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August 1 1 , l  2 - Sat. and Sun. Plorentine Area: -:elcome Stranger, Prankconbe S,  
h ., Beginners Luck, e tc .  Acting Leader: Peter  Batts. 

inqpst 15th - C O 1  IEETIIGG, 7 Rupert Avenue, Hew ?own, a t  8 p.m, 

September 5th  - GEl"TiP& I.;EE"!I;:G, 7 m p e r t  Avenue,, New Town, s t a r t s  8 p.m, 
P L ~ ~ ~ E  nqt-e* -cha~1~T- f . ? r ~ ? E .  -- - . -,--. -. . 

SEPTHEER 14th - FRIDAY FIGHT : ,G.:: UAL D 1 1  Unfortunately a venue has not 
yet  been f ina l ized  but res-t assured t ha t  d e t a i l s  w i l l  be a v a i l a d e  
i n  plenty of t ine .  

September 19 - COfDIIT?EE EEE?%NG: 7 3uper-t Avenue, 1:ew Tom, 8 p .n. 

SEPT. 1at  Yeek - Rational Conference on Outdoor Education - assistance is  required 
by B i l l  Torlalin f o r  possible Fui t  t r i p .  Phone B i l l  on 30 6214 i f  
in teres ted.  &.B,% :'.'rip w i l l  be a t  weekend. 

January 12-27, 1980 - 1fiFUAL TXP: Cracroft Area - includin:? systematic mapping 
and exploration. 

Vednesday night GET-TO-GETERS - Stuar t  Bicholas' place, 7 Rupert Avenue, New Town. 
I f  you can ' t  ge t  there  but necd t o  lmow d e t a i l s  f o r  a t r i p  Ph:B 3054, 
Everyone welcome - :'.Y .O., or  s l i de s  o r  anything e l s e  of enter- 
tainment value! 

In the  n e w  f 'uhre:  - bit Cave: fami l ia r iza t ion  and p n e r a l  look around p r io r  t o  
the  corxiencenent of surveying. N .B. This i s  a surveying t r i p  ! 
Leader: Albert Goede. ( ~ t a ~  twlcd f o r  the  actual  date. ) 

EDITO2IAL. - -- 
m a t  can I w r i t e  about? $Tothing has been happening! I ' m  sure you are a l l  get- 

t i n g  s ick of ~ l y  raves about slackness and apathy and all t h a t  s o r t  of th ing  so I ' l l  
rave about something completely d i f fe ren t .  

89  you wi l l  no doubt read i n  a t r i p  report  i n  t h i s  Spiel  a cave recently ex- 
plored by the  Flaydena Branch shows some promise s ince 5 t  has been pursued beyond the  
usual rock f i l l e d  en t rmce  i n t o  a s teeply descending chamber o r  passage. %is cave i s  
jus t  one of m a n y  which I am convinced e x i s t  i n  the  area  co~iwonly referred t o  as  the  
Junee. Despite about ten years of f a i r l y  in tensive exploration nore entrances a re  re@- 
l a r l y  being found. Surely t h i s  would make the  area  almost unique i n  Australia i n  t h a t  
new entrances can so ea s i l y  be found. Because of tha-t every e f f o r t  should be made t o  
protect  it fron int rusions  by industry - a l o t  i s  i n  the  ETt.Field National Parlc and 
hence i s  rcla-Lively sa fe  but some is not and should be preserved f o r  fu ture  generations 
of cavers t o  oojoy. S tuar t  Nicholss. 



Page 2. Speleo Spiel  No. 148. 

A t  the l a s t  general meeting, two new people were yroposed and elected as 
f u l l  members. !mey a r e  John Penwill and Dave Soutngate. Congratulations 
and welcone t o  the  mob! 

Speaking of new med~ers ,  Rick Ilume has at last revealed h i s  place of 
abode which tu rns  out t o  be 9 Pr imose  Place, Sandy Day. 

Contrary t o  what you may; have read i n  l a s t  month1 s S ~ i e l ,  weekly get-to- 
gethers  AXE being held a i  S tuar t  1-icholas ' place ( 7 1Iuper-b Ave. ) Appar- 
en-tly a s l i p  of t he  f inger  caused ";P t o  becone " t " ,  thereby converting 
the  vrord"nowl' t o  "nott1, which a1 l means t h a t  not i s  not ri&t and now i s .  
If you can ' t  understand t h a t  jazz, cone along any~iay and EYO ( o r  anybody 
e l s e ' s ) ,  s l i de s ,  p ic tures  o r  any other forris of entertainment a re  welcome! 

Eeing an ex-caver nlust do sone-thins S-Lrange -to some people. :?his has cer- 
t a i n l y  happened t o  trro o: our lonzer-standing ineinlmrs - Phi l  Robinson has 
jus t  been narr ied and Rrian Coll in has taken U:? bicycle racing! 

Congra-l;ulations Phi l  and Jenny and a l l  the  besi; Tor -the future .  
Con~ra t s .  a l so  t o  -3rian lrho won h i s  f i r s t  race t he  other  day. Maybe 

bike racine; i s  an intermediate s t e p  between or ienteer ing and lawn bowls. 

A s  mentioned last month we no longer have t'le beer t i c k e t  franchise a t  t he  
',?heatsheaf Hotel. ;?or the  past  year and a ha l f  o r  so  jl.C.C. has used t h i s  
establishnont as a base f o r  meetings and so fo r th .  On behalf of a l l  the  
members J must thank Dave and Leanne Cook f o r  puS. t ing up with us over 
t h i s  period and al loving 2.C.C . t o  make subs-tan-tial monetary gains from 
the  arrangement. !lZlanks Dave and Leanne. 

Our hard working and en thus ias t i c  CAVSAR Officer,  B i l l  I'icholson has de- 
cided t o  leave c i v i l i a n  l i f e  f o r  a while and join  the  kmy. Hence the  
posi t ion of Cave Search and 3escue Officer i s  now vacant and an e lec t ion  
o r  appointment f o r  t h i s  r,ost impor-tant posi t ion r i i l l  take place a t  the  
September General I:eeJcin:. Carrying on from where Peter  "!a%-ts l e f t  off 
B i l l  has es-tablished an excel lent  l i a i s o n  with Police S & R which has 
helped both par t i es .  

B i l l  w i l l  be sorely  missed by us a l l  and I'm sure everyone joins e t h  
me i n  wishing him well with h i s  fu tu re  career  and thanking him f o r  h i s  
e f f o r t s  i n  the  past .  

The mining lease  taken out by DIP extends south and west from the  south- 
ern boundary 0:; iIt.Field Ka-tional Park, not  from the  western boundary as 
s ta ted  l a s t  nonih. !?he sou-thern l i r l l i t  i s  i n  the  Snowy Eange a rea  and the  
north-west l i m i t  i s  the  area  of ?!im Shea. -?he t o t a l  lease  a rea  i s  9759 sq.km. 

On the  weekend of the  11,12 August two t r i p s  were planned, one t o  the  
Florentine and the  other  t o  bit. This incredible  en-thusiasm was  dea l t  a 
death-blow when heavy snov and ra in  f e l l  l a t e  i n  t he  week. Despite t he  
f a c t  t ha t  the  ra in  in Spain f e l l  mainly on the  p la in ,  the  ra in  and snow 
w a s  a pain and a blow since it stopped us a l l  i r on  coing below!? 

!?here are  s t i l l  two copies of this book l e f t .  Pr ice  812.00 plus  $2.00 f o r  post- 
age (any change from postage w i l l  be refunded). Of the  212.00 the  usual $4.00 
s t i l l  goes i n t o  'C.C.C. funds. Further copies a r e  on the. oray from China but 
a pr ice  incrcase i s  possible with t h i s  shipment. Contact Therese Goede, 8 Bath 
S t ree t ,  Batkery Point, "AS. 7000. f o r  your copy. 

* - X - * * * * * *  * x - ~ - ~ & ~ ~ * * * ? + * * *  

Best wishes f o r  a speedy recovery t o  Sue 7etney - it would a2Tear she has 
caught the current  bug. Please ge t  b e t t e r  sonn, t h i s  temporary t y p i s t s  f in -  
ee rs  are  ge Lting not-bed! 

0L";DERS f o r  Norm Poul ter ' s  colour p r i n t s  may be given t o  k lbe r t  Goede not l a t e r  -- 
than a t  the  next Gen.I!eeting and a bulk order can be sent. See l a s t  Spiel.  



Party: I:nx J e f f r i c s ,  Geoff il'isher, Chris and Diana Davies(11aydena Branch), T h  - 
Douglass, L ~ o n i e  S te ino l ,  Geoff Lee ( i t i n e r a n t s ) .  

Left  llaydena f o r  "the Valley" about 10 a.m. t o  f i r s t  check a small hole Ptax had 
seen on h i s  Ins-i; day with X.FJ  . 

The cave, which we nwbered 340, was a few metres off  t he  Tiger 2oad and 
about 100 m,  before Ken Road. k t r y  w a s  through a ti&t squeeze onto a rock p i l e  
which had -to be moved. Threehundrcd and fo r ty  w a s  a naximum of 6 m. deep with 
about 30 LI. of horizontal  chamber and rocky, nuddy crawling. Disappointing! 

I\iext w a s  a barbie lunch on the  road, then on t o  321, 1.5 l a .  up Leo Thorne 
Road from the  Florentine Valley Rod .  Uhen v i s i t e d  previously t h i s  cave had a 
c ry s t a l  c l ea r  pond which stopped f u l l  exploration.  e had been c a l l i n s  t h i s  cave 
"The Pond Cave". 

Down the  t i g h t  sloping squeeze i n t o  an antechamber then main chamber where 
the pond was ( w a s  being -the operative word! ) - the  'pond' was gone! So me a l l  had 
a rabb i t  around in the  muddy crawling passages, a l l  of which appeared t o  head back 
t o  the surface.  Geoff ?isher proved unable t o  r e s i s t  joining in  the fun, even 
though he w a s  carrying h i s  own personal CaC03 forma-tion from ankle t o  groin. 

Came out of the  cave and it was g e t t i n g  dark so  -2hat was it f o r  the  day. 

Chris Davies. 

Plorentine Valley, Saturday, 4-8-79. 

Partx:. Chris and Diana Davies, Sue Peeney, Geoff Pisher(?kydena Branch), S tuar t  - -- 
Wicholas . 
Ihlcing an unusually ea r ly  start vre arr ived a t  the  ANhl gate  a t  9.30 a.m,, 

having Cirst picked up some gear from ?:ax1s place.  '!e went with the a i m  of invest- 
i ga t i ng  a lpoi;en-t;ial cavet on -the southern boundary of the  1 t .  Field  l!ational Park, 
approxinately halfway along the  t r ack  bctncen %he Junee Qoad and The Chairman. 

Chris had found t he  cave a couple of months e a r l i e r  but didn' t  have the  
ladders required f o r  the entrance pi-Lch. The cave i s  about 300 m. south of the  
'crack a t  t he  foot  of a limestone overhmg. After  thrashing around i n  the  wet scrub 
W found the  entrance and quickly rigged a laddcr t o  b e ~ i n  exploration. Although 
f a i r l y  spacious and consis tent ly  desccndirq, thc  cave gave the  i n i t i a l  inpression 
of being a s e r i e s  of gaps i n  a l a rge  rockfa l l .  :lowever, formations and masses of 
moon-dlk gave us  added incentive.  After a tortuous downhill s l i d e  we cane i n t o  
a large ,  angled chamber. S tuar t  discovered a large ,  deep hole i n  the  f l o o r  which 
looked l i k e  stopping our progress. A scout-around revealed an a l t e rna t e  descent 
which was negotiable without laddcrs. Chris, S tua r t  and I headed of f  expecting 
t o  soon bc a t  the bot-tom. Some t i n e  l a t e r  we were well below the  f l oo r  l e w l  of 
the p r ~ v i o u s l y  mentioned hole and confronted by a 20 n!. sheer pi tch.  Our explora- 
t i on  had t o  end there ,  a t  a d ~ p t h  we estimated between 80 - 100 m. 

Being pleased with ourselves vrc re reated t o  t he  surface and cookcd lunch 
over a (very) slow and smoking f i r e .  T%e pe r s i s t en t  d r i z z l e  eventually drove us out 
but we were keen t o  re tu rn  at a ].ater date  with more equipment t o  f i n i s h  the  job. 

Le t te r  t o  the  Editor.  10 Park S t . ,  \lollongong, N .S .l:!, 2500, 
17th Apri l ,  1979. 

Dear S i r ,  
A s  a v e r t i c a l  caver fami l ia r  with Khazad-dun, I would l i k e  t o  make some 

comments on Bruce !"cIntoshls sug?;estion t h a t  a parmanent telephone l i n e  be placed 
there. 

The existance of a telephone l i n e  would be of l i t t l e  ass is tance i n  many d i f -  
f i c u l t  s i tua t ions ,  a s  the  e f f ic iency  of such a l i n e  depends on having someone on the 
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surface end t o  coni31micatc v i th .  Generally t h i s  would not occur u n t i l  someone 
had gone up t o  the  entrance a f t e r  thc  par ty  was overdue. 1 s  accidcnt could have 
occured hours e a r l i c r  'and the  l i n e  vould havc bet-n no usc because no one would 
have been on the surface end. 

In  the  l i @ t  of sone previous 99incidcnts" i n  t h i s  cavc some s teps  can be 
taken t o  reduce th -  accidcnt potent ia l .  !ih? chances of an exl-austion or  exposure 
case are reduced i f  e f f c r t s  a re  ~imde'to s tay  dry. Ne17 b o l t s  should be placed on 
the  second and l a s t  waterfa l l  pi tchcs so t h a t  they can be negotiated dry. 1!he 
other four stream pitches car? 5e rigged dry r e l a l i vc ly  easi ly .  This aloo allows 
f o r  an escape i f  wate r  l cvc l s  do r i s e .  

li i;elephone would undoubtedly be invaluable i n  sone c~irrgencies;  but what 
about the accident potent ia l  i n  any other  serious ver tca l  cave? A l i n e  kept in 
I'aydena o r  Hobart .could. he used i n  otl7er rescues. I do not believe t h a t  P.D. has 
m y  special  dangers which require it t o  be sin;;lcd out f o r  specia l  treatment in 
t h i s  nanncr(othcr than, t ha t  of ihe  decp caves it i s  nore l i k e l y  t o  be v i s i t ed  
by an inexperienced par ty) .  t s  far as  ve r t i ca l  caves go !<.I). i s  re la t ive ly  f r e e  
of the  dangers caused by loose rocks and rope abrasion problems on pitchcs.  
I vote no. 

David J . lTar t in  . 
P.S. Some rigging sug[;estions f o r  ::.D. w i l l  be published i n  the  S.S.S. Journal 

Article reprinted from FSS News : I'ebruary , 1 979. (Of 11!1:F?; IYE i n t e r e s t  ! ). 

DEATH IF CI1IJAI)IAY BOLE. --- - --- - - 
John &rber,  an ac t ive  caver i n  t:?e Phihdclp '  i a  Grotto, died i n  Canadian 

Role Cave, Pocahcntas County, "cst B i r a n i a  on July 3, 1978, during a caving t r i p  
with Bob Snyder, Ed LaRock, Linda b k e r  and Eilecn Caya. l!?he cavers entered Cana- 
dian Hole a t  12.30 p.n. f o r  the  purpose of exploring "f'onster Cavern". The acci- 
dent occurred on the re turn t r i p  a t  approximately 9.30 p.m. Entering -the cave, 
the group r i gmd  the narrow m m s s  Drop \Ji-i;ll a Blue "a-ter ? I  rope. Bob Snyder, 
the  l a s t  cavcr dorm, used a s l i n f  and carabiner t o  hold the rope through the  wid- 
e s t  par t  of -the narrov crcvice. Another party with a cavc radio folloncd and it 
i s  assmed they l c f t  the  s l i n g  holding the  rope i n  place. Upon returning t o  
the  base of thc  Bpss Drop, John, Linda and Eilecn were t o  PO out f i r s t ,  leaving 
Ed and Bob t o  der ig  the  drop. John s t a r t ed  up the  rope F i r s t  with h i s  two jumar 
modified Ilkxas system. R e  comented on the  ~ o n f o ~ t  of h i s  system as he climbed 
up t o  the  base of the  s lo t .  He managed t o  get  h i s  head and chest  through the  s l o t  
but had d i f f i c u l t y  get-king h i s  lover  body and bot-tom jmar -throu@. "ithout suc- 
cess he struggled f o r  approxinntely 20 ~linu-tes. Eilcen was rigzed and decided t o  
ascend and help John. Ile in:ormcd John of t h i s  but he declined and said  he was 
going t o  rappel back doim. Kc saic! he could not reIilovc h i s  chest  jmar and asked 
i f  anyone had a h i f e ,  but no knife  w a s  available.  J t  appears t h a t  John burned 
h i s  chest s l i n g  with h i s  carbidc lamp i n  order t o  disconnect it. 1,inda and 
Eileen were on botiom belay when they noticed John s l i p  i n t o  the crack about a 
foo t  and a ha l f .  He rasped, "1 can ' t  brea-the..." !le saw h i s  hands s t ruggl ing in 
the  s l o t  and a f t e r  a minute h i s  body went limp, h i s  h,mds f e l l  t o  h i s  side,  and 
h i s  carbidc lamp f e l l  down the  p i t .  7e t r i e d  comxmica-Ling with him but t o  no 
avai l .  2eal iz ing t h a t  rre had t o  ge t  t o  John, Eilecn s t a r t ed  up the  rope. She got 
t o  John and observed h i s  chin and helmet wedged sideuays i n  the s l o t .  John was 
nearing a "Joc Brown" helnet  with a lour  point  suspensj-on non-elastic chin s t rap.  
?he s t rap  was secured t i @ i t l y  under h i s  chin. Eilecn was able t o  f r ee  John 
f r o r  the  crevice so h i s  body was hanging by h i s  s ea t  harness. Tileen thought she 
could f e e l  a s l i gh t  hear t  beat and breathing, but she was not sure. The only 
noticeable in jury was a cut on h i s  chin where it had becn lodged i n  the  s lo t .  
John was lowered and CPR nas administered. The elapsed time from vhen John s l i p  
ped u n t i l  he was lowered was a:)out 20 miliutes. A t  t h i s  point  no pulse o r  breath- 
i ng  could be detec-ted. I t  was decided t h a t  Linda would s tay  with Eilecn in the  
cave and Bob and Ed would go f o r  help. Upon reaching the  s l o t ,  Fob found John9 s 
upper j m a r  s t i l l  on the rope. John had apparently burned off  the  chest h a h e s s  
a d  f e l l  the  length of the slack betveen h i s  jumar and rappel gear. H i s  hclmet and 
chin caught i n  the s l o t ,  and -the chin S-Lrap crushed h i s  larynx. A crushed 1'- 
was l a t e r  confirmed as  the  cause of death by a medical exaij.nation. " 


