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USUAL BLURB 

FORWARD PROGRAMME 

Wed. May 26 PUB MEETING: Wheatsheaf Hotel  most ly  i n fo rma l .  

Sat. May 29 SATANS LAIR: i f  weather permi ts  and i f  we can f i n d  i t .  

Wed. June 2 

Sat. June 12 

Wed. June 16 

Sat. June 19 

SOCIAL MEETING: 7 Rupert Avenue, New Town, l e t s  have some 
new faces t o  scowl a t  B.Y.O. grog and s l i des .  

OWL POT: and I c e  Tube w i t h  any l uck  one w i l l  come o f f .  See 
Chr is  Davies f o r  Owl  and the  I c e  Tube group know whats happen- 
i ng .  "I hope"! 

JF 341: d i g  and survey see Trev Wailes. A good t r i p  f o r  up 
and coming SRTeasers. 

COMMITTEE MEETING: t h i s  i s  a must f o r  a l l  o f f i c e  bearers as 
the re  i s  much t o  discuss, usual t ime and place. 

ENTRANCE-MIDNIGHT: see A. Br iggs,  probably abse i l  through 
t r i p .  

Sat. June 26 SURVEY WORK: sur face area around Growling Swal le t .  ..................................................................................... 
EDITORIAL 

As you see from the  t r i p  repo r t s  some members o f  t he  c l u b  a re  g e t t i n g  ou t  and doinq i t  
.... r e g u l a r l y .  There are,however many c l u b  members who seem t o  have gone a l i t t l e  q u i e t  
recen t l y .  If you f a l l  i n t o  the  " q u i e t "  category why n o t  check o u t  t he  c l u b  forward 
programme and come along t o  a meeting o r  one o f  the  - NEW pub n igh ts ,  t h e  4 t h  Weds. o f  the  
month. A1 l you have t o  do i s  t a l k  about caving, about places you would l i k e  t o  go and 
i t  w i l l  happen, and, you can w r i t e  a t r i p  r e p o r t  f o r  The Sp ie l  ! 

I am sure you have read i t  a l l  before,  b u t  t h i s  i s  your  Sp ie l  so why no t  c o n t r i b u t e  an 
a r t i c l e  o r  maybe two. I t does n o t  even have t o  be about caving, j u s t  i n t e r e s t i n g .  With 
t h i s  i n  mind we have decided t o  s t a r t  a new sect ion-- - -a s o r t  o f  Quotable quotes sec t ion .  
It has been discussed before  and i t  s t a r t s  i n  t h i s  issue, and we w i l l  need more c o n t r i  bu- 
t i o n s  f o r  f u t u r e  issues, so keep your  memory banks open. 

I n c i d e n t a l y  one p r o j e c t  f o r  t h i s  w i n t e r  w i l l  be t r a c k  c l e a r i n g  and c u t t i n g  i n  the  
Growling Swal le t  I c e  Tube area. Another p r o j e c t  should be a t t e n t i o n  t o  maintenance of  

6- 
L . the  Junee Homestead. 

Chri  S Davies ..................................................................................... 
CLUE NEWS AND TRIVIA 

Janine McKinnon and the  ever verbal Rick Tunny now res ide  a t  11 Connewarre Cres. 
Ber r ieda le ,  good l u c k  w i t h  t h e i r  purchase and hope the  newly acqui red proper ty  does 'nt  
s top them from caving. 

Andrew Br iggs and Jeanine Davies have moved i n t o  my o l d  l u x u r y  f l a t  a t  114 Vantona Rd. 
Sandy Bay. This ,  o r  something e l s e  does seem t o  have pu t  the  brakes on some o f  Andrews 
caving a c t i v i t i e s .  
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As f o r  myself ,  I have been thrown i n t o  debt f o r  t he  r e s t  o f  my l i f e  and have bought 
t he  b u i l d i n g  which leans on the  h i l l  a t  47 Waterworks Rd. Dynnyrne. 

So we hope the re  a re  a few house warmings i n  t he  near f u t u r e ! ! !  

Club members h a b i t a t s  seem t o  be g e t t i n g  a shake up. The l a s t  pub meeting was a 
r e l a t i v e  success cons ider ing  no-one knew about i t . The bar  hours were immediately 
extended t o  12.00 and some o f  t he  c l u b  management were heard t o  be incomprehensible 
a t  throw o u t  t ime. Th is  cou ld  become a permanent f ea tu re  o f  our  c lubs  a c t i v i t i e s  (one 
o f  t he  few) and the  Wheatsheaf Hote l  i s  where i t s  a t  f o r  the  t ime being! Chr is  ( D i t t o )  
Rathbone found us a1 r i g h t  b u t  l e f t  us none too  we1 l ! ! ! 

Malcome Handel, one o f  the  more adventurous S.S.S. members has been working i n  Devonport 
Hosp? He c a l l e d  on the  T.C.C. and has subsequently indulged i n  underground a c t i v i t i e s  - 
i n c l u d i n g  one o f  which he was heard t o  gasp "best  t r i p  s ince New Guinea". Malcome made 
a l o t  of f r i e n d s  down here and we w i l l  be sad t o  see him leave a t  the  end o f  May! 

Problems s t i l l  seem t o  be p laguing t h i s  news l e t t e r ;  so apologies f o r  l a s t  months l a t e  
double month issue.  Strange as i t  seems we a re  n o t  s h o r t  o f  ma te r i a l  j u s t  e f f i c i e n c y .  
Formal i ty  w i l l  be resumed as soon as poss ib le  i e .  i t s  hard e d i t i n g  from the  pub. It 
works o u t  t h a t  t he  e d i t i n g  needs e d i t i n g .  
i n  an e f f o r t  t o  procure more Oldham lamp c e l l s  f o r  the  c l u b  and make i t  as f i n a n c i a l l y  
v i a b l e  as possib le,  Chr is  Davies would l i k e  t o  hear from anyone contemplat ing expendi- 
t u r e  i n  t h i s  area so as t o  arrange a good deal .  L 

Apologies t o  A l b e r t  Goede who was c lassed as "Unknown" i n  t he  previous S.2.  Decause 
o f  course he i s n ' t  o r  i s ?  The unknown was h i s  address which s t i l l  i s !  

Recent cartoons and drawn i n s u l t s  a re  compl iments o f  t he  i n c r e d i b l y  we1 l spoken Nick 
Hume. ................................................................... 
QUOTABLE QUOTES 

Scene: 3 r d  ascent 110' p i t c h  Los t  World one recent  Sunday a f t e r n c ~ n .  

Enter  Trevor,  b rea th ing  h e a v i l y  , festooned w i t h  rope, shockcord and metal work. 

The quote: "I s t i l l  t h i n k  t h i s  ropewalking system has p o t e n t i a l " .  

Post S c r i p t :  I f  anyone, anywhere has a compet i t i ve  rope working system please send 
d e t a i l e d  drawinqs t o  Speleo Sp ie l  P.O. Box 416 Sandy Bay, and ga in  nat ionwide r e c o y n i t i o n  
by having i t  pub1 i shed.. please? 

Scene: Ea r l y  evening, t op  of Nine !:d. i n  F l o r e n t i n e  Va l ley  a f t e r  Tassie Pot 

Four cavers, s tanding around i n  var ious  s ta tes  of undress. 

Nick Hume s ta tes .  "Must've been a pansy t r i p ,  d i d ' n t  even get  my kn 
.................................................................. 

OBITUARY 

t r i p .  

I 

i ckers wet". 

I t  i s  w i t h  deep r e g r e t  t h a t  we heard o f  t he  recent  death o f  Joan Brabon a f t e r  a long 
i l l n e s s .  She was w e l l  known amongst t he  o l d e r  members of t he  c lub.  Although never 
i n  t he  bes t  o f  h e a l t h  she j o ined  the  ranks as Joan Hal ton i n  about 1960. She took 
an a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  running the  c l u b ' s  a f f a i r s  dur ing  a d i f f i c u l t  pe r i od  i n  our  h i s t o r y  
and served cont inuous ly  as c l u b  secre tary  from 1964 t o  1970. 

I n  February 1966 she marr ied f e l l o w  c l u b  member Peter  Brabon who as t r i p  leader  took - .  
an a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  exp lora t ion .  He a l s o  served as t reasu re r  from 1966 t o  1969 and as 
pres ident  from 1969 t o  1970. I n  1970 he rece ived a s i l v e r  medal from the  Royal Humane 
Society  fo r  h i s  p a r t  i n  The Dev i l s  Den cave rescue on M t .  Faulkner o f  Timothy Walters - 
i n  December 1968. Joan and Peter  were a devoted couple and con t r i bu ted  a great  deal 
t o  bo th  caving and s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  dur ing  the  pe r iod  o f  t h e i r  a c t i v e  membership. 

We have seen l i t t l e  o f  them i n  recent  years and most o f  us had n o t  been aware of Joan's 
recent  i l l n e s s  u n t i l  a f t e r  her  death. We w i l l  f ond l y  remember her. Our s incere 
sympathies t o  Peter  i n  h i s  bereavement. 

A l b e r t  Goede 
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POLICE SEARCH AND RESCUE STORE: 

You may o r  may n o t  know, bu t  most search and rescue operat ions s t a r t  f rom the  POLSAR 
store.  U n t i l  r e c e n t l y  t h i s  was loca ted i n  a  wharf shed on the  wharf (where e l se? ) .  

However,owing t o  a  bureaucra t ic  invas ion  t h i s  i s  no longer  ava i l ab le .  The new s t o r e  
l o c a t i o n  i s  t he  Russel l  roundabout and Hote l  on the  Brooker Highway. 

Although the  r o o f  i s  n o t  as high, some arrangement w i l l  be made t o  s e t  up the Tyromont 
a1 p ine  winch together  w i t h  p rus i  k  ropes and o the r  miscellaneous b i t s  o f  gear. 

S t u a r t  N i  chol as 
S & R O f f i c e r .  

: A.S.F. NEWS 

During a  recent  weekend v i s i t  by A.S.F. p res ident  Ken Lance, a  b r i e f  d iscussion was 
had w i t h  him concerning t h e  c u r r e n t  d iscontent  w i t h  A.S.F. 

He assures me t h a t  t h e  problem i s  n o t  o n l y  l o c a l  b u t  nat ionwide and t h a t  A.S.F. i s  
undergoing a  revamp and adopt ing a  new d i r e c t i o n  f o r  i t s  p o l i c i e s  and a c t i v i t i e s .  

There i s  c e r t a i n l y  a  need f o r  a  na t i ona l  spe leo log ica l  body and i t  i s  t o  be hoped 
t h a t  A u s t r a l i a ' s  caving c lubs  and i n d i v i d u a l s  w i l l  g i v e  t h e i r  support t o  t he  
"new image" A.S.F. The Newslet ter  (ou t  now o r  very  s h o r t l y )  conta ins more d e t a i l s  
o f  t h e  changes. 

The problem i n  t h e  pas t  has been one of communication - nobody l e t  t he  A.S.F. know 
what t h e i r  problems o r  t h e i r  c l u b ' s  problems and ideas were. Only by having t h i s  
feedback can A.S.F. a c t  according t o  the  needs o f  A u s t r a l i a ' s  caving community. 
So, do n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  w r i t e  t o  the  pres ident  e r  secre tary  o u t l i n i n g  your  thoughts 
and ideas ( i f  you have any! ) . 

S t u a r t  Nicholas ........................... 
TRIP REPORTS 

Three F a l l s  Cave: 6.3.82 

Party :  Chr i  S Davies, Nick Hume, Andrew B r i  ggs , Trevor Wail es , Stefan Eberhard, 
Phi1 Jackson (SCS) 

The purpose o f  t h i s  t r i p  was t o  cont inue the  exp lo ra t i on  o f  Three F a l l s  Cave and 
hope fu l l y  make the  connect ion w i t h  nearby O w l  Pot, t o  produce a  249m deep system. 

From the  bottom o f  t h e  second p i t c h  a  c l imb  up through a  s l i p p e r y  s l o t  leads i n t o  a  
L l a r g e  co l l apse  chamber. From t h e  base o f  t h i s  chamber, 5m and 16m p i tches  (which 

hadn ' t  been a n t i c i p a t e d )  l e d  back down t o  t h e  stream and the  exp lo ra t i on  f r o n t  
p rev ious l y  reached by R. Eberhard and R. H o r t l e  l a s t  year.  A  l a r g e  b lack ho le  
loomed beyond and rock  dropping i a d i c a t e d  a  s izeab le  drop. For tunate ly ,  t h e  
stream l e v e l  was on l y  a  t r i c k l e  and the  40-45m p i t c h  was r i gged  d r y  and f ree -  
hanging. 

A t  the  bottom, Nick and I explored the  narrow and jagged stream passage f o r  a  
considerable d is tance before stopping a t  a  squeeze which n e i t h e r  o f  us could ge t  
through. Th is  cou ld  d e f i n i t e l y  be negot ia ted  by a  t h i n  person, o r  w i t h  a  b i t  
o f  d igging.  I t  was poss ib le  t o  see onwards 6m t o  another c o n s t r i c t i o n  i n  the  

, 
b 

passage b u t  i t  i s  impossib le t o  say whether o r  n o t  t h i s  would "go". 

Although the  hoped-for l i n k  w i t h  Owl  Pot was n o t  made on t h i s  t r i p ,  f u r t h e r  
pushing may t u r n  something up. Needless t o  say, Three F a l l s  Cave has now been - extended from 84m depth t o  150 + 10m. 

Stefan Eberhard 

Kubla Khan Dive: 1.5.82 

Party :  Nick Hume, Rolan Eberhard 

Kubla Khan resurgence was f i r s t  p h y s i c a l l y  l i n k e d  t o  the  main Kubla Khan cave by 
a  team o f  South A u s t r a l i a n  cave d i v e r s  i n  1978. They negot ia ted  420m o f  submerged 
passage before su r fac ing  i n  a  chamber, and a f t e r  780m o f  d ry  passage came t o  a  
f u r t h e r  sump. Th i s  proved t o  be 30m long and connected t o  the  known downstream 
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sump i n  Kubla. 

It was N i c k ' s  enthusiasm ( s u i c i d a l  tendencies?) t h a t  brought us t o  t h e  same 
loca t i on ,  namely Kubla Khan resurgence, where the  stream emerges from a dark ho le  
i n  the  base o f  a c l i f f .  Here we k i t t e d  up i n  d i v i n g  gear and swam the  f i r s t  
lOOm t o  where t h e  a i rspace runs o u t  b u t  t he  passagecontinues submerged. Nick divecl 
f i r s t  us ing t w i n  aluminium tanks mounted on h i s  back and l a y i n g  the  a l l  important  
l i n e  from a l a r g e  r e e l .  I fo l l owed  w i t h  two s ide  mounted s tee l  tanks and a small 
30cu.f t .  tank on a back-pack. The passage b a s i c a l l y  cont inues i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  
and i s  never more than 4m deep, al though the re  are  a number o f  airspaces along 
i t s  length .  

We surfaced i n  a c o u p l e o f t h e s e  and took tu rns  l a y i n g  t h e  l i n e .  I experienced 
a sho r t  moment o f  cons ternat ion  ( i  .e. f e a r )  when i n  one a i rspace I found the  l i n e  
was no longer  gr ipped f i r m l y  i n  my hand and, i n  f a c t ,  was no where t o  be seen. 
On prev ious dives, c l i p p i n g  onto a f i x e d  l i n e  was unnecessary, however, i t  was 
apparent t o  me then t h a t  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  does have i t s  advantages. For tunate ly ,  
I was ab le  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  l i n e  i n  t h e  murky water and cont inue through t o  the  d r y  
chamber where Nick was wa i t i ng .  

We l e f t  most o f  our  gear here and cont inued w i t h  the  baby tank along spacious 
stream passage f o r  a sho r t  d is tance t o  where we were confronted by an unexpected 
sump. I dived and sur faced a f t e r  20m i n  a chamber which opened ou t  i n t o  very 
impressive stream passage a f t e r  several ducks. Passing patches o f  fo rmat ion  and 
h igh  banks o f  mud on e i t h e r  s ide,  I cont inued f o r  many hundreds o f  metres. This  
passage even tua l l y  lowered down and a f t e r  a few more ducks, sumped proper ly ,  
presumably t h e  f i n a l  sump before  the  main Kubla Khan cave. Having used up the  
l a s t  of t he  l i n e ,  I s t a r t e d  back and was thank fu l  t o  f i n d  Nick s t i l l  w a i t i n g  i n  
t he  i n i t i a l  chamber. Here we donned numerous tanks again and reached d a y l i g h t  
a f t e r  some 33hours underground. 

A1 though we d i d n ' t  complete t h e  f u l l  through t r i p  as planned, I t h i n k  n e i t h e r  o f  
us was p a r t i c u l a r l y  disappointed. I t  i s  a c l a s s i c  spo r t i ng  d i ve  and, f o r  myself ,  
very  valuable i n  terms o f  a t t a i n i n g  conf idence i n  onesel f ,  gear and d i v i n g  
companion. 

Rol an Eberhard 

ICE TUBE: I s  i t  r e a l l y  worth i t ! ?  

A f t e r  many a b o r t i v e  attempts i n  good weather t o  r e t u r n  t o  and push t h i s  endless 
downward system, we made preparat ions once more. S i x  of us would supposedly 
be a good team t o  c a r r y  gear and make a t rave rse  l i n e  survey t o  g i v e  an accurate 
depth i n  an area o f  good depth p o t e n t i a l .  The s i x ,  as usual,  decreased i n  number 
and f o u r  o f  us - Nick Hume, Malcome Handel, Stefan Eberhard and mysel f ,  Trevor  
Wailes - t a l k e d  each o the r  i n t o  the  t r i p  i n  bad weather. The snow l i n e  was low 
and we thought we would see i t  i n  c lose  up as I c e  Tube i s  a t  q u i t e  a h igh  
e levat ion .  The thought o f  surveying was e l im ina ted  and we p u t  our  e f f o r t s  i n t o  
ca r r y ing  gear pas t  Growling Swal le t ,  Pendant, Slaughterhouse and Trapdoor, up 
the  h i l l  t o  where l a t e  patches o f  snow s t i l l  remained i n  the  understorey o f  a 
r a i n  sa tura ted  " r a i n "  f o r e s t .  The weather was cold,  t he  atmosphere c h i l l i n g  and 
prospects o f  cav ing i n  t h i s  o u t  o f  t he  way area even b leaker .  It seemed M.H. 
and N.H. were the  d r i v i n g  force o f  enthusiasm as I was keen t o  f o l l o w  the  m a j o r i t y  
and Stefan t r i e d  t o  i n fo rm every one about some s o r t  o f  animal. 

Fly o n l y  o the r  experience w i t h  I c e  Tube was an a b o r t i v e  nezr f a t a l  " t o u r i s t  t r i p "  
which terminated a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  t he  second p i t c h  ( ! )  as has been repor ted  i n  S.S. 
No. 173. One t r i p  s ince t h a t  saw the  p lac ing  o f  a b o l t  and the  subsequent descent 
o f  a 50m p i t c h  t o  a l a r g e  ledge and a f u r t h e r  p i t c h  o f  an est imated 20m by S.E. 
The est imated depth a t  t h i s  p o i n t  was 200+m i n  an a c t i v e  system w i t h  d ry  bypasses 
N.H. and M.H. were t o  r i g ,  mysel f  t o  t o u r i s t  and S.E. t o  p ro tec t .  

Th is  i s  a b r i e f  account o f  what t ransp i red ,  as a T r i p  planned i n  
w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  break the  Aus t ra l i an  depth record  o f  323m (1061f t  
repor ted  on i n  depth! 

The entrance i s  a huge d o l i n e  w i t h  a rock face a t  the  f o o t  o f  wh 
i ng red ien t  (water) .  A steep boul der f l o o r e d  roomy passage leads 

the  near f u t u r e  
) and w i l l  be 

i c h  s inks  the  a c t i v e  
on t o  t h e  f i r s t  
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p i t c h .  

Avoiding the  water a  pendulum i s  made onto a  k n i f e  edge wa l l  o f  rock o f  7m and 
a f t e r  t he  t i e  o f f  a  f u r t h e r  16m t o  a  chamber and s t a r t  o f  t he  second wet p i t c h  o f  
25m. The next  w a t e r f a l l  cou ld  be r igged as a  p i t c h  b u t  a  d ry  bypass t rave rse  leads 
i n t o  some serpent ine passage w i t h  some awkward c l imbs e s p e c i a l l y  on the  re tu rn .  A 
p i t c h  of 9m preceeds a  16m p i t c h  which gave he1 l on the  re tu rn ,  as the  rope refused 
t o  accept p rus i  k  device tee th .  Some s h o r t  c l imbs i n  t he  serpent ine r i f t  l e d  t o  the  
supurb 25m d ry  shaf t .  (The most p leasant  p i t c h  i n  the  system so f a r ) .  

A t  t he  f o o t  a  l a r g e  chamber w i t h  the  stream cascading down from the  heavens shrouded 
i n  m i s t  and t h e  perpetual darkness. A s h o r t  c l imb down t o  the  stream way and a  duck 
under a  l a r g e  boulder  leads i n t o  a  serpent ine t raverse  w i t h  the  water f a l l i n g  70m 
below. Here a  small nes t  o f  a  ho l low i n  the  wa l l  was the  crux o f  t he  p rev ious l y  
terminated t r i p s .  The b o l t  had been w e l l  placed and Stefan stepped forward t o  hang 
t h i s  p o t e n t i a l l y  dangerous pendulum r i g  f rom a  rock f l a k e  7m away ou t  over t he  void.  
The change-over under the  overhang gave way t o  a  r a t h e r  unnerving 45m freehannor 
a t  t he  f o o t  o f  which was the  prev ious l i m i t  o f  exp lo ra t i on .  

A f u r t h e r  20m o f  rope was used t o  descend t o  more wet serpent ine passage w i t h  an 
awkward c l imb.  A hand l i n e  was used i n t o  a  chamber w i t h  the  stream running of f  
down another p i t c h .  With nowhere t o  s a f e l y  belay t o ,  a  b o l t  was placed and our 
remaining rope o f  50m lowered down i n t o  what turned ou t  t o  be a  se r ies  o f  w a t e r f a l l s  
formed i n  a  h a l f  s p i r a l ,  a  nightmare t o  p r o t e c t  b u t  f o r t u n a t e l y  having few ser ious 
rub  po in ts .  Th is  p i t c h  except ing the  f i r s t  7m i s  excessively  wet and terminates 
i n  spray lashed chamber l ead ing  t o  a  s h o r t  c l imb  and a  sho r t  sec t i on  o f  serpent ine 
opening onto an aven w i t h  a  p i t c h  o f  an est imated depth o f  30 o r  40m. This i s  as 
f a r  as our  l i m i t e d  stocks o f  gear w i t h  us would a l low.  A b o l t  w i l l  probably be 
needed t o  descend t h i s  p i t c h  which w i l l  be very wet and almost c e r t a i n l y  g i v e  
I c e  Tube a  new depth record. 

Retrac ing our  steps outward went unbe l ievab ly  smoothly apa r t  from the  s l i p p i n g  o f  
jumars and pe tze l  S on t h e  4 th  p i t c h  and t h e  seemingly unending e f f o r t  of haul i n g  
gear bags up p i t c h  a f t e r  p i t c h  t o  the  f i n a l  e f f o r t  o f  a t t a i n i n g  the  sur face do l ine .  
I n  t h i s  9  hour t r i p  much was achieved. A s t rong e f f i c i e n t  team prepared t o  go as 
fa r  as poss ib le  was ha1 ted  by gear t h a t  cou ld  n o t  be p r a c t i c a l l y  c a r r i e d  by l e s s  
than four people, over t he  13 hour walk i n  and back again, f o l l o w i n g  a  poor t rack  
w i t h  f a i l i n g  l i g h t s .  Fourteen hours from cars back t o  cars i s  an achievment and 
so we won ' t  end t h e  r e p o r t  on a  sore no te  by mentioning anyth ing about a  proposed 
rescue! Thanks anyway t o  a1 l those who had kept  our  we1 l being i n  mind! 

Par ty :  Malcome Handel, Stefan Eberhard,'Nick Hume and Trevor Wailes. 
L Trevor Wail es 

MOLE CREEK 

Eater  1982 - DIVERS: Nick Hume and Stefan Eberhard. 

WESTMORLAND CAVE 

I t  was almost embarrassing, n o t  f i n d i n g  t reasure  a t  t he  end o f  t h i s  sump. P a r t i c u l a r l y  
\ ~ i t h  a team o f  enthusiast ic ,non d i v ing ,  helpers,  cheer ing us on. I doubt i f  our 
exp lo ra to ry  e f f o r t s  impressed anyone there ,  b u t  i t  was a  use fu l  d ive,  t h a t  added 
t o  our  l i s t  o f  goers f o r  perhaps a  more ser ious e f f o r t  l a t e r .  

Westmorland Cave i s  adjacent  t o  t h e  Westmorland F a l l s  t r a c k  and takes a  l a r g e  amount 
o f  over f low from t h a t  creek du r ing  per iods o f  h igh  r u n o f f .  Debris q u i t e  h igh  i n  
t he  entrance chamber and a  massive t r e e  t r u n k  f u r t h e r  i n ,  a t t e s t  t o  t h i s ,  though 
i t  was q u i t e  d ry  du r ing  our  v i s i t .  I t  has been l i n k e d  t o  Herber ts  Pot by dye t e s t ,  
hence our  i n t e r e s t  in poss ib l y  connect ing t h e  two us ing scuba techinque. 

The i n i t i a l  chamber was b ig ,  b u t  be fore  long the  c e i l i n g  tapered t o  a  passageway 
of awkward he igh t  and i t  took us about h a l f  an hour t o  g e t  tank, e t c ,  t o  the  end o f  
the cave. (Rathey l i k e  shop1 i f t i n g  a  deep f rozen p i g  r e a l l y )  Reaching the  sump 
made up f o r  t h i s  inconvenience, somewhat. 
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N e g l i g i b l e  f l ow  meant on ly  the  f i r s t  d i v e r  was going t o  be able t o  see anything, so I 
generously volunteered. Taking j u s t  a s i n g l e  tank I broke through the  surface krud 
and swam o f f  feeding ou t  the  l i n e r e e l ,  f i n d i n g  a t i g h t  tube t h a t  drained the  l e f t  s ide  
o f  the  sump pool. I fo l lowed t h i s  f o r  t h i r t y  metres t o  the  accompanying r a t t l e  o f  
my a i r t a n k  on the  roof ,  before breaking ou t  i n t o  a l a r g e r  passage a t  a depth o f  9 
metres. Exp lor ing  the  ex tent  o f  t h i s  chamber d is turbed f l o o r  s i l t  s i m i l a r  i n  appear- 
ance t o  diatomaceous ear th,  I turned back when v i s i b i l i t y  eventua l ly  became n i l  having 
been submerqed f o r  several minutes. Compression sounds i n  the  water were i n t e r e s t i n g  , 
bu t  reveal  i d o n ' t  know what. Lo ts  more'water probably! 

Not being excessively b r i g h t  under the  cond i t i ons  I f o r g o t  t o  leave some l i n e  
s i  tu ,  f o r  Stefan t o  f o l l o w  through my muck, l a t e r  on. Thi S tended t o  ru in,  h i s  
and a1 lowed no f u r t h e r  worthwhi le exp lora t ion ,  un for tunate ly .  Thi S re in fo rces  
lesson t h a t  ser ious exp lora tory  d i v i n g  i n  caves requ i res  exhaust ive d ive  p1 ann 
and research t o  maximise r e s u l t s .  

, i n  
d i ve  
the  
i ng 

tkl pers were; Trev ( the  i n c i n e r a t o r )  Wailes , Malcome ( the  mainlander) Handel , 
C h r i s t i n e  Wider, Richard H o r t l e  and S tua r t  Nicholas, t h i s  was an easy warmup f o r  
Herberts Pot the  f o l l o w i n g  day. 

Nick Hume .................................................................. 
"RESCUE POT" e r ,  r a t h e r  "R ING HOLE" 

Trevor Wailes, Nick Hume 

What b e t t e r  way t o  f i l l  i n  t h e  day than th rash ing about the  ho r i zon ta l ,  i n  t o r r e n t i a l  
r a i n ,  l ook ing  f o r  a cave t o  survey. The day d i d  n o t  s t a r t  we l l ,  Trevor surfacing 
w i t h  a complextion s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  an e p i l e p t i c  pas t r y  cook and mouthing a phrase 
l e a r n t  from Andrew "----- I on ly  had two hours sleep l a s t  n i g h t  ----- two, m i  nd you ! " 
Then th ings  took a t u r n  f o r  t he  worse, when t h e  author fo rgot  which dragway t o  
f o l l o w  o f f  Crisps Road, (doesn ' t  sound l i k e  a T.C.C. t r i p ,  so f a r ,  does i t ? )  t h i s  
coinc ided with t h e  onset o f  heavy r a i n .  Trevor never looked r e a l l y  happy over the  
next  hour, as he fo l lowed me through var ious types o f  vegetat ion, around boulders 
t h a t  looked susp ic ious ly  l i k e  d o l o r i t e .  Only when h a i l  a r r ived,  d i d  I concede 
defeat.  This i r o n i c a l l y  s e t  t h e  stage f o r  some q u i t e  product ive caving. 

Trev f i r s t  suggested f o l l o w i n g  the  stream, we had seen previously,  t o  the  l imestone 
contact.  Th is  l e d  us t o  a l o g  chock which was making hol low, gu rg l i ng  noises and 
breath ing h e a v i l y  ( l i k e  Trevor e a r l i e r )  t h i s  we eventua l ly  c leared t o  reve l  a 
"squeezy" entrance. I crawled i n t o  a low passageway w i t h  a boulder choke roo f ,  t h a t  
was obv ious ly  s t i l l  s e t t l i n g ( ! )  and w i t h  Trev 's  he lp  t o  c l e a r  the  more dangerous blocks 
broke through i n t o  a b i g  chamber, t h a t  went! Trev q u i c k l y  fo l lowed a f t e r  my maniacal 
rav ings and we s e t  about exp lo r ing  some v i r g i n  cave, g rea t  s t u f f !  

The la rge  i n i t i a l  chamber l e d  t o  an easy downclimb i n t o  t r i b u t o r y  passageway. A t  t h i s  
p o i n t  t he  water disappeared i n t o  f l o o r  breakdown and though we returned t o  the  
stream a t  a lower l e v e l ,  v i a  a f a l s e  f l o o r e d  passage, 
i t s  f u r t h e r  course was n o t  navigable. A f t e r  some pleasant 
l ook ing  about and t h e  odd squeeze, we chanced upon some 
f o s s i l s  embeded i n  the  w a l l s  which suqqested a name f o r  
t h e  cave. We then withdrew t o  a piss-;p a t  Trev 's  niates 
p1 ace. 

This, apparent ly  i s  n o t  t he  f i r s t  t ime "Rescue Pot" has 
been l o s t  on a T.C.C. t r i p .  For anyone i n t e r e s t e d  our  
"Ring Hole" i s  located,  second do l i ne  on the  r i g h t  
( u p h i l l )  past  Sesame I, you c a n ' t  miss it, though 
everyone e l s e  had! 

Nick Hume ................................ 
KUBLA KHAN RESURGENCE 

Mainlanders had p rev ious l y  d e f i l e d  t h i s  resurgence by 
d i v i n g  the  1300 metres of mixed passageway i n t o  Kubla i t s e l f .  Our i n t e r e s t  was 
h i s t o r i c a l ,  t i nged  w i t h  i d l e  c u r i o s i t y  and we were u l t i m a t e l y  rewarded by t h e  spor t ing  
aspects and st ra ight forwardness o f  d i v i n g  here. 
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Kind permission was granted by the  owner f o r  us t o  d r i v e  through h i s  farm t o  
w i t h i n  100 metres o f  t he  entrance hole. Portage o f  gear was thus rendered 
r e f r e s h i n g l y  easy a long a t r a c k  c u t  by a group o f  l o c a l  d i ve rs  back i n  1977, 
now l a r g e l y  overgrown by b lackber r ies .  The chore o f  squirming i n t o  we tsu i t s  
was hastened by clouds o f  mosquitoes en joy ing  us and the  good weather. 

From t h e  entrance ho le  the re  i s  roughly a 100 metre swim before  the  f i r s t  sump. 
This  passageway resembles a cross between "drainage" and the  "Adams Family",  being 
uncann i ly  s t r a i g h t  w i t h  webl ike t r e e  r o o t s  hanging from the  c e i l i n g .  A small r a f t  
would be t h e  bes t  method o f  g e t t i n g  gear through t h i s  sec t ion  as I found I was 
s p i t t i n g  ou t  gravel  ingested from my r e g u l a t o r  dur ing  the  d ive.  None o f  which had 
s o f t  centres!  

Beyond the  sump i t  was an easygoing d ive,  a t  q u i t e  shal low depth t o  nea r l y  t h e  200 
metre mark on my l ine ree l .  Here I saw a s i l v e r y  r o o f  and came up i n  an airspace, 
1-2 metres h igh  and 20 metres o r  so long,  g rea t  s t u f f !  Only when I t r i e d  t o  pass 
beyond t h i s  second sump d i d  I f i n d  I had l o s t  myweightbeltsomewhere i n  t he  airspace, 
w i thou t  n o t i c i n g  i t  ( task load ing???)  I never d i d  r e l o c a t e  i t  i n  my own wake o f  
s i l t a t i o n ,  t he re fo re  end o f  f un  and another lesson l e a r n t ! ! ! !  

Stefan came up w i t h  another quotable quote t h i s  day; w h i l e  creeping i n t o  the  
unknown on the  f i r s t  d ive ,  seeing no t r a c e  o f  c e i l i n g  o r  wa l l s ,  he thought t o  
h imse l f .  "---- s h i t ,  what t he  ** am I doing here" before scu r ry ing  back t o  sa fe ty .  
Rich Hor t l e ,  c o u l d n ' t  be convinced t o  "ge t  wet" b u t  prov ided admirable he1 p. 

Group: Nick Hume, Stefan Eberhard, Richard H o r t l e  (non d i v e r )  

Nick Hume ................................................................................. 
KOH I NOOR 

Though n o t  d ived Rich, Stefan and mysel f  had a 
l ook  a t  t he  sump i n  Kohinoor f o r  f u t u r e  reference. 
Th is  i s  worth a r e t u r n  v i s i t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s ince 
the  entrance i s  o n l y  200 metres from the  road. 

Kohi noor i s  n o t  very long, t he  sump being found 
through breakdown on the  f l o o r  o f  t he  second 
chamber. Th i s  sump has a 4" a i rspace beyond the  
f i r s t  duck, then cont inues down as submerged 
passageway t h a t  looks  q u i t e  navigable. The water 
was d e l i c i o u s l y  c lea r ,  b u t  n o t  f o r  long thanks 
t o  ou r  poking about. 

A through t r i p  was made t o  Mazes Puzzle before 
leav ing .  

W Richard Hor t l e ,  Stefan Eberhard and Nick Hume 

Nick Hume 
******************X****** 

SUMMARY 

Despite the  o b l i g a t o r y  T.C.C. s t u f f i n g  about 
over Easter,  a  l o t  o f  conf idence was b u i l t  up 

- - regarding d i v ing ,  which augurs w e l l  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  The purchase o f  a more po r tab le  
30 cubic foo t  c y l i n d e r  w i l l  open the  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  exp lo r i ng  even more remote 
sumps. 

Very many thanks t o  Bob Woolhouse and Compton A l l a n  o f  N.C.C. f o r  f a m i l i a r i s i n g  me 
w i t h  the  bas ic  hydrology o f  t he  Mole Creek area and sumps t h a t  might  be o f  i n t e r e s t .  
Fur ther  l i a i s o n  regarding surveys and dye t e s t s  would be most va luable.  

Nick Hume 
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AND NOW, A MOAN FROM THE QUARTERMASTER 

Feel g u i l t y ?  Not s leeping we l l  a t  n i g h t ?  Maybe you have some o f  T.C.C. ' S  gear 
under the  bed o r  hidden a t  t he  back o f  t he  garage, o r  worse s t i l l  , f l o a t i n g  around 
unwashed i n  your  car.  

I r e a l i s e  i t  i s  sometimes d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e t u r n  gear promptly b u t  please bear a  
thought f o r thosewho  may wish t o  ge t  a c t i v e  and go caving t h e  f o l l o w i n g  weekend. A t  
t h i s  t ime the re  a r e  two o r  t h ree  sub-groups opera t ing  i n i t i a l l y  independably w i t h i n  
T.C.C. bu t  a l l  use t h e  same gear - when i t  i s  there ! ! !  

I n  p a r t i c u l a r  t he  9m header i s  miss ing together  w i t h  a  couple o f  s h o r t  S.R.T. ropes. 

S t u a r t  Nicholas 
QUARTERMASTER 

................................................................. 
LOST : 

One canvas caving pack con ta in ing  a  rescue p u l l e y ,  a  red  7mm p rus i  k  loop, two purp le  
tapes, a  l i g h t  green tape, b lack  2  i nch  tape and a  s tuba i  s tee l  screwgate carabiner .  
A1 so miss ing a re  two canvas rope p ro tec to rs  ( w i t h  t i e - l oops  a t  both ends) and about 
half-a-dozen red  f i r e -hose  p ro tec to rs  ( s i m i l a r  t o  c l u b  ones b u t  w i thou t  a  cont inous 
l eng th  o f  ve l c ro )  . 
Would the  f i n d e r  o r  borrower o f  any o r  a l l  o f  these i tems please contac t  Stefan 
Eberhard (Ph. 39 6448). T h e i r  r e t u r n  would be appreciated. 

Tassie Pot: 15.5.82 

Party :  Trevor  Wailes, Nick Hume, Mike Martyn, S t u a r t  Nicholas 

Fol lowing the  I c e  Tube t r i p  o f  t he  week before,  i t  was considered des i rab le  t o  
have a  t r a i n i n g  t r i p  p r i o r  t o  t h e  expected record  breaking ep i c  planned f o r  May 22. 
Tassie Pot was t h e  obvious choice being c lose  t o  t h e  road, b a s i c a l l y  dry, and 
having a  coup1 e  o f  l ong  p i t ches  i n  it. 

Hence, t he  above par ty ,  w i t h  rope, assembled themselves i n  t he  Tassie Pot d o l i n e  
a t  t he  f a i r l y  l a t e  hour o f  11 o 'c lock .  With rope at tached t o  a  t r u s t y  f e r n  and 
accompanied by var ious  b i t s  o f  wood and c lods  o f  mud, a l l  descended the  42m 
and 27m entrance p i tches ,  t h e  13m chimney and f i n a l l y  exper i  ienced the  buzz o f  the  
74m bottom p i t c h .  A  f r u i t l e s s  search f o r  t h e  b o l t  shown on the  survey fo rced us 
t o  r i g  t h i s  p i t c h  v i a  a  header from the  jammed rocks above the  "window". 

The Morod Passage (? )  was i t s  usual loose wet s e l f  and t h e  squeeze a t  t he  end 
was g r o t t y  enough t o  almost t u r n  us back. 

O r i g i n a l l y  a  survey t r i p ,  t h a t  idea f e l l  through due t o  general apathy and the  
t o t a l l y  u n i n s p i r i n g  na ture  o f  t he  "new" sect ion.  Pushing downstream revealed 
mudbanks and small g o r t t y  crawls i n  an obv ious ly  once sumpy area w i t h  l i t t l e  
p o t e n t i a l  except by a  massive d igg ing  e f f o r t .  Upstream was n o t  looked a t .  

A slow e x i t  was made w i t h  everyone o u t  by dark and a t  t h e  Nat ional  Park pub f o r  
a  couple o f  lemon squashes a t  a  reasonable hour. 

The cave c e r t a i n l y  needs surveying completely b u t  f i n d i n g  bodies keen t o  do i t  
cou ld  be a  problem. 

Gear l i s t :  49m rope, 1 p r o t e c t o r  
35m rope, 1 p ro tec to r ,  1 tape s l i n g  
20m rope, 1 p ro tec to r ,  1 header 
78m rope, 3  p ro tec tors ,  2 headers. 

S+uart Ni chol as. 



STOP PRESS: I c e  Tube has been bottomed a t  345m. 
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Are you a f i n a n c i a l  member o f  the Tasmanian Caverneering Club? 
The f o l l o w i n g  people are f i n a n c i a l  : 

Spie l  

Chr is  Davies 
D i  ana Davies 
Therese Greenh i l l  and Mike March 
S t u a r t  Ni  chol as 
Andrew Br iggs and Jeanine Davies 
Peter Watts 
Nick Hume 
Ross Cha~man 
Trevor Wailes 
Mike Martyn 
B i  l l N i  chol son 
Peter  Hutc h i  nson 
Paul McGlone 
A1 ber t Goede 
R i  k Tunney and Janine McKinnon 
R i  chard H o r t l  e 

Subscribers 

L1 oyd Robi nson 
Dave Mar t i n  
Mark Mather ( p a r t  payment) 

You too can appear i n  t h i s  l i s t  by sending $10.00 f o r  f u l l  membership o r  $15.00 f o r  
f a m i l y  membership t o  our m a i l i n g  address which i s :  

P.O. Box 416. 
SANDY BAY 7005 

o r  b r i n q  your money along t o  a meetinq! I - 
GOOD NEWS FOR MAINLAND TROGS. 

Been fo l l ow inq  the  ep ic  push o f  I c e  Tube? Why n o t  have your very 
own Speleo Sp ie l  posted t o  you? Send us a cheque f o r  j u s t  $5.00 and you w i l l  be 
added t o  our m a i l i n g  l i s t .  

A Reminder t o  L i f e  Members .__I---- --- 

L i f e  members o f  TCC are  n o t  au tomat ica l ly  members o f  ASF. L i f e  
members r e q u i r i n g  ASF membershi p (and news1 e t t e r )  should pay the  ASF c a p i t a t i o n  
fee  o f  $3.50. 

Chanqed y s r  address? 

L e t  us know. The addressing system i s  now computerized, a l l  we need 
i s  the  r i g h t  data. 




