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NEWSLETTER OF THE TASMANIahr CAVERNEERING CLUB 
- 

Annual s u b s c r i p t i o n  $5.00 S i n g l e  c o p i e s  20 cents 
............................................................................... 
P r e s i d e n t :  G e o f f  Fisher, 115 Brooker Avenue,  G l e b e ,  7000. 

Ph: 20  8013 ( W )  
6. 

S e o r e t a t y r  C h r i s  Davies, 2 Elanore  P l a c e ,  West Moonah, 7009. 
Ph: 12  4104 (H) 

T r e a s u r e r :  
-. 

Bruce McIntosli, 243 Davey S t r e e t ,  S o u t h  Hobart ,  7000. 
Ph: 34 2833 (W) 

&l1 tor : S t u a r t  Nicholas, 7 Ruper t  Avenue,  New Town, 7008. 
Ph: 283054 (H)  

................................................................................ .- 
FORWARD PROGRAMME 

\ 

S a t .  07 March M I N I  MARTIN: Descent  and /or  a s c e n t  o f  this g r e a t  po t -  
hole. C h r i s  Davies  i s  the man. 

S a t .  1 4  March TASSIE POT: A t r i p  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  the Eberhards 
o f  SCS t o  push the new extension. 

Wed. 18  March COMMITTEE MEET: 8pm a t  7 Ruper t  Avenue 

Wed. 25 March ANNUF GENERAL MEETING: 8pm a t  7 Ruper t  Avenue. 
Make s u r e  you 're  there! Subs .  are due  a t  this m e e t i n g  
too. 

Weekend 28-29 March WILDERNESS MEDICINE WORKSHOP a t  Waddamana 

Wed. l A p r i l  ATEA ' 7 8  VIDEO TAPE SHOWING: The 1978 New Guinea 
E x p e d i t i o n  v i d e o  t a p e  showing a t  the U n i v e r s i t y  Geo- 
graphy Department,  8 p.m. S e e  i n s i d e  f o r  more i n f o .  
BE THERE (WITH MONEY)! 

E a s t e r ,  17  t o  20  or MOLE CREEK inc. Herbertls Pot .  S e e  T r e v o r  Wailes  
21 A p r i l  Ph: 25 1801 (H).  

wed. 1 5  A p r i l  COMMImEE MEETING: 8 pm a t  ' 7 Ruper t  Avenue 

Wed. 06 May GENERAL MEETING: 8pm a t  7 Ruper t  Avenue 

Sun. 17 may' CITY-TO-CASINO RUN FOR FUN. L i f e -Be  i n  I t  and a l l  
t h a t  j a z z .  Why not d o  a b i t  o f  t r a i n i n g  and enter 
a s  a 4  team? G e o f f  F i s h e r  seems keen t o  g e t  a team 
t o g e t h e r  so why not see h i m  about i t ?  

............................................................................... 
EDITORIAL 

Who s a i d  *o ld  caves never d i e ,  t h e y  j u s t  g e t  b i g g e r m ?  They were r i g h t  ! A f ew  
weeks ago a group o f  SUSS cavers made a v e r y  major  break through  i n  T a s s i e  P o t ,  
g i v i n g  an e s t i m a t e d  1,000m o f  p r e v i o u s l y  unknown, wa lk ing  t y p e  cave, format ions  
and a l l .  They s h i f t e d  a few rocks a t  the mend" o f  the Morocl Passage,  pushed a 
s q u e e z e  and b u r s t  o u t  in to  v i r g i n  cave w i t h  l e a d s  going o f  everywhere!  

Why d o  visitors seem t o  make more break throughs  than local t r o g s ?  Maybe we 
should  go away and come back a g a i n  or g e t  o u t  o f  the other end o f  our s l e e p i n g  
bags .  A few more d i s c o v e r i e s  l ike  this are needed t o  re-vitalize the local 
c a v i n g  scene (and my e d i t o r i a l s ! ) ,  so l e t ' s  go t o  it and f i n d  something b i g .  

Apology: L a s t  month's S p i e l  was somewhat l a t e ,  l i k e  about  3 weeks ,  owing t o  
v a r i o u s  p r o d u c t i o n  hitches. S o r r y  abou t  t h a t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  Norm P o u l t e r l s  
s l i d e  show was a d v e r t i s e d  i n  it and a few members p o s s i b l y  missed  the show 
because  o f  the lateness. P o p e f u l l y ,  it won't happen a g a i n  - I know I've s a i d  
t h a t  b e f o r e ,  but  one c a n  b u t  hope.  
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Date: Wednesday, 25 March, 8 p.m. Place: 7 Rupert Avenue, New Town. 

BE THERE! 

SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE DUE AT THE A.G.M.: 
$10 F u l l  member 
$ 5 Junior Member (under 2 8 )  
$ 5 Associate member 
$ 5 Speleo Spiel Sub. 
$1 5 F a m i l y  membership 
$ 3 Prospectf ve member 

Why not come to  the A.G.M. and pay your subs. i n  cash thereby avoiding postal 
costs, cheque costs and the inconvenience of  having to  wa lk  to  the m a i l  box? 
Also, don't forget that elections w i l l  occur, for which purpose names of  people 
are needed as i t s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  hold elections without candidates. 

*R******************** 

BOOKS AND SIMILAR LITERARY 'OBJECTS 

O f  interest t o  a number o f  bods i n  TCC i s  the report o f  the 1978 Australasian 
Speleological Expedition to  Papua New Guinea. The book, published last  month, 

ncludes a description and large-size survey of  Atea Kananda, the longest known 
-cave i n  the Southern Hemisphere a t  30.5 km,  and much more. "Caves and Karst of 
the Muller Rangen has a colour cover, 150 pages, many photographs and i s  priced 
a t  $15. See Stuart Nicholas i f  you would l i ke  a copy and a bulk order can be 
sent t o  Ross Ell is  i n  Sydney. 

Also of  interest i s  the booklet by Mike Boon - nThe Great San Agustin Rescuen. 
Mike's impressions and feelings during the protracted rescue o f  a caver with a 
broken back are vividly portrayed i n  t h i s  small and almost frightening book. 

Yet another recent publication, "Australian Caves and Cavingn i s  a book of  
photographs, many colour. This can be obtained for the bargain price of $8 
either via Stuart or directly from Ross E l l i s ,  11 Arkana Street,  Telopea, 
N.S.W. 2117. 

CLUB NEWS AND OTHER ODDMENTS 

- I f  th i s  Speleo Spiel appears a l i t t l e  smaller than usual, there i s  a reason 
for t h i s ,  nobody i s  writing anything for it! my not be brave and l e t  your 

budding literary talent burst into print. Someone may even read the article 
i f  i t s  suf f ic ient ly  inspired - alternatively, they may not ,  but a t  least there 
>l1 be more smooth white paper available for miscellaneous household use. 

.- 

- Nick Hume has been seen, and heard, a f t er  h is  return from doing battle with 
long white clouds, avalanches, N Z  beer and m i l l  baked bread. 

- A couple of  weeks ago, Keith Harper of  the Police S&R Squad d i d  a dive into 
Junee Resurgence. This, to  my  knowledge, i s  the f i r s t  dive there since the 
South Australians about three years ago. The very low flow made for fairly good 
v i s ib i l i t y  during the 20 min. foray into the black world of  a water-filled 
cave. Keith reached a depth o f  about 10m but d i d  not reach the passage trending 
upwards from a depth of about 15m reported by the SA divers. Further dives are 
planned i n  the near future. 

- Due to  the withdrawal of  a few candidates from the Bush and Mountain Walking 
Leadership Training Board's Course 2 there are now a limited number of vacancies. 
Course 2 commences with a residential weekened a t  Waddamana over Easter and 
further information i s  available from the Division o f  Recreation, Kirksway House. 

- Owing t o  the age and general condition o f  some of  our SRT rope, a proposal 
has been p u t  forward that a 200m Bluewater 2 rope be purchased. Obviously the 
club cannot find such a purchase (cost aprprox. $350) and it seems desirable 
that those who use the rope should pay for it which was the situation with the 
in i t ia l  acquisition of SRT rope i n  the early 70's. Would anyone willing to  
contribute to the purchase please l e t  Stuart Nicholas know so that an equitable 
sharing arrangement can be worked out. Remember, the more contributors there are, 
the cheaper it i s  for each. 
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- I t  was with great pleasure that we accepted an o f f e r  by Norm Poulter a few 
weeks ago for him to  show some of  h i s  magnificent slides. Quite a large crowd 
was present and everyone enjoyed the show. Thanks Norm and a l l  the best for 
the future. 

- Realising that T.C.C. membership needs a boost, ex hard-caver and K.D. expon- 
ent ,  Peter Shaw has done something about i t .  During the middle of  last  month, 
Pete and Yvonne became the proud parents of  a baby g i r l ,  Katherine Nicole. 
Conqratulationsl 

- For those who attended the Mole Creek CAVSAREX 80 ,  the report i s  now avail- 
able for perusal a t  Rupert Avenue and, i f  so desired, I am sure copies can be 
made. 

- I f  any of  our members has some money to  spare, why not either give it t o  me 
for safe keeping or quickly contact Traditional Explorations i n  Sydney. They 
are running tr ips  to  the Eighth International Congress of  Speleology i n  the 
U.S.A. and i f  you're very fas t ,  they may be able t o  squeeze you i n  on one of  
the three tr ips.  

- Down Sandy Bay? Feeling hungry? my not drop i n  and see a couple o f  friends 
of  the editor's i n  the form of  David and Colleen Howell. They have bought the 
grocery store cum milk bar on the corner of  Lipscombe Avenue and Sandy Bay  Road 
and take possession about the middle of th i s  month. Dave i s  a former winner 
of  the Tasmanian B-grade R a l l y  Championship so you can be assured of  fast and 
e f f i c i en t  service! 

- MISSING! one Premier carbide. Please return t o  Chris i s  you have it. 

CAVING SAFETY 

(The following article on cave safety originally appeared i n  SPAR 4 6 ,  J u l y  1975 
and more recently i n  SUSS B u l l .  20(10) from which th i s  was extracted. I t  has 
been slightly modified for local situations.) 

Every caver i s  surely aware that no aspect o f  caving deserves more attention 
than that of underground safety. This i s  true for a number of  reasons, e.g. 
i f  caving accidents are allowed to  mount, caving as a sport w i l l  decline i n  
public favour, caving societies w i l l  dissolve, and then what would a l l  we 
weirdos do for congenial company? Furthermore, careless caving i s  bad for the 
caves themselves - blood spilled i n  caves i s  unsightly and makes them slippery 
for cavers t~ negotiate. Finally, and perhaps most worthy o f  note, certain 
caves are so constructed as to  make recovery o f  accident victims virtually 
impossible. I f  suf f ic ient  safety precautions are not taken, such caves w i l l  
become packed solid with bodies and w i l l  thus be rendered impassible for 
explorers. I f  i s  therefore i n  the caver's own interests to  pay heed to  the 
dictums expounded i n  th i s  article. 

w i l l  consider a few personal rules o f  personal safety3 

Never go into a flooded cave. You w i l l  be unable to  keep your carbide 
lamp burning under water and w i l l  surely become lost  

Never enter a cave during an earthquake. Blocks o f  stone may f a l l  from 
the roof and i n  so doing may tear your clothing. This may cause you to  
catch cold when you leave the cave. 

Always use a rope when you abseil. This point cannot be stressed too 
strong1 y. 

S t a y  away from caves that are known t o  be inhabited by cave bears, dragons, 
sabre-toothed t igers,  pterodactyls and bunyips. Some scientists feel 
these animals may be dangerous. 

Showing o f f  i n  a cave i s  frowned upon. No matter how skilled you may  be, 
walking on your hands on the Tyrolean Traverse i n  Cauldron Pot i s  extremely - 
unsafe. The rock here i s  rough and you may scrape your palms most painfully. 
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4- 6 .  Be choosy about your caving companions. I f  you have just stolen your mate's 
girlfriend, or i f  your flatmate has taken to  d~opping pellets i n  your 
coffee and standing beside your bed a t  night with a meat cleaver i n  h i s  hand, 
it i s  best not to  take these persons i n  a cave with you. Though they may 
appear physically weak and puny, they could be possessed o f  diabolical clever- . ness. P l a y  safe! 

7. Do not go caving i f  you are suffering from gangrene, a broken neck, bullet 
wounds, hydrophobia, smallpox, fractured ribs or food poisoning. Many situa- 
tions arise underground that demand alertness and top physical form. 

8.  Under no circumstances should you ever try  to  drive through a cave i n  a car. 
I f  you run out o f  petrol there i s  no place t o  buy more. 

h For information o f  Club Members: 

Philip Voss i s  now running the Mobil Service Station i n  Maydena. I f  you find you 
need fuel or mechanical repairs a f ter  a hard d a y  i n  "The Valleyn see Vossie. (He 
l ives  i n  the house just behind the service station i f  you need help ouP of  hours). 

B i l l  Nicholson i s  managing 'Camp Scene1, a new outdoor shop i n  Eastlands. I f  you 
"re having trouble getting gear o f  any sort ,  B i l l  swears that ,  i f  humanly possible, 

Lrie can get i t ,  quick! 

*\ 1978 NEW GUINEA EXPEDITION VIDEO TAPE 

With a l l  the current t a l k  about New Guinea expeditions, why not see what i t + s  really 
l ike  from the comfort of  a University chair? The ' 7 8  Expedition video tape wliich 
we have had i n  our possession for some time i s  to  be shown a t  the University Geo- 
graphy Dept. on the night o f  Wednesday, 1 April. Despite it being April Fool's D a y ,  
rest assured, th i s  i s  for real! 

The a i m  o f  the showing, aside from generating interest i n  the ' 8 2  Expedition, i s  to  
raise FUNDS t o  enable it to  go ahead. Cavers are notoriously poor, however, I dcn't 
think anyone w i l l  begrudge a few dollars to  help th is  major expedition, so bring 
your wallets, handbags, etc. with money inside! 

i In br ie f :  WHAT: ' 7 8  New Guinea Expedition Video Tape 

WHERE: Uni versi t 9 Geography Gepartment 

WHEN: Wednesday, 1 April, 8 p.m. 

WHO : Everyone welcome, members or not. 

COST : Quote: "A small fee!" 

TRIP REPORTS 

- Fiorentine Valley: Trapdoor Swallet ( J F 3 8 )  & Gormenghast ( J F 3 5 )  Sun. 14 Feb. 

Party: Stuart Nicholas, Chris Davies, Trevor Wailes, Andrew Briggs, Fhil Steane 
and Cerry (Phi1 ' S  mate), Angelo (Trevorls mate) 

An early start for th i s  t r ip  promlsed a successful cave exploration and Trapdoor 
Swallet was a cave which had good pgtential. Last year Trapdoor was f i r s t  entered 
af ter  removing the rocks which had previously barred the entrance and prevented 
any exploration for several years. 

Arriving a t  the cave entrance about 10 o'clock, Wow!, Stuart discovered he had 
l e f t  two lllead-acidsu a t  home. He h7as persuaded t o  use a carbide and Trevor used 

, a Dolphin. We l e f t  a l l  the tackle on the surface and descended thru a number of  
waterfalls to  reach a small "chamberw about 40m down, thechamber being due t o  a 
house-size boulder forming the roof. The cave consists o f  a boulder pile with 
the creek funnelling down the larger holes. A t  the level o f  the 'chamber1, 
the stream disappears between smaller rocks where gravel makes continuation 
d i f f i c u l t .  Several holes i n  the floor of  th i s  'chamber' were descended but 
with similar results.  In general, the whole cave i s  held together by a prayer 
and rotten rock which became quite a menace, so we returned t o  the surface just 
i n  time for lunch. . 



S p e l e o  S p i e l  N o .  1 6 5  
M a r c h ,  1 9 8 1 .  P a g e  5. 

S t u a r t  w a s  c o z r c e d  i n t o  s h o w i n g  u s  G o r m e n g h a s t .  T h i s  c a v e  i s  a l s o  a  s t r e a m  sink 
b u t  the c a v e  i s  s u p e r b  and a  s w i f t  d e s c e n t  w a s  made t o  w h e r e  the f i n a l  c r a w l  
t a k e s  one t o  the l a s t  c h a m b e r  w h i c h  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  " d e c o r a t e d 1 ' .  We w e r e  a l l  b a c k  
on the s u r f a c e  b y  4pm t o  c o n c l u d e  a  v e r y  good t r i p .  

A n d r e w  B r i  g g s  . 
( E d ' s ,  note: T r a p d o o r  h a s  a  p o s s i b l e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  v i a  a  w e t  f l a t - o u t  c r a w l  u n d e r  
some  blocks, h o w e v e r ,  th is  c o u l d  be a b i t  d i c e y .  T h e  m a i n  "chamber"  h a s  a  f l o o r  
o f  loose scree w h i c h ,  w i t h  c a v e ,  c o u l d  be d u g  o u t  and  a c c e s s  p o s s i b l y  g a i n e d  
t o  the c a v e  p r o p e r .  ) 

S t a r d a t e :  S a t u r d a y  28.2.81 
JF99  llChai,rman" 

,' 

C a p t a i n  & c r e w :  S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s ,  G e o f f  F i s h e r ,  R o l a n  & S t e p h a n  ~ b e r h a r d  ( S C S ) ,  
S h e r p a s  : T r e v o r  W a i l e s ,  B r u c e  T r a n t e r ,  M a l c o l m  R i t c h i e .  

S h i p ' s  l o g :  T h e  a i m  o f  o u r  t r i p  w a s  to  p u s h  d o w n s t r e a m  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  the 
" C h a i r m a n n  b e y o n d  the p r e s e n t  i i m i t  and t o  g e n e r a l l y  seek n e w  f r o n t i e r s  and 
b o l d l y  y o  w h e r e  no man h a d  g o n e  before. D e s p i t e  o u r  m e t i c u l o u s l y  p l a n n e d  e a r l y  
s t a r t ,  we d i d  not a r r i v e  a t  the i m p r e s s i v e  c a v e  e n t r a n c e  u n t i i  11.00am. H o w e v e r ,  
t h i n g s  d i d  i m p r o v e  and  b y  12.30 we w e r e  a l l  i n  the m a i n  c h a m b e r  and r e a d y  t o  s t a r t L  
e x p l o r a t i o n .  T h e  s t r e a m  h a d  a l l  b u t  d i s a p p e a r e d  d u e  t o  the e x c e p t i o n a l l y  d r y  
summer and the o n l y  w a t e r  i n  the c a v e  w a s  i n  the o d d  p o o l  here and there.. A f t e r  
a b o u t  t w o  h o u r s ,  we made  it to  the e n d  o f  the s u r v e r y e d  section a n d  e n t e r e d  in to  
t e r r a  i n c o g n i t a .  

T h e  o p e n ,  e a s y  s t r e a m w a y  w a s  n o w w e l l b e h i n d  u s  and o u r  p r o g r e s s  w a s  either a l o n g  
the d r y  s t r e a m b e d  - c r a w l i n g ,  or t h r o u g h  the m a s s i v e  r o c k f a l l  a b o v e  it - c l a m b e r i n g .  
A f t e r  a n  h o u r  or so we h a d  g o n e  a r e a s o n a b l e  d i s t a n c e  a l o n g  the s t r e a m w a y  g i v e n  
these d i f f i c u l t  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e  l i f e  o f  o u r  b a t t e r i e s  o n l y  a l l o w e d  a n o t h e r  h a l f  
a n  h o u r  on the o u t w a r d  t r i p  a n d  this f a c t o r  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  the l a c k  o f  r e w a r d ,  
d e c i d e d  u s  on t u r n i n g  b a c k .  A c o m p a s s  b e a r i n g  t a k e n  a t  th is  s t a g e  i n d i c a t e d  the 
s t r e a m w a y  w a s  v e e r i n g  away f r o m  i t s  p r e v i o u s l y  s u r v e y e d  S E  l ine  and w a s  h e a d i n g  
i n  the gcnera.2  d i r e c t i o n  o f  the J u n e e  r e s u r g e n c e .  

O u r  r e t u r n  t o  the s u r f a c e  w a s  r e a s o n a b i y  q u i c k  b u t  not w i t h o u t  i n c i d e n t .  S t e p h a n l s  
" C l o g "  a s c e n d e r s  f a i l e d  t o  g r i p  p r o p e r l y  on the w e t  r o p e  i n  the 40m p i t c h  and it 
w a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  l o w e r  R o 1 a n . t ~  r i g  f o r  h i m  t o  u s e  o p  the 84m t o p  p i t c h .  T h i s  
r e c t i f i e d  the p r o b l e m  a n d  b y  1,00 am,  we h a d  a l l  r e t u r n e d  to  the s u r f a c e  and  w e r e  
r e a d y  f o r  the w a l k  o u t  t o  the c a r s .  

A l t h o u g h  we d i d  e x t e n d  the k n o w n  l e n g t h  o f  the ItChairman1',  we  d i d n ' t  make  a n y  'L- 
s i g n i f i c a n t  f i n d s  and  a r e  not i n  a h u r r y  t o  go b a c k  a g a i n .  

G e o f  f  Fisher . 
( E d l s .  note: On b e h a l f  o f  G e o f f ,  S t e p h a n  and R o l a n ,  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s i n c e r e l y  .. 

t h a n k  T r e v ,  M a l c o l m  and B r u c e  f o r  their h e l p .  C r a w l i n g  over the t o p  o f  the 
e n t r a n c e  p i t c h  a l l  hot and  s w e a t y  t o  f i n d  y o u  three g u y s  there w i t h  a  f i r e  g o i n g  
and some c o l d  I'tinnies", w a s  a  m o s t  w e l c o m e  s i g h t ,  t o  s a y  the l e a s t ! )  

F l o r e n t i n e  R i v e r :  C a v e  h u n t i n g  c a n o e  t r i p  S a t u r d a y  28.2.81 

P a r t y :  L a u r i e  Moody,  D i a n a  O a v i e s  

L a u r i e  h a d  l o o k e d  a t  s m a l l  sections o f  the F l o r e n t i n e  R i v e r  b e f o r e  i n c l u d i n g  
the a r e a  w h e r e  J F 5 5  c a n  be f o u n d  ( i e .  D e v i a t i o n  C a v e ) .  H a v i n g  f a i l e d  t o  p e r s u a d e  
h i m  t o  look a t  the s t e e p  section b e l o w  the P a g o d a ,  we h e a d e d  o f f  t o  the - E l e v e n  Road b r i d g e ,  then the T i g e r  Road B r i d g e  a n d ,  a f t e r  b e i n g  turne 'd  b a c k  b y  a 
downed tree on a r o a d  b e l o w  the Settlement, we d e c i d e d  t h a t  the river w a s  
u n i f o r m l y  l o g  c h o a k e d  and  h e a d e d  t o  the Pagoda.  

W e  p u t  i n  a t  the Pagoda  a n d  h e a d e d  u p s t r e a m  w h i c h  w a s  no p r o b l e m  a s  the F l o r e n t i n e  
w a s  l o w  and h a r d l y  m o v i n g .  L o g  h o p p i n g  b e c a m e  the o r d e r  o f  the d a y  a f t e r  a b o u t  
1 OOm. 
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A t  aboui l k m  above the Pagoda by r i ver ,  we sighted limestone for the f i r s t  time 
and just around a bend a small cave (Western Bank) t h a t  would please a wombat. 
We continued upstream for approxinmtely 5km unt i l  we were turned back by an 
enormous number o f  logs and tops i n  the river near a recently cleared area. No 
further caves....so back t o  Maxrs t o  find out more about the bottom section and 
have cof fee .  

D i  Davies. 

Ida Bay: Mini Martin (IB8):- OR "Chris, do I untie t h i s  knot 'cos it wcn't go 
thru t h i s  bloody rack?" S a t u r d a y  & Sunday, 7 & 8.3.81 

A saga o f  low courage, apathy, apprehension and derision! A ta le  o f  woe and 
blindness ! 

B u t  it started early! 7am saw two cars,  occupants, and gear heading for Ida Bay 
Karst. Chris Davies had talked 4 other keen TCC members and myself in to  something 
called Mini Martin which I thought cunningly was a small mini cave with i t s  roots 
reaching in to  Exit Cave. Having seen the las t  pitch, supposedly an 80f t  aven on 
a previous t r i p  in to  Exit I  thought it would be a nice easy abseil t r i p  through. 
D i  had already decided t o  prusik out ,  so a through t r i p  was on. 

U.30am a t  the car park, a t  the s tart  o f  the Exit track a f t e r  an uneventful drive 
-irom Hobart, saw the tackle distributed and packs loaded. A brisk one hour walk 
through medium dense forest and cutting grass i n  bright sunlight, brought us t o  
the entrance o f  Exit Cave where we organised ourselves in to  the two groups. 
Malcolm and D i  would enter Exit a t  their  le i sure ,  there was no rush for them as 
we, the other group, (Pete,  Chris, Andy and mysel f )  had another hour's walk up 
onto the plateau t o  find the Mini Martin entrance. The f i r s t  hal f  hour o f  t h i s  
track j u s t i f i e s  the idea that MM i s  de f in i te ly  above Exit as it seems t o  climb 
about 70° for about 7 0 0 f t .  The track i s  very well marked (thanks t o  NUCC & SCS) 
and because o f  the pro l i f i c  tree growth,there i s  usually a sapling handy t o  help 
p u l l  oneself up  with. A short r e s t ,  once on the plateau next t o  two shallow sinks 
and a look round ( I  was expecting a good view but the bush was so thick you only 
know you're over the climb because you've ceased going u p ) .  

The Karst features on t h i s  " f l a t  b i t r r  are unmistakeable and the whole area would 
produce many more promising sink holes were the bush easier t o  penetrate. 
Andrew, leading a t  a good pace, contir~ued the search for M.M. Here on the f l a t  
b i t ,  the track becomes more d i f f i c u l t  with fallen trees and, i n  parts, horizontal 
scrub. The track i s  harder t o  follow but a t  length, a f t e r  a gentle inc l ine ,  we 
reach the tree with 4 or 3 ( ? )  bands o f  blue tape - MM i s  60 f t  away up a steep 

-- i-ade marked by a very large stringy bark tree with the number 8 stamped on a 
metal plate,  ( I  wonder i f  a l l  the trees are numbered?!) 

Well, we were here. What had I l e t  myself i n  for?! The entrance shaf t  i s  a clean 
3 5 5 f t  free hanger which swallowed our depth gauge rocks with a long silence then 
a distant rumble, Gulp! "Erm, maybe we havnlt  enough roper1; I ' ve  forgotten my  
rackn, and "Sorry, I  can ' t ,  I 've  no clean underwearr' - apprehension was set t ing in .  
There was a very slow flurry o f  ac t iv i ty  as wire headers were snapped together 
and secured round the eighth t ree ,  rope unvoiled and TIEG (Argh!) together and 
gently lowered in to  the abyss. Chris and Andrew d i d  most o f  the work as I  had 
my eyes closed. We a l l  geared up ( S R T )  (Thanks S T U )  and, as Chris rigged and was 
i n  charged, he descended f i r s t ,  the rest  o f  us crossed t o  the other side o f  the 
entrance shaf t  t o  watch as Chris transferred from the " ta i l r r  onto the main rope. 
Watching had mixed vir tues,  ( a )  I  wanted t o  know how it was done!!!,  ( b )  I  wanted 
to  know the secret swear words t o  accompany the ten minute transfer ,  ( c )  for most 
o f  the time I had my eyes closed. Sort o f  soonish, he was sort o f  gone (!) so we 
returned t o  the safety  o f  the platform above the rigged side, next t o  the tree 
that came eighth. 

The shaf t  i s  about l o f t  wide by 25f t  long - an insignificant opening i n  solid rock 
without the collapsed doline features o f  the Florentine and also without an inflow 
stream, a b i t  o f  a geological mystery as it i s  formed from water action and not 
by r i f t  faulting. Pete broke in to  my dark thoughts with "That's the whistle 
Trev, you're next!".  I responded w i t h  IrY 'know, you can see the sea from up hererr; 
wel l ,  you could. I t  was one o f  those rare moments I  had my eyes open! 
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I snailed forward slowly and racked on and racked o f f  down the t a i l  t o  the s tart  
o f  the transfer - onto the main descent rope. This i s  where I remembered I 
hadn't really done t h i s  before m d  t o  hoots o f  derision 330ft from the bottcm, 
I s tuf fed about unt i l  I f inal ly  had the jumars slack and the rack taught on the 
descent rope. Jumars removed and forcing the rope thru the rack, I crept 
downwards with my  eyes closed. The weight o f  rope was prohibitive t o  movement. 
"Too many barsw, I thought on my ninth zest .  S t i l l ,  the yellow crash hat with the 
eyes on the top was starting t o  look a b i t  nearer, but so was the KNOT -Argh! 
As I said a beautiful clean shaf t  with a s l ight  r i f t  heading o f f  with a - 
possible access - a l l  t h i s  I had time t o  look a t  and contemplate duri~ig my many 
r e s t s ,  especially the long one a t  the knot - Argh! "W~at do I do now, Chris?" 
"Where are you?" he said. "Above youM, I said. "Oh, sh i t !  ", he said, "don't 
you know how?" "Well, I couldn't see what you d i d  from the top. I ejaculated 
2 8 0 f t  downii. Well, a f t e r  doing something I must practice, I was f inal ly  past 
the knot without untying it (much t o  everyone's r e l i e f ) .  Soon, I was s i t t i ng  
next t o  my Guru, Chris, feeling quite elated. I t i s  about 15 f t  short o f  Gaping 
Gyhll main shaf t  and Vukan Pot i n  the Yorkshire dales, but there I would be 
down, and here I'm only hal f  down, so t o  speak. 

Pete, showing how easy it should be,  was next down, but he also complained 
about the weight o f  the rope having used more bars than necessary. Andrew was 
las t  down a f t e r  placing rope protectors (about two, I th ink)  as we were rigging L 
the next pitch. We had a ladder t o  ass is t  us t o  the l i p  o f  the pitch - 20ft  
down a rubble slope - but it was not used as the rope was secured with wire -- 
headers round 2 large embedded blocks o f  rock a t  the foot o f  the 355. Chris had 
had l o t s  o f  company here while waiting for me with the frogs and glow worms which 
he now ledt  as he headed down the next drop. 

This i s  the point we were a t  when we f i r s t  heard D i  and Malcolm i n  the basement. 
A 2 0 0 f t  rope was used on t h i s  pitch and t o  our surprise it reached f u l l  length 
in to  Exit praper. I went next and found just how uncomfortable a Whillans 
harness can be - a b i t  l i k e  riding a bike w i t h  no saddle. An 8 0 f t  drop on t o  a 
series o f  steps down t o  what shoula be the las t  pitch. Chris was nowhere i n  
sight and there was nowhere t o  hide, so Ipresumed he was now i n  Exit down the 
las t  80f t  drop. This las t  pitch i s  the one I had seen from the bottom on my 
l a s t  t r i p  i n to  Exit. I followed Chris and gave the signal for Pete t o  follow. , 

Once a t  the foot o f  the las t  80 ,  a rubble slope perhaps 120ft leads down t o  the 
Exit stream where I staggered t o  partly because o f  the Whillans Syndrome and 
partly due t o  the unaccustomed darkness which h i t s  you as you leave the foot o f  
the 355. Pete soon followed and while the 5 o f  us waited for Andrew, we dined 
on Mars bars, sardines, smoked oysters,  crackers and tea. Andrew, a f t e r  placing L 
rope protectors, eventually joined us t o  make some decisions - it was now about 
Spm and s t i l l  a long k7ay t o  go. 

Andrew and D i  were going t o  prusik out o f  M.M. and retrieve a l l  the gear and 
Malcolm, Pete, Chris and I would e x i t  thru Exi t ,  climb back up the h i l l  t o  help 
with the carrying o f  tackle and collect our sacks. Exiting thru Exit lapsed 
in to  the apathy p a r t ,  f i r s t l y ,  i n  finding the way out o f  the i n i t i a l  chamber and 
then again i n  the collapsed area where we los t  about an hour trylng t o  find a 
way thru. Ashamedly, we know every wrong lead thru that collapse. A t  length, 
we were through it and then moving quickly t o  the entrance o f  Exit and out in to  
a warm, dark evening with the enthralling idea o f  a t  least  3 hours relat ively  
hard walking ahead o f  us. The h i l l  direct ly  behind Exit entrance i s  soul 
destroying as Malcolm, who d i d  not climb it before, was finding out. Fairly 
good time was made t o  MM'S  eighth t a l l e s t  tree c. as the biue tape i s  quite 
abundant, D i  and Andrew had been out about 10 minutes and were already pulling 
up  the 4 kiiometre o f  rope. Eventually, a l l  the gear was u2, the rope coiled 
and stowed in to  rucksacks. I t  was about lOpm as we l e f t  the tree with eight 
branches for the cars and home. 
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R e t r a c i n g  o u r  s t e p s  a l o n g  the t r a c k  p r o v e d  h a r d e r  t h a n  e x p e c t e d ,  the t a p e s  
a r e  h a r d e r  t o  s p o t  and  the b u s h  w a s  s w e p t  f a c i n g  u s  b y  o u r  i n c o m i n g  p a s s a g e  so 
we w e r e  m o v i n g  s l o w e r  t h a n  p l a n n e d .  W e  w e r e  a l l  t i r i n g  sa the p i g  l i ke  b e h a v i o u r  
a t  the E x i t  e n t r a n c e  s t r e a m  w a s  u n f o r t u n a t e .  T h e  w a l k  h a d  made  u s  a l l  v e r y  
t h i r s t y  and f o r  f u t u r e  p a r t i e s  p l a n n i n g  th is  t r i p ,  it w o u l d  be w i s e  t o  c a r r y  
some w a t e r .  I t  w a s  a  v e r y  t i r e d  TCC p a r t y  t h a t  e v e n t u a l l y  e m e r g e d  f r o m  t h a t  
never e n d i n g  track onto the c a r  p a r k  and r e l a t i v e  l u x u r y  o f  p u t t i n g  p a c k s  down 
and  g e t t i n g  out of s w e a t  s o d d e n  qrotts in to  s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  c o m f o r t a b l e  f o r  the 
d r i v e  home .  I t  w a s  1 2  m i d n i g h t  a s  we r e a c h e d  the c a r s  and  the p u b s  w e r e  s h u t ,  
3.30am a t  home s a w  M a l c o l m ,  C h r i s  and I c e l e b r a t e d a h a r d  d a y  w i t h  a  c o l d i e  e a c h .  

F u t u r e  t r i p s  : - 
Mini M a r t i n  t o p  
Mini M a r t i n ;  

P a r t y :  M a l c o l m  
and m e ,  

MINI MARTIN L - 

T h e r e  i s  no w a t e r  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  the s t r e a m  a t  E x i t  e n t r a n c e  f o r  
e n t r a n c e  u n t i l  y o u  r e a c h  the s t r e a m  i n  E x i t  a t  the f o o t  o f  

R i t c h i e ,  C h r i s  D a v i e s ,  D i  D a v i e s ,  P e t e r  H u t c h i n s o n ,  A n d r e w  B r i g g s ,  
T r e v o r  W a i l e s .  

T r e v o r  W a i l e s  . 

EASTER MOLE C2EEK EXTRAVAGANZA 

So f a r  I 've been i n u n d a t e d  w i t h  t w o  p h o n e  c a l l s  r e g a r d i n g  the Mole C r e e k  Herberts 
Camp. P l e a s e  d o n ' t  be s h y  - the m o r e  the m e k r i e r ,  H i c !  L e t ' s  h a v e  a good t u r n o u t  
b y  o l d e r  and  n e w e r  m e m b e r s ,  f o r  w h a t  w i l l  be a n  e x p e r t l y  a r r a n g e d  c a v i n g ,  c a m p i n g  
w e e k e n d .  B r i n g  y o u r  f r i e n d s ,  w i v e s ,  g i r l f i r e n d s  (or bo th ! ) ,  and  b o y f r i e n d s ! ?  
Have a n  E a s t e r  t o  r e m e m b e r  - p l a n s  a r e  w e l l  a d v a n c e d  - a l l  I n e e d  i s  p e o p l e .  R i n g  
T r e v  25 1 8 0 1  ( H ) .  



Speleo Spiel Index 135 - 165 

The following index i s  for Speleo Spiels 135 t c  165 being the total  nunber t o  
which I had access. The index i s  intended t o  help with information retrieval 
regarding caves and general ar t ic les  o f  interest .  I t  has become apparent that 
there i s  a large amount o f  information within the club that has been forgotten. 
Perhaps a complete Spiel Index and a centrally located complete collection o f  
Spiels (say,  held by Stuart)  would help the probiem t o  a certain extent but 
some f i f t e e n  years would s t i l l  be lacking. 

I hope t h i s  short index i s  useful and that someone (p lural )  w i l l  o f f e r  t o  
extend it t o  earlier editions o f  Spiels or a t  worst, lend me the Spiels so that . 
I can continue the index. 

Spiel numbers have been underlined t o  distinguish them from cave numbers and 
the index has been divided in to  a "General Section" (including rescues i n  
spec i f ic  caves) and "Caves" which generally re fers  t o  t r i p  reports. No longer 
do you have t o  scratch through your Spiels t o  find "that ~ave~~..happy browsing. 

I N D E X  

Atea Kananda Review 

Carbide 
Cave - Count 

Deepest Lis t  
Nomenclature 

Data Reduction - Survey 
Death i n  "Canadian Holet1 
Deepest Caves List 
Diving - Cave 

Enduro Sui ts  

Falling - Stress o f  
Fauna - Cave 

Cave Snail Collection 
Cave S.?lri.?ps 

Gear - see Friends 151, Enduro Sui ts  158 - - 
Goretex 

Humboldt Mine 

Instant Hardness ( i e  f i t )  

Index 

Limestone - Florentine Strztigraphy 

Meeting Format 
Membership Data 
M t .  Anne - Deception Ridy-e 

Naming o f  caves 
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Rescue  - Khazad-dum 
Midn igh t  Hole 
S l a u g h t e r h o u s e  P o t  

Rescue  E x e r c i s e  - Mole Creek  ' 7 9  
Mole C r e e k  ' 8 0  
Womguano 

Rescue  R e p o r t  1978-79 

Sarsynr ' 7 9  (S&R Sympositim) 
' 80 

S o u t h  C o a s t  E x p e d i t i o n  
S t a l a g m i t e  Growth R a t e  
S u r v e y  Ga ta  R e d u c t i o n  

Trou  Bernard 
Tasman Arch  

U p s e i  l i n g  

Vapour B a r r i e r  I n s u l a t i o n  

Waccon C o n f e r e n c e  79  

C r a c r o f t  

H a s t i n  y s  
H-X6 King  George V 
H-X8 Wol f  Hole 

I d a  Bay 
I B 2  Loons  Cave 
IB8  ~ i n i  M a r t i n  
IBlO M y s t e r y  Creek  or E n t r a n c e  Cave 
IB14 E x i t  Cave 

J u n e e - F l o r e n t i n e  
JF 1 
JF 4 Khazad-dum - Communicat ions  

T r i p  R e p o r t s  
JF 6 C a s h i o n s  C r e e k  
JF 7 Francombes Cave 
JF35 Gormenghast  ( S u r v e y )  

T r i p  R e p o r t  
JF36 Growl ing  S w a l l e t  
JF55 
JF61 
JF66 P i l l i n g e r l s  C r e e k  Cave  
JF 70  
JF71 
JF 7 2  
JF81 
JF87 
JF88 
JF96 
JF97 T i t a n s  S h e l t e r  

JF99 The  Chairman 

J F l  0 0  
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J F l l l  F i f t e e n  Second P o t  
JF118 
JF119 
J F l 2 3  
JF129 Ra i lway  T u n n e l  
JF237 
JF138 
JF147 Two S t r a w s  
JF148 
JF149 
JP150 G i b r a l t a r  Cave  
JF151 t o  153  
JF154 Emu Cave 
JF155 t o  159  
JF160 T i m s  Reward 
JF162 t o  169  
JF171 t o  175  
JF l76  t o  199  
JF203 Bone P i t  
JF207 
JF208 
JF221 Owl P o t  
JF223 T a s s y  Poc 
JF229 Welcome S t r a n g e r  
JF300 t o  320 * 
JF322 t o  325  
JF326 t o  329 
JF330 t o  332 
JF340 
JF341 
JF342 
JFX41 S l a u g h t e r h o u s e  P o t  
J F ( n o t  numbered y e t )  B r i g g s  S q u e e z e  

*JF321 Pond Cave 
Mole Creek  

MC 1 Kubia Khan 
MC 1 3  C r o e s u s  
MC 1 5  Maracoopa I 
MCX39 Maracoopa 11 
MCX64 West Morland 




