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FORWARD PR3GRAMME 

Sun. Feb. 15 TRAPDOOR WALLET - t he  B I G  ( ? )  push! Chris  3 
Trevor seem t o  be organis ing t h i s .  

'lied. Feb. 18 NORLT'S SLIDE SYOW - 8 p.m. a t  7 Rupert Avenue. 
Be  here::! 

Sat.Sun. & Xon. CHAIRMAN - another t r i p  t o  t h i s  t e r r i b l e  hole! 
Feb. 28 - Mar.02 Also o t h e r  caving as well  on t h i s  long weekenu. 

See S t u a r t  i f  you need more persuasion! 

Wed. Mar. 04 GENERAL 'LEETING - i p.m. a t  7 Rupert Avenue. 
Perhaps Trev. might show us some more o f  h i s  
b k e  movies! 

Jed. Mar. 25 A':NUAL GENERL W:ETING - .I p.m. a t  7 Hupert 
Avenue. -- ,Lake sure you cone alond. 

P 

Wed. Apr. 01  A?RIL FOOLS DAY! Also a General 3-eeting a t  
the  usual  venue and time. 

Is anyone going caving? A l l  meetings and no caving nakes T.C.C. 
a  d u l l  s c e l ~ e ,  g r  something l i k e  t h a t .  Wnat about UwarrowcieZf, 
, 'h i  Martin, Caularon, Niagara, t h e  h o l e ( s )  up on miu\or near  tne 
s l i p  and around The Gap? 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * c * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
EDITORIAL 

Welcone t o  1981, t h e  yea r  of exploration! Already a new cave has  
been found i n  t h e  P l o r e n t i n e ' w i t h  good prospects  f o r  more, both 
t h e r e  and c l o s e r  i n  around t h e  Junee area.  T h i s  might even be 
t h e  yea r  of the B I G  breakthrough! Keep i n  mind t h a t  t h e  Growling 
Swailet  stream flows unaerground f o r  aoout 10 km and re-emerges, 
havin,.: been joined by severa l  o t h e r  cave streams, at  the  Junee 
Resurgence j u s t  dwon from t h e  Homestead. 

Jill the  exp lo ra t ion  of t h i s  system ue l e f t  t o  cave d i v e r s  o r  i s  
t h e r e  a "ary t t  access  soirieplace? 1t 's a p i t y  Khazad-dum d i a n ' t  go, .I 

but  has anyone been i n  Niagara Pot s ince  1974? 

0 
Tnere a re  ally more caves wai t ing  t o  be founa and ex?lorea,  one 
of wnich jus t  might provide access  t 3  a r e a l l y  b i g  system. So 
l e t ' s  ge t  s tuck  i n t o  i t  and do some r e a l  caving t n i s  year .  1t 's  
a l l  good t r a i n i n g  f o r  t r e  1982 Niugini a s p i r a n t s ,  t o  say : ~ o t h i n &  
of be ing  good f o r  Tasmanian caving! 
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CLUB NEi'V? & OTTIER T R I V l A  

- Despite what you (nay nave read i n  t h e  e d l t o r l a l  of' t he  l a t e s t  
ASF Xewsletter ( X O .  go ) ,  I have not  been abducted by SCS! 

- ARC TV t h e  o t h e r  n igh t  had a news item g iv ing  some a e t a i l s  o r  a 
r ecen t  cave f i n d  i n  Borneo. Apparently, it has a chamber with a 
f l o o r  approximately s i x t e e n  times t h e  a rea  OS a soccer  p i t c h  - 
t h i s  i s  two and a h a l f  t imes t h e  s i z e  of the  previously known 
l a r g e s t  chamber ( i n  " k x i c o ,  l thlnk!).  Twenty-two speleos  were 
involved i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  expedi t ion.  

- .Following on from t h e  very successfu l  and lnf'orrnative WILi)EF&E;jS S 

::EDICINE WORKSHOP he ld  l a s t  Kovernber, the  Aus t ra l i an  Sport S ledi-  
c ine  Federat ion i s  conducting a f u r t h e r  workshop over t h e  weekend 
of Iarch 28 & 29. T : i i s  w i l l  be a repeat  progrmme, sub jec t  t o  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  of speakers ,  and I can certain1,y recommend i t  t o  
everyone. Fur the r  i n f  o. from S t u a r t  Ylcholas. BE THERE! 

-   rev or's SRT gear  s t i l l  ?ias not a r r ived  from the  homeland. I 
hope i t ' s  speed of a r r i v a l  b e a r s  no r e l a t i o n  t o  i t s  speed i n  use! 

- There a re  no FOR SALE ads. t h i s  month. 

- For the  f i t n e s s  f a n a t i c s ,  why not  see  Geoff F i she r  and jo in  t h e  
Trogging T r o t t e r s  Team i n  t h e  Run f o r  Fun t o  be he ld  i n  i,;ay? 

- A recent  combined SCSJTCC t r i p  t o  a hole  discovered by SCS 
roughly south of' Growling Swallet  was q u i t e  successfu l .  S t i l l  
going (only  j u s t ) ,  Serendip i ty  i s  approximately 2 0 0 m  aeep! 

--NORI.'IIS SLIDE SHOW-- 

For the  u n i n i t i a t e d ,  one only Norm P o u l t e r  ( t h e  Q u i e t  Rover, t h e  
Cream, ana o t h e r  pseudonyms!) is c u r r e n t l y  i n  Tassie .  For the  even 
l e s s  i n i t i a t e d ,  Norm was here  i n  1971 f o r  about 8 months and p a r t i c -  
ipa ted  i n  the  exp lo ra t ion  of Khazad-dum. 

Tle has  wlth him a magnificent s l i d e  show of a recent  t r i p  i n t o  
Cent ra l  A u s t r a l i a  toge the r  with p i c u t r e s  of o t h e r  a reas  of A u s t r a l i a  
( inc.  ~ a s s i e )  . The one and only showing w i l l  be  next  Wednesday, 
Feb. 18 a t  7 Rupert Avenue s t a r t i n g  around 8 p.m. Make sure  you 're  
t h e r e  and t e l l  a l l  your f r i e n d s  a s  well: 

KLNUAL GENERAL 'EETING - \VEDNESDAY, MARCH 25 - 8 P.M. 

Yes, f o l k s ,  i t ' s  almost t h a t  t ime of yea r  again. who's going t o  do 
what, where and when f o r  t h e  next 12 months of t h e  Club 's  ex is tence?  
Think about it. 
~ o n ' t  f o r g e t :  A.G.M. - Wednesuay, March 25 - 8 p.m. a t  7 Rupert 

Avenue. 

Have your say i n  the  running of T.C.C., perhaps even s tanu f o r  one 
of the o f f i c e  pos i t ions .  

E A S T E R  1 9 8 1  

Various bods have suggested an "Easter  Extravaganzaw a t  dole Creek 
t h i s  year .  Why not?  Sounds g r e a t  with a ~ e r b e r t ' s  Pot t r i p  
included f o r  the  same low c o s t ,  n=nely t h e  f u e l  t o  d r i v e  up there .  
3ee Trevor, Chris  o r  Diana f o r  more info.  
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'vVAVTED! Keen team t o  have a go a t  ~ e r b e r t ' s  Pot ,  goss lb ly  a t  
Eas te r  depending or:, i f  and when we can ge t  a guide (do we neea 
one?). Also i n  t h i s  a rea  (Xole creek)  a re  whispers o r  an old 
bushranger 's  cave hideout:!: Pr iv i leged information on t h i s  i s  
thought t o  be accurate .  A weekend carnp is  intended and i t  would 
be good i f  we could have a good turnout  o r  o l a  and new members 
ins t ead  of t h e  usual  f a c e s  - t h i s  means YOU. You, reading t h i s  
magazine and never be ing  i n  i t .  idake arrangements now t o  come a t  * 
Easter .  Lots OS easy caves and varying l eng th  busnwalks. The 
more t h e  x e r r i e r ,  Yic! Contact Trevor Wailes, 251801 and don ' t  

S waste another  hol iaay.  .................................................................... 
T R I P  REPORTS 

Hastings Area - Wolf Hole Saturday, 13 bec. 

Party:  S t u a r t  Nicholas & Nick Hume (TCC), Keith Harper, John 
Cherry, Stuey Sco t t  & P e t e r  van d e r  Woude ( p o l i c e  S&? 
d i v e r s ) ,  P h i l  Jackson h Ste fan  Eberhard (SCS) 

Following on from t h e  i n i t i a l  cave d ive  lrexperiment" a t  t h e  ;dole 
Creek S&R Workshop, a second exerc i se  was organised t o  dive Lake 
P lu to  i n  Yolf Hole. 

Despite t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  of a Kubla Khan (Kole c reek)  t r i p  which 
e f f e c t i v e l y  reduced the TCC sherpa t roop  t o  zero,  we pressed on 
rega rd less  w i t h  t h e  a i d  of P h i l  and Stefan from SCS. Carrying 
scuba gea r  a s  well  a s  caving gear  up t o  t h e  cave and lowering i t  
a l l  down t h e  ent rance  p i t c h  proved t o  be a f o m i d a b l e  task .  It  
was f o u r  hours from leav ing  the  veh ic les  u n t i l  we were s e t  t o  
dive! Maybe t h e  mosquitoes could be harnessed t o  f l y  i t  i n  on 
f u t u r e  t r i p s :  

The Pol ice  d i v e r s  operated i n  p a i r s  with a rope fed f rom shore,  
while Kick and myself used Nick's Mk.11 l i n e  r e e l  which worked 
reasonably well .  Absolute zero v i s i b i l i t y  was tne order  of the 
day a f t e r  t h e  f irst  s w i m  arouna. This made o r l e n t a t l o n  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  say the  l e a s t ,  although l ay lng  out and fol lowing the  l i n e  proved 
reasonably s t ra ight forward .  Proceedinq by f e e l  around t h e  w a l l  
was a l s o  d i l f i c u l t  because l a r g e  p ieces  of t h e  very r o t t e n  rock 
kept f a l l i n g  ot'r a t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  touch, s t i r r i n g  up the  Sine si l t  
even more. The deepest  poin t  i s  abcut 4 m  with no e x t e m i o n s  any- 
where, a s  expecteu. 

ATter 25-30 mins. of sp lashing  arouna we de-geared ourselQes a - d  
proceeaed t o  l abor ious ly  haul  bodies  and gear  out of t h e  cave. 
No dramas occurrea on t n e  entrance p i t c , l  altnough i n  f u t u r e ,  mucn 
more ca re  must be taken with t h e  knots  usea,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  haulin!: 
ta::ks. The consequences of a dropped f u l l  scuba tank a re  ca tas-  
t roph ic  and very dangerous t o  a l l  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  For tnose wno 
a o n ' t  know, tanks  a re  f i l l e d  t o  a pressure  between about 2200 p s ~  

I ana 3000 p s i  depending on type aria mate r i a l  of manufacture. A 
r c ~ a t i v e l y  minor knock can b r e s  off t h e  b r a s s  valve an6 tnen  y o u ' r e  
m ~ i g  t rouble!  

C ljefore the  next e x e m i s e ,  a more se r ious  atte:npt has t o  D C  .riade 
t o  manufacture a r e l i a b l e  l l n e  r ee l .  Following t h a t ,  mucn more 
p r a c t i c e  i s  requi red  i n  ~ t s  use ,  s ince  t h e  successfW lay lng  01 
t h e  l i n e  i s  paramount t o  everyone's sa fe ty .  

S t u a r t  Nicholas. 
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Kubla Khan (alinost a  movle) Dec. 13/14, 19d0. 

"Oldens never d i e t 1  but  t ~ e y  sure  cone c lose  t o  expiring! rialf 
w a y  t o  .ale Creek, t h e  infagous !IQ aeciued t o  overheat s o  our 
a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  Kubla can2 was delayed. I n  order  not t o  upset i t  
t s o  rnuch, we r e s t e d  i t  ou t s i ae  t h e  Lole Creek puo, wr~ i l e  Lerl arm 
I got our bear ings  and Boags. Three h m r s  l a t e r  ( a f t e r  leaving  
t n e  pub) and checking out every poss ib le  t r a c k  o f f  t h e  roaa 
looking f o r  water i n  dry  stream beds t h a t  gushed n o i s i l y ,  we 
parked and s e t  t o  t h e  t a s k  of r e s t i n g  200 yds. from the  e l u s i v e  
Briggs .Q Co. ca?:,p. Tne iciorning of the epic  t r i p  dawned and Len 
and I arove down t o  t h e  ;:arakoopa Cave turn-off t o  cook b reakfas t  
and play c r i c k e t  ( ? )  u n t i l  Cnr is  and l)i Uavies turned up t o  s:low 
u s  tne  way t o  t h e  campsite. 

I naa heard many th inqs  '3f iiuola Khan and rriust adn i t  t o  -,iy sus- 
p ic ions  of h a l f  t r u t h .  The caxps i t e  found, t h e  g r m p  gatherea,  
loaded w i t h  photographic gear ,  l a a a e r s ,  rope and nourishment. Wen 
Greg a r r i v e d ,  we s e t  o f f .  

F ight ing  our way tnrough hordes of revenous l eacnes ,  a:Ad low scru3,  
we a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  top  entrance t o  Kubla about 11 a.m. Rigging t h e  
i n i t i a l  entrance p i t c h  (10m) took some t i n e  - yawn: Once i n s i a e  ala 
down t h e  hand l i n e  onto t h e  top  of the second p i t c h  of 12 ;n  approx. 
which was d i r e c t l y  over arla down a massive flowstone, trlings slowea 
up even more a s  many photos were taken, i n  t r~ i s  h a l l  c a l l e d  
Forbidden City.  T h i s  i s ,  o r  was, impressive but  clue t o  the  n u -  
erous f l a s h e s  of l i g h t  i s  now q n i t e  green and l u s h  with algae 
s e v e r a l  f e e t  deep: Fron here we proceed through many h a l l s ,  up 
and down many climbs, snapping and f l a s h i n g  a l l  t h e  way ( i t ' s  a  
v e r i t a b l e  jungle i n  t h e r e  now with t h e  anount of l i g h t  expenaed). 

A f t e r  spending 10 y e a r s  looking a t  formations i n  var ious  k a r s t  
a r e a s  around t h e  world, I must admit t h a t  t h e  Hal l  of Kings is  
s u r r e a l i s t i c ,  b u t  very r e a l  and I must say t h i s  a r e a  of the  system 
i s  one of t h e  most spec tacu la r  I ' v e  eve r  seen. The s ta lagmite  
f o r a a t i o n s  following the  d r i p  f a u l t  above them, l e a d s  one tnrough 
t h e  h a l l  and v i r t u a l l y  po in t s  the  way on up i n t o  t n e  roof ana on 
t o  t h e  next h a l l  over which The Khan i t s e l f  pres ides .  

The Khan, an immense ( ?  metres)  s t a l agmi te ,  d e f i e s  photography 
by i t s  sneer  s i z e .  S i t t i n g  on the  lowest l e v e l  of the  Khan, 
dec i s ions  were made a s  t o  who wished t o  cont inue through the sys- 
tern and wno waqted t o  shoot hundreds more f e e t  of f i l m .  If a l l  
t h e  f i l m  exposed i n  t h i s  h a l f  of t h e  syste!n were e d i t e d  toge the r  
we'd have a  ha l f  hour movie ard p r i z e  winner a t  t h a t .  The dec i s ion  
was made - Chris ,  Len and myself would continue i n t o  the  unknown 
( f o r  u s ) ,  and the  r e s t  of B i l l ' s  p a r t y  woulu shoot everything t h a t  
grows f r a c t i o n s  of mi l l ime t res  over t h e  mi l len ia .  For me, t h i s  
i s  where the r e a l  caving s t a r t s  and the l a r g e  I1touris t I t  h a l l s  end. 

Forty metres up and behind the  Khan b.? t h e  cavern wall  i s  a  a rop  
aown i n t o  an o ld  stream passage with s t a t i c  pools  of varying aepth.  
The ac tua l  climb wnicn descends through t h r e e  l e v e l s  i s  a  good f r e e  
climb and t h e  whole cave changes shape frorn l a r g e  s o l u t i o n  h a l l s  C 

i n t o  spor t ing ,  abandoned anci a c t i v e  stream passage. T h i s  abandonea 
passage ends p o s i t i v e l y  i n  a  rack wall  and a  6m climb i n t o  t n e  roof 
where formations seem t o  b a r  t h e  only poss ib le  way on. This climb, 
again spor ty ,  w i t h  u s e f u l  s t a l  hand g r i p s ,  l e a d s  i n t o  a  snor t  
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crawl where water can be heard i n  t h e  u is tance  and af%er crawlin,: 
under, over  and through f o m a t i o n s ,  we emerge high on a f l o m t o n e  
ledge i n  a l a r g e  chamber with a very a c t i v e  stream soinewnere 
below. Taking a s  few r i s k s  a s  poss ib le ,  t h e  unaetermined l m g t n  
of the  p i t c ~  was single-roped and secured t l ~  u s e m 1  handy s t a l s ,  
a f t e r  C w i s  gave h i s  approval and abse i l ed  over the  g e n t l e  curve 
of t h e  descending flowstone. He kept  t o  t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  p i t c h  
as  he went down anu found an easy f r e e  climb s t a r t i n , .  about h a l f  
w a y  down t o  t h e  cavern f l o o r .  The rope was pul led  up and doubled 
so i t  could be pul led  t h r u  a f t e r  us. Len was next down, anti xqse l f  
l a s t ,  remembering j u s t  i n  time t o  b r i n g  Len's photography gea r  
wnich was a good idea  a s  I had the  rack rigged f o r  s u i c i a e  - MHGG! 

The handy ' s t a i .  was p e r f e c t l y  pos i t ioned f o r  the p u l l  tnrough and 
without much f u s s  we e a s i l y  climbed down t o  t h e  streamway. 
Following t he c o l a  water towards i t s  emergence upstrear;l over and 
t h r u  some uncomfortably deep pools,  i t  got t o  the  s t age  where, t o  
keep our necks dry,  we climbed up i n t o  t h e  r i f t  where Soi* h a i r y  
t ravers inq  became necessary.  This manoeuvre continued cp i t e  s.>me 
way a t  about 10m above t h e  stream on ledges  wnich var ied  i n  width 
on e i t h e r  s i d e  so  changing s i d e s  happened frequent ly.  A t  one o r  
two sec t ions ,  we had t o  clirnb down t o  the  stream. Tne clirnb up t o  
the  e x i t  B i l l  had spoken o f ,  f i n a l l y  presented i t s e l f  and was 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  m i s s ,  a l s o  t o  climb. A massive flowstorie i s  t h e  
problem and a f t e r  the  passage of many muady f e e t ,  the  8 r n  ascent  
i s  now a greasy s l i d e .  Keeping t o  the wal l  edge, we a i l  f i n a l l y  
managed t o  s c a l e  it with the  he lp  of a rope. 

Once U;! t . ~ i s  obs tac le ,  we a r e  back i n t o  a l a r g e  s o l u t i o n  h a l l  
with a deeply goured f l o o r .  A s h a f t  of l i g h t  from t h e  e x i t  comes 
i n  half  w a y  up tne  far  w a l l  which w e  head f o r  and f i n d  a 12m 
ladder  climb i n  dayl ight .  I t '  S an easy walk out of the f a u l t  am 
down t h e  h i l l  back t:, camp. A good t r i p ,  spor ty  and not too wet, 
not too  long and s t r a i g h t  forward. It  took u s  about 3 hours a f t e r  
l e a v i n , ~  the  main pa r ty  t o  ernerge triumphant. Backa?b tne  campsite 
a Boags was f i r s t ,  then  something t o  ea t .  The main pa r ty  jolnefi 
us  about 4 hours l a t e r  a s  we s a t  round a l a r g e  f i r e ,  

On the  way back t o  i-Iobart t h e  t r u s t y  fiQ got very 
hot and t h i r s t y .  Len and I had t o  melt t n e  I c e  
out of the  Esky f o r  the r a d i a t o r  wilicn only 
contained stearn. Anyone watn t o  buy a not HQ 
Panel van? 

2ND F'LTT NOAT The pa r ty  cons i s t ed  of B l l l  ' l 'umlin,  (esteeiried 
l eader ,  convenor and f e n e r a l  fac ta tum) ,  Len Sinith (English gent le -  
man?), Chr is  Davies (what more can I s a y ? ) ,  Greg Kerfoot (Mr Smooth), 
D1 ( ~ h r i s ' s  o t h e r  h a l f ) ,  Andrew (educat ion never d i a  me no gooa) 
Briggs, and l a s t  but by no means l e a s t ,  Trevor k'ailes ( t h e  author  
of t h i s  long ana involved saga) .  

Trevor Wailes. 
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Junee Ridge - "15 Seconcs Pot" - JF111 Saturaay, 20 Dec. 

Par ty :  S t u a r t  Nlcholas, Chris  Davies, Trevor 'Gailes, Len Smith & 
Nick Hume ( T C C ) ,  Russel Saunders & Guy (Qld. v i s i t o r s ) .  

Af te r  muc? p r o c r a s t i n a t i n g ,  buying of cups of coff'ee ana o the r  t ime 
wasting a c t i v i t i e s  centred around the  *:aydena s h o t ,   revo or' S b lue  
van a r r ived  a t  g r e a t  speed. When Chris  f i n a l l y  got h i s  long awaited 
egg and bacon r o l l  lrom the  shopt ,  we t run led  through the ga te  and 
up the  Junee Quarry Road. Our a r r i v a l  a t  t k e  cave produced anotner  
f l u r r y  of i n a c t i v i t y  while v a r i o ~ l s  bods attempted t o  organlse the  
o t h e r  bocis. 

The 2 5 0 m  wide ent rance  made e n t r y  somewhat d l f ' f l c u l t  but w i t h  the 
a i d  of l adders  and a  hamner, explora t ion  was pushed i n  a  s e r i e s  of 
one-mar, e x ~ ~ e d i t i o n s  t o  a  depth of about 80rn.  Tne cave i s  a  narrow, 
nea r  v e r t l c a l  r l f t  a l l  t n e  way t o  the bo t toa  wnich c o n s i s t s  of' t h e  
usual  Junee cave f i l l  and, I n  this case,  one only fo lu ing  shovel 
uropped aown a few yea r s  ago by John raricer. Yours t r u l y  was t a l k e a  
i n t o  going t o  the  bottom a f t e r  Russe l l  had reported a  cont inuat ion  
from h i s  s tance  a t  the  end of the ladder .  

Going down was no problem, but g e t t i n ;  out way sometning e l se :  Over 
an hour was spent climbing about Z s m  t o  t h e  end of the  l adder  wnich 
had been extended by Nick a f t e r  some verbal  persuasion fro:n the  
"bot toa ing  party".  The problems of e x t r a c t i n g  a  human being from 
t h e  small ,  s t e e p  and s l ippe ry  boitom s e c t i o n  were t o o  g rea t  t o  even 
cons iae r  br inginq  out the  shovel a s  well, so  bad luck  John, y o u ' l l  k 

have t o  ge t  it yourse l f !  

Our l a t e  (Vp1n)  a r r i v a l  a t  the ga te  ciiu not p lease  t h e  gate-keeper * 
which i s  unfortunate  anu we apologise f o r  our l a t e n e s s .  

R 

Adjournin t o  t h e  National Park pub, someone (probably c a l l e d  
llCascadeltT su i :~es ted  a  r e t u r n  t r i p  t h e  next aay t o  push Trapdoor 
;wallet. Read on t o  see what r e a l l y  happened: 

S t u a r t  Nicholas. 
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Blorent ine  Valley Gunuay, 21 dec. 

?a r ty :  3 t u a r t  Xicholas, Len S m i t h ,  Nick IIume anc Rlck ( a  mate 
of \?ickV S )  

A s  you can see ,  only tne  hard :nen were keer, enough t o  leave  Hobart 
a t  06.30. i l f t e r  g r ~ e t i n g  t h e  now f r i enu ly  gate-keeper w i t 1 1  tne 
news t h a t  we woulu d e f i n i t e l y  be out before  c los ing  tiine (o f  t h e  
ga te ,  t h a t  is!),  a dusty d r i v e  out t o  the  Nine Road was haa, dore 
p roc ras t ina t ing ,  s i t t i n g  i n  the  sun and o t h e r  u s e l e s s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  

Action a t  l a s t  - a f a s t  30 ~liin. walk saw us  a t  Growlin? gr wallet 

lookinq a t  the low stream. Trapd ,or  was abanaoned a m  G. 3. trogged 
ins tead  w i t n  t ne  hope t h a t  the  sump mlght be dry. 'Jit'n undainpened(?) 
enthusiasm, we zoomed doun t o  the  sump only t o  f i n d  i t  f u l l  altnough 
the  flow I n t o  i t  was very sinall. The s i ~ e  passage where most of 
the  stream flows was crawled i n t o  but  deemed t o  be too wet witriout 
wet-suits.  Some climbing was done i n  the  high rift up the  sand 
bank t o  t h e  l e f t  of the r i n a l  stream passage where a very s t rong  
d r a f t  was encountered. Has anyone peen along t h e  narrow s e c t i o n  

% t r a i g h t  ahead" o r  down the est imated lum pl tcnv Phi1 Roblnson 
aria company climbed the r ift  many rn3ons ago as  d i ~  tne  USA guys 
about a yea r  ago, but has t h e  passage been r e a l l y  pusned? 

:?ore s o l a r  energy absorpt ion took place upon our r e t u r n  t o  t h e  sur- 
face  and mucn t o  tne  s u r p r i s e  of the gate-keeper,  we were bacK by 
about 14.30 s ince  Rick had t o  De a t  t h e  -:to Field National Park 
by 15.30. A g r e a t  Gay was rounued o f f  with a milksnake a t  t n e  
Xaydena shop ana a quick a r i v e  home. 

3 t u a r t  >!icnolas. 

rsloz*entine Valley - Growling Swallet url-U&-a1 

Party:  C h r i s  ~ l a v i e s ,  Trevor ' ,7ailes, S t u a r t  Kicholas ( T c C )  , i l u ~ h  
Stevenson, Uale '.adden, John ( ? ) ( c h r i s 1 s  cousin)  aria P e t e r  
:Iutchinson (p rospec t ive  (B v i s i t o r ) .  

d i t h  the  in t roduc t ion  of r e s t r i c t e d  ga te  opening hours (ddu0-1dW) 
and some ve rba l  pursuasion bd- yours t r u l y .  we maae i t  t h r v  tne  ga te  
a t  arouna 0815, a e s p i t e  ' i 'revor's wai l ing ( ! ) .  Very ury condi t ions 
made the ur ive out t o  the  Kine Road i n t o  a guessing gane because of 
t h i c k  dus t  but we a r r iveu  a t  the  appointed p lace  withoxt too  mucn 
arana.  Thanks t o  Geoff  ish her's e f f o r t s  a fewweks ago, most of 
the  t r ack  i s  now c lea red  of small  logs&nd the big ones have l a r g e  
s t e p s  c u t  i n  them. This made f o r  a speedy walk in .  

The s t r e a n  flowing i n  Growling was so low t h a t ,  witn a l i t t l e  care ,  
one coula reach the  "SU~IP '~  with arjr fee t !  In  ,)laces, t . e  s t rea i l  
was nowhere t o  be seen. The glow-worm populat ion agpears t o  have 
shrunk a lso .  

All but C h r i s  ( p i k e r  ~ a v i e s ! )  crawled trlrough t h e  ury f i r s t  sum2 
and then trlrough the  ary second. sunp t o  the  t n i r d  wnich was ueciuely 
wet. k j t  t h i s  po in t ,  t he  cave narrows consiaerably anu the g o s s i ~ i l i t y  
of extension i n  t h i s  a rea  i s  v i r t u a l l y  n i l .  Fiowever, i f  one was 
wined w i t h  a bob-cat excavator and a t ruck ,  the  sand could oe re,!,ovecl 
froiri t ne  l e f t  brancc1 of t h e  sump passage anu a poss ib le  extension 
found. A couple of deep s w i r l  ho les  i n  t h i s  passage hda exterlsions 
cont inuing beneath them but  l a c x  )f s i z e  and loose  sand prevented 
any r e a l  pushing. I t  seems t h a t  t h e  cave poss ib ly  cont inues i n  a 
genera l  SE d i r e c t i o n  but  a t  a lower l e v e l  w i t h  access blocxea by tne 
sand beyond t h e  f i rs t  sump. P i t y  about t h a t !  
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,;one pokin* around i n  t n e  rift up t o  tfie l e f t  f rofn the  rnua passage 
was f'ollowcd b y  ati urleventful e x i t  a f t e r  t n r e e  p leasant  hours 
unc~erground. 

Yavin,~; oeen convinced long ago t n a t  a l l  Yk. 1 Cort ina  c r i v e r s  a re  
rnad, my belief was not  t o  be d i s p e l l e d  on t h e  cirive out.  iiugh d i a  
a magnificent r e n d i t i o n  o f  a r a l l y  t r i c k  known a s  a Finnish Fl ick .  
Unfortunately,  the c a r  ended U:) f ac ing  back t h e  way i t  had j u s t  
come and p a r t l y  elnbedded i n  t'?e scrub! Anu a l l  t o  no a v a i l ,  we 
were not  lookin.; f o r  a~ un-magped roaci s t a r t i n g  a t  the junct ion 
of' t h e  F9 and the  s h o r t  cu t  t o  'vVestfiela Rosd. The r e s t  of t n e  
s e c t i o n  out t o  the  ga te  was completed on time and without f u r t n e r  
drama! 

S t u a r t  Nicholas. 




