on the  surfcce up till non, 
vas persuaded t o  cone dorm and look a t  thc  squeezc. Llark and S tuar t ,  not 
nanting t o  lose  t h e i r  manhood looked sceptically a t  the  squueze. Qe decidcd 
t o  throw a ladder dom and I poked ny nose in only t o  come facc t o  face n i t h  
another dead end. Unfortunately it appears t h a t  over the  yews t h e  loose rock 
and s o i l  have v i r t ua l l y  f i l l e d  the  cavc in .  The sump i s  a ra ther  large chm- 
ber of some 15 m. i n  height.  About halfnay up onc of the  malls there  a r e  2 
large rifts nhich appear t o  go f o r  sonc distance.  Unfortunately the  rd.1 is 
u ~ s c a l e a b l e  unless a bo l t  k i t  ~ r a s  put i n t o  use. It nas a t  t h i s  point t ha t  

decided t o  c l iab  out, very disappointed bcc~,use it did not provide eas- 
i c r  access i n t o  the  Chairnan system. This cave i s  de f in i t c ly  a strinc f o r  
hauling up ladders. The limestone has n a y  jagged lumps which laddcrs contin- 
ual ly  becone hooked upon. Then lrc f i n a l l y  reachcd the  surface ne figurcd t ha t  
the llole had a depth of sone 80 nc t res .  It appcars t h a t  the  cavc runs dead 
BUT there is  s t i l l  t h a t  s t rong draught coning out s o  perhaps continued ex- 
plorat ion of the  tr7o r i f t s  may provc aorthvhile.  Any takcrs?  

Pave1 Ruzicka . 



Speleo Spiel.  No. 142. Page 3. February, 1 979. 
Kubla Khan, 1,:iole Creek - 2,3 Dec., 1978. 

Party: B i l l  Nicholson, David Barry and Pavel Ruzicka. 

This i s  one-.cave t h a t  conbincs a l l  t h e  aspects of speleology f o r  t he  plcas- 
urc  scclrer, photographer, s c i e n t i s t  and t he  spor t ing cavcr, ,and i s  a never ending 
source of surpr ise .  I t  contains m m y  n o n d ~ ~ f u l  2nd a m  inspir ing fornations fron 
the  Great Khan t o  the  Jade Pool. This is  de f in i t e ly  one place t h a t  every czver 
should v i s i t ( i f  he is  f i t)  and it would no doubt be decided by every v i s i t o r  t h a t  
the  sooner we perfect  a lock f o r  the entrance t o  prevent vandals and f o n a t i o n  
th ieves  the  be t t e r .  A most enjoyable t i n c  was had by a11 including t he  other party 
m bumped i n t o  a t  the  Great !Chm rrhich had one guy cl'aining it rias h i s  77th visit 
t o  t he  cave. I t  i s  n p i ty  t h i s  nunher does not match h i s  of sone 70 years l e s s  
(sec  President f o r  ve r i f i c a t i on ) !  

Pzvel Ruziclca. 

" The Chairman - 16th Dec. 1978. 

Party: B i l l  Nicholson and Chris Rathbone (Di t to ) .  

Shcrpas: Pctcr  Vatts, S tuar t  Nicholas, Pavel rtuzicka m d  Len Snith. 

After a l a t e  start and 3 an hour of s t i r r i n g  f ron  Di t to  B i l l  led t he  f i r s t  
p i t ch  a t  about 1 p.a. Three protectors  and a shor t  rope delayed our descent t o  
3 hours before me h i t  the  s t r e m a y .  

A shor t  b r m ,  unptecn ne t res  of blue t ape  and 4 hours l a t e r  B i l l  and Chris 
reached the  l a s t  chanber so f a r  explored. By t h i s  s tage it was 8.55 p.n. Vc did no 
fu r the r  exploration of t h i s  chauber o r  beyond because Chris chose t h i s  moment t o  
dislodge a body sized piece of t a l u s  do~m a 7 nc t r e  r i f t  pu t t i cg  our nerves on edgc. 
We l e f t  t en  ninutes l a t e r  back along the  m y  vre had cone. 17hal; took 4 hours t o  
reach only took an incredible  1.25 hr .  back. J u s t  goes t o  show nhat g r i n  detcrnina- 
t i on ,  a m11 narked route and an empty stonach nil1 do. 

After  o bra7 and ye t  another brew 17e proceeded t o  junar out .  Once Chris nss  
on h i s  ncq up the  84 n. r n t r m c e  p i tch  B i l l  t i e d  a l l  ropes end t o  end (uncoilcd) 
t o  be hauled up a f temards .  

Ry 1.30 3.n. and a f t e r  12 hours of s o l i d  knee s t re tching,  l e g  pul l ing,  
hand scratching, r i b  bruising,  nose scraping, nind blowing, am jarr ing,  h ip  drag- 
ging, cad sne l l i e s (B i l1  had had 4 eggs f o r  breakfast)  ve hacl a rip-snortcr  of a 
t r i p .  

1,iany th,mdcs t o  t he  sherpas vho carr ied a l l  t he  gear f o r  us. 

Gear l i s t  f o r  JF 99  he ~ h a i r n m ) .  

Entrance pi tcn:  (S4 n. ) 
91 m. ropc (B.\{.) 
2 n. header and krab. 
4 protectors .  

Handline pitch:  10 n. l a i d  rope. 

37 ne t re  pi tch:  40 n. rope (B.V.)  
l+n. header and krab. 
3 protectors .  
2 s p l i t  tube. 

Botton pitch:  10 n. rope (B.!/.) 

Plus personal gear 2 s l i ngs  'and krabs nininun spares.  

B i l l  Micholson. 

Florentinc Valley - 23/ 1 2/78. 

Object of t he  day was t o  look a t  t h e  l o l - i~ r  sect ions  of Cashions Creck on 
f ron Cashion Creck Cave. Began wlwrc t h e  creek crosses the road and a lnost  imed-  
i n t e l y  cane across a nunber of passages i n  a low r i s e  of l incs tone - these appecr 
t o  be abandoned intake f o r  t h e  creek. Five individual  holes i n  t h i s  a rea  - hut 
no prospects f o r  continuation. 

Next looked at a cave a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  domstrean,  mentioned a f m  necks 
ago. Investigated a very 10x1  nuddy passzge with sna l l  creek f loving out - only 



Speleo Spiel. No. 142. February, 1 97% 

resu l t  being tha t  I got soaked and covercd r ~ t h  f ine  black nud. No r ea l  pros- 
pects i n  t h i s  direction! 

Pron hcrc I folloned thc lineetone cround the  c r e s t  looking fo r  a re- 
ported outflon cave i n  the  area. After nuch slogging through s t inking scmb 
I found the  creek floning fron a 1017 entrcmce. Got i n t o  thc  cave follor7ed 
it back through f a i r l y  deep na te r  and loads of s i l t  t o  a lon a i r l e s s  swap. 
A fen fornations - but, a renarkable displzy of ~ ; l o r 7 - v o ~ s  throughout the  
length of thc cave. Also a nunber of s m l l  f i s h  seen i n  the  na tc r .  

Nearby t h i s  cave two other caves nerc locatcd,  one n i t h  a large en- 
trance cxtended back t o  vherc it gc ts  too n ~ a r o n  t o  fo l lon ,  thc  other consists  
of a lon muddy passage f u l l  of nonbat dung. 

Ia the  club w a r e  t ha t  a ncv nanager has non taken over Don Prankconbcls 
posit ion at Zlaydcna? Xis nme  i s  Jc r ry  Cross. 

John Parker. 
i 

Stop Prcss.(28/12/78) - (luick t r i p  out t o  area I h s t  of the  backroad bctnecn - 
Tiger Road and "lorcntine IIighi7ay. Snal l  cme discovered ncnr previously nun-' 
bered cave, c m l t  renenber i t s  nmber.  

f i r t h e r  along the  base of the  ridge necr the  creck a large cavc vas 
found n i t h  four entrances - several  passages leading o f f ,  a nunber of large 
chanbers with fornations interconnectcd by narro7 passages - cer ta inly  not 
fu l l y  investisated.  

Two other caves nere located fu r the r  around the  base of the  riclge but 
as ny l i g h t  had folded could not look a t  then. Later had a look a t  JP 61 - 
dom to~rards  the Plorentine River - and a l so  m d j a c c n t  narrorr passage which 
contnined a snallons nest  conplete with 5 eggs. 

J.P. 

Plorentine Valley - 27/12/78. 

i m e  md myself, together ~ 4 t h  Jenny and K e l i  p lus  Tin-dog drove out 
t o  the Plorentine Valley t o  look a t  n cavc e2.s-L of the  connecting road be- 
tween Tiger Road m d  Florentine I-Iighriny nentioned i n  the  l a s t  report .  

Leaving the  kids i n  the  f i r s t  cllm.bcr, pushcd on along a narrow squueze 
passage t o  a T in tersect ion - t h i s  rras explorcd both Trays. Buncrous fornation 
along the  length of p a s s x e s  - t o p t l i c r  trith considcrablc draught - but fu r thcr  
extension rill necd use of a shovel. Fin, rrho acconpcmicd us through the  cave 
could not be conxed t o  push on - though an expert cave digger. 

Drove out along the  Hydro Road behind Ilt.1-ueller t o  the  Veld Valley . 
area. Followed the  creek dom f o r  a considcrcc'ole distance - only n f en  shal- 
lon  shaf ts  found clogged with nud a d  rub-iish - ra ther  d i s a ~ p o i n t i n g ,  but 
vhen I get  a b i t  nore enthusiasm r i i l l  have -other crack a t  it. 

On the  nay back spcnt a b i t  of t i n e  nr lking back clone; the  old Port 
Davey t rack,  i n  the  process locat ing the  shc l t c r  hut lmorm s s  Dxlper Inn. The 
hut i s  s t i l l  i n  fair condition - used ny axe t o  renove several  t r e e s  ly ing 
across the  roof - n i l 1  re turn l a t e r  and put a new f loo r  i n  the  hut .  

This t r i p  involved i n i t i a l  look a t  the Bubs H i l l  a e a  off the l i t .  
Lyell I.Ii&i~ay. Most cf the  caves located had a l r e d y  becn nunbered - together 
with a fen other g ro t ty  passages not worth nuubering. The scrub i n  the  area  
t o  put it n i ld ly  i s  thick,  but fu r the r  t r i p s  nay tu rn  up ssnething. 

John Parker. 

Uestnorland Cave, E.Iole Creek - 6/9/78. 

Bruce NcIntosh and 8 IiHC students. 

This H K C G  t r i p  tres held i n  conjunc"uon with B i l l  Micholsonls Club 
t r i p  t o  Genghis Khm, the  rrhole pcr ty  staying i n  the Ihracoops Hut. 

Westnorlrtnd Cave i s  about 10 niinutes rsalk up the  Creek f rou dr thur  C l o r  
ridges f a rn  at Caveside. Flov t o  the  Clsriclee property i s  nade pernment by 
supply from a conci-ete aquaduct tdcing irater f r o ~ l  the  creck before it a l l  
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flws underground. The cave i s  approached by climbing clonn a bank of decaying 
vegetation t o  the  creek ~rhich f l o m  i n t o  the  steeply arched entrance. For per- 
haps 200 n. the  nmrov rrincling s t reax  passage descends a se r i e s  of l i t t l e  water- 
f a l l s  ( 1-3 n.) a l l  of then ea s i l y  negoti,?,ble, interspersed with short s t re tchcs  
of natemorn stones. This sect ion opens in to  a large doncd cavern about 25 n. high 
n i t h  a bank of m d  and grnvcl sloping steeply donn fron one of four  sna l l  openings 
i n  the  roof. It would have been in t e r e s t i ng  t o  see where t h i s  opens on the surface 
but, since the  c l inb out presents some d i f f i c u l t y  RC decided t o  push on dom the 
creek. 

The ce i l i ng  of the  s t r e m  passage becones lower md the  creek disappears 
donn a slit i n  thc  l e f t  s ide  of t he  f l o o r  a f t e r  zbout 50 n. Fron herc on the  pas- 
sage is  used by the  crcei: only i n  t i n e  of flood. :!c negotic-ted three  long pools 
s tagmnt  with decaying leaves 'and nud, before deciding t o  tu rn  back ( the  Bureau 
predicted t l~unilerstorns).  Stcve l iarshall  aent  about 30 m. fur ther  than the  r e s t  
of thc  party and reported hearing the creek fur ther  on. Investigation by a s n a l l  
party would be in te res t ing ,  perhaps a f t e r  looking i n t o  ancient t r i p  reports f i r s t .  
Net s u i t  booties h i ~ h l y  recom.ltndcd. 

Bruce HcIntosh. 

The Annual Trip. 13 - 29 Jan. 1979. 

Achievenent on thc  Annual Trip rras diszppointingly s n a l l  due t o  tno foctors:  
a f an t a s t i c  gro17th of t h i s t l e s  on the  nev~ly burnt areas,  and lack of ,  people. 

Sat .  13/1/79. 
Nr. Nicholas drove ny Konbi t o  I.'la.ydena md  a tno neek pern i t  f o r  the  N\cW 

Conseasion area  rras organised v i a  1 . h ~  J e f f r i c s  mcl Jer ry  Cross(AN7,f Manapr) . 
Therese Gocde drove I4r.fTj.c. back t o  Hobcrt (th&L you both) and I settl.e'd i n t o  thc  
Junee Honcstcd. Using timber f ron -&he ruineC shed, b u i l t  a to i lc t (nagni f iccn t  vicc)  
got i n  a wood supply and several  jerry  cans of rrater. Bath i n  the r i v e r  (Junee 
na tc r  Torture) and about t o  cook t e a  when 3 ITorthern Caverneers turncd up - Peter 
Cover, Tony Pom and Robin Jacqucs . By 1.30 a.n. rre had to ld  a l l  our most exci t ing 
s to r i e s ,  s i t t i n g  around the  f i r c  outsidc. 

Sun. 14/1/79. 
:Ielconc Stranger Cave: Brucc IScIntosh, Pcter  Cover, Tony Pone and Robin 

Jacques . 
This t r i p  tins advtr t ised i n  the  Spiel  so, cdthough nobody e l s e  turned up 

tre vent ~,nyrray. !Icnt throu& the to? route ss f a r  as  the  sunp i-illere the  na t c r  
l eve l  was SO lorr t h a t  there  Iics a 5 cn. g q  -through ~ i h i c h  dsrkmcss could be seen. 
It looked like a s n a l l  squcczc and would require t o t a l  i m e r s i o n  a id  possibly an 
sir supply. On the  re turn t r i p ,  cxplorcd a l l  side p a s s a p s  including the  s t r e m  
passage, 17hich talces you i n  a figure-eight undcr the h i& l eve l  route. In invcsti-  
gating possibilities, bccwe tcnporar i ly  unccr-lain of posi t ion and took 10 ninutes 
t o  get  out, about 2.30 pen. Threc ravenous cavcrs hclped dcclolish a roast  l o in  of 
pork I happened t o  have i n  the  v m .  17c thought of looking f o r  sonc of the  new cavcs, 
but the  sky was black and it s t u t c d  t o  ra in ,  so back t o  the  Honcstead. Peter ,  Tony 
mcl Robin s e t  off f o r  Launccnton md  I Iros v i s i t e d  by IIax m6 Phyl l is .  Enjoying c 

.. cuppa iihcn Gordon Toylor (Canberra Spcleo.Soc.) tu rn td  up, w a r y  f ron carrying trro 
packs up f ron Llsydena. 

Eron. 15/1/79. 
7 

Frmkconbc s Cave : Brucc I.icIntosh, Gordon Taylor . 
A l+ n. t i g e r  snake l i ve s  i n  a log  i n  t he  entrance doline. Because of 

t h i s t l e  and s t inging n e t t l e  growth, t h i s  log  o f f e r s  the  cas ies t  access t o  the  cn- 
trance. The creek i n  t he  entrance chmber nss  cry. Folloncd the  usual route i n  thc  
cave, past  the  sna l l  h e l i c t i t e  area,  u n t i l  we got s i ck  of cranling.  Gordon ncnt 

out t o  get  h i s  canera while I looked a t  the  @lcry  above the  h e l i c t i t e s ,  where A l -  
be r t  has 2 jerrycans co l lec t ing  s t s l ~ . c t i t e s  d r ips .  A i r  tenperature on Alber t l s  ther- 
nonctcr was 8.60C. L f t e r  pllotography acl threc  hours i n  the  cave, out t o  the  van - 
2 nore snaLes seen on the  t rcck.  

i ince  I d idn ' t  knon the  NTM Concession a t  a l l  mll ,  vh i le  dr iving out f ron 
Proxkconbes we checked the  distances bctnecn the  nany sideroads off  Florentinc Road, 
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naned and un-nmed, so they could bc placed on our out-of-date, unde t e l ed  
naps. Drove t o  the  end of Sett lenent Road t o  see hon f a r  it vent, and got up 
the  Tin Shea Road past  the  quarry where it becme a 4 !?D track.  Liagnificcnt 
view of the  nhole Plorentine Valley bounded by the  Satrback Range, Tiger Ilrrnges 
liylds C r z g ,  .Field West, e tc .  

Tues. 76/1/79. 
No other caverncers in s igh t  and Gordon hadn't been t o  Nationnl Park 

so we did the  walk up t o  Tarn Shelf. 'clocks of fmaspides i n  Johnsons Tarn and 
galaxids i n  Roberts Tarn. 

Wed.17/1/79, 
Made ct val ian t  e f for t  t o  get  sonethinc done, but comi t t ed  the  

e r ro r  of v i s i t i n g  the  Annans f i r s t ,  and reached the  M?li gate a t  3 p .no Search- 
ed f o r  the  cave on Cashions Crcek (Spiel  141, p.5 .) but, not f inding it 100 n. 
upstrcan or  domstrcan fron Florentine Road, t r i e d  the  point  where the  creek 
crosses under Cashions Ck.Rd. - ae;a,in no success. Pottered zbout a t  the  end 
of a l i t t l e  spur road ncar the  junction of Tiger Road and Cashions Ck.Rd. and 
found a hole under s large burnt log  i n  a s o a l l  doline, 30 n. north f ron  the  
end of the  road. Gordon went donn it but it pinched off a f t e r  5 or  6 n. Back 
t o  thc  s t a r t  of the  spur road and folloned sone blue tapes on poles t o  a 
ridge containing Titms Shel ter(JP 97) a d  an un-nunbered ve r t i ca l  entrance 
( loner  and cbout 50 n. south of JP 97). Entered JF 97 and found an excavation 
of Alber t ls  and a m a l l  p a s s q e  l i t t e r e d  n i t h  large Devil droppings. LIore 
blue flags on the  other  s ide  of t hc  road, but lack of t i n e  prevented invest- 
igation.  Visited Ilax i n  the  evening. 

Looked in to  Junee Cave and proceeded t o  cr i t icaE levc l  before dccid- 
ing  it nas a net  s u i t  job, thou& the  \rater nas l e s s  than 1 f t .  on the  gauge. 
Did the  neekfs  washing and hung it on the  Konbi t o  dry i n  the  sun while indul- 
ging in the  Junee Vater Torture. Vdking back t o  the  Horlc-stead f ron buying an 
evening i cec rem i n  Ilaydena, we found t h a t  S m  Steane had arrived,  and detcr- 
nincd t o  throw off canp lethargy anC x h i c v c  peat things tonorron. 

~ r i .  19/1/79. 
Cash5.ons Creek CavetJP 6 ) :  Brucc LIcIntosh, Gardon Taylor a d  Sam 

Steam.  

This cave i s  5 h-. north f r o c  Cashions Ck: it i s  CSE up the  r i gh t  
hand s ide  of a sna l l  creck vhich runs under Florentine 2d. a f e z  netres  

south fron the  junction of \Testfield Rd. IVe discovered t h i s  by a conbination 
of IJax's ins t ruct ions  and the  guidance of Albert rrho caught us on the  road 
s ide  on h i s  vay t o  Frankconbes. O ~ l y  thrcc  r?inutcs off th?  r o d ,  a nicely  
decorated cave i n  places and fun f o r  m hour o r  so. Drove back t o  t he  area 
looked a t  on fkd. rrhere Cashions Creek Rd. crosses Casliions Crcek. This t i c c  
~ralked u p  the  ridge on the  northern s idc  of a snanpy area nhcre the creclc ncan- 
dcrs. A l l  of the  area  on the  ups t rem sidc of the  road has been burnt and i s  
thickly coated n i t h  t a l l  t h i s t l e s  and native pear rc:-rc-Ah. Pound JF 88 on the  
sidc of the  ridge next t o  the  creek ,and Ticre jus t  cratrling i n  a f t e r  c lear ing 
the  entrance of s t inging n e t t l e s  vhen lIax truncd up. It nas too hot t o  nork 
and he had found the  Konbi on the  rocdsidc,  so he shoved us through the  cave 
i n  h i s  blue s ing le t ,  chainsan helmet ~ q d  borrowed Dolphin torch.  In a section . 
of the  cave i s  a ve r t i ca l  c i r cu l a r  hole about 5 cn. decp leading t o  the  main 
passage below, which can be bypassed but nakes an i n t e r e s t i ng  chimey f o r  
people n i t h  long l egs (~o rdon ,  San and ne) .  !Is showed us a sna l l  v e r t i c a l  
entr,mce(JP 98) i n  the  top of the  ridge north of JP 88, ~ i h i c h  cnphasizcd the  
trenendous d i f f i c u l t y  inposed by the  t h i s t l e s  - I could hevc nnlkcd past  it 
2 netrcs  array 'and not seen it. AIax then sl~oired us the  Lai-rrence Rivulet Rising 
- the  t rack s t a r t s  next t o  a b ig  so l i t a ry  ny r t l c  on thc  B\! s ide  of Cashions 
Cli.Rd., bctneen the  b ig  gravel quarry and 5 g c r  Rd. Then back t o  the  " l i t t l e  
tit road1' ncar Titans Shel ter  where Pax shcncd us the  en t rmce  t o  the  un- 
nunbercd cave rrhose location proved so d i f f i c u l t  p r e v i o u s l y ( ~ ~ i c l . l 4 1 ,  p .7). 
The entrance i s  due south fron the  turning c i r c l e  a t  t h c  end of the  spur road, 
across a lon ridge and 2 gully then up a steeper ridge c lnost  t o  the  edge of 

- .  
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the  standing t inbcr .  1h.x l e f t  us t o  it so ne had some lunch( i t  nas 3.30 by non) 
then nent 'ancl rigged a 30 ft .  ladder fron the  l a t t i c e  of s m l l  logs over the  
entrance. I.~ore s t inging n e t t l e s  evcryrllerc. The f i r s t  20 f t .  of the ladder i s  
used ss a hmdlinc dolm the steep slope of loosc ear th  and there  i s  only 8 ft. 
ve r t i ca l  drop if the ladder i s  kept t o  the r i & t  hand side l c o k h g  down. Dom 
through thc  squeeze t o  the  beaut. l i t t l e  r ics tone pool v i t h  s t ravs  hanging i n t o  
it. There nere nany s n a i l  s h e l l s  and sone wallaby bones i n  tnc  cntrmce climber, 
sone por t ly  c a l c i t e  encrusted. On returning t o  the  Honestead we found ourselves 
innundated by arnchair  c ~ v e r s  \-rho hacl cone f o r  a barbecue a d  a canoe prnctioe on 
the Junee next ~lorning. Yle were joined by IIax l a t e r  ancl an i n t e r e s t i ng  evening 
was had by all .  

Sat. 20/1/79. 
Stuar t  Nicholas' party arrived a t  the  Honestead nbout 7 2.n. heading fo r  

Khaznd-dun. The s tory of the  next two days i s  to ld  in separate t r i p  reports.  
-- Mon. 22/1/79, 

Bruce McIntosh, Gordon T~.ylor, San Steane, Sinon Stops. 

Slept i n  l a t e  - Rauleigh and Ev. not in teres ted i n  'mythin~. The neekends 
events had intervened t o  deprive Sinon, our l a t e s t  prospective junior, of h i s  
f i r s t  t r i p  underground. It nas t o  havc becn t r o  caves pointed out by M a x  near 
Cashmons Ck.Rd. but Gordon and S m  n'mted t o  see 1Jelcone Stranger and none of 
us were averse t o  m easy photographic t r i p .  Sinon's ill d n d  blen again and ny 
l e f t  f ron t  shock absorber canc d r i f t  on the  rray t o  the gate.  Thc mchanic i n  
Maydens rudely refused ass is tance but I4ax  c m e  t o  the rescue once nore and a f t e r  
the obligzte cup of coffee a d  ?li lo Ire hexled f o r  thc  gote. The iUk1 norkshop was 
norking l a t e  md the gatclreeper very kindly agrred t o  l c t  us out i f  ne got back 
before 11 p.m. The overgroim t rcck  provecl only s l i g h t l y  l e s s  troublesome t h m  a 
ncek before. Be used the  top entrc?.nce md vent as  f a r  cs the  sunp nherc r a in  dur- 
ing the neelc ha2 caused enough r i s e  i n  the  va t e r  l eve l  t o  obscure the  opening 
previously dcscribed. Sm. and Sincn shoved how t o  approach the  sunp v i a  the  tunny 
wriggle above thc  s t r e m  but thc  fun r ea l l y  stexted vhcn Sinon nas nslted t o  shon 
us the  nay out. This is now narked by threc  rock cairns:  On the  m y  driving out t o  
the  Gate I comefitcd t h a t  a l l  ne had t o  do t o  conplete thc  day was t o  h i t  a xron- 
bat. Five ninutcs l a t e r  ve did! There nzs no ser ious  dmage cnd ve reached the  
Gate a t  10.50 p.n.. 

Bmce IkIntosh. 

Ful l  d e t a i l s  of the  K.D. t r i p  nil1 be published i n  the  next Spiel .  

a l so  THE Franklin River Fzpedition rcport  

A.ND a report  on a t r i p  t o  the  Cracroft area. 


