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FORWARD PROGRAMME.
March 10,11 - Exit Cave. Leader: Bruce lMcIntosh,

Harch 18 (SUN.) - Exit Cave., E.}N.C. beginners trip(naximun of 10 students).
Leaders: Roy Skinner and Bruce lcIntosh.

MARCH 28 - VEDNESDAY . ANITUAL  GENERAL MEETING;

Mecting Roon, Wheatsheaf Hotel, 8 p.n,

Would all nmembers please moke every effort to attend this
neeting. Sec 'Club News! for further details,

Moy 2 - General necting, theatsheaf Hotel, 8 p.m,

Near future - Trip to The Chairman, See Bill Nicholson if interested,
Mid.July - Hells Passage, Wolf Hole. Icader: Ian Gothard.
Deec. 1,2 - Kubla Khan. Photogrephy etc. Leader: Bill Tomalin,

Late Jan,,enrly Feb,1980 -  inother expedition to Franklin River Arce -~ see
‘ Club Hews for further details,

Mid.to late Feb., 1980 -  Possible expedition to Cracroft Area - see Club News,
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EDITORIAL,

My dear subjects,
Ve wish it known that your President is grateful for the co-opera-—

tion of his various ninions, scerfs and general underdogs in the completion of yet
another year in the history of our ancient Club. It should be noted that the free,
liberating sport of caving could not proper without the back-up services of a long-
suffering, totally unselfish, highly dedicated band of people generally knowm as
"the Committee"., To thank cach individual who hog given to the smooth running of
such .a complex organization as ours would be impossible and probably highly con- .
tentious. Suffice it to say that, in honour of their unceasing efforts over the
tumultuous twelve 1 onths past, it is now decreed that they may

(a) sit in oy presence, and

(b) refer to me by Christian name(in Comuittee only!!).

Ve are informed by our"collector of Speleo material", Therese, that I an

not getting away with a short editorial, so, in an effort %o boost the length of

this article, I shall try to say somcthing plcasont about a few selected individ-
uals - a task extremely taxing but onc to which I shall bend my not-inecnaider-

able nental powers,

Stuart Liicholas (Vice-President and Quarternaster) - for services rendered in the
production of fine gear(and wrecking of same) plus the distinction
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of testing the S.and R. organisation we award the Order of Superior Knotiting.

Ian Gothard (Secretary) - for neritorious work involving the Incorporation
of the Club, the Keeping of Iiinutes and the Cesien of an unlock-~
able lock for Kubla Khon - we award 7 out of 10.

Bruce the Mack (Treasurer) - for kecpins everyone conpletely in the dark as

_ to the wealth of the Club and thus enforecing a Saving Policy,
for keeping his cool in verious Kombinations, for writing his name {with no
spelling nistakes) on 27 cheques ~ we avard 0.05.

Albert Goede (Archives and 4£,S.F.) - for the production of many scicentific
(and completely incomprehensible) papers ranging from spiders

to speleoforns, and for stecring the Conmittee throush varicus administrative

problens =~ elevated to the rank of Arch-irachnida (4.4.),

Bill Nicholson (S.& R.) = for scarching ond rescuing, buying ond selling
(and aiding in wrecking) and generally spreading the nane of
the Club(See 11.C, 206 — pub) - we award a First Class Honours Degree in Speling,

lMax Jeffries (liaydena) - for managing to aveid 97.4% of Comnittee nectings
- lieritorious Award (Zone A Class ITI).

Julie Marsh (female) - for lending a note of colour to the Conmittee, refus-

ing to blusnh or react to various chauvanistic sallies by Certain
People and for keeping us in order (sometimes) we award the llobel Garter of
the Chauvanette, ’ ' o ‘

One could go on! The annals of the Club ring with names like Max, Pavel,
Therese, Gurney Grapple, etc., cte. This has been o nenorable year with a vast
array of new caves nu:bered, exploration of The Chairmen, Incoporation, train-
ing standerds, new menmbers, nultitudes of trip reports, the civilisation of
luscles(who is, alas, gone to the ilorth) and sc on.

One gentle reminder - e have the Annual General lieeting to get
through - here is your chance to get your owm beck on the valiont few. Cone
and join battle, perhaps you nay be clevated to the pecrage,

Yours,
King Trog (Bill)
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CLUB NEWS,

Annual Goneral leeting: TR ey

Foreshadowed notions:
a) Subscription rates will be discussed and reviewed,
b) MHax Jeffries to be imzinctcd.for clcetion oo o Lifc Tcuber of thc Club.
ALL executive posotions will beconme vacant at the A.G.lI%.
HOMINATIONS will be accepted at the A.G.H,
The newly created pcosition of Public Officer will neced to be filled at the A.G.M,
Proxy votes will be accepted at the 4.,G.li, but these must be in writing please,

We hope to see you there on liarch 28th, at the VWheatsheaf,

* Stuart the Ed.(alias Selby's Jetsetter) is in llelbourne undertaking a -
training course, so nany thanks to those vho helped provide "instant"
naterial to fill this issue of the Spiel. (T7.G.)

#%  Caroline Rees - eox,Bd, and very versatile young lady has returned from a
banking course in Melbourne and has now taken up sky-diving. Hopefully she
will still have tine to

drop

in to Club gatherings. (Also - Happy birthday)
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*  Various contentious issues have arisen lately within the Club, One is the

placing of a permonent or seni-permanent telephone cable in "major risk"
caves for use in energencies, inother is the proposed blocking/gating of the
easy access to the Dulciner area in Kublea Khan. Your views on the same would be
gratefully reccived by the Editor for publishing in the Spiel and connehs at
neetings are also invited - so put your pen to paper and air your opinions!

*  T'ranklin River Expedition - 1980,

The recent trip into this arca indicated that a great deal more time would be
necessary to do justicc to ifs potenticl, Thercfope plens for o lonser - up to 4
wecks ~ trip are already being worked out. Tlying in of gear and people would be
feasible if finances permit. People interested in this trip should contact
Ian Gothard, 9 Jancs Avenuc, {ingshon Beach, 7150, before the end of June,

*  About a week after the completion of the zbove expedition Bill Nicholson is

planning to do some najor work in the Cracroft area. Recent visits into the
area hove indicated that it is worth doing further in-depth rescarch, and the
possibility of further caves is very likely., Bill Wichclson should be contacted
if you are interested - address: 9 Heather Road, Risdon Vale, 7019,

*¥  Your Editor is still waiting for an artistic person within the Club to design
a new cover for the Spiel. Please send all cfforts to Stuart.

*  Bill Tonelin is hoping to conplete the Kubla kKhan survey in 1980~8f, This is
a very demanding task and he has undertcken to co-ordinate things so any
information regarding this cave should be sent to Bill(see address p,.t),tbank you,
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WACCON Conference - Perth -  January 1979.

The conference was well attended with over 100 cavers present - nostly from
interstate. With few exceptions cavers from Eastern Australia drove across the MNul-
larbor and there were the usual sad stories of vehicles abandonced in various out of
the way places for cxpensive repairs while their unfortunate ovmers hitchiked the
rest of the way. Yours truly and his wife decided to do it a different way by driv-
ing to Launceston, theu flying to lielbourne and from there by train to Perth, An
interesting experience but not to be done too often, We left Melbourne on the night
of the 28th Dec, and arrived in Pertk in the carly hours of 31st Dec, lieals on
board the train were quite good but the sleeping accomnmnodation for tourist class
is incredibly cranped, Fortunately cavers do not suffer from claustrophobia. iny-
way, we saw the Hullarbor in air-conditioned confort but unable to get off to look
at sone of the caves, Perhaps just as well as the tenperature in Cockiebiddy rosc
to 51° C on one day!

In Perth we were net by Yornm Poulter, iell lmown to older TCC cavers for
his exploits in Khazad-dun during a six-nonth stay following the Hobart conference
in 1970, Norm is now married and has a bouncing son, Norm and his wife Natalie
kindly put us up during the conference and we are very grateful for their hospital-
ity. They expect to come to Tasuconia for an extended holiday in early 1981 follow-
ing the lielbournc 4i.5.F, Conference,

The Perth Conference was held in a Teachers College close 4o the Uni.of 9.4,
and accomnodation was provided in Currie Hall - a university residential college.
The paper sessions were well attended with many papers on conservation issues and
technical aspects of caving. The scientific side was rather disappointing and some
papers were withdravm ot the last minute. The photographic competition was extreme-
ly well organised by Ros Hart who went to very considerable trouble persuad@ng
photographic firms to donate prizes for various categories of slides and prints.
Entries were doninated by li,A., The only Tasmanian entries were from Northern Cave
erncers unfortunately without any indication of vhere they were taken. Although
there were some really outstanding cntries the overall standard was a bit disap-
pointing. The trophy for the best entry overall was won by Norm Poulter with e
glide of a drop of water on the end of a straw.

The Cavenans Dinner nust rate as the quietest ever held. Just as the first
buns started to fly the organizcrs very cleverly introduced Elery Hamilton—Sm%th
to give an illustrated talk on National Parks for caves and karst in Yugoslavia.
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It was a very infornctive and interesting contribution. Even though Elery had
accidently left his best slides at home they were better than nost other
peoples!

Spelco Sports organized by Rauleigh Yebb was another successful venture
and was held on a rocky limestone coast ncar the nouth of the Swan River. It
included laddering, swimming, wall scaling, storndrain cravling and attenpting
to wrigsle under a showver of initation stravs(consisting of suspended netal
rods) without touching any.

The comnittee neetings are a nccessary evil vhich as TCC delegate I had
to attend. The three vice-presidents of ASP(inciuding ryself) icre retired.
The nevuly elected three came fron Queenslend(Glenn Pure), 17.S.V,(Andrew Pavey)
and S.A.(Jin Cundy). This neans that Tasnmanio is no longer represented at this
level. After nany years of service as A,3.7, President, Wick White retired and
Ken Lance of 7,A, was clected in his place. Ken was also responsible for the
organization of the VACCON Conference.

Laurie lioody resigned as ncwusletter cditor and a motion of special
thanks was noved for all the hard work hc has put in over the last few years,
Rosie Shannon was clected to the job. Her address is 44 licCaul St., Taringa,
Quecnsland, 4068. She can also be contacted by phone on 07 - 3708959 but eith-
er before 8 a.n, or after 5 p.n.(Queecnsland tine) please!

The reconniendations of the Ad Hoc Committiec on Homenclature on cave
naning and nutbering were accepted and having completed its function the con-
nittee was disbanded.

The AST Handbook is still a long way from being ccmpleted but Peter
Matthews is' still quictly working away ironing out all the computer bugs,

The next ASF Comnittee Meeting will be held fron 26-28 January, 1980
in Buchan, Victoria and catering will be provided. The next AST Confercnce
will be COMVIC and will be held between Christmas ond ew Year sonevhere in
Victoria - probably in lMelbourne, Tasnania is due to host another conference
in Decenber 1984..

A1l in all the Perth Conference was a very successful event, Our thanks
to Ken Lance and his organizing comnmittce for all the work they have put in,

YACCON TMeldtrips,

Mieldtrips viere held both before and after the conference. As we wanted
to see a little mere of W.A. vic viere only ablc to spend a couple of days in
the Yallingup - Augusta area. As the VASGL campsite was badly overcrowded with
nearly 60 cavers we canped at the SRG hut with Norm and his fanily. Two wild
caves were visited. VYle looked at Horm's dig in Crystal Cave and adnired sonme
of the formations nearby. Unfortunately nost of the cave was out of bounds as
the WA cavers had decided to scverely resirict access to their better caves
because of their vulnerability to “anage. lic also visited one very badly van-
dalizced former tourist cave - a sad exanjle of what can happen to an unlocked
cave close to a road.

In addition we visited three tourist caves. Yallingup Cave is run by a
local council. It is quite attractive hut very poorly lit and developed al-
though there are plans for improvenents. It contains some very fine formations
including nany helictites. Tourists have the option of doing a wilderness
stint down a tight sloping passage to a small chamber with a concrete floor.
The powerful smell of urinc in this part of the cave docs not add to the at-
traction of the place.

lMarmmoth Cave is a well knowm tourist cave and in the past has yielded
fossil bones. It is one of the fes strean caves in J.A. and contains large
chambers with nassive formations,

Jewel Cave ncar jugusta is a very spectacular cave only recently devel-
oped for tourists. This is undoubtedly the nost spectacular cave we saw. Un-
fortunately our pleasure of seeing the cave is somevhat spoiled by the very
laree parties that were being pushed through so that nost time was spent
standing jam-packed together with 100 or nore other tourists., Trick and col-
oured lighting is used and while it may be attractive to the average tourist
it is unlikely to inspire nany cavers,

Beaches in the South-~Vest offer a pleasant alternative when one gets
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tired of secing pretties. It is a wonder that W, A, cavers get mndereround at all.

lle were also able to sec many other aspects of the S.U., of Western Australia -
the extensive forests of the llanjimup arca, the spectacular scenery of the south
coast, the Stirling Ranges and Vave Rock at Hyden, Ve really enjoyed our stay in
V.h. even though we were able to sce only a snall part of the largest state of

Australia.
Albert Goede,
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Exit Cave Survey,

Exit Cave has a reputation as Australia's longest cave system, A great deal
of it has been surveyed but nuch of it, althoush explored, has not, Some has been
napped in detail(the glow-worn chambers and Confercnce Concourse) but mostly sirple
line transects nake up the survey naps. Apart fron sone published nmaterial, nost
of the accurate survey details arc in the hands of a nurber of people who carried
then out.

In late January a surveying trip iras held in Exit at the request of some
interstate. visitors vho were cager %o help add to our nap(trip rcport and naps
will be published soon), and we were nore than mildly surprised to find that we had
no accurate complete nap of the work already done, The January trip resulted in
paps of two sections of cave previously not surveyed, as far as we know but, lack-
ing an accurate nap of the main passage, we find it difficult to attach our re-
sult to anything.

All this inspired a recent meeting to appoint an Exit Cave Survey Co-ordin-
stor who would collate and correclate information, as is done for several large
cave systens on the nmainland where surveying is perforned by a variety of people
over a period of ycars, Having been an instigator of this nove, I an stuck with
the above imposing title and ny first act in office is to issue the following

invitation: oo pROPIE WHO HAVE SURVEY INFORMATION FOR EXIT CAVE

AND VOULD LIKR TO CONTRIBUTE TO A COHPLETE AP OF THE

U WASEH InLCT Ay, -

SYSTEI PLEASE CONTUCT 1T Aruce lolntosh,
"Springvale",
Midwood Street,

WEW TOVN, 7008,
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Khazad-dun Cormmunications,

Recent events in K-D have started a debate, nainly between vertical cavers
and surface support pecple, about the cthics of comnunication by telephone in dan-
gerous verticel caves., During the initial cxploration of I-D a telephone line was
set up which eventually comnected the surface and the sump. In the event of a party
being seriously overdue, such a line would prove invaluable to people on the sur-
face who nust make a decision about noking a search and rescuc call-out,

BUT, say the people who use the cave, this wculd detract from the aspect of adven- ..
ture, risk, excitement or whatever turns you on in such a cave,

fould the naintenance of a permanent line be inadvigable in K-D because it
would make the cave "tame"? Would this objection be outweighed by the certain
benefits in the event of accident or other difficulty? Yould it be better to have
a line kept at Maydena which could be casily recled out by a descending party?
Would . « . + » » @tc. ctc. ??

Corments are invited in the forn of brief letters to the Editor, especially
comrients from vertical cavers.

Just to get the ball rolling, I would vote for a permanent line tq the
sunp in K-D, with access points at scveral strategic places to plug in light-
weight telephone transceivers. Any argunents? Bruce licIntosh.
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TRIP REPORTS., o .
Death or Glory Inc. - 1979 Cracroft Expecdition,

Leaders(Party): Bill Nicholson and Pavel Ruzicka.

Well, wvhere do we start?

You wouldn't believe how hard the conditions were, rugned, ye rugeed,
fle've had it rugsed before but never aos rugged as this, Put it this way, if
JI 99, 110 and 172 were rated as severe - well, vhere do we start?

Ve wvon't mention the weather but ve could have had it better.’

The first stage of the valk in, along Farmhouse Creek, ended up as scme-
what of an epic. 48 per usual Pavel charged off ir front -2:ile Bill slopszed
along, being occasicnally overtaken by the odd snail, lleanthile, Pav had nanag-
ed to get lost, fall off a rotten log and land on a nest cf jockjunpers., A dozen
or so bites later Pav junps up, becones very itchy, and runs like the clappers
for the creek, After a while of sitting naked in the creck his face and back
puffed up alarmingly. Anyvay, Pav got betier, but neanvhile, Bill was still slog-
ging up Farnhouse. Ve eventually wet and nade camp &t Pine Canp thot night.

Next day we did "Four Tape Cave'{proposed nane) - a cave hlbert Goede and
Bill had partly explored last ycar, ond proceeded dowm alony to Judds Cavern,
Visited Judds on Monday - the strean was very low - end cxplored the partly sur-
veyed passage near the siphon, Also visited Iatchlight Cavern.

I'our Tape Cave: ; . . .. .
Albert, rehmenber that cave we visited? Quote "I Buppose you
could call it a cave'" - ‘

Well, we pushed and pushed and found 600 netres of new cave, large pas-
sages, chanbers and very large avens, lio rcal formation to speak of but there
are so nany passages we didn't have tine to explore it's not funny. "Four Tape"
is a lot more complex than Wolf Hole with leads rumning into every dircction of

the conpass.

The length of "TFour Tape" could very easily be pushed up to a kilometre
or nore, but who will survey it!

There is great potential for large systens in this arcea so if you are
interested drop me a note(plain s.a.e. please), Bill Hicholson.

Mole Creek - Tong Weekend, HMarch 3-5, 1979,
Party: Bill Nicholson, Rinma Truchanas, Tony liorgan and Peter “edds,

The ain of the weckend was to meet and socialise with other cavers,
relax, and caverncer, I'm pleased to say that ve did all three and enjoyed our-
selves in doing so.

low I have received several coments 1o the effect of "was liole Creek
a booze-up like usual?", or "Did you do any caving?", "Vhy do we liole Creek?",
Because it's a beputiful area, novhere in Tassie will you find a publican who
will go out of his way so much to make you feel at hone, the atriosphere of the
area and the people, makes it a very relaxful veekend. ind in today's life of
tension, stress and other nasties, you nust find an outlet or you becone defunct.

Also when we do the sane caves over and over again it's not because we
are slacking(well not really) but it's because that's all we know. So let it be
knowm that Mole Creek weekends are not all purely booze-ups.,

Ve spent the weekend with a fanily fron Savage River(l.C, Menbers)and
on lionday with Peter Cover(Pres.N.C.) Following negotiation with Peter Cover,

a solid attenpt will be nade for an interclub caving weckend sonrctine in the
future which T'nm sure nembers will participate in. Rima and I experinented with
lights and caneras in Genghis Khan and showed Fronk Salt and Co.(Savage River)
around the cave generally.

To introduce Peter Tedds to this mad-cap sport we did a tour of Honey-
comb, picked blackberries and drove hone via the cast coast.

It was a great weekend, Bill Nicholson.

- e mm G mm ms mm e mm e e mm A e e mm e am e @ E E e -

PLEASE remember - paynent of subscriptions at the #.G.}M, would be appreciated.
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T.C,C, President's Report, 1978-79,

{ithin Tesnarnia there arc approxinmately 120 known cavers of whon 50 are
Tasnanian Cavernecring Club nenmbers. The majority of the remainder are affiliated
to the 7.C,C, with an active group(Southern Caving Society) making up the balance.
The fact of a fow non-affilieted people who go coving should not be a source of
irritation to the Club but, as is so often the case, this very small ninority
does create tension within caving circles.

It would be to the Club's adventage and the caving fraternity's(and soror-
ity) peace of nind to encourage all would-be cavers to liaise with the Caving
Clubs of this State. This will not be done by sniping at the various "non-aligned"
cavers, or by heaping seni-official rerulations on access to caves, It is ny
contention that these unaffiliated groups be invited to contribute to caving, by
discussion, cxchange of inforuction(Spelco Spiel), and by joining trips with
Clubs {ond vice versa).

During ny travels around the State in comnection with ny work, * have net
nany individuals who would like to "go caving" and soune vhio do "go caving" with
highly suspect notives. In nany cases they reject the idea of affiliating with a
Club on the bascs of: "too nany regulations"”, "costs toc nuch", "what do we get
out of it?", "Clubs have no busincess telling ne what to do" and so on, On further
analysis, it often appears that there have been a distortion of reports re, the
the activities of these pcople - I suggest that the T.C.C, investigates a forun

o0

to discuss these problems (Ombudsnan)?

At the last i.G.l, a call was nade for the younger nembers to contribute
t0 the running of the 8lub, This challenge has been accepted with excellent re-
sults. The Committee has within its ranks several younger members who bring a
note of colour to what could be a very boring exercise, I would like to record
riy appreciation of the efforts being made by the whole Conmittee and in partic-
ular to these younger members, I hope for a continuation cf this involvenent dur-
ing 1979-80.

A word of warning on this lagst. Too often the rumning of a Club becones
dependant on very few individuals. It is for every menber to realise that they
have a significant part to play in support of Club activities whether on Comnit-
tec or not. I would go as far as to sugrest that cvery nember of the Club should
be asked to contribute at least one article per year to the Speleo Spiel and to
attend a basic mininun of goencrcot-neetings.

I nust, reluctantly, withdraw {rom regular participation in Club affairs
for the next couple of years. I have a new, very time-consuning job, and a
degree to get through, o house to cormplete and three children vho nust be
trained to wriggle, crawvl, clinb and develeop a healthy regerd for nmud, To all
cavers in Tasmania and particularly in the Tasmanian Caverncering Club, thank
you for your support over thc 1978-79 caving season.

Bill Tomalin (signed).

AN




