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NEWSLETTER OF THE TASMANIAN CAVERNEERING CLUB 
Annual subsc r ip t i on  $5.00 S ing le  copies 50 cents 

President: Trevor  Wailes, 1/4 Vantona Rd., Sandy Bay,7005. Ph: 251801 (H) 

Secretary: Chr is  Davies, 2 Elanore Place, W. Moonah, 7009. Ph: 724104 (H) 

Treasurer: Diana Davies, 391A Nelson Rd., Mt.Nelson,7005. Ph: 202669 ( W )  

Edi tor :  
(237804 (H) 

S t u a r t  Nicholas, 7 Rupert Avenue, New Town ,7009. Ph: 283054 (H) 
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FORWARD PROGRAMME 

Sat. Oct. 17 

Wed. Oct. 21 

Soon 

Thur. Oct. 22 

Sat. Oct. 3 1  &/ 
o r  Sun. Nov.01 

Wed. Nov .04 

Sun. Nov.08 

Wed. Nov.11 

Wed. Nov. l 8  

OWL POT: T o u r i s t  t r i p  organised by Andrew Br iggs 

COMMITTEE MEETING: 8pm a t  7 Rupert Avenue 

KHAZAD-DUM: Another t o u r i s t  t r i p  t o  t h i s  c l a s s i c  cave. S t u a r t  
i s  t h e  bod t o  see about t h i s  one. Poss ib ly  going down t h e  
Serpent ine Passage depending on gear and t ime. ( T r i  p depending 
on weather and people) 

SHOW DAY 

JF341 OR JF142 OR JF147: Who's keen t o  do one o r  more o f  these 
and h o p e f - " f i n m h e m  o f f "?  S t u a r t  i s  keen to ,  so see him 
i f  you a r e  too. 

GENERAL MEETING: 8pm a t  7 Rupert Avenue. The usual requ i re -  
ment f o r  enter ta inment  s t i l l  stands, so b r i n g  y o u r s e l f  along! 

IDA BAY: Track c l e a r i n g  and scrub bashing (several  promising 
holes noted) on new t r a z k  t o  E x i t  Cave. B r ing  t r a c k  forming 
gear - mattock, scrub hook, spade, e t c .  D r i ve  t o  top  o f  Lune 
R iver  quarry.  Please support t h i s  day as i t  w i l l  add consider-  
ab l y  t o  t h e  work a l ready  done by Roy Skinner and Co. on t h i s  
t rack .  

FILM NIGHT: Cl imbers Club o f  Tasmania has organised some great  
c l imb ing  f i l m s  f o r  t h i s  n igh t  t o  be shown a t  Rosny Col lege 
s t a r t i n g  6.30pm. See ins ide  f o r  more d e t a i l s .  

COMMITTEE MEETING: Usual time and venue. I f  you have anyth ing 
t o  d iscuss concerning the running o f  the  T.C.C., come t o  a 
meeting and have your  say. 

AS USUAL t r i p s  w i l l  occur o t h e r  than those l i s t e d  here, so keep i n  touch i f  you' re 
keen t o  go i n t o  the  underworld. 

I s  anyone i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a Christmas p a r t y  dur ing December? Poss ib ly  a counter  
tea somewhere w i t h  a few lemon squashes a f t e r !  

Wed. Dec. 02 GENERAL MEETING: 8pm a t  7 Rupert Avenue. On t h i s  day the  
e d i t o r  w i l l  be 10,000 days o ld !  

I f  recent i n d i c a t i o n s  a re  anyth ing t o  go by, t he  era o f  ep i c  and rugged t r i p s  i s  
here again. This  i s  g r e a t  f o r  cavers w i t h  the experience and i n c l  i n a t i o n  t o  par- 
take i n  these t r i p s .  But  what o f  new bods o r  those n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  animal 
epics? 

There are c u r r e n t l y  q u i t e  a l a r g e  number o f  r e l a t i v e l y  new bods i n  our c l u b  f o r  
whom some eas ie r  t r i p s  should be run. The hard men (and women!) w i l l  do t h e i r  
own th ings  regardless b u t  what about a few less  demanding t r i p s  occas iona l l y?  

Nevertheless, i t ' s  s t i l l  g r e a t  t o  see some hard a c t i o n  coming a long t h i s  Summer - 
r o l l  on t h e  deep ten!  
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CLUB NEWS 

- The annual d inner  l a s t  month was a great  h i t  w i t h  everyone. A good t ime was had 
by the  t h i r t y  odd bods who went along t o  L e t i t i a ' s  Restaurant which proved i t s e l f  
t o  be q u i t e  a reasonable ea t i ng  house, complete w i t h  music and dance f l o o r .  
Some members even weakened t o  the  extent  o f  making use o f  the  f l o o r  ( f o r  dancing, 
t h a t  i s )  ! 

- S t i l l  on the  sub jec t  o f  t h e  dinner,  a f t e r  some confusion, Pro f .  Carey missed 
paying f o r  h i s  meal. However, a cheque du l y  a r r i v e d  i n  t he  ma i l  t o  the  value of 
$50.00, t h e  change f rom the  d inner  cost  being a donat ion t o  the  c lub .  Thank you 
Prof .  f o r  support ing T.C.C. i n  t h i s  way and indeed being invo lved i n  t he  Club's 
formation. Where would we be w i thou t  i t ? !  

- Anyone wishing t o  buy gear, e.g. krabs, a t  mainland p r i c e s  r i g h t  here i n  
Hobart, see S tua r t .  Via a contac t ,  who has a contact ,  who has a contact ,  who has 
a.......etc., c l imb ing  type gear can be obta ined a t  reasonable p r i ces .  
A1 t e r n a t i v e l y ,  see Doug Bruce a t  a cl imbers c l u b  meeting. 

- On t h e  sub jec t  o f  t he  Climbers Club of Tasmania, a FILM EVENING i s  t o  be held 
on Wednesday, November, 11, s t a r t i n g  6.30pm. a t  Rosny Col lege. Four French 
c l imb ing  f i l m s  a r e  t o  be shown and another t h r e e  from t h e  Nat ional  F i l m  L ib ra ry  
have been ordered i n c l u d i n g  Sent ine l ,  The West Face and The Old Man o f  Hoy. 
A l l  i n  a l l  i t  should be a g rea t  evening so why n o t  go a long and see how the 
c l imbers l i v e !  Admission i s  FREE, bu t  supper w i l l  be prov ided f o r  a fee .  

- Back on the  sub jec t  o f  gear, B i l l  Nicholson, w i l l  be i nvo l ved  i n  the  cormence- 
ment o f  Paddy P a l l i n ' s  f i r s t  shop i n  Tassie, r i g h t  here i n  Hobart. The shop 
i s  due t o  open on November 2 i n  C r i t e r i o n  S t r e e t  and should do wonders f o r  the 
outdoor gear market i n  Hobart. 

- S t i l l  on gear, Caving Equipment has a sale on a t  t he  moment w i t h  some good 
bargains t o  be had. Also o f f e r i n g  are two p r i z e s  t o  the  value o f  around $110. 
To be e l i g i b l e  however, you must buy gear t o  the  value o f  $200 o r  more before 
November 30! Why n o t  group together  and send o f f  a  bu l k  o rder  f o r ,  say, 
384 krabs!  Maybe we should buy anorher 200m r o l l  o f  rope t o  keep the f i r s t  
r o l l  (which a r r i v e d  r e c e n t l y )  company. The new rope has y e t  t o  be cu t  so, if 
you con t r i bu ted  t o  i t s  cost ,  why not  t e l l  me your  thoughts on how i t  should be 
cut .  ................................................................................. 
TRIP REPORTS 

The ep i c  f o l l o w i n g  dep ic ts  a saga o f  human ( ? )  courage, s t reng th  and endurance, 
i e .  a  f a i r l y  normal Serend ip i ty  t r i p !  Yours t r u l y  ( t h e  E d i t o r )  managed by 
devious means t o  avo id  going, b u t  i s  keen t o  v i s i t  t h i s  "He l l  Hole" some time 
i n  the  f u t u r e .  

The area: F l o r e n t i n e  Val ley,  S.E. o f  Growling Swal l e t  

The team: Rol an Eberhard, Stefan Eberhard, Trevor  Wai l es , Andrew Br iggs and, 
Nick Hume ( t h e  o n l y  person I know who'd go on a 40m deep wreck d i ve  the  next day 
apparent ly  w i t h o u t  waking up!) 

The cave: SERENDIPITY - poss ib l y  A u s t r a l i a ' s  toughest cave. 

Unexpected good l u c k  and f o r t u n e  continues t o  the  bottom o f  t h i s ,  poss ib ly  the 
hardest t r i p  y e t !  OR maybe 1'11 j u s t  watch! Read t h e  book and see the  movie 
when i t  comes out .  

This i s  the  account o f  the 7 th /8 th  t r i p  t o  t h i s  most d i s t a n t  area o f  Junee/ 
F lo ren t i ne  Kars t  y e t  explored t o  y i e l d  s i g n i f i c a n t  cave development. O r i g i n a l l y  
found by S. & R. Eberhard about 12 months ago, on each o f  t h e  subsequent explor- 
a t i ons  e i t h e r  bad weather o r  l a c k  o f  equipment had thwarted attempts t o  bottom 
i t  (wherever t he  bottom o f  i t  i s ) .  The prev ious at tempt a t  t h i s  t r i p  had 
provided a s t rong team and a h igh  degree o f  o rgan isa t ion .  On a Thursday about 
2mths ago, S te fan  and Rolan were t o  r i g  the  system down t o  the  l i m i t  o f  explora- 
t i o n  and e x i t .  On the  Saturday a strong con t i ngen t  o f  T.C.C. members was t o  
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take e x t r a  rope, e tc .  and push onwards and downwards t o  what we hoped was t o  be 
a  new A u s t r a l i a n  depth record!  But.. . . . . .on the  Wednesday, i t  snowed! ! ! 

A t  the  t ime o f  o rgan isa t i on  i t  seemed a  p r e t t y  s lack team t h a t  committed them- 
selves. The Eberhards were keen, Andrew seemed almost keen, Nick wanted t o  go 
d i v i n g  and s a i d  h e ' d  h e l p  ca r ry  gear i n  then leave maybe, and mysel f ,  no t  very 
en thus ias t i c  b u t  thought I might go j u s t  t o  watch a l l  t he  gear being ca r r i ed  
i n .  ( I  l i k e  work; I can watch i t  fo r  hours on end!) 

For a  p leasant  change, we were i n  no g rea t  h u r r y  t o  g e t  t o  t he  A.N .M. gate as 
we had a l ready  decided i t  had t o  be an overn igh t  s tay .  Once through the gate, 
Andrew and mysel f  drove up t o  the s t a r t  o f  the  Growling Swal le t  t r ack  wh i le  
Stefan and Rolan drove round t o  the l o g  near t he  Homestead and waited f o r  Nick 
t o  leave h i s  veh i c le  f o r  an ea r l y  morning getaway! Andrew and I waited, and 
l i s t e n e d  t o  "Hurr icane" Dylan and wai ted,  and d i d  the  crossword and waited, 
and watched the  th rea ten ing  r a i n  clouds pass by overhead and wai ted,  and then 
decided t o  go l ook  f o r  t he  r e s t  o f  the  group which passed us as sooc as we s e t  
o f f .  I ' m  s t i l l  no t  sure what caused t h e i r  delay b u t  i t  was something t o  do 
w i t h  Nick having no wheels on h i s  o f f - r o a d  Toyota ( ? )  

To c u t  a  long,  sweaty t r e k  shor t ,  If hours l a t e r ,  we a r r i v e d  a t  t he  i n s i g n i f i -  
cant  stream s ink  t h a t  was Serendip i ty ,  which we considered an achievement i n  
i t s e l f  and indeed, i t  i s .  Nick by now had decided t o  have another l3ok i n  
( h i s  second t r i p ) ;  I was s t i l l  content  t o  watch! The group was s p l i t  i n t o  
an advance r i g g i n g  p a r t y  Stefan, Nick, a  watching p a r t y  (me! ) , and a  p ro tec t i ng  
group, Andrew and Rolan. We a;l changed s lowly ,  ( i t ' s  funny how a f t s r  s t rugg l i ng  
i n t o  a  wetsui t, one remembers he has d iarrhoea and h a s t i l y  r i p s  i t  c f f  behind 
( l i t e r a l l y )  a  convenient sassafras t r e e . )  On r e t u r n i n g  t o  the group, Rolan 
pronounces he has f l u  and maybe w i l l  j u s t  watch Andrew p r o t e c t .  Andrew reckons 
he had a  l a t e  n i g h t  and might  only  go t o  the  top  o f  t he  f i r s t  p i t c h  (Cathedral 
P i t c h ) .  This  the  usual T.C.C. happy apathy hour. 

So i n t o  some caving f o r  which the T.C.C. o f  l a t e  i s  notren0wned.Nic.c and Stefan 
l ead  o f f  watched by me. I t ' s  2 f a i r l y  narrow s l o t  b u t  d ry  and i t  bpasses a  
l a r g e  wet breakdown area o f  suspect b lack  l imestone b locks.  A ser ies  of shor t  
c l imbs b r i ngs  one t o  a  more s o l i d  passage c a r r y i n g  the  stream down c 3  the i n i t i a l  
j u n c t i o n  o f  a  cross passage. The water f lows under what appears t o  ,e a  s o l i d  
w a l l  and t o  f o l l o w  i t  puts  one i n  a  very  squa l i d  wet crawl , a  r i g h t  t u rn  and 
a  l f m  c l imb  up i n t o  a  d r y  phreat ic  tube which i s  an easy crawl f o r  raybe 9m 
then i n t o  a  downward s l o p i n g  chamber t o  the  f i r s t  p i t c h  - s i l e n t  and dry,  
almost f r i e n d l y .  Nick and Stefan have r e a d i l y  r i gged  and Nick i s  on h i s  way 
down fo l l owed  by Stefan w h i l e  I watch. I w a i t  a  w h i l e  t h i n k i n g  the  others 
won ' t  be f a r  behind and g i ve  the r i g g i n g  p a r t y  10 mins. t o  ge t  on and r i g  the  
nex t  p i t c h .  A c i g a r e t t e  i s  comfort ing w i thou t  anyone complaining o f  stench and 
fog. A t  length ,  w i t h  the  rearguard p a r t y  s t i l l  n o t  a r r i ved ,  I rope up and begin 
the  30m descent o f  the  dry ,  f r ee  hanging p leasan t l y  q u i e t  Cathedral p i t ch .  
Nine metres down, the  w a l l ,  cons tan t ly  lm away, shelves o f f  c rea t i ng  the 
e f fec t  o f  a  t h e a t r i c a l  stage o f  about 30m2. Stefan and Rolan had looked a t  t h i s  
p la t fo rm f o r  leads b u t  found none. On the  f a r  w a l l  o f  t h i s  c i r c u l a r  shaped aven 
i s  a  se r ies  o f  f l u t e d  c a l c i t e  cu r ta ins  g i v i n g  the  e f f e c t  o f  g i a n t  organ pipes, 
hence the  p i t c h  name, Cathedral.  A t r u l y  p leasant  p i t c h  dropping onto a  gen t l y  
s lop ing  boulder  f l o o r  which leads t o  some of t he  bes t  h o r i z c n t a l  development i n  
t he  area. 

The boulder  slope changes t o  good so l  i d  passage i n  l i ght  coloured l inestone w i t h  
the  r o o f  c o n t i n u a l l y  lower ing  t o  what appears t o  be an 18m crawl f l a t  out  - 

' 'J  cas t i ga te "  crawl - n o t  so punishing e n t e r i n g  the  system b u t  c rue l  on the r e t u r n  
w i t h  wet heavy t a c k l e  bags t o  manoeuvre. The r o o f  r i s e s  and gen t l e  serpent ine 
passage leads t o  an aven where the stream crashes down on i t s  r e t u r n  t o  make 
our  abandoned sec t i on  very  ac t ive .  A 13m s tep  down i n t o  the  shal low splash 
pool from the  6m h igh  aven w i t h  obvious passage above, g ives a  f i e r c e  momentary 
shower which tends t o  make one s k i p  q u i c k l y  onwards i n t o  narrow serpentine 
passage. A l a r g e  f a l l e n  s lab  gives t h e  choice o f  under, a  roomy crawl i n  the  
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water o r  over, a  sho r t  crawl w i t h  a  squeeze a t  the  end and an awkward take o f f  
back i n t o  the  serpent ine passage fo r  6m and then t o  the chamber p r i o r  t o  the 
second p i t c h  . 
This i s  a  c o l d  and draughty p lace  where I caught up w i t h  Stefan and Nick.  Stefan 
had r igged a  hand l i n e  o u t  i n t o  the  r i f t  t o  a  wedged boulder  and was r i g g i n g  the 
p i t c h  o u t  o f  the water which cascaded down t h i s  second 30m+ p i t c h .  "Deimos", 
an apt name f o r  t h i s  p i t c h  ( t e r r o r )  takes a  good f h r  t o  r i g .  Stefan disappears 
t o  God knows where below, as Andrew and Rolan worm t h e i r  way i n t o  my t i n y  chamber. 
Nick at taches a  C . M . I .  t o  t he  handl ine and t raverses  ou t  t o  t he  "eagles nest" .  
I watch f o r  h i n t s  as my t u r n  i s  nex t  and squat t ing  f o r  so l ong  has g iven me time 
t o  th ink ,  never a  good pastime i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  I d l e  minds .... e tc .?  Nick 
curses the  C.M. I . ,  t he  t a c k l e  bag and the invo lved r i g g i n g  b u t  f i n a l l y  quietens 
down and descends. Deep breath; no t  much conversat ion between us th ree  remaining. 
I choose a  krab t o  use on t h e  handl ine.  The t raverse  i s  through narrow r i f t  which 
b e l l s  ou t  3m below me t o  the  f l o o r  30m+ below. F i ve  metres o u t  i s  the  eagles next, 
a  ha i r y ,  e e r i e  e y r i e .  The s a f e t y  l i n e  i s  necessary - one s l i p  manoeuvreing onto 
t h i s  awkward descent would be f i n a l .  A t  length  I ' m  racked on t o  the  rope and have l 

my safe ty  krab removed and I ' m  of f .  Another f r e e  hanging p i t c h  w i t h  t h e  need 
f o r  a  p r o t e c t o r  about 12m down. Six  metres down and I s t a r t  g e t t i n g  sprayed on, 
the l a s t  12-15m i s  wet b u t  n o t  as wet as what i s  t o  come! 

This i s  t he  l a r g e s t  chamber so f a r  encountered i n  t h i s  system, 30m+ h igh ,  9m wide 
and 15m long w i t h  another small stream enter ing  from the  opposi te s ide  converging 
i n  the base o f  the chamber and f l ow ing  i n t o  more serpent ine passage. S ix  metres 
o f  t h i s  narrow passage b r i ngs  us t o  an 8~ drop which has been r i gged  w i t h  a  hand- 
l i n e  ( e s s e n t i a l ) .  I t ' s  a  wet descent i n  f u l l  stream t o  even narrower serpent ine 
passage. This  i s  hard work w i t h  tack le  bags and c l imb ing  up ou t  o f  t he  stream to  
secure wider  and eas ie r  movement eventual ly  b r i ngs  me t o  a  small area o f  breakdown 
wi th  the very wet "Deluge" p i t c h  immediately f o l l ow ing .  Things a re  going smoothly 
w i th  no t  too much w a i t i n g  around, Nick and Stefan working w e l l  and me n o t  g e t t i n g  
t o  watch a l l  I want. 

This p i t c h  i s  something I d i d n ' t  want t o  see. I n  the water f o r  3m down, i t ' s  good 
as only t he  legs  ge t  wet; s tep  across onto an enlarged eyehole ou t  o f  the f u l l  
force o f  the  stream and down 3m - dry,  only  t o  meet the water f u l l  f o r c e  f o r  the 
mext gm. Very wet, having t o  push o f f  the wa l l  behind the  water f a l l  and t r y  and 
pick ou t  the nex t  jump spot .  I thought t o  mysel f  a t  t h i s  stage "going up w i l l  be 
damp" and t r i e d  t o  f o r g e t .  

The serpent ine cont inued harder  and narrower. Th is  seemed a  l ong  s e c t i o n  u n t i l  I 
f i n a l l y  emerged i n  more breakdown w i t h  the r i f t  dropping s teep ly  away under me 
below boulders. A c l imb  through under and over brought me face t o  face w i t h  our 
i n t r e p i d  advance pa r t y .  "He l lo ,  I ' v e  come t o  watch" I said ,  t h i n k i n g  I ' d  had 
enough and would w a i t  here. But,  i n  t h i s  small chamber w i t h  the  wind w h i s t l i n g  
through, I was to1 d  t h i s  was the  end so f a r .  The "Balcony" had a  small ledge 
which l e d  onto a  s lop ing  p i t c h  i n  a  very h igh  chamber. Stefan had descended t o  
a  ledge 30m down which was t h e  absolute l i m i t  o f  past  exp lo ra t i on .  We wai ted i n  
the Balcony f o r  lOmins o r  so u n t i l  Andy and Rolan a r r i v e d  w i t h  the  e x t r a  rope. 

Andy, l i k e  mysel f ,  wasn' t  p lann ing  on doing much more b u t  when the  p i t c h  (Phobos) 
was r igged and Stefan had descended t o  the ledge and r i gged  another 40m o f  rope, 
things were sounding e x c i t i n g .  Rolan went down next,  f o l l owed  by mysel f ,  Andy 
and Nick. The ledge i s  roomy and has p ro tec t i on  from t h e  h a i l  o f  stones t h a t  
precede anyone descending. A l a r g e  boulder i s  a  usefu l  t i e  o f f  p o i n t  and another 
30m down i s  a  f a l s e  f l o o r  o f  huge boulders which, when y o u ' r e  t h e  f i r s t  t o  ever 
stand on them can make you uneasy. I sat  there  th ink ing ,  " I t ' s  a  long way back." 
Stefan and Rolan looked f o r  a  cont inuat ion  downwards b u t  i t  was Nick who 
fo l lowed the  obvious r o u t e  o f  t h e  stream and came t o  another s h o r t  8m p i t c h  leading 
under the  fa lse  f l o o r .  Now was no time t o  t u r n  back - t h e  p i t c h  was r igged.  
Stefan and Nick went down and checked a  poss ib le  cont inuat ion .  They t o l d  us t o  
fo l l ow  and we soon saw t h e  base of the 90m h igh  chamber a f t e r  a 12m c l  imb down 
over boulders . 
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Taking the lead, I headed f o r  t h e  base o f  a w a t e r f a l l  apparent ly  f a l l i n g  t h e  f u l l  
90m. A f t e r  l ook ing  down t h e  sewer which ca r r i ed  the  t o t a l  water o f  t he  system 
and seeing an eyehole which had a 6m drop i n t o  what looked l i k e  a f l o o d  sec t i on  
o f  the descending sewer, I decided I ' d  had enough. Stefan looked down t h i s  
sewer and fol lowed i t  some dis tance.  Rolan and Nick checked ou t  t h e  con t i nu ing  
rift the  o the r  s ide  o f  t h e  main w a t e r f a l l  and repor ted  i t  high,  d r y  w i t h  an 
a c t i v e  stream cross ing  i t  a t  r i g h t  angles. 

I quick ly  caught Andrew up and we began our ascent. We est imated we had t o  c l imb 
out  from the  bottom 200-250m o r  more w i t h  the  tack le .  I had borrowed Alex Tubb's 
chest harness and ascender which I thought  might work eas ie r  than my own. I t  d i d  
and ascending was almost a pleasure. The Serpentine was strenuous and t a c k l e  
bags a niusance. The Deluge p i t c h  was very wet and c o l d  and one o f  my foo t loops  
came a d r i f t  here so I had t o  hop up! Everyone was t i r i n g  b u t  Rolan kept  
disappearing t o  f o l l o w  a l e a d  w h i l e  Andrew and I chewed on chocolate and sardines - 
Ugh! 

The f i r s t  30m p i t c h ,  Deimos, was reached and I slowly  ascended. The c l imb up 
i n t o  the eagles nes t  proved h a i r y  aga in  and Andrew who fo l lowed me, had t r o u b l e  
w i t h  h i s  jumar on the  s a f e t y  l i n e  so uncl ipped i t  and wai ted f o r  Nick t o  
r e t r i e v e  i t  on h i s  way t o  t h e  safety o f  our small chamber. The h o r i z o n t a l  sec t ion  
through t o  Cathedral was slow and labor ious .  Cast igate Crawl made arms ache 
and l i p s  curse as heavy wet t a c k l e  bags jammed and wedged i n t o  wearisome s l o t s  
i n  the passage w a l l .  Cathedral a t t a i n e d  by myself and Nick, I r igged  up and 
s ta r ted  the l a s t  strenuous haul up t o  the  surface. With arms crampingyevery 
step up the l a s t  p i t c h  was an achievement. Andrew fo l lowed me up and we p u l l e d  
up lead weight t a c k l e  bags w i t h  leadweighted arms. When we had enough t o  s e t  o f f  
w i t h  we made our way t o  t h e  sur face b u t  t i redness was t e l l i n g  and we weren ' t  
sure o f  the  rou te  ou t  - I c o u l d n ' t  even rememzer coming i n .  We c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  
the e x i t  s l o t  e i t h e r  and so crawled around i n  the entrance breakdown f o r  lOmins 
u n t i l  Andrew loca ted i t  through a maze o f  la rge  b lack  l imestone see-saw 
boulders, j u s t  as Nick caught us up us ing  the normal rou te .  

I t  was an easy squeeze o u t  t h a t  gained us our hard won v i c t o r y  over Serend ip i ty .  
Rolan soon j o ined  us fo l l owed  by Ste fan  15mins l a t e r .  Andy s a i d  "Bloody hard";  
Nick a s ~ e d  "When s h a l l  we survey i t"; I g r i m e d ,  I enjoyed i t .  But Andrew 
was r i g h t !  We changed s low ly  i n  t he  d r i z z l e ,  bu t  t he  evening wasn' t  co ld.  
Two hours l a t e r  saw me (and the  o the rs )  knackered b u t  back a t  t he  cars a f t e r  a 
13 hour absence. "Wow, what a t r i p ! "  Andrew said. "Animal." - no one disagreed, 
they a11 smiled - I watched and smi led too! 

Trevor Wailes. 

Footnote t o  Trev ' S  durable d i  s s e r t a t i  on on Serendi p i t y  : - 
Stefan was coerced i n t o  e x p l o r i n g  a g r o t t y  tube a t  t h e  apparent bottom o f  t h i s  
cave ( "  ..... i t ' s  your  ??#!?! !  cave, so you push i t  .... " )  and d i d  so f o r  
100 metres (30 minutes r e t u r n !  ) i n  chase of the streamway. I t  cont inued 
beyond h i s  f u r t h e s t  p o i n t ,  becoming more animal and "more t i g h t e r " .  

Meantime, Rolan and I sens ib l y  explored a dry, open, serpent ine passage lead ing  
o f f  the wet tube area. Th is  remained p r e t t y  l e v e l ,  winding f o r  200 metres t o  
i n te rsec t  another serpent ine passage conta in ing a small stream. Jogging along 
t h i s  by onese l f  was a r a r e  experience. 

Downstream, e x i t  stage r i g h t ,  kept  going and going, b u t  even tua l l y  choked o f f  
a f t e r  300 metres. Upstream was n o t  explored very f a r ,  before we turned back 
t o  c o l l e c t  Stefan and s t a r t  the  e n t e r t a i n i n g  4 hour t r i p  t o  the  surface. 

Change o f  subject :  My m o t i f  o f  the month i s  - "Cave Divers Can ' t  be S tu f fed "  

Nick Hume. 
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Junee Resurgence - 4 t h  October, 1981. 

Par ty :  Rolan Eberhard, Nick Hume 

A mountain o f  gear was t ranspor ted  t o  Maydena w i t h  much optimism f o r  d i v i n g  t h i s  
i n v i t i n g  sump. A t  the  br idge,  t h e  Junee R iver  was about 2 metres up on i t s  
Summer l e v e l  and running s t rong ly ,  fun, fun, fun! 

A f te r  s u i t i n g  up, we wres t led  the  streamway up t o  the  sump, where you could 
l i t e r a l l y  be swept o f f  your  f e e t .  A l l i e d  w i t h  two f o o t  v i s i b i l i t y ,  we stumbled 
on the  r e a l i s a t i o n  t h a t  pene t ra t i on  d i v ing  was out .  Much p i c t u r e  tak ing  and 
s t u f f i n g  about fo l lowed t h i s  an t ic l imax,  and we "ex i t ed "  the  cave by way o f  
r a f t i n g ,  b u t  w i t h  no r a f t !  

With Huey's permission, we s h a l l  re tu rn .  

Nick Hume. 






