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leo Spiel Page 1. Septesber, 1979,

NEWSLETTER OF THE TASMANIAR CAVERNEERING CLUB.

Annual subscription 84.00. Single copiss 40 cents.

Presidents = Bruce McIntosh, c/o Springvale Hostel, Midwood Street, New Town, 7008,
Ph: 28 1282 (H), eor 34 2833 (¥W).

President: Max Jeffries, 18 South Crescent, Maydena, 7457.
(Maydena Boh.) Ph: 88 2256 (H).

Acting Seoretary:s Albert Goeds, P.0, Box 338, Sandy Bay, 7005,
Pa: 39 9265 (H), or 23 OS61 ext.415 (W),

Editors Stuart Nicholas, 7 Rupert Avenue, New Towmn, 7008, Ph, 28 3054 (H),

Typist and Sue Peeney, 60 King Streel, Sandy Bay, 7005,
Bistribution: ' M 25 1699 (H), eor 34 6299 (W),
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R¥, ROGRAMME:

ANNUAL DINNER -~ SATURDAY SEPTEMEER 15th = 6,30 PJM, =~ Prince of Walee Hotsl,
Purther details elsewhere in this Spiel,

Leddering Exercises - In conjunction with E.M.C., Thursdays 20th, Z7th Ssptember,
4th, 1tth October, 1,30 p.m, onwards at Prootors Road Quarry.

Exit Cave - SATURDAY: OCTOBER &th,
Leader: Aldbert Goede, b
Come axound to Stuart's the Wednesday before for letalls,

m HOI. - : n...c. td’. Sttm, Octobor '3&.
Assistance needed. Contact Bruce MoIntosh or Bill Tomalin(30 5§214).

WEDNESDAY NIGET GEI-TO-GETHERS : WEDNESDAY NIGH® GET-TO-GETHERS 3 WEDNESDAY NICHY
If you haven't been getting there you haven't been gotting it all together cavingwise,
Come and orgenize a trip, natter, show slides or just about anything else. If you
osn't make it but want to know further details of forthcoming trips phone up on

28 3054.
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EDITORIAL,

What has been happening during the last sonth? -
) | ROTHING?
I won't say any morve.

S.Ne

ANRUAL DINRER SEPT. 15TH ¢ ANNUAL DINNER SEPT. 1S TH3s ANNUAL DINNER SEPP. 15T%
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ANNUAL DINNER:
Placa: Princs of Wales Hotel, Seturday, September 15%h, 1979,
ime: 6.30p.n. - 7.00p.m, - pre-dinner drinks, dinner 7p.m,

o0d Counter tea msnn - Soup, entres, main course{good choise), sweets,

‘1 3

|

Contact: If you are going pliease rirg Sua Fecney before Saturday 15th, Phens 34 299

(8.30 a.B, ~ 4,3C pom.) &t work or leavs = message.
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CLUB NEWS:

*+ Long standing member and havdecaver of the early seventies Peter Shaw Y.az ust
veturned (with Yvonns of course!) from a fifteen month working holiday cum orismt-
eering and sightseeing trip to 9ngland and Burope.

Graat to saa you back,

Once again on the BHP wnining lease issue, ancther oug crept into the infs, in
last month's Spial - the lease araa is 97,59 sq.km. NO? 9759 sq.km, ! Barirz
further typogravhical glitchas we should the whole correct this time,

*

Appsrently a certain bod generally referred to as Bill Nicholsor Las led us all
up the proverbial ¢ardem path {or should I say jungle trsck ?). He is NOT roin-
ing the army:; he is , however, resigning as CAVSAR Offirer, 2111 will nu doukt
renenber the coming together of Ditto and the Wet Caves streax at the 3 & R
oxerciss saviiar this year, Ditto also remembers that Bill escaped this carw-
‘mony {only just!)., Bill -~ BE WARNED ! ¢

*  An apology to Dave Martin (S.S5.S.) is in order, Owing to a mix~up in ths sai:
collection system, Lis letter which was sent in April did not reach the Wditor
until last montk, Sorry about that Dave, we certainly appreciats tatters {rox
nembers of other clubs. Your note contained sowme very pertinent information
particularly as regards bolt placement - I'il certaialy agree with that!
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SUBSCRIPTIONS

This 18 VERY DEFIKITELY thae last Spisl that you will recselve 1If jcir dc not
pay promptly. All those (most of the members) who have not yat paid wili
find a large R¥D LARK on this month's cover.

So PAY UP ! Please,
Pull members $7.50; Junior members {under 18) 84,00,
AS,F, Subscription{for other than full members) $3,50.
TCC Prospective Membarship $2,.00.({entitles prospective members to 3 Spesles Spials)
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EARST IN CHINA = All copies have now been sold. If ani when further
copias become availabis notification will be given ir the

Spiel,
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Un¢langified Advertisements:
FOR _SALE, HIRE, LEASE OR GENEZRAL DISPOSAL,

Specisls this moath only! Never to be repeated offer !

(1) WET SUIT ~ "Farmer John" style size 3, wvery thick lined nsoprene, little
use - ideal for Tassiae's cold water!
$60 -~ negotiable ?

(2) BOOTS - Two boots (one left and one right) exnsllent sonditien,
Blundstone sizes 10 lo-cut walking boot., Reason for sale =
they are too big, even for me!Y » :
| They have only been on one K.D, trip, a few Chairman
trips and one Csuidron Pot trip, hence they ars trisd and
true hard-zaving boots. Haggling starts at $25.

CONTACT: Stuart Nicholas for further details on these two GREAT bargains ! !
"lflf*lil'llll!*il*.}i*!ill'**!ﬁ***.**iilliiI'Gll'*.‘l

. Review: - Atea Kanads - the Atea River Cave in the Bighlianda
of Papua New Guinea.

This article appears iniGee (vol.!, no.2., pages 8-35,) -~ Australia’s Csograph~
ical Magazine - published by the Magmzine Division of Paul Hamlyn Ptyv.Ltd, and
availeble from book sellers at $3,.50.

The article is written by Gary Steer who was a member of the 1978 Ates expe-~
dition which sttemptad to break the worid depth record held by Gouffre Pierre 3t,
Martin in Prance with a depth of 1332 metres, Whils the expedition was not success-
ful in this, they did expiore one of the most challaenging caves ir the world wrd
sweveyed & total passage length of 30,5 kilometres to make it the lcorg==% -:ive in
the Scuthern Nemisphere. The article is well written and hae an extemsive coilsc~
tien of zolour photographs shiowing espects of the ~ourixy. %he expeditior site,
the very impressive Atea stream sink apd action photegraphs inside ‘he cave, Sever-
al photographs ¢f surface and cave fauna are alsc included,

The Atea river sink was first visited by the 1973 Muller Range erxpudition
in which two members of T.C.C. toek part: Peter Shaw and Phil Robinson. At that
time many cavers felt that the system would nevar be explcred becauss ¢f the very
large quantities of water entering the cawe even in tre dry zezgon. The threat of
sudden floeds is ever present especially as ilie rainfall ia extrenmely nigh ~ about
the same as Lake Margaret on the Wast Coast Range in Tesmania. The 1376 eapedition
visited the cave agair and found that the main entrance could be by-pusssd, They
also rsalized the depth potential of the cave as weli as explerirg and mapring
3.8 kilometrss of passage.

Atea 78 was a massive expedition ard took two years to pian. Pifry zavers
took part most of whom were Australians, The leader was Julia James froc. Oydney
who is well known for her deep caving activitises, Three years agce she organised
an Easter Expedition to Tasmania which in fcur d4y: bottomed Khazed-dum, Niasars
Pot, Tassy Pot ac wiall as making a through trip to Fubla Khan ! The secrst is
S.R.T. and keeping fit, '
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Review: Alea Kanada (cont.)

The expadition went in Juna - Angust because it was the driest timm ¢f the
ysar., At the tsses camp half a hectare (more than an ecre) of forost wes remcisd
to muke room for buildings, a heliped and an sprroach path for the cheppers. The
expedition used nativs carriers to get all the equipment tc the site, The eapeii.
tion mambers who walked in with ithe zarriers took 2 to 3 days te walk frox 4hs
pearept ssitlmmant 16 the base capp - the base camp was at an altitudg ef U0
nstres = aftsr cligbing over a peuntair range 2800 metres blgh(Vt Osse -~ Tasmaria’s
bhighest mourtaiv - 15 1500 matres high).

_ One party con:entrated on explorirg the Atea streamway dowrstreas. whils
another pushad upstraam slong an underground tributary. A third party made & four
kour walk to the Nali Valley where the resurgence was thought to be. Thé undar-
ground parties expiored and surveyed in groups of four. All survey irnformsiica
was immediately plotied on a master map back at the base camp to get an oversii
piature, .

SRT gear was used predominantly for vertical drceps but wear was found 1o be
hesvy becausé ths asystem is very muddy. The Neli Valley party ccnfirmed by waler
tracing that the Atss resurged thers but was nutle to fird a way into the a.stes
et the resurgencs.

The upstroas tribtutary passags was explered for a distance of 6,5 kas.
Dommstrear axplereticn was slower because of the fast, dgep water and the constant
threat of flicoding. A sunp was sventually rewached, Thres cavers were nearly drowne
ed while trying to find a by-pass route, As the writer says * To push for dagpin
under these condjtions reaquires a certain typs of madness.”

The expedition slso carried ovt scientific werk. A let of biolegical sperie
aens yere colliecisd ~ toth em the surfase and undergrourd. Cavs sdapied spaiasa of
bastlas, spidersz and harvesimen were fcurnd. Perhaps the zost intergsting find was
& new spaciss of cave adapted fresh.water crak. Fresh-water crabs ar9 plse keown
from Camoowssz) ravse in N.W, Queensiand and a cave in the lLimestons Ranguz in the
north of Westarn Australia,

Other items ¢f interest to cavars in Geo ares

{t) An oblique sariai photograph of the ccast near Devils Kitchen and Tasganc
Arch showing a spsctecular array of sea caves (pages 110-111),

{2} The entrance te a cave in the Northern Territory which was diascovered dur-
ing an aerfal saarch for the wrezk of the historical aircraft "Keokaburea!
which crashed in 1529. Apparently the cave remains unexplored (pages 2% -
129).

Albert Goede,
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DON'T FORGET THE ANGUAL DINNER -

WE FEOPE WE*L], SEE YCU THERE ! !

4 X B X B K ¥ B X X X ¥ £ X A ¥ X R X B %




