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NEWSLETTER OF THE TASMANIAN CAVERNEERING CLUB 
A n n u a l  s u b s c r i p t i o n  $5.00 S i n g l e  c o p i e s  50 cents 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
P r e s i d e n t  : T r e v o r  W a i l e s ,  1 / 4  V a n t o n a  R d . ,  S a n d y  B a y ,  7 0 0 5 .  Ph:  25 1 8 0 1  ( H )  

S e c r e t a r y :  C h r i s  D a v i e s ,  2  E l a n o r e  P l a c e ,  W.Moonah, 7 0 0 9 .  Ph:  7 2  4104  ( H )  

T r e a s u r e r :  D i a n a  D a v i e s ,  2  E l a n o r e  P l a c e ,  W.Moonah, 7 0 0 9 .  Ph:  7 2  4104  ( H )  

E d i t o r :  S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s ,  7  R u p e r t  A v e n u e ,  New T o w n ,  7 0 0 8 .  Ph:  28 3054  ( H )  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
FORWARD PROGRAMME 

Weekend  May 9 / 1 0  CRACROFT AREA - N i c k  Hume i s  r u n n i n g  a  H.W.C. t r i p  i n  there t o  
s h o w  t h e m  J u d d s ,  M a t c h l i g h t  and  so on w i t h  the a i m  o f  g a i n i n g  
a  f e w  m e m b e r s  f o r  T.C.C. 

S u n d a y  May l 0  

FLORENTINE VALLEY - A  c o m b i n e d  SCS/TCC p u s h  t o  S e r e n d i p i t y .  
T h i s  p o t  i s  a l r e a d y  w e t ,  200m d e e p  and s t i l l  g o i n g  a t  a n  u n d e s -  
c e n d e d  45m p i t c h !  

FLORENTINE VALLEY - S e s a m e  11 i s  g e t t i n g  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  B r i t i s h  
v i s i t ,  l a d d e r s  and  a l l .  N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  T r e v o r  W a i l e s  h a s  
s o m e t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  i t !  

h e k e ~ d  May 1 6 / 1 7  IDA BAY AREA - A l b e r t  G o e d e  i s  s h o w i n g  a  C h i n e s e  sc ien t i s t  some  
o f  the  c a v e s  i n  the a r e a  so why not go a l o n g  f o r  a  f a i r l y  e a s y  
b u t  good w e e k e n d ' s  c a v i n g ?  A l b e r t  may h e  c o n t a c t e d  on 3 9 9 2 5 6 ( H )  
or 2 3 0 5 6 1 ( W ) .  

W e d n e s d a y  May 20 COMMITTEE MEETING 8pm a t  7 R u p e r t  A v e n u e .  

S a t u r d a y  May 30 CAULDRON POT ( w e a t h e r  p e r m i t t i n g ) .  S t u a r t  Nicholas ,  a f t e r  much 
n a g g i n g  f rom T r e v o r ,  w i l l  l e a d  t h i s  e p i c .  

W e d n e s d a y  J u n e  0 3  GENERAL MEETING 8pm a t  7 R u p e r t  A v e n u e .  B r i n g  y o u r  s l i d e s ,  
t r i p  r e p o r t s  a n d  other e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  

W e d n e s d a y  J u n e  1 7  COMMITTEE MEETING 8pm a t  7  R u p e r t  A v e n u e .  

F o r  the i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  some  o f  the  n e w e r  m e m b e r s ,  a  l o t  o f  t r i p s  t h a t  g o  a r e  not  l i s t e d  
h e r e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  t e n d  t o  be p l a n n e d  a t  short notice. A  p h o n e  c a l l  t o  S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s  
( 2 8 3 0 5 4 ( H ) )  d u r i n g  the w e e k  w i l l  u s u a l l y  r e v e a l  who i s  g o i n g  w i t h  whom and w h e r e ,  and 
when t h e y  ' r e  g o i n g  t h e r e !  A l s o  note t h a t  our G e n e r a l  Meets a r e  not ( u s u a l l l y )  b o r i n g  
business m e e t i n g s  b u t  t e n d  t o  be social t y p e s  e v e n i n g s  w i t h  s l i d e s  and other i m p r o m p t u  

p p e n i n g s .  
L. 
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EDITORIAL 

F o r  a s  l o n g  a s  I can remember  ( d o n ' t  a s k  h o w  l o n g  t h a t  i s ! )  the  S p e l e o  S p i e l  h a s  not 
m i s s e d  a b e a t  d u r i n g  i t s  n o r m a l  p r o d u c t i o n  y e a r .  H o w e v e r ,  it h a d  t o  h a p p e n  s o m e t i m e  - 
v a r i o u s  w o r k  c o m m i t t m e n t s  ( l i k e  too  m u c h ! )  h a v e  f o r c e d  me  t o  c o m b i n e  the A p r i l  and May 
e d i t i o n s  i n t o  one b u m p e r  issue. H o p e f u l l y ,  t h i s  w i l l  s a t i s f y  y o u r  c r a v i n g  f o r  some  
g r e a t  c a v i n g  r e a d i n g  and  s t o p  my p h o n e  f rom r i n i n g  i n c e s s a n t l y .  Read on. . . . . . . . . . .  

OFFICER BEARERS 1 9 8 1 / 8 2  

T h e  A n n u a l  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  o f  T.C.C. w a s  h e l d  on the l a s t  W e d n e s d a y  i n  March and r e s u l t e d  
i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b o d s  b e i n g  e l e c t e d  t o  the o f f i c e  p o s i t i o n s :  

P r e s i d e n t  : 
S e c r e t a r y :  
T r e a s u r e r :  

T r e v o r  W a i l e s ,  1 / 4  V a n t o n a  R d . ,  S a n d y  B a y ,  7 0 0 5 .  Ph:  25 1 8 0 1  ( H )  
C h r i  s D a v i  es ) 

2  E l a n o r e  P l a c e ,  W.Moonah, 7 0 0 9 .  Ph:  7 2  4104  ( H )  
Di ana  D a v i  es ) 

Commi t tee : A l b e r t  G o e d e  
T h e r e s e  G r e e n h i  1 1  
B r u c e  T r a n t e r  

E d i t o r :  S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s )  
Q u a r t e r m a s t e r :  S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s )  7  R u p e r t  A v e n u e ,  N e w  T o b n ,  7 0 0 8 .  Ph:  28 3 0 5 4 ( H )  
S e a r c h  & R e s c u e :  S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s )  

A l b e r t  G o e d e  once a g a i n  k i n d l y  o f f e r e d  t o  a c t  a s  A r c h i v i s t .  
P e t e r  G r u b b  was  n ~ m i n a t e d  a s  A u d i t o r .  
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BOOKS FOR SALE 

R o s s  E l l i s  (S .S .S .  ) r e c e n t l y  sent m e  a  f e w  c o p i e s  o f  a  book he w r o t e  c a l l e d  A u s t r a l i a n  
C a v e s  and C a v i n g .  I t  i s  b a s i c a l l y  a  p h o t o g r a p h i c  r e c o r d  o f  the A u s t r a l i a n  c a v i n g  s c e n e  
w i t h  c o l o u r  p h o t o g r a p h s  c o v e r i n g  v i r t u a l l y  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  the u n d e r  w o r l d  o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  

C o p i e s  may be p u r c h a s e d  f o r  the b a r g a i n  p r i c e  o f  $6.95 f r o m  S t u a r t  a t  7 R u p e r t  A v e n u e .  

----- HAPPENINGS I N  AND AROUND THE CLUB----- 

-To a l l  those who m i s s e d  the s h o w i n g  o f  the ATEA 7 8  v i d e o t a p e ,  may I award a n  h o n o u r a b l e  
r a s p b e r r y !  F a n t a s t i c  s t u f f  - b i g  river c a v e s  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  the e x p e d i t i o n  a t m o s p h e r e  m u s t  - 
h a v e  made f o r  a  g r e a t  t r i p .  Don*t  f o r g e t ,  there i s  a n o t h e r  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  the  same  g e n e r a l  
a r e a  J u l y / A u g u s t  next  y e a r .  

L 

- Q u o t e :  "I p u l l e d  a  c o u p l e  c f  f e e t  o f f  t o  see w h a t  i t  w a s  l i k e !  !" O v e r h e a r d  a t  a  c l u b  
~ e e t i n g  r e c e n t 1  y .  

- I t  h a s  been p r o p o s e d  t h a t  a  c a v e  (un-numbered  a s  y e t )  o f f  the e n d  o f  L e o  T h o r n ' s  Road 
and lOOm SW o f  JF329 be named " D i g g e r s '  P c t " .  A  t r i p  there on A n z a c  Day p r o d u c e d  a  s m a l l  
extension a f t e r  some  d i g g i n g  - hence the name!  

- T h e r e  a r e  a  n u m b e r  ( l i k e  a b o u t  3 )  o f  c a p  l a m p s  w i t h  r e d  b a t t e r i e s  (see t h r u / l e a k  t h r u  
w i n d o w s )  w h i c h  l e a k  b a d l y  a n d / o r  d c  not mrk e v e r y  w e l l .  T h e s e  a r e  un-named and i f  not - 
c l a i m e d  w i l l  be s o l d  f o r  the p u r p o s e  o f  m o d i f i c a t i o n  t o  t a k e  d r y  cells.  Any  p r o f i t s  
f r o m  the  s a l e  w i l l  g o  in to  c l u b  f u n d s  and  w i l l  be u s e d  t o  b u y  a n o t h e r  l a m p  or l a m p s  f o r  L 

g e n e r a l  u s e .  

- S p e a k i n g  o f  b u y i n g  t h i n g s ,  it was  r e s o l v e d  a t  the May m e e t i n g  t h a t  the  c l u b  w i l l  p a y  
h a l f  the cost o f  a  200m reel o f  B l u e w a t e r  r o p e .  T h e  other h a l f  w i l l  come f r o m  u s e r  
s u b s c r i p t i o n s  o f  $ 2 0 ,  so i f  you  a r e  a n  S.R.T. f r e a k ,  p a y  u p !  V a r i o u s  r a f f l e s ,  s p o r t s  
c a r d s  and other f u n d  r a i s i n g  v e n t u r e s  may  o f f s e t  t h i s  somewhat .  

- S t i l l  on the t o p i c  o f  m o n e y ,  a  50C l e v y  i s  t o  be c h a r g e d  f o r  b o r r o w i n g  l a m p s  other 
than y o u r  own.  T h i s  i s  t o  r a i s e  f u n d s  f o r  l a m p  b a t t e r y  r e p l a c e m e n t  a n d / o r  the  p u r c h a s e  
o f  another c l u b  l a m p .  T h e r e  i s  a  t i n  i n  the room w h e r e  the l a m p s  a r e  k e p t  f o r  the 
p u r p o s e  o f  p u t t i n g  the money  i n ,  a n d  a s  th i s  i s  n o r m a l l y  l o c k e d  there i s  no e s c a p e !  

b - Some o f  you w i l l  r emember  Norm P o u l t e r  who w a s  here f o r  a  w h i l e  e a r l i e r  i n  the  y e a r .  
He i s  s e n d i n g  over some  s l i d e s  o f  the c a v e  a t  R o c k y  B o o t  In le t  on the S o u t h  C o a s t .  
T h e s e  p i x  s h o u l d  be o f  interest t o  a l l  those w i t h  a  sense o f  a d v e n t u r e  a n d  e v e n  to  m o s t  
o f  the other c l u b  m e m b e r s  a s  w e l l !  

- T r e v o r ' s  S.R.T.  g e a r  h a s  f i n a l l y  a r r i v e d  f r o m  the m o t h e r l a n d  a n d  a f t e r  much  s t u f f i n g  
a r o u n d ,  h a s  been made  v a g u e l y  o p e r a t i o n a l .  

Y' - A  g r e a t  t i m e  w a s  h a d  b y  a l l  who w e n t  t o  Mole C r e e k  a t  E a s t e r .  T h a n k s  t o  T r e v o r  f o r  
o r g a n i s i n g  the w h o l e  s h o w  and  Mark O I B r i a n  (N.C. ) for a c t i n g  a s  g u i d e  i n  Herberts P o t .  
A f u l l  r e p o r t  w i l l  a p p e a r  i n  next  m o n t h ' s  S p i e l .  

- Have you a  c a v e  u n d e r  y o u r  h o u s e ?  Some r e s i d e n t s  i n  W i n t e r  P a r k ,  F l o r i d a  r e c e n t l y  
found  t o  their horror t h a t  t h e y  h a d !  A l a r g e  sinkhole a p p e a r e d ,  e n g u l f i n g  b u i l d i n g s ,  
P o r s c h e  c a r s  ( v e r y  se lec t ive! )  a n d  a  swimming  p o o l .  T h e  hole i s  e s t i m a t e d  t o  be a b o u t  
180m w i d e  and  u p  t o  50m d e e p  and  a t  l a s t  r e p o r t  w a s  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  grow! 

FROM OUT OF THE MAIL BOX. ................... 
Papua Mew G u i n e a  E x p l o r a t i o n s ,  a  Division o f  A u s t r a l i a n  Himal a  yan  E x p e d i t i o n s ,  h a v e  
s u p p l i e d  the C l u b  w i t h  a  t o u r s  b r o c h u r e .  I t  looks m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g .  T h e  t r i p s  p r o p o s e d  
i n c l u d e  b u s h w a l k i n g  i n  the P.N.G. h i g h l a n d s ,  or w h i t e  w a t e r  r a f t i n g .  S e e  the b r o c h u r e  
a t  S t u a r t  ' S .  - 
Q u o t e :  " T h e  l i f e s t y l e  o f  y o u r  m e m b e r s  i s  p r o b a b l y  the  t h i n g  t h a t  m o s t  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  
t h e m  f r o m  others. F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  I believe.. . t h e y  w i l l  be p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
WILD a  n e w  m a g a z i n e  f o r  A u s t r a l i a n s  & New Z e a l a n d e r s  who e n j o y  the a d v e n t u r e  o f  w i l d  
p l a c e s . "  T h e  e m p h a s i s  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  g o i n g  t o  be on b u s h w a l k i n g ,  s k i - t o u r i n g ,  c a n o e i n g  
and c l i m b i n g .  T h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  o f  t h i s  q u a r t e r l y  w i l l  be p u b l i s h e d  i n  J u l y .  S e e  the  
a d v e r t i s i n g  m a t e r i a l  a t  S t u a r t  ' S .  
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

The p a s t  y e a r  h a s  p r o b a b l y  been a s  t y p i c a l  f o r  T .  C. C .  a s  a n y  other. Some n e w  m e m b e r s  
h a v e  a p p e a r e d  i n  the r a n k s  and some o f  the e s t a b l i s h e d  ones h a v e  d r o p p e d  o u t .  Some 
good t r i p s  h a v e  been d o n e  b u t  m o r  e h a v e  been t a l k e d  a b o u t .  

S t i l l ,  d e s p i t e  th is  i m p l i e d  c r i t i c i s m  ( w h i c h  c o u l d  j u s t  a s  w e l l  a p p l y  t o  a n y  s m a l l  c l u b ) ,  
T.C.C. h a s  p r o v e n  i t s e l f  a b l e  t o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c a r r y  o u t  a c a v e  r e s c u e ,  w h i c h  i s  i n d i c a -  
t i ve  o f  both good o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  c l u b  s p i r i t .  C a v e  s u r v e y i n g  i s  a n  a r e a  w h i c h  h a s  
a d v a n c e d  w i t h  s e v e r a l  n e w  s u r v e y s  b e i n g  p r o d u c e d  and some  o l d  ones u p d a t e d .  A c o m p l e t e  
l i s t  o f  s u r v e y s  h e l d  i n  the a r c h i v e s  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t h o u g h ,  t o  a v o i d  d u p l i c a t i o n  and 
w a s t e d  e f f o r t .  

B o o k - k e e p i n g  errors, some  r a t h e r  o l d ,  h a v e  m e a n t  t h a t  o u r  "books" w o u l d  not  s t a n d  u p  - u n d e r  s c r u t i n y .  T h e  s u b s e q u e n t  u n a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  o u r  r e c o r d s  s t o p p e d  the c l u b  f r o m  
a p p l y i n g  f o r  a g r a n t  f rom the Division o f  R e c r e a t i o n .  T h i s  i s  u n f o r t u n a t e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
a s  we n o w  h a v e  t o  p u r c h a s e  a reel o f  B l u e w a t e r  r o p e ,  f i n a n c e d  m a i n l y  b y  m e m b e r s .  A 
r e p o r t  on o u r  a c c o u n t i n g  s y s t e m  recommended t h a t  the  d i s c r e p a n c i e s  be w r i t t e n - o f f  and a 
" c l e a n  s l a t e n  s t a r t e d .  T h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  a n  a u d i t o r  f o r  the c o m i n g  y e a r  w i l l  r e c t i f y  
these p r o b l e m s  a n d  p r e v e n t  their r e c u r r e n c e .  

More a t t e n t i o n  s h o u l d  be p a i d  t o  the t r a i n i n g  o f  n e w  m e m b e r s  i n  S R T / l a d d e r i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  
and  s u r v e y i n g .  T h o s e  o f  u s  who a l r e a d y  h a v e  some  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  these s k i l l s  m u s t  p l a y  
a p a r t  i n  h a n d i n g  on o u r  k n o w l e d g e  t o  o n c o m i n g  c l u b  m e m b e r s .  

In the  p a s t  y e a r  there w e r e  a good n u m b e r  o f  t r i p s  and  some  n e w  f i n d s  r e s u l t e d .  A n  
a c c i d e n t  e a r l i e r  i n  the y e a r  h i g h l i g h t s  the n e e d  f o r  s a f e t y  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  a s  w e l l  a s  
i l l u s t r a t i n g  the p o t e n t i a l  d a n g e r s  i n  c a v i n g .  T h e  recent d i s c o v e r y  o f  a n  e x t e n s i o n  
t o  T a s s i e  P o t  ( J F 2 2 3 )  i s  c a u s e  f o r  both e x c i t e m e n t  and  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t ;  e x c i t e m e n t  
b e c a u s e  it s h o w s  t h a t  known c a v e s  c a n  s o m e t i m e s  be e x t e n d e d  and d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  b e c a u s e  
i t  took m a i n l a n d e r s  to  f i n d  it. We t e n d  t o  be m o r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f i n d i n g  n e w  c a v e s  
t h a n  s u r v e y i n g  and  a s s e s s i n g  known ones. T h e  c h a n c e s  o f  f i n d i n g  the " J u n e e - F l o r e n t i n e  
M a s t e r  C a v e w  w o u l d  be e n h a n c e d  b y  a m o r e  s y s t e m a t i c  a p p r o a c h .  L a s t  y e a r  a s u r f a c e  s u r v e y  
was  d o n e  on the J u n e e  R i d g e ,  a l l o w i n g  the r e l a t i v e  p o s i t i o n  and  e l e v a t i o n  o f  c a v e  
e n t r a n c e s  t o  be d e t e r m i n e d .  In c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  u n d e r g r o u n d  m a p p i n g ,  t h i s  t y p e  o f  
e x e r c i s e  p r o v i d e s  u s e f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n .  T h e  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  a f o r w a r d  programme - i n  
b r o a d  t e r m s  - c o u l d  e n s u r e  the collection o f  e f f e c t i v e  and n e c e s s a r y  d a t a ,  w h i l e  note 
d e t r a c t i n g  f rom the p l e a s u r e  o f  c a v i n g .  H o p e f u l 1  y ,  the c o m i n g  y e a r  w i l l  b r i n g  12s 

closer to  u n r a v e l l i n g  some  o f  the m y s t e r i e s  o f  the J u n e e - F l o r e n t i n e .  

I w i s h  a l l  m e m b e r s  a h a p p y  and s a f e  y e a r ' s  c a v i n g  and t r u s t  t h a t  o u r  c l u b  w i l l  a d v a n c e  
and  p r o s p e r .  

G e o f  f  Fisher , 
P r e s i d e n t ,  l 9 8 O / 8 l ,  
T a s m a n i a n  C a v e r n e e r i n g  C l u b .  
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TASMANIAN CAVERNEERING CLUB 

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 25.3.81 

Cheque a / c  b a l a n c e  c / £  

Cheque a / c  i n t e r e s t  

S p e c i a l  i n v e s t m e n t  a / c  

S p e c i a l  i n v e s t m e n t  a / c  interest 

S u b s c r i p t i o n s  

A.S.F. Levy  

F u l l  Members 

A s s o c i a t e  Members 

J u n i o r  Members 

S p e l e o  S p i e l  

E n t r y  f e e s  

O t h e r  

Badge S a l e s  

D o n a t i o n s  ( a s  r e c o r d e d  i n  c a s h  
b o o k )  

Unpresen ted  c h e q u e s  

Unpresen ted  c h e q u e  f o r  A.S. F. 

Levy  

159.21 

7.27 

725.42 

66.07 

87.50 

140.00 

5.00 

n i l  

30.00 

31.00 

5.00 

36.00 

101.75 

87.50 

P.O. Box r e n t a l  

S p i e l  C o s t s  

P r i n t i n g  

P o s t a g e  

Equipment  

S t a t i o n e r y  

A.S.F. C a p i t a t i o n  Fees  

F i l m  P o s t a g e  

B a l a n c e  S p e c i a l  I n v e s t m e n t  
A / c  

Ba lance  Cheque A / c  

Cheques  pa id  from 19 79 /80  

SUBS ARE NOW DUE 
- p - -  

F U L L  MEMBERS $10.00 
SPIEL OR ASSOCIATE $5 GO 
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP $15 00 
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TRIP REPORTS 

JF223  " T a s s i e  P o t "  - 14 .3 .81  

P a r t y :  A n d r e w  B r i g g s  ( T C C ) ,  S t e f a n  & R o l a n  E b e r h a r d  ( S C S )  

I n  J a n u a r y  or e a r l y  F e b r u a r y ,  a  g r o u p  o f  S y d n e y  c a v e r s  b o t t o m e d  t h i s  d e e p  c a v e  ( 2 3 1 m )  
and a f t e r  n e g o t i a t i n g  a  f a i r l y  w e t  s q u e e z e  t h e y  found  a n  e s t i m a t e d  l k m  o f  " r a i l w a y  t y p e  
t u n n e l " .  T h i s  f i g u r e  o f  I k m  was  g i v e n  a s  a  "minimum" a n d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  r e p o r t s ,  r u n n i n g  
shoes a n d / o r  a  s m a l l  b u s  w o u l d  h a v e  been s u i t a b l e  f o r  e x p l o r a t i o n .  T h e y  d i d  not come  t o  
the e n d  o f  t h i s  i m p r e s s i v e  f i n d  nor d i d  t h e y  e x p l o r e  a n y  s i d e  p a s s a g e s ,  d u e  to  l a c k  o f  
t i m e .  I t  i s  a  r e m a r k a b l e  d i s c o v e r y  and the  b o d s  i n v o l v e d  d e s e r v e  c r e d i t  f o r  the ir  

d 
e f f o r t s .  

T h e  r e a c t i o n  i n  T.C.C. r a n k s  was  one o f  a s t o n i s h m e n t  q u i c k l y  f o l l o w e d  b y  f l l e t l s  g e t  down 
and h a v e  a  l ookM,  h o w e v e r ,  d u e  t o  p r e v i o u s  c o m m i t t m e n t s  and a  t r i p  t o  M i n i - M a r t i n ,  the  
w e e k e n d  o f  1 4 t h  March w a s  the e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  d a t e  s u i t a b l e .  S e v e r a l  S .C.S .  b o d s  w e r e  
a l s o  keen t o  "doll the c a v e  e s p e c i a l l y  since there was  t h i s  " c a k e  w a l k "  a t  the b o t t o m .  

Well ,  f i n a l l y  o f f  we w e n t  and  a f t e r  c h e c k i n g  w i t h  Max and  l e a v i n g  some  g e a r  i n  the  
H ~ m e s t e a d ,  we a r r i v e d  a t  the c a v e  a b o u t  l o a m .  T h e  e n t r a n c e  i s  30 secs. w a l k  f r o m  the  
m a d  w h i c h  p r o v e d  t o  be v e r y  convenient f c r  we w e r e  c a r r y i n g  n e a r l y  7 0 0 f t .  o f  r o p e  p l u s  
SRT g e a r ,  etc. 

Je q u i c k l y  r i g g e d  the  f i r s t  d r o p  m a k i n g  it a  1 4 0 f t .  f r e e - h a n g i n g  p i t c h .  T h e  s e c o n d  
- p i t c h  ( 9 0 f t .  ) i s  a l s o  f r e e - h a n g i n g  and  d i r e c t l y  b e l o w  the f i r s t .  T h i s  section o f  the 

C' c a v e  r e q u i r e s  g r e a t  c a r e  a s  a n y o n e  on these tm p i t c h e s  c a n n o t  e s c a p e  f rom f a l l i n g  d e b r i s .  

T h e  s e c o n d  p i t c h  l e a d s  i n t o  a  h i g h  a v e n  and f rom t h i s  we g r u n t e d  i n t o  a  6 0 f t  c h i m n e y  
w h i c h  i s  r i g g e d  w i t h  a  h a n d - l i n e .  A f t e r  l o w e r i n g  the r e m a i n i n g  3 0 0 f t  r o p e  p l u s  the 
rest o f  o u r  g e a r ,  we t r o t t e d  f u r t h e r  down t o  a  c h a m b e r  w i t h  a  3 f t  b y  5 f t  w indow i n  one 
s i d e ,  t h r u  w h i c h  we w e n t  when a b s e i l i n g  the f i n a l  2 2 0 f t  f r e e  p i t c h .  

SRT g e a r  w a s  r e m o v e d  and  we  p r o c e e d e d  i n t o  the c a v e  p r o p e r .  T h e  way on t o  the  e x t e n s i o n  
i s  f a i r l y  o b v i o u s ,  b y  s i m p l y  f o l l o w i n g  the  s m a l l  s t r e a m  down u n t i l  you a r e  f o r c e d  t o  l i e  
i n  i t .  T h e  s q u e e z e  i s  a  2 0 f t  g r o v e l  w i t h  a  r i g h t - a n g l e  corner w h i c h  l e a d s  i n t o  the 
" t u n n e l "  extension. 

a' You b e a u t ,  we &d n a d e  i t !  I t  w a s  f a i r l y  i m p r e s s i v e  a t  t h i s  s t a g e ,  we c c u l d  s t a n d  u p  
a g a i n ,  w a l k  a r o u n d  a n d  a d m i r e  the s p a t t e r i n g  o f  f l o w s t o n e  t h a t  g r a c e d  the p a s s a g e  w a l l s .  
W e  h a d  two choices o f  m o v e m e n t ,  u p s t r e a m  or d o k n s t r e a m .  T h e  u p s t r e a m  p a s s a g e  was  
d e c i d e d  u p o n  a s  this i s  w h a t  the  S y d n e y  h o d s  h a d  l o o k e d  a t .  Downs t ream d i d  not  look 
p r o m i s i n g  a s  we h a d  e m e r g e d  f r o m  a  p i l e  o f  b o u l d e r s ,  i n to  w h i c h  a  s m a l l  s t r e a m  f l o w e d  
j o i n i n g  u p  w i t h  the  s t r e a m  f rom " T a s s y  P o t w .  

-"he " r a i l w a y  t u n n e l "  p a s s a g e  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  a b o u t  2 0 0 m e t r e s  u n t i l  we came to  the f i r s t  
t a l u s  b l o c k a g e .  T h e r e  was  a b o u t  40m o f  c r a w l i n g  b e f o r e  we e m e r g e d  a g a i n  i n  m o r e  p a s s a g e .  
A t  t h i s  s t a g e ,  the  c a v e  w a s  p r o c e e d i n g  w e s t ,  i . e .  o u t  o f  the h i l l .  A f t e r  s e v e r a l  
h u n d r e d  m e t r e s  o f  s i m i l a r  t y p e  w a l k i n g  a n d  c r a w l i n g  we came t o  a n  o b v i o u s  b e n d  i n  the  

*- p a s s a g e  where we l e f t  the creek and  t e n d e d  m o r e  s o u t h  w e s t e r 1  y .  T h i s  section o f  the  c a v e  
a l s o  showed s i g n s  o f  a  creek b u t  none w a s  p r e s e n t .  

F u r t h e r  on, we came  a c r o s s  a  l a r g e  hole i n  the  f loor ,  a b o u t  2m w i d e  and  6m l o n g  w i t h  a  
f a l s e  f l o o r  a l l  r o u n d .  R o l a n  c l i m b e d  down 9m t o  the  b l u e - g r e e n  p o o l  i n  the b o t t o m  
w h i c h  a p p e a r e d  t o  be a  sump. A f t e r  s e v e r a l  t r i c k y  m o v e s  t o  n e g o t i a t e  t h i s  hole,  we 
c o n t i n u e d  on w h i l e  the c a v e  g o t  s m a l l e r  w i t h  m o r e  t a l u s  b l o c k a g e s  and a l l  the t i m e  
c u r v i n g  b a c k  t o w a r d s  the m a i n  s h a f t  ( e a s t e r l y ) .  

A f t e r  s q u e e z i n g  t h r u  a  muddy and  w e t  r i f t ,  a  w a l l  o f  c a l c i f i e d  b o u l d e r s  a p p e a r e d  t o  b a r  
' the way.  I t  was  o b v i o u s  t h a t  a  s m a l l  creek h a d  f l o w e d  i n t o  the c a v e  d t  t h i s  p o i n t  bzit 

G. 
we h a d  h a d  e n o u g h  o f  r e a l l y  s q u e e z i n g  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  so it i s  s t i l l  there f o r  the  " h a r d  
men" t o  p u s h .  T h e  same  a p p l i e s  f o r  m o s t  o f  the s i d e  p a s s a g e s  we l o o k e d  a t  on the  way 
b a c k ,  when t h e y  g o t  too t i g h t  or seemed  t o  b l o c k o f f ,  we  l e f t  t h e m .  

Back  a t  the s q u e e z e ,  we e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  we h a d  seen close on a  k i l o m e t r e  o f  " p a s s a g e " ,  
some  o f  it g o o d ,  some  o f  it g r o t t y .  W e  then w o r k e d  o u r  way d o w n s t r e a m  t h r u  c o p i o u s  
q u a n t i t i e s  o f  mud t o  a  p o i n t  w h e r e  the  c a v e  a p p e a r s  t o  choke o f f .  W e  e s t i m a t e  t h a t  t he  
c a v e  ( d o w n s t r e a m )  w a s  a b o u t  100-150m l o n g  and a b o u t  10m d e e p e r  t h a n  a t  the s q u e e z e .  
R e t r e a t  w a s  n o w  the o r d e r  o f  the d a y  and b y  l l O m  we  w e r e  a l l  on the s u r f a c e .  



11; c o n c l u s i o n ,  I w o u l d  s a y  t h a t  t h i s  c a v e  e x t e n s i o n  i s  w o r t h  a v i s i t ,  b u t  w h a t e v e r  i s  p u s h e d  . - 
i t  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  be t i g h t  and g r o t t y .  T h e  s t r e a m s  i n  t h i s  c a v e  a r e  v e r y  s m a l l ,  even 
i n  h i g h  w a t e r  c o n d i t i o n s .  I t  i s  not  a s  b a d  a s  the  C h a i r m a n  y e t ,  b u t  i n  w o n ' t  be l o n g .  

A n d r e w  B r i  y g s .  
* * * * * * * * * * * * X * * * * * * * *  

P.S .  S i c k  j o k e :  Q u e s t i o n  - Did you h e a r  a b o u t  the  i l l e g i t i m a t e  glow-worm? 
A n s w e r  - H e  w a s  a  b r i g h t  b a s t a r d .  

Note: A  t r i p  r e p o r t  b y  the d i s c o v e r e r s  o f  t h i s  n e w  section a p p e a r s  i n  B u l l e t i n  o f  the  
S y d n e y  U n i v e r s i t y  S p e l e o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  20 ( 1 1 )  w h i c h  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a t  R u p e r t  A v e n u e .  -Ed. ' - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

JF35 G o r m e n g h a s t  - S u n d a y  1 5 . 3 . 8 1  . 
P a r t y :  Chris  D a v i e s ,  P e t e r  H u t c h i n s o n ,  M a l c o l m  R i t c h i e ,  T r e v o r  W a i l e s  

G o r m e n q h a s t  i s  a  c a v e  w h i c h  many o f  u s  h a v e  w a l k e d  p a s t  many t i m e s .  T h o s e  i n  the p a r t y  
d e c i d e d  t o  h a v e  a  look a t  t h i s  r e p u t e d l y  s p o r t i n g  c a v e  and  m a y b e  d i s p e l 1  a  f e w  m y t h s .  

For those who h a v e n ' t  y e t  v i s i t e d  i t ,  the c a v e  consists i n i t i a l l y  o f  a n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
0 

4 5  s t e e p  r o c k y  c l i m b  down a  s m a l l  s t r e a m w a y .  T h e  s t r e a m  f o l l o w s  the  d i p  o f  the  l i m e s t o n e  
b e d d i n g .  T h e  c a v e  then c h a n g e s  c h a r a c t e r  t o  a  t i g h t  p a s s a g e  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  t o  go a l o n g  - 
the  s tr ike o f  the l i m e s t o n e .  T h i s  p a s s a g e  h a s  some  i n t e r e s t i n g  w e t  c r a w l s  f o l l o w e d  b ! -  
a  t i g h t  w a l k i n g  section w i t h  n o t a b l e  f o r n a t i o n s  o f  s h a w l s  and  s t r a w s .  T h i s  p a s s a g e  h 

e n d s  i n  a  sump w h i c h  o u r  E n g l i s h  c o n s u l t a n t  i n d i c a t e s  i s  a  c l a s s i c a l  e a s y  sump d i v e .  
- 

The 1 9 7 2  s u r v e y  ( S p i e l  1 3 7 )  g i v e s  a  t o t a l  l e n g t h  o f  1 9 0 7 f t  and  d e p t h  o f  4 2 0 f t .  

G o r m e n g h a s t  i s  h i g h l y  recommended f o r  a  good short d a y ' s  e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  Be p r e p a r e d  t o  
g e t  w e t  a n d  s t a y  w e t .  A  c o u p l e  o f  3 m e t r e  t a p e s  w o u l d  be u s e f u l  i n  c a s e  s o m e o n e  d o e s n ' t  
w i s h  t o  e n j o y  the c l i m b i n g  t o  i t s  f u l l e s t .  And i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  d o n ' t  p u t  a  t o m a t o  i n  the 
same  p l a s t i c  b a g  a s  y o u r  P e n t a x .  

C h r i  S D a v i e s .  
..................... 

Florentine V a l l e y - G r o w l i n g  S w a l l e t  - 22.3 .81 V 

P a r t y  : G e o f f  Fisher, T r e v o r  Wai l e s ,  A n d r e w  B r i g g s ,  Malco lm R i  tchie ( p r o s p e c t i v e )  , G e o r g e  
A l b i o n  ( p r o s p e c t i v e ) ,  Miles P i e r c e  ( U S A ) .  

O u r  t r i p  t o  th is  c a v e  w h i c h  h a s  b e c o m e  p o p u l a r  o f  l a t e  was  a r r a n g e d  so t h a t  we c o u l d  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a  s t r o n g l y  d r a u g h t i n g  r i f t  f o u n d  on a  p r e v i o u s  t r i p .  O u r  h o p e s  o f  a  m a j o r  f i n d  
w e r e  h i g h  and we e n t e r e d  the c a v e  f u l l  o f  e x p e c t a t i o n .  T h e  w a t e r  level i n  the  s t r e a m  .--S 

n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h i g h  and  o u r  p r o g r e s s  w a s  good .  T h e  r i f t  i s  l o c a t e d  u p  b e h i n d  the m?-mks 
b e l o w  the l o w e r  w a t e r f a l l ,  d e e p  i n  the c a v e .  

T h e  e n t h u s i a s m  o f  o u r  g r o u p  d e c l i n e d  somewhat  when we g o t  t o  the  r i f t  and f o u n d  i t  t o  be a  
r a t h e r  h a i r y - l o o k i n g  s q u e e z e .  B e i n g  a  "hard1'  f r o m  way b a c k ,  T r e v o r  v o l u n t e e r e d  and  prove?  
t h a t  he c o u l d  g e t  i n  there. H e  h o p e d  t o  p r o v e  l a t e r ,  t h a t  he c o u l d  g e t  b a c k  a g a i n .  He' 
w a s  soon on t h e  f loor  o f  the  r i f t  ( s t i l l  i n  one p i e c e !  ) and  c a l l e d  for the next  man. W e  
q u i z z e d  h i m  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  it w a s  w o r t h  the e f f o r t  and  he t o l d  u s  o f  s e v e r a l  l e a d s .  A11 
e x c e p t  Miles ( o l d e r  and w i s e r )  w e n t  down and f o u n d  t h a t  the  " s e v e r a l  l e a d s "  w e r e  v e r y  short 
and o f  the n o n - g o i n g  v a r i e t y .  

Not one t o  be e a s i l y  d i s c o u r a g e d ,  T r e v o r  c h i m n e y e d  b a c k  u p  the  r i f t  a b o v e  o u r  p o i n t  o f  e n t r y .  
T h e  r i f t  o p e n e d  u p  t o  c r a w l  p a s s a g e  w i t h  some  w a l k a b l e  b i t s .  T h i s  e n c o u r a g e d  some  o f  
u s  t o  e m u l a t e  T r e v o r ' s  e f f o r t s  - Miles i n c l u d e d  - and see w h a t  w a s  t o  be d i s c o v e r e d .  
T h e  p a s s a g e  w a s  a b o u t  60m l o n g ,  e n d i n g  a t  a n  a v e n .  A c t u a l l y ,  the r i f t  d i d  c o n t i n u e  b u t  . 
w a s  too  s m a l l ,  a  p i t y  a s  the d r a u g h t  came f r o m  there. W e  c l i m b e d  w i t h  some  e f f o r t ,  --- 
f i n d i n g  a n  a b a n d o n e d  s t r e a m w a y .  

A s m a l l  s i d e  s t r e a m  e n t e r e d  the  p a s s a g e  n e a r  here, the w a t e r  t r i c k l i n g  down i n t o  the 
n s r r o w  r i f t .  T h i s  s i d e  s t r e a m w a y  s e e m e d  p r o m i s i n g  b u t  c h o k e d  o f f  a f t e r  a b o u t  8-10m. 
T h e r e  w a s  a  v a g u e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  f u r t h e r  h i g h  level extension a b o v e  w h e r e  we w e r e  b u t  
a c c e s s  w a s  too d a n g e r o u s ,  the risks o u t w e i g h i n g  the p o s s i b l e  g a i n s .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  we h a d  not made  a n y  m a j o r  d i s c o v e r i e s  a l t h o u g h  a b o u t  80m o f  p a s s a g e  was  
f o u n d  over a  v e r t i c a l  r a n g e  o f  a p p r o x .  15m. O u r  r e t u r n  t o  the s u r f a c e  was  u n e v e n t f u l ,  
even t o  the extent  t h a t  we m i s s e d  A n d r e w  r e m o v i n g  h i s  p a n t y h o s e .  F u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  of t h i s ,  
e p i s o d e  c a n  be h a d  f r o m  the other p a r t y  m e m b e r s .  G e o f  f  Fisher. 
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~ ' a r s i g h t e d  p u b l i s h e r s  t a k e  ncte:  

P a r t y :  T r e v o r  W a i l e s ,  G ~ o f f  Fisher, P e t e r  H u t c h i n s o n ,  D a l e  Madden,  Nick Hume. 

Dare I c a l l  t h i s  t r i p  - " T h e  Rape  o f  the C r y s t a Z  Poolr1 and  c o n t i n u e  w i t h  some  d r a m a t i c -  
a l l y  e x a g g e r a t e d  d i s s e r t a t i o n  ( a s  the e d i t o r  i s  OFT WONT t o  d o  i n  h i s  a r t i c l e s )  o f  
p l u n d e r  a n d  p i l l a g e ?  Mmmmm, why n o t ?  

S a t u r d a y  dawn ( l a t e  s u n r i s e )  s a w  a  t e a m  o f  f i t ,  m o t i v a t e d ,  s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  S .R.T.  ' ers  
azid T r e v o r  s p e e d  w i t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e f f i c i e n c y  t o  the  d e p t h s  o f  JF341  i n  g r a n d ,  i f  - 
i n v e r t e d ,  a l p i n e  s t y l e .  A  short d i v e r s i o n ,  a b o v e  the f i r s t  l a d d e r e d  p i t c k  i n i t i a t e d  
b y  G e o f f r e y ,  l e d  t o  the a u t h o r ' s  h e a d  b e c o m i n g  l o d g e d  i n  a n  u n c o - o p e r a t i v e  hole. 

G e o f f r e y  W i n t h r o p  Fisher, a d m i r e d  b y  u s  a l l  f o r  h i s  b l i n d i n g  p a c e  on " w a l k  i n s" ,  s u r -  
p r i s e d  u s  y e t  a g a i n ,  b y  c o m m i t t i n g  some  o f  the  t a c k l e  ( u n s e l f i s h l y  d i s c o v e r e d  t o  be h i s  
? o p u l a r  a m m u n i t i o n  c a n i s t e r )  t o  a n  u n t e t h e r e d  d e s c e n t  o f  the m a i n  p i t c h ,  b y  d i n t  o f  
c o n s e r v i n g  p r e c i o u s  t i m e .  T h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  i t s  contents w a s  p r e s e r v e d  b y  the  
e x p l o s i v e  r e a c t i o n  o f  the b o x  u p o n  i m p a c t .  T h e  d e l i c a t e  w o r k i n g s  o f  h i s  s t o w e d  w r i s t -  
w a t c h  c u n n i n g l y  i n s u l a t e d  i n s i d e  a  p a i r  o f  u n i q u e l y  p a t t e r n e d  u n d e r s h o r t s  ( these the 
a u t h o r  f o u n d  t o  be o f  d u b i o u s  t a s t e ) .  

T h e  C r y s t a l  P o o l ,  seen d r y  f o r  the f i r s t  t i m e  i n  i t s  a n t i q u i t y ,  w a s  n e g o t i a t e d  a s  - c a r e f u l l y  a s  HUME-anly p o s s i b l e  t o  g r e e t  three p r o m i s i n g  p a s s a g e s  w e n d i n g  their way 
in to  the DANK ether. ( g e t t i n g  s l i g h t l y  s e r i o u s )  T h e  o b v i o u s  f i r s t  p a s s a g e  t o  t he  
l e f t  o f  the l l p o o l "  e n d e d  a b r u p t l y  i n  the h o r i z o n t a l  sense, h o l d s  b e c o m i n g  m o r e  
t e n u o u s  a s  one a s c e n d e d .  A t  the b o t t o m  o f  t h i s  a v e n  i s  a  s m a l l  b u t  p e r h a p s  d i v e a b l e  
sump f i l l e d  w i t h  i n v i t i n g  w a t e r .  T h i s  d r a i n s  f rom the l a r g e r  p o o l .  

( l e ss  s e r i o u s )  C o n t i n u i n g  r i g h t  a l o n g  t h r o u g h  "the p o o l "  ( c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  5-8cm l a y e r  
o f  u l t r a f i n e  f r a g i l e  c r y s t a l s )  l e d  to  a  f u r t h e r  c h a m b e r ,  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  c a v e  p e a r l s  
( p l u n d e r ! ) ,  he l i c t i t e s  and s u n d r y  a t t r a c t i v e  f o r m a t i o n s  ( r a p e ! )  s o a r i n g  t o  l o f t y  
h e i g h t s  b e y o n d  the a c t i v e  r a d i i  o f  o u r  m o d e s t  i l l u m i n a t i o n s  ( i e .  u n c l i m b a b l e ! ) .  
F u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n ,  e x i t  s t a g e  r i g h t ,  r e v e a l e d  a  l o n g e r  s t r e a m w a y ,  f l o o r e d  i n  p a r t s  
i n  a  b r e a k a b l e  c r u s t  o f  l a y e r e d  c a l c i t e  ( B  l a  n e i g e  d l a l p i n e )  e n d i n g  i n  y e t  a n o t h e r  
v e r t i c a l  way. A  p o o l i n g  o f  the  c o m b i n e d  r o c k c l i m b i n g  s k i l l  and e x p e r i e n c e  o f  
the  d a r i n g  Fisher and  a u t h o r  h a s t i l y  l e d  t o  the c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  c l i m b i n g  t h i s  w a s  o u t  
o f  the  q u e s t i o n .  ( s e r i o u s )  T h e s e  a v e n s  may be p r o d u c t i v e l y  e x p l o r e d ,  b u t  o n l y  t i m e  
c o n s u m i n g  a i d  m e t h o d s  w o u l d  g u a r a n t e e  the s a f e t y  n e c e s s a r y  i n  c l i m b i n g  so r e m o t e  f r o m  
the  s u r f a c e .  

( o n l y  a  b i t  s e r i o u s )  R e v i c t u a l l i n g  o f  the m i d d l e  i n t e s t i ne  l e d  t o  a f r e n e t i c  f r e n z y  
\, o f  e x p l o r a t i o n  even m o r e  intense t h a n  b e f o r e .  H u r l i n g  o u r s e l v e s  b e y o n d  the  

p r e v i o u s l y  known l i m i t s  o f  the "Chamber o f  the L o n g  White S t r a w s v  i n t o  a  b r a v e  n e w  
extension. T h i s  p r o v e d  t o  be a  s t e e p e n i n g  r i f t  b e y o n g  a  s i z e a b l e  c h a m b e r .  (not  
s e r i o u s  a t  a l l )  D a r i n g  D a l e ' s  d i r e t i s s i m a  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  w a s  d e f e r r e d  f o r  w a n t  
o f  a d d i t i o n a l  h o u r a g e .  T h u s l y ,  o u r  b r a v e  g r o u p ,  p l e a s a n t l y  s t u f f e d  .... er ,  t i r e d ,  was  
l e f t  g a z i n g  upward  t o  a  m a s s i v e  block, a p p e a r i n g  b y  d e c e i t  t o  b a r  f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s .  
O u r  s t o u t  w i l l s  believe th i s  w i l l  u l t i m a t e l y  go.  

O u r  e s c a p e  f rom the centre o f  the e a r t h  was  e f f e c t e d  s a f e l y ,  h a m p e r e d  o n l y  b y  a  
recent i n n o v a t i o n  known a s  " T h e  M a g i c  F 1  y i n g  C a r p e t  R o p e  P r o t e c t o r  Device", th i s  
may not w a r r a n t  f u r t h e r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  f o r  r e a s o n s  o f  p a t e n t i n g  s a m e ,  T h e  g r e a t  
f i s s u r e . .  .er,  Fisher a p p e a r e d  t o  g r o w  q u i t e  g i d d y  a s  we  r e t u r n e d  t o  the  horseless 
c a r r i a g e s .  He f e l l  on h i s  h i p  s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  b l a m i n g  t h i s  on the i n e r t i a l  
i n sens ib i l i t i e s  o f  h i s  b u l g i n g  b a c k p a c k .  

A c c o m p a n y i n g  d i a g r a m  b y  k i n d  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  the " S a v e  the W a i l e s  ( f r o m  d r i n k )  
F o u n d a t i o n " .  

s i  g n e d ,  
T h e  A u t h o r  (Nick Hume) 

N .  B .  Any  p e r s o n s  c h a n c i n g  u p o n  A n d r e w  B r i g g s  o u t  e x e r c i s i n g  h i s  d o g  m i g h t  p e r h a p s  
c o n s i d e r  the v i r t u e  o f  a d d r e s s i n g  their c o n v e r s a t i o n s  t o  the m u t t .  

* * * * * * X * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
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JF14:  D w a r r o w d e l f  

P a r t y :  S t e f a n  & R o l a n  E b e r h a r d ,  A n d r e w  B r i g g s  

Y e t  a g a i n  T.C.C. j o i n e d  forces w i t h  S .C.S.  t o  f f d o l l  a n o t h e r  " c l a s s i c f f  c a v e .  JF14 i s  the 
l o w e s t  o f  the three e n t r a n c e s  in to  Khazad-Dum and m u s t  r a t e  a s  o n e  o f  the best s i g n l e  
r o p e  t e c h n i q u e  c a v e s  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  I t  i s  v i r t u a l l y  a  s i n g l e  s h a f t  g o i n g  down f o r  over 
230 m! B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s ,  r o c k f a l l  i s  a  m a j o r  d a n g e r .  For e x a m p l e ,  a  c a v e r  a t  the b o t t o m  
o f  the  l a s t  p i t c h  c a n  come t o  " i n t i m a t e "  t e r m s  w i t h  a n y  rocks d i s l o d g e d  f r o m  the t o p  
o f  the n e x t  p i t c h  103m d i r e c t 1  y  a b o v e .  

A f t e r  a  f a i r l y  e a r l y  s t a r t  f rom H o b a r t ,  a  c u p  o f  c o f f e e  w i t h  Max and  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  
the  ANM g a t e - k e e p e r ,  we s t a r t e d  the  3 0 m i n  w a l k  t o  the c a v e  a t  a b o u t  l o a m .  O u r  h e a v y  
p a c k s  r e m i n d e d  u s  o f  the 300m o f  r o p e  we w e r e  c a r r y i n g , p l u s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a l l  the other 
t a c k l e  t h a t  g o e s  w i t h  S.R.T. 

A r r i v i n g  a t  the e n t r a n c e  we p r o c e e d e d  w i t h  the g e t t i n g  d r e s s e d  s y n d r o m e  and  p r e - t r i p  
m u m b l i n g s  o f  " this i s  horrible" etc. T h e  f i r s t  p i t c h  o f  21.51n was  r i g g e d  and R o l a n  
d e s c e n d e d  w i t h  lOOm o f  r o p e  w r a p p e d  a r o u n d  h i m  " t o  e n s u r e  a  s o f t  l a n d i n g f f .  I f o l l o w e d  
w i t h  a n o t h e r  lOOm o f  r o p e  a s  b a l l a s t  and S t e f a n  came down l a s t  t o  p l a c e  the  r o p e  
p r o t e c t o r s .  T h e  p l a n  w a s  t h a t  R o l a n  and  m y s e l f  m u l d  r i g ,  l e a v i n g  S t e f a n  t o  p l a c e  the 
a l l  i m p o r t a n t  r o p e  p r o t e c t o r s  w h i l e  we c o n t i n u e d  down. -- 
T h e  t o p  p i t c h  l e a d s  i n to  a  c h i m n e y  and  a f t e r  8m o f  e a s y  c l i m b i n g  the  t o p  o f  the  s e c o n d  
p i t c h  i s  r e a c h e d .  T h i s  r i g g e d ,  we d e s c e n d e d  the 28m t o  a  s m a l l  g r a v e l  f l o o r e d  chamber .  \- 

G r e a t  c a r e  i s  n e e d e d  on these t w o  p i t c h e s  d u e  t o  loose rock. B o t h  a r e  a g a i n s t  the w a l l  
and both h a d  w a t e r  d r i p p i n g  down t h e m ,  n o t  a  g r e a t  q u a n t i t y ,  b u t  l i t t l e  d i d  we k n o w  w h a t  
w a s  t o  come.  

T h e  t h i r d  p i t c h  i s  r i g g e d  o f f  t w o  bo l t s ,  one a b o v e  the d r o p  and the other a t  the e n t r a n c e  
o f  the awkward f f t u n n e l "  l e a d i n g  t o  i t .  W e  c o u l d  o n l y  f i n d  the  one a t  the p i t c h  t o p  
( w h i c h  c o u l d  be m o v e d  w i t h  one f i n g e r ) ,  a s m a l l  f l a k e  o f  rock j u s t  a b o v e  the bo l t  w a s  
a l s o  u s e d  a s  w e l l  a s  a  t i e  o f f  b a c k  t o  the r o p e  f rom the  s e c o n d  p i t c h .  T h i s  p i t c h  o f  
46.6m l e a d s  dcwn t o  a  l a r g e  l e d g e  w h e r e  a  f u r t h e r  p i t c h  o f  10.4m l e a d s  t o  the t o p  o f  the  
f i n a l  l o o m  s h a f t .  

G r e a t  c a r e  w a s  t a k e n  p r o t e c t i n g  the r o p e  on the t h i r d  p i t c h  a s  there a r e  s e v e r a l  n a s t y  
r u b  p o i n t s ,  one o f  w h i c h  o c c u r r s  when the r o p e  c o m e s  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  the o p p o s i t e  s i d e  o f  
the s h a f t  a b o u t  15m b e l o w  the  a n c h o r  p o i n t .  W e  a l s o  took the p r e c a u t i o n  o f  r e - a n c h o r i n g  
t o  a  b o l l a r d  a b o u t  30m f r o m  the  t o p .  T h e s e  l a s t  t w o  p i t c h e s  a r e  d r y  w h i c h  i s  a  g r e a t  
r e l i e f  when p r u s i k i n g  o u t .  

We r i g g e d  the f i f t h  p i t c h  w i t h  t w o  f l o o r  b o u l d e r s  and  d e s c e n d e d  t o  f i n d  the e n t r a n c e  
s t r e a m  r e - e m e r g i n g  10m down. T h e r e  w a s  not a  g r e a t  q u a n t i t y  o f  w a t e r  b u t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  

U r e d u c e  o u r  f i e l d  o f  v i s i o n  to  less  t h a n  5m and s a t u r a t i n g  u s  w i t h i n  m i n u t e s .  T h e  5 t h  
p i t c h  i s  36m and  a l t h o u g h  th is  i s  the same  s h a f t  a s  the f i n a l  p i t c h ,  one c a n  s t e p  onto a  sm 
rock s t r e w n  l e d g e  t o  t i e  o f f  f o r  the f i n a l  m i n d - b l o w i n g  a b s e i l .  

T h e  f i n a l  p i t c h  t i e - o f f  h a s  three bolts a l l  a t  chest h e i g h t .  T h e  l e f t  one i s  p o o r ,  t he  
m i d d l e  o n e  i s  f a i r  and  the r i g h t  h a n d  one i s  good .  W e  t i e d  o f f  t o  the t w o  good bo l t s  a s  
w e l l  a s  the r o p e  f r o m  the p r e v i o u s  p i t c h .  T h i s  p i t c h  i s  a  r e a l  good one, it f r e e - h a n g s  
down the  centre o f  a  4m X 8m o v a l  s h a f t .  I t  was  j u s t  l i k e  a  g i g a n t i c  p i p e ,  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  
w a t e r .  By the  t i m e  we g o t  t o  the b o t t o m  o f  t h i s  67m s h a f t ,  " w e t  b e h i n d  the  e a r s "  w o u l d  
h a v e  been a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  d e s c r i p t i o n .  A p a t h y ,  l e t h a r g y ,  s t u p i d i t y ,  e tc .  r a p i d 1  y  took 
control and a f t e r  a  look a t  the sump (No. 1 )  and  the  f i n a l  w a t e r f a l l  f r o m  " K . D .  ", we 
b e g a n  the  horrible p r u s i k  o u t .  

While S t e f a n  r i g g e d  u p  t o  s t a r t  o u t ,  R o l a n  a s s i s t e d  me t o  t a k e  s e v e r a l  p h o t o s ,  and then 
d i s c o v e r e d  a  r i f t  w h i c h  d r o p s  15-20m i n t o  a s t r e a m w a y  " w i t h  w a t e r  even f f ,  b u t  was  u n a b l e  
t o  c l i m b  down. He was  s u r e  t h a t  n o b o d y  h a d  been i n  i t  b e f o r e  a s  it i s  v e r y  w e l l  h i d d e n .  

a l l  

T h e  p r u s i k  u p  the f i r s t  p i t c h  w a s  " a n i m a l  l'. Once u p ,  the  r o p e  was  p u l l e d  u p  and c o i l e d  
r e a d y  so i t  c o u l d  be p u l l e d  u p  y e t  a g a i n .  T h i s  h a p p e n e d  s i x  t i m e s  u n t i l  we h a d  a  
" b l e e d i n '  g r e a t  p i l e "  o f  w e t  r o p e  on the  s u r f a c e  r e a d y  f o r  the  g r o v e l  b a c k  t o  the c a r .  
W e  w e r e  a l l  o u t  b y  8 .15pm a f t e r  9 h o u r s  u n d e r g r o u n d .  

A n d r e w  B r i g g s .  



S p e l e o  S p i e l  No. 1 6 6  
~ p r i l / M a y ,  1 9 8 1 .  P a g e  9 .  

P i  tch D e t a i  1 s  f o r  D w a r r o w d e l f  JF14-  

1 .  21.5m - b e l a y  to tree on e a s t  s i d e  o f  e n t r a n c e  - 2  r o p e  p r o t e c t o r s  

2 .  28m - b e l a y  t o  m e d i u m  s i z e  b o l l a r d  a l m o s t  d i r e c t l y  a b o v e  p i t c h  - 3  p r o t e c t o r s  

3 .  46.6m - t w o  bo l t s  - one over p i t c h  t o p ,  one a t  the  e n t r a n c e  o f  the SW t e n d i n g  
t u n n e l .  From c h a m b e r  a t  the b o t t o m  o f  the  2nd p i t c h .  T i e  b a c k  t o  2nd p i t c h  - 
5 p r o t e c t o r s .  Can a l s o  r e - b e l a y  r o p e  a b o u t  30m down. 

4 .  10.4m - b e l a y  t o  l a r g e  f l o o r  b o u l d e r  - l p r o t e c t o r  

5 .  36m - b e l a y  t o  f l o o r  b o u l d e r s ,  l a r g e  hex p l a c e d  a b o u t  h a l f w a y ' d o w n  t o  e a s e  
r u b  p o i n t s .  - 3  p r o t e c t o r s  

6 .  66m - 3  bol t s  - a s  i n  t r i p  - 2 p r o t e c t o r s .  
..................... 

P a r t y :  P e t e r  W a t t s ,  G e o f f  F i s h e r ,  A n d r e w  B r i g g s  

T h e  a i m  o f  t h i s  d a y  t r i p  was  t o  "do" a  b i t  o f  d i g g i n g .  F i r s t 1  y ,  we w e n t  t o  the 
n e w l y  f o u n d  c a v e  i n  the  l a r g e  h i l l  n e a r  the "lone p i n e " .  T h i s  c a v e  i s  known f o r  i t s  
" i g h t  s q u e e z e s  a n d  m u d ,  anyway  I w a s  keen t o  go b a c k  and  e n l a r g e  the  a i r - s p a c e .  W e  d u g  t h r u  

a b o u t  l m )  t o  a  s m a l l  c h a m b e r  and a f t e r  f u r t h e r  d i g g i n g  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  the c a v e  was 
'* -- c o m p l e t e l y  c h o k e d  w i t h  mud ( b o r i n g )  b u t  it i s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  c a v e  a l l  the same.  

W e  then w e n t  t o  a  v e r y  s m a l l  e n t r a n c e  t h a t  G e o f f  d i s c o v e r e d  l a s t  y e a r .  I t  i s  l o c a t e d  
a b o u t  150m SW o f  JF329 and  20m SW o f  JF326.  We found  it and a f t e r  d i g g i n g  f o r  a n  
h o u r  d e c i d e d  t h a t  we c o u l d  not g e t  i n  the e n t r a n c e , w e  h a d  m a d e ,  so Peter moved  a r o u n d  
the  h i l l  and t o g e t h e r  w i t h  G e o f f  h a d  e x c a v a t e d  a  l a r g e  hole i n  less  t h a n  5 m i n s .  Well ,  
i n  we w e n t  a n d  e x p l o r e d  a b o u t  150m o f  p a s s a g e ,  some  q u i t e  w e l l  d e c o r a t e d .  W e  l o o k e d  
a t  a l l  the  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  and  f i n d i n g  no m o r e ,  r e t r e a t e d  f o r  l u n c h  . 
A f t e r  a  rest etc. ,  we w e n t  b a c k  t o  JF329  w i t h  a  c r o w - b a r  t o  d i g  o u t  a  p r o m i s i n g  l o o k i n g  
l e a d ,  and h a d  g r e a t  f u n  g e t t i n g  the b a r  t h r u  the S  b e d  L s q u e e z e " .  Once the h a r d  work  
w a s  d o n e ,  it was  f o u n d  t o  l e a d  b a c k  t o  a  known p a r t  o f  the  c a v e ,  b u t  on the other s i d e  
o f  the " s q u e e z e n .  W e  then r e t r e a t e d  i n  d i s g u s t  t o  M a x r s  f o r  c o f f e e  and  then home for 
m o r e  c o f f e e .  

A n d r e w  B r i  g g s .  

Q u o t e s  o f  the w e e k :  " T h e r e l s  mud i n  here". ' # T h i s  hole i s  t i g h t .  M 
Andy .  

: Andy  w a n t s  t o  sell a  50m E d e l r i d  " C l a s s i c "  l l m m  c l i m b i n g  r c p e .  Used  o n l y  once 
&"min t  c o n d i t i o n w .  What  o f f e r ?  

..................... 

J u n e e  A r e a  - 2 . 5 . 8 1  

P a r t y :  A n d r e w  B r i g g s  & T r e v o r  W a i l e s  

T h i s  t r i p  was  t o  be a  " S e s a m e  II" j a u n t  b u t  d u e  t o  the u s u a l  s l a c k n e s s  o n l y  t w o  TCC 
members  c o u l d  m a n a g e  t o  g e t  o f f  their b u t t s  and  d o  some  c a v i n g .  T r e v o r  w a n t e d  t o  h a v e  
a  look a t  a  p h r e a t i c  t u b e  i n  the J u n e e  R e s u r g e n c e  so away we w e n t .  

F i r s t  h o w e v e r ,  we h a d  a  look a t  JF90  ( V a n d a l i z a t i o n  C a v e )  and t h a n k s  t o  Max J e f f r i e s ,  
who showed  u s  the  e n t r a n c e ,  we s p e n t  s e v e r a l  h o u r s  g r o v e l l i n g  a r o u n d  i n  the c a v e .  
I t  i s  t i g h t ,  muddy and  not w o r t h  a  s e c o n d  v i s i t .  

T h e n  a f t e r  l u n c h ,  the  t w o  o f  u s  t r o t t e d  i n t o  the J u n e e  R e s u r g e n c e  t o  d i g  i n  the p h r e a t i c  
t u b e .  B u t  the one we w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  w a s  f u l l  o f  w a t e r ,  so we d u g  i n  a  s e c o n d  t u b e .  I 
d o n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  the  p r o s p e c t s  a r e  b u t  we p r o g r e s s e d  a b o u t  t w e n t y  f e e t  and c a n  see 
a n o t h e r  s i x  fee t .  I t  i s  q u i t e  r e w a r d i n g  b u t  I d o n ' t  recommend i t .  

A f t e r  s e v e r a l  h o u r s  i n  the c a v e  we came o u t  and  we lcomed  s o u p  s u p p l i e d  b y  T r e v o r  and 
B a r b i e  S h a p e s  c o u r t e s y  o f  Andy .  T h a n k s  t o  Max f o r  c o f f e e ,  h e l p  i n  f i n d i n g  JF90 and  
h i s  shovel. 

A n d r e w  B r i g g s ,  E s q .  ( !?** !?#)  
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MANAG ER.... BILL NICHOSON , 002, 446343 

LOWER LEEL 'EASTLAN DS " ROSNV, TAS. 70 15 .. a 

WHEN A YOUNG MA& FANCY TURNS TO T)IOUGHTS*~-; 
OF M E  MOUNTAINS, ROCK & ICE, CAVES & BUSHWALKING 
THEN THINK OF US! 

WE HAVE A COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF - - 
CAVING, CUMING &i SBUSHWALKING EQUIPMENT 
SO  ME IN NW/ L CHECK OOT OUR RANGE OF T 
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